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On the first of next month Mr Kleynhans, the Mini/ j  
missioner at Boksburg, "’■ll - -  '—  1-----  r ----- -

ins MINISTRY 
I  0?  MINES.

Com-
will, as his been foretold 7in these 

columns for some time, take up /h e  duties 
vacated by Mr Christian Joubert. /  A better 
appointment could not have been made, con- 

. sidering the men available. Mr Kleynhans is an
official of very considerable ability, always courteous and always 
just. He has a reputation for incorruptibility which is well 
foundpd— indeed, it has been remarked in the writer’s hearing 
that during his-tenure of the Boksburg office not a sinu-le j..b 
was perpetrated there. Some time ago when he acted f.r  Mr 
Joufcert, he had a hard struggle to get the Ministry of Mines 
uitdj ship-shape, but he did it in time, and we believ</iie will do

it again. By the way, what was the cause of the delay in Mr 
Kleynhans’s appointment ? The Government must have known 
some tune before Mr Joubert did actually resign that he was on 
the point of resigning ; and there ought to have been someone 
ready to step, into his shoes.
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:u m k e , , 1,0 t a j g *  ^
*is a German, i.nd a quiilihs, r ;°iroB„ v |,u was engaged for 
tho Gymnasium e ia im n a l < Subsequently lie passed
tvro years in practical mini =>. ipv«,r( uud rninncering as

K ^ ^ « r s b t t T 3 «
faraos E l Callao gold mine, a Hinloma from the CaraccasW hile thus occupied lie received a diploma trom no ^
U niversity as a “  pubho £ « S “ ‘ °C • ;  he, k , the climate being

'g & t  l  M M
D igger? N ew s.
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R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  OF S O U T H  AFRICAN
A N D  F IN A  N CE .

N o. X .

M I N I N G

MR. J. KLIMKE,
S T A T E  M IN IN G  E N G IN E E R  TO  T H E  S .A .R .

A m on g st those w ho have farthered the in terests  o f  the 
m in in g  industry , M r. K lim k e  occupies a prom in ent position . 
T h ou gh  his term  o f  office has not yet been su fficien tly  
len gth y  for  the full benefits o f  his adm in istration  to  h a re  
m ade them selves felt, h is en ergy  o f  tem peram ent, and his 
determ ination  to  assist the infant industry to the utm ost o f  his 
ab ility , have a lready borne considerable fru it. A s an engineer, 
his reputation  fo r  the strictest in tegrity  stands h igh , and his 
app o in tm en t to  the post he n ow  holds has been on e  o f  the 
G overn m en t’s m ost popu lar acts, in con n ection  w ith the 
gold  in du stry .

M r. K lim k e  is now  42 years o f  age, and is by  birth  a 
G erm an, th ou gh  he speaks E n glish  fairly fluently. H e passed 
the early  years o f  his life  in the prov in ce  o f  S ilesia on a farm  
ow ned by  his father. H e was sent to  a gym nasium  at the age  
o f  e leven  years, and w ent through  the usual e ig h t  years 
cou rse  o f  study. W hen tw en ty  years o ld  he adopted  
m in ing as a profession , and from  that tim e has been actu a lly  
engaged, in or  close ly  con n ected  w ith  practical m in ing. A t  
the outset, o f  his career he com m enced with the usual m anual 
labour in th e  mine, and for  tw o and a -half years w ork ed  as 
ord in ary  m ifier, carpenter, and m ason, both in co llieries , and 
in m eta lliferou s m ines. W h ile  actin g  in these capacities , he 
was occasion a lly  em ployed  in b r ick in g  up large w ork ing shafts 
and w a llin g  in the und ergrou n d  fires, which som etim es break 
o u t  in coa l m ines, aud w hich, in som e cases, h ave  a lready  
con tin u ed  for  m ore than 150 years. H av in g  thus becom e 
acquainted w ith the p ractica l branches o f raining he proceeded  
to  stu d y  g eo log y , chem istry , m echanics, m ine su rvey in g , and 
the th e o ry  o f  m in ing , and was subsequently em ployed  as an 
assistant in  various en gineering offices. F o r  one y ea r  he was 
also  en gaged  in railw ay construction  w ork, and in the artificia l 
d ra in a ge  o f  a gr icu ltu ra l lands. In  1877 lie passed  the 
G erm an Staats E xam en in  mine su rvey iu g , com bin ed  w ith  
g e o lo g y  and general raining at the O berbergam t (th e  special 
cou rt for  m in in g  m atters). A fte r  this he was em p loy ed  for  
several years in the service o f the G erm an G overn m en t, under 
w hom  he held  the responsible post o f  m arkscheider for  
abou t one year, also su perin ten d in g  the w orks o f an extensive 
zincb lcnd e and galena mine, attached  to w hich w ere la rge  
ore d ress in g  w orks.^A t the end  o f  the year 1880, a com m ercia l 
firm in  H am bu rg  offered him the m anagem ent o f  a m ine in 
Venezuela , S . A m erica , w hich  he accepted , but resigned a fte r  
one year o f  office w ith the view  o f  im p rov ing  his position . 
Sh ortly  afterw ards a w ell-know n gold  m in ing com pan y in  the 
sam e cou n try  entered into an arrangem ent with him  to  draw  
up  th e  w ork in g  plans o f  their mine. A  residence o f  three  
years in the G uana (V enezuela ) goldfields h a v in g  m ade 
him  con versa n t w ith  the peculiarities o f  the cou n try , and 
acqua inted  w ith its people, he applied for  and ob ta in ed  from  
the U n iv ers ity  o f  Caracas (the capital o f  the U nited  States o f  
V en ezu ela ) the d ip lom a o f  in gen iero p u b lico . In  th is capacity , 
he rem ained in  th e  cou n try  for  a further period o f  th ree  and 
a -half years, d u rin g  w hich  tim e he was engaged in m ine 
survey in g , and w hen requ ired , furnished reports on  m in in g  
m atters to  the G overn m en t T h e try in g  nature o f  the clim ate 
com pelled  him  to  return  to E u rop e  in 1888 in order to  recru it 
his health . A fte r  a rest o f  nine m onths, he was sent o u t  to  
S outh  A frica  b y  a H am bu rg  syn d icate  to  inspect the K nyafia 
gold fie lds, a lso bearing a com m ission from  an E n glish  synjBi- 

ate to  rep ort on R a n d  properties. A s  a resu lt o f  his y is it
o  the R a n d  he d ecid ed  to  remain here, and lias in the cou rse  
f  his professional and private jou rn eys becom e conversant 
pith th e  m ineral fratu res o f  the Rand, and other d istricts  o f 

i he State. It} S eptem ber 1891 M r. KJimke was se lected  by 
the G overffm m £ , from  the sm all num ber o f candidates 
ap p roved  by  the C ham ber o f  Mines, to  fill the im p orta n t office

iiOW hold*.
W e  availed ourselves o f the opportun ity  o f  a recen t 

v isit to  P re tor ia  to  ask for a statem ent o f his v iew s upon 
th e  questions .m o s t  nearly  ntt'ecting his departm ent, and at 
on ce  m et w ith a cou rteou s and ready response.

On the su b je ct  o f the Transvaal D ynam ite C oncession , 
M r. K lim k e  in form ed  us that he maintained an attitud e that 
was s tr ic t ly  neutral as far as any personal interests w ere c o n ­
cerned , bu t fe lt  th a t it was a question w hich  m erited 
the very  closest attention  in view  o f its  im p o rta n t  
relation  to  tho w ork in g  costs  o f the mines and sa fety  o f  the
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T  V T h " ^but naturally he was not a t 1 W t  ‘V  I 3 ,gatf , the raa,Uer: 
their labours, which would howeter hi? of
in the usual manner at 'no dTsTant d°a™ ' “ h o ™ ?  
stated that h.a pnvate opinion as regards the whole

h T e  aT ree m ark etfth e ir  p r i M g ’ r u L 'Z 'l T e ™  ^  
tion  P u rch a sers should be able to  select fo r  t h L s d v e s Pthe 
pa rticu la r  k inds they require which w ou ld  naturally  be  the 
ch eapest and best. A  m ost im portant question  in the near 
fu tu re  will be the w ork ing o f low  gra d e  ores w hich w ill only 
becom e possible under the m ost econom ica l conditions o f  
w ork in g . There can be no doubt that increase in the num ber 
o f  m ines at w ork w ill d irectly  benefit the whole com m unity, 
and  that p o licy  should be adopted w hich will result in the 
attainm ent o f  this most desirable ob j ot, the means to  be em- 
p !oyed  b 'nng silfflmed up in redu ction  o f  costs  o f  w orking

, M*  K lim k e  is of opinion that som e official protection to 
P J B g m i i l  m en connected w ith m in ing and allied occupa- 
tiOTwis absolutely  necessary, and has drafted  a law provid ing 
fo r  th eir rece iv in g  licences from  the G overn m en t, a lter  snlf- 
m ission  o f  their qualifications to a com m ission  d u ly  appointed 
fo r  that purpose, possibly in con ju n ction  w ith the C h am bero f 
M ines. Th is law will probably be su bm itted  to  the G overn- 
m ent at an early date.

T h e M ines R eg u la tion  A c t , he considers, m erits the 
ser iou s  con sideration  o f  the G overn m en t. A cc id en ts  are 
an evil inseparable from  the occupation  o f  m in ing, bu t there 
is no d ou b t th at th eir occurren ce can  be m in im ised by the 
operation  o f  proper rules aud regulations. A  m istaken idea 
is prevalen t am ongst the Joh a n n esbu rg  m in in g  com m u nity  
that the proposed  regu lation s will on ly  resu lt in the g iv in g  o f 
unnecessary trouble. S o  far from  this being the c.ise, M r 
K lim k e  believes that they will exercise a m ost help fu l in ­
flu en ce  in many ways. M anagers and em ployees alike should 
be su b jected  to  proper ru les and regulations, fram ed w ith the 
o b je c t  o f  safeguarding as far as possib le  all con n ected  w ith 
th e  m ines from  unnecessary accidents resu ltin g  in in ju ry  
to  life  or  lim b. T h ey will prov ide  fo r  the fen c in g  o f aban­
don ed  shafts and hoisting gears, the prevention  o f  overw inding  
o f  cages, the ensuring o f  sufficient ven tila tion , the em ploy* 
m en t o f  none but qualified  engine-drivers, and other such 
su b je c ts  W W rw ith  in the m ining laws o f  all oth er countries 
an d  quite as necessary in the South A frica n  R ep u b lic  as else­
w here. M r. K lim k e  expressed bis surprise that m ore accidents 
h a d  not a lready occu rred , and his determ ination  to  leare no 
stone unturned  until the necessary reform sth a ll have been 
carried  out. I t  is also proposed th a t m ine m anagers shall in 
fu tu re  be com pelled  to hold  som e form  o f  G overn m en t d ip lo­
m a o r  certificate o f  com petency . . Such  an innovation would 
be w elcom ed by  all really qualified m en, and, as regards the 
others, their rem oval from  m anageria l positions, as soon  as 
possib le , w ould be a benefit to the w hole com m u nity . The 
S ta te  M in ing E n gin eer considers th at the respon sib ility  o f  
g ra n tin g  such  diplom as should n ot be vested in him self • 
bu t, as in the case o f  engineers, entrusted  to  a properly con ­
stitu ted  com m ittee. P rov ision s o f  this nature form  part o f  
the new  M ines R egu la tion  A c t . The qualifications insisted 
u p on  w ill be adapted to  suit the class o f  managers n ow in  the 
cou n try , and great care will be taken to  prevent their being 
m ade u n d u ly  stringen t. W ith rega rd  to  inspection  o f  the 
m ines, M r. K lim k e  said that before  the proposed  regulations, 
i f  sanctioned by  the G overnm ent, can be carried  out, com p e­
ten t in spectors m ust be appointed a t salaries sufficiently 
h igh  to  secure the candidature o f  really good  meu. 
In sp ectors  at insufficient salaries w ou ld  be w orse than 
useless. Possession  o f  a first-class tech n ica l education  
he considers an absolute necessity . The revenue derived 
from  the m in ing industry  by the G overn m en t y ields a very 
la rg e  surplus ; the expend iture requ ired  to  establish a 
th orou g h  system  o f  m ine inspection  w ou ld  be com paratively 
sm all, and w ou ld  m ost probably prove  an actual econom y. The 
inspection  o f  boilers is a sub ject o f  m ost pressing im portance. I 
Alt present they are n ot tested regu larly , gauges o ften  eith er /  
dfc not w ork  at all or  unsatisfactorily , aud it is su rprisin g  that /  
no serious accidents have y e t  occurred . O f course m ost 
boilers are still new ; bu t every day  increases the chances of 
accid ent, aud explosions m ust sooner o r  later occu r. There 
are now  five hundred in use on the fields. Their inspection 
w ill require the appointm ent o f  at least tw o inspectors whose 
salaries can be provided  by fees payable  by the com panies. N o  
expense will be entailed upon the G overn m en t, and hence the 
passing o f  the laws dealing w ith the m atter will probab ly  
present no difficulty.

Q uestioned as to the des irab ility  o f  deep  borings being 
undertaken at the G overnm ent expense, U r. K lim k e  stated 
his firm conviction  that w ork  o f this nature should be



W f c e o f  the resuUs anticipated. lnCOmm“ 8“ ™ t" > i t h  the

has r l c onUyg  P » i T J o f f l l 7 l iiB tV '  t0  Wl,icli M r. K lim k e  
W elgeron d cn  will shortly be 1® ,stated  th it  the farm
that others will probably follow  Th'eTe f* pubho « o ld fie ld . and

sW s

then'exi.sti'ng fn th e 'm o n e v ' ° f  j ^ lstr“ “ ' ’
M u g  tiiken with t g ^ d ^ x t 1 preveu;ed

miles wide'!" ,0M ? fr°'" four to
K lim k e  i ,  o f  opinion from  f 1,1 tu,r som e 30 railes- M r.
(■■on that it extends still furth er to 'th e  N ^ a n d ^  th°  form tt* 
l>ahly traceable in t«  »u n n(* 18 Vely  pro-
cou n try  rock  consists o f  archafan I T * ? ®  te,'r itory- T h .  
ta lc .s e  and ch loritie  schists L  i n * ' ' 1 !,! hornblende, 
a rgillaceous sch ists Tim r .  f  P h o n e s ,  or  crysta lline 
em bedded  in tb’ese s S t s ^ n C T w  
d ip p in g  con form ab ly  with th» r  , ?  .t0  ^ .E .  and 
the form ation o f  , L  ™ cks and Z "  0a' J tudKinS f™ m  
considers that they are nob tniP fif nat.ure the reefs, ho
stan d in g , that they offer strong indicat™ n s 'o f '  h “ ‘ ’  UOt" ith - manenfc n« the general • '0,18 o f  . being as per-
Cloarago planes. V ery  rich ore hai h*in r™ 11? * ''8 ®? w ith iu  
on the east, and the Fll r tm  *u found in the B irth day  
perties are a t pre L f  ve v in’s, ffl W° 1 '  ‘' i th° ? s h  both  P™ 
i» . r e r y  p r o b a b il ity o f  S t X .  hJn ‘J  dcTe‘ "P «d - T h ere 
tw o p ro p e r t i.s . The ceneral inrf' f - made  betw een these 
p rom isin g , but su r fa ce .* d,>uf i™ i ? '  ^  ? ° ° d ’ u,ld h ie !,1J  
ferous stra ta  being covered hv *1 i t 1*0^ °.WIn8  to t h .  auri-
m aterially interfere w ith tliH ff . P0Mts o f  so il which 
fo o d  roofs e l i s i  on the G o v lr f^  ?  Pr o ,P.e ct° r»- P rob a b ly  
h ood  o f  the E l'e rton  Claim s but "th l^ ™ - ‘ 1  neif?hbour- 
K le in  L etaba  and M iddle Le’ta U  r W . V o f f ' * tlle

$ & l Z kr a deP0«tB n0 The cou n try  
- a l l y  occ urrin g  in ^h is  ^

^J\rci?totTt^; in t h .
apo to rem ain in the district w ith a l f  r S S  # th *'?°L y ears 
now  personally  conversant. H e regard < the deen I i  h* “  
tins us equa lly  valuabl* w ith t l , „ ,  ,P *evei proper-
to  contin ued  increase in a c t r t t r PP’ lo ° ks f ° rw ard  
the fields, and has no h . s i S u  in V 0* ? ! ' *  ‘ ^ h o u t  
g r .a te s t  gold fields in the w orld. d ' » crib in g  it a i  t h«

Lydenburg*:d i i t r i c ! « ^ * " K i i m i e t™fralS5dr f^ he Da K a a p  or  
any personal opinion as to their p rosp ect^  W fch “ Pr“ !5-"‘f

X U n r f X
th »  G overn m en t to take active etemH*' ?i t H® he.slta tlon  o f  
forcem en t o f  .e v e re  penalties S tan . m ati "  by  th °  en ' 
ensure proper re tu rn . bein» made «n!l tl,® IK>W ,eInft taken  to 
li.h e d  in the J o u r n a l .  results w ill bo pub -

S n r v e jo r  G eiieral’s8 D epartm ent he .CODj Qncti° n . w ith  th#
pila tion  o f  a com plete  and 5r S i.M  ei!KaK 'd the com -
G nU  F i . ld s ,  d e ^  not ^  j  7 b ?  ° f the ^r^befg 
o f  the country , bu t also with th^ o  geograph ical featuifes
deposits , „ d '  other iiatunil ,.n„  ®r r - l,,'e. o f  m eta llife rq t .  
c o rd  it io n ^ ‘ , f 0working.Ural t'° nuifcirn8 “ A c t i n g  the econ om ic

E n g in eer  as the"d irect^ advller^ f tfc* Gte th<! 8 t a ' D M in in «
affe-’tin g the m in ing i„d n  “ r j ,  g i $ L ^ 7 ™ , ? ' " '  °-" " ' “ ' / r  
personal view s a very sneei-,1 » tb* e* p r& w on  o i bis
h.?  already taken i ^ r a i l f  1 * 'w e ll  h Z f * ir * he 
in tegrity , and  the liberal nature o f “  '-•nergy and
firm conviction  that he is the r ioh t i h “ T1«w ». ju s tify  o u r  
»n d  that with his heln and rn ?  ln the r ig h t place,
m ay look  forw ard  t o , h o r t W r ^ ! 0'1 ‘ be , n,'in in«
Governmental recognition and ere V DR S" * measuro o f 
to it jnnnv c o u n t r /" .  th?woHd! 'r*e ' mcm is ac<;o>'dcd

d ,P. w o u ld  b e  o f  in ca lcu la b le  valna  i e I t ‘ ‘ !N i? 11 a n d o n  its
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^Vfth all liis efforts crippled and 
J lnsin inm ef.it is surprising, not that so little lias -eeu 

accomplished, but so much; and we consider that the 
greatest credit is duo to the State .Mining Engineer 
tor the wisdom of his recommendations, and for the 
energy he has displayed in occupying the always 
thankless role of a reformer. In addition to visitim- 
and reporting upou the Zoutspansburg, W aterberS 
and I retona (.oldfields, .Mr. Klimke has paid frequeift 
Visits to the \\ ltwatorsrand, and has endeavoured to 
acciu!ll .L J„'iJse f ,n ovory possible way witlPtlfB » BBts 
a n il w ishes o f  th e  n iiu in g  C om m u n ity .
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Reverting fo. a moment to Mr Xlimke's remarks, a 
strong opinion is entertained in many quarters that ic is 

•Jiot so much the white employee wh<^Nnants protection 
agsJTfts^unscrupulous or iahumane managership. directors, 
but the native labourer who is urgently in need of better 
treatment from his immediate bosses. The carelessness 
and cruelty which are said to be manifested towards the 
native in the mines require to be put down with a s tro n cr  
hand. Lven in the native labour question generally, the 
attitude of the white apployee, it is said, will bear investi­
gation. He is secretly against the organised endeavour 
which is now being made to reduce native wages, and he 
is ably seconded by the canteeu-keep r3 and the storo- 

lepers scattered along the the Main Keef, w h o j ^ e  no 
desire 10 see the spending capacity of l.bour reduced at 
one stroke by half-a-milliou per annum

*  *
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Star. 25 April 1896
NEW HIKING REGULATIONS 
MANAGERS' OBJECTIONS

[Meeting of Commission with Association of Mine Managers and Chamber of Mines to hear their objections and suggestions to the Draft Mining regulations of 1896.]
Took place 23 April 1896 and was specifically with AMM

°I'TJUISdf! i2L AP»n  18961 Hr‘ ° imke (State MiDing en9ine« )  and Hr. A. 1. Sawyer, member of the Commission which drafted the New Mining regulations, sat at the Chamber of Hines board-room for the purpose of hearing! the 
o ]ections of the Association of Mine Managers and the Chamber of Hines to the proposed regulations - Hr. Klimke 
presiding. There were also present: Messrs. Johns (President of the Association of Mine Managers), Macfarlahe, 
Syd. Jennings, H, Jennings, Skinner, Goodwin, Clement, Britton, Leggett, Boucher, Jas. Hay, H. Millar, and [E. J.] Bok (Secretary to the Commission).
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'terests o f t h f S n ’ •IS/ 6f  SUpp0sed’ looki affcer ^of the mm mg industry. In this country the foregoing
t h e  SE co\n lZl °n TJ be taken tV nean tllat ^  does 

n Z Z  • *  ° f ‘ J’ 6 sor‘ - F° > ' \  round ignorance
nothing can beat the debate o \ h e  State M in in a  

j  n  Jf ? 1.n®ers rePort Obviously, ib® members of 
h i ^  with the honourable exception of Mr Gelden- 
huw take only an academic interest in mining, else the, would 
not have come to the conclusion th a t the depression w as due to 
the mine managers themselves, w ho lavished the money of the 

% , - ' 'd f aCCU3ed . the ^vernment of oppressing the 
■ j 0 ? '  ■ of course, is sheer nonsense. A great deaTwas 

said about managers houses and salaries and so forth but the
iTeem ; n r f h 0 U g h t *0 h a V e  ^ ° Wn th a t the3e form a  v e ry  s i l h  
item  in  th e  m in e s  expend iture. T h e  average sa la ry  o f a  mine
manager m this Republic is £99 9s 6dper month that I
Mr Ehmkes own figure. There are 158 managers of gold and
coal mines, so that the cost per ton crushed can easily be
calculated, and that alone will show that the Second Volksraad
fact a.ccord,nS to a preconceived idea and not by the
fact. We can t pretend to regard the figure as excessive.

V
On the other hand, three gentlemen took part in the debate whn 
know something o f the true state o f affairs. Mr Klimke by a 

word could have corrected the erroneous im 
s in n in g  a g a in s t  pressions under Which the members i jo u r e d .

l i g h t .  But he seemed only too anxious to assis/Mr Van 
■ „ er Hoff and Mr De Witt Hamer to Jo a stray

a  r .  S r *  a  % s  s a t t t s s j  x h
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to my questions have proved that even assuming an almost im­
possible redaction in price of dynamite and railway tariff (ply 
those mines producing i  dwt per ton less than paying m ties- 
would be able to work. I thus leave yon, gentlemen, to ja  Ige 
the vaiue of all the cries from the mines for cheaper dyuan ite 
and reduced railway tariff's.” Mr Van der Hoff also spoke to 
the safte effect. Mr Klimke encouraged the idea— deliberately, 
if the jpublished reports of the session go for anything. Only 
Mr Gefflenhuis spoke up for the truth.

T h e  fact is that dynamite and the carriage of coal are points 
where reduction is insisted upon by the industry because the 

need of reduction is so obvions. These are 
t h e  t r u e  c ase , not the only grievances : they are representa­

tive grievances. The industry’s case has been 
admirably stated by Mr Percy Fitzpatrick, who said, before the 
Industrial Commission : “ We lay 30 much stress upon the ques­
tions of dynamite and coal because they are such clear cases 
that it is impossible to pass them over, and because we have to 
look into every detail that can bring down our costs. If we 
neglected them we should be doing what we are sometimes 
accused of doing: not attending to our own business. But the 
real pinch is in the great items of the railways and the general 
taxation.” Could anything be more explicit thau that ? And 
could the State Mining Engineer have forgotten it ? Take for 
instance the increase of the taxation on jam to which Mr Gel- 
denhuis referred. The recently granted reforms have added 30s 
per case to the cost of jam, and thus to the cost of living in 

, geueral, which cost is reflected on the pay sheets of the mining 
companies. One might go through a long list of similar items 
with the same result. Besides, even if dynamite and coal had 
been reduced to the amount of 2s 8d per ton— that is sixpence 
more than Mr Klimke’s figure— additional dividends would have 
been paid by all the producing mines ranging from 21'9S per 
cent, in the case of the Crown Reef, to -45 per cent, in the case 
of the Simmer and Jack, with its issued capital of £4,700,000. 
Ti e statistics which prove this may be found in The Mining 
Industry, p.p. 52, 53.

•  *

F r o m  the condemnation expressed above Messrs Eugelbrecht and I 
Konig must be excepted, as they manfully expressed the hope I 

that the President would fulfil Sis promises— and, 
m r . k l im k e . indeed, the statement has been specifically made 

in Pretoria that he is now contemplating further 
reforms. But Mr Klimke ought to have spoken up on behalf 
of the industry. He allowed several false impressicuis to go 
abroad : as that the mines buy more machinery than/they re­
quire. We put this statement before one of the/ leading 
machinery merchants, and he states distinctly that the present 
difficulty is to get the mines which are not prospering to buy 
even the machinery they need. Moreover, our personal ex­
perience is that the relation between the machinery and the 
work it i| called upon to do is very close upon all the mines. 
Very few Ire so lucky as the Langlaagte Estate, which has had 
a breakdown with the mill engine, but which, fortunately, happens 
to have anlther mill engine on the water. Again, Mr Klimke 
stated thafrit had frequently happened that batteries and mills 
were put up before a mine was opened out. Such cases have 
been known but they are very rare ; and Mr Klimke is behind 1 
the times, for he knows that nowadays no battery is put up until 
the management has had an opportunity of judging from the de­
velopment what stamping power will be required. Seeing how 
honestly and honourably the industry is worked, it is nothing 
less than a shame that old errors which were taostly the result 
of inexperience should be raked up in this reckless fashion, for 
the impression they convey is incorrect— in  -some cases de­
liberately incorrect.



We have had a call from Mr Do Witt Hamer, the Second Volks- 
raad member for Barberton, and he strenuously resents tlfi idea
J, ™ wrrr f • 1 1“^ ^  reCeDt aCtionS «“ the RW  Can
'l  ^ t Z  l ^ as ll08tiie t0 tlle industry. /  After
I HAMER, hearing his explanation we have come /to the

k>!L> f a . . sani° conclusioB. and are sorry to have mis- 
epiesented him. Ou the tailings question the prime offender 

was the Standard and Diggers' News, whose issue of the 20th 
July reports him as.having said, “ Let the tailings be put into
t r f ed out mwes- As a matter of fact, the words were 
used almost sotto voce, and as a pleasantry. Mr De Witt

r S- T  ' V  no,thiDS il1 year’s debate/vas 
sufficient to induce him to change the policy he advoca/d a
Z t w  Z  Sp° h and VOted in fav01>‘- °f t h ° abolitipn of Artijle 10 o f the refla tions. As to connecting tunnels b</ween

^rplaatsen, Mr De Witt Hamer is also in favour ofTthembe\

1

What we Jere not aware of was' the fact H T l  Ra?d '3. besluifr. 
State Attorney that the nronosil H.vi » that hearing from tbe 
Raad’s besluit, Mr De Wkt Hamer , "  f  WUh the First 
reference to his recent attitude on t K r i ™  f  /  m° U? n' W ' th 
railway tariffs, the member for , P ° f .dynamite and of 
actually and chiefly d sir to drive ,n ^  what
industry can o n ly ie“ d b y  „ e h T  “  ^  P° that the 
effect a radical reduction in the rn-i f T “ IC reforms as will 
the Ministry of Mines Mr De Witt R F,na% -  as *< /
th f post, for the very sufficient i l  l  ^  °° des%"'V* 

o !ler' “ 'id by the Grondwet only a full hnr I 'S 
r  it- He has attacked the present holder of 0 ^  rffl \ th® 

*ls * mere “ onentity and does not do his duty " S®
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W e are informed that there is considerable possibility that Mr 
Klimke will not return to the Transvaal ; in which event Mr 

—. Munnik will probably be appointed permanent 
MR k l im k e . State Mining Engineer. Mr Klimke’s itfiBMwiLa.

establish a bureau, probably in Paris, for the 
spread of information regarding Transvaal gold mining com­
panies. It is to be hoped that he will make a handsome thing 
out of it and so retire altogether from business the more speedily. 
Anyhow, the quality of his information will require very careful 
watching, for we are all aware with what extraordinary state­
ments Mr Klimke and Dr Leyds have been in the habit of 
stuffing the all too gullible European investor. By the way, we 
understand that Mr Munnik will make it his business to remove 
several slight but irritating causes of friction between the mines 
andTB&*»ls(i3.rtmeiit, which friction Mr Klimke appareTftJjylid 
his best to intensify.



tract, informed the Government of the fact, and 
obtained permisaiou to retain his rights until such ’- ' 
tin® as their sale should become practicable. - ■

I The original contract -with the claim-holders 
expired in December, 1891. Before that date Mr. 
Klimke succeeded in securing its extension for 
another year, with a further option of extension 
should such be required. His negotiations haring 
proved successful, the claims were taken up ; active 
work wa? commenced, and a total sum of about 
£10,000 was spent in the development of the pro-' 
perty. The reef originally proved was opened up, 
and a  new exceedingly rich auriferous antimonial" 
deposit was discovered. In consequence, notice was 
given j to the claim-holders uuder the contract that 
more time would be required, with the result that, ' 
contrary to expectat.on, the request was refused.

. ,  . . - ■ *  *
..............., *Application was then made to the H igh Court : 

by Mr. Klimke on behalf of himself, and of those' '■ 
who, through him, had acquired their rights, to com -’ 
pel specific performa ce of - the contract. ■ The de­
fendants took exception to the proceedings on tha ' : 
ground that under Art. 29 of the Gold Law it was 
illegal for any Government official to hold interests ' 
in mining properties. The exception was sustained,: 
and the case was thrown out before it had been 7 
heard upon its merits. 1 . y

*  *- ‘ •i »• . • • *  •
. W hilst upon the facts as submitted to the Court • 

it is clear that the judgment was technically ' correct/- 1; 
it is at the same time apparent that great hardship 
would result were it to be eventually sustained, ana 
it is to be hoped that the question will be again 
raised in another form. In the recent case of W hite 
v. English, a similar point arose, b.ut the exception \ 
was overruled in the face of the evidence brought 
forward. The State Mining Engineer should be able 1 
to rely an the present case upon the warm support of 
the Gojrerument. On equitable grounds his rights 
cannoabe questioned, and, therefore, seeing that no 
question of public policy is in any way involved, 
common justice demands that his special contract 
with the Government should not be allowed without 
compensation to be set aside. > * >. .



, Several important points are raised by the case 
of IJ. IQimke v. Pogge, Sboril and Seelig, which ha 
rMMntly come befote the H igh Court. In the firs 
place, it is evident that the rights of officials of th> 

'H S iing  Department, considered in their privati 
capacity, require somewhat clearer definition. In the 
second, the power of the Government to modify, by 
Bpecial contract, obligations imposed by official status 
would appear under the existing law, to be in­
sufficiently established. More will probably be heard 
of the case, and in view of the many miscouceptions 
of the true facts which have apparently arisen, a re­
capitulation of the circumstances by which it has 
been preceded would seem desirable.

# *•*’ #
M r. J. Klimke, two years before he received the 

appointment of State Mining Engineer, whilst pri­
vately practising his profession in Johannesbn g, 
paid £1,000 for the refusal of the Gravelotte property 
in £he Zoutspanburg district for flotation. Licenses 
wtfich at first amounted to £6G, and subsequently to 
£15 per month were also paid. In December 1 6 9 1 ,/  
prior to his accepting the position of State M in ing / 
Engineer, Mr. Klimke entered into neg tiation’  withf 
European capitalists, and being unable at that t im f . 
to immediately realise his interests under .the. con*
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George Labram  was born  in D etroit, M ich ., about 1860. I lis  
fatfier was a m echanical engineer em ployed in tho cojffper- 
ancniron-mines in the Lake Superior district, and the son /ia tu - 
rally hallowed the same profession. H e becam e connector! with 
mines in M exico, had charge o f  some o f  the w orks o f  the Silver 
K in g  m ine in A rizona, and was em ployed for som e time by 
Fraser & Chalmers o f  Chicago in designing and erecting ma­
chinery built by them, notably the H arney P eak  tin-ore reduc- 
tion-works. In  1893 he was sent by this firm to erect and run 
a crushing-plant for the De Beers Consolidated ^Mines, Ltd., at 
K im berley, South A frica . Three years latter he becam e ch ief 
engineer and electrician o f  that com p a n y ., D uring the historic 
siege o f  K im berley, w hich lasted 124 days (from  Oct. 14, 1899, 
to Feb. 15, 1900) he rendered m ore assistance than any other 
man in' the defence o f  the town against the Boers. F rom  a 
10-ft. billet o f  ham m ered m ild steel, about 10.5 in. in diameter 
(originally intended for shafting) and several bars of 6- by 
2.5-in. L ow  M oor iron, w hich happened to be in the possession 
o f  the D e Beers Co., he constructed in 24 days a 4.1-in. siege- 
gun, under the disadvantages o f  entire personal ignorance o f  
such w ork, and the lack o f  technical authorities, experienced 
assistants and suitable m echanical facilities— to say nothing o f  
the discouragem ent and opposition offered by m ilitary experts. 
His scientific guides were the “  E ncyclopedia  B rita n n i/i ”  and 
a c o ^ p fe o f  m ore or less pertinenttext-books found in / i e  town.
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H is workm en were m em bers o f  the “  tow n-guard,”  withdrawn 
froi '.'ice in the outworks, a few o f  whom had previously

The order authorizing the experii 
Cecil Rhodes on the evening o f  D ec. 24, 1899; and on Jan. 19, 
1900, the gun was in position for a prelim inary trial. A fter 
a few  necessary alterations, rapidly made, “  L o n g  Gccil ”  went 
finally into action Jan. 23, and, with a few m inor accidents, 
prom ptly repaired, remained a most effective aid in the defence 
o f  the town (firing more than 250 29-lb. shells at ranges o f  
from 5000 to m ore than 8000 yards) until the arrival o f  the 
relief-column, Feb. 15, 1900.

Unfortunately, the skillful and ingenious creator o f  “ L on g 
C ec il”  did not witness that joy fu l event, having been killed in 
his room at the hotel, by the explosion o f  a 100-lb. B oer shell, 
on the evening o f  Feb. 9, 1900. In  recognition ot'his, distin­
guished service, the D e Beers Co. has u n d e r ta k e  to provide 
for the education o f  his only son. »

Mr. LaJ^eam becam e a m em ber o f  the Institute in 1896, and 
has cg/dbn.buted to its Transactions only the story o f  A m erican 
self-reliance, courage and resource which is outlined above 
with m ingled pride and sorrow.

bee ployed in English arsenals, 
unc ntinuous heavy fire from the



^  L t  —  Sxj2- \-y -  'rfrfs
It A f ------ U*v------- ■ A  -.

i a v \ K v \ ^

T V a 'y ^ A  v  r X - i o A x w u 4 ^  5  W e d n " t - 6 ^  ^  - R c x a J i ^ — * ^ j  

Vo V ‘Sj-U- ^ £4nuXu_.̂  pUxt ĈM J)£. fesc*3 <
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Thomas H aight Leggett

A n  A p p recia tion *
By Fred H e l!m a n n \ ^

lS H A IG H T L E G G E l\ d ie d :
!sday, Oct. 1. at his home in :
N. J. H is passing was sud-'i 

den and unexpectetLand withoul pain. 1 
Born in Flushing in%1859, tie was thus 1 
in his 76th year. ^

He graduated from  Colum bia Univer. 
sity with the degree o f  M ining Engineer ; 
in 1879 and his first experience in m in-l 
ing cam e with his appointment to the 
staff o f  the Batopilas Com pany in the 
State o f  Chihuahua. M exico, where he 
remained until 1884. A fter Batopilas he 
served as chemist for a few months at 
silver-lead smelter at Lake Valley, N. M  
and then returned to N ew York. His 
next engagement was with the New Y ork %  .  s
& Honduras R osario M ining Co. from IS  f o  LL'riU. 
1884 to 1887. He increased the capacity Q
o f the m ine and plant from  twelve tons ®  
to 100 tons daily in two years. H ere it 
was that he contracted the malaria 
which remained to plague him for many ' 
subsequent years.

Then, seeking a w ider field anu a 
more varied experience, he took the man- a 
agement o f  the Darien G old M ining C o - I 
on the Darien Peninsula, about 100 miles j  

J  southeast o f Panama, where he built a 3  
sawmill and felled the trees wherewith i 
to construct a ten-stamp m ill. He built 
a power plant and developed the mine. ’ ?

In 1891 he becam e manager, and later 
on president, o f  the B odie Standard Con­
solidated mine at Bodie. Calif., where he ;  
did two outstanding pieces o f  work '  
which established the reputation he so 5 
bravely sustained in after years for en- ^ 
gineering imagination, daring, and in- '4 
itiative. H e built one o f  the first long- ** 
distance pow er transmission lines and 3  
the first cyanide plant in the West, \ 
thereby greatly reducing power costs and 
increasing the yield.

From B odie he went to Johannesburg £ 
m 189o as consulting engineer to Messrs. ' 

r s -  Neumann & Co_ o f  London and '
Johannesburg. Until then tfie firm had 
restri& t^ itse lf to investment'\?ftfe<$i£ec- ’ 
torships ihs,the mines o f the Rand. - 
With Leggett’s advent the firm immedi- '
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ately expanded the scope 
by taking over the direct management of
such well-known and important com ­
panies the W ollhuter. the Cohtali- 
dated Main Reef, the Witwatersrand 
Deep, the! Knights Central, the Vogel- 
struis D elp , the Treasury, and the 
Cloverfield Deep. This expansion, made 
possible by Leggett’s technical and man 
agerial experience, greatly enhanced the 
prpstige and standing and influence of 
the firm in the mining world of Jo­
hannesburg. Leggett’s professional work 
on the Rand was eminently successful. 
He brought all tfie mines under his con­
trol to a better condition o f output, de­
velopment, and profit. He also became 
the friend and in some instances the in­
timate associate o f  such men as Hennen 
and Sidney Jennings. Pope Yeatman. W. 
L. H ggpold. Charles Butters, Jack Ham­
m ond, and Sam Thomson. On the 
shoulders o f Leggett and these men fell 
the early technical development o f the 
Rand. They were backed by the pioneer 
mining financiers o f  those days— Alfred 
Beit, Julius W ehrner, Sigismund Neu­
mann, S idrey Goldmann. the Farrar 
Brothers, airo Cecil Rhodes. The ore 
was there, the engineers were there, and 
the money was forthcom ing, so that the 
Rand, in the light o f its history and the 
hope o f  the future, stands as the fore­
most undertaking in gold mining that 
the world has ever seen.

Leggett left the Rand in 1903 and es­
tablished himself in London as a con- 
sultant. He remained the trusted coun­
selor o f the Neumann firm, and in 
cooperation  with them and others under­
took many important mine examinations, 
am ong them that o f the Victoria mines 
o f  Ludwig Mond in the Sudbury nickel- 
cop p er district of Ontario, and that of 
the fam ous Spassky mine in Siberia. He 
returned to the United States in 1906 
and settled with his family in Plain­
field. N. J., where he lived until his 
death. He opened offices in New York, 
becam e associated as consulting engi­
neer with the Mines Finance Co., and 
was thereafter appointed consulting en­
gineer to the Am erican Smelting & Re­
fining Co., with which company he 
served over a period o f three years. He 
retired from active practice in 1932.

H is death has removed from the list 
o f  living pioneers another illustrious 
name. He belonged to that group of 
men who early in the ’80s faced the dan-

»
activities and initiative— those qualities that are 

conimon to the truly great and fuccessfu l 
i] ' n all walks of life. He brlon, ed to the 

class that does things. His fr ends will 
l°ng remember him for his m iny qual­
ities and his many acts o f  kinAness and 
helpfulness. particularly those that 
worked for him and that are bound to 
him by indissoluble ties o f friendship 

flection. May he rest in peace!

gers an< 
and o f

perils o f the wilds o f M exico 
Central and South Am erica to 

and develop the hitherto, inopen
large njeasure, unknown mineral re­
sources o f those countries"and 10 apply 
to such work American methods o f min­
ing and ore treatment. In those under­
takings Leggett proved him self possessed 
o f  character, honesty, courage, ability,

V  him b; 
* a^d aff

p. VS5"
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BRA, HE, vol. 59, Thomas Leggett to Mr McDermott,1 21 May 1894, p> 481 
(from Bodie, California). i\

Thomas Leggett:
Reply to letter from him.
Would be open to job offer
No salary like Perkins or Hammond (couldn't expect such) I
All the same, 'I'm not a cheap man'. COL high in Jhb /
/Would consider an offer seriously /
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Star, 25 April 1856 ^  ggGOLXTIONS

W „ til, ,  Co-iasion .it. Association of of «i.e«to hear « *  * 1 - 1 -  -  
suggestions to the Draft Hining regulatioi o f 896.1 
Took place 23 April 1896 and was specifically with AHH

,.\ Mr i r Qaifvsr member of the CommissionOn Thursday [23 April 18961 Hr. Klirte (State Mining engine Hines'board:mffi {o; the purpose of hearing the
«kich drafted the lei lining tegulations, sat at ;he C „ , H . tte pllip0sej regulations - Hr. U l l t o
objections of the Association of Kin. « « . , , . and a e • 1 J * , ” *  Kacfa.lane,

, 1 ” 1 1[E. J.l Bok (Secretary to the Commission).



* x

j2 . (5 ‘V  ‘ S o p h  [ k  0 1 0

M ' t t e ' - ,  ^ j A j i - J  1 ‘ 1  r \ ~ u ~ , 1 ^ ____ £

J * , <



P s a O i S S  L S r ^ 7

S dJL fc y \ A a jJ b u ^  d  c y < a > u ^ g )



^  l i b  L . r -  h . C . O u i S  C c A ^ ' l ^ - ^  E .  l A ^ j  l, .  0  o u  \ i ^ C ^ » C J - * - y

\ 0 ^  [ o . <5 " ‘ 6  ^  .

I L ?  I M , 1 4 ^ 3  ,  p .

d



/c rxcjiuUL*̂ * Lk) vi" to&J" • 'J)^j ^  **? 

( s «  K T  \ ^  N o .  )*b <? T ,  p .  2 . / ^ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



A  £ C r£ r  E T T  y  T -  H

‘z ?  f t  H * 3  2 - 0  p . 6 > f 2 _

5 p ^ c ^ r ,  6 -  H •



Co ̂  ^ 0 3
LECxC t E T T  T f f o H ^ S  H^(C3r-HT — H t u H ftW t^ C e

b ^ n o , ! 8  J c J ^ f  W o 3 1?  ^ 2 3/
d  ' 1

o r  c e S r o  U l o v / ^ ^ _ S  . C .  • I ^ u l o  r > ( < y  ( „

1 < 2  J a o v -  \ ^ O C f b . ' l k f o



I n  < 2 ~ l o  j  — — ■ V ~  . A . .

( 6 p t n c i ;  2-<\ f k > ^  H o b  , y - ‘5 ‘S % )
> 1^  _________

S u - C C ^ ^ - 42^ ' ^ ^ )  ^  £ - -  1 W o u u o = > c v a  -  u ^ - e - ^ v .  L _ ^

i ^ € _ ^

^  ^ C > U s j3 ^ J L . .

[ S F H - C C ]  2 ^  A ^  ^ D 3  , f ' ^

t u x u u  ^ C 8 :

<h . " S t i  — ('



O r ^ a O r v \ ^ n n  }  £ \ r  H a r r t - j  I

R . u ^ L < j d  c x ^ y  G < d < ^ X -  F V ^ i r f c c  /  

A  S e a ^ U - l u ^ U i  '

, ^ ~ i a _ \ c c  ^  C &  ( L c x J ^ < -~  I O  <_J u o  ■



|  Annual and Quarterly Reports— T l *  m in ing com panies on the 
■  W iiwaterarand publish such full and com plete reports o f  their 
B  operations, that they can well serve as a m odel in this refpect
:|| to ’ x  ol t]le W01'U- * They com prise reports o f  the bpard 
^ o n i i r e e t o r s ,  the consulting engineer and the m anager, and give
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very and com plete tables, showing the technicalf details, 
costs, and results o f  the operations, together with full i nancial 
particulars, com prising usually a balance-sheet, reve.Iue and 
expenditure, or profit and loss account, and an appropriation 
account; but above all they show the tonnage in sight at the 
end of the year and its value, and describe the m ine-develop- 
ment and the appearance o f  the bottom  levels o f  the mine.

T lie quarterly reports issued regularly to the shareholders 
give m the same way the results o f  the preceding three m onths’ 
work, yield, costs and profit, together with a short description 
o f  the appearance o f  the m ine, latest developm ents, tonnage o f 
ore in sight, and oftentim es its value.

Many m ining com panies in London now send m onthly postal 
cards fo each stockholder g iv in g  the am ount o f  ore treated, the 
} ie ld , cost and profit for the preceding m onth, and any im por­
tant feature of the m onth's developm ent on the mine.

In this day o f  reform in corporate management it is to be 
hoped that many of the Am erican mines, well managed in all 
other respects, will copy the methods and practice o f  the E ng­
lish companies.
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£80,000,000. The yield is now within 12 per cent, of* that 
estinuite, which it l>iils lair soon to reach. I «

T ill output for the entire Transvaal for 1907 was £27,4031738, 
an inlrease of .£2,823,741 as com pared with 1000; practically 
all this increase was due to the Rand proper.

Jjobur.— The paper by Mr. T. Lane -Carter presented to the __ _
Institute at this m eeting gives a full description o f  the Chinese- ^  
labor conditions on the Hand. There is one im portant point, ^  
however, that does not seem to be generally understood—  x_/
namely, that the introduction o f  the Chinese into the Transvaal 
is not on a par with their introduction into Canada, Australia, 
the United States, or any o f  the countries that ob ject to their 
presence. In these latter countries the Chinaman comes 
immediately into com petition with white labor, while in the 
Transvaal he does not, because there already exist there two 
planes of labor, the white and the black, and the Chinaman has 
been rigorously confined to the latter.

In any country where white and black labor w ork side by 
side, there are always certain things the white laborer considers 
infra ili/and lie will always relegate these to the black. The 
white man is always scrupulously careful to keep the black on 
the lower level, and to not allow him to rise, since that would 
mean com petition. In the Transvaal the white miner has the 
overseer’s position and the black man does most o f  the hard 
w ork. Engine-drivers and mechanics are white m e n ; in fact, 
skilled work o f  all kinds has always been done by the white 
man, and always will be done by him.

The Chinese have simply supplemented the supply jof Kaffirs, 
and have never been in com petition with the white labor any — 
more than are the 100,000 or m ore Kaffirs now at w ork in the 
mines in such com petition. N obody has ever objected  to these 
Kaffirs w orking with, and under the direction of, the white 
miners, and as there are. (i,000,000 o f  them south o f  the Zam- 
besi alone, the country can never be made a “  white man’s 
country | in the full sense o f  that term.

It is evident that the feeling against the Chinese, founded as 
it is u p o l a valid and practical cause in other countr 
such basis in the Transvaal, and is there but an cn 
m ent; one, however, that was w orked to such an extent in 
Knirland. where the average man knew nothin”' o f  the real con-
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ditions and supposed the Chinese w ould eventually oust the ^  
Britons, th a t the Chinese have to be sent hom e on th efcxp ira -' -g. 
tion o f  tlieir contracts. This has been go in g  on for som l time, 
so that lu t  o f  the 53,000 Chinese in the country at the piul o f  
1906, it is estimated that but com paratively few will remain 
by the end o f  this year.

The repatriation o f  the Chinese is a loss to the m ining in­
dustry o f  the Rand, since they are m ore intelligent than the 
Kaffirs and have becom e very adept at m ining-w ork. M oreover, 
they are on a three-year contract, w hile the Kaffirs seldom  stay 
for more than six m onths at a tim e, though they often return.

The question now  is, can all the Chinese be prom ptly re­
placed by Kaffirs, to whose scarcity after the war the introduc­
tion o f  the coolie  is due. On this point divers opinions have 
been expressed, but thus far the Chinese have been so re­
placed, in N ovem ber, 1907, no less than 4,610 Chinese having 
been sent away and their places filled by Kaffirs. The Trans­
vaal government., acknow ledging its responsibility for sending 
away the Chinese, has put itself on record  as desirous o f  aiding 
the m ining industry in every way in its pow er to secure Kaffirs, 
and as they have perhaps m ore ways o f  doing this, it seems — Q 
highly probable that they will succeed. M oreover tjie depressed 
condition o f  business generally throughout South A frica , com ­
bined w ith the shutting-down o f  the ^Kim berley m ines, has 
forced large numbers o f  Kaffirs to seek em ploym ent on theJRand.

A s to white labor, the m iners’ wages, heretofore excessive, 
have been reduced, partly due to the necessity o f  g iv in g  w ork  to 
the hundreds o f  unem ployed in and around Johannesburg, with 
a resultant benefit to all concerned , since the efficiency o f  this 
class o f labor has been m uch im proved .

B efore the strike the white m iners’ pay was about £1  10s. per 
fathot«—stQi>.ed, based on the w ork  o f  the poorest m iner, w ith 
the result that capable contractors made enormons*f»m iit3 : to­
day contract-prices are reduced, and, what is still m ore essen­
tial, are based upon the capacity o f  the best m iners.
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Obituaries.

V .  C, D. LE SLIE . .  X
1 h e ro n 's  that Mr. C. D. Leslie, until
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C. D. Leslie, until 
recently Consulting Engineer to the 
Consolidated Gold Fields of South Africa, 
had lost his life in the railway accident 
to the Natal train at Sugar Bush Bridge 
on February 12th, came as a great blow 
to practically the whole mining com­
munity of the Band. It was a tribute to 
a vivid personality that no one seemed 
able to accept the sad fa c t : it was as 
incredible, as cruel. It was only a few 
months since lie had relinquished the 
arduous post that lie had filled so -_
capably for many years, and had ^
turned with characteristic keenness 
to the development of his farm.
Already private professional business was 
drawing him into new mining interests and 
his friends had never seen him in better 
health and spirits.

Charles Duff Leslie, born 1871, was the 
son of a Scottish landowner of Suddie.
Boss-shire. He came out to this country, 
and after a few years in the Civil Service 
of Natal came to the Transvaal and at 
once associated himself with mining. He 
soon made himself a master of his pro­
fession, and his sound education, fresh 
acquisitive mind and the varied nature of 
his practical "  ' all combined
rapidly to piace him in the front rank of 
mining men.

In 1908 when he took over the manage­
ment- of the Simmer and Jack it was 
realised that a new force was making 
itself felt on the Band. It is owing to 
his work on this mine that he is entitled 
to be called a pioneer in the matter of 
greatly reduced working costs. He intro­
duced" Such an extraordinary increase- in 
efficiency and so organised all branches of 
the work o f the mine as later on gave the 
low grade mines a new lease of life.
Within a year of his coming to the Simmer 
and Jack he had literally worked a 

j revolution on the property. To mention 
I the outstanding features, a single shift 
| replaced the old double shift- without less 

of tonnage.
A new native time - keeping —systprfi, 

i ITBUl! « “ masterpiece in the art of mine 
management, was introduced, and with a 

I reduction of working costs, to a half there



was opened out for the mine a greatly 
extended lease of life.

It is not long ago that the writer heard 
i^ sX e s lie  say that he had always greatly 
admihsj. efficiency. Efficiency is ciVyord 
that has been maltreated of late anawin 
connecting it with his work it is well ro 
consider it a little closely. The efficiency 
that is sc often praised and aimed at, the 
efficiency whose ideal is the machine is not 
the efficiency Mr. Leslie preached and 
practised. He was a man of fine capacity 
and great energy, but these qualities do 
not entirely account for the wonderful 

\ results he achieved. What then was the 
secret of his success Mote than anything 
else it was due to his love tor ideals and 
the immense value he placed upon human 
personality. Where ideas and appreciation 
of ideas in others are absent, one gets the 
"  official ”  type, and a concern so ruled is 
doomed to be without initiative and enter­
prise among its subordinates. C. D. Leslie 
was full of ideas and seemed to induce 
them in others. As the world knows, 
many can use ideas once they are pre­
sented, but few can or’ginate them.

His appreciation of personality was an 
even rarer gift. Xo man who worked for 
him ever felt that he was merely a cog in 
the wheel. He was made to feel that 
there were required of him character and 
responsibility, and above all power to give 
and receive ideas. Most men capable of 
engaging in such a profession as mining 
are also capable of responding to such a 
demand. Their self-respect increases and 
their value to themselves and to the 
world increases accordingly.

There is a limit, especially in this pro­
fession, to what a man can accomplish 
without the goodwill of his subordinates. 
Everyone who worked for Leslie loved 
him, as a miner remarked the other 
day. He was able to make all his men 
:eel that it was their own special quali­
ties that were used and valued. This is 
the gift of the born master of men and 
was the secret of his power cf attaching to 
himself the affectionate lcy.dty of his 
workers. It was, in fact, the secret of his 
> ffieiency.

In addition to his virtues he h a d a n  
exceptional endowment of thji-»"pTaces 
■rlnch rendered his personality as engaging 
and "gracious as it was virile and com­
manding. By virtue of such abounding 
vitalitv combined with a readv imaginative
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sympathy he diffused his own I 
qualities of heart and mind a m o i m J  

who worked for h im : he diffus°Ji ms 
strength, his good spirits, his optffmsm, 
hi/pleasure m ideas and his sense of one’s 
utfrk being a fight and a game— a hard 
tfght against ignorance and waste and a 
great game with the interplay of ideas and 
human forces. Professional contact with 

ie man cheered and invigorated and 
memories ol past meetings give one some 
tarnt conception of the overwhelming loss 
ins death means to those who shared his 
private life.

In the ordinary sense of the word C I) 
Leslie could not be called a public man! 
but Ins life was by no means private He 
spent his strength generously, and his 
nund was always pre-occupied with the 
public value that was bound up with all 
his activities. Latterly this fine qualitv 
nad developed considerably, and in all the 
projects and plans for his "farm the idea of 
contributing something to the agricultural 
future cf the country was ever to the fore.

He was still young, for so fresh 
and open a mind could never decline into 
old togeyisin, and there was still a irreat 
career before him in mining, industry"'and 
agiiculture. I he very large attendance of 
representatives of everv section of the com ­
munity at the funeral showed that the Band 
was conscious of having lost one of the finest 
of its sons.

In 1016, when Vice-President of the S.A. 
Institution of Engineers, he took the 
initiative in convening a meeting of repre­
sentatives of the several local technical 
societies, which resulted in a Scientific- and 
Technical Committee being formed to assist 
the Government during the war. This Com­
mittee was ultimately amalgamated with the 
(roveminent Advisory Board, and is now the 
Government Advisory Board of Industries 
and Science, a body which has done much 
useful work for the community. In 1918-19/ 
h.e y as the President of the S.A. Institu- /  
tionlof Engineers. /

I k  joined this Society as a member in 
Felfruary, 1803.

W. E. T.
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H ENR^ L O l'IS . world-famous runn­
ing engineer and professor of 
mining for 27 years at the University 

•»f Durham. died on Feb. A^at the age 
•>f 83. \ F or  the follow ing n ^ es upon 
bis ca reeA  we are indebted u\he En- 
■gineer: Louis was a man wh(.* held 
strong views and liked to express them 
‘ trongly. He was impatient with any­
thing that he considered unwarranted 
by the evidence, unfair, or foolish.

He was*born on Dec. 7. 1855. His 
father was a lace merchant in London, 
but he received his elementary educa­
tion largely in Germany, returning to 
England at the age o f ten to enter the 
City o f London school. A scholarship 
to the Royal School o f Mines in Lon­
don led to still further honors, for he 
emerged three years later with the 
highest award then given— the dc la 
Beche M edal— and an associateship in 
mining and metallurgy. A fter a few 
months as chemist for joh n  Percy, well- 
known chemist. Louis was offered a 
position as chemist to the Steel Co. of 
Canada in Nova Scotia, which position 
lie held for three years. Before re­
turning to England, he made a todr 
o f the iron and steel districts o f the 
L'nited States. He was soon off to 
Ecuador as assayer and assistant man­
ager o f a gold mine, where he sp^nt 
an adventurous few years: he is re­
ported. among other things, to have 
quelled a riot with his umbrella. After 
a brief period at Genoa, he went to 
the Transvaal where he did a great 
deal o f  consulting work during the 
busy period from 1885 to 1890. In 
the latter year he founded, with H. M. 
Becher. the firm o f  Becher. Louis and 
Co.. in Singapore, and he was engaged 
in consulting work at many properties 
throughout India and Siam. After Mr. 
Becher’s death. Louis returned to Lon­
don. He was just forty when he came 
home in 1895 to settle down as a pro- 
fessor o f  mining in the Arm strong 
College o f  the University o f Durham, 
which position he was to hold until 
his retirement in 1923. It was actually 
in ^ e  remainder o f  his life that he 
attainM the distinction for which he 
was hom^red in the mining and m etal­
lurgical ir^ustries. Am ong the manv 
positions o f  honor that he held was 
that o f  president o f the f r r "  " —1 gj— 1 
Institute and the secretaryship o f  the

"faculty or'graduate -tudies from 1 § 9 3  
to 1918. when he became emeritus. Dr. 
Monroe was also the inverfior o f  porous 
cones for filtration and o f  metallic felt 
filters, notably the Monroe crucible. He 
proposed and was coinventor o f the 
pendulum friction device and developed 
catalytic coatings. He was the author 
o f many publications on explosives.
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