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We have very good hopes that this walk for peace and 

justice in the Middle East will be a success. We look 

forward to the participation of a number of veteran peace 

activists (including Jim Douglass from the US), of 

Members of Parliament from several European countries, 

and of representatives from many peace organisations 

world-wide. We do hope that your organisation will be 

able to send a delegate to this promising event.

Co-ordinators: Ginnie Landon and Mohamed Sidek Ahmad



PHONE NR.: 665410 + 665411 FAX NR.: 665345 

A M M A N  - JORDAN
4 Ma y ,  19 91

D e a r  f r i e n d s ,

G r e e t i n g s  f r o m  J e r u s a l e m !  W e  a r e  w r i t i n g  t o  i n v i t e  y o u  to 
t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  J e r u s a l e m - A m m a n  w a l k  fox p e a c e  a n d  j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  
M i d d l e  E a s t , s t a r t i n g  o n  4 J u n e .

T h i s  is, i n  a w a y ,  a n  o d d  t i m e  for s u c h  a w a l k .  T h e  M i d d l e  
E a s t  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  a r e  f u l l  o f  t e r r i b l e  d i s a s t e r s  (in K u r d i s t a n ,  
i n  Ira q ,  i n  A f r i c a ,  i n  B a n g l a d e s h . ..), a n d  t h e r e  s e e m  t o  b e  m o r e  
p r e s s i n g  n e e d s  e l s e w h e r e .  H o w e v e r ,  as m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  G u l f  P e a c e  
T e a m ,  w e  f e e l  t h a t  it is i m p o r t a n t  n o t  t o  l o s e  s i g h t  o f  o u r  l o n g ­
t e r m  o b j e c t i v e s  i n  t h e  e n s u i n g  c o n f u s i o n ,  a n d  t o  r e a f f i r m  t h e  
d e m a n d s  o f  l a s t i n g  p e a c e  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .  A m o n g  t h e s e  d e m a n d s  
is a j u s t  a n d  p e a c e f u l  s o l u t i o n  to t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  q u e s t i o n ,  
w h i c h  a l r e a d y  t h r e a t e n s  to f a l l  i n t o  o b l i v i o n .  O u r  w a l k  f r o m  
J e r u s a l e m  t o  A m m a n  is a s m a l l  a t t e m p t  to k e e p  t h i s  i s s u e  o n  the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a g e n d a .  T h e  m e s s a g e  of t h i s  w a l k  is f u r t h e r  

d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  e n c l o s e d  " s t a t e m e n t " .

T h e  s t a r t i n g  d a t e  of t h e  w a l k ,  4 J u n e ,  is t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
D a y  o f  C h i l d r e n  a s  V i c t i m s  o f  W a r .  T h e  w a l k  w i l l  l a s t  s i x  day s ,  
i n  m e m o r y  o f  t h e  s i x - d a y  w a r ,  w h i c h  b e g a n  o n  5 J u n e ,  196 7 .  A  
c r e a t i v e  p r o g r a m m e  o f  n o n v i o l e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  is u n d e r  p r e p a r a t i o n .  
W e  h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  w a l k  for p e a c e  a n d  j u s t i c e  w i l l  b e  f o l l o w e d  b y  
a h u m a n i t a r i a n  c o n v o y  to I r aq, s t a r t i n g  f r o m  A m m a n .

W e  e x p e c t  v o l u n t e e r s  f r o m  a b o u t  20 c o u n t r i e s  to p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  t h i s  w a l k ,  a n d  w e  w o u l d  b e  d e l i g h t e d  if y o u  w e r e  a b l e  to joi n .  
If y o u  a r e  n o t  a b l e  to j o i n  y o u r s e l f ,  p l e a s e  h e l p  u s  to s p r e a d  
t h e  w o r d .  W e  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  k e e n  to r e c r u i t  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  m a y  
b e  s e e n  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a l a r g e r  c o m m u n i t y  ( v e t e r a n  p e a c e  a c t i v i s t s ,  
p r i n c i p l e d  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  c l e r g y p e r s o n s , a r t i s t s ,  e t c . ) .

W e  a l s o  n e e d  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t ,  m a i n l y  t o  h e l p  v o l u n t e e r s  
f r o m  T h i r d  W o r l d  c o u n t r i e s  t o  j o i n  t h e  w a l k  (we a r e  a i m i n g  at a 
v e r y  b r o a d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ) . C h e q u e s  p a y a b l e  to t h e  
G u l f  P e a c e  T e a m ,  w i t h  t h e  m e n t i o n  " P e a c e  W a l k " ,  c a n  b e  s e n t  to: 
G u l f  P e a c e  T e a m  ( L o n d o n ) , 7, C a z e n o v e  R o a d ,  L o n d o n  N 1 6  6 P A  (Tel: 

4 4 - 8 1 - 4 4 2  4 7 0 5 ;  Fa x :  4 4 - 8 1 - 4 4 2  4649) .

F u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  t h i s  e v e n t  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  G i n n i e  
L a n d o n  (Gulf P e a c e  T e a m )  a t  t h e  s a m e  a d d r e s s .

I n  p e a c e  a n d  h o p e ,

B e l a  B h a t i a  
( m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  G u l f

£ z e  M a r k  C h a p m a n
T e a m ,  c u r r e n t l y  i n  J e r u s a l e m )

Contact Persons: JEAN DREZE & KATHY KELLY



S t a t e m e n t

We, m e m b e r s  a n d  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  G u l f  P e a c e  T e a m ,  i n t e n d  to 
w a l k  f r o m  J e r u s a l e m  to A m m a n ,  s t a r t i n g  o n  4 J u n e ,  1 9 9 1  (the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D a y  for C h i l d r e n  as V i c t i m s  of W a r ) . O u r  w a l k  is 
a n  a p p e a l  for a c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  b y  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  
t o  a c h i e v e  p e a c e  a n d  j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  t h r o u g h  
n o n v i o l e n t  m e a n s .

T h i s  w a l k  e x t e n d s  e a r l i e r  e f f o r t s  m a d e  b y  t h e  G u l f  P e a c e  
T e a m  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  G u l f  w a r  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  b y  s e t t i n g  u p  a n  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  c a m p  b e t w e e n  t h e  o p p o s i n g  a r m i e s ) , a s  w e l l  
a s  t o  h i g h l i g h t  a n d  c o m b a t  t h e  s u f f e r i n g s  i n f l i c t e d  b y  t h i s  w a r  
o n  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .

O u r  g r o u p  i n c l u d e s  b o t h  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  v o l u n t e e r s  f r o m  
a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d .  W e  a r e  u n i t e d  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t r u e  
f r i e n d s h i p  b e t w e e n  p e o p l e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  
r e l i g i o u s  a n d  e t h n i c  i d e n t i t i e s  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e i r  
c o n f l i c t s  c a n  b e  r e s o l v e d  t h r o u g h  p e a c e f u l  m e a n s .  T h e  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  d e v a s t a t i o n  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  G u l f  w a r  i l l u s t r a t e s  the 
f a i l u r e  o f  a r m e d  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  as a n  a l t e r n a t i v e .  D e s p i t e  the 
f o r m a l  c e a s e f i r e ,  t h i s  w a r  h a s  l e f t  a h o r r i f y i n g  l e g a c y  o f  h u m a n  
s u f f e r i n g ,  e c o n o m i c  d e s t i t u t i o n ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  
s o c i a l  c o n f l i c t  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e n s i o n  e x t e n d i n g  w e l l  b e y o n d  
t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  w a r  zon e .

W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  g e n u i n e  a n d  l a s t i n g  p e a c e  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  
c a n n o t  b e  a c h i e v e d  w i t h o u t  a j u s t  a n d  r e a l i s t i c  s o l u t i o n  to t h e  
P a l e s t i n i a n  q u e s t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  t h e  J e r u s a l e m - A m m a n  
i t i n e r a r y  r e f l e c t s  t h i s  b e l i e f .

W i d e l y - a c c e p t e d  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  r e s o l u t i o n s  o n  P a l e s t i n e  
a l r e a d y  p r o v i d e  a v i a b l e  f r a m e w o r k  for r e a c h i n g  s u c h  a s o l u t i o n  
t h r o u g h  n o n v i o l e n t  m e a n s . W e  a p p e a l  for t h e  s p e e d y
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  a n d  for t h e  c o n v e n i n g  o f  a n  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  o n  p e a c e  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  i n v o l v i n g  
a l l  c o n c e r n e d  p a r t i e s .

W e  d e p l o r e  a l l  h u m a n  r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  a n d  a c t s  o f  v i o l e n c e  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h i s  d i s p u t e ,  a n d  w e  u r g e  t h a t  t h e y  c e a s e  
f o r t h w i t h .  W e  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  s u f f e r i n g s  
c a u s e d  b y  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  m i l i t a r y  o c c u p a t i o n  of t h e  W e s t  B a n k  a n d  
t h e  G a z a  s t r i p .

W e  a r e  a l l  c o m m i t t e d  t o  p e a c e f u l  a n d  c o r d i a l  b e h a v i o u r  
d u r i n g  t h e  w a l k .  O u r  p l a n n e d  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e  f a s t i n g ,  h o l d i n g  
s i l e n t  v i g i l s ,  p l a n t i n g  t r e e s  a n d  o t h e r  s y m b o l i c  e x p r e s s i o n s  of 
g o o d  w i l l  a n d  s o l i d a r i t y .  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

F O R  F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  P L E A S E  C O N T A C T :  (l) K a r l - E r i k  P a a s o n e n  
or K a t h y  K e l l y ,  G u l f  P e a c e  T e a m ,  A m m a n  (Tel: 9 6 2 - 6 - 6 6 5  41 0 ;  Fax: 
9 6 2 - 6 - 6 6 5  3 45 );  O R  (2) G i n n i e  L a n d o n ,  GP T ,  L o n d o n  (Tel: 4 4 - 7 1 - 4 4 2  
4 7 0 5 ;  F a x :  4 4 - 7 1 - 4 4 2  4 6 4 9 ) ;  O R  (3) J o  P a r s o n s ,  GP T ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a  
(Tel: 1 - 2 1 5 - 4 8 2  0 6 4 7 ;  Fax: 1 - 2 1 5 - 4 8 2  6 2 3 8 ) .



O B J E C T I V E  = T h e  o b j e c t i v e  of t h i s  w a l k  i s  to r e - a s s e r t  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n c e r n  for p e a c e  a n d  j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  East, 
w i t h  a p a r t i c u l a r  f o c u s  o n  t h e  I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n  q u e s t i o n ,  our 
m e s s a g e  is f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  e n c l o s e d  " s t a t e m e n t " .

D A T E S : T h e  w a l k  w i l l  s t a r t  f r o m  J e r u s a l e m  o n  4 J u ne, 1991 , the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D a y  o f  C h i l d r e n  as V i c t i m s  o f  W a r  . It w i l l  l a s t  six 
d a y s ,  i n  m e m o r y  o f  t h e  s i x - d a y  wa r,  w h i c h  b e g a n  o n  5 J u n e ,  1967.

I T I N E R A R Y ; J e r u s a l e m  to A m m a n  ( e x a c t  r o u t e  t o  b e  d e c i d e d ) . T h e  
l e n g t h  o f  t h e  w a l k  w i l l  b e  a r o u n d  1 2 0  k m s .

P R E P A R A T I O N :  A l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  to a r r i v e  i n  
J e r u s a l e m  b y  1 J u n e .  G i v e n  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  a n d  p o s s i b l y  e v e n  
d a n g e r o u s  n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  w a l k ,  g o o d  p r e p a r a t i o n  is c r u c i a l .

P A R T I C I P A T I O N :  W e  e x p e c t  a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  g r o u p  ( p e r h a p s  50 to 
1 0 0  p e r s o n s ) ,  b u t  w i t h  a v e r y  b r o a d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  

a g o o d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  m a j o r  p e a c e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  a n d  s o m e  
l o c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

S T Y L E  O F  W A L K ; W e  i n t e n d  t o  w a l k  i n  a g e n t l e  s t y l e  (e.g. i n  
s i l e n c e ,  s i n g i n g ,  or c h a n t i n g ,  b u t  n o t  s h o u t i n g  s l o g a n s  a n d  
w a v i n g  b a n n e r s ) , to m i n i m i s e  t h e  r i s k  o f  b e i n g  s t o p p e d .  A  
c r e a t i v e  p r o g r a m m e  o f  n o n v i o l e n t  a c t i o n  is b e i n g  p r e p a r e d .

F I N A N C E : A l l  v o l u n t e e r s  s h o u l d  b e  s e l f - f i n a n c i n g  (note that 
f l y i n g  to J e r u s a l e m  is, f r o m  m a n y  c o u n t r i e s ,  m u c h  c h e a p e r  t h a n  
f l y i n g  t o  A m m a n )  . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  h o p e  t h a t  e v e r y  p a r t i c i p a n t  
w i l l _  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  $ 50 to o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  costs. 
P a r t i c i p a n t s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  to g e t  s p o n s o r s h i p  f r o m  f riends, 

p e a c e  g r o u p s ,  c h u r c h e s ,  etc. I SponsersirupJar/HS ujltl CUjclLLoJcU l

„„„„„„„ „ , d r o i A - L  'Ujjl 6\tJ4 Pecjco.Te.cuu- GJfiica. [
S U P P O R T  M E S S A G E S : P l e a s e  t r y  to b r i n g  s u p p o r t  m e s s a g e s  f r o m  wil l -  
k n o w n  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  T h i s  c a n  b e  v e r y  h e l p f u l  
for p u b l i c i t y  p u r p o s e s .

I M P O R T A N T  R E M A R K : I t  is q u i t e  l i k e l y  that, i n  t h e  W e s t  Bank, 
m i l i t a r y  p e r s o n n e l  w i l l  u s e  i n t i m i d a t i n g  t a c t i c s  t o  s t o p  t h e  w a l k  
(as h a p p e n e d  o n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  d u r i n g  o u r  f i r s t  A m m a n -  
J e r u s a l e m  w a l k ) . It i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  as m a n y  p a r t i c i p a n t s  as 
p o s s i b l e  s h o u l d  b e  u n i t e d  i n  t h e i r  r e s o l v e  to c o n t i n u e  w a l k i n g  
d e s p i t e  t h i s  o p p o s i t i o n .  T h i s  m e a n s  t a k i n g  t h e  r i s k  o f  b e i n g  
a r r e s t e d .  H o w e v e r ,  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  a n x i o u s  to a v o i d  t h a t  r i s k  
s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  d o  so b y  w a l k i n g  i n  s e p a r a t e  g r o u p s .

A l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  to g e t  i n  t o u c h  p r i o r  to t h e  w a l k  
w i t h  o n e  of t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s :  (1) K a r l - E r i k  P a a s o n e n  or 
K a t h y  K e l l y ,  G u l f  P e a c e  T e a m ,  A m m a n  (Tel: 9 6 2 - 6 - 6 6 5  410; Fax: 
9 6 2 - 6 - 6 6 5  345 );  (2) G i n n i e  L a n d o n ,  G u l f  P e a c e  T e a m ,  L o n d o n  (Tel: 
4 4 - 8 1 - 4 4 2  470 5;  Fa x :  4 4 - 8 1 - 4 4 2  4 6 4 9 ) ;  (3) J o  P a r s o n s ,  G u l f  P e a c e  
T e a m ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a  (Tel: 1 - 2 1 5 - 4 8 2  0 6 47 ;  Fax: 1 - 2 1 5 - 4 8 2  6238).



Y E S H  (3  V/ LJ L

Private Amit Lewenhoff (19) of the Israeli army is serving 28 days in 
jail for refusing duty in the occupied territories. It is his fourth 
sentence on the same charge. On April 4 he was jailed for 28 days for 
refusing active duty in Bethlehem; on May 15, he got 19 days ("to match his 
age," said the judge) for refusing a posting to the Golan Heights; and he 
was jailed for a third term in June. The prison terms have been almost 
consecutive, with only a few days of liberty in between.

In 1987, Lewenhoff was founder-member and spokesman for a group of 16 
high-school students who, on the eve of their induction, wrote to defence 
minister Yitzchak Rabin, requesting to serve within the "green line" (pre- 
1967 Israel) so as not "tc take part in repressive actions and occupation, 
which definitely goes against our conscience ... If ordered to take part in 
repressive actions, we will be forced to refuse ..."
-------Draf-ied—irvto_the amoured corps in August 1988, Lewenhoff excelled in
basic training and was recommended for a tank commanders' course. From the 
outset of his military service, he had requested not to serve in the 
occupied territories; when the trainees were posted to serve in Bethlehem, 
he refused, and was jailed for the first time.

His fourth imprisonment, coming so close after the first three terms, 
may foreshadow successive jailings, with the aim of breaking his spirit and 
forcing him to disregard the dictates of his conscience. There have been 
numerous cases of refusen i ks receiving repeated postings to service in the 
territories, with each refusal drawing a further sentence.

Lewenhoff is the seventh conscript jailed for refusing service in the 
occupied territories since the onset of the intifada. Some 70 reservists 
have likewise been imprisoned for the same "offence", though in fact the 
number of refuseniks is very much larger, running into the hundreds (only a 
fraction are jailed).

Five days before Lewenhoff first went to prison, his father Carlos, a 
reservist, completed a 35 day sentence likewise for refusing service in the 
occupied territories. Carlos was born in Holland to Auschwitz survivors; 
from 6, he lived in Urugay, and at 21, he emigrated to Israel. He is a 
printer and journalist at the weekly "Zo Haderech".

Amit's mother, Irene Bleier Lewenhoff, is head nurse at the intensive 
care unit of a Tel Aviv hospital. She is the daughter of Eduardo Bleier, one 
of the "disappeared" during Uruguay's military regime; witnesses report he 
was tortured and killed in a military jail.

Amit Lewenhoff and the other refuseniks are backed by YESH GVUL, the 
support group which highlights their protest as the focus of its campaign to 
end Israel's occupation of the West Bank and Gaza strip.

Our efforts include financial aid to the refuseniks' dependents, who 
are denied family allowances during their imprisonment. Such aid is vital 
to ensure that no-one is forced to disregard the dictates of his conscience 
due to financial constraints.

In recent months, . YESH GVUL sympathisers1 outside Israel have promoted 
an adoption campa i on whereby groups sponsor jailed refuseniks, helping to 
provide for their families and conducting a support campaign. In general, 
adoption projects include:

a) financial aid - $450 for the refuseniks' families, and any 
additional money raised to fund our campaign;

b) political and moral support e.g. sponsoring publicity for the 
refusenik and his adoption in your local media; letters to the refusenik; 
protest letters to the nearest Israeli legation;

If you wish to adopt AMIT LEWENHOFF, please contact:
YESH GVUL, P0 Box 6953, Jerusalem 91068, Israel 

Or phone Peretz Kidron TEL: 972.2.434171



Y E S H  GVUL
First s e r q e a n t  (res) David G o lan (36) h a s  be e n  jailed -For 28 days -for 

r e f u s i n g  to s e r v e  in t h e  Ga z a  Strip. P r ior to s e n t e n c i n g ,  G olan declared:
"I am a s cion of the Jewish p e o p l e  w h i c h  has fought t h r o u g h o u t  its 
h i s t o r y  for t h e  r i g h t  to i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  w i t h o u t  b e ing d o m i n a t e d  by 
another people. I find no moral r i g h t  to d e n y  o t h e r s  the d i g n i t y  
and i n d e p e n d e n c e  I seek for myself. 'That w h ich is hateful to you, 
do not do to o t h e r #5. ' I do not wish to e n g a g e  in r e p r e s s i o n ,  or in 
the physical d e g r a d a t i o n  of s o m e o n e  f i g h t i n g  for his dignity. I 
b e l i e v e  in t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s '  right to a d i g n i f i e d  exi s t e n c e ,  just 
as in our own s e l f s a m e  right."
Golan is t h e  son of H o l o c a u s t  s u r v i v o r s :  bo t h  his p a r e n t s  w e r e  inmates 

of the A u s c h w i t z  e x t e r m i n a t i o n  camp. He .lives in Jer u s a l e m ,  w here he 
g r a d u a t e d  the H e b r e w  U n i v e r s i t y  with a d e g r e e  in p h i l o s o p h y  and education. 
He is marr i e d  (wife Efrat) with a y e a r - o l d  daugh t e r .  Golan s u p p l e m e n t e d  his 
3 y ears of c o m p u l s o r y  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  (in t h e  navy, i n c l u d i n g  d uty, during 
the 1973 Yom K i p p u r  war) by v o l u n t a r i l y  s i g n i n g  on for an e x t r a  year; in the 
r eserves, he s e r v e s  wi t h  an a r m o u r e d  i n f a n t r y  unit.

A n o t h e r  r e f u s e n i k ,  D u d u  P a l m a  (39) of K i b b u t z  Kfar H a n a s s i , got 35 days 
(21 suspended) in h i s  t h i r d  c o n v i c t i o n  for s e l e c t i v e  r e f u s a l , a f t e r  a 28-day 
s e n t e n c e  e a r l i e r  t h i s  year. P a l m a  l i k e w i s e  is the son of Holocaust 
survivors. He is m a r r i e d  (wife Ma'ayan) and has four children. An editor 
at the li t e r a r y  m a g a z i n e  "Shdemot", his p l a y  about H a n n a  S e n e s h , a Jewish 
h e r o i n e  of World War Two, was st a g e d  at t h e  1986 A c r e ' t h e a t r e  festival.

Palma served wi t h  the paratr o o p e r s ;  as  a r e s e r v i s t ,  he saw combat duty 
in Lebanon, t a k i n g  part in the b a t t l e s  of S y d o n  and Beirut. A gain posted to 
L e b a n o n  in 1983, he r e f u s e d ,  d r a w i n g  a 3 5 - d a y  jail sentence.

Palma: " . . . F e e l i n g  r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e  f u t u r e  of Israeli dem o c r a c y ,
I can no l o n g e r  be p a r t y  to a n t i - d e m o c r a t i c  a c t s  v e r g i n g  upon war 
crimes. T h e  i m m e d i a t e  c h o i c e  was e i t h e r  join t h e  herd (like the 
h u m a n s - t u r n e d - b e a s t s  in I o n e s c o ' s  a n t i - f a s c i s t  p l a y  'R h i n o c e r o s ') - 
or to p r o t e s t ... It is i n c r e d i b l e  that a p e o p l e  which so r e c e n t l y  
sav o u r e d  its own polit i c a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  s h o u l d  so l i g h t l y  d e n y  it 
to m e m b e r s  of a n o t h e r  people. By t h i s  step, I b e l i e v e  , I am 
d e f e n d i n g  our f r a g i l e  d e m o c r a c y  w h i c h  is being swept to the 
p r e c i p i c e  b y  t h e  ri s i n g  t i d e  of n a t i o n a l i s m  and K h u m e i n i s t  
f u n d a m e n t a l i s m . "

The i m p r i s o n m e n t  of Golan and P a l m a  b r i n g s  the nu m b e r  of Yesh Gvul 
m e m b e r s  jailed s i n c e  the onset of the i n t i f a d a  to 50. However, n u m e r o u s  
c o m m a n d e r s  b e ing r e l u c t a n t  to p r o s e c u t e  r e f u s e n i k s ,  ±heir actual num b e r  is 
b e l i e v e d  to be v e r y  much larger, p r o b a b l y  r u n n i n g  into the hundreds.

Yesh Gvul e x t e n d s  moral and m aterial s u p p o r t  $0 jailed r efuseniks, 
w h o s e  f a m i l i e s  r e c e i v e  a modest grant ($500) to see them t h r o u g h  t h e  period 
of impris o n m e n t ;  we work to b r ing t heir p r o t e s t  to the a t t e n t i o n  of the 
Israeli p u b l i c  as pa r t  of our c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t  the occupation.

Our e f f o r t s  a r e  a i d e d  by s y m p a t h i s e r s  in o t h e r  c o u ntries, who "adopt"7 
individual r e f u s e n i k s ,  r a i s i n g  f u n d s  to  c a r e  for their f a m i l i e s  and 
c o n d u c t i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  work in supp o r t  of Ye s h  Gvul. David G o l a n  has_ been 
a d o p t e d  by a c o a l i t i o n  in Miami, F l orida, c o m p r i s i n g  the- local c h a p t e r  of 
N e w  Je w i s h  Agenda, t o g e t h e r  with w o m e n ' s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  and p e a c e  groups.

As the P a l e s t i n i a n  i n t i f a d a  e n t e r s  its s e c o n d  year, we f o r e s e e  a sharp 
i n c r e a s e  in r e f u s a l s ,  w i t h  n u m e r o u s  r e s e r v i s t s  f i n d i n g  their m i l i t a r y  duties 
in c o n f l i c t  with t h e  d i c t a t e s  of c o n s c i e n c e .  We a r e  in u r g e n t  ne e d  of help 
in our campaign; in p a r t i c u l a r ,  we w e l c o m e  o f f e r s  to a d opt individual 
r e f u s e n i k s .  For d e t a i l s ,  p l e a s e  contact:

Y E S H  GVUL, POB 91063, J E R U S A L E M  6953, ISRAEL
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