
16th ~lay 1983 

Sund y , 8th M y 1983 will be rem mbered for a long time by t he offi c i a ls and 
el gat s of t he Tr ansvaal T nnis Bo rd. t hat went to t h Y1 CA Hall i n Dube , oweto 

for eace t ennis mission. It turned out to be a BLACK SUNDAY for the TTB and 
the tennis frat rnity in the Tr nsv 1 and for ~1 the players under the 
non-r ci 1 b nner of T • 

One ag in , despite veral unsuccessful tt pts in t h past , another attempt 
was m de by th TTB t o reconci l e th str~ined rela t ions i n South rn Tvl Tennis 

and outh estern Tvl Tennis Union ; and a lso to o t line the feud 
nd the t wo i ss nting Tvl unit so I t was f lt that we s ould disduss the 

cause of the fai lure of t he officials of t he two units to att nd t he TTB 
rna tings 1 including t he nnual General Meeting and a l so the non- affili ation of the 
two units to TB , 11 the ·i nnoc nt t nnis pl yer s, juniors ns seniors , would be 
exclude fro t h TTB ct i vities , not bly juilior tournam nts , inter-unit f ixtur s 
and th Tvl Op n. 

Howev r 1 t he peace mission was short-liv d o oon aft r t he meet·ng comm nc d , 
bout ·25 tenn · s pl ayers from t he to units lead by Mr oK nn th R abo ( secretary of 
TT ) 1 Mr. icah hl a po (BTF coach) nd :t~Ir o mos }Ylagodialo secretary of TU) 1 

stormed into t h m eting o On t heir arrival, they were welcomed by Mr. Phinias Xulu , 
President of TTB and ssistant- ecret ry of T 1 but thei r intentions wer not 
di scus~-dons but violence. The group turned out t o be •tennis henclunen • as w w r e 
herd d out of t h hallo Raoi 1 i nsults wer p ss d by som of the members , not ably 
.rs. Poo • orne of t h m remark d th t if w id not 1 ve i mm diately 1 our faces 

and cars woul d be smash d upo This r mmnd d m of Sow to in J une 1976 . s I got into 
my c r, I saw a f ew memb rs • t~ lking ' to h Sowetan reporterg Mr. Boiki }~othei . 

l so, I saw 2 m mb r s op nin · t he door of ~ ro J•Ioh ed Sh ik ' s car. Lat r that d y 
I learnt f rom him th t t hey wer looking for m • 

Finally, w are pr par d to liv and pl ay tog th r 1 but not at all costs. This 
was t h final nail in the coffi n . I hope and pray th t thi i s not the futur of 
the 'other peaple' in the country we are lanning and striving for . 

YU BHYAT - G:BliERAL SECRETARY 
TRANSVAAL TENNllS BOARD 





S.B. GUMEDE 
ATTORNEY - AT - LAW 

STANLEY BHEKICALA GUMEDE B. JURIS 

TEL.: 825-2422 
P.O. BOX 43, 
GERMISTON. 
1400 

OUR RE~BG/stm 

YOUR REF. 

198.3-05-17 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 

Dear Sir / Madam 

re TTB MEETING HELD ON THE 8-5-8.3 AT YWCA-DUBE 

r>12/f>l3 ARGOSY HOUSE 
Cor. of SPILSBURY tk 
PRESIDENT STREETS, 
GERMISTON 1401. 

I attended the abovenamed meeting as a delegate of the 
South Eastern Transvaal Tennis Association. The meeting 
commenced at about 10,00 a.m. 

Mr P Xulu, the president of TTB was on the chair also 
present were the TTB executive members . from the Southern 
Transvaal Tennis Association ( Newlands and Soweto ) and 
the members of tm Press. / 

The meeting had progressed for about 45 minutes when a 
group of about 25 tennis players of Sou~hern Transvaal 
( Soweto ) and South Western Transvaal Association (Black 
Township ) came rushing into the meeting. Conspicuous 
amongst the group were Mr Kenneth Ramaboa ( Secretary of 
STTA ) and Mr Magodiela ( Executive member of SWTTA ). 

The group was very much aggressive and they rushed to 
the chairman and the Secretary of TTB and demanded that 
we all pack our documents and vacuate the hall immediately. 
They shouted that we were not supposed to hold a meeting 
in Soweto as all the executives (Mr Ramaboa) of STTA had 
such a right. 

It became obvious that their aggression was directed to 
certain individuals. For instance I notice that the chairman 
and the TTB Secretary were threatened with physical 
violence, as well as other Soweto members and the Press. 
It was further quite clear that the Soweto players do not 
want to see Newlands group. 

The meeting was in this manner disrupted ·. Only the calm and 
control of the members attending the meeting made it 
possible that violence was obviated. I cannot find any 
words to condemn the action of the Soweto Tennis players. 
It is further quite clear that this action was uncalled 
for especially that TTB is a well organized association 
which does not force anybody to its fold. 
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One can only wonder whether all the e fforts made 
by TTB and other sister units are really worthwhile 
pursueing. On the other hand for how long should 
the state of affairs in Soweto be left to ensue? Or 
is this the end of non-racial tennis in Soweto? Or 
are the forces-that-may-be succeeded infiltrating the 
non-racial sport in Soweto? 

Yours faithfully 

S B GUHEDE 
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