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. j » t e  in the viftlende o f  the SADF*nd 

who are not universal religious paci
fist* face a mandatoiy ja il sentence pf 
six yean  Of they have done s o  prior 
service). ' >  '

A  t>ill clarifying this (because o f  
conflicting court interpretations) is at 
present being considered by Parlia
ment without ao much as a murmur of 
protest from the public and press 
alike.

I would like to register my abhor
rence o f this legislation which seeks 
to crminalize individuals who cannot, 
because o f  conscience, serve in  the 
SADF. Moreover, the severity o f  the 
sentence is equivalent to, or more se
vere than, sentences often imposed 
'for capital offences.

The effect o f this legislation is to 
force  p eop le , against their co n 
science, to serve in the SADF or to go 
into involuntaiy exile. This elimina-

tion o fth e  freedom o f choice and the • 
dignity o f  • clear conscience Um  *e- 
vere abrogation oCchril liberty: i  

' i r *  ̂  ̂ t ! ^
Philip Wilkinson,, firing -evidence 

before conit in hit v ia l for foiling to 
report, stated: jgn am a Christian, 1 
1) nought mp In the beliefs o f the Catho- - 
lie Church. l  am committed to peace 
*nd  to working for a better future for 
•11 Sooth Africans. «.•

"J abhor violence and have con
sciously not used violence myself 
alnce childhood 1 have been brought 
up to respect all people, regardless of 
their colour.'ser, religion o f status. 1 
believe that all armies legitimize the 
use o f  violence and dehumanize the 
enemy. :

-w “ I refuse to be conscripted into the 
SADF.”

^ support the above statement and 
call on the government to reconsider 
its inhuman laws concerning consci
entious objection. People should be 
given the freedom to choose whether 
they are willing to fight in the SADF 
or not
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By MOIRA LEVY
FOR ten months lawyer 
M r Dawie Bosch worked 
at an advice office serving 
the Boland townships 
around Ashton and M on
tagu. B efore that he 
taught literacy skills to 
farmworkers, travelling 
arou n d  the w in e  
fa r m la n d s  v is it in g  
labourers and their 
families.

But all that ended in 
August last year. Today  
Bosch works as an assis
tant in the Cape Town  
City Council.

It is a situation that 
strikes him as ironic. For 
B osch  was exem pted  
from the S A D F  to do 
"com m unity service" in 
terms o f the provisions of 
the Defence Amendment 
A ct.

And yet this meant he 
had to leave his post as 
counsellor and legal ad
viser to the rural farming 
communities to take up a 
job as a "professional as

sistant" in the City Coun
cil's Planning Department.

His main grievance, he 
says, is not to do with pay 
or working conditions. He 
says he wants to do 
"genuine community ser
vice".

The approximately 25  
Section 3 conscientious 
o b jectors  w ho have  
formed the Community 
Services Group in Cape 
Town feel strongly that 
they could put their skills 
and religious commitment 
to better use in social and 
welfare organisations, in
cluding sem i-state de
partments like Child W el
fare, Nicro or Iscor.

They want to be out 
there, serving the com 
m unity as teachers, 
lawyers, religious workers 
and doctors, and not be 
"tied down to a six-year 
stint o f  non-community  
service, or service to the 
state bureaucracy".

M r Paul Sturrock, who 
Jias^een^voddng^Jn^an^

They refuse to serve, from left: Rolfe Eberhard, Peter Kantor, Neels Theron, Dave W alker and Gavin W eir.
administrative post in the 
City Treasurer's Depart
ment, would prefer to be 
doing "Christian work, 
relating to people on a 
personal level".

Another objector, M r  
Roy Jackson, said: "W e  
would like to help people.
That is the issue. There 
are many areas o f  need 
where we could be o f

use.
He would like to work 

as a counsellor at a care 
centre or advice bureau —  
that is if he cannot work 
in his chosen profession.

Jackson is a teacher, but 
in spite o f four years ex
perience he was removed 
from  his post when he 
was granted objector sta
tus.

The objectors say many 
government officials ap
ply community service as 
if  it was punishment.

Another Section C  con
scientious objector, Dr 
Neil Myburgh, says many 
o f  the objectors are mar
ried and "the present con
ditions make it difficult to 
start a family".

According to the D e 

fence Am endm ent A ct, 
they are meant to serve 
one and a half times the 
length o f  normal duty. 
But they point out that the 
average soldier serves 
only 48  percent o f his 
camps, according to the 
Defence White Paper of  
1986.

"W e  don't mind serving 
for longer than enlisted

Limited rights
THE Defence Amendment Act o f 1983 allows 
limited legal rights to refuse to serve in the South 
African Defence Force.

Exemption is only granted on religious grounds, 
and it is up to the objector to prove to the Board 
for Religious Objection that his principles will not 
allow him to perform military service.

Religious objectors have three options:
They may be granted non-combatant status and 

serve in the SADF in a capacity that does not in
volve using or carrying weapons.

They may perform non-combatant, non-uni- 
formed service which means participating in the 
army, but not carrying weapons, or wearing SADF 
uniforms or doing any "maintenance tasks of a 
combatant nature".

Finally, they may be granted non-military, com
munity service status. This is granted if the 
applicant can show that his religious beliefs 
cannot allow service o f any kind in any army.

These applicants, the Category 3 conscientious 
objectors, are employed, usually in state or local 
authority offices, for one and a half times the 
normal length of military duty.

For six years they work at jobs they do not want, 
in careers they did not choose, occasionally in 
towns or cities that are far from their homes and 
often at the salaries o f army privates.

By the end of last year there were 342 Section 3 
conscientious objectors in South Africa.

The National Community Service Group, a body 
o f about 50 Category C conscientious objectors, 
has branches in each province.The Cape Town 
Community Services Group, formed in December 
1985, held its first annual general meeting last 
week.

men, but we strongly ob
ject to being discriminat
ed against."

T h e  D epartm ent o f  
M anpow er has pegged  
their salaries at that o f a 
private. A  matriculated 
objector earns R 177.32  a 
month, and sometimes he 
continues to earn that for 
six years.

Unlike the enlisted sol
diers, religious objectors 
have to pay tax. They do 
not have access to the free 
health service provided by 
the army, and yet they do 
not receive medical aid.

Says objector David  
Schmidt: "The board is at 
pains to say that it has 
provided a real alternative 
for religious pacifists.

"Y e t the main thrust of  
the 1 9 8 3  D e fe n c e  
Amendment Act was not 
to provide alternatives. It 
was to crush conscien
tious objection by provid
ing very heavy prison 
sentences for all non-re
ligious objectors."

Ja il
Objectors who do not 

have religious grounds for 
refusing to serve in the 
army face a possible  
prison sentence o f one 
and a half times the length 
or normal duty —  that 
amounts to six years in 
jail.

M r Francois de Villiers, 
chief o f liaison o f the D e
partment o f Manpower, 
said the department would 
not com m unicate with 
objectors through the 
press. He said they should 
send their complaints in 
writing "and they will re
ceive the necessary atten-* 
tion".
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THE FORUM letters to the editor

Religious objectors do serve
SIR — The Natal Mercury of 
August 8 carried a news re
port that the M inister o f  
Manpower, Mr P du Plessis, 
said that the religious ob 
jector was a person \ . who 
r e f u s e d  t o  s e r v e  h i s  
country’.

This distortion o f  truth 
cannot go unchallenged and 
1 would like to make the fol
lowing points:

0  A religious objector is

not a person who refuses to 
serve his country. He is a 
person who recognises that 
there are other and equally 
valid ways o f serving one’s 
country other than in the 
SADF.

9  Military service is one 
among a number of forms of 
n atio< ;i service, and not 
the. only one.

£  The Itate itse lf  has 
recognised this fact and has

Corporal punishm ent
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(luce fr iction  betw een  and witliin races, caused by

made provision for official
ly-recognised religious ob 
j e c t o r s  t o  p e r f o r m  
community service in State, 
provincial and local author
ity departments.

%  R elig iou s  ob je c to rs  
who have done no previous 
m ilitary service  face six 
years of continuous commu
nity service, at a private s 
rate of pay. Unlike military 
servicemen our pay is sub
ject to taxation, and \ye re
ce ive  no m ed ica l aid or 
s tu d y  and  e x a m l e a v e  
benefits.

sex hostel
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T E MILLERaggression.

Durban

Why not Courtesy City?
g m __i refer to the Idler’s column on July 28, specifically
with reference to Glynis Horning’s definition of manners, 
or rather that o f her headmistress.

Would it be too much to suggest that Durbanites set a 
new trend -  one o f being the most considerate city? I b, 
claims to be the friendly city. Well, I’ve spent time there 
and that’s a claim which does not appear very obvious to 
me.

I’ve lived in a few cities in this country and I suppose 
they all have their problems. I’ll skip the recriminations 
and illustrations o f  recent inconsideration by motorists, 
pedestrians towards one another, men and women to
wards one another and younger and older generations to
wards one another.

Maybe we’d solve many o f our problems in political 
areas, traffic, home situations, inter personal relation
ships and a host o f other areas.

I know I’m not saying anything new, but I guess one 
more voice in the wilderness might be heard by at least a 
few. Durban — Courtesy City _____

Whose
idea?
SIR — It would be o f inter 
est to know which o f the su 
per, highly-paid top civil 
servants researched the fea
sibility o f the Granny Bond 
scheme and recommended 
it lo his minister.

In the business world the 
perpetrator of a similar fi
asco would surely lose his 
job. Indeed the chairman of 
the com pany a lso would 
probably resign.

FJ B ATKINSON 
Park Rynie

C O R R ES P O N D EN TS  are  re 
minded that letters of an ac 
ceptable length w i l l  be given 
p r e f e r e n c e  in T h e  Forum  

columns.



Sentence remissions announced
CAPE TOWN: The State President, Mr P.W. Botha, 
has approved a one-year remission of sentence to 
prisoners who were members of certain Defence 

i Force units at the time of their convictions. The re
mission is in honour of the 75th commemmoration of 
the South African Defence Force. A statement re
leased today also announced the remission of sen
tences by military courts to one month, excepting 
religious and other objectors.—Sapa



Meeting on 
r€|pious 
objections 
to military 
obligations

Daily News 
Reporter

T H E  chairm an of The 
Board for Religious Ob
jection, Mr Justice J.W. 
Edeling, will be one of 
the main speakers at a 
m eeting at St T hom as’ 
Church Hall, M usgrave  
Road, Durban, tomorrow 
night.

He will speak on the 
w orkings of the board  
which hears applications 
from religious objectors 
w h < ^ ^  opposed to doing 
m i.j^ w  service.

I reread they can apply 
to do community service 
as an a ltern ative  and 
h ave to a p p ly  to the  
board for permission.

Sharing the platform  
will be a person, who has 
not yet been named, who 
is doing community ser
vice.

There will be a ques
tion and answer session, 
according to a spokes
m an for the C onscien
tious Objectors’ Support 
Group which is staging 
the meeting.
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Religious objectors do serve
SIR — The Natal Mercury of 
August 8 carried a news re
port that the M inister o f  
Manpower, Mr P du Plessis, 
said that the religious ob
jector was a person .. who 
r e f u s e d  t o  s e r v e  h i s  
country’ .

This distortion o f  truth 
cannot go unchallenged and 

would like to make the fol
lowing points:

0  A religious objector is

not a person who refuses to 
serve his country. He is a 
person who recognises that 
there are other and equally 
valid ways o f serving one’s 
country other than in the 
SADF.

0  Military service is one 
among a number o f forms of 
natiot'Hi service, and not 
th^ only one

0  The 3tate itse lf  has 
recognised this fact and has

Corporal punishm ent
SIK — In fighting for the abolition of corporal punishment 
in schools, Professor Holdstock o f the University o f the 
Witwatersrand states: ‘Not only will the quality o f our 
education improve, but we are certain to reverse the 
trend o f family and social violence in our society’ .

The Catholic Education Council o f England and Wales, 
the Church o f England and the Free Church Federal 
Council have come out against corporal punishment, so 
abolition has church backing.

Why not abolish corporal punishment and thereby re
duce friction  betw een  and w ithin races, caused by 
aggression.

T E MILLER
Durban

Why not Courtesy City?
SIR — 1 refer to the Idler’s column on July 28, specifically 
with reference to Glynis Horning’s definition o f manners, 
or rather that o f her headmistress.

Would it be too much to suggest that Durbanites set a 
new trend — one o f being the most considerate city? PE 
claims to be the friendly city. Well, I’ve spent time there 
and that’s a claim which does not appear very obvious to 
me

I’ve lived in a few cities in this country and I suppose 
they all have their problems. I’ll skip the recriminations 
and illustrations o f  recent inconsideration by motorists, 
pedestrians towards one another, men and women to
wards one another and younger and older generations to
wards one another.

Maybe we’d solve many o f  our problems in political 
areas, traffic, home situations, inter personal relation
ships and a host o f other areas.

1 know I’m not saying anything new, but I guess one 
more voice in the wilderness might be heard by at least a 
few Durban — Courtesy City

NIKKI

made provision for official 
ly-recognised religious ob- 
j e c t o r s t o  p e r f o r m  
community service in State, 
provincial and local author
ity departments.

4  R elig iou s o b je cto rs  
who have done no previous 
m ilitary service  face six 
years o f continuous commu
nity service, at a private’s 
rate of pay. Unlike military 
servicemen our pay is sub 
ject to taxation, and we re
ce ive  no m ed ica l aid or 
s t udy  and  e x a m  l e a v e  
benefits.

0  We do not object to the 
hardships placed upon us 
by the path we have freely 
chosen. But we do ask that 
the Minister acknowledge 
that we love and are serving 
our country as much as any
one else is.

RELIGIOUS OBJECTOR

Whose
idea?
SIR — It would be o f inter
est to know which o f the su
per, highly-paid top civil 
servants researched the fea 
sibility o f the Granny Bond 
scheme and recommended 
it to his minister

In the business world the 
perpetrator of a similar fi
asco would surely lose his 
job. Indeed the chairman of 
the com pany a lso would 
probably resign.

FJ B ATKINSON 
Park Rynie

C O R R ESPON D EN TS are  r e 
minded that letters of an a c 
ceptable length w i l l  be given 
p r e f e r e n c e  in T h e  Forum  

columns.
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Since the Minister of Law and Order has re
peatedly stated that the unrest is under control, 
these people should all be released — and if there 
is evidence of any offences having been commit
ted they should be charged in the courts.’ 

Yesterday’s list contains the names of Janet 
Cherry of the End Conscription Campaign in Port 
Elizabeth and Russell McGregor, the 1985 SRC 
President at the University of the Western Cape, 
both of whom were released last week.

Objections to 
religious objectors
THE Department of Manpower was having diffi
culty placing religious objectors in positions be 
cause many people were not in favour of being 
served by objectors, the Minister o f Manpower Mr 
Pietie du Ptessis, said yesterday.

Replying to the debate on his vote of the Budget 
he said he was giving attention to the placement 
of religious objectors It was not always easy to 
find them suitable positions because of the oppo
sition to religious objectors by some people.

Mr du Plessis said these people had his sympa
thy because he could understand why someone 
would not want to be taught by a teacher, for ex- 
ample, w^o refused to serve his country. — (Sapa)
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We must not permit this illusion prevalent in 
current gossip about there suddenly being 
many strikes in South Africa to prevail. The 
number o f  strikes which took place in 1986 
did not exceed those in 1973 by much.

We should be grateful to this new labour 
dispensation because it creates an opportu
nity to defuse a situation. It provides an 
opportunity for discussion and com m unica
tion; something which is not only NP nolicv 
but accepted all over the world. There is 
obviously a great deal o f  tub-thumping and 
threats and the Press also enjoys the threat o f  
strikes because they are newsworthy. Never
theless this is an inseparable part o f  a game 
which we must see taking place in creating a 
balance between the bargaining powers o f  
employers and employees.

Every system in South A frica aimed at giving 
employers total pow er will lead to revolution 
and every dispensation in the country giving 
complete power to em ployees will just as 
surely lead to revolution. O ne has to strike a 
balance in life to enable people to bargain.

These matters are troublesom e and unpleas
ant. They are difficult and trying and take up 
tune but there is no other formula except that 
of bargaining to bring about stability and 
peace in this country.

The Labour Relations A ct is criticised as 
supposedly benefiting only trade unions and 
workers but that is absolutely and simply 
untrue. 1 he same protection that applies to 
trade unions applies equally to employers in 
terms o f  the Labour Relations Act.

to  the h o n  m em b e r for D u rb a n  C e n tra l. I 
w ant to  th an k  the hon m e m b e r for his 
co m p lim en ts to  th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f  M an- 
pow er.

T h e h o n  m em b e r also p o se d  a q u estio n  
c o n cern in g  in d u stria l re la tio n s in th e  Public 
S ervice. I w an t to  say th at the w hole q u estio n  
o f tra d e  union rights an d  o th e r  right in the 

ublic Service tails u n d e r the h o n  the M in 
ister in the S ta te  P re sid e n t’s O ffice an d  at 

p ie s e n t the C om m ission fo r A d m in istra tio n  is 
consid erin g  th a t m a tter.

A s far as farm  w o rk ers are  c o n ce rn ed  I have 

work : re p e a "-;dl.y ,h ".« the P ° siti« n  o f farm  

a g ricu ltu re . "8 d ,scu ssed  w ilh o rg an ized

Mi P U P  G A S  T R O W : F o r how  m an y  y ears?

T h e  M IN IS T E R : T h e  p e rio d  o f  tim e is not 
im p o rta n t. W h at is im p o rta n t if o n e  w ants to  

ffect change— an d  I am  co n tin u o u sly  busy 
w ith th at— o n e  m ust d o  it grad u ally  by 
convincing p eo p le  and n o t by forcing p e o p le .

will ‘nh,e n ‘f ° n ls n.o t to  d isru p t a g ricu ltu re . I 
will th ere fo re  only apply  m easu res to  farm  
w o rk ers w hich I can n e g o tia te  an d  ag ree  on

wh V >h° A fn c a n  A g ricu ltu ral U nion 
w hich is the recognized body fo r o rg an ized  
ag ricu ltu re  in S o u th  A frica .

T h e q u estio n  o f  public  holidays— I am  rep ly 
ing to the h o n  m em b e r for D u rb a n  C e n tra l—

' f r "JVf s,l«a tio n  by the P re sid e n t’s 
C ouncil an d  I suggest th at th e ir  re p o rt be 
aw aited . 1

Black trade unions are held up to us as a 
bugbear but they are a reality we have to live 

i , .L e ' say today that the department 
and the National M anpower Com mission and 

continuously monitor developm ents in the 
labour held, also those manifested by findings 
of the Industrial Court. W e constantly keep a 
close watch on the situation so that the 
bargaining balance, the balance o f  power 
between em ployee and em ployer is not 
disturbed. That is why I shall be com ing to 
Parliament shortly with proposals to amend 

Lab« ur Relations A ct, amendments 
aimed at the improvement and better regula
tion o f  the situation as well as the restoration 
of balance to it.

tThis is linked to what I want to say in reply

I he hon m em ber also mentioned the optimal 
placement o f  religious objectors. I can assure 
the hon mem ber that their placement is also 
receiving constant attention. I must also 
mention, however, that to place those per
sons is not easy because there are many 
members o f  the public w ho ob ject to being 
served by religious objectors. I have sym
pathy for those members o f  the public.

Mr D  J N M A L C O M E SS: That is no. very 
nice o f  them. y

I lie MINIS I ER: Whether or not the hon 
member regards it as not nice, I have said 
what I have said. If there are people who 
refuse to allow their children to be taught by 
religious ob jectors who are not doing their 
duty by their country on  the border, 1 have 
sympathy with those people. | Interjections ]
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)onate to 
elief, Schwarz 
rges MPs
Political Staff
bers of Parliament 
d each donate a por- 
o f their February 
y to the flood disas- 
nd, said Progressive 
ral Party MP for 
v i l l e _Mr H a rry  
arz.
woulc^^ be a bad 
f  members of Par- 
nt, instead of voting 

peop le ’s m oney, 
as a body to give a 
>n of this month’s 
y to the Disaster 
” said Mr Schwarz 
;  the Additional Ap- 
iation second read- 
ebate in the House 
>embly yesterday.
would be a gesture 
he public of South 
i would understand 
rould show that we 

just talk  about 
i but put our money 
! our mouth is,” he 
He suggested about 
cent of each MP’s 
y could go to the

vision
Schwarz called on 
nee M in ister Mr 
nd du P less is  to 
d this additional 
t to make provision 
le unforseen addi- 
expenses that had 

i as a result of the 
s in the northern 
and the Free State, 
du Plessis said an 
iment was not nec-

kHarry Schwarz: let'* p u t our m oney w h e re  our m outh  is

essary now and that the 
money needed for flood 
relief could be handled 

-administratively in the 
last month of the fiscal 
year.

R e p ly in g  to  M r 
Schwarz’s suggestion that 
M P’s contribute to the

flood disaster fund, Mr du 
Plessis said there were 
m oves in the N ational 
Party caucus to approach 
NP MPs and there had 
a lso  been negotia tion  
am ong p arliam en tary  
whips to include MPs- 
from other parties.

Religious
objectors

are ‘a real 

problem’
M inister o f  Manpower 

M r P ielie du Plessis 
said yesterday in the 
H ouse o f  A ssem b ly  
that he personally did 
“ not have much sym
pathy”  with religious 
objectors doing “alter
native national ser
v ice ”  and that using 
these people was “ a 
real problem” .

NOT WANTED
"P e o p le  d on ’ t want 
them or anything to do 
with them,” he said.

He was replying in com 
mittee stage debate on 
the Additional Appro
priation Bill to ques
tions from  Mr Arrie 
Paulus (CP Carieton- 
v ille ) and P ro fessor  
Nic Olivier (PFP No
minated).

“ P eop le”  did not want 
anything to do with the 
objectors because they 
did not do military ser
vice.

"1 will put them into jobs, 
but 1 won’t go out of 
my way to do things 
on their account,”  he 
said. — Sapa.

ate land for all people, says PFP
land was held on behalf of all the people of “We regard this as an ugly piece of apartheid legls- 
Africa and not for one section of the population, latlon which also further entrenches the Own Affairs 
mid be the effect of the State Land Disposal, concept.”  ' >’ •
dment Bill, Mr Rupert Lorimer (PFP Bryan- 
iaid yesterday. . ; /
>osing the second reading of the Bill in the 
! of Assembly, which was supported by the offi- * 
ipposition, he said it had the effect of enabling 
ansfer of power to dispose of State lands from 
inister of Public Works and Land Affairs to a 
ter in the Minister’s Council of either the House 
oresentatives or Delegates.  ̂ • ' ‘

The PFP ’s approach was that State land was held 
on behalf of all the people and not one particular 
population group.

The money acquired from disposal of State land 
should go into the Treasury and not to the Own Af
fairs administrations.

Replying to the debate, the Deputy Minister of 
Land Affairs, Mr Japie.van Wyk, said the Bill broa
dened the conceptlof Own Affairs. &  Sana.

The Government paid out 
R650 000 towards a con
fe ren ce  o f the Young 
Presidents’ Organisation 
(YPO) held in South Afri
ca last year, the Deputy 
Minister o f Economic A f
fairs and Technology, Mr 
George Bartlett, said in 
the Assembly yesterday.

Replying to questions 
from  Mr C live Derby- 
Lewis (CP nominated) on 
the com m ittee stage of 
the Additional Appropria
tion Bill, he said the YPO 
was an organisation of 
“ top m anagem ent peo
ple” , and delegates to the 
five-day con ference in 
O ctob er had included 
people from 46 countries.

The Government had 
decided the conference 
should be supported “ in 
the interests of trade pro
motion in South Africa” .

It was to SA’s credit 
that such a conference 
was held in this country.

Fir
for
‘wa
When Mr 

asked how 
tion could oi 
ference of tl 
then “ arri 
Africa and 
tance” , the 
Finance, M 
Plessis, sail 
ence had no 
of-the-mom< 

It had be 
w ell in ad 
R650 000 i 
means” the 
the confere 
Governmen

Vote-catching tes 
‘rewarded with a
An unemployed woman 
teacher had been given a 
permanent teaching job 
in Phoenix after helping 
to garner 15 votes from 
her family for the Na
tional People’s Party 
during the recent Ton- 
gaat by-election, Mr Pat 
Poovalingam (PRP, Res
ervoir Hills) said yester
day.

In the second reading 
debate on the Additional 
Appropriation Bill for the 
House of Delegates he 
said a female temporary 
teacher who was laid off 
in November last year 
had been recruited by a 
senior official in the edu
cation department to as
sist in the election cam
paign. - •

The senior official was 
named as Mr A K Mo
hammed.

REWARDED
Mr Poovalingam said 

the woman had garnered 
15 votes from her family 
for the NPP and, soon af 
terwards, was rewarded 
with a permanent job at

Mr Pat Pa

the Phoeni: 
Education.

“ I want to 
er this is pi 
cent conduct 

The Minis 
tion and Cul 
sie Ramdutl 
ers were er 
permanent 
ing to the ne 
partment at 

Sometime 
teachers w 
cruited fron 
administrati 
ted the req 
the job. — Si

Additional fui 
all Houses of
Bills for the additional 
appropriation of funds 
for the financial year t a b q u to M p e i 
endine March 31 19RR * t h a n  t h a

spent on Ed 
Culture. R3,



FAR-REACHING CHANGES FOR NCSG?
National Committee met in Johannesburg in mid-October 1989

memo's, but regional 
meetings now focus
ing more on support 
and discussion. Support grows for Dave
Johannesburg/Pre
tori a region has not 
functioned for a 
while. On 12 Oct. 
the Nat. Committee 
convened a meet i ng 
in Veoville to dis
cuss reactivating 
the region, if there 
is interest. A 
small but stimulat
ing meeting was held 
and resolved that a 
braai would be held 
end of November for ™  
old NSCG "activ
ists", where a general regional meet
ing in mid-January may be planned. 
If yeti W&ii smm |£: T r i v i a l  who 
may be interested, ask them to con
tact Alan Goddard at kisoo*h, ini&lfci)

Martin will investigate whether there 
is a need in the Eastern Cape for 
setting up NCSG groups. If you know 
any CSs in the area, please contact 
Martin at 031-442518.

Memoranda

David Schmidt, a "Community Server" from CT, his 
done about 5 years of his 6 years Of CS and will 
stop serving end Oct. He states that he served 
under duress because of his objections against 
military and alternative service in the present 
context. "My decision to refuse to render any 
further service does not represent a change 1n my 
attitude but rather Its fulfilment." Many CSs 
share his feelings and want to plan effective 
supportive actions. Regions are encouraged to 
make suggestions in this regard. To start off - 
Natal wants to send handwritten personalised 
letters to all MP's. Any volunteers?

now. We need some action now. 
ihSgiSriSs" Suggestions, suggestions!

Money

R6000 is available nationally for use 
before March 1989 - » so if you can 
organise more effectively with a bit 
of money, get your region to submit a 
budget soon to Richard Shorten in 
Durban o. Get your ideas for '90-91 
to your treasurer - the '90-91 budget 
must also be submitted soon.

The possible linking / merging of the 
National Community Servers' Group 
(NCSG) with a general Peace and Anti- 
War organisation or other similar 
organisations is on the cards.

The National Committee of the NCSG 
met recently in Johannesburg to 
discuss this and other matters. The 
meeting was attended by Martin 
Birtwhistle of Durban and Dawie Bosch 
of Cape Town.

NCSG, COSG to merge?

All regions are requested to discuss 
the issues and options below — and 
others.

At the national meeting the following 
possible advantages of a merger with 
the general organisation were 
discussed:
■ the desire of members to be Involved 
on a broader front may be more 
easily fulfilled; we may be able to 
muster a much greater force from the 
ranks of CSs in order to reach NCSG 
objectives;

■facilitate outward-looking work;
■a sub-group could still focus on CS 
to ensure that CS Issues receive 
attention.

Disadvantages:
■weaken our possible input to 
Manpower 8 Defence, which may help 
(really?) to create an equitable 
solution re "national service" / 
accommodation of concerns of 
objectors;

■ some NCSG members may only be 
prepared to be involved in NCSG.

Other possibilities:
■The bulk of members can get directly 
involved in the general organisa
tion, while a task force remain 
responsible for NCSG.

•If the Conscientious Objectors' 
Support Group is to remain an 
Independent organisation, NCSG may 
merge with it. COSG works to 
support COs (CSs being COs, of 
course).

Regional Reports

Durban CSG has lost quite a few old 
members, who completed CS (Community 
Service) or stopped performing CS. 
It is mainly a support group, but 
many members are keen to get involved 
in the broader anti-war front. Since 
we have received any response to our 
very reasonable and toned down 
requests and proposals, some members 
feel that the only way we would be 
able to get any response from the 
authorities is to make them angry.

It seems likely that a group will be 
formed in P i etermar1tsburo. PMB 
members: phone Patrick Vorster at 
Grey Hospital's McDonald ward.

Cape Town continues - after initial 
committee elected in April stopped 
functioning a new one was elected In 
July. Continue with preparing

Conditions of service + regular 
negotiation with Manpower: Last 
communication in April. Chip Snaddon 
of CT to write to Manpower.

Length of service: Last memorandum 
sent in September. Defence referred 
1t to the Van Loggerenberg Committee. 
Dawie Bosch to write to Defence, 
saying that the matter needs urgent 
action since many members have done 
more that their share in service. 
Natal to galvanise churches’ support 
and action in this regard.

Scope of service: Last memo 1986/87. 
Natal to draft letter to orgs. asking 
them to write to Defence in this 
regard. All regions, especially 
Natal to contact at least 2 organisa
tions per month. Volunteers needed.

Alternative service for all COs: 
Durban to prepare a section on this 
for inclusion in our submission to 
Van Loggerenberg.

Van Loggerenberg Committee: Defence 
has set up a committee to investigate 
SADF "manpower needs"; also looking 
at length of service and alternative 
service. Cape Town is preparing a 
comprehensive but concise draft sub
mission, and will enclose the i 400 
pages of memos and letters sent up to 
now. All regions} please discuss 
this draft and send comments to CT.

Action: For all practical purposes, 
we have only done paper work up to

D ovelink

Gideon Strauss, the editor of Dove- 
link, will be asked to set deadlines 
for all 1990 editions. All regions 
should appoint a correspondent, and 
submit regional news. [Some people 
aren't very happy with the name — if 
you are one, we want suggestions. ]

Membership drive

Michael de Wit from Cape Town is 
entering all useful info from the 
completed membership forms into a 
Database. Once done, we would be 
able to extract useful statistics, as 
well as addresses etc. He will also 
send out invitations to CSs to join 
as names and addresses become avail
able. B u m  give a list of CSs you 
know and their present addresses, to 
your secretary to be forwarded to CT.

Membership forms should be completed 
yearly, to ensure that our data 1s up 
to date. I f  you have not completed a 
fom  recently, please do so now. a  

membership form was hopefully sent to 
you with Dove!ink. If not, get a 
form from your secretary.

Dawie Bosch

Annual conference
Planned for 6 - 8  April 1990, 
Modderpoort, S-0FS. BE THERE.

Next meeting of National Committee:
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Is egter s6 oorheersend belangrik 
dat wag verkleslik is bo ’n haasti- 
ge, verkeerde aanstelling.

errorisme
Die mense oor wie die vlieg- 

tuigkaping gegaan het, was dus 
me idealistiese vrvheidsvegters 
of stryders teen ongeregtigheid 
nie, hulle was geharde terroriste 
m moordenaars.

Omdat die kapers (tydelik’ ) 
weggekom het, is die uiteinde 
'an die drama nie heeltemal 
jevredigend nie. ’n Mens sou 
traag wou sien dat hulle tereg- 
taan vir hul wandade.
Tog kan die feit dat hulle hul 

asgeloop het teen ’n intemasio- 
ale granietmuur nie weggerede- 
eer word nie. Hoe die kapers 
ul saak ook al wend of keer, 
ulle het nie in hul doel geslaag 
ie en tos misluk.
Vir Wkomstige kapers moet 

ie feit gewis as afskrikmiddel 
ien. Die saak het bewys dat 
itemasionale terrorisme wel 
jeltreffend beveg kan word as 
e intemasionale gemeenskap 
r geledere kompromisloos sluit.

Misplaaste argumente
teen diensplig

WYNAND BREYTEN- 
BACH, Adj unk-mini- 
ster van Verdediging, 
Ministerie van Verde
d lg in g , Posbus 47 , 
Kaapstad:

Die argumente wat in 
die brief ‘ ‘Beswaar teen 
diensplig” (Die Volks- 
blad, 4 April) aangevoer 
word waarom diensplig 
nie vir ’n klein groepe 
linkses aanvaarbaar is 
nie, is totaal misplaas.

Kloue
Die stelling dat Suid- 

Afrika in die kloue van 
’n burgeroorlog is, is on- 
waar. Die skrywers stel 
ook hul onkunde van 
die SA-Weermag se teen- 
woordigheid in SWA/Na- 
mibie en optrede in Suid- 
oos *— J * ■ — •

diens vir gewetensbe- 
swaardes in ’n “End 
C o n s c r ip t io n  Cam - 
paign” -slagspreuk wat 
reeds holrug gery is.

Suid-Afrika is nie in 
’n burgeroorlog betrok- 
ke nie — dit weet elke 
regdenkende Suid-Afri-

geerde geweld van swart 
teen swart. Dit het plaas- 
gevind in die vonn van 
intlmidasie en moord. 
Die SA Weermag en SA 
Polisie sou hul plig Ver- 
suim het indien hulle 
eenkant en onbetrokke 
gebly het. Die SAW is in

kaner. Deur sulke stel- 
lings te maak, beklem- 
toon die skrywers hul 
totale onkunde met be- 
trekking tot die revolu- 
sionere aanslag op Suid- 
Afrik en sy inwoners.

Moord
Die onrus wat in 1985big en optrede in Suid- Die onrus wat in 1985

—-i-Angola duidelik ten n hoogtepunt bereik het,
toon. Die argument ten ® * g r o o 11 i k s
'  van alternatiewe &AKP / ANC - geinsti-

H^RYSTRAAT 52A BLOEMFONTEIN.

depot te Henrystraat 52A 
f van alle handelaars en 
•emfontein en omgewing.

die swart woonbuurte 
ter ondersteuning van 
die SAP. Hulle is daar 
ter beskerming van die 
inwoners van wie die 
meeste slegs verlang om 
in vrede te woon en te 
werk en om hul lewens- 
gang normaal te bedryf.

Aanprysmg vir die 
“ AW se optrede en teen- 
woordigheid in swart 
woongebiede word daag- 
hks ontvang. Die meeste 
swartmense is onteen- 
seglik ten gunste van 
die SAW se stabiliseren- 
de mvloed. Dit is ’n ECC- 
mite dat die SAW nie 
welkom in die swart 
woonbuurte is nie.

| Booshede
I , .Die ECC propageer 

rnerdie mite omdat hy 
die revolusionere en ra- 
dikaliste na die mond 
praat. Ek kry die indruk 
dat die ECC die SA Weer
mag uit die woonbuurte 
wil he sodat gewelde- 
naars hul booshede en 
intimidasie teen die 
swart gemeenskap onge- 
hinderd kan voortsit. 
Wat wil die mense he?
’n Herhaling van die ge- 
beure van 1985’

b ied  van  S u idw es- 
Afnka/Namibie omdat 
die SAW verhoed dat 
Swapo enige suksesse be- 
haal.

Waardering
Die SAW lewer ’n reu- 

J a e  tot vrede, sta- 
buiteit en ontwikkeling 
in Suidwes. In sommige 
gevalle is die SAW die 
enigste organisasie wat 
mediese dienste aan die 
plaaslike bevolking le
wer. Groot waardering 
word in.. hierdie verband 
deur besoekers aan die 
gebied teenoor die SA 
Weermag betuii?

Dit val my op dat die 
ECC en ander gewetens- 
beswaardes skitter in 
hul afwesigheid om eni
ge soortgelyke dienste 
aan die mense van daar- 
die gebied te lewer. In
dien dit sou wees wat 
die ECC bedoel met alter- 

i natiewe diens, misluk 
hulle ook totaal op hier
die gebied.

Verder is die ECC die 
inwoners van SWA/Na- 
mibie en die Republiek 
’n verduideliking ver- 
skuldig met betrekking 
tot Swapo en die ANC 
se geweldpleging teenoor 
die plaaslike bevolking

Verblydend

i n

fstowwe

lad

. Die SAW is ’n steen 
des aanstoots vir Swapo 

I in die operasionele ge-

Saak vir 

gewete
J- F. VAN AS, Posbus 
4349, Bloemfontein:

Ek merk dat die leier 
van die Nasionale Party 
voortgaan om adverten- 
sies in die koerante te 
plaas om of die NP se 
beleid te verduidelik of 
dit aan te beveel. Die 

wat ook in Die 
Volksblad verskyn het 
handel oor die begrotine’

Dit is vir my werkiik 
verblydend om te weet 
dat die meeste Suid-Afri- 
kaanse jongmans hulle 

kant van die 
SAW skaar. Hul insig 
en begrip vir die proble- 
me en oplossings daar- 
van is vir my ’n riem 
onder die hart. Wanneer 
ek dit se, praat ek van 
eerstehandse kennis 
vanwee my nou kontak 
met hulle regoor die 
land.

Die SAW het ’n rol te 
speel in die ontwikkeling 
van Suid-Afrika omdat 
ny as lid van die veilig- 
heidsgemeenskap daar- 
toe bydra dat ’n gunstige 
klimaat geskep word vir 
vooruitgang en ontwik
keling. Aan elke verant- 
woordelike landsburger 
wat in die SAW ’n bydrae 
lewer tot voordeel van 
’ Uid-Afrika. wil ek my 

Persoonlike dank oordra.
Die SAW se bydrae 

gaan nie ongesiens verby 
nie. Suid-Afrika en sy 
mense — swart, wit, 
bruin en Indier — het 
hoe waardering daar- 
voor.
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