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AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS ,

A SUGGESTED PROGRAMME OF SELF-DETERMINATION 
— ______ FOR THE AFRICAN PEOPLE. __________ _

In m o p m f*^o? «etin+v0f-.t5e National Executive Committee held
a?Doin?ed S  1S t * August» 1948» a sub-committee was

i to consider and report upon the practical stens t/i

mpn+a As 0n V, Soci ai and econc»mic aspect* of African develop- 
p o n s ib n it v ^ f  n r p s m H 0 sub-committee chained with the res- 

+ y S presenting a programme for the economic rtha-

m a  f S ™ ? S i ^ 0Ur race! 11 311,1015 me ttat ln o r a S t t e  better 
and forcibly to present an economic machine, it was necessary

a s  s  a r s s ^ s a  i f

K S S S S w  t S t e * S u l ! t f f i i 8 K J * al poEltlon of the Hatlve

ACCEPTED AND AGREED POLICY OF SEARACTTOM,

p_ „ TV,-r*??fr?f? in its broehure entitled "African Claims"
f i policy. This is directly opposed to the agreed 

and accepted policy of the vfoite people of* this country what- 
^ i r  Party affiliations. Any difference there is among 

S u n t™  ?w y  want to be masters in this*®
that nositfrn hv +? can active and entrench

\  y through segregation and apartheid. It is
Dolicv ever, that Congress having proclaimed its

and d e k m ? n S i ^ 2 f  + elx. uP against a wall of opposition 
opini onS 3 resistanceby the majority of European public 
S  ?ountS »  haf  not decided on how it proposes

™ alms. other I* 3 *  by organisation and its inten- 
? _ i !  v ^  weakness of her efforts must therefore lie 

oc !  °£ strategy and an elaborate economic programme 
a<*tivp **fia+PS "^e- ;!-lliterate and ignorant masses into 
emancipation! Participation in the struggle for national

IMPORTANT AND SERIOUS HANDICAPS.

. , . .African leadership, it would appear, relies on its.........

r ^ ^ nf J T 8S^ aS Whlte South Africans were amendable to

accent its S E S f S i w P,ef??a8loJ?-1?  loglc’ Tt doeB not readilydifficulties which warp the intellect of
b e S  w M i  l 8?? agriculturalist and make him an unreasoning
5hi2Ff-i k  i f African leadership stands between the

50Ur market provided by inarticulate and benighted
masses of our race and the capitalist interests. For that

tft3wh?+p S an ^ telJectuals bave become a menace and a danger 
to white domination in this country. 5

j . ^Pes ®eem that African leadership cannot fUlly apnre- 
elate the hand of fate stretched out to afford then, suecoSr 

xne struggle for national emancipation characterised in 
apartheid, in the closing up of labour markets, in the refusal 
to implement the provisions of the Native Land and Trust Act. 
and in the loading of the disc heavily against African progress 
in almost every sphere. Economic pressure and land contraction 

playln& an important part in stimulating and 
8!2  2JJS8- a sens®.of injustice among our people which calls

Erection from a determined African leadership, 
v® f 6 !1 this guidance or direction has been conspicuous
y its absence other than the exploitation of grievances as a 

means to enrol membership.



A POWERFUL BARSAmmg_ INSTRUMENT »*

a?helve ’tile aims and objects enunciated in the 
African Claims ', African leadership must without undue delay 

seek and f.-.nc a position wherein it can command a favourable 
bargaining power, Apartheid * as a State policy* already evinc
es signs of moderation in the fact of the importance of the 
i Africans in the economic life of this country whos;a

place is howeveRendered vulnerable to all forms of exploits-' 
tion because of its mobility and want of guidance or concen
tration, African leadership must therefore seek and find the 
means of diverting this labour to attractive channels cf em
ployment ran, organised 2nd maintained by a national corpora
tion, When mobile laoour can be harnessed effectively and the 
reserves converted into centres of great national self--expres
sion, self-development and self-assertion, it will be the’ be
ginning of the end of apartheid and race prejudice,

FACTORS TO BE OBSERVED :_

^  I s i ^ ® rative that African leadership should make 
a careful study o f the reserves if  it must appreciate the mag
nitude cf available mobile labour and how it renders it dif
ficult for the African race to rise above sub-economic wu^e

^ ref°re , for the Congress to acheive its claims. 
As an illustration of the position obtaining in almost all the 
reserves in the Natal Province, a selection of two typical 
^ s e s  may suffice, At Estcourt. the total Native area" comprises 

m b *  11 j £ e P®Pu^ tlon is 1 5 ,9S0 souls, Cf the 53,217
morgen only 5^37,^ ^nipriS3 arable land. The rest, vizt 4^,419

2re D&rT®n * ai?d mountainous land, Arable land can 
therefore provide a xiVelihcod for only 890 persons. It is

PG1*fcns on thfs IW erve  fall in the 
category of fflfiEule ^3uour# which is the altar upon which

t o o ^ L o 112110 tion is sacrificed. At Eshowe, the total a^ea 
is 96-632 morgen. The population is 30,500, Arable lend is  only

T T ? p ^ +>, c 1S suffi?i’°nt to support only 2 ,334 persons. 
^e^Jest^o f the area, measuring 76#63£ morger comprises of

?n ITiore than 27 thousand people fall-
in the ranks of bctrr for the recm itment of whom Dr3
Jansen proposes to introduce a Bill in the next Parliament for 
tne e' tabiishment cf labour bureaux throughout the country,
The^exosure that has been applied to some industrial ^re^s

3 7 , Afri?an8 is part of the nett cast to'encircle' 
No nmnrrwh C '̂ -^^our w^ich the State policy means to create, / 
No amoOTt c* argument or pretest will change the whitman- s 
mind into accepting the African Claims or- cf some form of 
betterment benefit the African people,

fflE LAW OF SELF-PRESERVATION„

■v j .  +_ of these facts, it behoves African leader-
1  in, ? ts v;ay along lines of self- d e t e m n ^ V on

!?%??+ J-^^terabie law of self-preservation; to accent as
a fact that wh ..t-e Soutn Africa has nothing in crmrno]-

ican<ana tnat the Or. ion Government is determined to donv 
the African the comity of interests ii: the fields of economics 
education and politics() 'Shy efforts on our part directed to- 1 

ilj.ng white South Africa to admit us into the 

w  ^1<?n? °  demccracyf short of an independent 'th:-uet we 
by t'Oino action devxse, would be. toying with time o‘n dis- 

®?er© r without any hope of a c helving anything Si thin
^ f r-t 1 ^  1751181 be recognised that to fight - 

heid should no^ be to accept or reject it but to divert ^ s '  (/ 
course by a method that its effects may act as a boomerang on 1



the sponsors thereof yet foster the spirit of self-help, 
self-reliance and complete economic independence for our 
race,

HOW TO ACHEIVE THIS.

Natal, thanks to the awakeness of some chiefs, has 
launched a scheme for the raising of a national fund, A 
modest beginning was made in 1945, but progress has been so 
slow that it became imperative to devise other means likely 
to meet the exigencies of the situation. Early this year I 
published a pamphlet in which I advanced certain ideas which 
I later improved and revised in a series of articles in the 
Ilanga lase Natal. During my recent cross-countiy tour with 
Senator Dr. E,H,Brookes I took the opportunity of urging the 
raising of a mammoth fund by means of cattle. At a meeting 
held at Nongoma, on the motion of the Princes of the Zulu 
Hoyal House? application was made to the Government for 
Prince Cyprian ka Solomon to convene a meeting of chiefs 
at the Royal Place, The meeting held on the 22nd and 23rd 
October, 1949, accepted in principle the raising of a big 
national fund for the establishment of industries and for 
the general economic development of the reserves, A consti
tution therefor is being drawn which will be submitted to 
the next meeting of chiefs next year. There were 118 chiefs, 
and with the indunas the meeting was attended by more than 
500 people.

Behind the scheme is the idea of raising a representa
tive deputation to the Government to appealfcr the opening 
up of Maputaland reputed to be malaria infested, which at 
the moment appears to be no-man*s land, I cherish the hope 
that the whole of this vast country may be turned into a 
big sugar-cane field with its own mill and ancillary busi
nesses, By this means we hope to absorb a I^rge population 
and thereby relieve congestion in some of the reserves.Our 
eyes are cast in the wheat growing areas which could be en
couraged to produce more wheat for our mills. From this 
brief indication it w ill be seen that to succeed we must 
raise millions of poundsf we must get around us a body of 
experts to assist and guide our efforts. We do not believe 
in the non-collaboration idea. We believe we can succeed 
only i f  African leadership can form a formidable team and 
work as one man in the interests of the whole. We do not 
favour the spirit of hate; rather do we believe in goodwill 
towards all save those who would exploit us for their own 
ends,

I commend these ideas to my co-leaders in the hopê  
that they may get out of the tendency of dancing to Mr, 
Whitemenrs tune everlastingily. Let us seek salvation in our 
own way and by our own means with such assistance as our 
shortcomings may require.

13th, December 1949, 
P.O.Box 155, 
Pietermaritzburg.



V0uHTaEu~-UR3 kONUL.JHT Cl&EERATIuNS : TUB POINT Off VIEW

OP THE AFRICANS.

<r.

This Conference of the African Nation;-1, Congress held at 
Bloemfontein on the 16th December, 1949 desires to placeon  
record it a judgment on the Voortrekkers konumerrt Celebrations 
and the meaning of HAngane’ s Day to the Africans#

~Qn the 16th of Becember 18 38 the African people in Natal 
under the leaHdrship of their King Dingane, made supreme sac- 
rijr^Cn defence of their homeland and their inherent and their 
inalienable rights. Since then not only in Natal but in otn©  ̂
p a r t s  of Sotth Africa, the African people hmve continued a 
less struggle against the same forces for the s a m e  cause and in the 
*M18 anirit inspired th?ir forefathers, namely,African s
^ r S n l u o n s n d  Independence. On this toy it behooves all Africans 
to rededicate themselves to the same cause as a people.

The motive behind the Voortrekkers Konumen^, 
c me clear some weeks ago.when Dr. E.G.Jansen, tne oh^irman 
Ternium* Voortrekkers* Monument Celebrations announoed 
Europeans werevwelcomed at the Celebrations, 5 ^
th-'t the Afriom people had no share in oh^se celebrations, in this

disclosed that the

Africa are determined to enshrine in “ artle t £ « 5  dis-
of r-ri^l end colour exclusiveness and white 6 mination, tneir 
r L S d ft S w  wi shes of the majority popul^ttion, and their con- * 
temptuous philosophy contained in the gpamruix Crondwet that *****  
* * 1 1  be no equality between black and white in Church and in State 
Under these circumstances the Voortrekkers Lonument stands as a re
minder to future generations of Europeans of the struggle tn dsori 
bewteen Europesns a n d M ? i  cans. In the minds of the Africans, this 
monument sttads as 4 ® ^  for a determined perpetuat:ion of the _
■hntaful memory of past clashes between white ® d black in 
ifrio  ̂ -̂rid "s an incentive for the maintenenoa of the unnational,' 
d ^ e s t a S e  *«hrirtian spirit of white doom * ion over, As-
crimin-tion sgainrt, and denial of full deoocratic and numan rig.it» 

for Afrioans. /

Congress deplores the perpetuation of this spirit of colour 
exclusiveness and white domination, notwithstanding the fact,that* . 
nothin^ of permanent value orbf any sigidttsasEa significancey in 
South Africa was ever done by the Voortrekkers or their descenders 
without the assistance or participation of the Africans.

Congress is  convinced that as long as this spirit or attitude 
prevails amongst the Europeans intthis country there cannot oe any 
permaaBBfct peace between the races in South Africa*Any n tionhood 
which the Europeans attempt to establish by themselves to the ex
clusion of the majority of the inhabitants will always rest on a 
shaky foundd; iop and will be doomed to fall. /

The African'S*- cherished a fervent hope that the Voortrekkers 
Celebrations will be used as a means of effecting a permanent 
settlement of whatever wrongs and differences which have existed 
to impair the good race relations so essential for the progress 
of the © untry. $ '

In view of the attitude shown during these celebrations this 
Conference of the African National Congress calls upon all Africa*!?

"Ticeforth to seek %n their own way under Congress leadership
* f  self-MdV)HnceTnent of self-defence; nd of self-pre *ervatofo 

by |£iempelves with all the forces of Democracy and good
will In tbi s or any other country,}

\ i . * v
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A S k £>ooo IX
Introduction:-

Chairlady,their worship the Mayor and mayoress,Honourable guests,friends.
I have been called upon to give a brief report on the activities of one abov e 
club.

HISTORY AID BIRTH 0? CJJU3:-

This club t' oug1 less than year old dates back as far as April 19 ..angse
though it way sound yet it is sim ple.In  this year 1946 the dearned .
wise that we at Germiston should start an ’’Adult's  Domestic Science bourse'1 
which should last for a duration of a year after which we were left to the 
best of our a b ilit ie s .

At the expiration of that period we then re-applied for the conti luatian 
of these classes and we were granted permission hence the "3HIT " of the 
"GEHLIIoTO Zii] TZJiLiS CLUB".

'"ever-the-less ’-re did not a ffiliate  with the Central Club until late 
October 1 0 4 3 .Since , however, we have become very ctive and the number of 
members likewise has increased tremendously(consistin' of 2 2 ) .

..nanc- o? s il v e r  t jAq :-

7e occasionally hold what we ca 11 "t>XL\rer  TjjIAo " and it is eat such gathering 
s that we are able to absorb lectures that are morally and intellectually 
educative. The first oilver Tea for the current year was held at the resident 
ce^.rs 'gema and Hrs Bottoman acted as 2nd hostess to Rrs '.gema.

These Silver Teas are opened to the public and held at the residence o 
the members and the hostess has the opportunity of receiving guests and 
catering for them and keeping them intellectually and socially entertained.

'ithin the current year we have had no less than 10 such gatherings.

..-LaZ? ijS.IliiRS CQTJild-St-

In addition to these Silver Teas we again meet wit! all other brandies 
at the Refreshers Course. At these courses there are members sel/ected from 
each of the various clubs to demonstrate on hatever they think w ill be 
beneficial to us a ll  viz:- Cookery ... . ( i )  Icing of cakes suchas "v/edding cakes 
etc . p r e s e r v e s .. .  ( ii)3?ru:'.ts,vegetables etc. ,

SOiZlkX 0? CL .3 ,/OIl .

Club-work I feel is of very great importance and above it all beneficial 
in that it encourages sell-help and self-reliance,and in that alone you 
find jleasure and take :ride in being able I;o ere te. some thing and turning 
out a success and p rsonally feel that it sho Id be compulsory that every 
woman should at least join some club or other for by so doing one is able 
to exchange ideas and thus preserve not only foods but also one's knowledge 

/e at Germiston-1 must say, have mad® a mark on the map and it goes 
with out sa that we are really making what I would term, istor , in
that Germiston has bean a popular centre for the efreshers Course, being 
patronised by a ll  the clubs.

It  is a-pleasure when we get together at these meetings and it is^ 
suprising at the amount of work one can put in, i such a s otttime, or 
we only meet twice ner week i .e .  Wednesdays is set asiae for cookery.
Fridays for feeble-work. Cur llotto at Germiston is.*-Only the 33st is oo< 

enough.
In closing I wo' ld say, thanks to you one and all and to all other 

fellow members:- "le t ’ s keep on keeping on". Again a big TilVK YOU.
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