
'

( 0  />

. f a . Q L J d *

--  ROSENBBRf, L P T T ^ S , published by Dennis Dobson, London,
obtainable P i c k w i c k Bookshop, 45 Ksrk Street, Johannesburg.

Bthel and Julius Rosenberg were ordinary people. History,in
American

the shape of the current/hjrsterica* fear of the workingclasses, 

has ensured for theae two people a permanent place in mankind's 

memory, for it aas for the betterment of mankind that this 

loving husband ond wife made the supreme sacrifice.

The Rosenberg* were arreted and accused of espionage in 1950. 

They protested their innocence throughout the case, but were 

finally executed in 1953. The volume rf under review consists 

of a wide selection of the letters that the oouple wrote to nanh 

other durinr the thre* years of their imprisonment. In addition 

there ire a few letters written to their friend tnd lawyer, 

Emanuel Ploch. The letters have been published to establish,^ 

a fund for the two Rosenberg children.

" /
The letters are beautiful for three main reasons. They

record -'n unsurpassable faith in human worthi they enshrine in

ell its be iuty the love of a man for a woman and the love of a

woman for a mnni they are written in language which by reason

of its simplicity is exalted.

The Rosenbergs had a political creed which was that their own 

lives had value and purpose so Ion? as their lives were devoted 

to the cause of human progress. They lived and worked conscious 

ly for the day, when there shall be for all mankind, ’Peace, 

bread and roses'. As Julius remarks, 'The real beauty of 

the good life is partioipatinr in tha forwarr\movement of
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humanity'. How simple a creed, how profound. How glaringly 

it expose, the anti-humanitarianlem of all governments and all 

individuals who place sectional interests above the interests

of «±i mankind. What a righteous and »nnoblIng faith such 

a creed places in the sen and women of the world. How 

gloriously, at th" same time, it proclaims the integrity,

the intelligence and self-respect of the holders. There is 

T0 ro™  for hate ar^ strife and humiliation, only the buildmr 

of • a monument to love nnd joy, to human worth’.
•

The Kosenheres had so deep a love of life, their owe and the 

lives of earth's millions, that they had to accept death 

rather than betray that love.
, • I

a peculiar experience, the reading of these letters.

The reader is-embarrassed almost to find himself re-ding
s

.correrpondfnee that was never intended for public perusal. 

Soon, however, we cannot hplp participating in the rare and 

be-utiful love that erirtrd b»iwe n this hu- nd ana wife.
s

4i 0V*..»ia tbief.de Ihoee. crier hetwenn twe iiv 'ed /et 

united h.art.flonc f . U t t  humble and ^ t r i y ^ f n r .  tb«±* 

enveloping, pasoionatr, Adult love '.V.t/rarari these two 

hum.n b-inM. In » world o' > b t »  tawdry -.r-iercs end 

tawdrier liaieona, the 3osenber*s have ounf.ed the ideel 

>f married love. These letters will 1 ant for -*11 *ioe ae 

great love lettrrs.

The style of the writers is not quot-Ue, re it «-/<*ry 

wprd, so direct nd concise the langur^e. îir.nl- ^ r e 

acquire a richor me.-'.nin* in the context of thcue
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At random I open the book and read,
f

Jk*Julie Darling,

. . . . . . . ,  -  2 » = ; r ,

I feel so inadequate In th^.llht or 7°U *lth my ’ir“th-
beite., i L d  n :  ion? *°
ordinary stability you hare teen srhlMting? ‘

ys - - Brer vour *ifoSrer your wife, 
Ethel.

While reading thee, l.tt.rs on. scb.e „ith . ^

at times flnd. „ U e f  in teRr8_ T h e &  llmnUflB

and compassion of these parents for their two boys grip, 

th. emotions painfuUy, Julie's t,nd.rn..s to.srds his 

Mcth.r, th.lr lov, and admiration for Manny(Bloch, th.ir faith 

in the eonsoienoea of the p,opl. of th. earth - all ..are into 

the letter, an .motional quality th.t i. intenMlg***lng.

■On. esnnot r..d th... l.tt.r. without h.ting with a bltt.r, 

bitt.r hatr.d the indlrldual. 1„ ,h. „ nlt„d st,t M  ^  •

brought .bout th.*, .l«trocution, . reb.lllous hatred fa* U  

th. system which could demand, grant .nd condone th. barbaric 

treatment h.nd.d to th. 8c.nb.rg.. On. cannot help b.lng 

convinoed of th. lnnoc.no. of tb..e p.opl. and b.ing .ham.d 

that on, did not do mor. to try and sw.rt their fat..

It i. lnt.restlng .nd alarming to m l i „  from th.'l.tt.rs th.t 

th. Ro.enh.rg. tri.d one. and one. only. U  m  th„

numsrous app.al. ..r. « ourelo„, ^

Nev.r after th. flr.t trial .a. .T id.no. l.d .ith.r for or 

against them. Bo opportunity giT.n t0 th<

diction, in th. pro..oution'. o M ., ,0 r8but ftls,

Th. fir.t T.rdlot ™  glT .„ ln a„ atmosphere cloul.t.d to



inflame the jury against the accused and yet never again was
X

there an opportunity to teet the validity of the verdict. It
ft •

revolts the reader to see how stubbornly and speciously every 

appeal was turned down . On? ?nnder3 ^ t h e r  Eisenhower can 

ever sleep onsily ag^in.

®h*> reader takee note, too, of the rrve-'I <ng and shameful attempt 

on th<* part of th» American o-e*c rnrent to bargain with these two 

in the condr~.ncd <j*ll. iBim n i i " O'opthin.,' c*.n bp worked out, 

if you will ngTP<' to co-oper'to", they were told. Ethel Posenber 

replied in immortal word--, '"uffice it to 3ay that my husband 

and I shall die innodent before we lower ourselves to live 

guilty. Nobody can dictate tones to the Rosenbergs, who follow 

only the dictates of he.'trt nnd soul, truth rmd conscience and the 

Ood-bleseed love we benr our fellows’.

I urge every lover of humanity, every lover of gre*t liter- ture, 

every one whose rpirit* fastens in the fight for justice and 

free thought to buy this look at onrG , to keep it alw.grs at 

hand for inspiration, ror consol:tion and for a renewal of 

faith in man'-rind ur.d our destiny.
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