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Hilda Bernstein tvingades lamna Sydafrika

Bannlyst for allt hon gor

Det stalls storre krav 
pa Wole Soyinka i dag

BUd: BENGT KJELLIN
Wole Soyinka blev sist i raden av eminenta gaster p i  irets  
bomassa. Sedan han fick Nobelpriset i litteratur forra & ret har han 
haft en jciktig tid.

dervisar jag stfirre delen av min 
tid.

Wole Soyinka fir professor i 
litteraturhistoria och undervisar 
regelbundet p i universitet virl- 
den Over. Intresset fftr litteratur 
har ffiljt honom Snda sedan bam- 
domen i den nigerianska staden 
Abeokuta, som han f6r dvrigt 

- skildrat i sin kanske mest berflm- 
da bok, Ak6.

Men n ir  Ak6s efterfSljare kom
mer vill han inte avsldja.

— Egentligen 8r jag mer tea- 
, Ha l oaiiouonattare,

sager han. 1 teaterdramatik kan 
man Wrmedla intryck och kSns- 
lor mycket mer direkt an p i en 
boksida. Darfor ar jag ocksi in- 
tresserad av att uttrycka mig i 
andra medier.

Hemma i Nigeria ar Soyinka 
betydligt mer berdmd f6r sina 
satiriska och kritiska pjaser som 
gisslar Afrikas fSrtryckare an fdr 
sina romaner. Han har ocksi satt 
upp en del av sina pjaser utom- 
lands.

-EVA
THORPENBERG-PAULSSON

och andra konstarters viktiga roll
i kampen mot apartheid er- 
kindes.

— Det ir  ett betydelsefullt steg
i den revolutionira situation som 
landet befinner sig i, konstaterar 
Hilda Bernstein. P i motet fast- 
slogs att det finns en domineran- 
de kultur i landet, apartheid, och 
ett flertal dominerade kulturer. 
Kampen handlar om att genom 
sin dominerade kultur gdra mot* 
stind mot staten och apartheid. 
Alla kulturyttringar ar lika vikti
ga i det motstindet.

Forfattare fangslas
Det &r inte bara i Sydafrika 

som det fria ordet begrSnsas ge
nom att forfattare f6rf61js, fangs
las eller fbrvisas, bocker forbjuds 
eller branns.

Intemationella PEN-klubbens 
kommitte for fangslade forfattare 
har namn p i drygt 300 fangslade 
kolieger runt om i varlden.

Siffran har sjunkit nigot sedan 
Sovjetunionen under senare tid 
slippt ett antal forfattare fria. 
Taiwan och Sydkorea vfintas 
ocksi inom kort ge amnesti it  
sina fangslade fSrfattare.

— F6r tillfillet 8r pressen hird 
p i Turkiet att frige ett 60-tal 
joumalister och forfattare, sager 
Thomas von Vegesack, svensk 
ordforande f6r PEN-klubbens 
kommittg f6r fangslade fdrfatta- 
re. Om Turkiet skall slappas in i 
den vasteuropeiska gemenska- 
pen m iste regimen visa att landet 
kan leva upp till konventionen j  

om de minskliga rittighetema.
KERSTI RAIEND

— Visst har livet blivit lite 
annorlunda efter Nobelpri
set, men i grunden ar jag 
samma person som tidiga
re, sager forra irets Nobel- 
pristagare i litteratur, den 
nigerianske forfattaren Wo
le Soyinka, som gastade 
Goteborg i gir.

— Livstempot har blivit h<jgre 
och det stalls stOrre krav p i mig, 
sager Wole Soyinka. Men min 
livsstil har inte fQrandrats sSr- 
skilt mycket. Fortfarande un-

— Situationen for sydafri- 
kanska forfattare kan sy- 
nas paradoxal. De hamnar 
inte i fangelse eller bannly- 
ses for vad de skriver, utan 
for vad de gor vid sidan av 
sitt skrivande.
Det sager Hilda Bernstein, 
en liten intensiv kvinna i

bok 
& b lb llo te k  '87

BUd: BENGT MAGNUZON
— Det dr inte for vad forfattare skriver som apartheidregimen fdngslar och bannlyser 
dem. Det dr for vad forfattare gor vid sidan av sitt skrivande som de forfoljs, sager Hilda 
Bernstein, fdngslad och bannlyst i Sydafrika, nu i exil i England.
um om fingslade och fMSljda 
fOrfattare.

Hilda Bernstein ar en av dem 
som varit b ide fingslad och 
bannlyst.

Sedan mitten av 1960-talet le
ver hon i England (hon 8r sjaiv 
engelskfodd) med sin sydafri-

kanske man. Hon ir  medlem av 
ANC och har nyligen kommit ut 
med sin senaste bok, Ddden kan

rnte hindra oss, p i  svenska. Den 
handlar om sabotagerCrelsen p i  
60-talet, den vipnade kampens 
forsta stapplande steg i Sydafri
ka, och hur en man brottas med 
sin vita identitet.

— Aven om det litterara verket 
inte direkt uppfattas som ett hot 
av apartheidregimen, s i  g&r dock 
det skrivna ordet det, fortsatter 
Hilda Bernstein och beskriver 
vad som hinde den svarte arbeta-

ren som p i sin lunchmugg ristat 
in Befria Nelson Mandela och Ge 
oss virt land tillbaka. Han fick 
n8ra tv i ir s  fangelse f6r sitt f5rs- 
ta fSrsok att utnyttja en ritt han 
inte hade, yttrandefriheten.

Vita och svarta kulturarbetare i 
Sydafrika har fram till helt nyli
gen inte samarbetat i stftrre sam- 
manhang. Men f5r en minad se
dan h6Us en konferens med 6ver 
200 deltagare, d ir  litteraturens

60-irsildem. Hon har levt 
en stor del av sitt vuxna liv i 
Sydafrika, men tvingades 
lamna landet inte p& grand 
av sitt forfattarskap utan 
for sitt aktiva deltagande i 
motstAndskampen.
— I den galna virld som apart
heid utgfir, s i  uppfattar inte den 
vita regimen den revolutionlra 
poesin eller den samhailskritiska 
romanen som ett hot, eftersom en 
stor del av den svarta befolkning- 
en ir  analfabeter. Det &r fOrst n ir  
fSrf attaren eller kulturarbetaren i 
handling manifesterar sitt mot- 
stind, exempelvis genom att del
ta i en massrSrelse, som apart
heidregimen tar fram sina repres- 
siva verktyg, fangelse och bann- 
lysning, forklarar Hilda Be
rnstein.

Hon deltog p i sSndagen i den 
intemationella fdrfattarorganisa- 
tionen PEN-klubbens seminari-



Your own 
i nr.Ai 
paper!

THIS WEEK
Lecturers’ 
ballot: 2

Elgar statue 
plan: 4

•  Hilda Bernstein —  
fighting apartheid from 
her Herefordshire vil
lage. Page 6.

£50,000 for 
laser: 26

HHA needs 
£3V2m: 96
PLUS . . .

•  Comment.......................6
•  Letters.............................7
•  Business...................... .12
•  Village new s............... 14
•  Wl Forum......................22
•  Leisure.......................... 29
•  TV Guide......................34
•  Property....................... 35
•  Farming...—..................62
•  Family notices............. 64
•  Obituary....................... 65
•  Sunday services..........66
•  Motoring...................... 68
•  Classifieds....................76
•■Stars;,:.:........................ 90
•  S port.............................92
•  Crossword....................96

NEWSDESK: 
H ereford  274413

ADVERTISING: 
H ereford  269601

THURSDAY, JU



8 8  ' T elephone Classifieds -  HEREFORD 269601

STRUGGLE AGAINST APARTHEID BYTERIHEIMAN

Still fighting 
for freedom 
in S. Africa

FOR most people Nelson M andela represents a symbol of the 
drive for freedom  in South Africa. But for local artist and w riter 
Hilda Bernstein, Mr Mandela was much more. He was a friend 
united  in the struggle against apartheid.

Last Saturday, a five-week-long 
anti-apartheid campaign spotlight
ing the plight of Mr Mandela 
kicked off in London with a huge 
concert at Wembley.

Hilda, aged 73, designed a special 
70th birthday card at her Dorstone 
home for the man she has not seen 
for nearly 25 years.

The last tim e she saw him was 
when her husband Lionel was tried 
in Pretoria alongside Mr Mandela 
and seven  o th er m en in the 
Rivonia sabotage trial. Lionel was 
the  only man freed, but was re
arrested  before he couJd leave the 
courtroom.

<iljf (L.ijir &VJJW3 I

Left children
Hilda had also been imprisoned 

on a num ber of minor charges and 
was de ta in ed  for five m onths 
d u r i n g  th e  196 0  s t a t e  o f 
emergency,

Shortly after the 1964 trial in 
which Mr M andela was sentenced 
to life imprisonment, Hilda and 
Lionel fled South Africa.

“After the trial we were both 
likely to be imprisoned,” she says. 
“We could not work and we were 
banned."

|  They left their four children 
behind and crossed into Botswana 
illegally, walking all night to reach 
safety, Once into Zambia, the 
African National Congress came to 
their aid.

Apartheid books
They were reunited with their 

children in London, where thejf 
lived for 18 years before moving to 
Dorstone three and a half years 
ago.

Hilda has written four books on 
apartheid, is still a member of the 
ANC and tries to keep up with

Hilda Bernstein, of Dorstone, for whom the end of apartheid in South Africa is a life cause, and (left) 
how The Cape Argus broke the news of the result of 1964 trial which sent Nelson Mandela to prison

for life.
South African news by attending 
worldwide conferences on apart
heid, though she can never return 
to the place she called home for 30 
years.

Founder member

She moved to South Africa from 
Britain as a teenager, worked as a 
journalist and soon became invol
ved with the anti-aparLheid move
ment. She was one of the founding 
members of the Federation of South 
African Women, a m ulti-racial 
organisation in Johannesburg.

She met Mr M andela when he 
first joined the m ilitant wing of the 
ANC Youth League.

“ I remember Nelson when he 
first started in a solicitor’s office. 
He was a shy and inhibited young 
man who could not associate with 
whites easily,” Hilda recalls. “We 
became friends through the ANC 
and I still met with him when he

went underground.”
Hilda and Lionel also attended 

his marriage ceremony to Winnie.

Although Mr M andela has been 
imprisoned for nearly 26 years, he 
embodies the aims and desires of 
the p resent generation of opponents 
of apartheid who have never seen 
him, never heard him speak, Hilda 
says.

“He is a symbol of what they 
want. It is the idea of freedom and 
honour. Nelson has a bold presence 
and a way of influencing people,” 
she says.

Remember others
But she feels it is essential to 

rem em ber the other prisoners of 
apartheid.

W alter Sisulu was imprisoned on 
the same day as Mr -Mandela. 
Though he is much more politically 
a c u t e ,  h e  is  n o t  so  w e ll  
rem embered because he is not as 
charismatic.

Above all, Hilda rem ains hopeful 
that one day apartheid will end.

“You have to believe that it’s 
possible to m ake the world just 
and free or you might as well lock 
yourself away inside your house,” 
she says. “I do believe the people 
will participate in their own future. 
Just how much la te r and to what 
extent, I do not know.”

Drawing attention
In an effort to focus atten tion  on 

the dem and for Mr M andela’s 
release from prison 25 m archers 
will walk from Glasgow to London, 
attending 200 public meetings on 
the 590-mile route over the next 
month.

Hilda will join them when they 
arrive in Hyde Park for the final 
event on July 17. Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, among others, will 
address the crowd.

More than one million people are 
expected to attend, all with the 
plea 'T re e  Nelson M andela”.
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Amper veertig ja a r gelede, dae na 

die opspraakw ekkende Rivonia-ver- 

hoor waarin haar man die enigste 

vrygespreekte was, moes die stoere 

kom m uniste-paar Hilda en Lionel 

IRustyl Bernstein te  voet na 

Botswana vlug en u'rteindelik a s  bal- 

linge na  Londen. Nou, met ’n nuwe 

boek op die rak en haar liefde vir die 

kommunisme lankal vergete, oor- 

weeg sy d it om Kidlington in Ox

fordshire w eervirSuid-Afrika te  ver- 

ruil.

SAAM met hlerdle vrou, ’n Londense kind 
van die jaar 1915, hopscotch Jy deur die 
vcrlcde. ledere los klippertjle dlfi ken sy. 
elke verraderllke slaggat. elke lyn -a l sug 
sy en si: "My geheue is te sleg om 'n outo- 
blografle le skryf."

Missus Bernstein is verbluffend vlug op 
amper 88. ondanks artritis en die nood- 
saakilkhold van 'n tweede houpvorvnng- 
ingsoperasle. Jy sweet slordlg. Sy spin 
vredig. In haar seun se huurhuls in Kenil
worth sit sy Jou ore aan.

■‘Hoe ouer 'n mens word, hoe sierker 
word die besef dat veel uit die verlede te 
leer Is. V Ir verreweg die grootste deel van 
'nJonger generasle." skimp sy. "Is die ver
lede vae Dertse wal dalk af en toe opdulk 
in gesprekke met ouers of grooiouers. 
Maar ook hfllle - die mense wat nou sfi 
'Dlnge werk nie meer so nle' of 'Dls sin- 
loos om die verlede uit te pluls as Jy 'n an- 
der realltelt moet ififif. oor 'n nuwe toe- 
koms moet droom' -  Ja, ook hulle sal ouer 
word en skrlk.

"Hulle sal skrlk wanneer tilt lot hulle 
deurdrlng dat hul dood n6g 'n deur Is wai 
'n verlede vlr altyd wegslult. Selfs al was 
Jou lewe nle van grootse hlstorlese belang 
nle. bled selfs die private, die hulshoude- 
llke momente, -n bilk op die lnvloede van 
Jou tyd."

Dit menlng onderskryf sy met haar 
nuulste boek. /I life ofone's awn,vial vorm 
gekry het rondom 'n reeks briewe wat 
haar pa, Simeon, eens waamemende Rus- 
sieso konsul In Londen. tussen 1925 en 
1932 aan sy vrou, Dora, en hid drle dogters 
In Londen geskryf het.

Haar pa. 'n onverstoorbare kommunls, 
Is opgeroep vir diens in Rusland. maar 
kon nooit weer na sy gesln terugkeer nle. 
Later Is hy nie eens toegelaat om geld na 
sy "onaanvaarbarc mlddelklas-gesln met 
'n ele huls en 'n  klavier" in Londen te

Die situasie was onhoudbaar en Dora, 
wat bewus was van gerugte dat haar man 
'n ander vrou geneem het. het In 1332 
saam met die jongste dogter, HUda. na 
Suld-Afrika gefimigreer.

In 1933 is 'n  ander suster. Olga, na Mos- 
kou om hul vader se doodsertlfikaat te 
kry.

Sy het daar 'n  Amerikaner ontmoet en 
besluit om in 1935 na Rusland terug te 
keer. En toe. nes haar pa. kon sy nie die 
land verlaat nie. Eers in 1947. n i dieTwee-
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Op reis na die verre verlede saam met

‘Missus Bernstein’
-------- 64--------

Hoe oue r ’n m ens w ord , 
hoe s te rke r w o rd  d ie  besef 
d a t veel u it  d ie  ve rlede  te  

leer is. V ir ve rrew eg  d ie  
g ro o ts te  dee l van 'n  jo n g e r 

generasie , is d ie  verlede  
vae fle rtse  w a t d a lk  a f en 
to e  o p d u ik  in gesprekke  
m e t oue rs  o f g roo toue rs.

-------- 99--------
trurn van die Robbeneiiandmuseum en 
by die Universitelt van Wes-Kaapland be- 
waar word), het sy haar veral as etskuns- 
tenaar en skrywer onderskei.

“Ek Is nle 'n  verbeeldingryke kunste- 
naar nie." gooi sy wal. "ek Is 'n realls en 
onbeskaamde mensekyker. Ek skllder en 
skryf oor die dlnge wat ek slen."

Haar jongste seun. Keith, kom blnne, 
oorhandig 'n groot koevert wat eers opge- 
wonde bekyk word, dan n rusplek op haar

'• Jy weet. toe ek met die kunsklassc be
gin het, het dlt en letterkunde my lewe 
oorgeneem. Die kommunisme was vlr my 
onversoenbaar met die vryhede en uit- 
drukkingsmoontllkliedo van die kunste. 
al dink ek steeds sosiailsme is -n meer ra- 
sionele stelsel as jou fokus op mense Is. 'n 
Winsgedrewe samelewing het wel onge- 
loofllke vordering tot gevolg gehad, maar 
kyk nou hoe kerm ons noudat ongekontro- 
leerde globallsenng vertxirsaak het dat 
difi met die meeste geld ook die magtlgste

Sag. net-net hoorbaar, sfi sy: "Ek wil te- 
rugkom na hlerdle land, al Is dlt nle meer 
dleselfde land nle en ek nle meer dleselfde 
mens nle. Ek Is -n Suld-Afrlkaanse bal- 

Hllda Bernstein, woduwee van Rusty Bomstotn, skrywor van dls ANC se Vrytwldsmonlfos, [ ling. ek Is 'n Brltse balling, ek Is ’n Suid- 
onupan hlor In 'n huls wat haai soun Keith In Kenilworth huur. Hy en sy vrou Is so beindmk Afrikaanse burger, ek Is 'n Brltse burger, 
met Suld-Afrika dat hulle hullo nou hier gaan vostlg. Foto: AXTONIE ROBERTSON Dls onbreekbare bande.

I "In Brittanje Is almal bale depressief -
do Wfireldoorlog en etlike briewe aan nie-mense. wat 'n  belangrike deel van my , nle net oor die goor weer nle; dls 'n neer- 
hnar fnmille, het sy weggekom. lewe geword het." islagtlgheid oor die toekoms, n gevoel dat

Deur die erg persoonllke gegewe werp Sy het haar in 1940 by die SAKP go-' .-dlesdaarstadlgagtenntgaan. Maarhler, 
Bernstein lig op die Eerste en Tweede W4- skaar. In 1941 met Rusty getrou en In 1943 al kla julle en met reg oor mlsdaad en vlgs 
reldoorlog. asookdle Russlese Revolusie. die heel eerste kommunls geword wat In 'en geweld. Is 'n opgewondenhuld. 'n ge- 

"Ek was maar tien jaar oud toe ek my pa -n splerwit verkieslng tot die Johannes- voel van ondulklng, van groter en beter 
die laaste keer gosien het. As Jy op daardic burgse stndsraad verkles Is. Sy was be- dlnge wat kom. Glo my. Suld-Afrlkanere 
ouderdom 'n ouer verloor en boonop In trokke by die League of Youth, die Trans- Is tans van die gelukklgste mense op aar- 
omstandighede buite Jou begrlp. . .  dan 16 vaal Peace Council, die Federation of de. Enas dlt nle vir my klnders was nle, of 
Jy jou lewe tot toe fin Jou pa af. Op 17. In South African Women, mynstakings, die die gratis mediese sorg In Brittanje. was 
Suld-Afrika. het ek met 'n nuwe lewe be- opmars van vroue na die Uniegebou In ek lankal hler. Ek wtl kom. Bale grant, 
gin." 1956... 'n  voorspel tot elndelose lnhegte- Die koevert skeur sy oop. haal -n brief

Dls moeilik om te verstaan hoekom Hll- nlsnemlngs, aanhoudlngs sonder ver- van oudpres. Nelson Mandela u it  Hy 
da haar ook tot die kommunisme gewend hoor. opgeskorte vonnisse en Inperklngs. wens haar geluk met haar boek. 
het. veral as 'n  mens met die droewige ge- En toe. In 19W. moes hulle sonder enige “Hy vergeet noolt sy vriende nle. Nooit 
gewe in die boek gekonfronteer word. reisdokumente vlug terwyl HUda nog be- nle," sfi sy.

"Bale mense dink dit het met my pa te slg was om 'n bondel wasgoed te was. Hul En toejy die brief teruggee en groet, glip 
doen. maar ek het nle hom of sy polltleke vler klnders -  Patrick (in die rekenaarbe- per abuis 'n sotlike "Helen Bemsteln" oor 
oortulglngs geken nle. Ek Is sterk dryO, Keith (vryskut-fotograai), Toni (rol- Joulippe.
belnvloed deur die polltloke maalstroom prentvervaardlger) en Francis On kodrdi- Onder die kortgeknlpte grys kuif het 
van die jare dertlg: Hlder, Mussolini, ras- neerder van opvoedkuitdlge projekte by haar ofi efTens vernou. haar mond weer 
clsme. Ek het die kommunisme as 'n teen- Brltse skole) - het hul ouers later gevolg. prulmend en Brits gepunt "Oh dear! Not 
pool geslen. Jy was. soos hler In Suld-Afri- Hoewel Hilda sedertdien heelwat work Helen, mister Van Zyt. Hil-da. My name is 
ka, <Jf'nfascis,6f'n kommunls. vir die antl-apartheidsbeweging en die Hil-da Bernstein.'

"In Johannesburg was alles European of ANC-vroueliga in Brittanje en elders ge- *.4 life of one's own word deur Jacana 
Non-European, mense en nie-mense. Ek doen het (onder meer 'n  driehonderd (www.jacana.co.za) ultgegee.

. het dit glad nle verstaan nle. en kommu- stuks onderhoude met ultgeweke Suid- . •  Lees meer oor die Bemstein-familie by 
nlsme het ‘n brug gebou tussen my en difi Afrikaners wat nou In die Mayibuye-sen- www.nisty-bemstein.com
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Ndungane se stem 
nie stilgemaak

Pres. Thabo Mbeki sal vandag in sy staatsrede in die pariement urt- 

eensit wat die regering beskou as die uitdagings vir 2003. Buite in die 

s tra a t sal aartsbiskop Njongonkulu Ndungane, geestelike en filoso- 

fiese leier van derduisende mense, saam  met ander Suid-Afrikaners 

betoog. Hy het vlr Christi van der Westhuizen vertel hoe die uitdagings 

buite die pariement lyk.

AARTSBISKOP NJONGONKULU 
NDUNGANE, hoof van die Anglikaan- 
se Kerk in Sulder-Afrika. Is-n doring in 
die vlees. Ulteraard nle vlr die duisen- 
de gelowlgcs of aktlviste teen oorlog, 
vlgs en armoede In die streek nle, maar 
wel vir die regering van Suld-Afrika.

‘n Paaraanhallngs ultonlangseANC- 
persverklarlngs bevestlg die stand- 
punt. "Dlt is duidellk dat die aartsbis
kop sy eie agenda teen die regering het 
Miskien is wat die aartsbiskop tans aan 
die regering doen. wat hy vergeet het 
om te doen gedurende die aparthelds- j  regime" (KwaZulu-Natalse ANC. 29 Ja- 
nuarie 2003).

"Die aartsbiskop het 'n eng en kort- 
sigtige slenlng van Suld-Afrika se ge- 
sondheidsultdaglngs. Dlt plaas n 
vraagteken oor sy integriteit. verbinte- 
nis tot die land enbegrip vir die grond- 
Uggende uitdagings" (ANC-Jeugllga. 28 
Januarie 2003),

Die spanning Is nie nuut nie. In 1998, 
twee Jaar nadat Ndungane dr. Desmond 
Tutu opgevolg het. het oudpres. Nelson 
Mandela gesfi Ndungane wil die rege
ring ondermyn nisykritiek oor die po- 
were versprelding van pensioene.

Die Jeugllga bevestlg In sy verkla- 
ring dat verskele vergaderings gevolg 
het, ook met Mbeki. sonder dat Ndun
gane die knle wou bulg. Dlt blyk die re
de te wees vir die ANC se impllsering 
dat hy apartheid nle sou teengestaan 
het nle, hoewel hy drle Jaar op Robben- 
eiland opgesluit was!

Ndungane Is deel van 'n groeple on- 
verskrokke swart lelers wat ondanks 
druk weler om hul beginsels te laat 
vaar ter wllle van die magshebbers. 
Mense soos Tutu. prof. Malegapuru 
Makgoba. dr. Barney Pity ana en in se- 
kere mate mnr. Bantu Holomisa.

Ndungane Is pas terug van Davos. 
Switserland. waar hy anndag getrek 
het met sy krltlek op die minister van 
gesondheid. lntussen was hy In Johan
nesburg as deel van die vredeskoallsie. 
en vandag neem hy In Kaapstad aan die 
Treatment Action Campaign se optog 
vir vigsbehandellng deel. Maandag 
praat hy en sy Britse eweknle in Lon
den oor die Zimbabwiese krisis.

| Die groot uitdaging-ninege jaar van 
demokrasie. Is om die Grondwet ‘n "Itt- 
wende werkllkheid" te maak - veral 
vs-aar dlt mense sc bestaansvermoe 
raak. het Ndungane In 'n onderhoud in 
Blshopscoun. Kaapstad. gesfi.

Armoede. ongelykheid en werkloos- 
heid is  die grootste uitdagings wat lei 
tot probleme soos geweld en misdaad. 
Daarby kom die vigspandemle en kin- 
ders wat wees gelaat is deur vigs

■Ons het -n krisis. As ons nle die kri
sis aanpak nle. sal dit verander In ‘n ka- 
tastrofe. Ons het Jong mense wat op die 
ouderdom van agt die hoof van 'n  huis- 
houdlng is. of op die ouderdom van ses 
die dood van hid ouers ervaar het Kan 
jy Jou die trauma voorstel wat hlerdle 
klnders belewe? Ons het klnders wat 
niemand wil hfi nle weens stigma, kln
ders sonder opvoeding, sonder die vkI- 
ligheld van -n huls."

Ndungane bevraagteken die regering 
se prioriteite. Die Anglikaanse Kerk Is 
nie paslfistles nle. maar meen die be- 
steding aan wapens Is onregverdigbaar 
»-eens ander behoefles.

Hoewel die regering "sy bes doen" 
om In te val by die voorskrifie van die 
internasionale ekonomiese wfireld- 
orde. het die beloofde verhoogde kapi- 
taalinvloei nie plaasgevind nle. Die 
groelende gaping tussen ryk en arm 
plaosilk weerspieM wat lnternasiomial 
gobeur.

Ndungane glo dit hoef nle so te woes 
nle. Hy wil 'n ekonomiese Kodesa Sion 
waar die mense van die land -  "ons het 
mense met kreatlewe denke en welwU- 
lendheid" - die ekonomiese probleme 
saam aanpak. Daar is altematlewe. 
soos voorgestel deur ekonome soos die 
Nobel-pryswenners proff. Joseph Stlg- 
litzen Amartya Sen. prof. Jeffrey Sachs 
van die Wfireldgesondheldsorganisasle 
(WGO) en plaaslik me. Margaret Le- 
gum.

Om nlfi die armoedekrlsls aan te pak 
nle kom neer op 'n versaklng ran die 
demoknittese mandaat wat die rege
ring gekry het

Suld-Afrika se regering voer aan dat 
regmngs magteloos Ma«n \ w  multi 
naslonale maaUkappye. maar dlt is 
elndlk deel van ‘n wireldwye "kultus 
van impotensle" waardeur regerings 
hul kiesers probeer wysmaak dat hulle 
nlks kan doen aan groelende ongelyk- 
hede nie. Regerings Is egter verant- 
woordbaar. want hulle Is verkose: daar- 
teenoor Is midtlnaslonale maatskappye 
nlfi verkles nle en moet hul mag dtis 
deur regerings Ingeperk word.

Ndungane meen regerings moet 'n 
grens stei vir die bestaansvermot van 
sy burgers. Dlt sluit In dat openbare 
gocdere soos water, onderwys en ge- 
sondheid nle geprivatiseer mag word 
nle. Armes wil nie "palelsagtlge huise 
of ses motors" hfi nie, maar die vennoft 
om 'n bestaan te maak. Kos, 'n dak oor 
die kop. onderwys en gesondheid vir 
elko«n Is moontiik in 'n "wCreld van 
surplusse". s i Ndungane.

Oor die rol i-an die hurgerlike same
lewing In 'n demokrasie soos Suid-Afri- 
ka. haal Ndungane sy "gunstellng-teo- 
loog", Relnhold Niebuhr, aan: “Die 
mens se vermo* tot geregtigheid maak 
demokrasie moontiik. Die mens se ge- 
neigdheid tot ongeregtlgheld maak 
demokrasie nodig."

Mensv kan das n it net elke vjt Jaar 
ru die stembiu gaan om aan die rege
ring carte blanche vir nog vyf Jaar te 
gee nie. Hulle moet die regering tot ver- 
nntwoording roep wanneer difi nie op 
tree In die mense se belang nie.

Hy wil hom nie uitiaat oor hoe 
responslef die ANC-regerlng op Suid- 
Afrikaners Is nle. behalwe om te sfi 
daar is -n "liarrikoppigheid" oor sekere 
kwessies. veral vlgs.

En. anders as wat in sommige knnge 
gehoop word, sal Ndungane nle weg- 
skram van sy rol om "pn>aktier en 
soms ultdagend" te wees nle. “Ons mag 
noolt ooit toelaat dat die protestem 
wegkwyn nie. want dlt verseker dat 
wat gedoen word, rfig gedoen word.

"Ons het 'n iang geskiedenis as kerk. 
Ons sal nie gestop word nle. Hulle kan 
NJongo Ndungane stop, maar lemand 
anders sal na hlerdle kantoor kom en 
die tradisle voortsit"

•  Die skrywer Is politleke b e riw  
wer van Betid, susterskoenmt van Die

http://www.jacana.co.za
http://www.nisty-bemstein.com
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IN JAIL, I COULDN’T 
BEAR TO THINK 
OF MY CHILDREN
H IL D A  B E R N S T E IN  W A S  F O R C E D  TO  A B A N D O N  H ER F A M IL Y  TO F IG H T A P A R TH E ID  IN  

S O U T H  A F R IC A . TO D A Y , A G E D  8 9 ,  S H E  H A S  NO R EG R E TS , S H E  TELLS ANNE SEBBA

'1  THINK 1 am brave. Yes. 1 d a  I'm prepared to 
accept that now .' says Hilda Bernstein, the vet
eran anti apartheid campaigner reflecting on 
the time her husband faced the death penalty 
three years after her own prison detention 

“I’m  not boasting that I'm extraordinary in 
any way I think you can’t ever plan how you 
will react But I know now that 1 am able to  con
front very difficult situations.'

Hilda serenely imparts this self-knowledge 
while sipping coffee in her Cape Town flat, 
which overlooks the Atlantic and its snarling 
Wft (9m) rollers. Six months ago she returned 
to South Africa after 40 years of exile in Britain 
She Is 89, widowed and recovering from a hip 
operation, so has plenty of time to reflect on the 
past and ask herself if the struggle was worth it.

She is living in a privileged white enclave.

but from her window she can just make out Rob- 
ben Island, where her friend Nelson Mandela 
served 18 years of a life sentence after the notori
ous Rivonia trial, which condudcd on June 11. 
1964 A photograph of Mandela is on her table.

Hilda's husband, Lionel "Rusty” Bernstein, 
an architect was charged with sabotage. He 
could have been hanged, but in the end he was 
the only Rivonia defendant to be acquitted.

But Hilda Bernstein was not concerned just 
for her own and her husband's survival: she had 
four children to think about. When she and 
Rusty were arrested for the first time in 1946. 
charged with sedition during a miners' strike, 
their eldest daughter. Toni, was only two From 
then on. the family lived under the shadow of 
the authorities.

During the 1950s Hilda's activities were in
creasingly restricted until she was prohibited 
from publishing her writing. Then, in I960, 
came the Sharpeville shootings, and a state of 
emergency was declared. At 3am. Hilda and 
Rusty were seized from their home and taken to 
prison. Toni, by then 16. was left in charge of 
Patrick. 12. Frances, nine and Keith, four

"This was the worst time for me. Not be* 
cause the prison conditions were so bad -  dis
gusting food, chipped plates and mattresses 
without sheets — but I really suffered from be
ing without my children for three months. I 
couldn't bear even to think of them.” says Hilda.

“My children were desperately important to 
me. 1 had wanted them, they were not acci
dents, and I felt responsible for them although it 
seemed that politics had taken over. What 
saved my life then was poetry.”

Hilda then recites a verse by the 19th-centu
ry poet Lizettc Reese which concludes: ”1 won
der at the idleness of tears.” She refused to al
low herself to cry. Instead she memorised poet
ry; ”It was a type of mental release, a comfort I 
can't quite describe today.”

Another comfort was keeping a prison diary. 
Slowly, she gels up to find it for me now, a book 
full of pages of minute, pencilled writing, which 
includes a dramatic account of an eight-day 
hunger strike. She concealed the diary by cut
ting a hole in the underarm of her overcoat lin
ing and making sure she always wore the coat.

Only Toni came to visit her when she was in 
prison: the younger children were not allowed 
to see her. After her release Rusty, afraid of a 
repetition of the I960 emergency when both of 
them were arrested, urged Hilda to be more cau
tious. She periodically threw out banned litera
ture. but she knew from the regular raids on 
their house that another arrest was likely As 
long as she remained in South Africa she was 
too deeply involved in politics to stop her activi
ties Although she dreaded the thought of the 
children being alone, prison was a risk she knew 
she must face. When pressed by others to ‘con
sider the children'. Hilda replied: "I do In the 
long run the most important thing as far as the 
children are concerned is what sort of country 
they will have to live in,"

Three years after Hilda s time In detention. 
Rusty was arrested at Ulliesleaf Farm, Rivonia, 
on July 11.1963. He had driven there, with some 
foreboding, for n secret meeting. He was
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Toni insists that she was not damaged by the 
demands made on her But Hilda admits: "I 
think she had to shoulder too much responsibili
ty for a young person We didn't understand 
about child psychology. We tried to protect the 
younger ones by not telling them, but I 
understand now that they picked up things we 
weren’t aware of,”

When the judge pronounced Rusty not 
guilty. Toni remembers the confusion in court. 
The furore drowned out the judge's announce
ment. Just as her mother rushed forward to try 
to touch his arm. her father was immediately re- 
arrested and taken back to the cells.

Two days later Rusty was released on bail. 
Yet both he and Hilda knew it was only a 
matter of days before the secret police would 
come for them both Friends persuaded them 
that exile was preferable to jail. Even so. Hilda, 
convinced that she would never again see the 
country she loved so passionately, did not flee 
until the last moment “I felt I was saying good
bye to all that the house represented; a wonder
ful and fruitful part of our lives.'

It was only when secret police arrived at her 
front door that she left, escaping through the 
back of the house, leaving the washing machine 
whirring on its rinse cydc and the soup steam
ing away in the pressure cooker She went into 
hiding. It would have been too dangerous to try 
to escape to Botswana with her children, but 
she managed to meet them under cover in a 
public park. It was almost unbearable. Keith 
laughed at his mother's disguise — a big hat. 
high heels and heavy make-up. Then he asked 
“How long before you send for us?' It was an un
answerable question When the brief meeting 
was over, Toni walked away with her arm 
around Keith. That image gave Hilda night
mares for years.

Frances, who was II at the time, finds that 
memory almost as difficult. "It s a scene I can re
call very vividly even today and it's still very

emotional These were enormously traumatic 
events for children. 1 think we were all wound
ed. but not in a life-destroying way. We were all 
proud as well.”

Patrick, who now lives with his wife and 
child in France, is the Bernstein child most af
fected by the years of fear and danger. H e had

* once, aged 15. been to visit hLs father in jail. He 
was dose to tears the whole time. When his par
ents fled to England, he was at boarding school 
in Swaziland and was not able to say goodbye. 
Keith and Frances joined their parents there as 
soon as they could but Patrick remained at 
school and came to live in England much later. 
“Now I know I should have made him come to 
us sooner,” says Hilda

Toni, by then married and studying at uni
versity. joined the family with her husband

HOW W ILL SHE CELEBRATE 

FREEDOM DAY IN SOUTH 

AFRICA? “ BY BEING ALIVE,”

SHE SAYS SIMPLY

In exile in London, Hilda was struck by de
pression. “I had a breakdown of sorts and suf
fered a real loss of identity I got out of it be
cause we had dependent children who needed 
us to put our lives together.'  And it was in Eng
land that Hilda took up art seriously, acquiring 
an international reputation for her etchings.

Despite the cost to herself and her family, 
she has no regrets. ”1 never had indomitahie 
certainty about things. But I acted the way 1 did 
and took those choices for good reasons so 
there is no point in dwelling on i t  Once you 
start on a path and come to an obstacle you 
don’t turn back, you somehow get round it* 

Bom in l.ondon in 1915 to  poor Russian 
immigrants of Jewish origin. Hilda inherited

from her father a fierce sense of social justice. 
“He taught my sisters and I nev er to define our
selves according to  race or religion but as mem
bers of the human race. I am an atheist”

Her father returned to the Soviet Union in 
1925 “to  offer his services" to i t  She never saw 
him again.

Hilda left school aged 16 with ambitions to 
be an artist, but she could not afford to study, so 
she moved with her mother to  South Africa in 
1932 Shocked by the policies of Mussolini and 
Hitler, she joined the Labour League of Youth 
and then the Communist Party In 1941 she mar
ried Rusty, a fellow communist In 1943. while 
he was away at war. Hilda was elected to  the Jo
hannesburg G ty Council — the first Commu
nist Party member elected to public office in 
South Africa by a whites-only vote.

The job gave Hilda access to  the appalling 
poverty in black communities, and she made 
lifelong friends among them. “Whites encoun
tered poverty every day through their maxfc, 
Most chose not to see further." says Hilda.

She finds it a  painful irony to  be living in an 
all-white "over-sixties” apartment block where 
many residents appear not to know who she is 
This bothers her. but she accepts it as a  tribute 
to the smooth way change has been effected

These are heady days in South Africa as the 
nation celebrates ten years of democracy. The 
day after we meet is Freedom D ay and' 1 ask 
Hilda how she will celebrate.

”By being alive." she replies.
Was it worth all the sacrifices? "That's for 

others to say But maybe this little group of 
whites did make a difference, however small 1 
feel proud we were among those who helped to 
influence the inevitable change, which has 
come much sooner and more calmly than 1 ever 
felt possible."
The World Thai Was Ours Oy HtOa 
is available from Persephone Soc*s 
(020-7242  9292K  priced £ 1 0

prison, the family had no money. Later, when 
Rusty was held in solitary confinement under 
the notorious 90-dav law, she devised a method 
of inserting letters inside the collars of shirts she 
was given to launder, as well as a needle and 
thread for him to do the same. When his pre
cious pencil stub was running out, she inserted 
a thin ink tube inside the length of a banana. "It 
was so important to me to communicate with 
him. O f course, I knew what the consequences 
might be and how he might suffer if caught."

She had also to protect her children. Toni of
ten accompanied her. *1 felt proud having a par
ent in prison," recalls Toni. “I used it at school 
to embarrass people. I'd get up and say ‘I must 
go now. I'm visiting my father in jail'."

already under 12-hour house arrest and restrict
ed to Johannesburg. The police, acting on a tip- 
off, were waiting.

Hilda's account of the year leading up to the 
Rivonia trial and the family's eventual exile — 
The World Thai Was Ours -  has just been reis
sued. Some of the most moving passages con
cern her fights with authority to visit Rusty in 
jail in Pretoria. 40 miles (65km) away She in
vented family matters that had to be discussed, 
such as whether Toni should leam French or 
Latin. When she was finally allowed to visit 
Rusty she felt her heart “twist with the longing 
to touch".

Hilda makes light of the courage it took to 
see her through litis time. Once Rusty was in
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