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Y.e toe.ea sebaJran:v~ne. fela sa go a:o 1 tei se 

Milt. A . TSENGIWE fa re sale rot1he ftmo lapeng. I'e bo,.le Jro rowotro J· a. 

DR . .J. E MACKENZIE 

9ctouer 4 la fitlhela. Mrs Plo.a:bje a letee fP.tehe le bal"a 
go setae bale bane--Richard le 11111oetee F.e.a.lra, Ponnie Jlbelle 
le Karia Uotshumi. • a fi tlha. }~ E! beleaa. be.11a morrolole J·o 
Pinele . Bane b a tsile go sege Jrh a.i tse. nyalo DresSJI'laJ .. er e. 
loala eare ba ea. m(') letile ga loala bone, erile lra '"Osho 
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bo. bo ba letse fela botlhe re ee-cee fela le Fvoetse . Pa 
S.C .. ~TA"Y ba l5 ba sa tsilrin~ge f aeee !'"Ina lre 't'la r~t.ololan~, J'I'IO CTare ga. 
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MR. G . M MOTSIELOA 
sllule tllata thate mo tikoJogon[_!, ri cop,:ile~tllle . l'me P'are 
rotlhe gonne Ti cherel-:aru. ll.otabang , ngoana 1-'orut.i oa. Boshotho 
eo o nnan~ le rona e. 4t~~Pt-;.. rote. mo ae:k"olenrr sa rona bo 
mhol~etse mo ttl.hogong, ebile bo ra ~aiTlty bf' coA. a:ro 1!'0 isa 
Hosp1 ta.leng ea d1 tseno l"o Bloernfol"'tein.Gore I'lP.Job?. fp. a tPa 
maea ra bo re ut,loele. gore morrolooe l'isf' t ' oteba:ng le 91'1e o 
ehule, eo ne. a nyecoe ke Hennen l.'ofoJreTir Jro Poril a, rnoPimane 
oa Ba.ahot.ho b? ba nyetsenv RaJ' v~.9J.. eo mogolo . 
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LONOON ADD"a•a: Mo ~a rone. go ehule Eliaa Plo.ntjl') oa Moefe.'r'veli, mp.oana 
mogolooa rona ; ga shoa Tichere / ulrae MaMoY.Ot le beno. ba 
basim~ne bage. mogolooe boo bel!tda-bebedi , bap:a rasholro eo l"lOI'O 
lo eo mo Llarakeng . Uaaoo , l.' a- Ma.shoJro le l"li'Oetei oa srap-oe 
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eo shoo co eng Jre b asimene b ft boile koo. t.er~ tene- fela j R)'a 
mybrothGr RamoJ~oto . C' t1hotse a teile ~o ,..e bona mme ,.a eee 

a ba a iteka:neJe • .i.o Th';:>bancho ja,·e. ko J'afi~ ~Tir 110 ntse J.!O rile tu. 
l'odumonyona oa ntlha o coan~ ThBLancho OP tla ole ma~oe thata . l'r 
~oJ.i tlarte !;ynkong, eo shoecoeng r: e ngoana rnono (Jfre Rev Diphulro ) 
ko Th ab Mcho o shoecoe J·e molru.rnagodi o~ S"l?tvoe le r.oroad1 e Ntheke:nrz: 
eo ene ele e.ne congo a l"tlo . 1'er.g !!ape vo shule l'r Abi el D1 thel"o eo 
ki l e a ea go ga.tiea ko l.!afi :Yeng a Shoa le T"'e.gagsh.o l'asie1 ba 'r'e bA. 
rekisa mo mawenkeleng mmogo . Re utloetsa bone fela Jro r.!a 1 otlatla 
ko Rolong ge. re itee gore go tla tla go toen~ . 

Fano loa.peng Richard Uoyanaga ke ene o na a na:noga pele a ba a 
nnn a. nthuaR go oz.e bE>l>e.ngo e mo ~ tlu:nr, fn leroborobo le ne le feel& 
teng . Gompieno .:a ba sena go cocra botlhe JrA e:neo o ,.,tae a itolra r.'~.­
fatT.hn • ..., apA f_"(') srul? 1""' n1CP"'('l:'l,(,j). l'no 1 lr-, eO 0 l'IE! 8. nyaloa. }TA l'r 
Robert Setlogelo oaga llar.shipine.re maloba-- a f'~t~loa p-ole 'tehi pi ear 
ka J:o.nto.g'"l. f"3. bo r':O fete. ene . Tiro tea f'odimo die. g"l~rg~"'atRa f's. ~o 
faloooG fano, ane eee 1et'aratJ11at11HI. ja dlncllo ol"e ele diTieelelo 
1Iatlo otll1e a setrata aena a fitlha e E' 'hapi1entz le ea roTIP. p:A. ea 
koloane le moroetsa.na, koloa.ne ebile ele p-on'=} o rut. a coa. Jro J'la.m mong 
Jra gompieno ~'"3 ba. bona ba. tea.maea., 1re akn.nya nalro ea. fa ke ntae Jre 
ba me. o.-m&.a. ens ekete ke ns Jre lora . loQla. 

Ko go bo Rangoane ko Bet.hane lefn ba Qe~6 p.;a ba. shoe ja,; a. mono 
Ko Selro leng a a bo Sainty le t eng go bobotse malqro lo a. si1upa.ng go 
shule botlhano fela, o:::t. bo ~ ale tichere. Sa.i:nty le en!.' joa e9 J~a. 
joa mo tse:1a go :; o~ ot se ~o ntaalae feln, le bona ~atoP i.>a co p-ile 
Re eantol3 re gamaregila fela Jre sechoga. sa dinchoncbo ts<: di dira 
get seng mo t1ko1ogong aa· mono toropong r e lril. 1 tumelela. sz:o utloa 
le rnatahelo e. rona. Ga. f'lre lo be. ,o tlhaloFt:!!.nya ~a re lo "holel ela. 

gore Kimberley o na a 1dibetse gotll1elele1J go t"sb"la ~ela mr..ila o 
o oang mabitlen~ . Rs utluieenf.!: e. lone. Jron$1' 
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S.T. Plaatje - Correspondence 

Da 51 1918 Nov.6 

Summary 

The letter is addressed to someone Plaatje calls Morolong. 

· In it Plaatje tells about the health of his family . He had just arrived 
on the 4 October from Lesotho and he found hie wife ill and all the chi l dren 
except for Richard, Ngoetse , Poppi e Mbelle and Maria Motshumi . He bade 
goodbye to relatives from Pniel . They had come to cut a wedding dress , and 
they had also ali got ill except for Ngoetse ; they were ill for a whole 
month , and Plaatje had to shift them now and again from one sleeping 
position to another. 

It does seem like people in the local area were either dying or getting sick. 
One teacher Kazu Motebang had to be taken to a mental hospital in Bloem­
fontein by Ma Sainty. Soon after that, Herman Mofokeng' a , a relative through 
their marriage of Plaatje'e aunt, wife passed away. Herman's wife was Miss 
Motebong'a sister. There also passed away the Evangelist Elias Plaatje son 
of Plaatje's brother. One teacher Lucas Mashoko, his two nephews and one of 
Ma.rakeng passed away. The daughter- in- law to the Mashoko family and Mrs 
Mashoko were like Plaatje's brother Ramokoto not fully recovered from the 
sudaen deaths. 

Thaba Nchu like Mafikeng had not had such deaths. The first news from Thaba 
Nchu was the death of Mokitlane N,yokong's wife and their daughter Nthekeng. 
Mrs Rev.Diphuko daughter of Nyokong had also recently passed away. There 
also passed away Mr Abiel Ditheko , once a printer at Mafikeng, and another 
man who once work at the shops there , a relative of Masisi. We heard about 
this from Motlatta at the Rolong district ; we do not know who is next . 

At home Richard Mojanaga who had not been feeling well and had been helping 
Plaatje to comfort other when peopl e were dying in great numbers , has some 
lung sickness . One daughter of Mbelle, Robert Detlogelo the Motshipinare ' s 
wife has passed away, says Plaatje two or three days after her marriage, -·~ 
then followed Robert on Monday, the wife having died on Sunday. The deeds 
of God are shocking and surprising for I am still al ive. People died in 
great numbers, in each house in our street people died like flies; it 
seemed like a dream then. 

At Bethany people were sick but they did not die. At the Lovedale School 
where Ma-Sainty is, seven hundred got ill, but only five passed away, the 
sixth was a teacher , Ma-Sainty was not taken ill , which was surprising 
indeed, for his bosom friend was ill. 

The tragedy of these passed days left Kimberley destitute the only movement 
of people was to the grave yards . We would be pleased to hear how you fare . 

Greetings 

Sol T. Plaatje 
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