
Frelimo soldier protects a rural community from MNR attacks.

South than ever that Pretoria had never had

NAMIBIA:
The war 

continues
It is 20 years since the United 

Nations declared South Africa’s 
occupation of Namibia illegal, 
and 15 years since the Inter
national Court of Justice did the 
same.

South A frica  defied both rulings—  
and continues to  do so today. It has 
increased the num ber o f troops in 
N am ibia and introduced successive 
regim es such as the D em ocratic 
T urnhalle  A lliance and the M ulti- 
Party C o n feren ce . N one had the sup
port o f  the m ajority  o f N am ibians.

P re to ria ’s rule ov er N am ibia has 
caused w idespread poverty and dep
rivation, even though the territory is 
am ongst the w ealthiest on the conti
nent.

O xfam  —  a m a jo r Third  W orld  re
lie f agency —  said only 2 2 %  o f 
N am ibia’s gross national product was 
left for black people, who form  
9 4 ,5 %  o f the population.

In  a rep ort urging B ritain  and 
o th er E u ro p ean  C om m unity count
ries to press ahead with negotiations 
on independence for N am ibia, 
O xfam  said: “T h ere  is an urgent need 
to  transform  the structures which 
cause and perpetu ate poverty for the 
m ajority , but these changes can only 
happen after ind ep endence.”

In ord er to secure her control over 
that territory , Pretoria  has deployed 
ov er 100 000  troops. T h e w ar has had 
an increasing im pact on the popula
tion as a w hole. Thousands o f black 
N am ibian m ales betw een the ages of 
17 and 55 have already been forced  to 
register for the first tim e for m ilitary 
conscription.

T h e  continued occupation o f  the 
territory  serves to  secure the sys
tem atic exploitation o f N am ibia’s la
bour fo rce  and national resources by 
transnational corporations based in 
South A frica  and a num ber of 
w estern countries.

T h e  N am ibian w ar claim ed 30 
m em bers o f the security forces last 
year.

G en  M agnus M alan said these ser
vicem en w ere killed in actions against 
guerillas on the northern borders. In 
the sam e period 599 Sw apo m em bers 
w ere killed in actions against the sec
urity forces.

T h e  continued war in N am ibia is 
costing South A frica  about R 3- 
m illion a day (R I,1 -b illion  a year).

P ro f R eginald  G reen  o f  the Insti
tute for D evelopm ent Studies at 
Sussex U niversity  said in a recent 
study that the war had cost S A  m ore 
lives proportionately  than the U nited  
S ta tes lost in V ietnam .

■The death toll betw een 1975 and 
1983 was betw een 2 (XX) and 2  500 
(including accidents and diseases), he 
said.

support 
our

Mozambique
in SADF stranglehold

From the very first moment of its 
independence, Mozambique was 
under threat. The mere presence 
of South Africa on the other side of 
the Nkomati river dictated that the 
Mozambique government, led by 
President Samora Machel, had to 
take special measures against 
cross-border destabilization.

In the even t, it w as from  R hod esia  
that the first organized an ti-Frelim o 
activity cam e. O utraged  by F re lim o ’s 
support o f  the Z im bab w ean  lib er
ation m ovem ents.
R hod esia 
recruited  black 
and white 
M ozam bicans into 
a sm all terro rist 
force  to  op era te  
against the 
Frelim o 
g overnm ent.
A fte r the fall o f  
the Sm ith reg im e, 
this fo rce  was 
taken  ov er by “ »
Sou th  A frica , 
re-trained  and
re-arm ed and built up into a large o r
ganization to  b e in filtrated  into 
M ozam bique. T h e re  it was supplied 
by air from  the apartheid  state and, 
with this assistance and d irect South 
A frican  in terv en tion , rapidly began 
to cause havoc in several provinces.

T o d ay , the M o zam bique N ational 
R esistan ce  (M N R ), as the organiza
tion is now know n, o p era tes virtually 
throughout the country . Its e ffect has 
been  to  disrupt co m m un ication s, ter
rorize villagers, sap already sparse re

sources and exaggerate the con
seq uences o f  drought which has 
afflicted  m any areas since 1983. B y  
the end o f 1983, the situation had b e 
com e so serious that the M ozam bican 
governm ent decided to  try to nego
tiate with South A frica . T h e  result 
was the so-called  N kom ati A ccord  on 
N on-A ggression and G o o d  N eigh
bourliness, signed in M arch 1984. 
U nd er its term s, South A frica  was to 
withdraw support from  the terrorists 
in return fo r a Frelim o prom ise to

N ational Park located  in the 
cou ntry ’s central highlands. D o c
um ents captured at the site dem o
nstrated  that high-level South 
A frican  governm ent officials had 
authorized supplies for the M N R  
after the signing o f  the N kom ati A c 
cord  and, indeed had never intended 
that such supplies should cease. T his 
accounted  for the continued ability of 
the M N R  to  step up their terrorist ac
tions in spite o f a string o f m ilitary 
successes against them . It was clearer

scale down its support fo r the 
A frican  liberation m ovem ent, the 
A frican  N ational C ongress (A N C ).

It was a gam ble which was doom ed 
to  fa ilu re, P retoria  has not only co n 
tinued supplying the M N R  but has 
stepped up its support, in spite o f the 
fact that M ozam bique honoured its 
side o f the bargain com pletely . Last 
year a com bin ed  Z im babw ean and 
M ozam bican force  captured the tcr- 
orists’ main base —  the so-called  
C asa B an an a  —  in the G orongosa

any intention o f respecting its com 
m itm ents m ade at N kom ati.

B y  the beginning o f  this year, 
M ap uto had had enough. T errorist 
activities w ere reaching intolerable 
levels and an estim ated  300 000 
M ozam bicans had been displaced by 
the w ar against the bandits.

M ean w hile, the drought, which in 
the south o f the country had abated , 
w orsened in the northern provinces 
o f T e te  and N iassa. A t the end o f last

y ear, it was estim ated  that four m il
lion people risked starvation. In the 
province o f  T e te  a lon e, 29 (XX) 
tonnes o f cereals w ere needed  for the 
y ear, but only 5 000 tonnes o f m aize 
had been  produced. E v en  the im por
tant coal m ines at M oatize w ere 
affected  because the m iners w ere 
e ith er too w eak to w ork o r had to 
spend their tim e looking for food  for 
them selves and their fam ilies.

E ven in p eacetim e, this situation 
would have taxed the resources o f 

Tiiiem any  developing 
country , but the 

M ozam bican 
governm ent was 
ham pered in its 
re lie f efforts by 

the activities o f  the 
terrorists. T h ey  

attacked  relief 
convoys, 

d estroyed the few 
rem aining stocks 

o f  food and 
prevented  those 

peasants who 
w ere still able to 

farm s from  tending 
their crops. In filtrating from  bases in 
M alaw i, the M N R  launched large- 
scale op erations against the rural 
population, while the poorly supp
lied M ozam bican arm ed forces re 
m ained virtually pow erless to  repulse 
them .

T h e  com bination o f w ar and M N R  
activities, natural disasters and the 
inevitable problem s faced  by an anti
colonial country have taken  their toll 
on M ozam bique.

The declaration of the State of 
Emergency has brought changes 
to the lives of many ECC mem
bers. Since June 12, app
roximately 46 members have 
been detained, one faces deporta
tion and two others have recently 
been served with restriction or
ders.

Ja n e t  C h erry , Port E lizabeth  E C C  
ch air, has been  the Focu s o f  m uch 
concern  in recent m onths. P .E .  is an 
area no toriou s for its brutal and in
tim idatory treatm en t o f  political ac
tivists. T h e  w ork o f w hite activists in 
E astern  C ap e is lim ited. T h o se  who 
do oppose the governm ent arc in a 
highly vu lnerable position .

Ja n e t  has played an im portant role 
in several political groupings in 
E astern  C ap e. T h e  au th orities view 
her as a d angerous sym bol o f white 
resistan ce, despite the fact that all her 
w ork has been in legitim ate and re
spected  organisations. Sh e has been  
su b jected  to  rep eated  police raids, 
physical assaults and  death threats 
and has tw ice had h er car tam pered  
with and fire-b om bed .

A fte r  the d eclaratio n  o f  the E m e r
gency, Ja n e t left Port E lizab eth  and 
w ent to  C ap e T ow n , but she was 
tracked  down and detained. Sh e has 
spent nearly fou r w eeks o f her d eten 
tion in solitary co n fin em en t. Ja n e t ’s 
case m ight have seem ed  extrem e b e 
fore th e E m erg en cy , but now lengthy 
p eriods o f  d eten tio n  and sustained 
harassm ent are  com m on occu ren ces

and could be faced  by any m em b er o f 
an organisation such as E C C .

D om inique Souchon from  Port E l 
izabeth is the E C C  m em ber w ho has 
been in prison for the longest period. 
H e was detained in Port E lizabeth  on 
Ju n e  13, and was held in solitary co n 
finem ent until Ju ly  9. O n 4 Ju ly  he 
was issued with a deportation order 
to  M auritius. W hile he does hold a 
M auritian passport, for D om inique it 
is only a place w here he has spent a 
three m onth holiday. South A frica  is 
his hom e.

D om in iqu e has had no access to 
courts and no opportunity to protest 
against his d eportation. His law yer’s 
attem pts to see the M inister o f  H om e 
A ffairs have been repeated ly stalled. 
D om in iqu e has not been interroga
ted  once since his deten tion . T his 
seem s to  indicate that his deportation 
ord er is the result o f  organisational 
involvem ent rather than any clearly 
constru cted  case against him.

A t the m om ent D o m in iq u e’s dep
ortation has been  delayed while the 
South A frican  governm ent claim  to 
be negotiating with the M auritian 
authorities around the issue o f  his 
passport.

D ep ortation  is not som ething new , 
though in the past seem ed only to be 
used against very high-profile politi
cal figures. D o m in iq u e’s deportation 
could be cause for anxiety am ongst 
all activists holding foreign passports.

Janet Cherry, ECC Port Elizabeth chair stil l in detention.

STOP PRESS: DOIVIINIQUE SOUCHOIM WAS 
RELEASED FROM PRISON ON WEDNESDAY 26 
NOVEMBER.
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FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
ABOUT THESE EVENTS, 

{ p l e a s e  PHONE THE ECC 
lOFFICE 479170 BETWEEN 

12 AND 2PM.
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Your son & conscription
Ail white South Airican parents with teenage 
sons have to face the question of national 
service. If you are happy, and your son is 
happy, fine.

But hundreds of parents are not.

Unfortunately, most parents and their sons are 
denied the opportunity to approach the is&oe 
knowledgably and openly. At school, your son is 
encouraged to accept national service as 
inevitable, and to see it as a positive, 
maturing experience. But thousands of questions 
remained unanswered. Questions such as:

\ What are my son's legal rights?
* Can he get deferment?
t Should he go to the army straight after 

school?
% What if he refuses to register? 
t What are the moral issues?

Vhat eftect will the army have on my son, 
and on the family?

All too often, these questions lead to 
unhappiness and tension in the family because 
patents do not know how to answer them.

The army is too big for your son to face on his 
own. Ve believe that you have the right to be 
fully informed, so that you can help him.

The RCC and the Conscription Advice Service 
will be running a workshop in August this year 
to help parents with sons at school. The 
programme will include information from legal 
experts, and will address the moral and 
emotional dilemnas confronted by families in 
this situation

It will take a lew hours oi your time. It could 
make a world of difference to your son.



END CON SCR I F*T I ON 

CAMPAIGN 3e CONSCRIPTION 

ADVICE SERVICE WORKSHOP

Theme: Coping with, your son's call-up:
Some of the legal, moral and 
emotional issues confronted by 
parents with teen-age sons facing 
conscription.

Provisional dates: 24th & 31st August
7pm t o  10pm.

If you are interested, please fill in the form 
below and return it to:

The E.C.C.
Community House 
Salt River Sd 
Salt River 7925 

For further information, phone 47-8813 
We will inform you as soon as possible of the 
exact dates and programme.

Name... 
Address

Code:.............. Phone:...........................

Age of son(s) ..............................

Particular problems you would like 
addressed:...............
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ECC CHOWS MSM
On the 28th of April the

ECC took on £ne MSM in a

debate on each oroanisatinn's

view of conscrintion and

the SADF. The venue(Robert

Leslie 2A) was packed out

and people had to be turned

away from the door due to

lack of space.

Prof Danie Visser of the

Roman-Dutch and Private

Law Deoartment chaired the

debate.

The debaters were: Lara 

Friedman and Gideon Rossouw 

for ECC, and Rafi Peer and 

Lance Terry for the MSM.

Lara started the debate.

She SDoke about the SADF's 

role in Namibia and in th? 

townships and said how athor- 

rent this tyne of action is. 

She told the crowded lecture 

theatre that ECC was opposed 

to conscrintion into the 

SADF, and that most South 

Africans felt the same.

CAftV0;
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Rafi Deer was next to talk.

He used cliched rhetoric to 

get the crowd on his side.

He failed dismally. Rafi 

made continued attempts to 

link ECC to the ANC and to 

communism, usinn discredited 

sources.

Gideon was next un and he 

spoke about the fact that 

the MSM opposition to con-
J*

scription was hypocritical 

He said that they claimed 

to sunnort freedom of choice 

but the MSM also say that 

all patriotic citizens ought 

to serve in the SADF. Whereas 

ECC worked for real alterna

tives, the MSM sunnorted the 

role played bv the SADF. 

Gideon rejected the 

"Total Onslaught" theory as 

a basis for lookino at South 

African politics.

Lance tried to convince the 

crowd of the MSM sunnosed

opposition to conscription, 

and their version of free -  

dom of choice.

Questions followed the debate 

where ECC continued to 

strengthen their already 

leading position.

At the end of their summing 

un, the MSM used a limerick 

and a small poster. Instead 

of winning them sunnort, 

this tacky little gimmick 

angered the crowd.

ECC won the vote with an 

overwhelmino majority.

O C O C - O -

E D IT O R IA L

Well, yes! We are very pleased to 
bring you our second independent 
quarterly publication. We had a 
very good response to our first 
publication but there was concern 
expressed about the negative 
connotations o f the name “Tales 
G rim m ”. Well, this time w e’ve 
tried to remedy that!

W e’ve had a very busy and success
ful term on campus. Our “Cam
paign for Alternative National 
Service” started o ff  with a launch 
in the Leslie cafeteria and on Red 
Level in April. A week later, we 
debated with the MSM and won!

Please enter our crossword puzzle 
and letters to the editors are 
very welcome. Place them in the 
ECC pigeonhold or in the ECC 
Room  on Green Level.

Keep well.



No-one is allowed to remove his 
blindfold — nor is any talking 
allowed. In fact, most o f the big 
nosed young men would like to  do 
ju st that! T h e y ’d like to decide 
w hether to  wear a blindfold or not, 
and whether to march over the 
cliff or not. B ut they remember 
what happened to the one big- 
nosed young man who took his 
blindfold o ff  — and they remem
ber how small the box was that

Three awkward options. W ouldn’t 
it be great -to feel positive about 
National Service?
W ouldn’t it be great to be able to 
say to the man with the biggest 
nose in the land (when he hands 
your your blindfold and rifle): 
“No thanks — I hear there’s an 
option! ”

ROOM 
VANDALISED

On the weekend of the 23rd April, the 
room on Green Level shared by ECC and 
PE R SPE C T IV E  was vandalised,

Yellow and green paint was thrown 
over pictures on the wall, a filing cabinet 
and tables and trampled on the floor.

With the Rookies Beerfest on over 
that weekend, it is not sure whether the 
damage had political motivation 0r
was the doing of drunk students seeking 
"fun"

LAND OF THE MANY SIZED
NOSES

There is a land that is ruled by 
people with big noses — the “ Land 
o f the many-sized nose”.
When th ey ’re 18, all the big-nosed 
young men o f the land have to put 
on blindfolds.
Then, a man with the biggest nose 
in the whole land forces them to 
line up in 3 ’s — and to march over 
the edge o f  a c liff  . . . .

We are torceed — to wear a uniform 
that, for most people in the “ land 
o f the many-sized nose”, repres
ents not security but decades of 
repression.
We are forced — to take sides in 
a situation that needs people to 
stop taking sides!

So  what are our options?

One : exile 
i’wo : prison

The third option is to stay at 
university so long that eventually, 
either the conscription law will 
change, or you can ’t walk w ithout 
the help o f a w dking stick.

he was locked away in . . .  .

We, as conscripts are forced to 
do many things.
We are forced — to take part in an 
illegal occupation o f Namibia and 
Angola.
We are forced — to take part in 
cross border raids against an organ
isation whose views we have never 
been allowed to hear.
We are forced — to represent an 
oppressive government in townships 
created by that very oppression.

CONSCRIPTION' ADVICE SERVICE

Do you have conscriotion hassles? 

Trouble with your deferment?

Don't know where to po for help? 

CAS can help you. The ConscriDtion

Advice Service can be contacted 

at these numbers:

Campus CAS: 650-2827 Anton 

650-3538 Fran 

689-9192 Wayne

The Cape Town branch of the 

Advice Service now have their 

office at 28 Selbv Road,Mowbray. 

Durina the week advisors will -be 

available between 5-30 and 7-30nm

Phone number: 689-1194

At other times the nhone will be 

linked to an answerina machine.

If you leave a messaae, CAS will 

pet back to you.

P r i n t e d  o n  S R C  P r « t  u r T



OUT OF STEP AND PRESS 
RESTRICTIONS

The Cape Tow n ECC publication 
O U T O F ST E P  has joined the 
progressive newspapers — THE 
W E E K L Y  M A IL, TH E SOWETAN, 
SAAM STAAN and G R A SSR O O TS 
— who face' what amounts to an 
effective banning under the Emerg
ency Media Regulations which 
have already closed dow’n the 
NEW NATION and SOUTH.

These regulations allow the Minister 
o f Home Affairs, S to ffe l Botha, to 
silence any newspapers with which 
the government disagrees and w;hich 
he sees as part o f the “present 
flood o f revolutionary propa
ganda.” This is deemed necessary 
despite the barrage o f other censor
ship regulations which already exist 
to  undermine the freedom o f the 
press in this country.

In terms o f the “ total strategy” 
propagated by the Nationalist 
government, the war in South 
A frica and Namibia is, in the words 

o f  Magnus Malan, Minister of 
D efence, “only 2 0  percent m ili
tary and 8 0  percent psychological.” 
The government is attem pting to 
win that 8 0  percent o f the battle 
by closing down that section of 
the press which has had the courage 
to speak out against the injustices 
o f the apartheid system in the 
past and by making other news
papers more wary o f publishing 
criticism  o f government policies 
and actions.

The Minister feels that the August 
and November 1987 editions of 
O U T O F ST EP were “calculated to 
have the effect o f stirring up or 
rerm enting feelings o f hatred or 
hostility in members of the public 
towards a security force or mem
bers o f a security force.” Most of 
the m aterial to which the Minister 
ob jects is inform ation drawn from
acknowledged professional experts, 
such as a Namibian lawyer. Or in

another case the offensive state
ment is “Our business is killing 
and business is good” which is a 
direct quote from  a Koevoet 
t-shirt. G R A SSR O O TS puts it in a 
nutshell when they say “We believe 
that the security forces have 
generated whatever hatred exists 
against them .” It  goes on to say: 
“The government would do better 
to take heed o f how our readers 
view the security forces than to 
try and silence the m essenger.”

Banning sections o f the press is not 
a long-term solution. It may serve 
to deprive many people o f a voice, 
but it does not remove the funda
mental grievances which these 
people have towards the system of 
apartheid.

The ECC supports the “ Hands Off 
the Media” campaign, not simply 
because our own publication is 
under threat, but more funda
mentally because we believe that 
the existence o f a free press is vital 
in order to build a new South 
Africa.

SIX YEARS FOR 
DAVE BRUCE?

As D r Ivan Tom s approaches his 
fourth m onth in ja il, another 
ob jector faces the same punishment 
for his refusal to  serve in the SA D F.

DAVE BRU C E, a form er Wits 
student, reported for his national 
service on August 5 last year, and 
is now awaiting trial. His trial 
has been postponed several times 
while a charge sheet is drawn up, 
and his next appearance in court 
will be on May 24th . The sentence 
for refusing to serve in the SA D F 
is 1 1/2 times the length o f  service 
owing to the SA D F : for Bruce, 
who has done neither his initial 
two years or his two years o f  
camps, this means that he faces 
«ix years in prison. His reasons for 
refusing to serve are based on an 
opposition to racism and a belief 
thaf the SAD F is fundamental in 
upholding the system o f apartheid.



SADF IN 
NAMIBIA

While South A frica has been 
stalling on independence for 
Namibia, the people have been 
suffering. Over the years terrible 
accounts o f atrocities against civil
ians have emerged. These facts 
often  only becam e known because 
o f court cases. M any cases involved 
members o f the security forces.

The Shifidi trial could have been 
very similar, except that it got 
banned. Im manuel Shifidi was 
killed when violence broke out at 
a political rally in K atatura, Wind
hoek. The pro-government press 
im m ediately blamed SWAPO (a 
legal political party) for his death. 
This version was discredited when a 
■signed affidavit was given to the 
In q u est C ourt. This docum ent said 
that about 5 4  m em bers o f the 
army (Batallion  1 0 1 ) had been 
ferried from  N orthern Namibia to 
W indhoek with the express inten
tion  o f  disrupting the SWAPO 
Rally. The soldiers were armed 
w ith knives, pangas, clubs, bows, 
arrows, spears, knobkieries. Som e 
even wore SWAPO t-shirts.
--- ---------- ------- --------- ———.—-----------t ’

SMEAR CAMPAIGNS 
AGAINST ECC

ECC calls for alternative service 
for conscripts who cannot serve 
in the SA D F because they have 
m oral, religious or political ob jec
tions. We believe all conscripts 
should have the right to  choose. 
Through alternative service proj
ects, we hope to show a more 
constructive national service.

Many o f our opponents scribble 
away on toilet doors, others are 
more am bitious and print defama
tory posters, and illegal stickers. 
Som e even use helicopters to drop 
pamphlets.

In a recent Court M artial o f three 
national servicemen, the Court 
President, Colobel Manie Dempers, 
said ih his judgem ent that Colonel

This group was allegedly respon
sible for the violence that led 
to Mr Shifidi’s death.

Six Defcnce Force members were 
charged with murder. The pro
secutor alleged that two colonels 
were involved in sending the 
soldiers to the Rally, and that they 
had deliberately disturbed the 
peace, violently disrupting the 
meeting.

On the morning that the tr^al was 
due to start, it was announced that 
P W Botha had instructed the 
Administrator o f Namibia to stop 
the trial. P W Botha has this power 
in terms of Section 103ter(4) o f

J  Claase (o f Com m unication Opera
tion, W P Command) conceded 
under cross exam ination that there 
was a SAD F campaign to discredit 

. the ECC, in order to undermine 
■ ECC’s goodwill.

In  response to this, ECC applied 
to the Cape Supreme Court for an 
interdict. An interim order was 
granted restraining the SA D F from  
unlawfully harrassing and inter
fering with ECC.

the D efence A ct. This clause is 
supposed to be used where the 
soldiers had acted in good faith, 
in com batting terrorism in the 
operational area.

This banning caused worldwide 
dismay. Shifidi*s fam ily was anger
ed because the murderers would 
not be found guilty and punished. 
T he Bar Council o f  Namibia ex 
pressed “ shock and disbelief” , and 
they concluded that the issuing 
o f  the banning certificate was 
abusing the powers o f the D efence 
A ct. The independence o f the 
judiciary is seriously threatened 
by executive meddling in the legal 
process.

One o f Mr Shifidi’s friends said: 
“He (Botha) has also given a 
clear indication that not even the 
law can stop him and his soldiers 
from killing innocent Namibians.”

The occupation o f Namibia, which 
is illegal in terms o f International 
Law, has had a brutalising effect 
on the people o f that country. 
South A frican conscripts are 
fighting there, and we have no 
freedom o f choice w hether we 
want to , or not.

The Aida Parker Newsletter often  
launches diatribes against ECC, 
linking us to  Moscow and making 
other spurious claims. The April 8 , 
1986  edition was found to be 
grossly inaccurate, and was found 
to have violated the Media Council 
Code o f Conduct. Despite this, 
the National Students Federation 
(to which the MSM is affiliated) 
have sent copies of the Aida Parker 
Newsletter to school principals. 
They often use the discredited 
stories about ECC themselves.

After the Aida Parker Newsletter 
was distributed to schools, the 
Eastern Province Herald Editorial 
had the following to say:
“It is deplorable . . .  to foist the 
Aida Parker Newsletter on young 
impressionable minds. 'W e would 
not read them if  th e y ' contained 
disinformation about fish, let alone 
national affairs.”



ECC INFORMATION FORUMS
For those who have any questions 
concerning the conscription laws, 
deferment, alternatives to the army 
and also one ’s rights in the army, 
be sure to attend one o f  ECC’s 
information forums currently being 
held on campus and in residences.

ECC decided to embark on these 
forums in response to a growing 
need amongst conscripts and their 
families to  find out what their 
rights are with respect to the 
army. Similar forums are being 
held throughout the country and 
no doubt those facing the August 
call-up will be able to make maxi
mum use o f  this facility. Needless 
to say, one need not be a supporter 
o f  the End Conscription Campaign 
to attend these forums. They are 
intended as a service for both those 
who are unsure about the alter
natives to serving in the SADF, 
as well as for those going into the 
army who have questions about 
what their rights are while serving 
in the SADF

r o e l o f  SE R A A R  M AAR W AAR 
(translated: Pik says believe it if 
you * dare

* can keep a straight face 
while trying

* want to meet Rosanne

To buy a ministerial Merc the 
average worker would have to  work 
for 30 years (at least) and spend 
no money at all.
It’s called the protestant work 
ethic.

Help, i t ’s Here! Every nat
ionalists new silverlining 
policy:
“ ECONOMIC REFORM”  -  
double the trouble at 10 
times the price.

THIS IS THE END OF THE 
TWENTIETH CENTURY, P W! 
WE DO NOT NEED RACISM.
PIK SE RAAR M AAR N AAR 
((translated -  Pik says puking 
won ’t help either)

PW crossed the Rubicon and went 
up the creek.

Contrary to popular belief, it is 
not only conscripts who need to 
know about their rights as regards 
the army. It is vitally important 
that a conscript’s family and 
friends are aware o f  what channels 
to follow  should a conscript require 
assistance. It must be remembered 
that conscription is an issue that 
affects women as well, and the 
forums should also be o f great 
benefit to women.

Closely linked to the forums is 
the ECC “ Know Your Rights”  
booklet to be launched soon. You 
will be informed o f  it as soon as it 
is available, and it will no doubt be 
an invaluable asset to every con
script and his family.

At each forum a member o f  the 
Conscription Advice Service will 
be present and available to answer 
any question you may have. The 
.forums fo'tn part o f  ECC’s national 
campaign for alternative service and 
there will o f  course be members o£

It’s not true that P W doesn’t 
know where to lead us — he is 
trying to get back to 1947 and 
doesn ’t know how.

UCT-ECC present to answer any 
questions you may have concerning 
che campaign and the organisation 
in general.

The sort o f  topics raised at the 
forums to date are perhaps the 
requirements o f  the Board for 
Religious Objection, the laws con
cerning camps and deferment, the 
question o f  eligibility o f  foreigners 
for the army, one’s right to see a 
chaplain, township duty and many 
other issues.

If you have not yet attended one 
o f  our forums and you have quest
ions to ask, look  out for the posters 
advertising the date and venue for 
the next forum and come along 
next time. If you need conscrip
tion advice urgently or you cannot 
make it to a forum, Conscription 
Advice Service operates from the 
SRC Office on Red Level every 
lunchtime. Otherwise, feel free to 
pop in at the ECC O ffice on Green 
Level and speak to someone.

See you at the next forum!

Seriously, the Total Onslaught is 
TRUE!
How do I know? I saw it on  SABC, 
o f  course.

OJHV DON’T I 
HAVE My RfALj 
ALTERNATIVES
jo  Conscript̂

I HATE ty&ELF FOR NOT JOINING 
THE ECC AND

ic w m ...l JUST can't ...

n [EL-
UJELL.THAT isn't exactly 
TOE..,I HATE EVERYONE FOR 
NOT 1H £ ECC —J 11

*)

. . .  1



ECC CROSSWORD

SHOW OF 
SOLIDARITY

After the recent SADF cross-border raid 

into Botswana, in which 3 Botswana 

civilians and a South African exile were 

killed, two of our members wrote a letter 

on behal* of ECC to the Botswana oress. 

In the letter thev expressed condolences 

to the families and friends of the 

oeonle killed in the raid. They also 

stated our onnosition to the militarisa

tion taking place in South Africa.

We believe the violent resnonse of the 

South African government to the Dolitical 

crisis of this country, is spreading 

violence to neighbouring states. This 

aggression has caused sufferino to 

innocent people.

Dearest Gideon and Pieter

It is with great respect that I 
write this letter to you. I was 
well impressed by your article 
in regard to the South African 
defence raid into Botswana. It 
really touched my feelings to know 
that there are some “ white”  people 
concerned about the reactions o f 
the South African government. In 
any case, I think South Africa 
needs a lot o f people like you 
who are very concerned about the 
situation. I believe that you are 
doing G od ’s work by condemning 
meaningless deaths, and may the 
Lord give you more courage, 
strength and most o f all Love. 
Be Blessed good people and con
tinue your good work.

E CC was pleased ̂o receive a reply from Y o u r s  faithfuljy  

someone in Gaberone: Jacob M

W I N  TW O  E C C  
T - S H I R T S

G O O € H H >

ECC CROSSWORD 

Down:
I. Formerly Koevoet in Namibia 

(5)
............out the Townships (6)
Student Press Group (5)
I ’m a doctor and I don ’t 
believe in conscription into 
the SADF (4)
. . .  is no Solution (3)
SADF policy in Namibia (15) 
Leaders in Lusaka (3)
Our Angolan hero (6) 
Newspaper recently banned(5) 
Our opponents in a recent 
debate(3)
SA ’s Freedom Fighter Friend

16........................belong in the wild,
not in the townships (7)

19. Could have caused helicopter 
death at Rand Easter show 
(3, no.)

20. N ot just a friendly ghost(6)

O O O O O O O O G

Across:
6 / where Cliff Saunders spends 

his holidays
7. American conscription (5)
8. Time for next army call- 

up (6)
11. Religious objector without a 

gun (3,9)
13. Five-pointed bastion o f  the 

SADF (6)
14. Not a computer language!(6)
16. Venue for recent Angolan 

talks (11)
17. Military man behind it all(6)
18. Coke, but more like Rag (5)
19. Number o f  years in jail for 

refusing to go to the army(6)
20. Holidays for life?! (5)
2 1. Working for a . . . . peace (4)

Leave your entries in the ECC
Pigeonhole, or in the ECC Room,
Green Level, Students’ Union.

WIN TWO ECC T-SHIRTS!



What does the ’Call Up’ 
mean for you ?

SADF troops in Sebokeng township October 1984

Early next week, many o f you w ill be packing 
suitcases in preparation fo r this January's SADF 
intake. You 'll be half-dreading the last good
byes; tears and excitement at the castle.

But it's something everyone must go through; 
every fam ily must lose a son, every wife a husband.
Basics w ill be tough, we all know tha t.....maybe it
w ill be good fo r him — ha'I! learn to obey, un- 
qusstioningly — he'll learn to  accept authority  
placed above him in the army, he'll learn to sub
merge his own feelings for that o f a greater cause.

But somewhere, maybe, at the back o f your mind, 
there is a doubt. Is this actually what we want? For 
2 years young men w ill be absorbed into a m ilitary  
community; trained to k ill, trained to die.

Men who are conscripted are young. Mostly they 
are 17 or 18 years old — the most impressionable 
age, the easiest to mould.

As soon as they leave home, there w ill be no 
guarantee that the values we have always cherished 
w ill be encouraged in them. We w ill have to stay at 
home. But we w ill constantly be worrying: 

where is he now, why haven't we had a letter in 
so many months?
w ill he still be the same person we saw grow up
w ith decent human values?
w ill we see him again, whole in mind — and in
body?

Should we have to cope w ith this worry? Should 
we have to remain in ignorance of the actions of 
the SADF? Should we have to go through this and 
still wonder "what are they doing there, why are 
we fighting a war?”

We are to ld we are protecting the Namibians from  
SWAPO terrorists. But if  we are honest wa w ill 
realise that a terrorist is the name we give to 
anyone "on the other side". Mugabe is no longer 
a "te rro ris t", Machel is no longer a "te rro ris t". 
If we were Namibians, we would not call SWAPO 
'terrorists' but our 'boys', our sons.

We are also to ld that wa are protecting S.A from  
an external enemy. How can this be true in light of 
events o f the recent past. In the last three months 
the SADF was deployed in the African townships 
of Sebokeng, Sharpeville and Soweto and in the 
Eastern Cape.

Our sons were used against fellow South Africans 
who were protesting against rent increases they 
could not afford. Young white soldiers were used 
against black schoolchildren who reject their 
inferior Bantu education,

in Sebokeng the SADF was involved in a house to 
house search at 3 o'clock in the morning to root 
out 'agitators'. None were found. Instead, nany 
people were arrested fo r pass !a/v and rnigran 
labour offences.

Our children are being conscripted ;o defend 
apartheid. They are expected to participate in a 
civil war and use force against the majority o f our 
people who bear the brunt o f this evil ?ysre;r). 
Surely they should have the choice.

This is why we call for an end to conscription. 
We appeal to you to jo in the rosrcy people who 
oppose compulsory m ilitary service and who ar<* 
working for a just peace m our land,

Published by the END CONSCRIPTION COMMITTEE P.O.Box 208 Woodstock 791b



WAR IS NOT COMPULSORY 
-LET'S CHOOSE PEACE!

The ECC believes that war is no solution,and 
neither is it compulsory.We believe that 
the real solution to the South African s i t u 
ation is the establishment of a just peace. 
This campaign is a call for all of us to 
work together for this peace.

¥  W H A T  W A R ?

W e  live in a s o c i e t y  w h e r e  b a s i c  h u m a n  r i g h t s  a r e  
d e n i e d  t o  t h e m a j o r i t y  of  t h e p e o p l  e ."Peopl e live 
in s u c h  a w a y  t h a t  t h e i r  h u m a n  p o t e n t i a l  a n d  n e e d s  
c a n  n e v e r  b e r e a l i s e d . T h e  ' u n r e s t 1 is the i n c r e a s 
i n g l y  d e s p e r a t e  a t t e m p t s  by  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  to t h r o w  
o f f  the y o k e  o f  t h i s  u n i v e r s a l l y  c o n d e m n e d  o p p r e s s i o n

T h e  N a t ' s  r e s p o n s e  is c l e a r . T h e i r  s o l u t i o n  l i e s  
in . p r e s s  c u r b s , d e t e n t i o n s , c l o s u r e  of  s c h o o l s .v i g i 1 - 
a n t e , 9 0 0 0 0  S A D F  t r o o p s  in N a m i b i a ,t r o o p s  in the 
t o w n s h i p s  a n d  s t a t e s  o f  e m e r g e n c y  .to n a m e  b ut  a 
few a s p e c t s . T h e  c o s t s  o f  t h i s  ’d e f e n c e '? - L i v e s  a n d  
s o c i al  c o s t s  i m m e a s u r a b l e  p l u s  R 3 0 m i l l i o n  e a c h  d a y  
in f in a n c e s .

W H A T  P E A C E ?
C l e a r l y  t he  real s o l u t i o n  l i e s  in th e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  
o f a  just p o l i t i c a l  o r d e r . T h e  u n w i n n a b l e  a n d  u n j u s t  
w a r  the S A D F  w a g e s  is no  a n s w e r  to o u r  c o u n t r i e s '  
p r o b l e m s .

■k t h e  c a m p a i g n

w e  a r e  s t i l l  a b l e  to c h o o s e  p e a c e . T h e  E C C  is s et  
o n  m o t i v a t i n g  t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e .T h e  d e m a n d s  t h e  s t a t e  
m a k e s  on  u s  a r e  g r e a t , b u t  t h i s  c a m p a i g n  is a i m e d  
a t  w i n n i n g  t h e r i g h t  to c h o o s e  in p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a s :

• ( l ) T h e  r i g h t  to c h o o s e  n o t  to s e r v e  in t he  
t o w n s h i  p s .

8 ( 2 ) T h e  r i g h t  to c h o o s e  n o t  to s e r v e n  in N a m i b i a .

« ( 3 ) T h e  r i g h t  to c h o o s e  to d o  n o n - m i l i t a r y  
a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e .

W E  C A L L  Y O U  T O  P A R T I C I P A T E  IN W O R K I N G  F OR A  J U S T  P E A C E ! !

'’I?
s m j . CALL-UP

D  P iT E  : 
T I M E :
verne:

v e n u e

T IM E :

If cho#s& peace- c a /t
to yn si tcs ~crnpt€/rie/i/viy

. pa/h'up&te -cn cows/ruc/ics-t
cccfi'cns

A ntwybtr of projects have, bees? prcp&sect 
vlucA ycu can besie/U ^  catrtmcc -

fltfy CWlrf So WORK FO/t Cl JUST PEftCE

S<me poss/biU'nej arc:
jfr tfe cu is ij g /vu s ic / fc r  a  cti/'/d fesis pct/U.
*  pcu .'ifts iy a. /n u ra /
*  c/ecera/V ij cc c rcc tic

The project ir ser frr  the tztk April tm  
but cent first to a PcAmisiq MeenNCi 
for All ctnces/ied.

fipril t w  ,Thurs.

J u s t i c e  H - a M ,  e a u n -e rh ra / 
ctnrrz.______________

i f  ucu. ca fir /naUe (6 -

■m adr
& e r e  ft  c e n t r e
9 oo an\.
t l t h  A p ril 'S u / id a y



OBJECTION: 
A N  OPTION ?

INTRODUCTION

The war on the borders o f  South Africa and 
Namibia is escalating. More and more, white 
South African men are experiencing a crisis o f  
conscience over their call-up to defend apart
heid. Thousands are leaving the country each 
year to live in Europe and America.

Individuals, church and other groups have 
made repeated calls for the provision o f  an alter
native, non-military form o f  national service for 
all people who object to military service, for 
moral or eithical reasons. The SADF set up a 
Commission (consisting entirely o f  military per
sonnel) under an army chaplain, Ds Naude, to 
investigate conscientious objection, and their 
recommendations now form the basis o f the 
Defence Amendment Bill o f 1983.

The proposed legislation is obviously inten
ded to squash all forms o f  conscientious objec
tion.

THE PROVISIONS OF THE BILL

(i) Any secular objector, whether on political, 
moral or pacifist grounds, or any religious 
objector on non-pacifist or 'Just War1 grounds 
will be eligible for the following;:

A prison sentence o f  twice the length o f  the 
total period o f  sentence still due (eg 8 years for 
a person who has not done any military service, 
or 4 years for one who has completed a 2-year 
period o f  National Service).
(ii) “ Community Service”  in a government 
department or state institution for religious 
pacifist objectors, for the same period as out
lined above.
(iii) A fine paid annually for religious pacifist 
objectors who refuse to do commando service, 
until the age o f 55. This would be calculated 
according to salary earned, from a minimum o f 
R470,00 per annum.
(iv) Non-combatant service in the SADF for 
religious non-combatants, for the same period 
as military servirc
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