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The Honourable Prime Minister 
The Prime Minister’s Office 
Union Buildings 
Pretoria

0001

Sir,

The United Democratic Front (UDF) wishes to draw your attention to a series of arbitrary bannings 
of a wide range of its public meetings to discuss your Government’s new proposals on the constitution 
and the “ Koornhof Bills” .

The Front is an alliance of community, church, political, worker, professional, student, women and 
youth organisations of democratic and non-racial outlook. A little more than four hundred organi­
sations launched this Front on August 20, 1983 at Mitchell's Plain - Cape Town. Today there are 
over five hundred and thirty organisations affiliated to it and the number of its affiliates continues 
to grow by the week. l£  importance may be gauged from the fact that on August 20, independent 
observers estimated the number of people represented by the UDF at 1 ,5 million. We can safely 
assert that there are close to two milliorTpeople now represented in it. This is a significant section 
of our country’s population.

The UDF was launched for the purpose of mobilising and expressing opposition to the implementation 
of the recently enacted Constitution Act as welt as the Black Local Authorities Act, the Orderly 
Movement and Settlement of Black Persons Bill and the Black Community Development Bill. The 
so called “ new deal”  is being imposed without any consultation with the people most intimately 
involved in its implementation and is opposed also because it entrenches apartheid. Under it the unity 
of our people will be undermined, the workers of our country will continue to be divided along racial 
lines, students will continue to suffer under unequal educational opportunities, the religious and 
cultural life of our people will remain crippled, the oppression and exploitation of women will 
continue and family life will further deteriorate. In addition recreation and non-racial sport will 
suffer.
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to all.

As a first step/.
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convened by the U D F, its affiliates and other organisations opposed to apartheid. As mature and 

,** responsible citizens we have an obligation to participate in the process of shaping the future of our
county. It would be irresponsible of a»s^ o sit back complacently and entrust such a grave respon­
sibility to one racial group - whether that group be Black or White.

Your Government must heed this voice of reason, respond to the urgency of this moment in our 
country’s history, and abandon its present disastrous course.

Yours faithfully

PRESIDENT PRESIDENT•>
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