
Mrs N. Cross
End Conscription Campaign 
P.O. Box 537 
Kengray 
2100

2 Hakea Cresent
DawnPark
Boksburg
1459
12 July, 1993

Fax: 834-3189 

Dear Mrs cross,

Re; ECO Paace Festival

Thank you for your invitation to the ECC Peace F e s t i v a l . There 
seems to be sorae c o n f usion in that y o u  mention in your letter 
Ll<.„C t inn +-hn Vasr+-1 -irsi 1 T h n m h l v  Rnhmit. that
X did not agree to this.

Because of pressing family matters, I am not able t o  attend the 
Festival. 

Thank you once again for the i n v i t a t i o n  and w i s h  you a successful 
F e s t i v a l ,

0  Yours sincerely, 

Limpho Hani



P O Box 4167 
Halfway House 
Republic of South Africa 
1685

No. 8 Constantia Office Park 
239 Old Pretoria Rd 
Halfway House 
Republic of South Africa

Tel:
Fax:

(011) 805-1796/4260 
(011) 805-1874

Johathan Ancer 
Festival Organiser 
End Conscription Campaign 
P O Box 537 
KENGRAY 
2100

Dear Mr Ancer

ECC 1993 PEACE FESTIVAL REPORT

Your letter of 23 July 1993 refers.

Attached are two submissions that we made to the Multiparty talks that you may find useful. 

Yours sincerely

Institute for Defence Policy 

3 August, 1993

DR J K CILLIERS 
DIRECTOR

Directors: Dr J K Cilliers, Mr P  B Mertz

“
0

|



P.O. Box 11434 
Brooklyn 

0011

End Conscription Campaign 
Mr J Ancer 
P O Box 537 
KENGRAY 
2100

26 July 1993

Dear Mr Ancer

I hereby confirm receipt of your proposal dated 20 April 
of which the content has been noted.

Although we appreciate immensely the work of your proposal, we 
unfortunately cannot assist you with your project due to budgetary 
c o n s t r a i n t s .

We would, however, like to wish you all the success w i t h  your 
future work!

Yours faithfully

MR K UEDA

SECOND SECRETARY



i  K a g i s o

Y  T r u s t  ( T v l )

6th FLOOR CAVENDISH CHAMBERS, 183 JEPPE STREET, JOHANNESBURG 2001 
P.O. BOX 9754, JOHANNESBURG 2000 TEL: (011) 337-1810/1 FAX: (011) 333-6427

TRUSTEES:

CHAIRMAN 
DR A NKOMO

DR A. BOESAK 

REV. F. CHIKANE 

DR M.COLEMAN 

PROF. J. GERWEL 

.  MR Y. MAHOMED 

™FR. S. MKHATSHWA 

DR B. NAUDE 

REV. D.M. SOGA 

ARCHBISHOP D. TUTU

GENERAL SECRETARY 
MR E. MOLOBI

DEPUTY 
GENERAL SECRETARY 

H. KLEINSCHMIDT

PROJECTS DIRECTOR 
MR V. MOGANE

DEPUTY 
PROJECTS DIRECTOR 

N SOWAZI

27 J u l y  1993

___ _________________

____________________________________________________

_2x.V. 0 _ 0 _ ______________________________

ATTENTION: A • P-________

D e a r . . .

Thank you for your project funding proposal dated 
n  .VfV&5» .

Regrettably, Kagiso Trust cannot fund your project as 
it does not meet its (KT) funding criteria. The Trust 
does not normally provide funds for:

* The building of structures

* Emergency funds to meet shortfalls

* For individuals

* R u nning costs only 

* ^ / " O n c e - o f f  events (conferences, etc)

* Cultural projects

* Medial projects

We wish you everything of the best in your endeavours 
to raise funds.

Yours Sincerely

THABISO DIRECTOR 
REGIONAL DIRECTOR



ECC Festival Committee 
Khotso House 
42, De Villiers Street 
Johannesburg 
2001

11th Apr i l , 1985

^F^ . w ^ iting to ™  behalf of the End Conscriptio n Committee .
(ECC) to inform you of our activities and our plans for a

t h e 1 Festival!"iVal ^  1 985 ' 3nd t0 rec?uest Your'support for

The End Conscription Campaign

The End Conscription Committees were formed at the end of 1983 
out of a growing concern amongst a number of progressive individuals 
and organisations over the intensifying civil war in South A f ^ c a  
A campaign to end conscription was seen as an appropriate response

A f rican9 r>pfin9 "’J,1 1 t a r ^ atlon of our society, the role of the South 
D^ fence Force (SADF) inside and outside South Africa and 

compulsory conscription of young white men into this army.

r ^ n f 0T o re a n P f esent End Conscription Committees in Johannesburg,
Cape Town, Durban and Port Elizabeth, which are c o llectively

q ?o u d s  a V ^ V 0 S t u d e n t ' y°u t h ' church, political and w o m e n’s 
groups A list of organisations affiliated to ECC is included

T5 erS iS 3 900d Prospect of forming an ECC in 
Pietermaritzburg during the course of this year.

a H u I a t e d ^ p S 1^ 1031 ^  theolo9 ical e f f e c t i v e s ,  the organisations 
e“ ii lated to ECC have m  common the following beliefs: that in

fr iCac the SADF 1S an ag g r e s s ivp force and an obstacle to

apartheid “tiat ? h r / fri?? ^  S A D F’S P r i m a r y function is to defend partheid that the so-called enemy is not a foreign external

iI9 a0 h r p L h U t f t ĥe South African and Namibian people; and that it
to P !! 3 fundam^ ntal human right to deny young men the right

refuse to serve m  the army on grounds of conscience.

The ECC is committed to working for a just peace in our land and

and Ceaith J° Cie t T in wh^ c h .basic human rights and access to land 
are no longer denied to the m a j o r i t y  of South Africans.

D e c l a r ^ l o n fS thiS commitment are encapsulated in the ECC
; oc l " r a t l o n - . A c°Py of the Declaration, and a list of some of

to this letterOI(appendixd 2 j ^ Ua^ S ^  “ •



During 1984 the ECC's engaged in a variety of activities to 
publicise and win support for its call to end conscription. There 
were anti-war concerts, press conferences, public meetings and 
picket demonstrations. Pamphlets, posters, stickers, buttons and 
“Shirts were produced and distributed. These activities and forms 

of media revolved around three main issues - Namibia, the launch of 
the ECC Declaration and thp S A D F 's invasion into the townships - 
and reached thousands of people throughout the country.

included a more detailed description of the formation of ECC 
30 1 0 0  i3as:‘-s -̂ts opposition to conscription, its activities 
in 1984 and plans for 1985, its structure, administration and 
finances, and its relationship to other organisations (appendix 3).

so attached is an up to date list of ECC activities so far this 
year (appendix 4).

ECC Peace Festival

At its National Conference in Janua ry this year the ECC decided to 
hold a National Festival in Johannesburg from 27 to 30 of June

F e s t ival" 366 th0me °f ^  FeStival is "StoP the call-up : ECC Peace

The objectives of the Festival are to make an impact on the general 
public and raise their awareness of ECC and its position  on 
conscription, to deepen the understanding of the people who attend 
the Festival, to build ECC organi s a t i o n a l l y  and to strengthen 
the relationship between ECC and its affiliates.

The ECC's are cur rently in the process of brainstorming ideas for 
the content of the Festival. The provisional programme at this 
stage is as follows:

Thursday e v e n i n g : opening of Festival with key-note 
speakers Dr. Beyers Naude, Bishop Tutu and speakers 
from ECC, the United Democratic Front (UDF) and the 
Namibian Council of Churches.

Friday morning and a f t e r n o o n : seminars, workshops, videos 
and drama covering m i l i t ariz ation and the role of the SADF.

F r iday e v e n i n g : panel of conscientious objectors including 
objectors to the SADF and the Cape Corpsand a Swapo 
objector.

^Saturday morning and a f t e r n o o n : seminars, workshops, videos 
drama covering resistance to m ilitarizati on and conscription.

Saturday n i g h t : anti-war concert.



Sunday: Conscientious Objector Support Group (COSG)
C o n f e r e n c e .

The impact of the Festival will obviously  be heightened in the 
context of the July call-up and the ongoing activities of the SADF 
in African townships.

We are confident that, with your support and assistance, the Festival 
will significantly advance the d evelopment of the growing movement 

for peace in South Africa.

^ 0  see international solidarity with the struggle of the South African 
peoole generallv and with ECC specifi cally as being of great importance
- it contributes to the pressure being applied to the South African 
government from inside our country and is a source of strength to 
our organisations. International s olida rity also provides 
organisations in South Africa with a significant degree of protection 
from State harassment.

We have some ideas of the kind of solida r i t y  action you can engage 
in: you can send messages of support to the Festival; you can publicise 
amongst your membership or c o n s t i t u e n c y  an ECC statement which we 
are preparing for this purpose and will send to you; churches could 
hold days of prayer on the Sunday of the Festival; other organisations 
could hold protest meetings in s o lidarity with the campaign against 
conscription around the time of the Festival. There might well be 
other forms of action that would be more appropriate to the nature 
of your organisation.

If you decide to focus on our campaign  or Festival, could you inform 
us of this at the above address or via the South African Council 
of Churches (SACC) telex no:486519 or through South A f ricanst hat you 
have contact with. It would be helpful if you could also tell us 
something about your organisation - its policy, member s h i p  and 

a c t i v i t i e s .

We would greatly appreciate your passing this letter on to other^ 
sympathetic organisations in your c o un try or to your affiliates in 
other parts of the world.

If you would like a copy of the Festival programme once it is 
finalised or would find it useful to receive ECC media and statements 
on an ongoing basis, we would be glad to make these available to you.

Yours in peace and solidarity,

Laurie Nathan
ECC National Organiser



E.C.C. MKMHF.K O K C A X I Z A T I O N S

J O H ANNES til'RC

1. C o n s c i e n t io u s  Ob jectors' S u p p o r t  C r o u p  (COSG)

2. Black S ash

3. National Union of So u t h  A f r i c a n  S t u d e n t s  ( N C S A S )

A. National E d u c a t i o n  Union of S o u t h  A f r i c a  (NEUSA)

5. Ca t h o l i c  W a r  and Peace

6. Yo u n g  C h r i s t i a n  S t u d en t s

7. J o h a n n e s b u r g  D e m o c r a t i c  A c t i o n  C om m i t t e e .  (JODAC)

8. Wits U n i v e r s i t y  C a t h o l i c  Socj/4ty
t

9. S o u t h  A f r i c a n  I n s t i t u t e  of Race R e l a t i o n s

10. H u m a n  A w a r e n e s s  P r og r a m m e s

11. P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h
%

12. C a t h o l i c  J u s t i c e  and R e c o n c i l i a t i o n

1 3 . South A f r i c a n  Council o f  Churches



TOWARDS A JUST PEACE IN OUR LAND

A D e c la ra t io n  to E n d  C o n s c r ip t io n

We live in an unjust" society w here basic human rights are denied 
to the m ajority of the people.

We live in an unequal society w here  the land and wealth are 
owned  by the m inority.

We live in a society in a state of civil war, u/here brother is 
called on to figh t brother.

lA/e call for an end to conscription.

Young men a re  conscripted to maintain the illegal occupation of 
Namibia, and to wage unjust war against foreign countries.

Young men are conscripted to assist in the implementation and 
defence of apartheid policies.

Young men uoho refuse to se rve  a re  faced with the choice of a 
life, of exile or a possible six'years in prison.

lA/e call fo r an end to conscription.

We believe th a t fhe financial cost of the war increases the poverty of 
our country, and that money should rather be, used in the interests of peace.

We believe that fhe extension of conscription to coloured and Indian 
citizens u/ill increase conflict and fu rth e r divide our country.

W E  BEL JEV E  THAT IT IS  T H E  M O R A L  R I6 H T  O F  S O U T H  
A F R IC A N S  T O  E X E R C IS E  F R E E D O M  O F  C O N S C IE N C E  
A N D  T O  C H O O SE N O T  T O  S E R V E  IN  T H E  S A D F .

m CALL FOR. AN END TO CONSCRIPTION 

WE CALL FOR A JUST PEACE IN OUR LAND



ENDORSED

ORGANISATIONS

1 . SACC

0
4. • WPCC

3 . TEAM

4 . SUC A

5 . CATHOLIC WAR AND PEACE

6 . COSG

7 . CAP

8 . UDF

9. NUSAS

10. CIVIL RIGHTS LEAGUE

1 1 . SAIRR

12. WOMEN'S MOVEMENT FOR PEACE

13. EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

14. QUAKERS

1 5 . NCFS

16 . UCT S.R.C

17 . UCT MEDICAL STUDENTS COUNCIL

18 . UCT ANSOC

19 . UCT CATHSOC

20 . BLACK SASH

21 . MINISTERS FRATERNAL, MITCHELLS

22 . MITCHELLS PLAIN CO-ORDINA TING <

23 . YCS

24 . CAHAC

25 . CAYCO

26 . UWO

27 . CLOWU

23 . COSAS

29 . DPSC

30 . BOARD OF SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

31 . CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

32. CATHOLIC JUSTICE AND PEACE

33. ADAC

34. SAAK

35. AZASO (WC)

I M .

— rnmrr



36. S.A. CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE

37. NAT. MEDICAL AND DENTAL ASSOCIATIO:: (NAM D A )

3 3. A N G LIC A L C ! i U R C •».

INDIVIDUALS

1. REVEREND ALAN BOESAK

2. ARCHBISHOP DENIS HURLEY

3. REVEREND BEYERS NAUDS

4. SHEENA DUNC.y.N - PRESIDENT BLACK SASH

5. OSCAR MPETUA - PRESIDENT UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT

6. HELEN JOSEPH

7. DR. WOLFGANG KISTNER

8. MOLLY BLACKBURN - MPC

9. DI BISHOP - MPC

10. BISHOP BRUCE EVANS

11. PROFESSOR JAKES GEWEL

12. PROFESSOR DAVID WELSH

13. PROFESSOR MICHAEL SAVAGE-

14. SIR RICHARD LUYT

15. DR. MARGARET NASH

16. PROFESSOR FRANCIS WILSON

17. REVEREND DAVID RUSSEL

18. DR. OSCAR WOLLHEIM

19. FATHER TIMOTHY STANTON

20. BISHOP SELBY TAYLOR

21. DR. IVAN THOMS

22. SUE WILLIAMSON

23. MRS NOEL ROBB

24. MRS MARY BURTON

25. MR. BRIAN BISHOP

26. MR KEITH GOTTSCHALK

27. REVEREND COURTNEY SAMPSON

28. REVEREND MABELGAARN

29. REVEREND LIONEL LOUW 

. 30. REVEREND DOUG BAX

31. REVEREND COLIN JONES

32. MAMA ZILANGU

33. KATE PHILIP



TOWARDS A  JUST PEACE fW CUR LAftD

A  D.’ii^rrjT i m  tz> B v ^  Covt Ocr-?p f- l^ n

W i fcvc. h  cn irjw cf icc/cty tvS irc batlc human r frh h  Grz dinged 
to  ih t  m ajw ify cf {"fit pccpk.

I'Va. D*/i h  cn is iis iiil cccidy tv«\cm i.S* L rJ  end b^tsll'h cre 
CwniCi tiy v!i£ minor ify.

.IVfi live En Q to d ^y  Ln o ctsta o f civil ivar, c/ksrz, brother fa 
cai’ta cn Jo l  hruJhcr.

Wi ccH fw cn end ft» cenAi/'.’sJt^n.0

Ycantf tm n  era- coaicrip&od fo mahhifn {.Kc. tilin g ! cccijpcihncf 
Mcm-laa 5 erd fc> trfga isijucr e/sr againd" Coreî n esvrtb-jcs.

\siVV7 tjvan era czxizarhtzd ib> c tiis f in £fea fcyî InnaruaKon &"cf 
&?cnca c l £̂ 3crr>ScIa esiici&a.

\iis fv t essn rc&s* {» carve. era. Ccsssl ferffl* *!«w civsicc. cF a . 
tire, ci- c ilia  c r o paa& ii ei* jeers fcj p-£rcn.

Uk call fcr* on ear] cc^&crfpftan.

Wc Wlijye {yes} ttw. exfcntlon cf ecncarjnftcn ta csJamad £na Jncian 
bail s tc ^ -s  ccnflid- Cnd fu rjh » r cS-Vida cur c u n h y

tVE BEUE'E THAT fT IS THE MORAL RIGHT CF 501/TH  
AFRICANS ID EflEROSE FREEDOM C F CCNSC’EMCE 
AND TO CHOOSE KOI TO SERVE IN THE SADF.

WE CALL E K  APJ EVP ID  CB&SC&PTEOM

VVE G U L R &  A JU ST F£ *£ 3  VI m i  JLAMD
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ENDORSED

O R G A N I S A T I O N S

1.- SACC

2. W P C C

3 . T E A M

4. SUCA

5. CATHOLIC WAR AMD PEACE

6. COSG

7. CAP

8. UDF

9. NUSAS

10. CIVIL RIGHTS LEAGUE

11. SAIRR

12. WOMEN'S MOVEMENT FOR PEACE

13. EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

14. QUAKERS

15. NCFS

1 5. UCT S .R .C

17. UCT MEDICAL STUDENTS COUNCIL

18. UCT ANSOC

19. UCT CATHSOC

20. BLACK SASH

21. MINISTERS FRATERNAL, MITCHELLS PLAIN.

22. MITCHELLS PLAIN C O - O RDINAT ING COMMITTEE.

23. YCS

2 4. CAHAC

2 5. CAYCO

26. UWO

27. CLOWU

23. COSAS

2 9 . DPSC

30. BOARD OF SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

31. CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

32. CATHOLIC JUSTICE AND PEACE

33. ADAC

34. SAAK

35. A2ASO (WC)



36. S.A. CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE

37. NAT. MEDICAL AMD DENTAL ASSOCIATION (NAMDA)

33. ANGLICAL CHURCH.

I N D I V I D U A L S

1. REVEREND ALAN BOESAK

2. ARCHBISHOP DENIS HURLEY

3. R E V E R E N D  B E Y E R S  NAUDfi

4. SHEEN A DUNCAN - PRESIDENT BLACK SASII

5. OSCAR MPETIIA - PRESIDENT UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT

6. HELEN JOSEPH

7. DR. W OLFGANG KISTNER

8. MOLLY BLACKBURN - MPC

9. DI BISHOP - MPC

10. BISHOP BRUCE EVANS

11. PROFESSOR JAKES GEWEL

12. PROFESSOR DAVID WELSH

13. PROFESSOR MICHAEL SAVAGE

14. SIR RICHARD LUYT

15. DR. MARGARET NASH

16. PROFESSOR FRANCIS WILSON

17. R E V E R E N D  D A V I D  R U S S E L

18. DR. OSCAR WOLLHEI M

19. FATHER TIMOTHY STANTON

20. BISHOP SELBY TAYLOR

21. DR. IVAN THOMS

22. SUE WILLIAMSON

23. MRS NOEL ROBB

24. M R S  M A R Y  B U R T O N

25. MR. B R I A N  B I S H O P

26. MR KEITH GOTTSCHALK

27. R E V E R E N D  C O U R T N E Y  S A M P S O N

28. REVEREND MABELGAARN

29. REVEREND LIONEL LOUW 

. 30. REVEREND DOUG BAX

31. REVEREND COLIN JONES

32. MAMA ZILANGU

33. KATE PHILIP



A- BACKGROUND ON THF. CAMPAIGN

1. FOLIATION

In M a r c h  19S3 the Black Sas h  passed a m o t i o n  at its a n n u a l  co n g r e s s,  calli n g  

for an end to c o m p u l s o r y  m i l i t a r y  c o n s c r i p t i o n  int o  the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  

D e f e n c e  Force. T h e  call was m a d e  in r e s p o n s e  to the s i t u a t i o n  v h i c h  prevails 

in S o u c h  Africa, w h e r e b y  all w h it e  m ales are r e q u i r e d  to do two years 

m i l i t a r y  service, to be follo w e d  by two years of m i l i t a r y  camps, spread over 

-12 years. (These camps o f t e n  i n vo l v e  o p e r a t i o n a l  d u t y  on the N a m i b i a n  Border). 

A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  his camps, the c o n s c r i p t r e m a in s  "o n  r e s e r v e "  until he 

reaches the age of 55.

At the time that the B l a ck  S ash m a d e  its call, two s i g n i f i c a n t  events 

p r o m p t e d  the formation of the End C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n  ( E . C . C . ) .  Firstly, 
in r e s p o n s e  to the g r o w i n g  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  m o v e m e n t  in S o u t h  Africa, 

the govern.nent pas s e d  a n e w  la w i n c r e a s i n g  t h e . m a x i m u m  p r i s o n  s e n t e n c e  for 

c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e ct o r s  from two to six years. W h i l e  c e r t a i n  r e f o r m s  w ere 

introduced, these a p p l i e d  o n l y  to ^.individuals c l a s s i f i e d  as " r e l i g i o u s  

pa c i f i s t s. "  Th e  p u n e t i v e  six-year; s e n t e n c e i n d i c a t e d  to m a n y  in the 

c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  m o v e m e n t  that little was to be g a i n e d  out of c a m p a i 

g n i n g for legal reform.

At about the same time the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a n n o u n c e d  thac it wcs 

pav in g  the' wa y  for the p o s s i b l e  future c o n s c r i p t i o n  of " C o l o u r e d s "  and Indians. 

This was to be a logical c o n c l u s i o n  to the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of the n e w  tr i - c a me r a l  

c o n s t it u t i o n ,  w h i c h  was to ex t en d  limited v o t i n g  r i g h t s  to the " C o l o u r e d  

and i n di a n  c om m u nities. T h e  p r o s p e c t t h e r e f o r e  e x i s t e d  of c o m p u l s o r y  

m i l i t a r y  c o n s c r i p t i o n  b eing e x t e n d e d  beyond the p r i v i l e g e d  w h i t e  community, 

to h u n d r e d s  of thousands of S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  wh o  d a i l y  s u f f e r  the h a r d s h i p s  

of apartheid.

T h e s e  two events o c c u r r e d  in the cont e x t  of the g r o w i n g  m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  of 

S o u t h  A f r i c a n  society, w i t h  the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  D e f e n c e  F o r c e  ( S . A . D. F . )  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  taking on the r ole of the m a j o r  d e f e n d e r  of a p a r t h e i d ,  and 

at times even d i r e c t l y  i m p l e m e n t i n g  a p a r t h e i d  p o l i c i e s  (for example, 

a s s i s t i n g  ih'the g o v e r n m e n t  forced removals p r o g r a m m e s ) .  A t  the same 

time the S.A.D.F. was c o n t i n u i n g  its illegal o c c u p a t i o n  of N a m i b ia ,  and 

its d e s t a b i l i s a t i o n  of the S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a n  s u b - c o n t i n e n t .

T h i s  was the context whe n 100 delegates g a t h e r e d  in D u r b a n  in J u l y  1983 

at the annual c o n f e r e n c e  of the c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r  a u p p o r t  C r o u p s  
( C O S C’s). T h e r e  a d e c i s i o n  was taken to launch a c a m p a i g n ,  t a k i n g  up the 

c all of the B lack Sash. It was deci d ed  that the c a m p a i g n  a h o u l d  be aa 

b r o a d - b a s e d  as possible, and that local C O S G  g r o u p s  ahould t ak e  the 

i n i t i a t i v e  at s e t t i n g  up E n d  C o n s c r i p t i o n  C o m m i t t e e s .



T h r o u g h o u t  the s ec o n d  ho If ̂  C 1983 1 ̂ ^ ^ L ^ ^ h e s e  e v e n t u l n y

civil rights and P o l‘“ C *’ f che £lld C o n s c r i p t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .

~ . b.tg; Ca,, To*. ,

r.Asi*> o f  o n m s r n o N  t o  c o n s c k t t t i o n

p a c k a ge

i C o n s c r i p c i o n  i n t e n sifies the v i o l e n t  c o n f l i c t  in our s o c iety, 
l. conscript. . j , _ „ i w,, n o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  w h i c h  d e n i e s

T his c o n f l ic t  is e ng e n d e r e d  b> a P° ^“ c y ^  ^  c o n f r o n t e d
most S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  basic h u m a n  rights. S t . .
b V .  c ivil v.r. a t t e m p t ,  to s top this by c o m p u l s o r y  c o n s c r i p t i o n  

can o nly result in e s c a l a t i n g  v i o l e n c e  an d  furthet 4 i » i s  » • 

Conflict con only be resolved by d i s m a n t l i n g  the a p a r t h e i d  
sys Lem an d  r e c o g n i s i n g  .11 S o u t h  A . r i c a n s  as lull c n l . e u e .

ii. Conscription prolong, the » r  in Namibia. South Africa'.
Namibia la Illegal in terms of .at.ro.tlon.l l.w. Ihc 

. o£ South African troops and immediate elections supervi y

united Nations
o w n  future 

process

in. Conscription yioiates a human /service and ^ g r a n t e d

Z . V X l  ‘o „ : : r u t: ; r a U e rr ^ t v e rallpr‘eILrco,,c r i p t i o „  does not 

-recognise this righL.

3. C A M P A I C N  T O  DATE .

Within the year of the campaign's existence

Most i m p o r t a n t l y ,  millions of Soot .rlC3 nn d  a c c w rance  e v e n  b e y o n d  the 
end the c a m p a i g n  has ac h i e v e d  a ‘ " Z i T , t h e  r e c e n t

.expectations of its i nitiators. 0 0 0 ositi>n P r o g r e s s i v e
shift in p o l i c y  on c o n s c r i p t i o n  o n  the part of the PP c o n s c r i p t i o n
federal Party vas partly induced by the p r e s s u r e  of  the End Co P

Cam p a i g n.  (At its federal c o n f e s s  in N o v e m b e r  1984 the FbP P 

m o t i o n  c a l l i n g  for an end to c o m p u l s o r y  c o n s c r i p t i o n ) .
1 )

T h e  E C C  ’ s ha v e  so far o r g a n i s e d  two m a j o r  c a m p a i g n s .  Ov e r  M a y  and J une 

1984 a focus on N a m i b i a  was held in J o h a n n e s b u r g  and C a p e  T o w n  T h e
n H a d e  for Che imm e d i a t e  w i t h d r a w a l  of S o u t h  A f r i c a n  troops from 

N a m i b i a  as a first step towards e n d i n g  c o n s c r i p c i o n  T h r o u g h  p u b l i c  

m e e t i n e s  press conferences, pickets, c o n c e r t s  an d  a n  i n t e n s i v e  m e d i a  !

’ the a t t e n t i o n  of the p u b l i c  was d r a w n  to the d e m a n d.  Thre«_ ; 
c a m p a i g n ,  . v c c • A d v o c a t c  A n t o n  L u b o w s k i (
N a m i b i a n s  w e r e  brou g h t  to South A f r i c a  by E . C. C . .  A d v o c a t e  A n t o n  u •

„ R5hr (leader of the Namibian Chriscian Deaocracic Parcy) and -
Pastor Cornellos gameeta (Vice-presidenc of the Evangelical Lutheran Church)



Th e  second m ajor c a m p a i g n  was the l a unching of the E. C .C .  d e c l a r a t i o n  in 

Octo b e r  1984. The d e c l a r a t i o n  was drawn up as a d o c u m e n t  e x p r e s s i n g  

u n d e r l y i n g reasons for the call to end c o n s c r i pt i o n ,  a n d  a s s e r t i n g  the 

demand for a just p e a c e  in our land. It was e n d o r s e d  by a r a n g e of o r g a n i 

sations and p ro minent in d i v i d u a l s  (see sec AS). T h e  p u b l i c  I n c h i n g  o 

the d e c l a r a t i o n  was seen as a way of p u b li c l y  p u t t i n g  the c a m p a i g n  on the

map.

In Cane Town, the d e c l a r a t i o n  was l a unched at a p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  a t t e n d e d  by 

about 1 4C0 people, and a d d r e s s e d  by, a m o n g s t  o t h e r s,  R evd. A l l a n  Boesa 

( I’rcS i L i l t  of t l  w o r l d  A l l i a n c e  ul R e f o r m e d  l u r c h e s )  and Mrs Sheena D u n c a n  

(President of Black Sash). As part of a b u i l d - u p  to the l a u n c h  a range of 

activ i t i e s  were h'eld: a press c onference, w h e r e  p r o m i n e n t
i n d icated why they s u p p o r t e d  the c am paign; a roc k  c o n c e r t ;  a church vigil 

and c o m m u ni o n  service; a picket d e m o n s t r a t i o n ;  and a «  i n t e n s i v e  m e d i a  

campaign, w h ic h  included the p r o d u c t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  oi l-Shirt , 

badges, p ub l i c a t i o n s  and a s l i d e - t p p e  show.

in J o ha nnesburg, the l a u n c h  of the c a m p a i g n  was a f f e c t e d  by C h e j j e r m j e n t  

ban on public m e e t i n g s  in c e r t a i n  areas. T h e y  c o n s e q u e n t  y u 

d e c l a r a t i o n  with a " S p r i n g  Fair," w h i c h  was p u b l i c l y  o p e n e d  by Sheena 

D u n c a n  and veteran h u m a n  rights c ampaigner, Mrs. H e l e n  J o s e p h  They, too, 

T l T a  press c o n  f e r e n e e , at w h i c h / p e o p l e  like Revd. B e y e r s  N a u d e  p u b li c l y

en d o r s e d  the campaign.

In Du r b a n  the c a m p a i g n  was l a u n c h e d  throu g h  a h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  public 

m e e t i n g  add r e s s ed  by c h u r c h  ieader, Rev. W e s l e y  M a b u z a  a n d  by A d v o c a t e  

Zac Y a c o o b  of the N a ta l  I n d i a n  Congress. As part o f  a b u i l d - u p  to the 

launch meeting, a s m a l l e r  m e e ting, a d d r e s s e d  by S h e e n a  D u n c a n ,  and an
organisational workshop ware held. The workshop attracted a range of

organisations and youth groups not yet part of E.C.C. . but which were keen 

to p a r t i c i p at e  in the c a m paign.

Besides these, two m a j o r  campaigns, the three E . C . C . ' s  h a v e  e n g a g e d  in a 

• r a n g e  of activ i t i e s  in o rder to raise a w a r e n e s s  and c o n s o l i d a t e  suppor .

.
T h e s e  "have included:

Surveys c o n d u c t ed  on all E n g l i s h  s p e a k i n g  u n i v e r s i t y  c a m p u s e s  and in 

som e  churches. (The campus surveys I n d i c a t e d  a 70/. s u p p o r t  for 

call to end c o n sc r i p t i o n ) .

E d u c a t i o n  seminars and w o r k s h o p s  for E.C.C. m e m b e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

A Dublic focus on the A u g u s t  to N o v e m b e r  T r a n s v a a l  a n d  E a s t e r n  Cape

* un r es t  In w h i c h  the m i l i t a r y  played and e x t e n s i v e  a n d  r e p r e s s i v e

r o l e  (In Cap e  T own, . prot e s t  m e e ting, a d d r e s s e d  fay P r o f e s s o r  Francis

Wils o n ,  was a t t e n d e d  by over 500 people). • .
' i . 1 • • • * i ~ J
Mass d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p a m p h l e t s  at the time of t h e  J u l y  In t a k e into 

the S . A . D . F .‘

4. F U T U R E  PLANS . \



T h e  m a j o r  focus of E . C . C . ' s  work d u r i n g  1985 will be a c a m p a i g n  aro u n d  the 

issue of y outh and c o n s c r i p t i o n . T h e  focus will form p a r t  of the Uni t e d  

Nations I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Yea r  of the youth ca m p a i g n , w h i c h  is b e i n g  taken up 

in S o u th  A f r i c a  by o r g n n i s a t i o n s  such as the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  C o u n c i l  of 

C h u r c h e s  and the United D e m o c r a t i c  Front. Oiie of the Y e a r  of the Y o u t h  

themes is "peace" w ith c o n s c r i p t i o n  b eing s e e n  n a t i o n a l l y  as an i m portant 

s u b-theme. A l r e a d y  E.C.C. is p a r t i c i p a t i n g  on the S . A . C . C .  Y e a r  of the 
Y o u t h  C ommittee.

Besides the youth focus, a range of o t h e r  focuses and a c t i v i t i e s  are planned:

A n  o n - g o i n g  focus on the N a m i b i a n  s i t u a t io n ,  and i n c r e a s i n g l y  close 

liaison with  their a n t i - c o n s c r i p t i o n  c a m paign.
N *

A c o n t i n u i n g  focus on the role of the m i l i t a r y  in i n t e r n a l  unrest.

a focus on the issue of paren t s  and c o n s c r i p t i o n  (as a p a r a l l e l  to the 
y o u t h  campaign).

I iKTi'iis i «)•. focus mi I lie isHiu* of " C o l o u r e d "  and iu di u u  coiibe r I pt ion .

. A n a t i o n a l  cunloreiice in J ul y  I9h'j to d r a w  t o g e t h e r  as m a n y  act i v e  
s u p p o r t e r s  of the c a m p a i g n  as possible.

W i t h  these a c t i v i t i e s  in mind, E.C.C. has p l a n n e d  its f i r s t  n a t i o n a l  

c o n f e r e n c e  for J a n u a r y  1985. D e l e g a t e s  will be m a n d a t e d  from eac h centre 
to e s t a b l i s h  common polic,y and to plan  for 1985.

^E.C.C. S T R U C T U R E  A N D  C O - O R D I N A T I O N

E a c h  local End C o n s c r i p t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  has a f e d e r a l  s t r u c t u r e  and operates 

as a front of o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  A n y  o r g a n i s a t i o n  w h i c h  s u p p o r t s  the d e c l a r a t i o n  

m a y  join the Comm i t t e e .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  are m a n d a t e d  b y  t heir o r g a n i s a t i o n s  

to play  a rol e  on the c om m i t t e e .  A n  e x e c u t i v e  is e l e c t e d  from amon g s t  the 

d e l e g a t e s  to c o n v e n e  m e e t i n g s  and u n d e r t a k e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  tasks. In 

addition, the Cape T o w n  and J o h a n n e s b u r g  E . C . C . ' s  h av e  s e t  up their own 
m e d i a  co m m i t t e es .

N a t i o n a l  c o - o r d i n a t i o n  has, up till now, o p e r a t e d  on a n  i n f o r m a l  and ad 

hoc basis. However, the n eed has n o w  a r i s e n  for E.C.C. to s t r u c t u r e  itself 

on a n a t i o n a l  bus is. Ac the J a n u a r y  19H5 c o n f e r e n c e  a n a t i o n a l  c o - o r d i n a t i n g  

c o m m i iiee wil l take oflice, wit h one r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  frixu e a c h  region.

\ ( > . • ,• _ Ci.po -T-: ■1 , • ■

W h i l e  the E.C.C. o n l y  o p e r a t e s  in J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  C a p e  T o w n  and Durban, 

so l i d  c o n t a c t  has b een e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  s u p p o r c a t i v e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in 

P i e t e r m a r i t z b u r g ,  G r a h a m s t o w n  and Port E l i z a b e t h . '  It is e n v i s a g e d  that 

P i e t e r m a r i t z b u r g  w i l l  be i n c o r p e r a t e d  into a larger N a t a l  region, and that 

a s e p a r a t e  E.C.C. wi l l  be e s t a b l i s h e d  in the E a s t e r n  C a p e .  C l o s e  contact 

has a l s o  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  the e m e r g i n g  a n t i - c o n s c r i t i o n  c a m p a i g n  in 
N a m i b i a . > ’ v



K.C.C. work is carried out c u t i r e l y  by volunteers. H ow e v e r ,  ic hus been 

decided to employ one fu l l - l l m e  national I i e l d - w o r k e r  lro.u llJd5. H i s / h e r  

lusks will be LO assisi exist inn regions, b u i l d - u p  n e w  regions, help ensure 

e fficient national c o - o r d i n a t i o n ,  help or/.unise the July c o n f e r e n c e ,  ana 

conduct research into the urea of c o n s c r i p t i o n  and m i 1 i t n r i s a t i o n .

Ucsides the affiliate organisations in each region, a far larger number 

of o r g anisations, as well as m a n y  pr ominent indi v i d u a l s , h ave e n d o r s e d  the 

E.C.C. dec l a r at i o n .  T h e s e  o rg a n i s a t i o n s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  have, t h r o u g h 

their endorsement, g iven full support to the work of the E.C.C., a l t h o u g h  

thev are g e n e r a l l y  u n a b l e  to get i n v olved in the d a y - t o - d a y  w o r k  of the 

commit t e e s . A list of some of the end o r s er s  is a p p e n d e d  to .their a p p l i c a t i o n .

6 . ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCES

Up until now each re g i o n  has been e n t i r e l y  self-suff i c i e n c  w it h  r e g a r d  to 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and financing. Ge nerally, finances h a v e  b e e n  o b t a i n e d  in 

three w a y s :

i. For s p e c if i c  campa i g ns ,  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  like the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  

C o u n c il  of C h u r c h e s  and Che S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a n  C a t h o l i c  Bishops 

C o n f e r e n c e  h a v e  b e e n  appl i e d  to (an e x a m p l e  of o n e  ad hoc 

a p p l i c a t i o n  is a p p e n d e d ' t o  this a p p l i c a t i o n ) .

Li. Finances have bee n  g e n e r a t e d  through p r o f i t a b l e  pro j e c t s;  for 

example, h o l d i n g  c o n certs and s e l l i n g  T - S h i r t s  and badges.

LiL. .Aflili^te o r g a n i s a t i o n s  have paid small aiiiounts^ot m o n e y  to 

cover local a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  costs.

W h i l e this way of o p e r a t i n g  has sifited E . C . C . ' s  n e e d s  up until now,

‘ it has given rise to c e r t a i n  problems. In p a r t i c u l a r ,  it has h i g h l i g h t e d  

the need for n a c i o n a l fin a n c i al  co- o r d i n at i o n .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a n a t i o n a l  

E.C.C. bank account has been opened in J o h a n n e s b u r g  and the s e r v i c e s  of 

auditors have been p r o c u r e d  (details a p p e n d e d  Co this a p p l i c a t i o n ) .  T h e  

n a t ional c o - o r d i n a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e  (with one r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from ea c h  region) 

will function as the r e s p o n s i b l e  s t r u c tu r e  for the a l l o c a t i o n  of finances.

7. R E L A T I O N S H I P  TO  O T H E R  O R G A N I S A T I O N S

i . South A f r i c a n  C o u nc i l  of Churches

The S.A.C.C. was one of the first o r g a n i s a t i o n s  to e n d o r s e  the 

E.C.C. d e c l a r a t i o n ,  w he n  it p a s s e d  a m o t i o n  Co chis eff e c c  ac 

its annua I c o n f e r e n c e  in June 1984. ( Th e  r e s o l u c i o n  is appended). 

At a local level, Che-We s t e r n  P r o v i n c e  C o u n c i l  of C h u r c h e s  

(the Cape b r a n c h  of the S . A . C . C. )  is r e p r e s e n t e d  on the Ca p e  

Tow n K.C.C. , «ud the V.P.C.C. E c u m e n i c a l  O l l i e e r  sila on the 

Cape Town cxt*cucive



S A c (' .cm b.r churches have also s ivc.i much supporc to the
c 'L a 'L  » number hove endorsed Che d e c la ra t io n ,  and so.ac are
c a m p a i h . s was s t a r e d  e a r l i e r ,
r e p r e s e n t e d  on local C.C.C. * . t.. ̂ , Y o u t h
- i , i.„ o a c r  i ,11 er nu 11 ona I Y e u r  01 tn«. touihis r e p r e s e n t e d  on tl>e b.A.L.i.. im.«.mu

C o mmittee.

Uni te d  D e m o c r a t i c  F r o n t .

E C C is not a f li L ia ted to the U n i t e d  D e m o c r a t i c  F ront hut the 
' ‘ ’■ Jo hav e  c l o s e w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  W h l L e  U.D.I.

has i t s e l f  taken up the conscrip tion  issue, i t  has recognised
C.C.C. as the £ore„,ost 6roupint  heading the

• « in nil centres a number of L.C.C. a t n u a i t  campaign., In all centre ^ ^ ^  ^  dircccly represcnt:ed

S i :  £ \ u  . f e ^ s s  r j 2 = r M «

vlftuttached to any o u t s i d e  o r g a n i s a t i o n .

.T h e c o n s c i e n t i o u s  O b j e c t i o n M o v e m e n t

E C C has m a i n t a i n e d  a very  c l o s e  w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  the 

C o n s c i e n t i o u s  O b j e c t o r  Supf.ort C r o u p s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u ““ >/

As was s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  COS C p l a y e d  t h e  p r i m e _i n : i t i n t: 1 
t h e  s e t t i n g  u p  of t h e  End C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  

n u m b e r  of p a s t  o b j e c t o r s  h a v e  b e e n  c e n t r a l l y  i n v o l v e d  in E.C.C.

E C C and the v a r i o u s  C OSCs p l a y  c o m p l e m e n t a r y  r o l e s  « h “ e
E * c Y  ts c o n d u c t i n g  a hig h  p r o l i l e  pul,Lie c a m p a i g n , CObC. is

• able to giv e  p e r s o n a l  su p p o r t  to those i n d i v i d u a l s  who, h a v i n g  
a oi e  to giv e  pc rr r h o o s e  n o t  to s e r v e in
been c h a l l e n g e d  by the m e s s a g e  of E . C . C . , c h o o s e  n o t

the S.A.D.F.
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Khotso Hou S-e-
ttX De v/. Ih-ess Sfcr-eet

O w r..  ̂ 6 C C ’s

W i h w t  ^ i w d h j  A A io ftC id . o w t  a  c t r a j t  p c o ^ r o j^ J L  f o r  M * j i  fz x b v a J ., 

m j Io 'c U . a jK  a x  ^ C iA jd jM j ^ o u .  ^ o y c o m j h j [ a ± ,  c u i d  c U s o u M i 'o n . bJ&

M f t ,  X k a b  j ^ n x  jw iA A  a M z  J o  Jb zX o -p kQ v& , /  p o v t  b y  £ jL p t * & i

m uL  , Mo2M- (X>ŵ mmXa Ad AXb <w jicmL ou> fOcr$sil&fo, p M -jz s o J & tu j 

bz j p t t  H o ^ d a u j .

f. DATES, + l/EMUB ,f THgHfc

Oouty MskM- b££A C0inJpriv&L oub Ffidauj — SuAclcuj ) <3,?̂  — 50** JuaJL.
W &  aj& U - A z c w  ovl H o i{d a jj y \M < q£ U q s  n p t  c r u s  b i d .  J &  <^ct

Wifcs S R C  b b c K - clo a  \J£h m j L  > j x o  ^ m c c jL u fu A . 7 W * .  J a a m ,

<x yfab c| pnj^ou^ + cW ju ^  M)'U  ̂ M jji t beefc tk Jn ^  Jco ic  m u
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c/o Room 432
Khotso House
42 Devilliers Street
JOHANNESBURG
Tel: 23-8405/648-9286
22 May 1985

Dear friend,

We would like to invite you and the members of your organisation to 

participate in the End Conscription Campaign "Stop the call up" Peace 

Festival.

The Festival w i 1i draw together people from throughout SA to discuss 
the militarisation of our society and the wavs in which we can work 

for a just peace in our land.

The Festival .an further this work by uniting groups and individuals of 
different political and religious persuasions behind the calls for an 
end to compulsory conscription and the withdrawal of SADF troops from 
the townships and Namibia.

We tiave organised a Festival of seminars, workshops, drama, poetry and 
music which will fully involve the people that attend and which we hope 

will be dynamic, informative and inspiring.

jate and Venue

The Festival will take place from the evening of Friday 28th to Sunday 
the 30th of June at the Wits University Student Union in Johannesburg

Accomodation and costs

Accomodation will be available to delegates from other centres 

Please bring your own bedding.

Delegates will have to pay a registration fee as well as the costs of 
their meals and accomodation. The total amount will be R30.00 for 
students and R40.00 for people earning salaries. Donations would be 

greatly appreciated.

The ECC can assist people unable to meet these costs.

Childcare will be provided.

Transport

The ECC will be able to contribute to the costs of people who have long distances 
to travel to the Festival. It would help if you could organise y o u r  

own fundraising activities to meet these costs and if you organised 

transport early.

From your organisation

oould you please inform u s :

1) How many members of your organisation will be attending the Festival,
2) If your organisation has drama, music or poetry around the themes 

of conscription and militarisation that can be performed;



3) If you would like a stall from which to display your media on 
these themes and discuss with delegates your organisation.

We would also appreciate from you or your organisation a message of 
support for the Festival

This information and your message should be sent by the 7th June to 
Clare Verbeek at the above address or be given to your local ECC 
chairperson: Janet Cherry (P.E. 23098), Mike Evans (C.T. 477407), 
Paul Graham (Durban 317719) or Jaque Boulle (Pmb. 67788).

We look forward to seeing you at our Festival

In peace and solidarity

CLARE VERBEEK 
FESTIVAL CO- ORDINATOR

LAURIE NATHAN

ECC NATIONAL ORGANISER



NATAL REGION 
PO B o x‘1879 
Durban 4000

tel: 312609/317719

5th June 1985

Dear friend,

We co rd ia ll y in vi t e  you to share in the E.C.C. N a t io na l Festiv al 
in J o h a n n e s b u r g  from Fr id ay  28th to Sunday 30th June. Full 
de t ai ls  are enc lo sed . Ple as e let us know if you are pl ann ing  
to attend and if you wo uld  like to c o o r d i n a t e  tr a n s p o r t  with 
othsr s

Our next full E.C.C. m e et in g in Durban will be'

5.00 "pm " on M'oncfay " 17th 'Jurfe 1985

at the D i a k o n i a  me et in g room 
1st floor,
20 St. Andr ew s Street, 
D u r b a n .

We shall be e v a l u a t i n g  our work for the last six m o n t h s  at this 
mefiti n o . It- w ou ld  be v^ry noo^ have you or a n ot he r 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of your o r g a n i z a t i o n  at the m e e t i n g  to help this  
process.

If you would like  to help plan and run our stall at the 
"flea market" at the Du r ba n A m p h i t h e a t r e  on 16th June, where we 
will be si 1 k - s c r e e n i n g  and selling our media, do come to the 
s u b - c o m m i t t e e  me e t i n g  ar ran gi ng  it, at 5.30 pm on Mo n d a y  10th June 
at the D i a k o n i a  m ee ti ng  room - and r e m em be r to visit the stall 
on Sunday 1 6 t h .

We look fo rw ar d to he ar in g from you and seeing you.

Yours si ncerely,

For a Just Peace in Our Land



Afesis-corplan
Bomac House 
19 Gladstone Street 
5201 East London 
South Africa

Phone: {0431)431422

Date:

To:

Attention: 

Fax number:

20  July 1993  

ECC National 

Everyone 
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From: Peggy Killeen and Gien Bownes

Total number of pages, including this page: 1

PC Box 7101 
East London 

5200 
South Africa

Fax: (0431)432200

Message
Dear Nan, David, Jonathan, Cecily, Paul, Hartmut and everyone else involved in the 
organisation and running of the Festival,

This is just a note of thanks for your assistance to us personally, and 
congratulations on the Festival itself. Its only after conning home and telling other 
people about the weekend that we realised the amazing extent and variety of the 
experience. It was certainly an event to remember for years to come.

Thanks again!

Yours



/

23 AUGUST 1993

TO: JONATHAN ANCER 
FROM: VENITIA GOVENDER 
FAX No:

REPORT ON WORKSHOP " HEALING THE WOUNDS O F 
fHE PAST V SOUTH AFRIC A"

FA C 1I .ITATOR5: * THABISfcNG MO( iALF 
\ F MITLA GOVENDER

Aim: To idemil'v ‘he wounds that piague SA, how far back do they stretch. Are 
these v *mds oerculiar to a particular sector of SA society..
To determine of SA society that have and continue to be wounded. 
Processes that need to he implemented, to deal with these wounds.

Background

Over the vears there has been a vast range of human rights abuses m South 
Africa. Years of repression which served to sustain apartheid, together with tne 
practice of actively dehumanising black. South Africans, has Lett a history fule
with hatred, fear «nd violence.

This as a starting point, the group identified numerous wounds, most of which 
can be said to be u  lit of the apartheid policies. Detentions without trial ana 
assaults in detention a -w  a considerable response from the group.

All sectors of Sou^h African society were seen as being wounded. \\ rates who m 
the past, consiously or unconsciously were responsible for inflicting the wounds 
on black people, now find themselves in an insiduous position. V\ hich often 
manifests if self as a guilt complex. Meaning that the need to remedy the past 
assumes a r  os I i ? ove adding importance. In some ways these teeiings can
be interpre 3 mds nemselves. Since the system of apartheid was
designed in o benefit whites across the board, irrespective of their
personal opinions



Instituli ' lik* rheC.hnrch
w ere  seen to  be victim s as well as perpertrator*..

Velings. H o w e v e r  m e  neeu * v *---------
greater importance. At this stage the group decided 

I  groups aim ." bearing in the mind the .trea ties  of 
nLd, towards a society more peaceful and

•r- n-iu ■ - *(. this part of the discussion:i no coiiuwN'- r

, t, .... ;s ,5 tl>artic in essence. It provides ordinary people w ith the
ings However the need to move forward and

. >rtun t> O' <Wtr
address the*- 
to suggest, 
the past, 
harmonious.

Th,  j.roces- .Mtli; ,! by the group to attain some semblence 0 1  such a society is

, ,  . x  l6 of violence hatred and despair, w ill require not only 
., .dety, bu t a national com m itm ent fo r a

,,r0gr>m, v of re . .'instruction and development.
%

This proCe^s shou. d include the following:

The victims and ».„-v Ivors, of human rights abuses should begin to acknov. ledge

their pain

PENAL 1

-• uld be penalised. This should not be a private
understanding t>etween ■> structures, but should be brought to me victims and 

m  •* Of action will start the process of building trust

owed to occupy any public posh, on, or even 
t T t h S  dvi in some wav wiU address the survivor s need for

retribution.

! iu, i. nrocess of healing would be a painful and The group aoKnow .eu^t >•> t»»at *ne proc ... o

demanding one

PL Bl.J C A C K N OVV! K D G E M i N I

T-i v  { v. ,i Party Governm ent must pub lic ly  account fo r it;, pur n \ iolatmg 
^  individual perpetrators, must also be made to do
Ihe same th is  would be useful to help people shed the veil oi secrecy and come 
to terms with the past For the victims, this public recognition, would se.ve 
part of their process of h< i!



I B 7^*7 pjji"?

COMPENSATIO \

1 The group felt that the most effective form of reparation is financial
compensation. Obviously this is easier said than done. The limitations and 
the practical problems for such a programme is enormous. Instead the group 
felt, that some form of social security could be instituted to address this.

C O N C L U S IO N

rs of apartheia ■ v > ut be erradicated with a change of government. This
healing process mustI .-ngoing and dynamic. The present situation ot the lack 
in colice in vestigate  Ating in • • erpetrators of violence not being sectioned. 
This makes it a ii* . .-st sible to encourage people to express their anger in a

non violent wav
Thus the process of h< iling can only really be successful, if state structures are
functional - see o serve the needs of the entire South Africa.

The ultimate aim of such a reconstruction programme would be to restore 
people's faith in hum anity  and justice. These being some or the tenets of society, 
destroyed by apartheid and subsequently the violence.
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CAN THE PEACE ACCORD BRIM - PI- \C'}- R ) <>1 R C<>MMl ’NIT U S ?

NOTES BY SEN /O  MI \VH \
i his is tne question v̂e sh< *c id He m g . • *.• rs .-tv >re and rnor*. m these sort of forums in 
>rder to cf^3lc n.-mspai tnt_ !•: !hc furii ii.u ■ > ;i’c I Vacx Accord structures

Provided that ‘.her* * . "  t ■ di am* ?,t v a p. s v.uh Vn. ms to 'ic ate peace, the 
x -'‘tiona! Peace Vccord will bn;: peace But the;*.* has to iv realization that the N.P.A is 

onl\ one link in the pea*e prosess > ■ v u„ e peace w. . k »„t Ik limited to the Peace 
'Vi rd and it' structures l"h- pea» 0 1 J belong }o 'die j>c*>; i_ kii there, the communities

vv° ‘,J" ' nee  ̂ reah/.c that lolenee h  n.niMi faceted W< mu-I outgrow a fallacy of thinking 
lhat violence is primartiv political in characfet vs there rue mam socio-economic factors 
contributing to the prtsent uoleiv e

! 1' signuu? «»t tht N P \ '.%<us n t ;u ; -o :-iiv > tgir-ovenT Put ai, tndu at ion 'I the 
' ’ ‘mit/neot i i van- >ui politic a1 parties a*Hl /n’amsiti «»;x t, together to resolve the 

>nt? 'Mg violence m -mr couriers

•iHmr oariie.' wa> iNo ar announcement t*> thie< re<peoii\e members and
! I k "  k'JituiulliWl'i i*. woi kli.g K U. .*{ a'jd t ) ddl tc: e 1  i cfl.tin principles to 

nevv South Africa All tl j arti admini tration ind organisations, by 
the *ace \ceord indicated the>i i.*,ati< n that j>eace /an onP be achieved by 
w.>rk mg on all le 'els towards n\ , di.it <>n

mi -v. it ones at pi eseut have representatives on Lh.v National Peace Committee, 
imported In the National Peace Secretariat, which in turn is supported bv the Regional and

t*eace C >n m»tl

>. ~ f-. invd t-' ensti-v die u/.nl*.< n\ <U South \tricans, 
viut .‘Con- T| 1  the t aTU-H ' i '.V'tlll south

• ’ 1 hese ■ wete also ua  essarv. as peace is never achn. > eci i an^fid of
‘ lit b% the people who live m the various parts .*! s ..1.

Alih‘. * in these sti ictures are in place we als have realise tha oes 1 eyond tfie
Peace Accord structures Peace, mid all the freedom and ghts that » ith it c<in only be 
biou^hl â K'Ul b\ all the people ot this ountry

he Peace \ccord and the Peace Committees uan only be a iegitimaL forum where people 
meet to work towards peace if there is no commitment, the principles o f: be Peace Accord 
are worthless and anything else wc mav put in its place will be equal I v worthless without 
commitment and trust

he i eace \ccord is the contract an»i all of us the signatories - directK, or indirectly 
!HTiaipatc due to out commitment to peace and a future South Athca. Wc must ensure that 
Hi principles of tlie I eace Accord, agreed upon by the signatories, are at all times adhere, to



to ensure that all the people in this country do not have to fear for their possessions, lives and 
the lives of finer families in the expression of their political orientations.

We must not only consider that our respective parties have signed the Peace Accord and are 
actively working within its structures hut vvc must all he active participants and adhere at ail 
times to the principles set forth m  the ‘eoct Vcor-’

I **dm»t (Jilt the Peace A ,. ,»rd not e. - ct. but th> >. . . i is not a declaration oi peace, but 
a contract vc :r v- • r»artie‘< and organisations. to work towards the normalisation of 
politics and tb ' - I’jon free political culture am! politic d tolerance

We must also real is-; that the Peace Accord \v<u; signed ailui de*> ides ** raging violence in 
various communities T rnderstandabh far the bulk of the acti \ *>i the Peace Accord 
structures need to have more authority and powers to ensure that •!! participant* adhere to 
the principles set forth in the Peace Accord

At present the Peace Accord ha> sue 1 . brmfong people from various backgroun^-
economically social h and political!' ?K*t Man' I these peiyle have been able to 
undci^taiid raid talk to pars*to Lb 1 \« -u- :\ consideied to be their adversaries.

This is a very important breakthrough h crcati <• .*1'peace and stability in South Africa.
!1 people are able to talk and listen to each >tiiet they start to understand each other and 
also the problems that face different people

ITie next step is the ere* ! trust, flitv is .. ;j •« *ic work is desps ratefy needed 
Parties administrations and nrgsniff-itiomb! vak . resp. nsibiiiiy for the actions of their 
respective memberships and supporters «f thb is not done, trust, which ib essential for peace, 
cannot be gained

In many cases various parties > 1 >rcani-: ,»:• ,u> 1 r • ■» au . .lie hi?>h pr< -tile individuals 
within these structures have centra vend tin % *.oid, \ ct, Uicjv has been no elfective
wav in ensuring that individuals, .->ai-fir . • u at 0 .. > <u >;■ lvla accountable for these 
contravention* The Peace Accord struct un-' NcV' Leth '11. 1 ,e n being that it is a 
document built on *n>si

Our mistake was that we wanted p o ’ , : yet we pre- empted trust
building bv stating that wetmst each r *b  ̂ r  «■-. tb • irinciples set forth in the
National Peace Accord Th’. lack of a. Hiniahihf'. ne. ds t • V  m  ’entlv addressed The 
Peace \ccord can osily weri if i"*  'lie  ̂ -■ !nun- at tons work 1 1 1

accordance to the principles of thi s \c. ‘

ihe Peace Accord is not >nly a docvm; nt v\hi* h • ‘ • .e» to act us policeman 1o parties, 
administrations and <? '•< Iso play an important role in addressing the issues of
socio-economic unbalance

!■ will he one-dimension.il !o thw?- .! ?. . . ience »r. ur countiv is solely due to the lack
ol a democratic political culture oi pv ,u . ; . Many persons and communities have



been marginalised bv the prcvi-i. poiitk ;tl d1sp.*nsalir>n Pe w N ,
ana are angry. This also has to be- addres > ’ -  "  "ufleied to s«™ ve  
hepped up as a matter of urgen y  ' -  on needs to be

People who peKcivt themselves to be disadvantaged obvi -w fmrf it rw  i
.. ............................. ■ « .

oepreKsion. Crane levels are rismg 7 - 1  °*
the new South Africa has a-readv arr.\ e.f believed that

l‘W violence takes place in the less d e v e b M  *  ^  , , v ,
Hostels. People who ki!! and :'et k’iNi *' »quaitci camps and
majorjtv of these people hav< ven ’* ?  “ • ' ’ ‘ <:;:i 1 cd v,,;i° ^ ‘-«noniieal!y. The

I (11 IM'S 'VI , ill! It lUc *l< .< , ,< .H „

Ve also need to ensure that th< 
country can deliver. If people's expectati '  toed to what the
frustration when this W. n >t realised ' C; *! v ib 4X1' ,!n'ious ^ensc of

si>u.h

shortterm We need to consul! with m ,~i -ml IWs is not possible in the
ith .hen, the re a l,,:,,,,, J 5 » £  ^  ^ \ T  ™ ° 8  '1" J  ' * < ■ »

is thereto,e important to have more resources and etlon injected into the i w ,  4  ,
* '" * *  « *  « « ’l*r»ion  ofcconomic and so, ■ • .„ ,„ m  , Z T -  S ™£  u ' T

Peace Accord. u eommitment to

r a c e  Accord to succeed the t. Ilowinp k thu* r,-qUjrc.{ - 

A psychological W v w r t c  ofcomnmmait to work for peace n e e d s h e . reated

r f m u  1 » * *  ■"  « » * « * .  » « *  Tii is

More resource? must he made available to Peace At rn,,j t̂nu lllr,

4 rht participants m the Peace Accord structures must he broadlv representative of the
T ' 11' ,R ''°h Thc'  "Per:,,e Not only political grouping'. hi,I also economic and 

social groupings must he actively involved and account

lie expectations o( people in South AirLa must he addressed
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