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T h e r e  ca n  be no doubt that the most important political act­
i v i t y  going on in the country today is the Defiance Campaign, 
• fa d in a ry  people are very interested in it: white people - many 
of them  - are afraid of what the Campaign will develop in to.
T h e y  a re  afraid - in their ignorance - that the Non-European 
p e o p le  are fighting against KHITE SOUTH hFRICaNS. But we know 
t h a t  the Campaign is against UNJUST LAV,S. The newspapers 
are interested in the Campaign and the "Rand Daily Mail”, fcr 
instance, is reporting a l l  the developments. Above all, the 
Nationalist Government is very, very inter-sted in the Campaign. 
T h e  Cabinet has announced that it will introduce new legislation 
t o  -Hrpw make it possible for magistrates tj impose far heavier 
sentences: the police have raided the offices and homes of 
Campaign leaders all over the country and now the police hav^ 
arrested the leaders and they are being charged v;ith "spreading 
Communism".

Why do I say that the Campaign is the most important polit­
ical activity in the country? For several reasons:-

the Africans, the Coloureds an̂ i the In-
C omnor.

__ , J icV r
b p i n g  c r W l l f f ^ e f L

(b) Because the Iion-E'.To _ 
and undemocratic la;.s, 
in a very determined f
S jn s :p s a R :< £ * H iB l a  c h a v a x
that Democracy is for 
the Non-Eu^oppan? figh 
against the Kationali 
fighting against any grouj 
’baasskap’ and 'apartheid1 ' *n A

ight ror 
lavs of 

~y the V.hites arc 
i-V.hites.

unjust 
racy 
txJEKK

_  ysTherefore, when 
they are ?it.ht1ng 

I\ addition, they are 
party which b^li^ves in 
•white supremacy'.

(c) Because the Non-Europeans are 9,000,000 ctT’ong, t r.py 
arc the majority of the South afri'-an ’•opulation. 
ever the Non-Europeans sa;, therefore, must have a 
mendous influence in South *»frican affair".

at-

No wonder then that th« Campaign i- t.hp no'-t. i.irortant »>olJtir— 
al activity in the coni'.try.
2 .  S I R  DE V I L L I r / . a  U R «w J T  «i!ID

Recently in .ueer.stown Si” De V1lli«rs ur aff, * he Vit'-'d rty 
.iember of Parliament for Hotcentots-Hollarv^, that T. e Dp - i*-'
Campaign m  represented ' a con-.on front again :t r.ne ..hit-"-1.
It was shocking to read that a member of ..arlian^nt xfeauii had 
said such a thing. In the first plac- it is not true. The le-ic 
of the Campaign have stated over and over -j.ain and it has 

reported in thp press that the Campaign is directed against unjust 
laws hND NO'i' nGnlNST Y.IIITb PL0FL&. So that De Villiars Graaff ’ u 
saying something which is just n°t true. In tho second tlace, 
he njust have realised that such a statement would make the ..on-
Suropeans think that ALL THE V.HITE PEOi LE ’«.EI.E ^GaINS'I .....
which is not the case. A great number of V hite p°o^le under t ni 
the Camcaign and are in sympathy with it. In the thi:l :3nc",
as a United Party politician De Villiers Graaff should not havfc 
spoken like a Nationalist. knyv.one would think he was Dr. Ilalan. 
It is the Nationalists who are saying that the Non-Europeans are 
against the European The United Party should have a more pro­
gressive attitude...but according to De Villiers Graaff they have 
not.
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Hit wtot la happening in South Africa? The Springbok Legion 
•eat a letter to allmthe major newspaper! la the country, putting . 

forward our point of view mi the Defiance Campaign. So far, not one 
■ewspaper has printed our statement. The Torch Commando has called 
oa the Government to open dlsoussloas vlth the leaders of the noa- 
European people. Mr. Strauss of the United Party has condemned the 
Defiance Campaign. 1 few days later he announced the United Party’s 
noa-European policy. It saeaed barely different fro* the policy of the 
Natlonallsts. As some non-Europeans said, ’It is Apartheid in English', 
The Watlonallsts at their congress in the Free State said things, which 
aake us shiver with disgust - disgust at the ignorance of these people 
and their inhumanity. They seem to have no feelings of sympathy 
whatsoever. Once again they say that there should be no School- 
feeding for African children* that the subjects taught to Africans 
in the schools should only be those subjects which will aake the 
Afr)eans better farm-labourers or errand boys or house-boys. The 
latloaallsts think that because 'their skins are white they are all of 
thaw bound to be more Intelligent than any individual whose skin is 
black or brown.
Brigadier 8tubbs, whom you may remember as the B± commander of the 
Won-European Army Services, has put his point of view to a commission 
in Pretoria, which is considering the development of the Native 
Reserves. It is a pity that the Brigadier, a very sincere who 
has great sympathy with the African peaple, should have such a 
limited vision. He cannot believe that it is possible for all the 
differnt people in South Africa to live on equal terms. He is afraid 
that we shall all marry members of different races...and that, he 
««ys, would be axerrlble thing. Therefore, he proposes a policy of 
apartheid in its extremest form. There must be more land for the 
African#, where he could develop along his own lines, parallel with 
the Europeans. BUT, he adds, THE NATIVES WOULD STILL WORK IN THE 
WHITE IWDWSTRIAL AREAS....! Exactly what Dr. Verwoerd and Dr. Eislen say.
But this policy would still mean the exploitation of the Africans: it 
would still mean that the white people would believe in their 'white 
supremacy' and there would be no real co-operation between the peoples.
This attitude is wholly wrong, and it does not matter whether It is 
spoken by a white man or a black man. fx* We do not believe the white 
man is by reason of his white skin superior to the black we
do not believe that the black man because of his black skin is 
superior to the white man. We are all human beingss some of us sxa 
will make excellent farmers, doctors, politicians, teachers, butchers 
and some of us will not make the grade. And our skin-colour will have 
nothing to do with it. There is room for us all in this country 

and this country needs for its peace and prosperity all the talents 
and skills £nd energies of black, brown and white men and women.
It la ignorant and false to say that we cannot live and work together.
A recent book from America describes how the Negro is treated in the
American Wavy.... exactly the same as the white American. Consequently
the U. S. Navy has enjoyed the work and brain?of Negro seamen and 
officers. And the naval authorities can find no grounds for making 
any distinction between the black and the white sailors. What holds 
good In one part of the world can also hold good here.
Therefore, we see the Defiance Campaign as an attempt to provide the 
proof to South Africa and to the world that here In this little 
country of ours we can build up a system where every man is valued 
for himself and not for the colour of his skin.
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Future to Uke «  militant 
opinion, contribu­
te s  o f the Trade

E THORNY ROAD TO 
UNITY

"  T H S  present Minister o f  Labour, Mr. Sohoeman, speaking 
f “  <*■ Houaa o f  iY *embly  on the 19th January, 1W3, 

B»«<fe the following statement: “ This system o f collective 
bargaining haa outstay*] ita usefulness entirdy . . . under 
the m w economic system which we want to bring about, it 
will, however, be redundant.”  On another occasion the aame 
Mr. Schoeman outlinef hia party’a policy aa followa: “ I 
want to touch on a fair o f the main underlying principles 
(o f the policy o f the fa r ty ) . Firstly we contend that wage 
control and wage fixation should be entirely in the hand* 
of the State . . , Secondly, and this is the moat important 
principle, aelf-governnjent in industry muat be eliminated 
. . .  the time haa arrived that in the interest o f the Slate, in 
toe'interest of the employers and employees, self-government 
w  industry and collective bargaining should be eliminated 
from our economic liM,**

...W ith  the promulgation o f the Native Labour (Settled 
m t !  of Disputes) Act in September last yetr, and with the 

Industrial Conciliation Amendment Bill now 
P ,rl“ “ ent’  “ «• “ ® ° *  important principle”  to which 

the Minister referred will become part of the Industrial Law 
* o f South Africa. 1

Two Conferences 
In the first week of May two conferencea were held ini 

Town. The first convened by the Transvaal Council' 
of Non-European Trade Unions and to which all Trade* 
Unions in Sooth Africa were invited, and the second con- 
w e d  by die eelf-appointed so-called “ Unity”  Committee! 
who confined their invitations to registered Trade U nions, 
onhr. Both Conferencea were convened for the purpose of 
making dear the attitude o f the workers to the Nationalist r 
Government's latest onslaught on the Trade Union Move- 
■ enL> we Industrial Conciliation Amendment BilL There, ’ 
howarer, the similarity ended.

' -  - Ott# Rghts ftocfc
, 0 « i»n *  "who attended the Conferences o f i

the Transvaal Council o f Non-Europesn Trade Unions re­
cognised the Goremmeat legislation for what it is, namely, 
an expression Ln law o f the Nationalist Party’s policy of 
destroying the Trade Union Movement They further recoa- f 
meed defeat o f the Nationalist Government as the only way 
to achieve the better lilt for all for which workers are striv- i 
mg Uuough their Trade Unions, and logically decided to ! 
mobilize all workers to this end.

One Compromises
, ,  „  J 1*® Committee’s  Conference on the other hand 

t*i-T i  com oietelj to recognise this important fact. Thia is ;

^ , l a ^ j ^ s m a f i s a s a  i

P«red t f  change any o f the princijAeg contain-
ed to

lit!' »• 
ii- -I

■ n ~ ~j ------ w” i«m^tinca iviiiamcd in
all Conference was prepared to do was to express 
appointment with the attitude o f the Minister and t„ I , 
all farther action In the hand* of the Unity Committ., . 
Committee, wmeraber, which induded four member* 
the Ministerial Committee who advised the Minister an.I 
his department1 in the drafting o f the Bill.

Attempts to induce the Conference to discuss strike 
action aa a weapon against the Nationalist Party snd its 
P°“ a **\ * !  well as closer co-operation between registered 
and African Unions in the atruggje, were prevented by the 
usual steam-roller methods.

It is my conviction that the ‘‘ Unity" Conference failed 
completely ig its purpose, ft failed because Trade Union 
leaders are not prepared to mobilise the workers for a strug­
gle to defeat a *Govsmaemt whose avowed policy is to de­
stroy such Trade Unions as refuse to  become servile to LL 
Tins is due to the fact that the majority o f the leaders of 
Registered Trade Unions basicaDf accept the Nationalist 
Government apartheid policy, thf cloak behind which the 
Christian National Police State is being brought into being.

For tfeia reason these Trade Unionists were prepared 
to compromise on prindple to.achieve the Govemamnt’s 
policy, knowing full weU that this can only be done tf they 
are prepared to accept the White Baasskap policy and break 
off all dose relations with the mafces of African workers.

Conference also instructed the “ Unity" Committee to 
investigate the poaelbilitiee . r f  form ing one Trade Union * 
Co-ordinating W j . T h l r e  is, however, WMe dif/erenee of

?pinion as-to  the composition frf such a body. The S.A. 
ederadon o f Labour haa made |a attitude dear. They will 

onlv, belong to a co-ordinating body from which African 
Unions are excluded. U .  a co-ordinating body of registered 
Trade U niow  only. African TradefrJnions, on the other hartd. 
are affiliated to the’ S-A. Trades? and Labour Council, 
any move to change thia position will be bitterly opposed 
“ 7 me African other progressive Trade Unions, to 
whom Trade Union anity also means unity o f aQ workers 
Irrespective o f raoe. It will, therefore, hi my opinion, he 
impossible to find a basis for tha formation of such a co ­
ordinating bojJy that will aada$ everybody.

' y ' Maw Foundations
The two conference* have Merely repeated the lesson 

that the racialist and Faacist ifclicies i f  the Nationalist 
Government Cannot be effectively oppoaed, while some of 
tha features e f Nafcprialist policy are aoo^tM
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BBflND THE OVBttAS NEWS

“ Bat the Free WorM Is United ”
f eOutward^ everything would seem to be 'going W ;  the US.A. ha, put Wetter* Europe, Japan and 

other capitalist cow ries on rattoni; Germany (Wester to , Britain, France, Italy mid Japan have fallen OUo the 
dutches of the U£.A. and are meekly obeying Us commands. Bui it would be mistaken to think . . .  that these 
countries will tolerate the domination and oppression of, the US. endlestly, that they will not endeavour to tear 
loose from American bondage and take the path of independent development."

■ f  /• V. Stalin reported by Associated Press, Nov. 1952.
New York ff+ald Tribune, a week later: * “Stalin's prediction of a split in the free world is

typical commumtt wishjul thinking. The free world i f  united and will stay united.
New York Herald Tribunte, 18 months later: j  **The Anglo-American alliance is far nearer to br 

eaking point than fnost people suppose."
m  m

j^ESS than eighteen efptths ago, to all 
external appearance* the United 

States, the British Empire and Western 
Europe were a solid woe, unquestion­
ably led by the U.S. and with econo­
mies completely dependent on the U.S.

The suggestion that dley would soon 
be at each other’s throats in the grab 
lor profits, and th<f the junior part* 
ners would become «k) re! concerned with 
breaking free from jJ l U.S. domination 
than with a m ythi^l threat from the 
Soviet Uaiop, wot j j c e j r d  > j j  howls 

mfSfft ot n w c i p T
talist press.

Today that **great alliance”  is crumb­
ling to dust. The enormous efforts of 
the ordinary people of all countries have 
proved to the doubting that the war- 
makers can be stopped and beaten. 
Every month that passes without war 
it a month of decay and collapse of the 
war-makers’ power to make war.

They Showed the Skotty Knife 
Alarmed by the defeat that their very 

attendance at the January Berlin Con­
ference of Foreign Ministers was for 
them; shaken by the fact that they had 
been forced to agree to another confer­
ence, this time together with the Chinese, 
at Geneva, through U.S. Secretary of 
State Dulles, the war-makers threw 
everything they had into turning the 
Viet-Nam war into another Korea and 
preventing the Geneva Conference.

The peace-loving people caught every­
thing that Dulles threw, and whammed 
it right back at him.

The defeat o f Dulles had been quite 
phenomenal.

Fir?t he tried to wield the skolly- 
knife. If the “ Reds”  didn’ t do what he 
told them he would be forred to make 
an "agonising reappraisal”  involving 
“ instant and massive retaliation". To 
hark up his words the hydrogen homb 
blew up an island, maimed some fisher­
men. *

The trouble was tftat instead of scar­
ing Malenkov or Mao, the bomb and 
the resulting popular anger blew the 
pants off Dulles and his own pals.

Complained the { US. war maker 3' 
staunchest British (friend, the Econo­
mist, May 8 :

“ The ‘liberation b lu ff, the ’agonis­
ing reappraisal bluff,’ the 'instant and 
massive relaxation ^bluff —  all these 
have been aiscoveritd to mean much 
less than they apftftred to. The result

im

A n d  Scared their Pal* *
But it really is not fair of the Eco­

nomist to blame big brother Dulles. 
Dulles wasn’t bluffing. He wanted —

wanted more than anything —  to stick 
that skolly-knife right into the heart 
o f the socialist world. But like all skol- 
lies the Wall Street gang wanted other 
skollies to be out front just in ca*4 
something went wrong.

No Dulles wasn’t bluffing. R e Hew 
to Europe to push the Churchill gang 
and the Laniel gang into the enterprise.

But alas there is no honour among 
skollies.

“ In the British and French press, the 
Dulles plan, coupled with the memory 
of threats of ‘massive retaliation’  grew 
to an ultimatum. The British began to 
see visions of / / .  bombs dropping on 
London” — Time (May 17).

Even our Malen had burnt his fin­
ger* in Korea. “ W e  are not committed 
to  support any intervention in fndo- 
China" he declared.

Not wanting H. bombs on Paris or 
London the cowardly satellite* srn{ Di»J- 
les home cross.

And at home Dulles had an even 
worse shock waiting for him. The U.S. 
too had learnt from Korea. Not only 
were the Western European satellite* 
unwilling to have their sons killed — 
the U.S. was also unwilling.

“ If the Administration had wished 
the United States to take an active part 
in the fighting, its only hope uvuld have 
been to act first, as Mr. Truman did 
in Korea, and ask afterwards. But to 

. . , follow such a reception would have been

Dulles stayed'cross and sulky through
the first days o f  the Geneva Conference, 
then, still cross, he went home leaving 
a substitute behind. He hoped that if 
he went home Molotov would also go 
home —  no more foreign ministers, no 
more conference. But the other foreign 
ministers hardly seemed to notice that 
he wasn’ t there. They were too busy 
talking about peace.

The dismal Dien Bien Phu defeat not 
the dvspeptic Dulles departure, domina­
ted discussion.

With the gr«rtest o f pleasure Anthony 
Eden stepped into the limelight.

Where the York idea o f diplomacy 
was to be rude to Chou En Lai, Anthony 
went and had a Chinese dinner. Ttte 
press o f Europe wan enthusiastic. What 
a pleasure it would be if  one o f tlie 
satellites kicked Dulles in the leeth, they 
all seemed to ^ o a t

The other delegates were less enthusi­
astic. The Western “ allies" are all a lit­
tle irritable with each other.

Reported t&e “ Star”  (May 2 0 ).
“ By a largo section of the American 

delegation Eden is regarded as too wil­
ling to compromise with Communist 
China. By thf French delegation he is 
regarded as ‘pomewhat smug about wC 
lingness to compromise

(ConHwud on pee*.)
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Memoirs;Vi
liiqruating Abrahams, I would 

like lo retail a dvor* conversation 
4  had with A h fa h a w  at the Trade* Hall 
-'when he *iihed South Africa in 19S2 
to report for “ The Observer” . It throws 

■mo* light on the author’s approach to 
South A frica:
. N J J “ How long are you coins to 

be here Mr. Abrahams ? ”  
v_ Abrukaau: “ For about 6  weeks.”

* N JJ.' "O h ! I thought for good !”  
Abrabsms: “ Why do you auk that 

quertion? There must be something hi 
it.**

NJJ.: “ Weil, I think you can aerw 
a very useful purpose here. We need

n >le like you.”
brahtunt: “ I don’ t think so Here 1- 

would be talking

from a Distant Shore
the left roovrmerrt. He *Ba his stery in 
exactly the same manner as Richard 
Wright, who was once a progressive. 
Abrahama sees his wants and hope* 
from an individualist angle and not as 
part o f the common nan  ■ struggle for 
prosperity and happineaa. A  typical con- 
rrvative approach —  “Y ou  must battle

to get to the5h»t
up to 1939. 
story and career 
tioned at aE It 

later edition

his story only 
o f  his IS years 

writer is aot men 
>fy put aside for

one can teRHowtveg, by his vfritings one 
Abraham’s poor nndttatanding and ap-

Rroach lo die problems of South Africa, 
[e has not b«*n ableHe has not been able to interpret the 

woold be talking to the converted. In life and atTuggie o f our people honestly 
England I am able to fee the radio and becauae he haa that peculiar “ individu- 
the press. Besides I can write. You need
peonle oversees for that.’ '

N JJ : “ You can work here and still 
write. Afl good books about S.A. are 
published slimed **

Now "TeQ Freedom" (What a loftv 
tithe!) ia a very well written but an un­
impressive story of a writer who claims 
to bis “serving the cause o f the dark 
peopiaa o f  A frica”  (page 17 “ Return to 
Goli” ) ,  Written 6,000 miles away, the 
Dram Magazine hails it as “ The Great- 
eat book to come out of Africa.”  (Drum 
and Abrahama ate great pab ).

He describes his hie in the slums of 
Johanneahorg, struggle against tremen- 
dopa odds for education and his ambi­
t s *  lo  become a writer. His short par­
ticipation hi the political movement 
shows him up. He is disillusioned, con- 
faaed A d  auspicious of the people in

alistic* approach.
Then he crbnhuHy uses the American 

method o f (^MQasing oor  problems by 
introducing a heavy concentration of 
uex. ~

What we need (n South Africa are not 
writers of the approach of Abrahams, 
Paton and Millin, but writers (in South 
Africa 1 who can sincerely and honestly 
write and work for liberation.

Howard Fast o f America is an amaz­
ing example. There is a writer who gives 
a true interpretation in bis novels of 
people’a struggle for liberation. And 
every one has an inspiring message to 
peoples the world over fighting for libe­
ration.

There is Plenty o f room and urgent 
need for a South African Fast

N J J .
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June, 1954. June, 1954. FIGHTING TALK

We call the people of South Africa —  Black and W hite
LET  US SPEAK T O G E T H E R  OF FREEDOM!
An eyewitness tells

How We Heard 
The Call

^ViL'E come now to the draft call to the 
Congress of the People-’ ! The 

Jeep voice of Conereas President Chief 
Vlbert Luthuli rolled over the fortv 
Mftds and echoed slightly back from the 
)«re, whitewashed walk.

Over the sharp hiaa o f the petrol 
mmp there were the faint shuffles, the 

o f a chair-leg, And then silence, 
'resident began to read. “ We call 

h e  fanners of the reserves . . .”  The 
rick haw voice rolled out, demanding 
titence and immovmg attention. Every 
■f- fbnsl on the bread, dark face, with 
t» M i  line and contour fiercely lit 
■ff' Ih* lamp on die table here before 
m  Aa thii words soiled out, the dead 

and the crashing perore- 
ians *—  “ Let as speak of freedom !" 
■%$ g j* * t  jh rio f lffe-*ire shadow of Lu- 
ju li <l>»?tJ ,4gainst the wall.

bright pool of light and 
fbe rest was gloom and 

insfcfd lih n tt. In the shadows, tricks 
rf tight outlined Debi Singh’* long, as- 
vtie imcr and thin wrists, flickered over 
dfiper Tambo’s scarred cheeks and ir- 
adtaied redly from the scarf around 

fa* S o to 's  throat.
Aft each versa moved to its pause, 

kere was a stiffening; and then the 
iJd en ly  released tenseness as Luthuli's 
/•ice roee, again and again, “ Let us 
.peak of freedom !”

We were not juat listening to the 
•»n. We were living it, we the represen­
tatives of the African National Con­
gress and the South African Indian 
Congress, o f the Congress of Democrats 
*nd the South African Coloured Peo­
ples’ Organisation. Somehow we now 
knew that the Congress of the People 
was possible. The Call had struck a note 
that gripped us; we could sense it grip­
ping ana inspiring people throughout 
the dark land outside, as the deep voice 
rofled to its peroration.

Soundlessly, beneath our breath, we 
*S joined in the last crashing chorus: 

"Let us go forward together, to free­
dom !”

WE CALL THE FARMERS OF THE RESERVES AND TRUST LANDS.
Let us speak of the wide land, and the narrow strip? on which we toil. Let us speak of brothers without land, and of 
children without schooling. Let us speak of taxes and of cattle, and of famine.

LET US SPEAK OF FREEDOM.

WE CALL THE MINERS OF COAL, GCLD AND DIAMONDS.
Let us speak of the dark shafts, and the »old compound* fai from our families. Let us speak of heavy labour and long 
hours, and of men sent home to die. Let us speak of rich masters and poor wages.

LET US SPEAK OF FREEDOM.

WE CALL THE WORKERS OF FARMS AND FORESTS.
Let us speak of the rich foods we grow, and the laws that keep us poor. Let us speak of harsh treatment and of chil­
dren and women forced to work. Let us speak of private prisons, and beatings, and of passes.

LET US SPEAK OF FREEDOM.

3 ^
WE CALL THE WORKERS OF FACTORIES AND SHOPS.

Let us speak of the good things we make, and the bad conditions for our work. Let us speak of the many passes and the 
few jobs. Let us speak of foremen and of transport and of trade unions; of holidays and of houses.

LET US SPEAK OF FREEDOM.

WE CALL THE HOUSEWIVES AND THE MOTHERS.
Let us speak of the fine children that we bear, and of their stunted lives. Let us speak of the many illnesses and death- 
and o f the few clinics and schools. Let us speak of high prices and of shanty towns.

LET US SPEAK OF FREEDOM.

WE CALL THE TEACHERS, STUDWTS AND THE PREACHERS.
Let us speak of the light that comes with learning, and the ways we are kept in darkness. Let us speak of great services 
we can render, and of the narrow ways that are open to us. Let us speak of laws, and government, and rights.

LET US SPEAK OF FREEDOM.

L E T  US SPEAK T O G E T H E R
ALL OF US TOGETHER —  LET US SPEAK TOGETHER OF FREEDOM.

African and European, Indian and Coloured. Voter and voteless. Privileged And of the happiness that can come to men and women if they live in a 
and rightless. The happy and the homeless. All the people of South A frica; land that is free, 
o f the towns and of the countryside. L£J (JS SPEAK TOGF. 4ER OF FREEDOM.

And of how to get it or otlrselves? and for our children.
LET THE VOICE OF ALL THE PEOPLE BE HEARD. AND LET THE DEMANDS OF ALL THE PEOPLE FOR THE THINGS THAT WILL MAKE US 
FREE BE RECORDED. LET THE DEMANDS BE GATHERED TOGETHW  IN A GREAT CHARTER OF FREEDOM.
WE CALL ALL G O O D  MEN AND TRUE WE CAfefc ALL W H O  LOVE LIBERTY

to speak now of freedom, and to write their own demands into the Charter to pledge their lives from here on to win the Freedoms set out in the 
of Freedom. Charter.

WE CALL ALL THE PEOPLE OF ,SOUTH AFRICA TO PREPARE FOR

T H E  C O N G R ESS OF T H E  PEOPLE
Where representatives of the people, everywhere in the land, will meet together 

in a great assembly, to discuss and adopt the Charter of Freedom.

L E T  US G O  F O R W A R D  T O G E T H E R  T O  FREEDOM !

99
“  Let Us Work 

Together
S ays W alter  Sisulu

from  every part of the country, the 
first reports are coming in. telling of 
the enihusia-m with which the (.all to 
the Congress of the People is being re 
ceived.

“ Let us speak together of freedom! 
This is the slogan that helps us on, Ihi* 
is the spirit too which burned in all 
the national leaders of all our racial 
groups who gathered in two histoiii 
conferences of the S.A.I.C., S.A.C O 1)., 
S.A.C.P.O. and AN.C. Executives to 
plan the whole campaign, and draft the 
Call to the People. Never has there been, 
between people of our different races, 
such a close spirit of association, friend­
ship and co-operation, as was estab­
lished at these two gatherings.

And to no one individual does the 
credit for that harmony more rightlv 
belong than to the Chairman of both 
the meetings. Chief V  J. Luthuli, who 
set the tone for our working together, 
and handled the difficult and complex 
discussions so firmly and fairly.

From the United States, from the 
Council on African Affairs led by those 
outstanding world figures, Paul Robe­
son and Dr. Du Rois has come a moving 
message, applauding “ the decision ol 
the African National Congress to invite 
the co-operation of . . the other organi­
sations of the people, in convening a 
great Congress of the People’ .

Rut what of our own people; what of 
the tasks that lie before us "who have 
to turn the decision into living reality? 
All organisations have been asked to 
join in the campaign for a Congress of 
the People. Let us see to it that our 
organisations answer that call, and take 
their place with all who value freedom. 
All provincial Congress organisations 
have been asked to convene Provincial 
conferences of all organisations. Let us 
work to see that those conferences suc­
ceed on a crand scale.

Above all, the national leaders have 
stressed that the campaign to build the 
Congress of the People and to gather 
the country’s demands into a Freedom 
Charter must not be divorced from any 
of the dailv grievances and issues of 
our people. I.et us see to it that every­
where the Congress of the People comes 
to svmbolise the struggle against that 
which |>eople oppose, and that which 
thev fieht for. that they may know Free­
d om ‘ before th**v die.

1 FT I S WORK TOGETHER, FOR 
FREEDOM.
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