WHERE

By CHEDDI

JAGAN

(The Fighting Premier
of British Guiana)

Everybody admires a fighter,
particularly if he fights on the
side of the poor and the humble
against the rich and the mighty.
Such a man is Dr. Cheddi Jagan,
leader of the People’s Progressive
Party in the South American
colony of British Guiana. Where
others would have given up in
despair, Cheddi Jagan kept on
fighting, regarding every act of
oppression by* the British colonial
authoities as a greater spur to the
freedom struggle. Not that he
struggled alone far from it- he
was the spokesman for his people,
and the leader of their party, the
People’s Progressive Party. Yet in
him was symbolised all that was
best in his people, and in particu-
lar their defiant determination to
rid themselves of the colonial
yoke and to march along the high-
road of progress.

Dr. Jagan has for many years
been a strong supporter of the
South African liberation move-
ment. He saw to it that his coun-
try was one of the first to respond
to the call for the boycott of
South African goods. He sent
donations _to the Treason Trial
Defence Eund, and mes.sages of
greeting to the Congresss-es and
New Age.

We are therefore very pleased
to be able to print excerpts from
a speech made recently by Cheddi
Jagan the last speech made by
him in the recent election cam-
aign from which the People’s

rogressive Party emerged victori-
ously with 20 out of 35 seats.

Book Review

Who’s Who In

“Political Africa”

A pioneering effort in the sphere
of an African Who’s Who is Ronald
Seeal's “Political Africa”, published
recently in London. Containin
details of the political piu'ties an
personalities of all the territories in
Africa, it is a mine of information,
not previously accessible in con-
venient form, which will be warmly
welcomed by all interested in poli-
tical developments in Africa.

Mr. Segal’s selection of person-
alities for the biogaphical section
is perhaps a trifle arbitrary, and one
feels it might have been better for
him to have spread his net wider
and included more people, even
though providing less
in each case.

Nevertheless, the information he
has so carefully garnered from all
all comers of Africa is extremely
valuable, particularly in respect of
the origin and policies of the various
parties and movements. That Mr.
Segal’s initiative has been widely
appreciated is proved by the fact
that the first edition of 20,000 copies
has already been sold out.

“Political Africa" is due to be
revised every two or three vyears,
which will ensure that future edi-
tions will be as informative and up
to date as the present one. He is
certainly to be congratulated on a
very fine effort. B

Political Africa by Ronald M.
Segal. Published by Stevens & Sons
1961. Price 12.10.0.

information’

STAND

AFTER THEIR RELEASE FROM JAIL eight years ago Cheddi Jagan

and his wife |gosed together happily for this picture. Mrs. Jagan (maiden

name Janet osenber%) was an American whom Dr. Jagan met while

studying dentistry in the USA. She returned with him to British Guiana,

and has thrown herself unsparingly into the freedom .struggle alongside

her husband. In recent years she has been Minister of Social Welfare in
the British Guiana Government.

YVHAT, then, is the real reason behind the opposition to us?

It is because we are utterly opposed to the powerful, the
privileged, the few. These great men know that our programme
Includes reforms and far-reaching social changes. They do not
want change. Why should they? For years they have enjoyed
privileged positions in schools and churches, ottices and clubs.
They tear the competition from their less lucky brothers, which
will come with lowered barriers. And so they tight against us.
They have fought us now for twelve long years—and with some

success.

Between them they defeated us in 1953 when Briti th bayonets smashed
our legally elected government and saved the great men’s privilege.s. Butt
violence only rallied our supporters to return us to the government when
they 80t back the right to vote in 1957. ] )

ur enemy changed their tactics then. They gave us office without
power, plans and problems without money. They caused and fostered a
racial split between the Africans and the Indians in our unhappy country.
For four long years they directed at our Party a press campaign of
slander and abuse which for scurrility and dishonesty could hardly ever
have been equalled. ) o

Recently the United States of America has joined the battle
also. The imprint of McCarthy still lies heavy on that land.
Events in Russia and Cuba have deeply wounded their national
pride and made their fear of Communism psycopathic. No
wonder the great politician Aneurin Sevan wrote: “Fear of
Soviet Communism has led the United States and those who
follow her lead to take a distortad view of the world situation
and the forces which are at work in modern society.” The slogan
of our enemies is. ‘The PPP is Communist.” They ignore the
record of our acts and deeds, the laws we passed, the plans we
have in hand. They shut their eyes and ears and scream: ‘The

PPP is Communist.’

They work on your emotions, these enemies of ours. They try to
frighten you about the future. Well, cast your memories back. As the
colonial peoples rose to freedom, have not their leaders always been
dubbed Communist? Were not Nehru, Nkrumah, Sukarno, Sekou Toure,
Jomo Kenyalla, Lumumba, all called Communists? This is an illustrious
company. _ _

If these are Communists, then 1 take my place beside them
gladly.

Let me say to those who try to frighten you. | do not propose to
establish any form of dictatorial regime in British Guiana. 1 believe in,
and will cherish, parliamentary democracy with its expression of the
people’s will at regular free elections. | stand by the provision of the new
Constitution by which the fundamental rights of all, including freedom
of conscience, and religion, and expression are protected by the courts.
Indeed these provisions were inserted into the new Constitution at the
request of my Party and for my people . ...

1 believe that my first charge is to raise my people from the
mire of poverty in which, for too tong, they have suffered. In this
great project 1 will look for help wherever | can find it. We
reserve to ourselves the absolute right to get assistance wherever
we can and from whomsoever the offer comes. This, however, we
guarantee, that such aid will be taken whether from the United
States, Britain, or Russia, without committal of any sort. Our
new found freedom is, to us, too dear to be bartered, even for
the bread our people need.

I have never made any secret of my views. | have been thrown
out of office. 1 have been subjected to violence, indignity and
jail. 1 am willing to face these things again, and gladly, in the
fight to free my people and to aid them.

HERE | STAND. HERE | WILL STAND TILL 1DIE IT IS FOR
YOU TO DECIDE WHETHER YOU WILL STAND BESIDE ME.

Happy Birthday

Picasso |
JOHANNESBURG. |

South African Peace =
Council has sent greet-1
ings to Pablo Picasso on his =
80th birthday. |
The letter says;

“During your long and pro- E
ductive life you have not=
divorced ' yourself from the =
world around you, nor tried to =
isolate yourself or your art. We =
are familiar with your paintings E
of the Spanish Civil War, and =
who is there who has ever "
associated themselves with the =

eace movement who does not =

now the Picasso dove of "
eace? e

“Although the Xeace move- =
ment in South Africa today =
operates under difficulties, there =
is still a great desire among the =
people to see an end to war and e
racial oppression. Therefore, =
we join hand.: with you across =
the seas and the continents, and =
wish you Ionclzj years in which =
Kou may still paint for all =

umanity, demonstrating in =
your art the universality of all =
mankind." =
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LOVELY BUS -

UGLY POLICY

African and Coloured workers stood shoulder to shoulder in the bus queues. Their solidarity

defeated apartheid.

WHY U.N.O. LAUGHED
AT ERIC LOUW

In South Africa, the Na-
tionalists separate White
from Black. Abroad, Mr.
Eric Louw turns Black into
White. He told UNO how
well treated the *Bantu’
were. Delegates were not
Impressed.  This article,
quoting him, tells why.

"The annual per capita income
of the South African Bantu only
has during the five years from
1953 to 1959 increased by more
than 64 per cent.”

As there have been no officially
published figures on the distribu-
tion of the national income
according to race for the last 10

years, it is a m stert)_/ how M.
Louw arrived at this |ﬁure. )
What we do know, however, is

that in private manufacturing in-
dustry, the average annual wage of
African workers rose from £142 in
1953 to £156 in 1957—an increase
of only 9%. European wages rose
from £685 to £868—an increase of
26%.

Commodity  prices increased
during the same period by 14 per
cent—more than the increase in
African wages.

Present wages for Africans are
still, on the average, less than £15
a month—not even three-quarters
of the wagea necessary for a
family of five to obtain the bare
necessities for health and well-
being.

Housing

"He is living in a welTlaid-out
Bantu township, in a neat home,
provided with the necessary ame-
nities—electric  light,  drinking
water, satisfactory sanitary
arrangements."

But how many Africans live in
these “neat” houses?

The Government has stopped
building  subsidised houses. It
builds only for those who can
afford to pay an ‘economic’ rent,
i.e. for those families which earn
a minimum of £15 a month.

It has been shown that only 2
out of 5 families can afford this;
only one in two can afford any
rent at all. Nearly 60%, therefore,
live in pondokkies, site and service
schemes and emergency camps,
such as exist at Nyanga.

And what sort of houses do the

40% who can ‘afford’ the econo-
mic rent get anyway?

Desperate searching for the
cheapest possible house at current
prices has resulted in houses for
£200 or less. They are mere shells.

They are built with concrete
screed floors, corrugated asbestos
roofs, 4Y' internal walls, no
ceilings, no internal doors. At

Nyanga, not a single bath has
been provided by the Local Au-
thority in a single house.

Minimum standards for drinkin
water are that where only stan
pipes are built they should be so
situated that no dwelling is more
than 500 feet from such pipe. Pail
latrines must not be built nearer
to the houses than 12 feet. There
are no minimum standards for
electric light.

Education

"His children receive both pri-
mary and secondary education.”

How many? ]

In 1958 only 56% of all African
children of school-going age were
being educated.

In" 1955, only 6% (60,308) of all
African children at school were in
Standards VI to X, as compared
with 26% of White children. But
there are approximately twice that
number 130,000? African juveniles
convicted annually for serious and
non-serious crimes!

Today, thanks to “Bantu” edu-

cation, only 3% are in ‘post-
prinury" clashes!
Pensions

"The elders of his community
draw old age pensions ...”

Yes, but what is the amount of
the pension? Last year, the aver-
age amount drawn oer month was
£1. 1 7d.

The fact that over 200,000 old
men and women find it worth
while to struggle to get even that
mean amount shows the extent of
their poverty.

Medical Services

"There are medical services and
also social services for the physic-

aIIK/I unfit.” _
r. Louw mentioned the
Baragwanath  Hospital as the

largest and best equipped hospital
in the continent of Africa, which

served Africans as patients and
trained Africans as nurses.

That may be, but what of Afri-
cans in other urban and rural
areas? The Tomlinson Commis-
sion’s report gives figures for
medical practitioners In  Bantu
areas.

In the Transvaal there was one
to every 13,886 Africans. In the
Mtunzini district, one doctor for
3B,XX).

ven in the highly urbanised
area of Nyanga West there is no
resident doctor, no hospital, no
District Surgeon or District Nurse,
and no general daily clinic. Every-
where there is a shortage of
nurses, of doctors, of hospital beds
for Africans.

There is no institution for the
African mentallg ill in the whole
of_I the  Republic—only prison
ceils.

PERHAPS MR. LOUW WILL
ADD THIS ARTICLE TO HIS
FILE OF NEWSPAPER CLIP-
PINGS. | HOPE SO. HE NEEDS
SOME FACTS AND FIGURES.

N.D.

French Arms Factory

In S.A.

JOHANNESBURG.

fIIHE opening of a large French
arms factory here this week will

ive the army and the police more

ocally made weapons shortly.

The factory, a subsidiary of Le
Cabone (Pty.) Ltd., the second
largest factory in France, will pro-
duce rocket missile components as
well as general electrical equipment.
High-up members of the Defence
Force, including Commandant-
General P. H. Grobbelaar and
Combat-General J. N. Biermann,
were present at the opening.

The new factory is believed to be
a direct result of the talks between
the Nationalist Minister of Defence
Mr, Fouche. and the French Gov-
ernment earlier this year. It is a
part of a growing arms trade be-
tween the two countries, both of
which are busy with the same job
of putting down freedom movements
in Africa - France in Algeria and
the Nationalists here.

The South African Air Force also
recently acquired new French Sabre
jet-planes.

Protest At Ban On

Teachers

CAPE TOWN.

IMHE Teachers’ League of South
Africa, in a .statement issued by

the President, Mr. W. P. van

Schoor, has strongly condemned the
banning of live more of its
members.

They are Messrs R. O. Dudley
(General Secretary), E. L. Maurice,
G. L. Abrahams (Executive mem-
ber), Mr. F. Landman and Miss J.
Gool, all of whom have been pro-
hibited from attending gatherings
for a period of five years. Four
other leading members, Messrs A.
Fataar, W. Wessels, C. Pieterse and
Mrs. J. Meissenheimer were served
with similar banning notices last
month.

The statement says that the ban-
ning of these members is part of a
sustained attack on the TLSA, in-
tended to clear the way for the
complete control of education by
the Coloured Affairs Department.

“The real targets in this savage
offensive are, in fact, the children,”
adds the statement. “It is the% who,
regardless of cost, are to be the
victims of slave schooling. It is be-
cause the teachers have come to the
defence of the children that they
are being persecuted . . .”

“The utter contempt with which
standards and values in education
and the status of the teaching pro-
fession are being brushed aside, is
an indication of the ignominious
role teachers will be called upon to
play in the new order of CAD
schooling.”

More Banning Orders

CAPE TOWN

lyi EMBERS of the Special Branch
‘N'm-served bannin? orders on three
more non-white leaders in Cape
Town last week.

They are Mr. Tofie Bardien, exe-
cutive member of the Coloured
People’s Congress and secretary of
the Taxi Drivers and Owners Asso-
ciation; Mr. Zollie Malindi of the
Garage Workers Union and Mr,
Archie Sibeko, another African
trade union leader.

All three men are prohibited from
attending gatherings anywhere in
Souuth Africa and SWA for the
next five years, in terms of the
Suppres?(ion of Communism AoL

In Port Elizabeth similar ban-
ning orders were served on Mr.
Dennis Brutus, Secretary of the S.A.
Sports Association, and a member
of the S.A. National Convention
Movement, and Mr. F. Landman,
also a member of the Convention
movement.

BUS APARTHEID THAT FLOPPED

Africans and Coloureds Defeat
Raclalists

JOHANNESBURG.

A bus company colour

BAR TO SEPARATE AFRI-
CANS AND COLOUREDS—
INTRODUCED THROUGH THE
BACK DOOR IN NOORDGESIG
AND DIEPKLOOF — HAS
FAILED.

After nearly two months, freshly
ainted buses of different colours
or the two groupt, different bus
stops and other tricks have failed to
induce the Africans and Coloureds
to accept separation and race rela-
tions remain as good as ever be-
tween them.

This bus apartheid story begins
with the 1960 election battle over
the Noordgesig Tenants Committee.
The Civic Part?/ (taking a leaf out
of the Nationalist Party book) and

led by IankY furniture worker Jan
Harris, let loo.e the election war
whoop that the Africans were

‘overwhelming’ the Coloured folk.

The newly established African
township of Diepkloof had as yet
no bus service and the nearest was
that of Noordgesig, a mile and a
half away.

_ Speakers trying to work ulp feel-
ing against Africans and Coloureds
using the same buses said “Our

women folk are being trampled.”
“We can’t get on our own buses.”
“African thugs are assaulting our
children and workers live in fear on
Fridays when they have their weekly
pay packets.”

SHADES OF VERWOERD!

Plots and plans were made behind
the scenes. A delegation was formed
to interview PUTCO, the bus com-
pany. “We w«nt separate buses”
was the cry.

PAG Men Released

JOHANNESBURG.

PORTY-TWO former PAC

men, the last of a batch of
142 who were sentenced to 18
months imprisonment after their
participation in the anti-pass
campaign at the time of Sharpe-
ville last year, were released last
week from WVitbank jail. The
other 100 had been released

earlier after paying their fines.

Among them was Mr. Joseph
Mashega, a former petrol attendant
who is among the many who have
no job to go back to. Tragedy
struck Mr. Mashega’s family while
he was in Ijail. The baby that was
bom shortly after his arrest and
that he had never seen died at the
age of six months.

Mr. Reginald Peele, who worked
as a filing clerk for over ten years
with one firm, told New Age that
he was having great difficulty in
finding another job as there were so
many applicants wherever he tried.

ORDERED TO BASUTOLAND

Mrs. Ellen Molapo, who was re-
leased a short while earlier after
serving a sentence on a similar
charge, has been ordered by the
Secretary for Bantu Administration
to return to Basutoland. Mrs. Mola-
po has lived in Johannesburg for
16 years.

She has no means of earningi1 a
living in Basutoland, as she has
worked as a machinist here, and is
deeply concerned about the educa-
tion of her 17-year-old daughter,
who will be unable to continue it
she cannot pay the fees. In his letter
the Secretary said that she was ‘an
undesirable element,” and that there
was no possibility of appeal against
this Ijludgement.

All the families of those released
have been assisted by the Defence
and Aid Fund with rent payments
and money for food and clothing.

PUTCO wisely bowed out of the
situation and talked of the need to
get the approval of the Department
of Transport, raised fares, and all
that. Three members of the Civic
Party duly kow-towed to the Minis-
ter and got a go-ahead signal.

One month later, August 1961, a
sleek, ultra-luxury bus was pre-
sented “as a sample” to the people
of Noordgesig by PUTCO. “This,”
an accompanying pamphlet in-
formed the people, “is the type of
bus, driven, conducted exclusively
by Coloured drivers and conductors
and inspectors . . , for Coloured
and Asiatic loersons only . . .7 is

what you will get if you consent to
pa¥ one penny extra. _
he Dbuses started their run

immediately. Africans queued up as
Uoual. A light green and dark green
coat of paint, freshly upholstered
seats and a deep growl from a con-
ductor that these buses were for
“Coloureds and Asiatics” only . . .
An African worker was refused but
he staunchily replied ... “l am an
Asian." And months of conniving
collapsed < . . becau.se the bus con-
ductor was in no position to be a
race-clasfsifying oflicer!
FRESH RUSE

A few days later a fresh ruse was
tried. The main bus terminus, situ-
ated near Diepkloof was changed to
its present place near the Commu-
nal Hall. “It’s more central,”
Tenants’ Association men explained.

But Africaas from Diepkloof
were relentless; no amount of race-
talk or bar could stop them from
their right to use whatever bus ser-
vice was convenient for them.

In an interview with a spokesman
for PUTCO, 1 learned that there is
nothing that can stop any African
from using the bus service between
Noordgesig and the city, although
the licence plate stipulates that the
service is “For Coloured and Asiatic
persons only.”

The PUTCO spokesman
mented:  “We are runninF a
transport body and not s political
body . . . how are we going to de-
cide who is Coloured or not?”

NOT RAVING RACIALISTS

Mr. J. J. Maree, chairman of the
popular  Trans-COPA  (Coloured

Mother’s

com-

People’s  Progressive Association%
commented; “The bus apartheid o
the present Tenants’ Association has

been a flop.
“In their eagerness to catch
votes,” he continued, “these men

have followed a line that could only
reap the Dbitterest fruits for the
Coloured people. We live in a horse
shoe, surrounded by African town-
ships and it is only with the maxi-
mum amount of goodwill and
friendship that we hope to achieve
race har_monP/."

“Admittedly,” Mr. B. Brown, a
leading resident of Noordgesi% com-
mented, “it is a good thing that we
have an improved :ervice. We don’t
mind paying that penny extra. But
for those who think that this will
convert us into raving racialists . . .
they have another think coming.”

Helped Defeat
Racialism

Mr. J. J. Maree, Chairman of
Transcopo.

Plea For

Sick Baby Ignored

Arrested On Way To Clinic

JOHANNESBURG.
~pilE  Nationalist  offensive
against Africans in the

urban areas has been turned on
to the women of Alexandria
Township. Last week, for the
first time ever, over 50 women
were rounded up, put in the
kwela-kwela, and taken to the
chaise office on permit offences.

Among them was one with a
critically ill baby.

Mrs. Christina Mabaso, of 68
Nineteenth Street, told New Age
that she was on her way to the
clinic, as her baby had a high tem-
perature, when she was stopped by
the “Peri-Urbans” (the municipal
police) and told that she was under
arrest.

She pleaded to be allowed (0 go
to the clinic first, but was abruptly
told to get in the lorry—and was
not released again until 4.30 that
afternoon. ) _

In many other cases crying babies
were left at home as their mothers
disappeared suddenly.

The new move stems from Gov-
ernment policy—the plan that all
Africans are ultimately to be moved

out of Alexandra. Until now it is
only the men who have been
harassed and victimised, but ob-

viously the next stage in the plan
has now been reached, and families
are now to suffer becau-e the
mother as well as the father is to
be hauled before the courts.

PROTEST PLANNED

It is impossible to get a permit to
live in Alexandra unless:

# A pass is produced first—this
despite the fact that there is no
law that African women must
carry passes.

# A married woman came to the
township before 1958. Her hus-
band’s papers must also be in
order.

# An unmarried woman has been
in continuous employment for
15 years.

A protest has been planned
against this new step. Those arrested
have complained bitterly about the
injustice and harshness of the ‘Peri-
Urban’s® action in implementing
Government decree.
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WHITE WORKERS FEEL THE PINCH

These are sonic of the unemployed White workers who eave Department of Labour officials a rou™h time

in Johannesburg recenty.

African Unemployed
Hit Hardest

SACTU Memo To P.E. Council

PORT ELIZABETH.

A SACTU deputation was in-
formed that the I>eputy Mayor
of Port Elizabeth was busy playing
host to the American Navy, when
they presented a memorandum on
unemployment to the municipality
last Monday. )
The Mayor of Port Elizabeth was
recovering from an operation and
was also unable to meet the dele-

gation. )

The SACTU memorandum said:

# That is was alarming that the
municipality was stepping up prose-
cutions for rent at a time when
many people were out of work;

# That the police were also
stepping up arrests of “idlers” and
filling the jails with people who had
committed no crimes;

# That the Labour Bureaux were
serving primarily the employers and
not the workers, and was the central
point of the pass system restrictin
the movement of workers from jo
to job and from town to town and
therefore creating a surplus of
labour, the unemployed, in many
areas;

Nkomo Invited
To India

SALISBURY.

Mr. Joshua Nkomo, the President
of the National Democratic Party,
has been invited by the Indian Gov-
ernment to attend a conference
convened by the London Council of
African Affairs. The (onference
will be held in New Delhi at the
end of this month.

Also expected at the Conference
are Mr. Kenneth Kaunda, President
of the United National Indepen-
dence Party of Northern Rhodesia,
and Dr. Hastings Banda, Nyasa-
land’s Minister of Local Govern-
ment and Natural Resources.

The Nationalists leaders will be
the guests of Mr. Nehru, the Indian
Prime Minister, and the Council of
African Affairs.

Arnold™s Xmas Hampers

The following agents have each
won a free hamBer for bringing in
the greatest number of customers in
August-September:

Mr. Petrus P. Maqurube—Sharpe-
ville, Vereeniging
Mrs. Beatrice Kadehe—Senaoane,

Johannesburg

Mrs.  Esther

khumalo—\Wattville,
Benoni.

# That unemployment hit the
low wage group the hardest as the
greatest number of African unem-
ployed were not entitled to Unem-
Bloyment Benefits as they earned
elow £5.3.3d.

UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS

SACTU  demanded that all
workers irrespective of wage or
salary earned, should be entitled to
Unemployment Benefits, and stated
that an increase in wages would
accelerate the economy generally
and raise the living standard of the
workers.

All rent prosecutions should stop,
the memorandum stated. The pass
system and police raids should
cease, and in order to secure a
healthy economy and security for
workers, a minimum wage of R3 a
day should be paid.

UP MY

I AST Saturday night was Jazz
m Festival night at Pampoen-
onder-die-bos. This of course was
quite a new innovation, but it all
came about as a result of Baasie
Blesbok’s trip to Alabama, USA,
as a delegate to the annual con-
vention of the KWW (Keep the
World White).

The idea of a Jazz Festival
certainly got the cool cats of
Painpoen-onder-die-bos latching on
to tn.it rhythm. Especially Ooin
Mielieblaar who has been aching
to render his own composition
‘(‘)C(I)ncerto for Piano—White Keys

nly.”

This of course presented some
ditliculty as Oom Mielieblaar
insisted upon finding a piano
which hau no black keys, and
since it was impossible to find
such an instrument in Pampoen-
onder-die-bos, let alone any-
where else, it was decided to
ask the audience to shut their
eyes when the Concerto number
was presented.

Young Dirkie Agteg)laas’ Jew’s
harp solo was turned down as un-
Pampoen-onder-die-bos, and more
consternation was caused when
Mevrou Borstrok threatened to
walk out if anybody so much as
dared to suggest including the In-
dian Love Call in the programme.
She felt the same about Red .Sails
In The Sunset.

TIC Exposes Group

Areas Plan

JOHANNESBURG

ITTHE Benoni branch of the Trans-

vaal Indian Congress has issued
a hard hitting pamphlet exposing a
crude plan by the Benoni Town
Council and the Group Areas au-
thorities to isolate the Indian people
of Benoni.

Proposals by the authorities were
made to the effect that the Colour-
eds of Actonville and the Africans
of the old Benoni Location be
moved out, leaving only the Indians.

“The Indian people condemn this
sinister and provocative plan”, the
pamphlet reads, “We are part and
parcel of the oppressed people and
this can only promote race hostility
and drive a wedge into the unity of
the people. We condemn the hand-
ful of self-seeking individuals who
profess to speak on our behalf...they
have no right to speak in our
name.” The Transvaal Indian Con-
gress reiterates its total opposition
to Group Areas and apartheid.

Alley

However, the situation was
saved when Gertjie Sonderswart
suggested that %aps in the pro-
gramme could be filled in with
extracts from his own musical
production, KING KOOS. So it
was decided that these and the
piano Concerto (White Keys
Only), plus a go<” wallop of
boere-musiek should complete the
programme.

But some of the gang from the
Pampoen-onder-die-bos ~ Jeugbond
threatened to come around and
wreck the joint if they were to be

debarred from doing ;ome rock-
and-roll. ] _ ]

The Festival Committee, in a

pvanic, agreed, provided that

they wore corduroy trousers and

Voortrekker kappies instead of

zoot-suits and duck-tails.

So the Pampoen-onder-die-bos
Jazz Festival went off with a bang
to say nothing of the explosion
which some saboteurs caused right
in the middle of a white-hot rendi-
tion of Jail House Rock by the
uartet provided by the local

pecial Branch.

~The only character who was
disappointed was Colonel Paper-
biitham (Kaffir Wars, Rtd.) who
stalked out in the middle of the
programme muttering that the
Committee could have at least in-
cluded White Till The Sun Shines,

Nelly.
ALEX LA GUMA.

1T.U.C. MAY DROP

COLOUR BAR

Hammering at |.LO. Takes Effect

DURBAN.

a result of the rebuff re-

ceived by South Africa at
the International Labour Orga-
nisation conference this vyear,
when apartheid was strongly
criticised and the threat of ex-
pulsion made, the colour-bar
Trades Union Congress may
open its ranks to trade unions
of all races.

The TUC, which was formed in
1954 by the more reactionary White
unions when the Trades and Labour
Council succumbed to Nationalist
ﬁressure and finally dissolved itself,
as as at present a 90 per cent

White membership a few
Coloured unions.

When their official delegate to the
ILO Conference, Mr. Haldane of
the Bank Officials’ Union, reported
on the hostile reception that he and

and

the South African Government
officials had had in Geneva, the
National ~ Executive =~ Committee

immediately began discussing the
possibility of changing their struc-
ture.

It is now general knowledge in
trade union circles that even If the
NEC does not bring a motion to
this effect to the next annual con-
ference, the National Union of
Distributive Workers or the Gar-
ment Workers’ Union will do it
instead.

S, AC.T.U. INTEREST

The South African Congress of
Trade Unions, which is the biggest
trade union co-ordinating centre for
Non-Whites in South Africa, and
which has made tremendous pro-

gress despite Government persecu-
tion, is watching this new
development with interest. A spokes-
man told New Age: )

“Although this would be a step in
the right direction the mere drop-
ping of the colour-bar from the
constitution without a_  declared
pQ|ICY for the African unions would
still leave the whole thing open to
question.

“THE TRADE UNION MOVE-
MENT MUST REALISE THAT
THE  AFRICAN WORKERS’
STRUGGLE FOR TRADE UNION
RECOGNITION, FOR THE MOST
SIMPLE RIGHT TO ORGANISE,
BRINGS DOWN THE WHOLE
MIGHT OF THE STATE ON
THEM. FOR THIS REASON THE
WORKERS’ STRUGGLE IS AL-
WAYS A POLITICAL ONE-
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL
RIGHTS ARE TIGHTLY
LINKED.”

The South African Congress of
Trade Unions, which has among its
members the vast majority of Afri-
can trade unions in South Africa,
feels that the TUC would be well
advised to consult it now so that its
motives if it takes this step are not
misinterpreted.

African Detective

Stabbed

PORT ELIZABETH.

Five people have been arrested in
connection with the alleged murder
of Anderion Ncapai, described in
police reports as a “very good de-
tective,” who died at Livingstone
Hospital on Saturday last week. He
had been stabbed the previous night
at Zakele while on his way home
from work.

| If Only They Could Vote! |

While Cape Town’s White electorate went to the
Non-White demonstrators lined up in Adderley

olls last Wednesday
treet to voice their

demand for equal democratic rights for all. Soon after the demonstrators
took their places, the Special Branch did their bit for White South Africa
by seizing all the placards and taking names and addresses.
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