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APARTHEID AND TAXATION
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"Taxation 1A not the. purely technical subject moAt people believe. aJI ti. It t> veAy much,
mone a tool u&ed. by the privileged. ivtth the neceé&4aAy political clout to nedlt>tAibul:e

wealth in theiA fiavouA cut the expense o0& theiA victim4." @r. Costa Divaris).

Voteless people have no say in the parliament which levies taxes and decides on expendi-
ture. Black people do not enjoy the same benefits as whites, but pay the same taxes.

1987 TAX YEAR
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Some of the Items we Pay for;

Education (R2746 per white child; R387 per black child,1985-86).

Pensions (R 198 p.m. per white pensioner; R97 per month per black, 1986-87).

Aid for “"independent® homelands.

Aid for white landowners.

Salaries for tricameral parliamentarians.

Salaries for civil servants and cost of multiple departments (Health, Education, etc.)

Security and Military activities.

Prisons (average daily population 114,220, Dec.1986 at just under R11 per prisoner.
(Hansard 23.2.1987)
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Implementation of Taxation

We pay Income Tax through the enforcement of the Pay-as-you-Earn system and also General
Sales Tax. Revenue also comes from: Company Tax, Provisional Tax, Licences, Duties, Tolls,
Rates, Customs, Petrol. Married women are taxed together with their husbands and so pay
more tax.

What proportion of taxes do individuals pay?
Taxes compared: 1987 and 1980

In seven years, the tax burden .
on Individuals has doubled; 32% 8 4% o
Income from the mines Is down ' 15,6% 27,2%

to less than a third.
Sourec Econometrli

SA BAROMETER Volumelnol. 11 March 1987

Penalties for not paying taxes

The taxpayer is at first penalised by having interest added onto the amount owing. If this
is not paid, his/her possessions are sold and the amount owing for tax is deducted. No
opportunity is given to state reasons if one should wish to withhold a portion of one s tax.
Finally, one"s estate is sequestrated and one can be imprisoned.

PIETERMARITZBURG AGENCY FOR CHRISTIAN SOCIAL AWARENESS
PACSA P.O. BOX 2338, 3200 / 170 BERG STREET, PIETERMARITZBURG



ne8dS aS™ health7care (especial-

ly primary health-care in rural”reas)Y child &
sidies, unemployment assistance and so"on care ” education, housing, pensions, food sub-
As Mercabank —a merchant bank in f-ho q i

"Eue”  havz incAeca-

ingly diveAted 6oaA.ce* fam productive ZoTA/NT Ir-i5sel! says:
ment am human capital -iuck ar» education towanda cJieation and inve”t-
fu<yttue- “PndituAe on defence. and

potice. action*." (weekly mail, May 22-28 1987) WA

Tax Resistance in Other Countries

2 tz r Ae < ~ _***’f**
ItaJhfn™"H P ac’'bon cmpaigm zxii>t In

France, the HetheAlancU,, Germany Japan
US.A. and Canada combine bothd~e”~actI"L T . Campaign* in UK and
ual* (vie active. In AiutAatia and Belgium." EPA\_/JNG’\Z PEACEO! ? cha*9e~ Indi™ ~
European Affairs). Direct Action ,«naTV * IP/WiA/G FOR PE~CE, Quakers Council for
mainder. uirect_Action usually focusses on separation of war tax from the re-

Wiat Does the Bible say about taxes?

Tthe sons*Mare”exempt™ PITis”N““Matter of" makeS ““ Cle™r that he 1is not bound to do so -
JeS<s ~ ** U

better to pay than ™o give

1® ~ T A~ :Caesear,hatgh"~rto< Ca«arnf aS « gT~" ~ Md he,reRHeS, )
to be weighed ud in each belongs to God. ™ Again, it

is a matter of conscience,

and I<ve of neighbour, desus points beyond" tbe
Wti~g our"nation?” Se"oppos”s”® awent=of T/ J*" T at trial is that he Is "sub-
tax collectors - Matthew and Zacchaeus faxes to Caesar. We know that he converted
Zealots die, i.e. crucifisSn” N n N e

X f a ““dU” are r - Pay aath< - = dues. But

Sr f1 ~ ; ksPaf\ree:ft i
,2.2 Christils are called o n ~ t~ 8 th\ fulfll",ent Of the law® (Rom.13:

10). in Rom.
decide which “daw; are"compatible®ith*love? N~ ChfTmed tO0 worldly evil and to

Cosatu % Call

» NS r& GSSLSS] esfdwl3‘T"f U8

basic monthly living co®itme” s ,KterS ““<“tKelr fa"ilUeS ea™ -=“1» «et their
What can we do?
. . . . . - N\ N\ -
infrastructure8vith"its"inbuilt ZZSJ w7 £=S“Baidi» aPa« * N

less tax and give the money saved to those who are deprived of basic necessities.

2. Pay
Some ideas for paying less tax.
Iro, — - C
Provide home entertainment/share video viewing - Share transnorf- Avoid toll roads -
iSas!! Pr<tduCe

for dressmaking or seedlings for jam or whatever!.* Think up your own
See also previous factsheets, e.g. No. 11 Simple Lifestyle ).
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