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At tho p n t u t  ortttotl ita^i of our •t r u ^ l*  for Freedoa 

1% 1* portion la rly laportaat that tho Afrlo*i Notional Coagre*o 

efeould pay attention to tho eoonoalo need* of tho Afrloan 

people, Tho whole «y*ten of roeifl oppr*«*lon In thl* country 

exlate with tho p*rpo*e of aupplylng tho ruling nlnorlty and 

oTor*M« investor* with •  dfolle m m  of utodor raid and gre**ly 

exploited non-^irwpean labotr.

Tho overwhelolng Minority of tho Afrloajn po pie eon* It* of 

poor labourer* In town* and in tho oountry aide Nhw horo no
*

•horo In tho country*. wealth. They will continue to ho on

The oo*t lnrortant aeotlon of the Africa;, working claw* 

oon*l*t* of the urban Industrial worker*. It lathey, above all, 

poaee** tho «tren*th axtd tho potentlalitr of organisation

that pr*rall* in thl* oountry. One of th* mo»t -trUcln^ feoture* 

of the development ofTouth Africa over the la t t**n year- he* 

boon the gr^*t increase in Afrloan urban population; o faot whloh 

will continue to reaot favourably on our •tru^le. Thl. croca*. 

of urbanisation ha* been Dartlcularly narked In Natel.

According to the late*t available ean**u* figure# tho urban 

Afrloan population of the Union Increased by ?3^ between 19^6 

and 1951, hut In Natal the urban potulatlon Inore^^od by ?9% 

over the *a«e period.

By c*japarl«on the rural population reoalned aloo*t *tf»tlc; 

lnere*lng by onl

African people to come \o  the town*, a trend which 1* none narked 

In Natal than the va*t of the Union. For the .African Notional 

Congre** thl* will bo a *ource for .trength, provided that we coy 

proper ottentlon to the urgent need* of our people.

oppressed group until the *reedo« Charter 1* lop:
*,*» ^^ ■* * •  * *» * j ^ 1 

wealth of the country 1* returned to It* people.

to *trlke *erlou* b&w . at the *y*te« ofopnre.-lon and exploitation

Indu*trlal *orkor*/
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Above all, we auet nut overlook the treweadou#fopoe of the 

Afrloan Industrial workers whlah now fo n «  won* thaiO#fc of th^ 

total industrial labour foroo of the country. One of the 

difficulties which this group ha# been facing is a decline In 

real wages. Between 19*8 - 1931 tha average rise in the wage* 

of Afrloan Industrial worker* was 5 .1 * , but In the *aae oerlod 

tha fa offlelal Cost of Living Index rose by 6.5f  . In other 

word* the Afrloan worker «uxCklartix)w|xta«ii bou ht las* for 

his auney in 195? then In 19*8. This trend ha«* been continuing .

In other tajrds the re has been an lnore**e In the exploitation 

of the Afrloan worker* »lnce the nationalist <*overn®ent aaae 

Into power. This Covenwent is essentially a rloh nan's Oort 

and Its do 11 a* of oppression her no luubt lnnre**ed the poverty 

of the non>*uropean r>eoplet parti ouarly the Africa^.

fiUOHk.

The role of the Africa^) worker In alnln«, Is all an-ell lmnortant 

one. In the *pl4 alnes 1 the African worker fotxs about 87* of

l9the total labour foroe, while/all mining the oorrewponHna figure 
was
tn/93t cash wa^es for Afrloan workers - aN^ut %k ner annua, 

and the everage oash wage of the white mine worker wa«£853 per 

annua In 195?* At the «ame tlae aK,ut 4 ^  at 111 on w ri  wm&x 

paid out annually In dividend* to atumfcatAaxe holder- of told 

atnllg shares. Thl* *u*^ re^re-ents a return of 175 of the 

card tal invested. For the Mhola “'otrth Afrloan eoonoay nolens 

than £5? allllon war- paid out In the fora of 3lvldend* to 

over*ee* Investor# In 1953. This robbery of the Afrlo*. people 

whoee labour produces the wealth of this oountry cannot be 

allowed tooontlnue against this systea of poverty and ot>pr-**lon 

for our people. We *et the prograone of our Preedore Charter:

•The people shall share the oountry’ •  wealth......... ..........* Until

these provisions of t.e ^reedta Charter are fulfilled the 

Afrloan people will not be able to enjoy th* fault* of their 

labour; which Iruits rightly belong to then.

Poll ttoal/..........



POLITICAL!

We rout alway« bear In linA thtt thtn In the olo«4»t ooonootluii 

between the *y*turn of poll tloal oopre»»ion and the *y*te* of the 

economic exploitation under a  Aloft the non-aaropean people of 

thl* oountry are •uffering. the Apcttheld legl-latlon of the 

present and the prevlou* Ooyerraent ha* had the effeot of restri

cting eoononlo opportunities for the non-Buropean people, and 

of facilitating tlje exploitation of their labour power, e.g. the 

operation of the na«* law * prevent the Afrloan worker from 

welling hi* labour power in the be*t aarket; aony worker*- are 

kept In rural dl«trlct* at Aha ptarratlon wabe® *o that the 

white farmer* u y  continue to reap, reoord profit*.

In all oountrle* of the world the only hope of the worker/ 

ha* alway* been hi* organised wtrength. Wherever aodern lndu**ry 

ha* *T>rune the worker* hare leannt how to f l ^ t  for their 

right* In Trade Union*. The 3outh Afrloan ^overraent ha* lone 

It* utao*t to prohibit the activity of Free Afrloan Trade Union* 

by *uch law* a* the Native ^bour settlement* ofDlwpute# Aot.

*ven In the Indu*trlal Conciliation Aot of 19 £ £  the Act excluded 

the* the Afrloaa Worker e *cope of the meaning of the

tera 'eaployee.* eto, Thu* the Afrloan worker l*» all the more 

ea*lly exploited by the employer*. The I.C . Aot which rrohfblt* 

formation of alxed Trad# Union* 1» another ftep directed at 

destroying the po*«lbllltie* of the worker* of thl® oountry fro* 

fighting for their rltfit*. Moreover «uoh law* a« the *5uppN>*#lon 

of CoaaunlMi Aot, the iilotou* A#*emblle» Act and the Criminal

ieendeent Aot , because of the wide pow*r«» which they plaoe 

In the h/~>nd* of the polloe and the Gotori»ant, make It aore 

difficult for the people to *tand' ap for their right* and den nd 

a fundamental change in the situation.

It  1* our duty to deol*r*> our opposition to the*»e vlolou* law* 

without fall and to oppo*e them with the democratic programme 

of our Freedom Charter. (Quote Charter).

Grgnnl*a tlonal/. . . . . . . .



Zn the ergiuil»sttonal field we arefaced mth the ta«k ti of* 

oo-ordlnotla* the poll to* 1 with the eoonoolo »tru^.l«, the fl*ht
«

for » -hare in the country•« GoTempent, with the ft^ht far 

*  «h*re in the oouatry'e wealth. b#<*operatlo» between the
#

Afrloen national Cengr-**. and the south Afrloen Congre-* of 

Trade Unlon« should be increased end regular^/ Joint seating* 

on setter* of oowon Interest •hould be held by the local 

coaalttee of *ACTU and the La Naur CoeaJlttee of the Afrloan 

national Congre-*, *e au*»t al»o not lo«e - l^t of the economic 

a«peet of the Antl-T*»«« cawcalsn which *t -re-ei.t 1» «o ▼Vurouwly 

being purged u  ell orer the country.

There l*eQ«o a great need for the Afrloen Katlwnal Congro#-* 

to publlol»»e and to make denazid* In connection *lth the poverty 

of the Afrloan t>eovle, e ,&# t e demand for a rea-onahle mlnlaua 

wage, the abolition of the colour b*r In lndu-try end the repeal 

of the anti-trade Union law*. Abore ell the»e deB«;.d« iru«t b# 

linked at every ot>cortunl ty the glortou* rjrŵ reirine for destocrecy 

that 1# outlined in th-* ?reelo» Charter.

It 1» the Charter which 1* our *,uTdlnfc ll'iht In the -truggle.

It »howp u* the better *»ocl*ty which we *11 *rl«*h to «ee e#ta- 

bll*»hed In 3outh Africa.
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