
BANDA: VILLAIN OR VICTIM?
A doctor of medicine, shortish and in h is fifties, H astin gs Banda is A frica’s  prize 
political prisoner. He w as put behind bars during the Nyasaland d,st“rb®nces ®â  
th is year. But his follow ers believe that h is role has just begun, that the day wi y 
come when he will hailed as the man who led h is people to the.r goal of freedom.

"fYUR SAVIOUR is coming!” Anxious 
heads nodded earnestly around 

fires near township houses or huts in 
the forests through the length of 
Nyasaland. “Our Saviour will break 
Federation like a reed.”

Around huge Lake Nyasa, tribesmen 
asked: Does this mean that the laws 
regarding the dipping of cattle and 
contour ploughing are to be done away 
with? Will a man be able to plough as 
he wishes when the Saviour comes?

This was Nyasaland early in 1958. 
Word had gone out to all corners of the 
territory from a township house near 
Blantyre, which was the headquarters 
of the Nyasaland African Congress, 
that a man was coming who would lead 
Nyasaland to independence, and that 
his name was Doctor Hastings Banda.

On July 6, 1958, a huge crowd 
gathered at Chileke Airport to greet 
him. Placards among the crowd called 
Dr. Banda the “next President-General 
of Congress,” and the leader who would 
win self-government for the territory. 
The big " plane circled overhead, and 
anxious heads in the crowd looked up.

A shortish man in a London suit and
London hat climbed down the gang-
ay from the plane. This was Dr. 

Hastings Banda, the “Messiah.”
Within months he was to give life 

and leadership to the Nyasaland Afri
can Congress. He was to get a follow
ing such as had never been seen before 
in the territory. Within eight months 
he was to go to jail, where he is'now, 
the prize political prisoner in Africa.

Worked in Ghana
As a result of the disturbances in 

Nyasaland, after Dr. Banda’s arrival, 
the British Government sent out an 
English judge as head of a commission 
to investigate the causes of these dis
turbances, and the men who were 
involved. How did white eyes see Dr. 
Banda? How did African eyes regard 
their “Saviour”? What sort of man is 
Dr. Banda? The report of the Devlin 
Commission gives an interesting pic
ture.

Dr. Banda was a man of about 50 
when he returned to his homeland. He 
was only a child when he left it. In 
between he had studied in America and 
Britain. For years he had been a doctor 
in England. More recently, he had 
worked for a few years as a doctor in 
Ghana, where he maintained particular
ly close contact with Dr. Nkrumah and 
other leading politicians.

Ultimately he was persuaded to 
“come home” to lead his people, 
because, wrote Congressman Chipem- 
bere, Congress needed a leader with 
an outstanding personality. It needed 
a kind of “saviour,” a man of 50 or 
60, an intellectual with a character 
combining nationalism with honesty,

self-denial and a spirit of co-operative
ness.

“Human nature is such,” wrote 
Chipembere to Dr. Banda, “that it 
needs a hero to be hero-worshipped if 
a political struggle is to succeed.”

Letters like this prevailed on Dr. 
Banda to return, and before he arrived, 
publicity had painted his picture as a 
political messiah.

Huge crowds flocked to hear him 
talk against Federation, and they went 
away believing that independence was 
close. Dr. Banda surprised even him
self with his talents for oratory.

“I didn’t know that I had it in me,” 
he wrote to a friend. And later, he 
wrote again: “You have heard of the 
so-called riots. Well, things are hot 
here. I have the whole of Blantyre and 
Zomba on fire. Very soon, I hope to 
have the whole of Nyasaland on fire.”

Attitude to violence.
The people of Nyasaland were begin

ning to treat Dr. Banda as if he were 
a God, and he was beginning to enjoy 
it. Master of Congress, he had taken 
to himself the sole right to choose who 
should be the other officials, and he had 
turned away older men and replaced 
them with young men. And, for the 
most part, he left them to run the 
details of Congress work.

No doubt indeed, Dr. Banda was 
oddly apart from the mass movement 
he led, probably because of his years 
in England, and his inability to speak 
the language of the people.

How extreme was Banda? Summing 
up, the Devlin Commission reports: 
“We think that Dr. Banda would never 
have approved a policy of murder and 
that he would have intervened decisive
ly if he had thought that it was so 
much as being discussed. We think he 
was quite honest in saying that he did 
not approve of violence in principle.

“But we think also that he had come 
to regard some sort of violence as in
evitable . .

“He would accept arrest and he 
exhorted others to follow him; but he 
did not, as he once frankly said, ex
clude violence and he never condemned 
it categorically.”

Now Dr. Banda, the “amiable, 
charming doctor” who had worked so 
long in London, is in prison.

On whom is it fair to place the blame 
for Nyasaland’s troubles? On Hastings 
Banda, the doctor politician, who was 
in his home country for only eight 
months before he was arrested? Or on 
the politicians who have been in power 
for years, and who insisted on forcibly 
federating reluctant countries, giving 
no clear explanation to the common 
people of their reasons, and conse
quently leaving these people prone to 
accept “political messiahs” ? •



TW O P R E T T Y  GIRLS GO WINDOW SHOPPING
W rapped  in their winter warmest, G race  Lourens and Daliela Jattiem  
were thinking only of spring and the flimsy clothes that go  with it.

The girls get ready for

S P R I N G
A  SURE sign of spring is the way we women suddenly take 

to stopping in front of dress shop windows as we walk 
down the street. We push our noses against the glass 

and dream about emerging from our cocoons of heavy coats, 
mufflers and jerseys and floating around like butterflies again 
in gay silks and cottons. So, with spring round the corner, 
here’s a few tips from our fashion expert at Susan Sports dress 
shop in Woodstock, Cape Town.

Big broad belts are just the thing — especially with sleeveless 
dresses, and especially around tiny waists.

Shirt-waist dresses — that means the top looks like a man’s 
shirt but isn’t — are also very O.K.

The more stripes the better, especially “candy stripes.”
Colours are lighter and brighter. Right at the top are royal 

blue, avocado green and nasturtium.
Blouses are very plain and simple. Frills are out.
And here are three of Cape Town’s prettiest girls to model 

some of the clothes that are going to be the fashion soon.

AND TH IS  IS T H E  S O R T O F TH ING
G race  bought a shirt-waist in royal blue with candy stripes.
It’s made of silk and cost £3 9s. 6d. She was so pleased with 
if, that she couldn't resist wearing it the very next day.

T H E Y  FO U ND  FO R  T H E M S E L V E S ................
Kay Sydow, ballet dancer and friend of G race  and Daliela's, 
also went out shopping. She chose a sleeveless white cotton 
with a blue leaf pattern and a broad belt. Price £4 19s. 6d.



Om olo Agar, organising secretary of Tom M boya 's  Kenya People's Convention 
Party, was one of the many party leaders arrested in the dawn raids by 
the police this year. Picture, left, shows A g a r  at the court hearing for having 
seditious literature. The exclusive picture, above, shows A g a r  in his prison.

BEHIND TH E WIRE
J^ARLY in the morning of March 6, 

Kenya police arrested Omolo Agar, 
Tom Mboya’s lieutenant and organising 
secretary of the Nairobi People’s Con
vention Party, at an Eldoret hotel. At 
the same time, other policemen woke 
up his father and took a tin trunk con
taining some of Omolo Agar’s papers.

Omolo Agar’s arrest was made during 
a police swoop on P.C.P. leaders, and by 
March 7, 39 had been arrested.

Omolo Agar was the first person 
called to court after these arrests. 
Various books and papers that were 
found in his tin trunk and under the 
mattress in his house were produced. 
Most sensational was a letter written by 
students in India to Russian rulers

Bulganin and Kruschev. Omolo denied 
he had anything to do with it.

Another item was an entry showing 
how to make a “Molotov Cocktail,” a 
home-made bomb, Omolo claimed that 
he made these notes while he was doing 
compulsory military training in India.

In the end, Omolo Agar, Indian-trained 
university graduate, was sentenced to 
14 months in jail, in spite of a vigorous 
appeal by lawyer A. R. Kapila, who 
argued that Agar had not kept the docu
ments in preparation for any seditious 
act.

A few days ago a DRUM cameraman 
went to the jail where Agar is serving 
his 14 months’ sentence and took an 
exclusive picture. •



BUT NOW AND THEN THE BULL
The bull sometimes has its moment of fun. See the one, 
above, sharpening its horns on a fighter's back. Can  give  
you stomach ulcers this type of thing, but the bull is no 
respecter of ulcers, as you can see on the right. Some
times the fighter gets thrown, and then he's in real trouble. 
Below, the angry bull is hovering over him, its eyes red with 
rage and lust. The forcados rush into the ring to try to distract 
the bull away from the fighter. H is only chance of getting away.



T H E R E ’S A  NEW  CRY IN B E C H U A N A L A N D . . .

'Bring 

Seretse 

Back as 

Chief

of Air
At first there were only quiet m urm unngs. 
But the call for Seretse a s Param ount Chief 
has grow n louder. It is heard now all over 
Bechuanaland, from  a people who see him as 
the only man to bring unity and progress.

gERETSE KHAMA, the Bamangwato 
K leader whose name made headlines 
the world over eleven years ago, when 
he married London typist Ruth Williams, 
may soon be back in the big news.

For important events are stirring 
through the dusty cattle-lands of the 
Bechuanaland Protectorate. Its people 
are awakening to the fact that they must 
start making their own bid for a politi
cal future, or risk being swallowed up 
by the Union of South Africa or the 
Rhodesian Federation.

And the biggest news in Bechuana
land to-day is the move to restore 
Seretse not only to the chieftainship of 
the Bamangwato Tribe, but to enthrone 
him as Paramount Chief of the whole 
country.

The outside world has heard nothing 
of this plan, and the Government offi
cials in Mafeking only learnt of it this 
month, when the stirrings of the rest
less, leaderless Bamangwato reached 
them.

The men behind — “Bring Back 
Seretse” movement are mainly the young 
intellectuals. But support is growing 
among all sections of the 110,000-strong 
tribe, who have never stopped calling 
Seretse “Chief,” and who now accept his 
wife and four coloured children as mem
bers of the tribe.

A constitution has been drawn up 
for a political organisation to be known 
as the African Federal Party of Bechu
analand. Stage one will be to federate 
all the tribes in the territory under one 
leader — Seretse.

Seretse could never become Chief 
while his uncle, the ex-Regent Tshekedi 
Khama, was alive. Tshekedi ruled the 
tribe while Seretse was still a child and 
opposed his marriage to Ruth.

When the tribe split and rebelled over 
the marriage, the British Government 
exiled Seretse, ended the chieftainship, 
and sent Tshekedi and his followers to a 
far corner of the protectorate.

For years there was bitterness 
between the two men, but two years 
ago, \vhen Seretse was allowed to return 
home with Ruth to the mud-hut capital 
of Serowe, uncle and nephew settled 
their differences.

Although Tshekedi continued to live 
seventy miles away from Serowe with 
those members of the tribe who had 
followed him into exile, the old wounds 
healed quickly. Up to the time of Tshe- 
kedi’s death two months ago, uncle and 
nephew were as close as father and son.

One of Ruth’s children is named after 
his great-uncle, and it was Ruth who 
became the main comforter of Tshekedi’s 
widow and children.

Moving last meeting
As Tshekedi lay gravely ill in a Lon

don hospital, Seretse flew to him. At 
their moving last meeting the dying 
Tshekedi told his nephew to go back to 
Bechuanaland, and tell the people that 
the old differences must be forgotten 
and the tribe must unite again.

On the day of the funeral, when 
Seretse stood by the open grave of 
Tshekedi and passed this message to the 
multitude of tribesmen, the move to 
restore him as chief and make him para
mount leader of all the country’s Afri
cans was born.

Round the kgotla funeral fires which 
burned for a week in Serowe the tribes
men, who had trekked from every corner 
of the 40,000 square miles of the Baman
gwato Reserve, _______________
talked about the please turn over [

A few  weeks ago Joseph fe lt weak and tired. He had lost 5 
days pay because he was o f f  work, sick. Then a friend told 
him about SUPER P LE N A M IN S.

Now Joseph feels a new man. One SUPER P LE N  A M  IN  pill 
every day fo r  fourteen days made him strong, healthy and 
able to work hard all the time !

WHAT ARE  SUPER PLENAM1NS 
AND HOW CAN THEY MAKE YOU 
HEALTHY AND STRONG ?

SUPER PLENAM1NS are marvellous pills which 
contain VITAMINS and MINERALS to make you 
healthy. Just one pill has the same goodness as 
three quarts of milk, or two loaves of bread, or 
5 eggs! (Ask your doctor. He will tell you this is 
TRUE.) If you work hard, eating food alone does not 
give your body enough strength. It must have plenty 
of VITAMINS and MINERALS too. That is why you 
need SUPER PLENAMINS. Get the special 14-day 
test box of SUPER PLENAMINS. (Only 7/6 at your 
chemist). Take one every day. From  the first day 
you will start feeling better. In 14 days you will 
feel a new p e rso n ! Then take one SUPER 
PLENAMIN pill every day. You will stay strong, 
healthy and able to work hard every day with no 
loss of pay. Get S U P E R  P L E N A M IN S  today.

SUPER P L E M H S
.■'■■■■I ' ■■ i



People who use Pepsodenl Toothpaste always 
have the brightest smiles. T hat’s because 
Pepsodent Toothpaste contains Ilium  . . . 
and it's the Irium in Pepsodent which cleans
your teeth properly and makes them r----
white. And Pepsodent Toothpaste
sweetens your breath, makes your LsS
m outh feel cool and fresh. For
the whitest teeth and the brightest
smile o f all, buy Pepsodent
Toothpaste at your store today.

Y ou ’ll wonder where the %£ 
yellow went . . .
W hen  you brush your ||
teeth with Pepsodent... !  p;

Pepsodenf- fo r tvhifesf teeth

W ith  the fast-moving events in Bechuana
land, Seretse is being able to spend less 
and less time with his family. For the mo
ment, scenes like this are becoming unusual.

Everybody is watching for 
Seretse to make next move
old days' the days when they had a chief of their own.

The key to how far the move to bring back Seretse 
will go is Seretse’s attitude. Everyone is watching and 
waiting for some move from him. He has not yet 
openly supported the new party, but, more important, 
he has not denounced it. Government leaders in Mafe- 
king — primed by the British Government, who want 
no more trouble in Bechuanaland — are ready to 
handle the situation with kid-gloves.

They know too well that one word from Seretse 
would be enough to bring to an end the tribal author
ity which was set up to administer the Bamangwato 
when he was removed from the throne.

The white officials of Bechuanaland who know — 
or who think they know — Seretse, say that he is too 
much of a democrat to want to return to chieftainship 
rule. But they agree that he is the only man the 
people would rally to if the move to federate all the 
tribes caught on.

Call for a better life
Tshekedi was secretary of the Bamangwato Tribal 

Authority when he died. The man who holds this job 
wields the greatest power in the tribe. When the 
Council met a short while ago to elect a new secre
tary there was only one name on everyone’s lips — 
Seretse. He is thus head of the tribe in everything 
but name.

But whether or not he answers the call to para
mount chieftainship of the 300,000 Africans in 
Bechuanaland, he is already looking beyond the 
borders of his tribe’s reserve. He feels that Bechuana
land has for too long been the Cinderella of Southern 
Africa, with its people having to look outside to the 
Union and Rhodesia for real progress and prosperity.

The British Government is aware of the restless
ness of the people in the country for a better life. 
The first step towards satisfying them has already 
been taken — the setting up of a committee to inves
tigate ways of introducing a legislative council such 
as in Basutoland.

Seretse is on the committee, and is so busy these 
days travelling the rutted dirt roads of the country, 
attending meetings, seeing tribal heads and visiting 
neighbouring chiefs, that Ruth has brought her 
widowed mother from London to help her pass the 
long days when she is alone in Serowe.

And as the pattern takes shape, one thing emerges 
— that the man in whose veins runs the blood of the 
great Khama Kings of old will yet be leader of the 
Bechuana people. •
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All the family loves..
mildly medicated Cuticura Talcum Powder— 
so coaling and refreshing. It absorbs 
perspiration, soothes chafed skin and brings 
quick relief from ‘Prickly Heat’. Y ou’ll feel 
wonderfully fresh after dusting all over with this 
delightfully perfumed, silk-soft talcum powder. 
Children love its wonderful fragrance, and it is 
perfect for baby—comforts and protects tender 
skin from chafing and irritation, keeping it 

radiantly healthy.

The fa m ily  favourite

(ftticiira
TALCU M  P O W D E R

ANOTHER FABULOUS OFFER

C A N D Y  STR IPED

• Full Sk irt • Cap 
Sleeves • 2 Big Pockets
• Belt and Buckle • 

Fast Colour • Separate
Pique Collar included. 

C o lo u r s :  N a v y  and 
W h i t e .  R e d  a n d  

W h ite , Pale Blue and 
W hite  (Please state 
2nd colour choice)

Sizes: H ips, 36 ', 
38", 40*. 42" (44" and 46' 

2/6 e xtra .) Post and Packing 2/-. 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE IF NOT IMMEDIATELY SATISFIED 
Please send Postal O rd er fo r Full Amount w ith 
order to : F A C T U R A  C O M P A N Y  

P.O. Box 4983. Johannesburg



When You get 
information 
straight from 
the horse’s 
mouth 
You make 
Racing 
not only a 
pleasure 
but also 
profitable 
T H A T ’S WHY
IT W ILL PAY
YOU
H A N D S O M ELY
T O  FO LLO W  
H YPERION &
OBSERVER in

Golden City

POST
South Africa's 

Liveliest Sunday 
Newspaper

— ............—..............«»’~ ......... . ....................................... —...................... ........................................................I ■

A D D R E S S _________ ________________________________________ :
■

A ge ________  L ast Exam. Passed • [

Present Occupation ...........  .................................  ■
Please fill in particulars clerrly to avoid wrong 

inform ation being sent.

This Booklet Will Open Up 
A Neiv World To You . . .

You, too, can m ake a G R E A T  S U C C E S S  of your life! 
But for that it is  abso lu te ly  e ssen tia l that you  
U T IL IS E  Y O U R  S P A R E  T IM E  to im prove your 

qualifications.

The EFFICIENCY CORRESPONDENCE COLLEGE
h as a s s is te d  th ou san d s of others to obta in  better 

p osit io n s  and can help you, too.

The following Courses are offered:
COMMERCIAL

Bookkeeping.
Business Manager.
Commerce.
Commercial Art.
Commercial

Correspondence.
Company Law.
E ffiency Course 

for Clerks.
Handels Afrikaans.
M ercantile Law.
N ational Bilingual 

Certificate.
Practical

Advertising
Sales Manager.
Salesmanship.
Secretarial Practice.
Shorthand.
Typewriting.
Window Dressing. 

EDUCATIONAL
Std. VI
Std. VII.
N ational Junior 

Certificate.
N ational Senior 

Certificate.
And numerous 

other Courses.

UNIVERSITY
DEGREES

B.A.
B.Com., B.Econ.
LL.B.

PROFESSIONAL
A ttorney’s Adm is

sion Examination.
Chartered Institute  

of Secretaries.
Union Civil Service 

Lower Law.

INDUSTRIAL AND  
TECHNICAL

Agriculture.
D iesel Engineering.
TSlectrical

Engineering.
Motor Engineering  

for Beginners and 
Car Owners.

Motor Car 
Construction.

Plan Drawing.
Q uantity Surveying  

(Builders).
Radio Engineering.
Welding.

FOR LADIES

Needlework.
Dressmaking.
A natom y and 

Physiology.
Canning and 

Preserving.
Cake D ecorating.

GENERAL

A frikaans for 
E nglish-speaking  
Students.

Cartooning.
German.
Latin.
Leather Work.
Physiology and 

Hygiene.
Psychology.
Short Story W riting
South African  

N ative Law.
Sotho (Southern).
Zulu.
Xhosa.
Junior Certificate.
Matriculation.

S T U D E R E  E S T  V IN C E R E  . . . S T U D Y  A N D  W IN  I 

C om p lete  and p ost coupon today fo r free booklet.

The Registrar,
EFFICIENCY CORRESPONDENCE COLLEGE,

D ept. Dr. 9 /59, P.O. Box 8899, Johannesburg.

Please send m e full pariculars of the follow ing courses: ■

When Even the Dutch

‘ NO COLOUR
Seldom  in the history of D R U M  
has an article aroused such 
widespread interest as “W here 
Do the Coloureds Come F rom ?’'
On the one hand an angry torrent 
of criticism, on the other a 
roar of praise. M is s  M . Jeffreys, 
who has had to contend with 
much personal abuse since her 
first article appeared, deals 
here with the beginn ings of 
colour prejudice at the Cape.

IN  my previous article I described the main causes 
of miscegenation — or the mixture of races — 

in South Africa. The chief of these was the grave 
shortage of white women — or indeed any women — 
in the early days of the Cape settlement.

In addition, the fact is that the mixture of Oriental 
and European seems to have been both acceptable 
and satisfactory not only to the Hollanders, but also 
to the Germans, English and Scandinavians who 
flocked to join the Dutch East India Company at the 
Cape, during the years when the whole of Europe was 
in the economic doldrums.

In the matter of miscegenation, South Africa was 
not unique. It simply followed the pattern set in the 
Company’s possessions in the Far East. It is signi- 
cant that Simon van der Stel’s wife — daughter of a 
most cultured and distinguished Dutch family — did 

l not hesitate to marry Van der Stel, who was a grand
son of a Javanese woman, Monica of the Coast.

Nor were there lacking others who inter-married 
with the offspring of mixed unions.

The first prejudices to appear were not colour pre
judices at all: they were class prejudices. As the 
colony developed and the choice of white women to 
marry became larger, it gradually became “the thing” 
to marry European or near-European.

Looked on with contempt
If we look at the records, we find time and again 

cases of men who first married a freed slave and 
later married other women. As many women died in 
childbirth, these men would often have a chance of 
a second or a third marriage. As they would by then 
have more money, or a better social standing, one 
finds that they invariably then married a European 
or near-European woman.

Women born in the East, whether or not they were 
of Oriental blood, were looked down upon by those 
born in Europe.

Women born in the Cape were also looked on with 
contempt.

That this attitude was a sign of a class prejudice 
rather than a colour prejudice, is shown by the fact 
that up to the end of the eighteenth century men were 
still cohabiting with slave women frequently. Once 
they had started a family, they would free the women 
and children, and often marry the mothers.

De Mist, in his report on the Cape in 1803, gives 
a very clear description of the marriage problems of 
young people. Some lived hundreds of miles from the 
Cape, where the Marriage Board sat, and found dif
ficulty in travelling the distance to appear before it 
to get married. It often happened that several children 
accompanied their parents to their wedding — by

Where Do The Coloureds



Come From ? Part II

reformed Church Said

BAR FOR US’

GROOTE KERK— FREE TO ALL TILL 1857
This C ap e  Church, where the funeral service for 
Premier J. G . Strijdom was held, was originally 
open to all races. N o t until the year 1857 was it 
decided to make it for "Europeans only."

appearing at the ceremony they could be made 
legitimate.

Records of this type of marriage appear in the 
registers of the Groote Kerk, and also in those of 
Drakenstein, Paarl and Stellenbosch. Memorials 
handed to the Political Council contain details of 
applications to free women and children. Johann 
Andreas Bamm, for instance, who arrived in the Cape 
in 1725 as a soldier and afterwards became a burgher 
baker, freed Rachel, a slave, and the four children 
he had had by her, in 1752. The children had already 
been baptised.

One of the few really clear early examples of colour 
prejudice, as opposed to class prejudice, is in the case 
of Jan Smook. /

One of the most important burgher institutions was 
the Burgher Militia. The sons of freed slaves and 
Europeans born out of wedlock were not allowed to 
join the four companies of this defence unit, according 
to regulations set down by the Burgher Military 
Council. Instead, the Council suggested the formation 
of a “Free Corps,” to be officered from the ordinary 
Burgher Militia.

The trouble arose when, in 1790, Johannes Smook, 
who had a post in the Burgher Militia, sent a memor
andum to the Government complaining about the dif
ferent treatment that had been given to his sons and 
to the son of the Van Oudtshoorn family-

His sons had been born of a slave woman — and 
they had been refused as entrants to the Burgher 
Corps, and enrolled in the Free Corps.

Smook pointed out in his letter that he had arranged 
for the freeing of the mother, and had married her, so 
that his sons were not illegitimate, whereas Willem 
van Oudtshoorn, he complained, was the illegitimate
son of a European man and a ---------------------- -
slave woman who was not freed. JLLi.^l-ibi..RN OVER,

SOME FOUNDERS OF MIXED FAM ILIES

AND HERE IS A FAMILY WITH AN AFRIKANER STRAIN
Lambertus Marthinus Neethling, once a magistrate in the Tulbagh 
district of the Cape, left, married a white woman. Their son, 
Hugh Lorenzo Neethling, centre, married a Coloured woman and 
fathered a family which now lives in W alm er Estate, C ap e  Town. 
O n  the right is one of their grandchildren, Merlin Neethling.

VAN DER KEMP, 1748-1811
A  famous miscegenator, and 
perhaps the man who was most 
hated by Afrikaners. H e  came 
to South A frica as a medical 
missionary and took a non
white wife. H e  staged a vigor
ous campaign to improve cruel 
conditions of farm workers.

JOHN DUNN, 1833 - 1895
W a s  English. Greatest miscege
nator of all. H ad  48 Zulu wives 
and over 100 children. W a s  an 
adviser of Chief Cetawayo, and 
was allowed to set up his own 
tribe. He also had a Coloured  
wife, and five of their daugh
ters got married to Europeans.

A SCOTTISH  
STRAIN

J. I. B. McLeod, 
extreme left, came 

from Scotland and 

married Coloured  
woman from Paarl. 
H ad  9 sons, 4 
daughters. Son, 
F. W . McLeod, 
left, is manager 

of Palace Theatre 

in C ap e  Town.



HOW THE COLOUR 
LIKE IS CROSSED 
AHD R E-C R O S S ED  

IH OHE F A M I L Y .. .
This picture of the Peffer family, descen
dants of slaves who settled at Kat River 
in the Eastern C ap e  about 1838, was 
taken in Johannesburg in 1916. The family 
has French, Germ an, Holland and Hotten
tot strains. Its name is derived from  
Pheiffer. O n  the left, in front, are S e r f  
and Eva Peffer, whose son, John, just 
behind them, lived as a white in Northern 
Transvaal with his wife, M agg ie . She is the 
young girl with long hair next to pole on 
the right of the picture. A  son of theirs, 
the centre child in front, subsequently 
bought land as a European and was 
accepted as white in his neighbourhood.

Economic and class fears bring an increase in race prejudice
In spite of this, Van Oudtshoorn gained a 

place in the Burgher Infantry denied to the 
Smook sons.

The probable explanation was that the Van 
Oudtshoorns were a very powerful and 
influential family.

The Burgher Military Council, who were 
placed in a predicament by this complaint 
of Smook’s, cunningly replied that they had 
been misinformed about Van Oudtshoorn’s 
legitimacy, but that their intention was to 
class both those born out of wedlock and 
those whose father or mother had been born 
in a state of slavery in the Free Corps.

In this way, both these classes of citizens 
would be completely dissociated from the 
burghers. In any other circumstances the for
mation of the Free Corps would have been 
unnecessary.

In spite of this, however, Van Oudtshoorn 
was allowed to stay in the privileged Burgher 
Corps. Class, therefore, powerfully affected 
colour prejudice.

Even to-day the definition of a “Coloured 
person” has become more and more elastic, 
so that where it can be proved that Coloured 
persons have always associated with Euro
peans or have been accepted as Europeans, 
they can be classified as “European.” And 
naturally, where the European associates 
have some status in the community, it 
becomes easier for the individual to “make 
the grade.”

Quite apart from the personal story of 
Smook and Van Oudtshoorn, the growing 
antagonism to colour is indicated in the for
mation of this “Free Corps.” And this grow
ing feeling can only have arisen because of 
the increasing number of persons who were 
crossing the colour line.

It is difficult to trace what happened to a 
person like the illegitimate Willem van 
Oudtshoorn. He was probably absorbed into 
the family as a son of the house, and if he 
was light in complexion no one would have 
dared to point a finger.

Johannes Smook (or Schmuck) came from • 
Lettenreuth, Germany, and married Johanna 
Magdalena van de Kaap, who was a freed 
slave. His children almost all married Euro
peans. In the third generation daughters of 
the family married into branches of the 
families of Heyns and Barends, while other 
daughters, whose marriages have not been 
traced, were also probably absorbed into the 
European section of the community.

‘ Try for white’
In looking for instances of miscegenation, 

it is necessary to by-pass the men in most 
cases and to concentrate on the women. Chil
dren of these early mixed unions — not all 
of whom were treated as well by their fathers 
as those mentioned above — would always 
try to better themselves. The way to do this 
was, of course, to marry a European — which 
for the women was often easy. Thus the urge 
to “try for white” has a long history here.

To assert — as does Professor Dr. A. B. 
du Preez in his recently published defence of 
the Government’s apartheid policy, “Inside 
the South African Crucible” — that the 
Coloured people have very little white blood 
in them, and do not resemble the white man 
or the Bantu, is quite incorrect.

There is no question that 90 per cent of 
the Coloured people bear very obvious traces 
of white infusions. Many can scarcely be 
distinguished from Europeans, hence all the

problems of the officials dealing with popula
tion registration.

And what of all the marriages that took 
place between white men and freed slaves? 
If the Coloured group has very little white 
blood, the children of such marriages must 
have been absorbed into the white population 
(many of them actually were).

What part did the Dutch Reformed Church 
play in building up a colour prejudice?

In the eighteenth century there was no 
colour bar in the church. All were served at 
the same time and in the same sei'vices —■ 
regardless of class or colour.

At a Synod held in July 1829 the secre
tary asked for a ruling on the following: In 
serving communion to persons of colour . • . 
should they not be served at the same time 
with born Christians and not separately, after 
the latter have been served?

The reply given by the Synod w as: Accord
ing to the teaching of the Bible and the spirit 
of Christendom it is obligatory to receive in 
communion such persons at the same time as 
born Christians . . . The synod regards it as 
an unalterable rule founded on the infallible 
word of God that all Christian communities 
and each Christian in particular is obliged 
to think and act in accordance therewith.

The Synod also expressed surprise that the 
question should even have been raised.

The freeing of the slaves in 1834 caused a 
wave of antagonism. By 1857 the pressure 
exerted on the Synod by colour-conscious 
members of the Church in country districts 
became too strong for the more liberal- 
minded members in the towns.

In reply to a request for a new ruling, the 
Synod now “considered it desir-able and 
according to the Scriptures that our' members



John van der Haer Maria M agdalena Pef-
was youngest of three fer, sister of John
sons of a Zulu woman, Peffer —  picture on
Sarah, and a lawyer opposite page
from Holland who was married John van der
married to a white Haer. They had four
woman and practised sons and a daughter.
In Bloemfontein. O ne An  uncle of Maria
of the sons, Daniel, M agdelena's married
married a Coloured a Coloured woman
woman, but many of and raised a large
t h e i r  descendants family, all of whom
have "gone  white." lived among whites.

from among the heathen should be received =  
into our existing congregations wherever it 
can be achieved: but where this rule, as a =  
result of the weakness of some members, is 
likely to impede the work of Christ among m  
the .heathen, the congregation established 
among the heathen . . . should enjoy their 
Christian rites in a separate building or g  
institution.” This was passed by a large 
majority. , . =

In this year (1857) the Groote Kerk in 
Cape Town became an “all white” congre- =  
gation for the first time. Having thrown in 
its hand after a hard tussle, the D.R.C. has 
ever since practised apartheid. =

It is possible that the majority of its mem
bers are to-day quite unaware of the princi- =  
pies of Christian behaviour so firmly and g  
courageously laid down in 1829 by the Mother ^
Church. H

In other spheres, the freeing of the slaves 
gave a strong impetus to the incipient colour 
prejudice, largely because of the economic 
and class fears it created. . , ^ H

Since the late 18th century — with the gg 
powerful influence of the church helping — =  
anti-colour feelings have grown, until to-day g= 
it is difficult to persuade even decent and g  
level-headed persons that to be imbued with 
a Christian spirit of goodwill and justice g  
towards people of all races does not make one =  
“an extremist.” §y

Many sincere Christians would do well to 
ask themselves if perhaps tfiey are not mis- p  
taken in supporting apartheid as compatible 
with their religion, and whether — like the 
reluctant Synod — theirs is not a policy |g  
which is expedient rather than ethical. To 
save one’s material position and lose one’s =  
soul is surely the greatest defeat of all.

N E X T  M O N T H : A no ther in sta lm ent j j  
in th is  factua l se r ie s  by M is s  
Jeffreys, h isto rian  and arch iv ist.

____________ ----  ------------------------- ------------------1------*

GRANDMOTHER

THE FATHER AND THE MOTHER
Gerald Francois van der Haer, one of the 
sons of John and Maria Magdelena, mar
ried Rachel Catherine Jacobs, daughter 
of Charles Jacobs, see right. The couple 
live in Johannesburg, and have three 
children, two of them in pictures below.

THE MOTHER'S FATHER
Charles Jacobs, the father 

of Rachel Catherine, served 

with the Boer forces under 

General De W e t  during the 

South African W ar. H e  was 

captured by the British and sent 
to Ceylon with other prisoners- 
of-war. He lived as a Coloured  

when he returned to South 

Africa, but received an O ud- 
stryder's pension from the 
Government when he retired.

THE NEW GENERATION— WHAT WILL THEIR FUTURE BE HERE?
Sheila Ray van der Haer and her brother, Kenneth Gerald, a r e  t h e  children 
of Gerald Francois van der Haer and Rachel Catherine. Mr. Van der 
Haer is a school principal in Joburg. Both the children attend a Coloured  
school, but have at times gone to white cinemas. Their father says that 
his wish is that the people of this country will soon learn to under
stand that colour is no criterion of a man's worth to our society.
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