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‘HOPE AND SUFFERING’
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humanity which re
sounds throughout his 
writing,in its direct, 
yet profound language, 
the Bishop's refusal 
to let the Church off 
the hook on crucial 
political issues,and 
his own resistance to 
being silenced into 
submission. He adres-- 
ses the Eloff Commis- <” 
sion,investigating 
his activities in 
1982,
''They may remove a Tutu, 
they may remove the 
South African Council of 
Churches,but God's in
tention to establish His 
Kingdom'of justice, of 
love,of compassion will 
not be thwarted."
I would advise anyone to 
read this courageous 
book. It is concerned 
with South Africa,and 
yet reflects the connec
tions between oppression 
of any kind,and Desmond 
Tutu's vision of freedom 
from that oppression 
which must survive and 
resound through it:
"After this I looked and 
saw a vast throng,which 
no one could count,from 
every nation of all tri
bes,people and languages 
standing in front of the 
throne and before the 
Lamb. They were robed in 
white and had palms in 
their hands, and they 
shouted together:
'Victory to our God 
who sits on the throne 
and to the Lamb!'"
Revelation 7:9-10

BY DESMOND TUTU  

FOUNT BOOKS, 1984

"To be neutral is not to 
be just and fair and im- 
partisan,because to be 
neutral is in fact to 
side with the powerful i1 
This assertion stands 
out for me above all 
others in Bishop Tutu,s 
collection of conference 
speeches and sermons,all 
of which reverberate 
with his characteristic 
strengths - profoundly 
sustaining faith in a 
God who is on the side 
of justice,and a steely 
refusal to be compromised 
on issues in which he 
believes absolutely.
As Trevor Huddleston has 
written in introduction 
to the collection,it re
presents "the authentic 
voice of Christian pro
phecy in our day." The 
book crystallised Desmond 
Tutu's liberating theo
logical stance.Couched 
always in frank,unpreten
tious language,his theo
logy is related to the 
wider themes of discri
mination and oppression, 
concentrating on "Black's1 
he writes,"have been 
pushed around really fron. 
the time the Whites first 
set foot on South African 
soil."
A TH O R N  IN T H E  FLES H

We become immediately 
aware of the stature of 
the Bishop - his deter
mination, at whatever ex
pense to himself,to re
main a thorn in the flesh 
of the goverment,as an 
impassioned voice,never 
allowing himself to be 
duped into believing that 
what is legal must neces
sarily be moral. Whoever 
he is adressing the tone 
is consistently courteous 
but insistent-liberation 
is costly,but liberation
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of the oppressed in our 
country can and will 
happen.
He never forgoes an 
opportunity to draw 
on Biblical sources 
to reinforce his mes
sage and reveal the 
wider human implica
tions underlying any 
situation. His coun
trymen,who have lost 
selfrespect and basic 
freedom must be 
Exodus people,jour
neying out of a land 
of suffering. And he 
writes of the neces
sity of this afflic
tion,not in the spi
rit of cloistered, 
academic idealism, 
but as one daily sur
rounded by human pain.

C O N FR O N TE D  WITH 
POVERTY

He lives alongside 
the starvation, the 
forced removals and 
has had to administer 
the sacrament to 
Winnie Mandela in a 
crowded street be
cause guards refused 
him entry to her 
house. His case is 
reinforced by the 
warm humour which is
sues out of such suf
fering, by deep com
passion, and above all 
with visionary longing 
for the unity of all 
peoples and races.
It is this hope,and
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LOSS
1_. Fanil vf father .mother, 

wife
?nd sisters

Tchilrtren.brothers
fj

Jesus not ooncentra+s
on the hatred for ones 
family,but rather shows 
an alternative for the 
traditional,patriarchal 
family structure.
(see Jesus:"who is mjr 
"other?" Luke 8,1?-21)

TTe calls- for the creation 
of a community that is 
based ori a free choice, 
a vision and a calling-, 
^his community must be 
prepared to suffer hatred, 
expulsion and persecution 
by the eni~ting society 
for the sake of the new 
alternative (also known 
as the kingdom of Gcd' .

2. vour 1 i f e. Fhrery th in r

GAIN
Vision

S.

“ Large crowds were travdhng with Jesus, 
and curaing to them be said: “ “ If anyone 
comes ro me and does not hate his father,. 
ami mother, his wile aod children, 
his Jarotbers and sistcrs—yes, even his 
0 *0  life-—be cannot be my dncipte. 
a  Aod anyone who (tms oot can y his 

croaa aod follow me cannot bemydasopU: 
“ “ Suppose one o f you wants to build a 
tower Will he not first sit down mui j 

’ estimate the cost to see it' he has enough 
money to complete it? **Fot i f  be lays the 
foundation and »a aoc able to finish it, 
m ry o o e  who sees it will rkhcuk him, 

“ saying, ‘Tins fetiow began to imiM arwt | 
was not able to finish.’
31 “ Or suppose a king is about to go to 
war against another king. Will he not j 
’first sit down and consider whether he is 

able with ten thousand men to oppose the 
one coming against him with twenty j 
thousand?1 * I f  he is noi able, he will send a 
delegation while the other is still a long way 
o il and will ask for terms o f peace. '
“  In the same way, any of you who docs I 
not give up everything fie has cannot be , 
my disciple.
n “ Salt isjjood, but if it loses its saltiness, 

how can it be nude salty again?

I like 14, 25-34
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Our gain is to share the 
vision of Christ and to 
share his lifestyle.As we 
become part of a. new com
munity we share in a life 
style that is bases onthe 
principle of serving 
rather than power,humanism 
or spirituality.

2. Discj-pleshi-p

Ye become part of a new 
community that bears the 
characteristics of a group 
that wants to changre 
society:
i) itrs an alternatively 
structured, community inhere 
the church serves those in 
need.
ii) members have rta/e a. 
rational descisian and 
know the cost of comitt- 
ment.
iii) members h?ve a clear
ly definedlifest’-le that 
is different to the life
style of the existing 
society. They work active
ly toward a world without 
priviledges (i.e. without 
the right to be served) 
and a world where every
one has equal rights.

3 . The Cross

In its time it was used 
for execution of political 
prisoners."Take up your 
cross" hence not only re
fer to innocent suffering 
or an attitude of humility 
but refers to the fate of 
a revolutionary.
If we want to follow Jesus 
his fate will become our 
fate and his J&a.te was : 
crucif ixion.



A PSALM

O Lord, ;■ f’ v :V- 
# u  are the Absolute .

A most holy G0d
ou alone are all-powerful^ r
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you^haye chosen to 
4 Manifest your strength 

rough the  
Weakness of

suffering.
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In yourpftwerlessness 
You become r e a l -  

'B e c a u s e  in the pain of our
e x i s t e n c e

we f i n d  y o u ,
4 n d are g iv e n  peace.
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