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T h e  w o rld  h a th  n o  such  flow er in an y  la n d . 
A n d  n o  such  p e a r l in  an y  gulf th e  sea ,
A s an y  b a b e  on  an y  m o th e r ’s k n e e .”

S w i n b u r n e .



REPORT
on inspection of S. Mary’s Native Mission Hospital, 

Kwa Magwaza, Entonjaneni District, Zululand, 
carried out on 12th September, 1930.

T h e  S e c re ta ry  fo r  P u b lic  H e a lth ,
U n io n  B u ild ings, P re to r ia .

In a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  y o u r  in s tru c tio n s , 1 v is ited  th is  
H o sp ita l on  th e  12 th  in s tan t.

A  p re v io u s  in sp e c tio n  of th is  in s titu tio n  w as  m a d e  by  
m yse lf in  S e p te m b e r , 1927 , w h en  1 fu rn ish e d  a  d e ta ile d  
re p o r t.  A s  re p o r te d  th e n , th e  H o sp ita l is v e ry  w ell 
c o n d u c te d  a n d  c a rrie s  o u t e x tre m e ly  u se fu l w o rk  a m o n g  th e  
N ativ es .

In m y  p re v io u s  r e p o r t  1 re c o m m e n d e d  its  rec o g n itio n  
as a T ra in in g  In s titu te  fo r  n o n -E u ro p e a n  m id w iv es . T h is  
w as a c te d  u p o n . S u b se q u e n tly  it w as a lso  re c o g n ise d  fo r 
tra in in g  o f n o n -E u ro p e a n s  in  g e n e ra l n u rsin g .

C e rta in  im p ro v e m e n ts  h a v e  b e e n  e ffe c te d  since  m y  la s t 
v isit. T h e se  in c lu d e  a  b r ic k -b u ilt o p e ra tin g  th e a tre , w ith  an  
im p e rv io u s  floor, a n d  a g o o d  ta b le , a  d re ss in g  ro o m , a n d  a 
d a rk  ro o m  fo r  o c u la r  ex a m in a tio n s .

R em arks  :

A s m e n tio n e d  a b o v e , th is  is a v e ry  w ell c o n d u c te d  
H o sp ita l c a rry in g  o u t very  u se fu l w o rk . A n y  a ss is ta n ce  th a t  
ca n  b e  g iv en  it is ju s tified  b y  th e  e x c e lle n t w o rk  b e in g  d o n e  
a m o n g  th e  N ativ es .

I g a in ed  th e  im p re ss io n  in  Z u lu la n d  th a t  V e n e re a l 
D ise ase  is v e ry  p re v a le n t,  a n d  p ro b a b ly  on  th e  in c re a se  
a m o n g  th e  N a tiv e  p o p u la tio n . It is very  d e s ira b le , th e re fo re , 
th a t  re lia b le  in s titu tio n s  of th is  n a tu re  sh o u ld  b e  e n c o u ra g e d  
to  c a rry  o u t a n ti-v e n e re a l w o rk .

(S g d .)  E . H . C L U V E R ,
A sst. H e a lth  O fficer, U n ion .



The New  W ard  fo r W om en  and  C h ild ren .



The S. M ary ’s Native N ursing  Staff.

T h e  tra in in g  of N a tiv e  n u rses  p ro c e e d s  sa tis fac to rily . 
F o r so m e  y e a rs  w e h a v e  h a d  to  b e  c o n te n t w ith  p ro b a tio n e rs  
w h o  h a v e  p a s se d  o u t of S ta n d a rd  V I, b u t n o w  g irls  o f h ig h e r  
S ta n d a rd s  a re  o ffe ring  th e m se lv e s  fo r  tra in in g . A t p re se n t 
th e re  a re  th re e  w h o  h a v e  ta k e n  p a r t  in  th e  te a c h e r ’s cou rse . 
A lso  a m o n g  th is  y e a r ’s p ro b a tio n e rs  th e re  is a  S ta n d a rd  V II, 
a S ta n d a rd  V III, a n d  a g irl w h o  h as  g a in e d  a  d o m e s tic  sc ien ce  
c e r tif ic a te .. S ev e ra l of th e se  n u rse s  w ill b e  e lig ib le  to  s it fo r 
th e  e x a m in a tio n  fo r  th e  G o v e rn m e n t ce r tif ic a te  in  g e n e ra l 
tra in in g  as  w ell as in  m id w ife ry .

H ig h e r  e d u c a tio n  d o es  n o t n ec essa rily  m a k e  fo r h ig h e r 
efficiency  as a n u rse , b u t it is a  g re a t h e lp , e sp ec ia lly  in  h er 
first y e a r , as she  k n o w s m o re  E ng lish  a n d  is q u ic k e r a t 
u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  le c tu re s  a n d  a t  n o te  ta k in g . A lso , she  h as  
m o re  th a n  a  lit tle  id e a  of th e  law s o f  h e a lth  a n d  a  g o o d  
g ro u n d w o rk  in  a n a to m y  a n d  p h y sio lo g y .

In th e  o rig in a l sc h em e of th e  n u rs in g  cu rricu lu m  ea ch  
p r o b a tio n e r  to o k  h e r  tu rn  in  d o in g  th e  c o o k in g  a n d  th e  la u n d ry  
fo r  th e  p a tie n ts . T h is  p la n  w as  s to p p e d  fo r  a tim e  a n d  
o u ts id e  h e lp  w as h ire d  fo r b o th  th e  co o k in g  a n d  la u n d ry  of 
th e  h o sp ita l.

T h is , h o w e v e r, w as n o t s a tis fa c to ry ; th e  w o rk  w a s  n o t 
so w ell d o n e , a n d  th e  p ro b a tio n e rs  lo s t th e  g o o d  re su ltin g  
fro m  th e  rea l g r in d  of h a rd , m e th o d ic a l w o rk — w o rk  th a t



w ill p ro v e  m o s t u se fu l to  th e m  in th e ir  n u rs in g  c a re e rs  a f te r  
th e y  le a v e  th e ir  tra in in g  sc h o o l a n d  h a v e  to  a r ra n g e  fo r th e  
fe e d in g  a n d  th e  la u n d ry  in  th e ir  o w n  little  h o sp ita ls .

T he p re se n t staff co n s is ts  o f tw o  staff n u rses , w h o  h a v e  
c o m p le te d  th re e  y ea rs  g e n e ra l tra in in g , o n e  p u p il m id w ife , 
tw o  th ird  y e a r  n u rses  a n d  sev en  p ro b a tio n e rs . T h e  p up il 
m id w ife , w h o  is sh o r tly  le av in g  S. M a ry ’s h av in g  fin ished  
b o th  h e r  g e n e ra l a n d  m a te rn ity  tra in in g , is ta k in g  u p  w o rk  
in  th e  G o v e rn m e n t H o sp ita l a t  E m p a n g e n i D u rin g  h e r  fo u r 
y e a r s ’ tra in in g  sh e  h a s  m a d e  w o n d e rfu l p ro g re ss  a n d , in sp ite  
o f m u c h  th a t  she  h as  h a d  to  fight a g a in s t, she  is p ro v in g  a 
tru s tw o rth y  a n d  c a p a b le  n u rse , o n e  w h o m  w e can  e x p e c t to  
u p h o ld  th e  s ta n d a rd  of S. M a ry ’s T ra in in g  S choo l.

Some of our little  Patients.

A  “ F E S T A ” IN Z U L U L A N D

T h e  d a w n  o f C o rp u s  C h ris ti D ay  sh o n e  b r ig h t a n d  c lea r  
w ith  th a t  g lo rio u s  fre sh n ess  w ith  w h ich  th e  w in te r  of our 

S u n n y  S o u th  A fr ic a  ’ in v ig o ra te s  th o se  w h o  a re  p riv ile g ed  
to  d w ell in  th e se  h a p p y  p a r ts . W e  w ere  th a n k fu l fo r th e  
p ro sp e c ts  w h ich  th e  rising  sun  fo re to ld , fo r  e v e n  in  A fr ic a  
a  w in te r  d a y  ca n  b e  a n y th in g  b u t p le a s a n t fo r  a n  o u td o o r  
fu n c tio n . It w as to  b e  a g re a t d ay , fo r  first of all w e w ere



to  th a n k  G o d  fo r H is  B lessed  S a c ra m e n t a n d , se co n d ly , w e 
w ere  to  b less  a n d  d e d ic a te  to  H is  h o n o u r  a n d  g lo ry  th e  n ew  
ex te n s io n  of S. M a ry ’s H o sp ita l.

T h e  m o rn in g  saw  all h a n d s  b u sy  w ith  th e  p re p a ra tio n s  
fo r  th e  a f te rn o o n ’s “  F e s ta ."  E v e ry th in g  n e c essa ry  fo r  th e  
re lig io u s c e re m o n y  h a d  to  b e  ta k e n  fro m  th e  C h u rch  to  th e  
H o sp ita l. A  h o s t o f w illing  h e lp e rs  g a th e re d  ro u n d  th e  p o ts , 
w e ll filled  w ith  m e a t a n d  o th e r  d a in tie s  d e a r  to  th e  B a n tu  
h e a r ts , a n d  u p o n  w h ich  th e y  w o u ld  fea s t to  th e ir  h e a r t ’s 
c o n te n t w h e n  th e  so le m n  e v e n ts  o f th e  d a y  w ere  o v e r . T h e  
sp ir it o f jo y  p re d o m in a te d  o v e r  e v e ry th in g  a n d  th is  w as, o f 
co u rse , ju s t as it o u g h t to  be .

A t  I p .m . w o rk  w as  p u t a s id e  a n d  in s te a d  of b o y s  go in g  
fo r  th e ir  a f te rn o o n 's  w o rk  to  th e  fie lds a n d  c a r p e n te r ’s sh o p , 
a n d  girls to  th e  w ash  tu b s  a n d  n e e d le w o rk , o n e  a n d  a ll tre k k e d  
to  th e  H o sp ita l, th a n k fu l, n o  d o u b t, th a t  th is  tim e  th e y  w ere  
f re e  fro m  b o d ily  a ilm e n t.

A t 3 p .m . all w as  re a d y . C ro w d s  of N a tiv e s  h a d  lo n g  
b e e n  o n  th e  sp o t— th e  N a tiv e  n u rse s  in  th e ir  sp o tle ss  u n ifo rm s , 
N a tiv e  se rv e rs  in  th e ir  cassocks, th e  u p lif te d  crucifix , b a n n e rs , 
ca n d le s , a n d  sm o k in g  cen sers , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  sun  sh in in g  
o v e r all, m a d e  a  b r il l ia n t sp e c ta c le  as th e  p ro c e ss io n  w e n d e d  
its w ay , ca llin g  u p o n  G o d  A lm ig h ty  to  c a s t o u t ev il a n d  s tay  
th e  ra v a g e s  of sickness.

Blessing the New Theatre.



T h e  first s to p  w as m a d e  a t th e  w e ll-e q u ip p e d  th e a tre  
w h ich  w as d u ly  b le ssed , a n d  a  spec ia l p ra y e r  w as o ffe re d  fo r 
th e  d o c to rs  a n d  n u rses  w h o  w o u ld  b e  ca lle d  u p o n  to  ex e rc ise  
th e  w o n d e rfu l d isc o v e rie s  of m e d ica l sc ien ce . F ro m  th e  th e a tre  
w e p ro c e e d e d  to  th e  sp a c io u s  w a rd s  fo r  w o m en  a n d  m en , 
ag a in  a sk in g  fo r  G o d ’s b le ss in g  a n d  a n  o u tp o u r in g  o f  H is  
h e a lin g  g ifts. A s  w e e n te re d  th ese  b u ild in g s  to  b le ss  th e m  
in H is  n a m e  th e  th o u g h t m ust h a v e  o c c u rre d  to  all of th e  
in a d e q u a te  a c c o m m o d a tio n  fro m  w h ich  th e  sick  h a d  on ly  
ju s t b e e n  re m o v e d .

F in a lly  w e ca m e  to  th e  m a te rn ity  w a rd s  a n d  sp e c ia lly  
re m e m b e re d  th e  te n d e r  ca re  of B lessed  M o th e r M ary  fo r  h e r  
D iv in e  C h ild ; w e  e n d e d  ou r d e v o tio n s  w ith  th e  p ra y e r  O u r 
L o rd  h a d  ta u g h t us, to g e th e r  w ith  H is  M o th e r ’s sp ec ia l p ra y e r :  

H a il!  M ary , full of g r a c e ............. p ra y  fo r  u s .’’

T h e  so le m n  b le ss in g  of th e  n ew  b u ild in g s  b e in g  
c o m p le te d , th e  p ro c e ss io n  re a sse m b le d  o n ce  m o re  a t  th e  
C h a p e l, w h e re  th e  B lessed  S a c ra m e n t h a d  b e e n  re se rv e d .

N o w  th e  g re a t “ C o rp u s  C h ris ti ” p ro cessiftn  se ts  fo rth  
a n d  o u r L o rd  in  H is  s a c ra m e n ta l g lo ry  p asses  b y , g iv ing  H is  
lo v e  a n d  h e a lin g  p o w e r  to  th e  sick  as  H e  d id  in  th e  d a y s  of 
H is  e a r th ly  so jo u rn . T h e  N a tiv e  n u rse s  h a d  th e  p riv ile g e  
o f sc a tte r in g  flow ers b e fo re  th e  B lessed  S a c ra m e n t, w h ilst 
th e  c h ild re n  fro m  th e  schoo l, a n d  th e  h u g e  co n c o u rse  of 
N a tiv e s  sa n g  th e  p ra ise s  o f ou r K ing . In d ee d  it w as a d ay  
th a t  w ill n o t b e  fo rg o tte n .

T h e  re lig io u s  ce re m o n y  fin ished , w e  w ere  a ll g la d  to  
a t te n d  to  th e  re f re sh m e n t o f th e  b o d y . The N ativ es , I n e e d  
h a rd ly  as su re  you , d id  full ju s tice  to  th e  e ffo rts  m a d e  b y  th e  
c o o k s  on  th e ir  b e h a lf , w h ils t th e  E u ro p e a n  staff sp e ed ily  
sh o w e d  th e ir  a p p re c ia tio n  of all th e  g o o d  th in g s  p re p a re d  for 
th e m .

So e n d e d  a m o s t h a p p y  d ay , a n d  1 am  su re  a t th is  
m o m e n t of w ritin g , w h e n  ev e ry  b e d  in  th e  N a tiv e  w a rd s  is 
o c c u p ie d , th e re  a re  m a n y  w ith  g ra te fu l h e a r ts  fo r th e  effo rts  
th a t  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  fo r th e  re lie f  o f s ick n ess  am o n g s t th e  
Z u lu  p e o p le .

V . H . H O D D 1 N O T T .

Ju n e  2 6 th , I 93 1



S. Joseph’s Cot.

Ju s t to  sh o w  th e  n ecessity  of an  in s titu tio n  lik e  S. M a ry ’s, 
w e q u o te  th e  fo llo w in g  fro m  ' T h e  N a ta l M ercu ry , of 8 th  
A p ril,  1 9 3 1 :—

In E a s t L o n d o n  it w as  sa id  th a t  th e  d e a th  ra te  
a m o n g  W h ite  in fa n ts  w as  65 o u t o f 1,0 0 0 , b u t th e  d e a th  
ra te  of N a tiv e  in fan ts , on  th e  sa m e  sca le , w as  4 0 0 . In 
Jo h a n n e sb u rg  re c e n tly  th e re  h a d  b e e n  a  d iscu ssio n  
am o n g  d o c to rs , so m e of w h o m  sa id  N a tiv e  in fa n t 
m o r ta lity  th e re  w as  9 0 0 , w h ile  o th e rs  sa id  it  w as  m o r e .”
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