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ty dear Doctor Xutna,

The Rev Z .Mahabane has sent me a duplicate 

of a letter he has addressed to you,and the letter is reminiscent 

of one I wrote to you some time ago'rat your own request conveyed 

through Dr Ho ro lea, and also my own personal request to you for a  

brief interview at Johannesburg last- May.

t  arn patiently awaiting your reply and leadership to 

the above-mentioned overtares,asfacially to the direct question 

fro"? iir Mahabane.

Hoping for a speedy and favourable answer,I am 

yours sincerely,



Afyc. f  Ho os
/  k£EX

& 4% * k 4 u  p h o e n l

N t 1.
October, S, 19U-/,

The secret ry, 
u&ntu ^elf re Trust,
P. 0. riox 97,
Johannesburg,

Dear Sir,
I am writing on behalf of the Ohl^nge Im titu t*  Board 

of Truste-s to pi ac* before the tf&ntu Welfare Trust a request for 
financi 1 aid lr. con action with the raising of funds for the further 
dvelopu.ent of ohlange Institute.

The attached circular, r hlch e h ve prepared especi lly 
for the raising of funds • .mongst African* # *. iv s î o ething o the h 
history of the Institution, its pfcresent or^anisat loa, nd Its needs,

•<« hrve launched a campaign to r ise £20,000 during the next 
two years, Up to now we have received wide and «  ging support 
from *ifrie. n -eople in 11 ^lks of life , ithin the province of A t 1, 
here we have for the meantime confined our . n. Our list of 

donors tnnliftii business u m 9 minister*, teahhers, 'loctors chiefs, 
h^r l l t s ,  clerks, roci I or ers,^nd politicians, e atar intend 
to iu-ke pponls to the Afri n tanon n ho ha* consistently given, 
In  the past, his little towards the support this school,

we h pe to raise from among the jtfricans, £5,000 from the 
Europe ns and Ind ns,and we appeal to the Bantu - elf re Trust to 
give us & ; ,r- nt of ,£~5. S00 to make cl0 ,000 .

ith this amount, a re hopeful that we ah 11 be able 
to r ise from Cover -*nt sources another £ 10 ,000  to reach our target 
of £20,000 , It shall not b e sy , but e have had %M  ve 
promises that if  we can ri iae an amount such a* we h ve indies ted 
from private sources,the government dep rtments ould consider putting 
in their -h-re to r  ise their total.

Our r. eds re most pre ,ing;

i.i %■' . * ■>.'■> i

Our clessro ms at the present time &re scattered ell over 
the eampus. Classes r e  conducted herever ->e a  n find >n empty room 
to house them. And most of the plant used mm classrooms onslats of 
old iron bull ings hlch are now most u suitable for that purpose. The 
only dep. r ?nt that i-. or o rly housed is the inouptri-l 8e- fcrtm ?nt.

We enclose a photograph of this bull ing.

The i.-/>Y
Our u&y school which caters for the educational needs 

of a large surrounding African community on private lands is housed 
in three old iron bull dings, two of which used to house In he ol n 
day* the printing pr sa of the * Il&nga la*e  ^atal^Th ey  re i l l  
venti ted, now ad mo at beyond repair, nd 11 fi • d for the present 
use. Our roil is about threa hundred, and e could take in bout 100 
more ch Idren if  only had room. The ne rest mi .~d n choul is about 
four mil as -way in one direction, and the other is ?> mile* In the 
opposite direction. On ac ourit of ur Lack of funds and the poor 
eccoromodfcti >n st our dis osal, e even thought of losing do&n the 
school, but the n eds of the peoole ere so Insistent we bad to carry 
on.

H. W: . . .

T , H-:u :-.u:
e hfcve at present on our staff, including the Day e hool 

29 teachers but 1Si ere is only one staff house on the school premises 
and even that o e i* a mud- rick cottag* build by Dr Dub* for 
himself In 1915* This cor t-&e l i  * t  present oc upied by m r head ster, 

hllest the Principal nd hi a family occupy an Altered wing of the 

x^irls1 Hostel, For a at ble and contented staff, we need home* on the 

campus for orar ta ff , who t present have to es ve their ives at heir  

father*' homes, or rent r  oms In  the neighbourhood.This nor only ent; ils



long &lke to .na froia .chool for the te ch^rs oncerued, ut l«o 
leavee u* shorthand  In v^^hvC. to the sup rvlsien *nd the ,:«neral 
anduot of r?x;ra-nur 1 ctivi *?«.

with the £5 ,000  Indicated In o«r progra.na.e, e .Ian to b H  
a JPr.inci -I 'a house, M- staff cot -ges and a r-. Ohelory and lining r om 
for single te cfaere,

■ AThJR AHB

Because of the new developments which • •# h ve in mind, 
our present titer nd 1:1 hting »yflt«® i l l  prove in de u-te. ^ad we 
h  v® pie/ uad therefore to extend heee , s6 hat these es enti 1 

ervlces will prove equal to :,he new dew-nde.
I might say, final y, that our b rd of trustees is  

particularly well fitted Co or anise , guide nd direct these new 
'i-velop. m ts , e have on the Board & roup of repT senr tive nd well 
known Africans or king togefclfcar «lth a group of ex per enced European 
buninase men and n ex* ri^nced educationist: r T. .G r ife .s is  is  
proprietor of T. .3ri; * Go,, Bookse.U*rnt ■ir .A .O f ispbell is 
Chair an of irectors , Nat 1 Est&t^s L t d .; Mr f .T .  itchell is nagsr 
of an In ^ur nee concern , and :=.r i>. ok ftalaoln is ex- Chief Inspector 
of stive Education H t l .

These men are an a auranee th t any grant that the 
Trust aiay decide to give us 111 be used to the very best advantage in  
pu ting thro gh tuese schemes, h lch ,... re for the elffere of African youth 
and tile development of frie pyo 1« s a Viole.

ith these explanatory statements I now beg to place 
before the frust our a peal for a grant of *.3300 towards the development 
of Ohl nge Institute.

Xours faithfully,
••ii,<.-?d: t1 nixulu

M n o l p & I

Under separate cover I an setwMftfcing for the better information of 
the Trust the • o L© ing photographs o the school and the ork of 
the school.

The Boys' Host9 .
The Girls* , ,
The Indutri 1 block.
The r  .<. try ^aop.

The Tailoring shop.
The Leathering *hop.
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Notice

The meeting of the Bantu Welfare Trust v ill be held In the office  
of Lt, Colonel J.Oo-wldson P . 3 , 0 . , A . B.C.Chambers, aft 11 .00  a ,a .  

on Friday 10th October,!947,

l a  a  N P A  

1* Conf irraa tion of ainutee,

2 . *AM_.f roa ..the alnuleB.

(a) Op^irton property.

(b) Oversees publicity for South Afries.

(e) Sprimjbok Leg!on - report.

(d) African Surveyors,

( » )  B , r . . L .  >n<? Springbok Legio n .

(f )  Council of N'on—̂ UT’oo-fcn Trade Jnlona - r e u e r t f ^ * '^ * ^ * 1'

(g) National Meatorial Mewl tla Founi*tlon - report!^***^*^

(h) ;v'or»aka—J«.baru seto -.>!-* - report,

(i )  Public U tiM ty  Comp&ray,

( j )  ii.Si.S .Ngcvab#*

(k )  S . anyo s1 .

3. -Aa:iLV:fe.U..n«,tar.^a JLs.fr .n&»

(a) Tr n«vsal Tnt-r^-nomtn lions 1 A^ric; n ^lnlsterss1 Assn.
ŷvyf--'fe»'* r ft J fcv* -F; "

l« ir
- •*>—.

(b) Lydenburg &ntu econr'-ry School - for a ^u^lding loan,

(c) iridgraen Memorial Hosoital-for » grunt.

(d) dlth Ntis- - for a i-r^nt to enable her to take

u r g i n g .  5-rv-î &“
.— --------------- \ "

(e) Ingathering Appeal (seventh D; y Adventidts) for a grant,

4 .  Bantu Sport* Club,

5 . Soohieto-'n Youth Club*.

6 . Letters of thanks

(a) Girl Wfcy arers1 Association,

(b) L ..: . a.Ngf'vf h».

7 .  D^nsld^on  Awards,

2 9 /9 /4 7



MI NUT "'3 OF THE M ATING Of THK 3ANTU ELFARjE 
TRUST HSLD IN THE O ’FICK OF LT. COLONEL J . 
:;ONALD.;ON D .S .Q . ON THE 5th a^PT :,H ,1 »7 .

Lt. Colonel J.Donaldson D. j.O. (Chairman), mT J .D .
H he Inal it Jones, Dr A.B.Xuma, Mr jiintin .*hyte, Mr P .R . 
Mosaka, Mr G.H.R.iidfnunds and Dr Ray Phillips.

In at endance: the iatant Secretary. I

uPQLQGI ^

The Rt. Hon. J.H.Hoffceyr.

OOMFIRttATIOH 6 F MlMU J&

The minutes of the meeting held on the Sth August, 1 ^ 7  
having been circulated, were taken as re&d and were

confirmed.

W l 's K a  ARISING FROM THE -mUTES

(a) Delegation to Swuth est A fr ica : Mr ulntln *«hyte 
reported that rs Sal linger who was a member of the 
proposed delegation to South West Africa had vdth»3rawa.
She 5 ad b-̂ en appointed to two government co missions and 
stated that although she was anxious to accompany the 
delegation,and might be free to go in six months* time, 
she wac ur^ble to continue on the delegation at present.
The Chairman stated that his main r e  son for his proposal 
to send a d legation to South *est Africa, as to advise 
the Natives there to oppose Incorporation of their country 
with the Union unless they were granted suitable 
representation In parliam ent.If the ^ le g a t io n  wa# not 
i/oing to do th is , then he felt that it  was not going to 
serve the purpose he had in view, and there \i& b therefore 
no point in sending it . Dr Xuma and ter Mosaics supported
tue 0 airman and stated that already visitors and government 
officials  had b en going round the country,and unless there 
was an African member on the delegation,it would re eive 
very little  cooperation from the inhabitants of the 
te itory,and our purpose ould be defeated. After a 
le gthy discussion in which several proposals «ere made,

IT ftAti AQRSED that the idea of the delegation should oe abandoned.

(b) Qnhlrton property: The Secretaries reported that the 
Governor General to v ham th«y had vrixted had replied that 
he Iv d referred our application to his minister*. On the 

proposal of ar tto&aka,

IT  wrtS huhfjiili that another letter should be rltt,*n to the ^ec-retatry 
for Native A f f a U f .

(c ) Afri- n vjrtlats: reported that Sekoto was going t® 
Paris towards the latter half of September. He was paying 
himstslf for his v isit  overseas and was stil looking to 
the Trust for assista«ee.

IT ..-iS to make him a , r nt of

(d ) Native Cooperative Sftclat e s :~ reported that the 
Secret ry for Native Affairs h'=*<i replied that they are 
at present considering the appointment of an o  ̂ leer to 
organise C perative Societies.



(e) Public Utility Com;any: reported that the sub
committee had not W e n  able to m^et as Mr Rheln&llt Jones

as «. ay fro® Johan esburg curing the month of August.

Noted

(f )  i.frlc n Trade Union Teohnlcal Advisory Go mlttee: 
There was no report.

noted

( g) Oversees Publicity for >.*.Africa: The Assistant 
Secretary tallied a memorandum l i f m l  oh t was proposed 
periodically to prepare publications on South African 
conditions for local and overseas consumption.

IT I ,-1.1 i)SP TO Aag the Institute of Kace Relations to prgpare
f  nod el nt a suitable? pamphlet for pu M l  t.lon along the 
U n e e  r.roppcgi nd submit it  at the next me t l M  Of the 
Trust.

(h) Afrlc n urveyors: reported that np re-ly h;^d been 
received yet rrom tbe Department of Native Affairs.

Noted

(1) 3prlnabiJt Legion: o report available.

Noted

( j )  J .L .V abasa : No report.

Ho ted

(k) fteclprocil r.iamber&hlp: The Assistant Secretary read 
a let «r from the lai'ioa&l ^ar Moaottal Health Foundation 
requesting the Trust to exchange reciprocal aembers with 
their Association.

M L  ■*A3 JPiuClMi.P to Inform the secretary of the Nation.-! ar Memorial 
Health Foundstl n that the Trist as prevented tor its  
couatltutlon from exch n, log. neabere vjtb tfaoa ana to 
st> to that tvo mewbers of the Trust were already t vim; 
2IL their commit t*»««s,

AfrjriL-C^TlQHtt FOR AS. I^T->MCk:

(a ) L.M .a.Ngcwabe:- for assistance to publish a book of 
Xhosa poems.

I_i; .b D.Al D ^ _ t p  accept _l;.r_. Kerr’ s recommendation that he should be
a 'A pL Of IhQ on oonait' on that be ftcknowleaped 

the aso and donated a copy to the
Institute of "ac e  Relations^"

(b) nation 1 -ouncll of African »omen ( ^ndfontein frr.Knea)* 
for a grant f̂co refs' "ih'iir nursery school."

IT vi.n.s 1) L.I to refer their aoi.lloption to the *iatlonal Council for 
Child >.elf .re.

(c) Oirl .-ayrarers .^aociatlon : for an annual grant of 
£.200"for  the running and is <itT£enc nee of a jar for their 
organiser.

IT  WAS Di-CIL J> to rnuke a gr.nt of £200 and to inform them that the 
rust .as not prepared to a ke an animal grant, but i f  

they made n application at the end of twelve months, it  
would 1 aya be on-ldered.



, (d) Keith Nkablnde;- for a loan of £240 to enable
him to take law .-'

I- - apt to uccsatot Uae io*tn.

(e ) ffilMard fcianyoai:— for a loan of i&QO to enable him 
to take law. The Secretaries reported that they had 
reouesfcec him to provide sureties and testimonials of 
character and they had not yet received a reply.

Noted

(f )  iLR.Kmndela: - for an Increase of the lo£.n he had 
v ceived from the Tryst by £102.

I I  . OK ./,p to &rant the loan subject to his being ible to pro dupe 
sureties to cover the additional amount.

B . £ . S . L :-

e ter was read from the B .E .S .L .  proposing to form 
a sub-committee to administer the £1000 which had been 
given by the Trust for the welfare of African  
ex-volunte era«

1 1 . r. I. ^s ttot tie Trust, should Itself  fora the uub-cosiqtte 
end lnylt* the D.l .S .L  end the springbok Legion to 
aprtj.nt their national Secretaries to serve onrthis 
b u b-» coraall t tee.

COUNCIL OF NQlMSimoPl-JJI TRADE OBIOMS-

The secretaries reported that a new ^.ecT*etary had been 
elected at their annual conference, and as nothing had 
been het-rd from the prevous secretary about the Trust's 
proposal m.de three months ago that their Council 
should appoint an official to collected membership fees 
it was neces ary that he should be Approached on this 
matter.

i «  »**  m at  t*T mos .ka. should a seer l in from the officials of
the Council why'''this o fficial baa not been appointed.

ijAIIOM.o. IB ;ufeIMOHlAL FOUflPATI H

A letter was read from the Nation'll Secret ry ©f the 
National . &r Memorial Haalth Foundation asking to me^t 
the Trust about the poa ibl Ity of obtaining a grunt 
for their non-£urop*&n work.

IT Aa AQftaSj) to form a sub-commltt ;e consisting of the Shf4riaan.
Dr jfainaf Mr Sdmunds. Or nay Pfallljpe and Ur Hhoiqalut 
■Tones ~tolaee5~t?a&s deottatl n,‘

itUHOKA- JAQAYti TO Nl HIPS

The chalritan reported fcbottthe conditim s at these tvo 
Tov’nshlpe and read a Xe* ter from the O n a g e r  of the 
Johannesburg .municipal Native Affairs Deo&rtment offering  
to cooperate with the Trust In providing educational 
facl ltles for the squatter** camps, tie put forward t o 
alternative proposals:

(a) That the Trust might cooperate vith the 
manicipslity by undertaking to pay to the 
Council the excess of ?/ interect ji v*hich
the Council considers neoeysary to cover 
redemption charges nd 3>©lrteEaace costs, over 

the interests payable by the Government.

lb) Thfflt the Trust should otake an outright



rant of £1000 to enable the .Tab-vu school committee 
o complete a school  bullcing of eight class rooms 

tow rds the erection of hleh the Council ad already 
given *he value of £2SC in the form of braese blocks.

IT  frftS L'uX,I0 ID TOU ar olnt a sub-ooa&lttee jonalstlag of Dr Ray 
J i i l l ipa ( t /onv enor^  ^ir ^B^;oaajraa. Mr RhelQalli_J

-ill
a n

Edmundsd ;r E
d to spend ill______ on uny »

Bub->cornraittee aliAt Hj.ree to 
of "  r

m:sjt
T T 7 T T W

o h e rs "sa la r ie s .

Mr uintin byte stated that he had been informed that 
a site >,ould be ^r? nted for the school so that the tents 
uould be used.

AH.MJAL Kr-JOhT 

IT *AS AGREED to

looted

thousand conies of the aont 
oh a h o u id W v e  a picjnre of T o ! * "

Pt

of the annual 
>lonel .;onul«Ton,
amended, bL .gr

ich ohouxd ĥ -ve a pi ture 
and to adopt  the title LIV-..S rec ar-ienc
TthTiirrt Joaoa as *n f ijrourlate title - ken I'rom 
Fvofqa ■jpr Hoerixle1 s book.

A^, laTAHT ah ^ T A t g

*lr uintin whyte atated that the Aaalatant Secretary had 
been invited to serve on the «itwatersrand Technical 
advisory Committee of tne National tfar Memorial Health 
Foundation and wished to know i f  he had pernsisalon to 
ao ept the Invitation.

IT. WA8 D^CIfl&D to grant portal at-ion

Tills concluded the business.

-QOC

wBK.
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sAINUTES Or* THE M INTING Ot' TH £ uAWtU wELKARE 
Tr?JoT M'-.LL I.- THv. OFrI j T .

PON LDoON P .b .O . w THE 10th OCTO -.1 .47.

Lt. colonel J.Don ldson D .S .Q  (Gh I r a n )  Dr Ray Hilllips  
Cr. R . I . 0 # lo fc # ,T h e m a , Mr . i * ' ,Hunter, dr ulntln hyte, Mr 
J.L .R heinallt  J o n e s , and Dp A .j.Xum a.

In attendance: the A let.ant iecretary.

The Rt. on. J .i .H o f  yr, nd r G.H.H.h,dmunda.

UOMyr-KATXOM 0F MIHUTia

(a) The minute# of the *ting held on the th ieptem er  
1947 haring been circulated, ere taken as resd and were 
confirmed.

(b) The minutes ol' the special meeting held on the 19th 
;eptem er,19^7» e*e read and conflr *ed.

RISING yFQ;. fj Hii INU

(a) 'iphlrion croperty: Afperted iat the Native cow 1 si ner 
had lready Bent his recoin* endatlon to the Secretary for 
Native At' airs, for the approval of the transfer.

rioted

(b) Overseas Publicity feor a . A frica : e orted that the 
nstltute'e  fftiblioatl ns Qfi'icer ~# sv.ay on les-ve and

haft not been able to attend to thl# mat,ter.

Noted

(c) opr 1 nRbok ,.e,.ion: r Rheina 1 t o es reported favour- bly 
abojit the Legion anS recommended a gr-nt.

IT m3 frl.cl D to_ ruaJke ft monthly tr^nt of for thr>e month# frfter 
which tlie poaitl n hould be rev e ed.

(d) Training of Afrl n uur -e, ora: No reply received from 
the Native Aft rs ept> rt.,ent.

Noted

(e) --elfare of a.frlc n -oldlers: Reported that the 
> rlngBoknLeg-on-h8d~A^oln ed r 1 1  s. a net the ii .& .S .L ,  

Colonel fcayer to the cotuulotee formed by the Trust to 
adalnlster the L, >00 :hlch ae given for th# e fere of 
African £> Idlers.

Noted

IT > Aa D'LCli’tiU to ^y iolnt r G.il.R. L<3b unds nd Cr R.V .^elope Thema 
to serve on this o iftittee,'and air fldKiunqlTr 
af his alternate, to be toe rh lr an.

IT Ab fr'UMTHuR ;.Li to uae the aaatu Press lor 
for at,ion of this cont . ltt-e.

( f ) out (-11 of non-.uropan of Tr-ode Uni n s : No report a# 
available.

PRESENT



' > ..1 - 1 tfQMQfrUtflt «r Rheinall*
v  JonM Wported '.vo %ue iuT.ervlee of Dr ... 1 y of the

National '-?«* Manorial Health ro u n it io n . He t ted ti:»t a 
their national ue eal had only just, o «n leanched, the Trust 
might %mt% and m tch  public rvetjonse before deciding to waike 

r at.

reed
'<• '• . f't'V • V • . '  ̂ • ’£*?£ SgUg IvJfe * ' \w'. .:...

(h) . orofra ckools: Dr Hill lips stated that be nd the 
Assistant Secretary had 1stted the schools at Morofca three 
times and that fter aklng iae stiv a tio n s , ho bad psld the 
teachers' salaries : n<3 rougbt then up to £5 ‘Soh per month 
to the end of August. Ho aieo gave a report of the m ating  
of the Soroka school 3Ub-co trait tee with Mr uller of the 
Provincial Education Department. He stated th t : ording to Ur 
Muller, the Pr vinci«1 Council ould place at tho disposal 
of the Trutot a tt*= m of African bull ees if tho inlster of 
Labour could exempt the school fro® the «*ge rteternination*
An ppllcetlon had b en ado for thla eru p tio n , end the 
Provincial Council had also b*»?n asked I f  it could consider 
giving the Truut a £1 for £1 subsidy and n% the a'me time 

y r n t  gr«nt on the 1 ust 'a  contribution to the school.
Dr Phillips st- ted that slonid thewafcSteet gbeern ««t  pfy 
i lie subsidy, then the Trust ould be ble to build t o 
schools Instead of one. The Ghalrinan offered to rite to the 
Minister of L hour about the ap li* tlon.

(ij  rubtlc utility o n j : r imailt Jones stated tkat 
at tne request Of theeuo-oommlttee, ho had drafted a 
jus loranduin of association of the proposed Public Utility  
Com; ny, The draft ould be circuit rlsod mong the Trustees 
in due course.

Hot ad

(J ) -U :.i>. -t-:c aba: The secretaries reported that they n&d 
noticed that hen the Bantu Literature /und was or %  ted, It 
vas meant for loan and not for grants, and they h- d informed 
i r Sgcwabe that he had b*?*m gr? nted a lo n and not a a bs : dy 
as the Trust h d dec! ted.

This • tl n as confirmed 

(k) ft. n o s l : Reported t><at he hud not 9fct found sursties.

rioted

A : u  Tl N>> fph ,

(a) Transvaal Interdenom natl Pal African minister a octet ton 

or a grant,

IT aw u 1 ; not to ke a , rant.

(b) yisnburfc. a^ntu .eoon .. ry ch«> >1: for a bull Ing grant.

IT jib Sib.ci £ij HOT to i-cake e ffffant

jjrloKKtaa ..lectorlftl ros oltal: for & grant.

IT  I - -U to n ke i’ » r nt of o^O.

(d )adltaa fitlsa: for a (>ur ; ry to enable er to tv in  as a 
nur .

IT rh-s u wj[; ^ . not to tfeke a <,r nt.

(? ) aarveat T.n; ; tharlng Aopeal: for j rant.

It' -«• .. ! :x? not to ■ e . . r nt.



v \ r;  .. . . ^ ■•r<»hCijoah^m) ; f r i 'i t.

If  Dk- IL*J) not o ticks grant.

(g) ^atn  Animal -elt"- re .on-ety: tor a grant,

-T .,;1:• p not to te a  ̂rant.

(h) uurbuii t),.nta > .,*?■* tlve o ;le ty : For a building great,

21— ■.■■V..." I___- to obt .jn more Inform al n.from tup Joh^n e Joint
council.

J>vfe UUii.- xMoOU ARL~iS;

The »eoret*>rles states that the response to the advertice
ment* ## the A m &d#h*d been very poor wad nly four rum90
h h Ti u-. • ’ 01 .

IT i 'A k i W  Ai VhRf I ,& ;-GAIfl

u . CH ;

The $0cretarles wished to know i f  the Trustee* desired 
x«y to continue uning v- nig ve embossed letterheads.

If As *<ate£D to have or < ivry rlnt on the let erheds.

.O .C .C . .all, IMP i U ■>

The t>eeretarles stated that it  woiild be neoe ■s.ry for the 
Trust to deolde hether It  a going to say the building 
c\<-- ounti , >sj»e ***i < ,'v*c\  of t--e ■ *u: l-"U-on tjtre,
sad then reimbur e it elf M*aa th«* itm artmant of &eel£l 
^elfnre rid the «oa-*-<- ran a f lr« uid their ah res of 
^ie accounts, as those • > r nents have stated that they 
will only be b it  to pay parfcod 1 < . hey 3Iso stated 
that the Johannesburg ity C-ounc l ,h »d  do at lead to m ke n 
a o it i ’TJb.l gr at of £ 5000 to arda the building but this 
8?iib \ ould only be available after the beginning of their 
next fin; ncl 1 y m r ,  i;# *une 1

It  ' >- I * lijaY the ■■■<..*. toi el ’ re rm st  should jay .1 the u.Q. .C
an4-XeiiaW^e ltgejj. aa fepj receive - yiueots 

froct the Mon—fcur^pet-n Affairs Depart t e n t . .n d the 
. g_ll._re .» rtnen t .

JfOH .W-MIoING -, : Y OK , . 0.' ....

The Chairman reported that the Organising Secretary of the 
iJon&ldson Orlando Cos unity Centre h&d discus ed with Hi,m 
the po it'ibility of a £,rant to e able him to purchase a 
a oar for u in onneetioa ith t >.e Centre.

IT • ■-,-• Lii-wl . 0 to 6k hliH to upuly through the .î Ktrd of , c  »>--'Hent of 
the enfcre.

This concluded the bus! ess.

tlN
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f\ /v/ / /m l  The University of the Witwatersrand,
. 2. r°! Milner Park

JOHANNESBURG
October 12, 1947

THE LIF7TING OF AFRICAN JOURNALISTS, AUTHOR, etc.
DECEMBER, 1S47 

at
_______________________ BLOEviFONTEIN_____________________

GENERAL_ opinion and feeling among African writers, authors and 
journalists strongly indicates that the time is most opportune for 
summoning together, at a most convenient Diace, a meeting of all 
linguistic groups. A circular was sent early in August 1247 to some 
authors and journalists. It revealed a cross-cut opinion favouring 
a LQ as the most convenient place where the first meeting could
pe held, just one or two days before the general conference of the 
Airican National Congress, in December.

Since this meeting will be primarily meant to formulate schemes of 
operation, and methods of approach to problems which engage all African 
linguistic^scholars, authors and journalists or newspaper"men, it is 
generally felt that it must be most representative. In’ order to achieve 
the representative aspect of this proposed meeting, this circular is 
addressed to active writers representing the following groups in 
oouth Africa:-

(i) Sotho-Chuana, Nguni, Shangane, etc., authors 
(ii) African authors and journalists using the medium of 

English snd Afrikaans 
(ill) The African Ministers’ Association 
(iv) The different Teachers1 Unions and Associations, and 
(vj Any organised bodies, other than those mentioned above, who 

are interested in the growth of literary art among the
Africans.

There are many burning literary questions relative to Orthography, 
Authors Royalties, Assisting budding writers, African Academy,
African owned Press, etc., ■ - l' ’

The enormity of the task before_the proposed meeting seems to call for 
Riore than a one day’s meeting. Beside the ordinary meeting wherein 
there will be the shaping out of things, there is necessity to have 
2  J ^ t  two or more eminent persons to give enlightening talks on 
what their experience in the field of writing or contact with the 
outside world, have been. It may be of assistance, for instance, to 
know how Afrikaans literature and Academy have grown to be what they 
are Within such a short period. And in this connection two names of’ 
Axrikaans authors have been cited as possible men to give a talk to 
the meeting. Further^ some names of Africans have been suggested to 
lead a aiAggOsilon on the possibility and great need of establishing 
an Airican Press.

The aim of convening this meeting is of national importance, and no
nation can expect to assess the shape of things to come, to build its
o»n culture and civilisation, to voice its feelings and to educate
public opinion, without a strong press and internationally recognised 
v/nters.

———_° - ' -1 - (i) To hold the meeting for TWO days "just *before th'
conference of the African National Congress' 

lii) 'To have two or three talks by leading oersons 
in the literary field.

,.<ILL YOU OR YOUR ASSOCIATION BE REPRESENTED?

Please send in your suggestions for a tentative program. An Action 
Committee is bein^ formed in Johannesburg to assist in drafting1 such 
a program. £our timely assistance is urgently solicited.

Yours faithfully,

DR B.W.VTLAKAZI
CON'/w 0t?
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Aft*-4110 d
TEXT OF SPEBCH: Delivered by - - A. George Daly. M .D ., United States, L;R .C.

P. & S. Edinburgh; L .R .S .P . &  S . Glasgow. Vice-President of the African

Acadeiry of Arts & Research; Chairman West Indian Conference Committee; Mem
ber of the board, Carver Loan Association.

Dr. Daly’ s speech was delivered during Open House and viewing of AFRICA HOUSE, 

at 459 West 140th Street, on Sunday, October 12th, 1947, in a meeting of the 
Academy,

Mr. Chairman, our distinguished Delegates to tte United Nations, Ladies 
and Gentlemen:

This is a historic hour in the history of the African academy. It is there
fore a distinct honor for me to welcome you in an hour and period such as this, 

our first public meeting in AFRICA HOUSE, the building purchased by the Academy. 

This is indeed a dream come true - a dream for which we have worked to realize. 

Today, we are gathered within these walls, representing Africa, Haiti, America 

the West Indies and Europe - all hoping and dreaming of one thing, human brother
hood. Each of you represent the embodiment of what this building intends to 

accomplish. You have therefore become its emmisaries of goodwill to carry its 

message of a clearer understanding of Africa wherever you may go, or wherever 
you may find yourselves.

AFRICA HOUSE, is an embodiment of tears, sweat and enormous sacrifices, and 
will be dedicated to the service of Africa nd the world next year about this 

time when it will have its official opening. Africa will be given sufficient 

time to send her delegates of gpodwill to participate in the ceremonies.

Less than four years ago, the African Academy of Arts and Research came intr 

being. It was founded by Africa's own son, I refer to none other than our friend, 
and brother, K. Ozuomba Mbadiwe. He had an extreme fondness and great enthu

siasm for his country, this same fondness soon swept us into the fold of his 
'"reams - a dream for a greater tommorrow for Africa, a continent which but a 

Tew years ago was known to us as "darkest Africa? As almost overnight it be

came known to us as ‘‘brightest Africa* styled by the Herald Tribune, inmediately 
after the Academys first festival at Camegie Hall.

This organization which began with six chartered cembers today has over 
10,000 followers to its festivals, 1,000 to its le ctures and several thous
and school children to its programs. Above a ll, it has the sympathy of the 
American people, the ear and admiration of the American press and the strong

est confidence of the leaders of iiiaerica who have gathered from time to time to 
help in its activities.

Not long ago, one gentleman remarked: "When you wish to discover who is who 

1:- America, you often reach for a book, but the easiest way to see these people 

Personally is to attend one of the festivals sponsored by the Academy." At the 

-ight of the 1946 festival, Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt said: "The Academy has 
accomplished what at first was thought impossible.” What is there in this 
Academy? Nothing but faith, hard work, sleepless nights, absolute confidence 
in the cause for which it champions and a simple philosophy of life: "Do unto 
others as you would have than do unto you.”

The Acadomy was forged upon the shoulders of Mr. Mbadiwe. Its burden has 
almost crushed fcim before his gallant allies arrived. He had to lay every . 

stone, one after another, since nothing was provided for to take up this heavy 

task. Those in a position to help know little or nothing about Africa, to them 

it was the "dark continent" where people were supposed to have tails and the 
like. American philanthropists were concerned with . . . . . . . .  .see pg. 2



Anerica and not with Africa* Many of us came when th© light was on.

History shall catalogue that this son of Africa dared plunge where angels 

fcared to tred. As his physician, I have repeatedly warned him of the possi
bilities of an ultimate collapse and ordered a restf He would say: nHow can 

1 sleep upon the pillows of bills that must be paid," I  still say, he needs 

a rest* Problems of Africa cannot be solved creraight,

I al30 pay tribute to our members. What sacrifices have they not been 

culled upon to make? It touches the heart to see these women after a hard 

day*s work return to the Academy to give long hours of labor, cleaning, sweepr 

ing, decorating and so on. What effect has it upon you to learn that one of 

our lady members is donating one-third of her salary each week to help ease 

the financial burd*n,‘ How do you feel to know that another lady donated to 

the Academy two barrels of her dishes, so that the Academy members and the stu

dents may have something to eat in,' Of these many sacrifices, numerous others 
belong in the history of the Academy,

This sumer, we accommodated thirteen students from Liberia, Sierra-Leone, 

he Gold Coast, Nigeria and Ethiopia in this building. That is a sample of 

‘-at is yet to come in AFRI'JA H0B3E, These students received their first les- 
?U8 in co-operative living in the new building. The President moved from 

whore he resided to live with them. Because the students were happy, we ware 
happy.

Now that the foundation upon which to build the superstructure has been 
laid, the time has ccm© for Joint leadership of Africans at home and Americans 

to integrate for the full realization of these dreams. It is in the effort to 

a-vjonplish this most important objective that Mr, Mbadiwe will leave for Afri
ca next month. I  want to aaphasize here again, that first of all Mr. Mbadiwe 
needs rest.

Our future program is far-reaching* If  we hav^ a financially strong 
crynization, we will bo in a position to act a a a-research center for the 
African countries in thf United Nations, since thf*y are not in th© position 
to carry with them many experts as other powerful nations. The Academy will 
bo in a position to supply them with the needed talents. The Academy will 
adso be in a position to supply all Africans with newspapers of current events, 

since most of them cannot afford to send press representatives abroad to serve 
the interest of their readers.

We also have a training program designed to train students who will be 

absorbed in the expansion program of the Academy, especially in connection 
with its work in Africa* Wo have plans for motion pictures that will help in 
combating illiteracy in Africa and an Information Bureau in Africa itself. It 

is needless to emphasize the importance of research in various phases of Afri

can life , there must be a university in Africa, It must be African in mind 

and temperament. There must be literature which will reflect the African 

spirit. This is also the task before the Academy,

All of these many things cannot be done without money. For this reason, 

a campaign will be made in all sections of Africa for 50,000 poundsf It is 

new being planned. Considering the needs today, 50,000 pounds cannot go very 

far. We represent the poor group of the world and we m st boar this in mind* 
Approximately half of this money will be in the f om of an endowment to enable 

the Academy to be assured of a regular income from year to year* The rest will 
be distributed under tho four departments of the Academy^



too- 1L̂ ] ^ S 311111 18 2 f iai&  sue cess fully-in Africa, then the campaign would 
ifrTSrfn besun* P°°r Pe0Ple all over Africa can make such a sacrifice,
* hen seal thgi lips of the world that Africa is not ready to undertake

j_er rsaponsibiliti^s* Thet v'ill be the opportune time to call upon «merica
o rise and demonstrate ner faith in the future of Africa. Acerica should 

°iVen/ ^  °r ti&es as much ©s .ifrica could give. Scholars and technicians
should bd prepared tt> give their skills and knowledge to Africa.

, He*« I coulfi foresee a university in the very heart of Africa, directed 
T  Ita people. ©r.e .jnerican colutnnist wrote during our last campaign that the 

. oademy was seeding $25,000, for a $5,000,000 job. But, remember faithfulness 

n„ 3v' i  'points to faithfulness in larger ones. We were happy when the
j*:i -'irk Times,, a leading American daily wrote of the academy that what at 
first seemed J,ike a dream is now being realized.

j/o are ceiling upon the people of .*frica to rally behind what has become 
i/heir only structure in the Now World. The Nigerian Spokesman, a Nigerian 
Dsily once predicted without knowing it that what was being fbrged here will 

one day reach .Africa in a finished form. How true. Tifcit hour is now, Afri

can organizations should get together and decide upon what to do in advance* 

tfe hope that this campaign will bring organizations and individuals together - 
to farm a nucleus, or what we call here a campaign comuittee. Such centrali

zation of effort will facilitate selection by the group delegate to come to 
-unerica fcr the opening of the a F R I C a  HOUSE, as well as a representative f r c m  
each country. We seek vinification or nothing.

The contribution of His Majesty, Ihperor Haile Selassie of 02,000, to 
“his organization, marked a new epoch. It also marked the first time that we 

appealed to Africa since the inception of this work. We appeal to His Majesty 

for ^2,000 as an emergency measure and he sent the exact amount requested, 
shortly after the request was made.

Dr. Nnamdi ..zikiwe, has also demonstrated hia concern for the future of 
the academy. I assure you, ladies and gentlemen, that that gallant fighter 

will do his best when the campaign opens in Africa. With the confidence that 

Mbadiwe has for his country and with his complete devotion to their cause, I 

have no doubt that his country’s press, organizations, clubs, churches, schools 

and trade unions will rally for this one cause - New Day for Africa and the 
peoples of African descent at heme and abroad.

In conclusion, I wish to pay tribute to tlie administrative staff of the 
ndemy. Miss Hanley has carried the load of five persons in the Academy, 

is responsible for the thousands of mails that leave the office of the 
cademy. Her devotion has been a challenge to all of us. Also in Africa is 

-ur field-secretary, Mr. Mbonu Ojike, carrying back the message of unity to 
M s  people. Our good wishes go to him and his wife. We look forward to having 

him return with Mr. Mbadiwe during the dedication of this building. We cannot 

hut help being provoked at the thought that a stranger in his country had tie 
audacity to push him without provocation* Mr. Mbadiwe is studying the matter 
with our legal adviser. The board will hear more of this.

a s  Mr. Mbadiwe prepares to leave this country, I appeal to the numbers 
to have faith in the growth and the future of the Academy. Last year I op

posed to Mr. Mbadiwe’ s return to Africa. I further suggested that it not be 
said, but now I feel he should return, especially to take a rest. The longer 
he remains here, the less chances of his getting the rest required.

I wish to say in closing, that I  urge each and every one of you to work



hard during the absenoe of the president - harder if  necessary than we have 
aone in the past, so that the reports sent him in .*frica will be so encour

aging that upon that basis alone it wjJJ. enrich and make easier his task

 ̂ .is for my part, with a simple faith and an unshaken confidence that I 

nfre4:n th9 “ cademy, I  shall play my part. No? that the burden of the ^dmini- 
r.ralion falls upon 1119, I would have been frightened, but knowing all of you
cs I  do, I know you will work harder than ever that the miracle man will be
away for one year.

The budget of this year is now before us. We must raise it. Mr. Mbadiwe 
nas repeatedly stated that he will not leave until he is assured that all 

things we have acquired by blood and tears will in no way be threatened. Please 
let us rise to the occasion and raise this sum immediately. We have gone much 
too far and there can be no turning back*

# # # # # # # # # # # #
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PRESS STATEMENT BY REV. MICHAEL SCOTT. OCTOBER 13. 19A7

I was asked to come to the U»N. by the Chief's of the Herero people of South 

t.est Africa and other Africans belonging to that Territory in order to place their 

case before U.N, They themselves were refused permission to do so by the Union 

Government last year and again this year on the plea that the Union Government 

delegates would state their case for them. This they claim not only was not done 

by General Smuts end the South African delegation last year, but they charge that 

the true wishes of the South West African Native inhabitants were misrepresented, 

that the referendum was not conducted impartially and that the issue of U.N. 

trusteeship versus incorporation of the territory in the Union was wrongly pre

sented to them.

They maintain emphatically that they do not want to be incorporated into the 

Union of South Africa, but more than that they say that the South West Africa 

Mandate should be taken away from the Union and placed under U.N. trusteeship, 

preferably under the protection of other powers*

They consider that the Union of South Africa has lost all moral right to 

claim to be guardiand of the African people because of the fact that instead of 

keeping the promise made- to South Vest Africans after the first World War that 

their lands would be returned to them, the government actually forcibly ejected 

them from fertile lands in the north and central part of Southwest Rfrica and, 

moreover, enacted oppressive legislation against them.

In view of the claims of the Union of South Africa that the Native inhabi

tants of South West Africa want the Union Government as their guardians, the 

petitions sent to the United Nations by Native South West Africans (see U.N. 

document A /C .4-/96, dated September 26, 194-7) ask that an impartial Commission of 

Enquiry be sent out from U.N. to investigate the true opinions of all the African 

inhabitants of South West Africa and also their conditions of life and labor.

The petitions further' ask that the traditional lands of the Herero people be 
returned to them. They were dispossessed of these by "stealth and force” by the 

Germans during and after the Herero war when, in e foreshadowing of the later 

devastation of Europe, the Hereros were reduced from 85,000 to 15,000 in perhaps 
the most dreadful episode in the whole history of colonial development in Africa. 
(This history is recounted in British Government Blue Book C.D.9146 of 1918, later 

withdrawn by the Union Administration in S.W .A. at the behest of the Germans there 

who were allowed to remain in possession of their lands after the first World War 

and were given the vote in S.U.A. while remaining German nationals and continuing 
to vote in the Nazi Reichstag^

The Paramount Chief of the Hereros, Frederick Mahareru, is still in exile in 
Bechuanaland under British Protection, He now asks permission for the Hereros in 
Bechuanaland to trek back across the Kalahari Desert with their ten thousand 

cattle, occupy their rightful lands, and be reassembled as one tribal unit. (At 
present they are scattered in eight different reserves.)

The issue raised by these petitions is not only the Union Government's right 
to retain control of S.W .A, There is the further issue of the right of us white 
people in the Union to raise in an acute and urgent form our attitude ana policy 
towards the non-white groups who comprise the f'our-fif hbs m/ iority of t’-e popula^^^p- 
tion of the Union. —  t h -t T .  A w n t .h  + .h ^  H n i r m , - a ^



policy whereby the Africans have been dispossed of their lends and forced to 

become migrant laborers. The question of South West Africa throws into sharp 

relief the politico-economic color bar which extends throughout South Africa’s 

economy and is preventing balanced development of the Union's great mineral and 
industrial as well as human resources.

One may well ask whether the development of the whole African continent is 
to be dominated by the Union of South Africa with its "white supremacy" theories, 
or whether we are to rebuild a black and white civilization in Africa allowing 

for the economic and political development of the non-white peoples as well as 
the white.

South Africa has many acute problems arising out of its color bar policies. 

There is undoubtedly a rapid deterioration taking place in the relations between 

whites and non-whites. The political system denies any effective voice to the 

non-white four-fifths of the population, so that it is impossible to secure needed 

reforms. That is why these non-white peoples, the African majority and the Indian 
minority, are looking in desperation to U.N. to help them and to prevent the great 
danger that is threatening in Africa.

# # # #
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A V t i V o i l t -

For information of Delegates and Press. October 13, 1947

Request for a Commission of Enquiry to be sent to South 'West Africa

It is submitted thqt the General Assembly, in order to arrive at a just 

decision with respect to the question of South West Africa, should take into 

account the testimony presented by tribal chiefs, headmen, and other leaders among 

the African people of South West Africa as set forth in document A/C.4/96 and in 

other recorded statements, minutes of meetings, and other memoranda which can be 

made available to delegates.

It will be noted that, in the document mentioned above, representative 

leaders of the Hottentot (Nama) people (pages K and 7 ), the Ovambos (page 6) end 

the Hereros (page 16) have made the request that an impartial Commission of Enquiry 

be sent by the United Nations to South West Africa nto see the conditions under 

which our people live, and before whom those like ourselves who have not had an 

opportunity of expressing our views before an impartial body may give evidence" 

(page 6, document A /C .4 /96).

On behalf of these and other African tribes of South West Africa who have 

made a like request, and whose petitions I have been requested to lay before the 

General Assembly of the United Nations, I respectfully urge the adoption of a 

resolution calling upon the General Assembly to make arrangements in consultation 

with the Union of South Africa for an impartial Committee of Enquiry to be sent 

to South West Africa prior to the next meeting of the General Assembly in order 

to establish the facts regarding the claims and counter claims made respectively 

by the Union Government and the Native inhabitants of South West Africa.

(Reverend) Michael Scott
Hotel President, West 4-8th St.

New York City.

October 13th. 194-7.
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„ 923 Gonyane Street,

C ' v 4 /6  Location,

Bloemfcnte in. 

1 3 /1 0 /4 7 .

Doctor A. B . X u m ,

A . N • C « Headquarters, 

Io 4 End Street, 

johanne sfcurg.

S lr ’ could Headiuarters please send me 300 T ickets .I find myself 

in a very difficult peeiticn.Throughout the O .F .S . ,penpl. are 

clamouring for tickets.In  Harrismith alone,there is a demand for 

at least 60 tickets.! Membership Cards.>The lack cf Cards,has made 

it d ifficult  for me tc do any satisfactory work.It has also .cade it  

d Iff icult for me tc travel tc these hrar.ches.Th is situatirn *«- 

grieves me,as the O .F .S .s t i l l  earnestly desires me tc carry on the

work for my pet p ie .

Should it he impossible for the A .R .C . to send me 300 Cards,

I shall he glad to, a c c e p t  whatever H e a d q u a r t e .s  can send.

It. grieves me to state that Congress work Vis not made

much progress this year.

Thanking y o u , s ir ,in  anticipation of your speediest reply,

I "beg to remain,

Your8 Humbly,

i S .  ...........
Organiser frr the African National Congress, 

0 .  F * S • ■
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