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ziAtU jk\M.rM. , i««c4 ^#lrC punA. (_ lnh'tvt, ^ucj ocujtbudt jtUjn

c .  c v  j u )



E N D  C O N S C R I P T I O N  C A M P A I G N

W I T S  R E G I O N A L  R E P O R T  22 O c t o b e r ,  1987.

G e n e r a l l y ,  our m a i n  p r o b l e m s  h a s  b e e n  o u r  i n a b i l i t y  to k e e p  

n e w  m e m b e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  in ECC. We h a v e  t e n d e d  to cjet b o g g e d  

d o w n  in d i s c u s s i o n s  r a t h e r  th a n  c a m p a i g n s .  This, in turn, has 

a f f e c t e d  our c a m p a i g n i n g .  Our N a m i b i a n  M e e t i n g  w a s  q u i t e  

s u c c e s s f u l .  W h i l s t  the a u d i e n c e  w a s  small, it w a s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  

w h i t e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  w e r e  n o t  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l l y  i n v o l v e d .  The ECC 

s p e e c h e s  w e r e  g o o d  a n d  h a v i n g  a c o n s c r i p t  s p e a k  w h o  h a d  s e r v e d  

in N a m i b i a  w a s  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e .

O u r  R e f e r e n d u m  w a s  q u i t e  a m o r a l e  b o o s t e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  as we 

h a d  n o t  w o r k e d  w i t h  c a m p u s  in g e n e r a l  for a w h i l e .  P r e p a r a t i o n  

p r e v i o u s  to a n d  d i s c u s s i o n  d u r i n g  the R e f e r e n d u m  b u i l t  up  m o s t  

p e o p l e s '  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of ECC a n d  c o n s o l i d a t e d  m e m b e r s h i p .

T a k i n g  ECC b a c k  o n t o  c a m p u s  m a d e  us a w a r e  o f  a lack of ECC 

p r o f i l e  and s i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  the s u p p o r t  for o u r  issue, on c e  

o u r  p o s i t i o n  w a s  c l a r i f i e d .  T h e  e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the F r o n t  

p a r t i c i p a t e d  in a n d  s u p p o r t e d  the R e f e r e n d u m  w a s  a l s o  p o s i t i v e .

R e c e n t l y ,  we h a v e  just c h a n g e d  o u r  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  e l e c t e d  a 

n e w  Exec. W h i l e  the r e s u l t  h a s  b e e n  p o s i t i v e ,  the p r o c e s s  

l e a d i n g  u p  to t h e s e  c h a n g e s  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t e n s e  a n d  n e g a t i v e .  

N U S A S , N/C, s p i e s  a n d  p e r s o n a l i t y  c o n f l i c t  b e c a m e  i s s u e s  of 

c o n t e n t i o n  a n d  p r i v a t e  debate. T h e  g e n e r a l l y  u n f o u n d e d  b a s i s  

of t h e s e  t e n s i o n s  is w o r r y i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  as t h e y  d i d  m u c h  

to d i s c o u r a g e  n e w e r  m e m b e r s  a n d  d i v i d e  ECC.

W e  w o u l d  e s p e c i a l l y  like to t h a n k  N i c  a n d  C l a r e  in f a c i l i t a t i n g  

the s o r t i n g  o u t  of t h e s e  p r o b l e m s .

S i n c e  our n e w  Exec, a n d  s t r u c t u r e s  h a v e  c o m e  i n t o  o f f i c e ,  we 

h a v e  h e l d  a F r o n t  m e e t i n g  to f i n d  a m e a n s  of g e t t i n g  m o r e  F r o n t  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in d e f i n i n g  c a m p a i g n s  a n d  in m a k i n g  d e c i s i o n s .



The m e e t i n g  w a s  w e l l  a t t e n d e d  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l .  A n  ad  hoc 

d e c i s i o n  to h o l d  o n e  m e e t i n g  p e r  t e r m  w i t h  the F r o n t ,  plus 

o u r  u s e  of p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s ,  l e t t e r s  a n d  a t t e n d i n g  t heir 

m e e t i n g s ,  w i l l  h o p e f u l l y ,  s o l v e  the p r o b l e m .

A s  r e g a r d s  " F o c u s  On The C o n s c r i p t " ,  v e r y  l i t t l e  d i s c u s s i o n  

h a s  t a k e n  place. We h a v e  t e n d e d  to d e f i n e  o u r  o w n  d i r e c t i o n  

a n d  t h r o u g h  p l a n n i n g  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h i s  t o p i c  h a s  a r i s e n  but 

v e r y  i n f o r m a l l y .

G e n e r a l l y ,  s e c u r i t y  is s l a c k  due to the d i f f i c u l t y  of r e s o l v i n g  

o p e n n e s s  w i t h  a d e v e l o p e d  s e c u r i t y  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w i t h o u t  

o r g a n i s a t i o n . W e  s t i l l  h a v e  n o t  d e v e l o p e d  an  e f f e c t i v e  m e t h o d  

of d e a l i n g  w i t h  s p i e s  a n d  i n f o r m e r s  yet; t h e r e  is a st r o n g  

f e e l i n g  t h a t  we  a r e  w e l l  i n f i l t r a t e d  b y  the State.

R e p r e s s i o n  h a s  b e e n  q u i t e  h e a v y  t h i s  y ear, w i t h  p h o n e  call 

h a r r a s s m e n t  a n d  s m e a r  m a t e r i a l  b e i n g  s e n t  to E C C  m e m b e r s .

The m o r n i n g  of o u r  N a m i b i a  D a y  M e e t i n g  r e s u l t e d  in the S e c u r i t y  

P o l i c e  r a i d i n g  five E x e c u t i v e  M e m b e r s '  h o m e s  a n d  the S e c u r i t y  

P o l i c e  u s e d  b e t w e e n  12-14 o f f i c e r s  in t h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  R o o m s  

w e r e  s e a r c h e d  a n d  so m e  m a t e r i a l  s e i zed, i n c l u d i n g  the sp e e c h  

to b e  m a d e  t h a t  d a y  at the m e e t i n g .  T h e  h o u s e  of a n e w  Exec. 

M e m b e r  w a s  r a i d e d  - a n d  as th i s  m e m b e r  h a d  l i t t l e  p r o f i l e  in 

the o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  t h i s  i n d i c a t e d  to us the l e v e l  of S e c u r i t y  

P o l i c e  m o n i t o r i n g  b o t h  w i t h i n  a n d  o u t s i d e  o u r  o r g a n i s a t i o n .

Heavy, h a r d - c o r e  G a y  p o r n o g r a p h y  w a s  s e n t  to R o d d y  t h r e e  days 

b e f o r e  the r a i d  a n d  t h e r e  s e ems to be a s t r o n g  li n k  b e t w e e n  

t h e s e  two e v e n t s .

G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e r e  w a s  a d e e p e n i n g  of c o m m i t m e n t  a m o n g  m e m b e r s h i p  

and a r e a l i s a t i o n  of the s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e i r  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h i n  

the c a m p a i g n .



J O M f t l N i r N J E S E t L J F c C B  fxic:

W H I T E  E L E C T I O N

a ' E f f e c t  o n  t h e  w h i t e  c o n s t i t u e n c y

T h e  e l e c t i o n  w a s  q u i t e  - f r i g h t e n i n g  in i t s  a g g r e s s i o n  — 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  i s s u e  of s e c u r i t y .  T h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  a l s o  

d e p r e s s i n g  a n d  f o r  s o m e  c a m e  a s  q u i t e  a s h o c k .  T h e  d e m i s e  

of t h e  P F P  h a s  r e s u l t e d  in u s  l o s i n g  s o m e  of o u r  

s y m p a t h e t i c  s u p p o r  t in parliament.. M a n y  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  

p r o g s  wi l l  l e a v e  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h o s e  w h o  r e m a i n  w i l l  b e  

m o r e  a m e n a b l e  t o  e x t r a - p a r 1 i a m e n t a r y  o p p o s i t i o n  — m a n y  

feel t h a t  it is n o  l o n g e r  e n o u g h  t o  s i m p l y  v o t e .  BUT: 

t h e r e  is a lot. of a n g e r  f r o m  p r o g s  w h o  fe e l  that, it w a s  

e x t r a —p a r 1 i a m e n t a r y  g r o u p s  w h o  let t h e m  down.

A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  c o n s t i t u e n c y  is that. of s u p p o r t i v e  

A f r i k a n e r s .  T h e y  m i g h t  f e e l  m o r e  s h e l l - s h o c k e d  a n d  m o r e  

v u l n e r a b l e ,  but. t h e y  a r e  a g r o u p  w h o  w i l l  n o t  u p  a n d  

l e a v e  f o r  Aus.

T h e  e l e c t i o n  h a s  r e v e a l e d  a h a r d e n i n g  a n d  m o v i n g  t o  t h e  

r i g h t  b y  c o n s c r i p t s .  S o  w e  h a v e  t o  a c c e p t  t h a t  w e  a r e  n o t  

t h e  v o i c e  of t h e  c o n s c r i p t  a n d  t h a t  it will b e  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  r e a c h  (if o n l y  t o  b e  h e a r d )  b y  a. l a r g e  g r o u p  of 

c o n s c r i p t s .

b> What, d o e s  t h i s  m e a n  f o r  E C C ?



W i t h  t h e  d e m i s e  o f  t h e  PFP, o u r  c o n s i t u e n c y  h a s  g r o w n .  

B u t  o u r  f r a m e w o r k  i s  a l a r g e  g r o u p  of d e p r e s s e d  a n d  

d i s i l l u s i o n e d  p e o p l e  w h o  w i l l  e i t h e r  p a c k  or w i l l  b e  in a 

p o s i t i o n  f o r  u s  t o  r e a c h .  B u t  t h e y  w i l l  h a v e  w i t h d r a w n  

i n t o  t h e i r  h o m e s  (so t o  s p e a k )  a n d  it is f o r  u s  t o  g o  o u t  

a n d  r e a c h  t h e m  t h e r e .

B I E I N E M E N I  O F  E C C 1 S  T A S K S

T h e  c a m p a i g n  h a s  s h o w n  h o w  i m p o r t a n t  it i s  f o r  u s  t o  g o  o u t  

a n d  g e t  in t o u c h  w i t h  o u r  c o n s t i t u e n c y .  W e  r e c o g n i s e d  t h a t  

J o ' b u r g  h a s  a s p e c i f i c  p r o b l e m  a n d  t h a t  i s  o u r  a p p r o a c h  t o  o u r  

c o n s t i t u e n c y .  S i m p l y  p u t ,  w e  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  in t o u c h  w i t h  it. 

I n s t e a d  o u r  a p p r o a c h  h a s  b e e n  t o  " t h r o w  p r o p a g a n d a  i n t o  t h e  

w i n d "  a n d  h o p e  t h a t  it r e a c h e s  i t s  m a r k .  W e  h a v e  v i g o r o u s l y  

m a d e  o u r s e l v e s  h e a r d  a n d  h a v e  m a i n t a i n e d  a h i g h  p r o f i l e .  T h e s e  

a p p r o a c h e s  w e  n o w  r e c o g n i s e  t o  b e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e .  W e  k n o w  t h a t  

w e  h a v e  c h a n g e  o u r  s t y l e  of w o r k .

H l i T Q P Y  O F  N E W  A P P R O A C H

J o " b u r g  h a s  h a d  a g o o d  f e w  m o n t h s  of t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of 

o p e r a t i n g  m  i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e p r e s s i v e  c o n d i t i o n s .  W i t h  t h e  

s e c u r i t y  c l a m p d o w n  w e  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  h a v i n g  r e g u l a r  g e n e r a l  

b o d i e s  s i n c e  D e c e m b e r  l a s t  y e a r .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  a p r o b l e m  f o r  

u s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in v i e w  of o u r  size.

S o  h o w  d i d  w e  c o p e ?



W e  r e f i n e d  o u r  s e p e r a t e  c o - o r d i n a t o r s  g r o u p  t o  t r y  a n d  

s t r e a m l i n e  s u b - g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n .  C o - o r d i n a t o r s  h a v e  b e c o m e  

k e y—f i g u r e s  in f a c i l i t a t i n g  J o ' b u r g  d i s c u s s i o n  of i s s u e s  a n d  

d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g .  T h e y  h a v e  h a d  t o  p l a y  t h e  r o l e  of m e s s a g e  

r e c e i v e r s  a n d  t a k e r s ,  a n d  h a v e  a l s o  h a d  t o  b e  proble m - s o l v e r s ,  

i n s p i r e r s ,  m o t i v a t o r s  a n d  d i r e c t i o n - t h i n k e r s .

S u b - g r o u p s  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  t i g h t ,  i n s u l a r  g r o u p s .  T h e y  

h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  t h e i r  o w n  i d e n t i t i e s ,  a n d  J o ’b u r g  o f t e n  d o e s  

n o t  s e e  i t s e l f  a s  o n e  r e g i o n ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  a s e r i e s  of 

c o n n e c t e d  u n i t s .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  m o r a l e  v a r i e s  a c c o r d i n g  to s u b 

g r o u p  a n d  a c t i o n s  o f t e n  g e t  l o s t  b e t w e e n  t h e m .  S o m e t i m e s ,  too, 

g r o u p s  d o n ' t  g e t  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  J o 7b u r g ’s w o r k ,  b e c a u s e  i t ' s  

h a p p e n i n g  e l s e w h e r e ,  in a n o t h e r  s u b - g r o u p !

F e e l i n g s  of i s o l a t i o n  a n d  f r a g m e n t a t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  f r e q u e n t  a n d  

w e  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  a s e r i e s  of r e m e d i e s  f o r  t h e m .  O n e  of t h e s e  

h a s  b e e n  o u r  " i n - h o u s e  j o r l s "  w h i c h  h a v e  o f t e n  b e e n  f o r u m s  

w h e r e  y o u  m e e t  n e w  p e o p l e  in E C C ! !  T h e y  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  " t i m e 

o u t s "  f o r  u s  w h e r e  p e o p l e  c a n  r e l a x  a n d  b a s i c a l l y  g e t  p i s s e d ! ! 

On t h e  w h o l e ,  t h o u g h ,  s u b - g r o u p s  a r e  s t r o n g ,  s e l f - g e n e r a t i n g  

u n i t s  a n d  w e  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  g i v e s  u s  a g r e a t  d e a l  of d e p t h .

W e  d o  f e e l ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  w e  h a v e  b e c o m e  t o o  m u c h  on t h e  

d e f e n s i v e  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t e .  S o  i n s t e a d  of a s s e s s i n g  o u r  

s t r u c t u r e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e y  a r e  a

\
\



4. D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  T H E  m e m b e r s h i p  D R I V E

F o r  s o m e  t i m e  n o w  w e  h a v e  w a n t e d  t o  m o v e  on t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  

d r i v e .  It h a s  b e c o m e  f o r  u s  o u r  m o s t  e x c i t i n g  p r o j e c t  a n d  o u r  

p r i o r i t y .  W e  a r e  r e c o g n i s i n g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of 

w h a t  w e  w i l l  l e a v e  b e h i n d  w h e n  w e  a r e  "bust." a n d  h o w  w e  

p r e p a r e  f o r  it.

Our c a m p a i g n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  w h i t e  e l e c t i o n  h a v e  p r o v e d  t o  u s  

t h a t  w e  n e e d  t o  w o r k  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  w i t h  o u r  c o n s t i t u e n c y .  W e  

r e a l i s e  t o o  t h a t  w e  w i l l  s t a g n a t e  if w e  h o l d  on t o  o u r  o l d  

m e t h o d s .  B u t  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  b y  " n e w  w a y s "  w e  d o n ’t m e a n  

s i m p l y  d r o p p i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  a n d  s t a r t i n g  a f r e s h .  O l d  m e t h o d s  - 

m a s s  m e e t i n g s ,  p o s t e r  p l u c k i n g ,  h i g h  p r o f i l e  s t u f f  - is w h a t  

w e  n e e d  t o  l a u n c h  o u r  n e w  w a y s .  W e  h a v e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 

w o r k a b l e  s i t u a t i o n  of m a r r y i n g  t h e  t w o  a p p r o a c h e s  m o s t

W e  w e r e  a l s o  j o l t e d  a b i t  b y  c h a l l e n g e s  f r o m  t h e  U D F  u p  h e r e ,  

t h a t  w e  h a v e  l o s t  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  w h i t e  c o n s t i t u e n c y ;  t h a t  if 

w e  a l i g n e d  o u r s e l v e s  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  U D F  o u r  p r o f i l e  w o u l d  

n o t  c h a n g e .

W e  h a v e  p u t  s o m e  v i s i o n a r y  t h o u g h t  i n t o  c o n c r e t e  i d e a s  f o r  

f u t u r e  w o r k .  O n e  is that, of s u b u r b  t a r g e t t ^ n g :  w e  s h o u l d



v i s u a l i z e  J c r b u r g  a s  a s e r i e s  of P E ’s. W e  t a k e  o n e  P E  at a 

t i m e ;  p a - p h l e t e e r , p o s t e r ,  w h a t e v e r .  W e  a r r a n g e  a m e e t i n g  in 

t h a t  a r e a  t o  g u a g e  h o w  m a n y  p e o p l e  are' i n t e r e s t e d  a n d  h o w  

r e s p o n s i v e  p e o p l e  a r e  t o  o u r  i d e a s .  W e  t h e n  h a v e  h o u s e —m e e t i n g s  

in t h e  a - e a s ,  w h e r e  w e  g e t  p e o p l e  t o  d i s c u s s  a c t i o n  t h e y  w a n t  

t o  d o  or- a r e  p r e p a r e d  t o  do. W e  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  w o u l d  b e  

i m p e r a t i v e  b e c a u s e  if w e  a r e  g o n e ,  t h e y  wi l l  c a r r y  on o u r  

w o r k .  Finally,, w h e n  an a r e a  h a s  b e e n  d o n e ,  we? m o v e  o n . . .  ! ! !

P r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  a r e  in t e r m s  of c e n t r a l  c o 

o r d i n a t i o n ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s u b u r b  g r o u p s  w i l l  d e v e l o p  at 

d i f f e r e n t  r a t e s  a n d  w e  wi l l  h a v e  t o  b e  f l e x i b l e  t o  h a n d l e  

t h i s .  G a m s  w o u l d  b e  in t e r m s  of s e c u r i t y  - d e c e n t r a l i s e d  

s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  h a r d e r  t o  b r e a k  a n d  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  o u r  w o r k  if 

w e  w e r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  s i l e n c e d .

O t h e r  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  w e  s e e  a s  b e c o m i n g  v i m p o r t a n t :

— c a m p u s

— c h u r c h e s

— k u 1 c h a

F i n a l l y  i-e feel t h a t  w e  n e e d  t o  h a v e  a c],ear p o l i t i c a l  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  on w h y  w e  a r e  t a k i n g  f o r w a r d  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  

d r i v e ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  a n d  n e w  w a y s  of w o r k ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  W e  k n o w  

t h a t  w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  o r g a n i s e  in an e s s e n t i a l l y  a n t a g o n i s t i c  

c o m m u n i t y .  B u t  w e  r e a l i s e  that, t h e r e  a r e  p o c k e t s  of p e o p l e  w h o  

n e e d  t o  b e  r e a c h e d .  In t h e  p a s t  w e  h a v e  s o r t  of r e a c h e d  t h e m  

w i t h  o u r  " h i t - o r - m i s s "  a p p r o a c h  of t h r o w i n g  p r o p a g a n d a  i n t o



t h e  w i n d  a n d  b y  m a k i n g  a n o i s e ' ! W e  h a v e  a l s o  s e e n  h o w  t h e s e  

c h a n n e l s  h a v e  b e e n  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  n a r r o w e d .

fi. O U R  M E S S A G E  J O  T H E  WH.TTE C O M M U N I T Y

T h e  q u e s t i o n  h e r e  i s  w h a t  is t h e  i s s u e  in t h e  w h i t e  

c o n s t i t u e n c y  now. G e n e r a l l y  w h i t e s  b o u g h t  t h e  N a t  e l e c t i o n  

m e s s a g e  o-f f e a r  a n d  s e c u r i t y .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’s p o s i t i o n  h a s  

n e v e r  b e e n  c l e a r e r :  WA R .  O u r  t a s k  in E.CC i s  t o  v e h e m e n t l y  

c o u n t e r  t h i s ,  t o  s h o w  p e o p l e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a l t e r n a t i v e s . . .

6- H O W  D O  W E  C O P E  A J  J H I S  P O I N J ?

At t h i s  m o m e n t  in t i m e ,  w e  a r e  w o r r i e d  t h a t  o u r  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  

n o t  w o r k i n g  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  our w a y  f o r w a r d .  M e r e l y  

r e s p o n d i n g  t o  s t a t e  r e p r e s s i o n  d o e s n ’t s e r v e  o u r  n e e d s  in any

w a y  o t h e r  t h a n  t o  k e e p  u s  o u t  of c h o o k  ( o f t e n  a g o o d  e n o u g h  

m o t i v a t i o n ! !!). W e  h a v e  b e e n  f e e l i n g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  t h a t  w e  

b o t h  h a v e  t o  de a l  w i t h  o u r  p r o b l e m s  of f r a g m e n t a t i o n  a n d  

i s o l a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  a c c o m o d a t e  o u r  n e w  w a y  of w o r k i n g  m o s t  

ef f ec t i v e  1 y .

W h a t  w e  h a v e  p l a n n e d  i s  a t h o r o u g h  a s s e s s m e n t  of o u r  

s t r u c t u r e s .  W e  e x p e c t  t h a t  t h i n g s  w e  w i l l  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

s o l v e  a n d  a r e n ’t l o o k i n g  f o r  q u i c k  s o l u t i o n s .  W e  a l s o  r e a l i s e  

t h a t  w e  h a v e  h a d  t o  p i o n e e r  a m e t h o d  of w o r k i n g  w i t h o u t  a 

g e n e r a l  b o d y .  At t i m e s  a r i g i d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  d e m o c r a c y  — of



d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g ,  e t c  - h a s  cost, u s  p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g i  si n g . 

I n t r i c a t e  m e s s a g e  n e t w o r k s  b y - p a s s  a n y  g r o u p  t h a t  is " t a k i n g  

t h e  g a p " .  O t h e r  r e g i o n s  m a y  l e a r n  f r o m  t h i s  a s  t h e y  m o v e  

t o w a r d  s i m i l a r  r e p r e s s i o n .

B u t  w e  s t i l l  -feel t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  r e - i t e r  a t e  t h a t  w e  h a v e  

c r e a t e d  a u t o n o m o u s  g r o u p s  t h a t  w i l l  d e f i n a t e l y  h o l d  t h e i r  o w n  

e v e n  in t h e  f a c e  of a b s o l u t e  a n d  m e r c i l e s s  r e p r e s s i o n  ...

W e  d o  f e e l  t h o u g h  t h a t  w e  h a v e n ’t d e a l t  a d e q u a t e l y  w i t h  t h e  

f r o n t  a n d  a r e  s t i l l  t o y i n g  a r o u n d  w i t h  h o w  t o  d e a l  p r o p e r l y  

w i t h  it. S o  w e  s t i l l  (!) n e e d  t o  l e a r n  f r o m  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of 

o t h e r  r e g i o n s  o n  t h i s  s c o r e .

A S S E S S M E N T  O F  W I N C L C P  _(J_)_

Ou r  a s s e s s m e n t  of W I N C L C P  w a s  s e v e r e .

W e  f e l t  t h a t  w e  i n t e r v e n e d  negati_vel_y in t h e  e l e c t i o n  a n d  put. 

p r e s s u r e  o n t o  t h e  p r o g  c a m p a i g n .

O u r  c a m p a i g n  m e s s a g e  w a s  v e r y  w i s h y - w a s h y  a n d  w e  c a m e  a c r o s s  

a s  a h u n c h  of i d e a l i s t s .  W e  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  c l e a r .  W h e n  

w e  l a u n c h e d  i n t o  t h i s  c a m p a i g n  o n e  of o u r  a i m s  w a s  t h a t  w e  

s h o u l d  p u t  our i s s u e  o n t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  a g e n d a .  N o t  o n l y  w e r e  

w e  n o t  c l e a r  o n  t h i s ,  b u t  w e  d i d  not. a p p r o a c h  it. c o r r e c t l y .  S o  

t h e  W I N C L C P  s l o g a n  w a s  f a r  t o o  v a g u e  a n d  n e b u l o u s .  W e  s h o u l d



h a v e  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  N a t  i s s u e s  on s e c u r i t y  m o r e  c l o s e l y .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  o u r  c a m p a i g n  w a s  a c a s e  of b a d  t i m i n g .  B e c a u s e  w e  

w e r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  u s e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  w e  a c t u a l l y  g o t  

l o s t  in t h e  n o i s e  of t h e  e l e c t i o n .

O u r  p u b l i c  i m a g e  w a s  w r o n g .  W e  d i d  n o t  a d v e r t i s e  o u r s e l v e s  

c o r r e c t l y .  W e  c a m e  a c r o s s  a s  a b u n c h  of r a d i c a l s  w h o  a r e  a b o u t  

t o  b e  c l a m p e d  u p o n .  W e  d i d  n o t  t a l k  in t h e  l a n g u a g e  of t h e  

e l e c t o r a t e .

W e  w e r e  a l s o  s t u c k  in o u r  o l d  s t y l e  of w o r k  a n d  t h i s  d i d  n o t  

w o r k .  W e  w e r e  n o t  s u r e  of o u r  m e s s a g e  a n d  s o  d i d  n o t  p u t  it 

a c r o s s  p r o p e r l y .  W e  w e r e n ’t r e a l l y  s u r e  W H Y  w e  w e r e  h a v i n g  t h e  

c a m p a i g n  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  in t i m e .  W e  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a c e n t r a l  

p o i n t  of f o c u s  — a f o c a l  p o i n t .

T h e  l a c k  of c o n c e p t i o n  a n d  d i r e c t i o n  in J o ’b u r g  r e s u l t e d  in a 

l a c k  of e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  a d d e d  t o  a l r e a d y  p r o b l e m a t i c  a r e a s  of 

c o —ord i  n a t i o n .

T h e  e l e c t i o n  i s s u e s  w e r e  in f a c t  s e c u r i t y  a n d  mi 1 i t a r i z a t i o n . 

It w a s  h a n d e d  t o  u s  on a p l a t e  a n d  w e  d i d  n o t  a d d r e s s  it 

c o r r e c t l y .

G e n e r a l l y  J o ' b u r g  w a s  u n c r e a t i v e  w h i c h  is u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c !!

C h u r c h e s  g r o u p s  a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  w e  h a d  n o t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  

a d d r e s s  t h e  c h u r c h  c o n s t i t u e n c y  in a n y  way.

\
\\



T o  h a v e  n  o p e n - e n d e d  c a m p a i g n  is a m i s t a k e  a n d  is t o o  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  p i n  d o w n .

B e c a u s e  s u b - g r o u p s  w e r e  t o o  f a r  a w a y  f r o m  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n ,  

t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  it.

W e  k n e w  o u r  s l o g a n  n e e d e d  t o  b e  g i v e n  d e p t h  a n d  m e a n i n g ,  a n d  

w e  f a i l e d  t o  d o  so.

F i n a l l y  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  c l a r i t y  a s  t o  w h a t  t h e  c a m p a i g n  

w a s  a b o u t .  w e  o u r s e l v e s  f a i l e d  t o  b u y  it a n d  s o  d i d  n o t  k n o w  

w h a t  t o  s e l l  t o  t h e  w h i t e  c o n s t i t u e n c y .

P h e w  ! !

W e  d i d  f i n d  s o m e  p o s i t i v e  t h i n g s ,  t h o u g h ! !

W e  f e l t  t h a t  w e  d i d  m a n a g e  t o  p u l l  a f e w  t h i n g s  off. W e  p u l l e d  

in s o m e  n e w  p e o p l e  a n d  w e  g o t  a d e q u a t e  m e d i a  c o v e r a g e .  B u t  w e  

d i d  n o t  m o v e  f o r w a r d  in a n y  wa y .  F i n a l l y ,  w e  l o s t  o u t  b e c a u s e  

w e  f a i l e d  t o  m a k e  g a i n s  f r o m  t h e  e l e c t i o n  i s s u e .

W e  a l s o  r a i s e d  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  r o l e  of N C  a n d  n a t i o n a l  

d e c i  si o n—rr.aki n g  . Ian w e n t  a w a y  t o  t h e  l a s t  N C  w i t h  J o ’b u r g  

d e c i s i o n  b a s e d  on o n e  of t w o  c a m p a i g n s .  H e  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  a 

t h i r d .  J o  b u r g  f e l t  w e  h a d  t o  h a v e  a d e c i s i o n  a n d  s o  a c c e p t e d  

t h e  c a m p a i g n  w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  d i s c u s s i o n .  W e  n e e d  n a t i o n a l



dec. i s i o n s  -fast, b u t  w e  h a v e  a s l o w  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .  

R e s u l t :  e i t h e r  n o  d e c i s i o n  or a r u s h e d  d e c i s i o n  - n e i t h e r  

a d e q u a t e .

W e  n e e d  a n  e x t e n d e d  NC. B u t  m o r e  s o  t h a n  t o  m a k e  a -few e x t r a  

d e c i s i o n s .  W e  -fee] t h a t  w e  a r e  at a w a t e r s h e d  in E C C ' s  

h i s t o r y .  W e  c a n ' t  w o r k  e f f e c t i v e l y  w i t h i n  o u r  o l d  s t y l e  a n d  

m u s t  m o v e  on. T h i s  h a s  i m m e n s e  n a t i o n a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s .  W e  f e l t  

t h a t  s e c u r i t y  w o u l d  p r e s e n t  a p r o b l e m  b u t  t h a t  t h e  m e r i t s  

w o u l d  o u t w e i g h  it. P r o c e s s  w o u l d  i n v o l v e  T H O R O U G H  r e g i o n a l  

d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  b r i e f i n g  of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  W e  a l s o  

f e l t  p r o p o r t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s i z e  of r e g i o n  

w a s  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e .

F i n a l l y ,  w e  a s s e s s e d  w h e t h e r  w e  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  t h e  

c u r r e n t  c a m p a i g n .  T h i s  t a k e s  u s  b a c k  t o  i t e m  2: h o w  it c a n  b e  

i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  r e f i n e m e n t  of o u r  w o r k .  On t h e  w h o l e  w e  

f e l t  t h a t  if t h e  c a m p a i g n  w a s  c l e a r l y  a r o u n d  t h e  l a u n c h  of o u r  

m e m b e r s h i p  d r i v e ,  t h e n  w e  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e .  O u r  f u t u r e  a c t i o n s

- t h e  d i n n e r ,  c o n c e r t  a n d  W J P  - w e r e  s t i l l  a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  

w o u l d  c o m p l e m e n t  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  d r i v e  ( a l t h o u g h  w e  a r e  s t i l l  

n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  c o n v i n c e d !  ! ! ! ) .



I S S U E S

1 • ALLIANCES

W e  f e l t  t h a t  it w a s  v i m p o r t a n t  t o w o r  k w i t h  o t h e r o r g a n  i s a t  i n s

in a l l i a n c e s ,  b u t  t h a t w e  h a d h a d p r o b l e m s  w i t h  o u r  o w n

d e c i s i o n —m a k i n g .  ( T h i s w a s  m o r e s o t o  d o  wi t h o u r  u n i q u e

p r o b o e m s  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d  c o —or di n a t i  o n ).

P r e s e n t l y  w e  a r e  i n v o l v e d  in t h e  F i v e  F r e e d o m ’s F o r u m  a n d  t h e  

F r e e  T h e  C h i l d r e n  A l l i a n c e -  O u r  i n v o l v e m e n t  in t h e  F F F  h a s  b e e n  

c o n s t r u c t i v e  a n d  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  t a k e  g a p s  a n d  m a k e  g a i n s  

-for E C C  (eg. N i c k  s p e a k i n g  at a F F F  m e e t i n g ) .  H o w e v e r ,  a s  f a r  as 

t h e  C h i l d r e n  a l l i a n c e  g o e s ,  o u r  i n v o l v e m e n t  h a s  o n l y  b e e n  on 

p r i n c i p l e ,  n o  m o r e .  Yet, t h i s  a l l i a n c e  f e e l s  w e  a r e  t h e  m o s t  nb 

o r g a n i s a t i o n  in it. W e  h a v e  a g o o d  i m a g e  a n d  a l l i a n c e s  w a n t  us 

t o  b e  a p a r t  of t h e m .

W e  o b v i o u s l y  n e e d  t o  a s s e s s  e a c h  a l l i a n c e  b e f o r e  w e  g o  i n t o  it. 

W e  a c c e p t  t h a t  w e  o n l y  t a k e  u p  i s s u e s  i n s o f a r  a s  t h e y  a f f e c t  o u r  

i s s u e  or p r e v e n t  u s  f r o m  t a k i n g  up o u r  i s s u e ,  a l t h o u g h  s o m e  

p e o p l e  h a v e  r a i s e d  q u e s t i o n s  of w h e t h e r  w e  in f a c t  h a v e  an 

o b l i q a t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  m o v e m e n t  a s  a w h o l e  t o  b e  p a r t  of 

p r o g r e s s i v e  a l l i a n c e s .  W e  h a v e  v a l i d  r e s e r v a t i o n s  - s i n g l e  

i s s u e ,  c o a l i t i o n  o u r s e l v e s  — b u t  w e  h a v e  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  t e n s i o n  

of o u r  s p e c i f i c  f o c u s  w i t h  t h e  g a i n s  in t e r m s  of o u r  f r o n t  w o r k  

a s  well a s  t h e  s e c u r i t y  a l l i a n c e s  p r o v i d e .

\\
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W e  -felt t h a t  o u r  a p p r o a c h  t o  F F F  w a s  a g o o d  one. W e  a l w a y s  

i n c l u d e d  o u r  p e r s p e c t i v e  in i n i t i a l  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  in t h a t  w a y  

i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of F F F  t o  m a k e  it e a s i e r  f o r  u s  t o  b e  a 

p a r t  of it. O n e  of t h e  p r o b l e m s  w e  e n c o u n t e r e d ,  t h o u g h ,  was, 

b e i n g  a f r o n t  o u r s e l v e s ,  w e  n e e d e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  v i e w p o i n t s  

of o u r  m e m b e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a d e q u a t e l y .

F i n a l l y ,  w e  r a i s e d  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  of a l l i a n c e s  n a t i o n a l l y .  D o e s  

t h e r e  s t i l l  h a v e  t o  b e  a n a t i o n a l  d e c i s i o n  on t h e s e ?  W e  f e J t  

t h a t  r e g i o n s  s h o u l d  h a v e  a d e g r e e  of a u t o n o m y ,  b u t  h o w  f a r  c o u l d  

t h i s  a u t o n o m y  g o ?



END C O N S C R IP T IO N  C A M P A IG N : National committee report

Wits U n ive rs ity .

Morale

D u rin g  the second term at wits morale tended to be quiet low as there 

was a general felling of anti climax after the activities and political gains 

of the f irs t  term. Much of this lack of enthusiasm was seen as caused 

b y  bad planing du rin g  the A pril  Vac and an unhappiness with the national 

campaign which was felt to be far too clumsy and nebulous. T h e  activities 

of N US AS and their non racial poll also delimited the time we had for 

organising on campus due to a desire not to clash with the NUSAS 

programme. D uring  this period it was felt that the Exec needed to be 

expanded in order to draw more people in to decision making and the 

conceptualisation n process. We now have an additional rep from each 

subgroup as well as a rep from the newly resurrected E C C  at med school. 

T o  deal with the problem of lack of planning, during  the J u ly  vacation 

we held an in depth planning and conceptualisation meeting where several 

proposals for this terms activities were p ut forward. T h e y  were then 

voted on b y  the general body and the referendum proposal was accepted. 

Because of the whole of Wits E C C  being involved in the planning and 

decision process around this campaign there is a greater sense of 

enthusiasm and commitment b y  our membership than before and we have 

been able top draw in a large proportion of our membership into the work 

required .

Security

Th e  level of security consciousness has improved but is still quiet low. 

I think that this is partially to do with the nature of the campus



i t

branches. However the major and continuing problem is that of spies 

and informers although we have entered into some process of 

investigation. Th e  only state harassment has been the use of our 

membership lists which were seized earlier in the year.3Here around the 

E CC  diner and concert people were phoned and threatened and recently 

callers claiming to be members of the AWB have been phoning up less 

involved E C C  members and threatening them. As well as this we have 

been experiencing a relatively high degree of smear attacks from the SMA 

(T h e  NSF affiliate on campus).

Internal Education

Although still a week area we have been holding seminars on a va rie ty  

of topics such as ECC  and N D S , media work shops, and discussion around 

the chairing of meetings. Once the referendum campaign is over it is 

planned to hold more skills workshops and so the legendary Organisational 

Pack (of which we have heard so much and yet seen not) will come in 

v e ry  useful.

Programme

In terms of our profile on campus last term, as explained earlier, it 

was week although we were still able to pull of a G E T  P EA C E D  concert 

with Voice of Wits campus radio station. Although not a huge financial 

success due to the brass monkey weather, we still pulled a large number 

of people as well as building v e ry  good relations with VOW. O u r  major 

gains last term were in the field of the front where due to sterling work 

on behalf of our front subgroup we have been able to build v e ry  good 

relations with a wide range of organisations and have most of them as 

affiliates such as the NUSAS sub corns, S A V S , S T E P ,  M E T H S O C ,



h

C A T H S O C ,  Y C S ,  P E G ,  P G A , Young Progs, S A L T ,  VOW, N H D , War 

Games.

As already mentioned we at Wits are running a referendum on campus 

where the student body will vote on the issue "Should South Africans 

have the right to question the laws relating to conscription" at the time 

of the SRC elections that being the 25th and 26th of A u g u s t.  We have 

used this as a chance to test our support base among student 

organisations, academics and student as a whole and already endorsements 

are flouding in including one of the Deputy Vice Chancellors. We felt 

that this was a far more useful campaign to run rather than participate 

on the SRC as experience at Wits has shown that the structure  does not 

facilitate the struggle regarding conscription on our campus bu t in many 

ways hinders it as it tu rn s  our activists into bureaucrats.



E . C . C .■ •Ht

12 August 1987

Dear

the S A D F .  freedom to choose whether or not to participate in

I n  the very near future w e  s h a l l  K o
issue: holding a referendum around the following

"Do you support the right of South Africans 

to question the laws regarding conscription?'

from clubs and s o c i e t i e s t ^ ^ a n i i a t i ^ ^ f t o t h  ^  tJying t0 get end°rsements 
individuals. organisations (both on and off campus) and

“ iike -  —  —  —

Yours

E.C.C.



Sensitive 
Days

Tbe 1966 C om m inioo o f Inquiry into 
eventt on campus strongly suggested 
that on days sensitive to any particular 
group o f  students, d o  other group o f 
students are to  hold displays or 
meetings, o r any activity which could 
potentially lead to  conflict.

The sensitive day concept was 
adopted by  tbe council o f our universi
ty, and is now official policy. The 19 
■fed 20th M arch 1987 were delcared sen
sitive for certain students and the SMA 
was not even allowed, by express in
structions from Professor Tober (Vice- 
Chancellor), to  distribute any pam 
phlets on any one o f the two sensitive 
days. This was the case even though no 
gatherings or dated activities had been 
planned for the second of the two days.

W ith the above in mind, an applica
tion was 77 to Professor Tober for the 
SMA to  be followed to hold focus 
tables on the 19, 20 and 21 May 1987, 
with a  meeting on the 21 May, to 
com memorate tbe ANC car bomb Mast 
in which 19 were killed and 239 injured.

Permission was granted to the SMA 
to  hold th e  activities for which permis
sion was requested.

An obscure leftist grouping calling 
itself the ERC approached committee 
members saying that it had organised a 
COSATU meeting for Tuesday the 19 
may and that it would like the SMA to  
move its sensitive day from Tuesday to 
Friday, as P rof. Shear would otherwise 
ao t permit them  to  hold their meeting!

As a  great deal o f planning and 
organisation had gone into the SMA 
r»m pnijn the SMA refused to move its 
sensitive day to  a  Friday. Besides, cam
pus is virtually deserted on a  Friday.

The SMA does in priddplc not think 
much o f the sensitive day concept. It is 
ia classical example o f  a  poor attem pt at 
treating symptoms rather than causes. 
The cause o f  violence on campus is the 
totally intolerant, uncivilised and un
disciplined conduct o f  certain in
dividuals. These persons should be 
dealth with in terms o f the existing 
disciplinary machinery.

There would then be absolutely no 
need for sensitive days to be delcared, as 
a  SM A and BSS meeting could take 
place in dose proximity to one another, 
without any violence or intolerant 
behaviour, since members o f both 
groups would know full well that the 
fu ll w eigh t o f  th e  u n iv e rs ity ’s 
disciplinary machinery would come 
down on them swiftly for behaving in a 
m anner that is not com pa tabic with that 
o f students registered at South A frica’s 
premier university.

BREAK NUSAS

COMPULSORY MEMBERSHIP

ECC
PRETORIA could do Itself no better ser
vice than to amend Acts that restrict publi
cation of certain writings and document!. 
In order that a credible and true scene be 
set, to be viewed by your sverage man in 
the street, who is Invariably poHticaly 
ignorant. Tbe naive socialism encountered 
h  Sooth Africa is largely due to the 
government’s Information black out on a l 
things remotely connected to the highly 
publicised “communist plot theory”. Ironi
cally such a stance, as taken by the power* 
that be, can only serve as counter produc
tive In any effort to oppose the revolution 
emminent in South Africa today. Tbe long
standing fallacy that ignorance Is bliss, 
should be woken up to. As long as the 
population is kept in the dark, how is one 
able to distinguish between organisations 
that are above board, and those that ob
viously are not innocent machinery.

I hate to dump this dose of reality on local 
idealism, but childhood has to eventually end. 
Many hollows and cries of peace and goodwill 
by members of certain organisations, would 
appear to be contradictory in the light of other 
activities on their part. The same superficiality 
is apparent in the portrayal of Ms WINNIE 
MANDELA, on account of her well- 
publicised “necklace" gaffe. In view of her 
“matches and tyres philosophy”, as well as her 
message of militant greetings and gratitude for 
"brotherly  solidarity to the SOVIET 
UNION”, the ECC press release issued in 
October 1986, stating that activist Winnie 
Mandela had been invited to protest “against 
the increasing militarisation of our society' 
can only be frowned upon. This seems a far 
cry from “WORKING FOR A JUST 
PEACE”.

In a  letter Durban ECC emphatically 
consoled readers that “ ECC has no links 
with banned organisations inside or outside 
South Africa. We do not caD on people not 
to  do their military service.”  In an article in 
DJAKON1A NEWS, RICHARD STEEL 
write* that " th e  goal o f our campaign is to 
end conscription.”

“ECC is. not a pacifist organisation” are 
apparently the words used by MEG BERES- 
FORD, representing the CAMPAIGN FOR 
NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT, to describe 
ECC at a rally organised by the COUNCIL 
O F SOUTH AFRICAN WAR RESISTERS 
in 198S. According to the press in Britain, at 
the same meeting. LAURIE NATHAN called 
for the disarming of the SAP and SADF and 
the unbanning of the ANC. He is also said to 
have explained that “conscription was merely 
an issue to raise other issue and to educate the 
whites about facts'. The objective seemed to 
be to pressurise the State. PETER HA- 
THORN, also an ECC member, apparently 
delivered quite a blow when he related that he 
had. whilst in Pollsmoor Prison, drawn 
strength from ANC prisoners.

Members of ECC can, however, justify any 
such unwanted publicity which results from 
association with somewhat dubious sorts, by 
coming up with the rather old line that ECC is 
a “one issue campaign" In other words, they 
cannot be held responsible for individual 
members' activities. This, however, does not 
ring true in view of recurring inconsistencies

In the ECC response to the DSA pamphlet 
last year, it is explained that by “being a 
separate organisation. ECC cannot make 
statements on behalf of other organisations'1. 
According to press abroad, Laurie Nathan 
explained that the “ECC is a coalition of 
about 50 organisations” , which hardly 
amounts to being a “separate organisation”.

EXPOSED
In an article in the GUARDIAN, JO  ANN 

KAWELL explains that Richard Steele 
estimated that “3 000 war ra s te rs  went into 
exile each year". He also explained that half of 
the 1985 January intake of IS 000 conscripts 
just “did not appear” . W hat is happening ia 
South Africa is neither better nor worse than 
such interviews would seem to reflect — it's 
simply very different

According to a UNITED NATIONS press 
release, GAVIN EVANS represented ECC of 
South Africa al a meeting in March 1986, 
where he, alon^ide representatives from the 
ANC, PAC, PLO, SWAPO, THE LEAGUE 
O F ARAB STATES, as weU as the SOVIET 
AFRICAN ASIAN Solidarity Committee 
reviewed the situation in South Africa. Mr 
ZEHDI LABIB TERZI of the PLO believed 
that he could draw parallels between the 
South African question and those that his 
organisation was subjected to. STEPHEN 
TSEWETE of the ANC explained that the 
present government was carrying out a 
“genocidal warfare against he people". Accor
ding to him “homes, factories, mines, 
churches, mosques, schools and creches had 
been converted into war zones".

Gavin Evans called on all to receive any 
persons who refused conscription. He ex

plained that “thousands of cooscripts ware 
refusing to serve the military" Aa invitation 
was extended to those activists from organisa
t io n  in South Africa, by VASILY SOLO- 
DOVNIKOV, Vice-President of the SOVIET 
A FRO-ASIAN SOLIDARITY COMMIT
TEE, to spend a vacation in the Soviet Uaion. 
He also expressed moral, political and material 
support Interestingly enough, the Soviet 
Union offered the most opposition al tbe 41st 
Session of United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights, held in Geneva, where it m s  
proposed that conscientious objection by 
military service and the provision of alterna
tive service to such people, be recognised in 
laws. Needless to say, the entire issue was 
therefore withdrawn.

Recently, the ANC posted the pamphlet 
headed “Education for War", to schools, in 
which it calls upon the students to “prepare to 
refuse to do military service” and “join the 
struggle". War resistance is, of course, a 
reponse to tbe continuing all-round political 
and military struggle led by the ANC. It can 
never be seen in isolation from this struggle 
OLIVER TAMBO, President of the ANC, is 
said to have called on white South Africans 
“to refuse to join the army” in many of his 
speeches. Abroad many such examples 
emphasise the obvious importance of war 
resistance in the revolution. Apparently, one 
document calls on white men “to build united 
resistance”  and to “jo in  the A N T I
CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN" in order 
that the state “be frustrated wherever 
possible'.

With current press restrictions, many of us 
are unlikely to hear about — and less likely to 
witness — brutality and tbe lack of discipline 
of the security forces. We would probably be 
equally unnerved and appalled by the ever 
increasing violence used by radicals to intimi
date the moderate black man. The majority of 
white South Africans are aware that violence 
can no longer be blamed on a minority of 
tro'ib1- shooters

SMA urges the government to reconsider 
the stringent press restrictions. Avenues 
should be opened for honest reporting on 
the actual activities of the ANC and SACP 
and a greater understanding o f the South 
African predicament can then be achieved.

At present, the only source of information 
is distorted facts projected by the radical left
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.lo'burg 11 ranch

1. Activi ti ps from KC to da t e .

.lo'burg branch have bw.n invo 1 ved in normal media and press 
activities with reasonahle success. We have had a number of 
press articles and a 702 talk show with KCT! input.

Tn terms of actual activities we have worked either alone or 
together with Wits branch on various actions.

a ) W e 1 kon acti o n .

Subsequent to the violence in Nelkon HOC played an active role in 
facilitating a meeting bel.ween township groups and town groups. 
Once the first meeting was held F.CC decided its participation was 
no longer necessary as the groupings were now oor m n i e a t i n g  and 
planning various future joint actions.
Tt proved to he a meaningful intervention, on FCC's part which 
facilitated a longer term program in Welkom.

b) rCR for us

KOC set up a nieeting for interested organisations (Hlack Sash, 
5FK, Musas, CUT, David Wehster trust, plus Cosatu and DDK 
representatives) to discuss the OCR issue. A working group was 
formed from these organisations which set up a briefing group for 
diplomats and a puhlic meeting. Information about the Harms anr? 
Hiemstra commissions was given. (3oorl press coverage was also 
ohta i ned th roi jgh this g roi rp.
All in all it was a successful small campaign around the issue.

c) Joint Act stop acl.ion.

A symbolic action to highlight the differences between national 
servicemen reporting for military service and others doing a real 
service for their cornunities was held jointly with Actstop. 
Approxirvitelv 8 buildings were, cleaned and some paint work clone. 
The action was successful and a very good spirit prevailed 
beLween FOC, Actstop people and the residents. Press coverage 
was also ohf-ained.

2. Internal cohesion.

The branch is struggling in terms of cohesion as there is a 
definite split he I ween those who believe that FPC's days are over 
and the organisation should quickly wind down and those who 
b e 1 ieve an involved process of getting the issue on to other 
organisation's agenda's before winding down must be followed.
The lack of cohesion may also be the reason why membership is so 
low as those following the first premise aren't arriving at many 
meeti ngs.



Morale in the branch is very low mainly Hu p  to the snia 1 1 
mpmhership and therefore any activity rp 1 ip s  heavi 1 y on ve ty few 
people. There is a Rpnsp of holding on for the sake of holding 
on with no real direction in sight.

4. Internal education.

\’o internal education has taken place in t.he branch since \’C.
The membership of the branch is very sma 11 and attendance at an 
internal education activity would probably he very snvill as most, 
of the members are long standing FCC members who would prohahly 
only arrive if something more than really special was on offer.

.->• Contact with other organi sat ions.

As previously discussed under activities this contact has proved 
worthwhile but it is on an ad-hoc: hasis. There is no official 
contact with any organinations except OOSG.

6. Future plans and activities.

.See returnees proposal .

Discussion around the possibility of hosting a violence workshop 
has started.

Otherwise agreement to wind down has been reached and the how and 
when must still be worked through.



k la v c  }

ECC (Wits) Regional Report

1. Activities of the branch
As Johannesburg ECC and Campus ECC have decided to work close together there is some overlap between 

campus and Johannesburg activities. Campus has however had its own specific activities

(a) Campus A ctions/A ctivities
- Together with Nusas SRC and Sansco, a CCB update publication entitled "CCB- are we letting the state get
ting away with murder?" was compiled.
- Poster screening done in the form o f a workshop
- 'Stop the call-up’ campaign this included (i) a day o f activities ("splattering the general", Music on the li
brary lawns, getting students to paint up anti-conscription graffitti on the Graffitti Wall, giving out slices of 
"army boot" cake, handing out KYR booklets and selling T-shirts) and (ii) A meeting held and addressed by 
Saul Batzofin, Doug Torr and David Bruce. Both these activities were seen as being successful.
- Picket (+ 30 people) around the court's decision to jail D oug Torr. The creative nature o f the picket and the 
fact that Doug turned up at the picket resulted in front page coverage o f the picket in the 'Daily Mail' and the 
early edition o f 'The Star'.
- Internal organisational work to develop cohesion - such as painting the new campus office o f ECC, also hav
ing a social event.
- ECC is part o f a broad grouping o f campus organisations working on a campaign to end the recent violence 
in the Transvaal.

^>) Joint activities with JHB
- Plastering Johannesburg with "Stop the call-up" posters.
- Distribution o f KYR booklets in Y eoville, at the Market and in town.
- The joint ECC-ACTSTOP campaign. In which various "slum buildings" were cleaned and maintained (5 in 
total) together with ACTSTOP members and other residents. Over 100 people participated in the action - 
about 35 from ECC
- Set up a talkshow on 702.

2. Internal Cohesion
There has been some difficulty in establishing internal cohesion. The main reasons for this have been identi
fied as :
(a) Both membership and executive have had little ECC experience
(b) Many people (including members o f  the exec) have had little or no experience in other progressive organ
isations
(c) A low morale, generally. ( See next section for more details) Attempts to establish cohesion have been 
made via social and participatory events (eg painting the office, Poster making etc)
We also intend to have a weekend away in which we hope that this problemwill be fully addressed.

Internal Morale
This has fluctuated depending on external events (eg : Doug sentencing and the picket which followed was a 

high point) but generally the morale is low. The reasons for this have been identified as due to:
(a) The recent changes in the issue o f Conscription
(b) The blurring o f  the issue and what the aims and objectives o f ECC as a whole is
(c) Fluidity o f  the climate and shifting goals
(d) Individual members lack clarity within their own minds where they stand on specific issues.
(e) People see other issues/organisations as being more vital at this point.
(f) "Wait and see" attitude. People don't want to expend huge amount o f  energy if things are about to 
change
(g) Some see the issue as already having been won.

On the whole though membership is optimistic that we can effect change and that the issue can be won.

4. Internal Education and Training
Due to low cohesion and morale this area has been problematic. Internal education and training has taken 
place at a very informal level.

At General Body M eetings the executive has encouraged political discussion to take place.
The weekend away will be expected to help remedy the problems o f lack of cohesion and morale and assist in



initiating a more structured internal education and training programme.

5. Contact with other organisations
ANC - This has been done on a local and informal level. In relation to the open day and CCB forum etc 

ACTSTOP - In relation to the clean-up campaign

N U SA S/SANSCO  - In relation to the Transvaal violence (also on an informal ongoing basis)

NUSAS-SRC/Black Students Society - In relation to the CCB Campaign as well as ongoing informal contact

NUSAS -SCAG (Social Community Action Group) - In relation to the Clean-up campaign but also ongoing.

'Wits Student' - The last 3-4 editions o f the newspaper have contained interviews and comments from ECC 
on ECC's work specifically but also in terms o f features which Wits Student has worked on (eg. Militarisa
tion)

JOYCO (SAYCO- Johannesburg branch) - W e have discussed various proposals in which we can work to
gether and access our joint constituency.

ECC (Johannesburg) - At a weekend away it was decided that ECC JHB and ECC campus would develop a 
better and more effective working relationship. This has resulted in both separate and joint exec meetings 

^^m d general body meetings

COSG - Ongoing, specifically around clean-up action

771 - ongoing, specifically around clean-up action

6. Future Plans.
(a) In the last term we have decided to take up the 'safe return o f war resisters' as our major

campaign
This will be developed at the weekend away, but joint work with JHB ECC will take place re; Posters, Wel
come home Concert, etc.
(b) Joint work with JHB ECC around

- Violence seminar
- Demilitarisation Conference (still a proposal)

(c) Lobbying W its Admin, Faculty Councils and developing contact with Student Councils around the issue 
of conscription
(d) Have a W elcom e home party on campus for Charles Bester.
(e) Design and print T-shirts relating to the safe return campaign.

^ 7 . Other
Campus still perceives ECC as a vital and important organisation. This is reflected by :
(a) Individual approaching ECC for advice, for KYK booklets etc, etc.
(b) Requests by ’W its Student' and other Campus organisations for comment on a wide range o f issues.

ECC clearly has status and importance on campus. Students, particularly those facing a call-up or camps, see 
ECC as providing an important voice for the conscript.



1 7  T u A / e  i r f o
REPORT OF SECOND CONSULTATION MEETING IN WELKOM

PRESENT: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  W o m e n  f o r  P e a c e ,  the D e m o c r a t i c  
P a r t y ,  the m a y o r  of W e l k o m  (N P ) , L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h ,  N a t i o n a l  S p o r t s  
C o n g r e s s ,  E n d  C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n  . A p o l o g i e s  f r o m  N U M  and M D M  
s t r u c t u r e s  w h o  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  in o r g a n i s i n g  an u n e x p e c t e d  rall y ,  

and A N C  w h o  had a r e g i o n a l  m e e t i n g .

Report from mayor
P r o b l e m  s t a r t e d  on 20 M a r c h  w h e n  t h e  T o r n a d o  h i t  W e l k o m .  It w a s  
a l s o  t h e  s a m e  d a y  t h a t  a B o y c o t t  of w h i t e  s h o p s  w a s  d u e  to 
s t a r t .  T h e  p o l i c e  w e r e  b u s y  w i t h  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  T o r n a d o  a c t i o n  
w h i l e  p i c k e t s  w e r e  put o u t s i d e  w h i t e  s h o p s .  T h e  p o l i c e  w e r e  n o t  
in a p o s i t i o n  to m o n i t o r  t h e  b o y c o t t  a n d  w h i t e  v i g i l a n t e s ,  the 
A W B  and B V , b e g a n  to e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  p o w e r  a n d  r e m o v e d  the p i c k e t s  
f r o m  in f r o n t  of t h e  s h o p s  a n d  c l e a r e d  t h e  s t r e e t s  of b l a c k  
b o y c o t t e r s .  T h e  s h o p  o w n e r s  b e g a n  to p h o n e  the A W B  w h e n  th e y  had 
p r o b l e m s  a s  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e  w a s  q u i c k e r  th a n  t h a t  of t h e  p o l i c e .  
T h e  p o l i c e  to o k  n o  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  w h i t e  v i g i l a n t e s .

T h e  m a y o r  p h o n e d  P i e t  C l a s e ,  o n e  of t h e  local M P s  and A d r i a a n  
V l o k  to d e m a n d  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  t o o k  a c t i o n .  T h e y  b o t h  l a t e r  
v i s i t e d  and t h e  m a y o r  d e m a n d e d  t h a t  a s t r o n g  p o l i c e  f o r c e  w a s  
n e e d  to p r e v e n t  v i o l e n c e .  H e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  s t r e n g t h  
of t h e  f o r c e  had l a r g e l y  s t o p p e d  t h e  v i o l e n c e .

A n o t h e r  i n i t i a t i v e  h a s  b e e n  t h e  s e t t i n g  u p  of t h e  J o i n t  W o r k i n g  
C o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  t h e  m a y o r  is p a r t  o f ( s e e  last m e e t i n g ) .
F r o m  his p e r c e p t i o n  t h e  A N C , N U M  a n d  M D M  h a v e  a c t e d  v e r y  

r e s p o n s i b l y .

H i s  a s s e s s m e n t  w a s  t h e  " p l a t f o r m  of r e f o r m  is c r u m b l i n g "  w i t h  t h e  
N P  p r o b a b l y  o n l y  h a v i n g  t h e  s a m e  s u p p o r t  as t h e  DP in W e l k o m .  
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  O F S  m u n i c i p a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  h a v e  in p r i n c i p l e  a g r e e d  
to t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  of m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  w i t h  a c o m m o n  v o t e r s  role, 
u n l i k e  t h e  T r a n s v a a l  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w h i c h  a r e  C P  c o n t r o l l e d .  H e  
h a v e  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  in d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c i v i c s  
in T h a b o n g  a n d  B r o n v i l l e  a n d  M D M  s t r u c t u r e s .  He b e l i e v e s  t h a t  
t h e y  w i l l  n o t  be r e p e a t i n g  m i s t a k e s  of t h e  p a s t  r e f o r m s .

T h e y  n e x t  m a j o r  c r i s i s  to h i t  W e l k o m  w i l l  be r e t r e n c h m e n t s  f r o m  
t h e  g o l d  m i n e s .  7 0 0 0  r e t r e n c h m e n t s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  and 

a n o t h e r  9 0 0 0  a r e  a n t i c i p a t e d .

H e  s e e s  W e l k o m  as a t e s t i n g  g r o u n d  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  w i n g ,  but his 
b e l i e f  is t h e  v i g i l a n t e s  o n l y  r e p r e s e n t  a v e r y  s m a l l  p a r t  of the 

c o m m u n i  t y .

T h e  m a y o r  s a i d  he c a n n o t  g e t  i n v o l v e d  in a n y  i n i t i a t i v e  s u c h  as 
t h i s  b e c a u s e  of h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  in g e n e r a l  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  m o v e s  

to b r i n g  a b o u t  p e a c e  a n d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n .



THE ACTION
D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h e r e  w a s  p o o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  -from T h a b o n g ,  but 
n o t i n g  t h e  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h o s e  g r o u p s  a t  t h e  l a s t  m e e t i n g ,  t h i s  

m e e t i n g  d e c i d e d  a p o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

F O R M :  P i c n i c  p l u s  s p o r t s  day. P e o p l e  in T h a b o n g  a n d  W e l k o m ,  as 
w e l l  as p e r h a p s  f r o m  o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  c o u n t r y  w o u l d  be i n v i t e d .  
V I P s  s u c h  a s  B r u c e  F o r d y c e  w o u l d  be i n v i t e d  to t a k e  p a r t . T h e  
v e n u e  w o u l d  be in W e l k o m  as it w a s  b e l i e v e d  at t h i s  s t a g e  t h a t  it 
w o u l d  be t o o  a l i e n a t i n g  f o r  w h i t e s  to g o  to T h a b o n g .  H o w e v e r ,  
t h i s  w o u l d  be t h e  f i r s t  of a s e r i e s  of a c t i o n s ,  s o m e  of w h i c h  

w o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e  in T h a b o n g  in t h e  f u t u r e .

STRUCTURE: A w o r k i n g  g r o u p  w a s  s e t  up. T h i s  w i l l  c o m p r i s e  of r e p s  
f r o m  t h e  A N C , U D F , N U M , N P  a n d  D P  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  g r o u p s  s u c h  as 

W o m e n  f o r  P e a c e ,  N a t i o n a l  S p o r t s  C o n g r e s s .

T h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  w o r k i n b g  c o m m i t t e e  are:
* c o - o p t  r e p s  f r o m  o t h e r  g r o u p i n g s  o n t o  t h e  w o r k i n g  g r o u p

* d e c i d e  on t i m i n g  of a c t i o n
* d e c i d e  on v e n u e
* a l l o c a t e  t a s k s
* d e c i d e  on n a m e  of a c t i o n

NB: T h i s  a c t i o n  w a s  s e e n  by t h e  g r o u p  a s  a s o c i a l  a c t i o n  to 
p r o m o t e  c o n t a c t  a n d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  a n d  n o t  as a p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n .  
A l t h o u g h  w e  a r e  all u n i t i n g  t o g e t h e r  a r o u n d  a c o m m o n  theme, we 
s h o u l d  n o t  a r t i f i c i a l l y  g l o s s  o v e r  o u r  d i f f e r e n c e s .  H o w e v e r ,  it 
w o u l d  be i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  p a r t y  p o l i t i c a l  a g e n d a s  a r e  n o t  

d i s p l a y e d .



REPORT ON ECC CONSULTATION IN WELKOM,
9 / 6 / 9 0 .

Out of the ECC National Conference at the end of May the idea 
emerged that some form of action should occur in Welkom to 
display South Africa’s concern with the activities of the armed 
right wing. It was felt that ECC should investigate this idea 
further as ECC believed that the armed right wing and their 
militant militarism is a direct result of the system of 
conscription and the war sycosis in South African society. A 
process was embarked on of national and regional consultation 
will our allies as well as a rigorous consultation process with 
organisations in the Weikom-Thabong area. This report is of a 
meeting in Welkom with ECC members and representatives of 
organisations from the ares.

Those organisations represented at the meeting included the ECC, 
The Women For Peace (Welkom Branch), Thabong Business 
Organisation, Thabong Civic, Thabong YCS, Thabong Youth Congress, 
Thabong Education coordinating Committee, National Union of 
Mineworkers, OFS SAYCO, and various churches.

The meeting began with an explanation of ECC’s concern about the 
Welkom situation and ECC’s willingness to be part of any action 
■in Welkom.
The meeting then received reports from the Women For Peace (WFP) 
and the UDF representatives at the meeting as to what has been 
their thinking and actions around building opposition to the 
right wing in Welkom,
WFP - Established in 1985 to bring the women of the Welkom aea 
together on a social basis.

- Have about 50 active members in the area and organise 
social events as well as meals for Thabong pensioners on 
their pension day.
- Since the rise of the AWB and BV in Welkom there has been 
a real ftenfte of f M r  -in f.h<a and rl sycosis of 
mistrust between WFP members.
- WFP feel very strongly that Welkom needs to show that not 
all whites support the AWB and that some action must occur 
where residents of Welkom, Thabong and other suburbs can 
come together in an action which publicly states their 
rejection of what the AWB is doing and what it stands for.
- WFP have been considering the idea of a peace picnic in 
Welkom where people can come together and eat together and 
participate in sporting activities and other actions which 
bring people closer together.

UUh
- Involved in the organisation of the Consumer Boycott
- Through the boycott, white residents of Welkom concerned 
about polarisation and racism and began to meet with UDF to 
try and end boycott.
-The Forum established (Joint working Committee) which has 
as its purpose not simply to end boycott but also to look 
at how Welkom can participate in moves towards a Non Racial
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- Tne Forum is also investigating the possibility of running 
an education campaign that aims to educate the Welkom 
community around non racialism,
- The Forum is made up of the leadership of Thapong 
organisations as well as business, political and church 
leaders from Welkom.

as;Other ongoing initiatives were also discussed such

- The churches programme which have held several multi-racial 
churcn services in Welkom and Thabong and a very large service 
is planned for September.
- Sport and leisure organisations are planning multi-racial seven 

siae football tournament as well as a chess tournament.

Discussion then turned to what should any action in Welkom be 
trying to achieve. Several points were made.

The action must reinforce existing initiatives and 
developments in Welkom. ECC snould use its national contacts 
to provide support and solidarity work to the action.

The emphasis must be on people communicating with each 
other, particularly through being involved in action 
together.

The action must be part of a programme and not simply an 
isolated incident.

The action should have some element of fun it its 
programme as this tends to rele a s e  tension.
- Need to be completely clear in identifying our objectives. 
Suggestions in this regard were,

~White community needs to be involved in the action. 
The action must facilitate as much involvement from 
whites as possible.
- In regard to the above point it is important that 
the support for an action is tested before final 
planning occurs.

Ideas of actions were varied. They included.
- Peace picnic.

Fun run linking all of the different group areas.
- Non-racial Church services. * • 

Thabong clean up with tree planting campaign.
- Day of Goodwill where residents exchange svmbols of their 

mutual respect such as flowers.
- Visits to Thabong township by Welkom residents,
- Meai sharing idea where people have a meal one week in 

Welkom and the next in Thabong.
- Human chain linking Welkom and other areas together.
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In terms of a structure to take the ideas forward, it was agreed 
that another meeting should be held with representatives from a 
wider range of groups to continue discussion.
Areas for discussion at the m e e t i n g  on t h e  1 7 \ 6 \ 3 0  w o u l d  include.

1. Introductions.
2. Explanation of process and summary of the discussion of 

the last meeting.
3. Define in more detail what are our objectives in terms 

of the action. What do we want an action to achieve, who 
should an action be aimed at?

4. In terms of the goals, what is the most appropriate 
action to consider.

5. Process around action:- Consultation, planning and 
logistics, advertising and media,, press, national 
support and solidarity.

6. Assessment.
7. Next meeting and closure.
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