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farmer - fi eld- cornet Schalk . Dux·gore s ought out >. oshe t e , 
befr iended him, released him from his i ndent ure , and pl8.c ~ d him on 
hi s t throne ' in 1872 , a.nd gave him a staf f or s ce"ptre as an insignia 
0l kingshiP, and then urged him to cede - BS the ~eni cr chief of 
all the Darolong olans - all he t er r itorial rignta or the Barolong 
to the South Afr~;:.2t- ~epUblio . To make hi s case 'unassail bIe, 

President nurgel s/ visrrr,. tad other :Barolong chiefs of junior status J:u ...dIJ . e ) 
to 1,Toshete land other¢) 0 urge tham to cede their terri'torial rights 
indi vi u.uully and coll ectively to the Bouth Afri can E<'1r.m1"ll. i c. 

On th 6th of Iloc eml)er , 1872 , he thus obtained cf.t..'Jsion of territory 
f rom Davi d Mosweu Rei t Taaibosch, chief of t he h.or anao nt l:amusa 

(later known a s 3ch~eizer- eneke) . 

In oJ: pril 1873 l:3urgers visited r ontshiwa who was still living 
at Loshaneng in the country of tbe Bangwaketsa . He tried to 
prevail upon him to repu ,iate the eate A ard and to agreo to & 

new bounds,ry line between his :Barolong and the Gouth friean 
Republic as he s id fuontshi ~ could neither remove nor govern 
the Dutch- frikaners witl"iinthe Keate line . The chief refus d 

~urgers ' overtures outrieht, and reported the event to iehard 

~outheYt Lieutenant Governor of Griqualand est, and Sir Henry 
J.iarkly the Hi gh COl'lIlliss ion r . 

I r esident Burgers nex t aPPI"oaehed chicf a tlaba of the junior 
(Rapul na) brsoch of the Barolong, and succeeded in obtaining 

from him a cession. Armed with avid Mosweu ' o Mosheta ' s and 
~atlaba ' s ·deeds of ces sion , Bu!·esrs now iss ued Ii proclamation on 
the 11th of March 1874 that all the terri toz'ial rights of the 
Barolong are now by cession from the Paramount chief loshete 
the territorial rights of the South African Republic , and that, 
ther efore, all .oahate ' s people, includ':"ug lIJI~tl f::1,ba and his 
people are subjects of the South African Republic . 

A fow days ee;.rlier on the lOth ugu t, 1 ontahlwa had 
a ddre s sed a dignifiod protest to PreSident . Burgers:- til 'Montshiwa , 
cbiof of the Tshfdi ranch of the B'lrolong, he.:."s m ke known 

to your honour: 

1. That it bas come to 'XY k~b\;\'i e~ge that Your Honc,ur pur poses 
locating at the fount~~n Bodibe(Polfontein ) and ~oosedumane 
(Vleyfon tE'i n) certain]' I!" rolong and others not belongin g to 

- .~ -:~----

the Tshld branch of ::_ ,'(h1 ch I am chiof . 
2 . hat no 0ne safe myself an my go~ernment possosses any 

ri ght to alienate anY' : ortion of my c untry wh · ch is the 
spe~ial inheritance of the Tshi i arolong. 

3. I protest formally again s -:; €Ill acts and t hings tha t have 
alrea dy been done or may be i n contemplation to be done, or 
hich may hereaft er be done , wher eby a.ny a.t temps may ha'tTe 

been made or mas be cont~;mpl ated or may hereafter be !!lade 

to alien te or dispose of a.ny portion of terr itory without 

consent • • •••• • •••• 
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consent oX' concurrence of me ' 1/ ontshj '0 or. ry e vcrnment . 

4. That I have on behalf of the Tshidi and other Barolong 

residing in my territory nd subject to 11.e, 'petitioned l~r 

most gracious majesty . the ~ueen of the Cnite ~ingdom of 
Greut Britain and Irel nd to be plea=~d to accept into her ,,
allegiance , me the aid .oots iwa , and my peoplt3 , and ·to declar\ 

me and IftY peo le . to be ,lri tish subj ects an jour tel'ri tory 
to be British territory, and further that 1 con't. i rlUe to be 

in commun ication wi th the representa tives of' Hor grf-~ ciou~ 

majesty in reference to my said pos:ti~n . 

fiigned T.lfont shiwa(chief) and Selars, J8(';'2.0 Jeru , na thobatho 

olema, nOk o eetsi, Josiah 

~oteheg re 1 Cornelius Botlhale ,. 

Fhetlhu , T aeco, icapedi f "ocooe , 

"otlhware, Habodietso and 

I' ,atthev. ~olema (nembers of the 

Council) • 

Pres ident Burgers ' interviews an discuuBions with t he 
chiet hEld th e:fl'ect- of dividing them into two opposite c mps 

--- - -
according as he suocee ed or faile to persuade them to throw 1n 

their lot with him and the outh Africap Republic, 19 pro-Burger s 

chiefs - b:' oshete, .st1a and os ~eu $~lied themselves togetller 

against the anti~~~r!Ser chiefs - Montshi,wa and l'4ank~rwaDe who 
also banded together against the former . The m~mgersbf each group 

I 
and especially t he nro- Burger group, felt th t the Reate line 

had encroac~ed upon them , and were determined to indemnify t~d 
themselves . In consequence of this mutual jealousy , there ~ 

unending dL puteo , r a ids , bickerinee nd reprisals leuding to 

frightful disorder in the estern Tr novaal border . . 
to ,~!>, -arrqUiJ t,.~~ flnd fc;.jrllTn,75J~,,~'iJ fe/z;~""1; 

. y way 0 re})ly;( High "OT, issj,oner Sir Ilenry Farkly issued 

a Froe1 matio" in the fol10 'iog month . ' ';her as •• • •• • (9) and 

wh~b3as eVf.H' since the oate J ard 1; ;came kno\vn t he ovornmen t 

of/Jouth Af r Itatf ':\ pu'lic has endeavoured to .~vade i tb effect s 

by repudiating the cta of theil" IJres1dent and enteri ng 
into agreement with indi vidu~l mSlllbers or pett- r cap tain ::; of 

tribes for the cession of righ'ts end terri to, ies hie ) those 
I 

individuals have no po~er to c~d , ; (10' ~nd Iheress under 

cove!' of such agreements or lleged egreencnts the }'resj.dent 

of the outh Af:ricen t.epublic for the time being had pub ished 

a prOClo.lnation announcing that tho terri toribl rights of the 
Koranna, 'Burolong and Batlho.ping Tribes hav(; been c ded to, 

and have now become the rights of the said repu'bli c . . . . . . 
{O'A •••••••• / 
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Uo' therbfore, 1 do hereby proclaim • • •.• that the territorial 

ae uisi tiona "liO ~hich the said outh Jifrie<. u H~pul)lic lays 

claim un er and b) virtue of the alleged cossions m de by petty 

capt~ins an others will not be recoeni sed unless at until 
the award of the late hobert 6&te ~s <hal have been first 

f iel tUJd f'ully oarri d into e.x:ecuti " V\ . :r 

Hegardless of this Proclamation , PreSident l1urgers in the same ~ 

month , April 1874 , moved !fatlaba t s pecpl c into loc£.lities claimed 

and occupied b.Y Montshiw ' s people at Polfontein ,..:. I,:Olltdhi va , of 

course immediately~ fell upon 1: atlaba , tied up hiA::- son and other 

people , and ca ptured sJveral of his cattle , horses , sheep , goats 

and wagons . Th s com..i.ng to the ea.rs of the Jouth Afrj Ca n Republio 

authorities , SamU'Ol U IVille .thc Commissioner and- agen t for Native 

.~ ffairs (South .African Republic) Idchten ure wrote (on 30th pr11 

1874) to T~ontshi we at Moshaneng , and. to r aloma II t - r~afi ~enC -

nl',!achavie (Mo.tlaba) and his -.. 801'10 are subj ects of the Transvaal . 

Our Government has nev.r yet acknowledged the row~rd of Lieutenant 

Governor Kalate , Polfontf)in and the f ' rms ncar it are on Transvaal 

territory • •••. InjJlLj.eD 0 !',latla a or r ~ oshcte' s" ople will be 

reg&rde d d.B injuries t o the T:runovaal a nd ret liatcd ••••• P:,:'operty 

captured and people taken fro~ atlaba must be re tored by or ders 
of the r re siieh~ . " 

This ISS tho commencement of a long nd t~imes acrimonious 

correspondenco about conflicting territorial claims , spoliAti ons 

and r epris!'lls bet1feon liontsbi 'is and his 'peo Ie o~ the 0 e side • 

and the Sout h fri cen Repv"'>li c and its officialo and s Uhjects on 
the other - Samuel r.la1 ville: l.epubli can Agent of Hatt VB f.ffe irs 

at Lichtenburg; ~ . E;- Roode: Field-cornet at I ooig:,ondj (J . R. otto: 

Landrost at leerust; I . B. Dantjes : cting Commissioner at Lichtenbur 

C. B. t:chol tz: epublican , then Dri tish and u.g&in epublicun 
Commissioner of Nati~e Affairs at Lichtenburgj ·Commandant Hendr1k 

Greeff of Lichtenburg; Commandant Piet Oronje of Potchefstroom; 

S. Swart: South African Ropu lie State . ecretarJ; Fiet oubert: 

Commandant Gen~rsl and Acting Fresident of the . epublic and Thomas 

Bur gers himself; ~~ate PresiQent of the Sout African Republic . - -- . -- .. _--= 
Ncceosari y at th same time, ~ontshiw& carlied on &n .c ually ~ 

large correspondence v!i th the officer " of t he ~f~ t _ish" €,ov €!'n:ilent -

OVlen Lanyon Administretor , of Gri t.lala no.. v'est; l~ioiisrd So"uthey: . 
Lieuten r nt Governor of Grtqualand 'est; '0. c. Camtbel1: rfagistrate . \" 

\ , 
of Barkly es t ; I . D. Barry: hcting Administrator of Griqualaod 

~est t nr} again with CharleS \'y ar ron and C. J ,. ~r:oys y Pritish Military 
- . 

corom ndero in Griquolond '"est; la~verhe o:xchango' lett rs wi th 

M. Osborte Gover ent ecretary and Theopnilus ~liepstone: 

Adadnistrat "r of Transvaal and still lat3~~ith ;velyn ~ ood:. 
Cammanding Officer of British Forces i n Nat al , and George Hud .... on: 

Eritisl Re~ident in the Transvaal of the trocession period. 

These •••• • • • ••• / 
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take me and my people to~her subjects, and to take my country to be 

hers. I trsut in you , and because the Boers are doing their work so 
quickly, I pray, great chief, thpv you will send me your agent to take 

over my country as soon as poss' e." 

by way of 

always so 

tr'" 
reminder, he wrote/ to 
now I beg to assure your 

honour of my attachment to Her Majesty ' s Government, and with patience 

awai t the welcome time when it may ~. please her to "accept my oft-tendereri 

allegian ce to ,British rule; .. ~n<t lE';w . " , '£".Jjc ... f:,t...:;/ ~etLv_ .... , __ /i; • 

o-~t>QveH:CC 41c.t.() ~. J;tc 4~ /:I"''""1ktcf!.7!fc f4 .. ~14 • .;-/t....e/.. Ike- ~..,; ~....,/J~ d'COa ' .'J;.rt· , P~-o:L-- "'-e_ 
About the same 'tim'll C'1()th August) Montshiw?{addressed a 

dignified protest to President Burgers:- "I Montshiwa , chief of the 

Tshidi branch of the Barolong, hereby make kn own to your honour: 

1. That it has come to my knowledge that Your Honour purposes 
locating at the fountain Bodibe(Polfontein) and Poosedumane(Vleyfon

tein) certain Barolong and others not belonging to the Tshidi branch 

of which I am chief. 

2. That no ope safe myself and my government possesses any right to 
alienate any portion of my country which is the special inheritance 
of the Tshidi Barolong. 

3. I protest formally against all acts and things that have already 
been done or may be in contemplation to be done , or which may here
after be done, whereby any attempts may have been made or may be 

contemplated 9r may hereafter be made to alienate or dispose of any 

portion of my territory without the consent or concurrence of me 

Montshiwa or my government. 

4. That I have rin behalf of the Tshidi and other Barolong residing in 

my territory and subject to me, petitioned Her most gracious majesty , 

the Queen of the 'Uni ted Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland to be 

pleased to accept into her allegiance , me the said Montshiwa , and my 

people, and to declare me and my people to be British subjects and 

our territory to be British territory, and further that I continue 
to be in communication with .the representativES of Her most gracious 

majesty in reference to my said position . 

&""",,;:"/ Signed Montshiwa(chief) and Selere, Isaac Seru, Bathobatho , Molema , 
~ :~. Mokgweetsi , Josiah Motshegare , Corneliu·s Botlhale, Phetlhu, Maeco , 
:t- - Ncapedi , Mccce , Motlhware , Rabodietso and Matthew Molema (Members of -t . ~ 

the Council). 

The only reply to this was a more determined attitude of the 

white farmers to consolidate their occupation of the disputed 

territory , and Samuel Melville wrote to lVIontshiwa: "The president 
has heard that Montshiwa's people ar~ occupying farms belonging to 

the Boers and other subjects of the South African Republic . He lets 

Montshiwa know that as his government has full concessions from 
Moshete , Paramount chief of the Barolong, of all his territorial 

rights ••••••• 
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3. Legone pitse ga eke e siiwa ke motho: 

Mme fa dipitse tsa baba di tla di 10 lebile, 
Lo itatlhele fa fatshe mme 10 lebe korolo fela . 

4. Gatwe motshitshi go gama 0 mmotlana 

o montsi 0 tlo 0 lebane . 

5. Legone bo-boruru, gatwe yare ntlhammo 

1fua-montsi 0 sa leleng, go lele Mma-mmotlana 

6. Boboruru lotsenye marapo dinameng 

Translations . 

1. A wounded person should not be wilfully slain, 

Else Jehovah will punish the offenders . 
If we thus err, Jehovah will forsake our cause . 

2. Also you }must always place yourselves before God 
Before you face your enemy 

And when the enemy comes to you 
Put bones in your flesh (i . e . Pluck up courage) 

3. Remember also that a horse cannot be outrun by a man, 

So when the enemy ' s horses (cavalry) rush you, 

Lie flat on the ground and take aim at them. 

4. It is said a small swarm of bees makes honey 
While a large swarm just buzzes merely . 

5. Also my brothers, it is said, 

The day a parent of a large family does not cry 
Is the day a parent of a small family cries . 

6. ~~ brothers , put some bones in your flesh, 
Have some backbone, be strong , have courage . 

KING. • •. / 
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3. Lagone pitse ga eke e siiwa ke motho: 
~e fa dipitse taB babe di tIe di 10 lebile, 

L itat1hele fa fatahe mmc 10 1 bo kOl"'olo fel • 

4 . Gatwa otsh1tshr go gama 0 mmotl na 
o montal 0 tlo o 'lebane . 

5. Le one bo-boruru, gat e yaro ntlh&mmo 
-.ana-mont s i 0 sa lolang, go lale lrm - otlGnB 

6. Boboruru lotsenye rapo d1nameng 

TranslatioDfh 

1. A wounded person shoull not be li1fu1ly slain, 
Ise Jehovah will punish the offenders" 

If we thus err, Jehovah will fors ' ke our c use. 

2 . Iso you )m~s ee yourselves before ~d 

~fore you face your enemy 
And when th ene comes to you 
Put bone._ in )our flesh (i . e. Pluck up courage) 

) . [, ememo r also th t a horse cannot be outrun by a man, 
' 0 whon the enemy ' s horses (cavalry) rush you, 

Lie flat on tho ground and take im at them. 

4 . It is sai 8 small swarm of bees m&ke/:::} honey 
' aile a large s arm just buzz s merely. 

5. so my brother, it is sid, 
The day a p rent ot a l~r e family does ot ory 
Is the day a parent of a small f ily orios . 

6. tw brothers , put some bones in your fl b, 
Have some b ckbone , be strong , have courage . , 

K G •••• I 
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We are on surer ground when we come down a decade later 
to the year 1850. Montshiwa's father and his section of the 
Barolong had left Thabanchu for their home on the Molopo River; 
Montshiwa had soon succeeded his father Tawana in the chieftain
ship of the Tshidi branch of the Barolong at Lotlhakane, and 
was receiving verbal and written communications from his Dutch
Afrikaner neighbours exhilerated by the munificence of the 
Sand River Convention of 1852. 

The name of Montshiwa and that of the Tshidi Barolong 
comes prominently into the lime light of history in connection 
with the disputes of the diamond fields (1871) in which Moroka 
and Montshiwa, among others, claimed ownership of the diamondiferouf 
lands. We meet them again associated with the name of Matlaba in 
the boundary disputes of the western Transvaal of 1881 to 1885. 
These disputes were the repercussions of the Transvaal War of 
Independence, which culminated in the famous Majuba episode in 
Natal but )were only terminated by the Warren Expedition in 
Bechuanaland in 1885. In these controversies, Montshiwa comes 
much into prominence and has much praise accorded him by the 
English people and equally as much abuse heaped on him by the 
Dutch - Afrikaner people. His name is now associated with 
that of Moshete (Moshett) another Barolong chief, but always 
on the obverse side. That is to say that when praise and 
approbation are heaped on the one, censure and approbium are 
hurled at the other vice versa. 

Finally we meet Montshiwa and his Barolong in connection 
with the Anglo-Boer War 1899-1902 when they fought side by 
side with the British in defence of their town of Mafikeng 
which was besieged with the European town of Mafeking by the 
Transvaal commandos, and defended by Major General Baden-Powell. 

~ ~ ~ 
Above we have mentioned Moshete,) Montshiwa, Moroka and 

~ 

Matlaba. All these are Barolong chietains; each of them the 
principal chief of one or another of the four main sections 
of the Barolong tribe, these divisions being the Ratlou at 
Khunwana in the Lichtenburg District and also at Setlagole , 
Kraaipan, Madibogo, Motsitlane, Phitshane, Tshidilamolomo in 
the Mafeking District~nd also at Bodibe (Polfontein) in the 
Lichtenburg District . 

These sections or branches of the Barolong tribe originate 
from one common stem and their chiefs descend from one man -
Tau, who was king of one great Barolong tribe in former times. 
These former times are however, near enough to leave us in 
no doubt about the rank and precedence according to seniority 

birth of the Chiefs, that order of precedence according to 
seniority being derived from the order of the sons of Tau and 

perpetuated •••• / 
( 
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()p·tsh1wa and his Be.rOlo.~~ '",~onncctiotl 

wi tn the AD31o~:BQ it w " ,1899-1902 wheD they fou;gl'lt ' ~:hle by 

$14e witb the l3r t~sh" in ,defence of their town; {crt Mafikene 
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