
Declaration 
of the United 
Democratic 

Front 
We, the freedom loving people of south 
Africa, say with one voice to the whole 
world that we 
• cherish the vision of a united, democratic South 
Africa based on the will of the people 
• will strive for the unity of all people through united 
action against the evils of apartheid, economic and all 
-ther forms of exploitation. 

Jr ^nd, in our march to a free and just South 
•Africa, we are guided by these noble 
| ideals 

V i f o r t h e c r e a t i o n of a true democracy in 
which all South Africans will participate in the govern-
ment of our country; 
• we stand for a single non-racial, unfragmented South 
Africa. A South Africa free of bantustans and Group 
Areas; 
• we say, all forms of oppression and exploitation must 
end. 
in accordance with these noble ideals 
and on the 20th day of August 1983 at 
Rocklands Civic Centre, Mitchell's Plain, we 
join hands as trade union, community 
women's, student's, religious, sporting 
and other organisations to say no to 
Apartheid. 
We say NO to the Republic of South Africa Constitu-

k
on Bill - a bill which will create yet another undemo-
ratic constitution in the country of our birth-
/e say NO to the Koornhof Bills which will deprive more 
nd more African people of their birthright; 

We say YES to th birth of the United Democratic Front 
on this historic day; 

We know that ' i 
• this government is determined to break the unity 
of our people; that our people will face greater hard-
ships, that our people living in racially segregated and 
relocated areas will be cut off from the wealth thev 
produce in the cities. That rents and other basic 
charges will increase. And, that bur living standards will 

• that working people will be divided. Race from race-
urban from rural employed from unemployed- men 
from women. Low.wages, poor working conditions at-
tacks on our trade unions will continue; 
• students will continue to suffer under unequal 
education, created to supply a reservoir of cheap 
labour. Ethnic control and unequal facilities will remain 
Apartheid will still be felt in our classrooms; 
• the religious and cultural life of our people will be 
harmed. The sins of apartheid will continue to be 
stamped on the culture and religions of our people; 

• the oppression and exploitation of women v/ill con-
tinue. Women will suffer greater hardships under the 
new pass laws. Women, will be divided from their child-
ren and families. Poverty and malnutrition will continue 
to disrupt family life. The brunt of apartheid will still 
be earned by our families; 

• non-racial sport will suffer. There will be less money 
for the building of sports facilities. And, forced sep-
aration will deal non-racial sport a further blow We 
know that apartheid will continue 
• that white domination and exploitation will continue-
that forced removals, the Group Areas Act and the Ban-
tustans will remain. 

We know that there will not be an end to the unequal 
distribution of the land, wealth and resources of the 
country. That the migratory labour system will live on 
to destroy family life. 

We know that the government will always use false 
eaders to become its junior partners and to control 
us. Our lives will still be filled with fears of harassment 
bannings, detentions and death 

J £ d f u L ° £ t h e ttthat t h e n e w Constitutional pro-
posals and Koornhof measures will further entrench 
apartheid and white domination 
We commit ourselves to uniting all our 
people wherever they may be in the cities 
and countryside, the factories and mines 
schools, colleges and universities, housing 
and sports fields, churches, mosques and 
temples to fight for our freedom 

We therefore resolve to stand shoulder to shoulder 
in our common struggle and commit ourselves to 
work together to 
• organise and mobilise all community, worker stu-
dent. women, religious, sporting and other organisa-
tions under the banner of the United Democratic Front-
. c o[] sHlEo u r ^ P ' 6 regularly and honestly, and brave^ 
ly and strive to represent their views and aspirations-
• educate all about the coming dangers and the need 
tor unity; 
• build and strengthen all organisations of the people-
• unite in action against these Bills and other day-to-
day problems affecting our people 
And now therefore 
We pledge to come together in the 
United Democratic Front and fight side by 
side against the Government's constitu-
tional proposals and the Koornhof bills 
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UDF ON THE 
REFERENDUM 

The U D F was formed to oppose and resist the Constitutional and Koornhof Bills. 
We reject the entire process that led to this referendum. And we also reject and will 
oppose all processes which will be set in motion by this so-called new deal. Through 
the forthcoming referendum on November 2, the present minority government will 
seek to force upon the people of South Africa a constitution that is not based on the 
will of the people. 

This referendum misses the essence of the South African question in that it shifts 
attention away from Apartheid as such to its formal appearance. The real issue 
about South Africa is still whether Apartheid and all that it implies is the right 
order of things for this country's people or not. Most white people and, to a lesser 
extent, sections of the voteless majority in the country have fallen into the trap of 
elevating the referendum and its pending outcome to the legitimacy of the past, 
present and future policies of this minority white regime. 

k 

We assert that an acceptable and truly democratic constitution can only be worked 
out in an atmosphere which is free of fear, mistrust and harassment of one section 
of the population by another. That includes the release of all political prisoners, the 
unbanning of the banned and restricted and the return of those who have been 
forced into exile. 

In rejectji^i^'Un^emp,cratic^metho_d ofUeciding on the future of the people of 
South-Africa [we call on our people to show once and for all that they are deter-
mined to control their own destiny by doing all in their power to halt the current 
process of Apartheid legislation. 

In keeping with this call the U D F regional councils have been charged with the 
responsibility of working out schedules for the implementation of the programme 
of action which should culminate in regional mass rallies shortly before the im-
plementation of the referendum and Black Local Authorities election. 

Ours is a broad non-racial outlook which embraces everybody and we insist that it 
must be reflected in every decision and activity we engage in. Due to this and other 
considerations we addressed ourselves to the referendum question in a different 
manner, i.e. what can the U D F initiate in order to consolidate opposition to this 
Constitution Act, and all the legislation that is likely to flow from it. Our program-
me of action is a very clear response to this question. m 
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I ssued by the !J0I" Pub l i c i t y nr-f>fjrt.ment, P.O. Box 25063, Ferre i rasburg 
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