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130ers are ' Ctolng tnelr w6t~ ' )!~r \, 'Uio,i1y ~ - I pray (Ire ~ t ohl'et ~ 
that you will •• D4 me ~our' ageDt t o t ake o • • r ., couDtr,y •• 

,: 

soon s pos s i 1e. 
~ I ought to get all my country aocording to Keat ' e Line . 

-'/t1.CVo.Af tJ,.m., 
I have been in 3l ~roubles and; a1t1~g to ' get my right from 
ou - the ngl1sh. I hall be glad if you leave me to rule 

my people . My people obey my commands . The Boers tried t o 
get ~ country and I appealed to the Queen at that time . 
I called all the chiefs together at EQoemhof to speak about 
the country. "" 

fI. I do hereby and moat humbly a gain re ues t Her Majesty 
t he (",tue en t o t€.k e me , my people and my lands under her sway; 
and my desire is that t he waters named Vl eyfontein , Polfonteil'l 
and Bulfonte1n .. and "t!ls ground on t he 1,!ol opo adj ,1ining 
Vleyfontein may be a j otted to m and my people together wit h 
arab2e and grazing lands etc., which have b en most 

e-
unrightously claimed and t ken from us . Bnd tha t land n4 
ster b~ llowed to my peopl e for our flocks and herds and 

pur:poses.62~culturp' aU he, other places wherever the 
peoPl~hall ~Dj~y a;t1~ghtF,~;&tw"fxtsti[)g, to the hua t1ng 
ground belo g~S to us in the Kgalagare. and I respectfully 
r equoat that justice be dOD us by l atlaba , H DS Coetsea 
and others for their unl wful s~ezure of ca ttl and 
appropriation of our lands and corn etc . " 

arran was stronglV of the opinion that if left t o themselve 
the Eats~~na trlb~s uld' soon be disposaid 'oL their lands by the 

!Ir- - ,_ • d,' " , 

Boers . He ther ef ore made a str ong r ecommen on to the High 
, , 

Commissioner - Sir Bartle Frere that all ';thoae lands wi thin the 
' .. ' 

limits of the olopo f ro the K'galag re Desert on t he west to 
Lichtenourg Oil t-lfe : --cas1;, including the di'strl of m oemhof as 
delimited by Li utenant Governor eate io 1871 
:ari tish terri tory and be annexed -to Griqualand est , arren 
detailed his proposalfll to the High Commissioner , and in due cour~e 

, ' 

a proclamation embo<Qring them was actually drafted, and the ,).:91,,8 
~\~~'ll'·;! I 

soheme 'NBS f orwarded to the Secretary of St a te, for consideration". .. 
'But the matter wen~ . ~o fur,tl1er bec US6 t firstly t the Seer tary of , -

t a te was unwil n ' t o plaoe any more responsibilities upon - " 
the Imperial Government , seoondly because of tne paralysif:l brought 
about by t he disaeter to Bri tioh arms at Iaandhlwar,R (22n4 Jull " 

1897) . thirdly becaus~ ar:,"on soon (October 1879 ) left his post 
as Administrator owing to ill health , and finally because Sir 
Bartle Frere was recalled (1st August l eSe). 'This rapid and 
sinister suooession of unfavourable events pushed ontsh1ws t s 
complaints and protests as wel~ as the whole question of Bechuana- -

, " 

1 nd more ad more into the ba ckground, Bnd the outbreak of the 
Transvaal ar of Independenoe 101880 seemed thoroughly to consign 

ontshiwa and his !erolong to the limbo of forgotten things , 
Abou.t ~ • '! ~ •• , , , I 



. , 

r 

. " . .... ~. . ,. " 

About this time (1878 nd 1879) Chief ontshi a made the 
acquaintance of -an ~ctive and c&pable young Englishman of good 
birth and~3tion - Christopher Bethell by name , wbo was a 
relation of" Wa~l'l himself and a Lieutenant of the Intelligence 
Department of erreD ' s lald orce, aod was t tloned at 
Montsh1wa ' s Village of Sehub in that capacity. After the 
demobi1isatlon of arren "s Field Force, :Bethell remained in 
Montsh1ws ' s oountry to hunt and trade_ :By hiS ' 8b11ity and 
oourtesy he soon WOD ontahiwa ' s esteem aod confidence and bee me ' 
the chief ' s prinoipal adviser and oonfidential secretary. " 

; , 

.'.;' 11 

ontsh1wa. had at the same time another ngl1ab gentlemal'l Henry . ,: 
F azer ns his agJnt and general secretary",1 I~' 1882 :Bethell married, 
s Daro1ong spinster - Tepo Boabile by nam • ~rding to Chrjatian 
ri teSt and no completely identified himself w:! th tt.e ~shidi 

. ---. ~ . 

iarolong at this dangerous t1 e of ~nter-rac1al oonflict. 
'%:":--. 

:Bethell ' s POS! tion was m,ede even more dan~eroua by his being , 
- .... ~.-.:;; 

directed by arran on "'the 1st , of July 1879 ftto' try and make suoh '- '~4 

arrsl'lgements as would enable ontshf ·s to sow hi oorn in the 
lands i d dispute", hich mesDt trying to displ'ttce the :Boer farmers · 

; 

from the lands tbey ere delibera'tely digging theme lvse into 
at Vl.eyfolltein, ·· ooigrond and Polfontein . 

. , =:- ....:. 

The Annex tioD of the South African Bepublic by the :British 
Government wasl1eeply ,rAsented by the burgbers of that tate , ,. 
and after protesting eg inst it by discussions, decl r tions , 
demonstrations, mass meetinga . deputations, mem.orials ', 
supplications. petitions , passive resistances; by boycotts , refusal. 
to pay taxes, t&0n-cooperatiP'I!§I/ aOdmo:re denutation to the Oolonial 

t:r. ' ~I~( ?Tw11..{11d 4, 11ItLVl-I'.lnirw a,,'-' Lr..L.[;.1Ff"~ 
Office in Lon on tney declared their independence in December ",' 
1 80. thre do n the gauntlet . took up arms and besieged the · " 
English garrisons at Pretoria. rotchefstroom, ~ ustenburg , 
arabastad, Lydenburgt .. rthinus- esselstroom and St nderton . 

en this war broke out, British subjects' 1n the estern 
Transvaal took refuge ill ~ ontshi a· e country and ere ~elcomed 

by the Chief - a2ways partial to the British . 

Sir Theophilus S ~psto.ne tad been called t ;o London by th~ 

~ecr tary of State and 6 succeeded on the 4th of aroh 1879 
bY' Colonel 0 en Lanyon as Administrator of the· Transvaal . Sbepatol'Je 
ba.d not been more loved , but Lanyo ~ as muoh less loved by the 
burghers. of the !ransv~-al . J.p,~(~4-C/~c ,k>-~ cLa-~, 'f ~~L~ 
. · It~. ~ J~v A.,- ~!-~ .... 

As soon as the war broke out, ontshiw8 rote to Oolonel 
Charles oysey at Kimberley to ask for permit to purchase 
fire rms and ammunition "as not only my safety but that of the 

English subj cte who live with me and who have fled to me 
depends on my getting some ammunition. I ahall Iso be glad to 
hear from you hat ' ! am to do . I 8 ready to help the 

Government if they Wish it , but must at least help myself . N 

At ••••••• / 



" 

At the same, he wrot~ to the Civil Commissioner , Kimberley - " I 
write to ask you to help me . The Boers in tho" Transvaal are 
fighting against the English t and have also invaded r~ country and 
commandered from roy peopl e . They have been to ask me to give up 
an Englishman who lives with me , and as I 111 not, they are going 
to fight me also . urther , all the loyal peop~e have come to me ' 
for protection whioh they need against the Boe~s f and I have helped 
them. I havo many people and 40 not f ear the, ~ ra at all ~~ut 

t . ,(, . ~ (', , 

now I have no ammunition, so I am writing to you to as Toti 'to ' 
sign the permit when I shall either ' qe ablo t o help the Governmen~ . 
or defend my cotmt:;p..v.. The rebels have taken_ Lil.chtciJ burg and 

~, 

Zeerust here and (\Te only waittng for some more men to attack me . 
I have written to Colonel oysey, who , if he is in Kimberley, 
will be able to assure you of my loyalty_ 

. ~ 

200 Ibs Gunpo der, 1 00, 000 large and 500 , 000 Small P.cap · 
10, 0 ~; . R. Paper and 8 , 000 inchester 

2 , 000 Sneider and 1,000 . H. 1 , 000 
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" oachus, Take notice that 88 800n 8S you, or aby of your peopl are 

found armed fighting against the burghers ot the South African 
Republio, whioh GoverDmeDt is agaill restor a ~I wbereot Paul Kruger, 
MarthinU8 Pretoriu8 and Piot Joubert fp~ the government; or lend 
••• 1." ••• e to o~ e~em1es - th EDg11sh Gov rnmeDt, whom we have 
nearly worked out_ayer,rwhere. .e Will consider ~ 8nd your people 
8S our eDemiDes aDd treat you as such. e have alway considered 
you aDd TOur peop1 as friends of the :Boers. anel e are Willing to 
tre t you s our ,frien 8, that ,i8 if you remain P$ ceablet because 
we aloD re able .to work out the glish. !ut 10U caD 8en your 
people to help us work our COrD aDd our farms. D for which we 
will pay your people ell." ( .V.26 Briew fge tuur duur General 
P .... , CroD~e, 30 D!.~. 1880 - April 1881.) _ 
To this letter oDt hiwa rep11e4 r ther curtly ob the 4th January 
1881. 

" Dear FrieDd: I have received your letter of the 29th December 
1880. I want to iDform you that I tound some of the burghers of 
the South AfricaD Republic going ebout in my country armed. and 

I ... - • • ::::t;!' 

I was asto,ishe about that beoause I am Dot fighting Wi th 8DYone~. 

But bout the work ' I y S&3 that I cannot force aayone to go and 
get employmellt. I 40 not kno who are your enemines, but I 

consider all th ~uple .. as your ' friends. Tell "3 people not to 
come to my country with arms." 

About the me time, ontshlw had frequent differences With 
Commaadants Snymao, Botha and Jan Vl1joeD ot &riCO. end Hen4rik 

1 Gr$eff of Llchtenburg"not to mention the almost 4aily squabbles 
between' hi people end the resideDts of VleyfollteJ;.n an 1l0oigron4. 
t11e groUD which ontsh wa continued to cl 1m liS his own. both by 
inheritaDce aDd by virtue of the Ke te Award. 

On the 17th ot January 1881, he wrote to Comm~ · nt Hen4rlk 
Greett of Llchtenburg. ·Sir, I he r from very gool authority that 
you are maklng re -!3' t -o begin war With me, this' ·8lter J. Yi1joen 
repeatedly Visit1n-g ~ station to inform me that Joers mean 
peaoe, nd are only maklng war With the g11sh. I shoull Wish 
to know what I have 40ne 04 if this Dews ls true." -

On the 21st of January General Cronje wrote again: 

-.lab Monchual Xapltein d r Jarolongs, Sehuba: Friend, I 

have your letter of the 4th JaJluary, 8Dd Commanc1abt Vl1joen ha 

reported to me th t you hve made peaoe with our ~eople of the 
South Afrlcan Republic. and that you seDt boy as a token of 
security. I am sending you our Government G zette and a copy of 
8 Proelamatlon to keep you informed. rite again and let us 
know if the gli h refugees have gone back to their homes." 

Montsh1wa answere on the 21st January: 

P.A. Crooje: Gelleral, Potchefstroom: Slr, Your letter of .he 

l 8th •••• . •• / 



18th duly to band. 1th r gard to peace rape tedly made by J.V11joen 
I do not understand, for t the same time Hendr1k Greeff an4 Hans 
Ooetee. are oollecting a large erme force this side of Liohtenburg, 
and on good authority I learn that it wa to make w r With e. It 
sot so b$cl that the , hite people were coming 1fl from all quarters 
for proteotion. and last Sunday th Boers 11 Ving in the d1 trtct ha~ .·; 

written orders to trek to tbe c mps in 
there not 1 t r th n ond~ night. !h1 

ioot onoet all to b 
finished it for now a have 

Dot a single whit man living b tween here, an arico. or here ad 
L1ohtenburg. Thi 1$ the pc Carl eyers nO. , Joubert ar to 
keep. For the pap r I th Dk you The aff 1r ''Of ' the.:.llttle kaft1rt 

I never g V~ one. It J. V11joen·s doing. He pointed ODe 04 
s 14 -"T t cbild must ~ow up and have children befor we shoul4 
f1gh t gain teach oth r .. The ohild is till hr. At. tbi time. 
ontsb! a s still carrying on oorrespondenoe with Colobel oys y .. 

who supplied him 1th hopeful Dews of appro ohing or xpoted :British 
Victory u derail' Pam roy Colley t andad3ure him, gain and . gain 
not to t ke up , rm ga1nst the .Boers. '.rhus wrote oyseyc "On the 
7tb obru ~y 1881 - ~At th beginning the Boer killed and captured 
a goo m flY of our old1er. Th y ere tak n by surpr1 and ere 
not resay. 0 we keo what tbe rebels ar doing, and our soldiers 
ar sat , in their forts. Sir George Dolley tried on the 28th 
January to tk more troops up the Berg out of etal to h lp the 
Transvaal. but h only got 900. nd the Eoers OD the hill ere too 

~ .... .. ~ 
stroD ; and our troop could Dot at up~ Both 8i~es fought well 
and e lost n1' men. and th :Boers al. o. !he Geaer 1 will now 

w"' 

~t till the othor troops bich h ve come from gl8D4n4 1n41 
arr1.v rlear the Tranava 1 border. 

, . 

, . t e do not want you to fight for ,us beoause, e know are strong 
enough. an4 we do Dot want the lJarolong to have troubl , but wo wBnt 

, , 

the :Barolong to b our :f'r1 nds 

t I am orry th1 r ill delay ettl~Dg the lac t but perhaps . 
it Will b e sier ettle tt nards. 

t If oshete 4 atlab beli ve Wluat the Boer~ say, they Will 
be sorry bye Dd by ,. I do not think osh tWill 40 muoh har , but . 

achaV1e ( tl ba) is 80 near the Boers, he 1 p rh p r i4 of 
them. Do not believe all the atones you hear. ~he Boers spread 
untruths." 

On the 21th ot 
peaoe w deolared 
ith 41 Y 

roh y ey wrot g in to ~~ll ontShi th t 

ontahi c had of course lrea4Y heard th news 

.' 
The w r had be, n bt'i t and sharp c p~,gr,t ot comparativ ly 

fa engage ents in e oh of whioh the British were ' ol rly dafe ted 
and then finally ove h mled by the oer at tho . juba Hill on 
tho 27th of Febru ry 1881 .• and their oommanding off:t.cer, the 
gall nt SirGeor~e Colley killed in ctioD~~ ~~ '~CJ:..Il.';) foace{", 
tL,~'-f,L''''c~-,~ c.;;;. ~A' jj~ )u:.?/Z.I-~C4l c:. ~CA-'{4 -?~ . "'h' c~ ~, c-t/;.c 

I. ,4. ", . • ~ II _ , " " • e ••••••••• ' t'~ ~G ~""(/ v_ ~ 4 ~.j;<-C. V'f-cv~ (... 
~ -' 1-1J4.", c:-e .. p-~(; I)-. t' .A-c-~t < 



.71 ,. ... .. ~ .. i . " 

The settlement of the Peace terms was entrusted to a Royal 
Oommission 00lls1 ting of' Sir Hercules Robinson the High Commissioner. 
Sir Henry do V11l1ers, Ohief Justice of the 'Cape 801001'. and Sir 
Henry 100<1. . the l3r1t1sh Com.m.andar in Chlef who au.co sded Sir GeCirge 
Colley. 

Among 1 ts t rms of referenoe with whioh this story 1s oonoerned 
e the 4etermin tiotl of a boundary line b&t teen the touth African 

Republio nd the :Barolong in the Terri tory known as the lteat A 7ard. 

The Commi 10Q s t first t Rew Castle from the 25th of April 
until the 31st of August when 1 t produced Tr ty of Pc os kuown , 
as the Pretoria Cony ntl0D. ODe of th strongest. mo t evasive , most ' , 
selt"-contradictory documents in the history of peaoe treatios. On 

~ .' ,. 

reading 1 tone 1 left Wi th the impression that the commissioner 
:.:t~_r-· _~ 

were Dot very serious. that they were in haste to get the matter 
finished even it it meant making vit 1 oonoessions to their late 

nemiee espeQtally where African interests e e ooncerned. 

From th outset, the Convention w s impotent,,!oto bring about 
c pr 1!f1prove h ,relations bet en the bla oks and .th hi ~es 

. :,' ~n the w tern border.; nd . contusion and v;l.ol ,Dce reign d W1 thin 
th$ t~rritor1~s in d:lspute even while the Commission w still 
s.1tt1IlB_ 

Dntshi . 'h c1 never £orgo'tt Xl or forgiven tho 1nsolonoe of 
pulan ~l D at the meet1Dg hu ha csJ.led in llec~mber, and th 1r 

in.sul tin langu se _ hac! mille.d 6D4 grilled in his mind all these . -;----... , -,'* 
weoks nd he we determiD d to chaise th ~ ,arly in February 

, A/rtd:~' ... ~/J:..b • 
1881,. th 1."efore, he gave notice 'ficA otub, M'ether- of tlabe (4La;·, 
a~d -b1a represent t1ve at La 1 k De (Hi ' tfo~t in) six miles to the 
'" 

s~th-west of oDtah~ · s Village of a huba. to mov ~thall hi 
pul apeQple from that loo lity. ontsbi .. err •• the. " 

Lotlhakaue was ht and that t~ey were lDtru4ex-a, or t y rate 
wades1%" ble teDD8tlt ho erecoDtemptuousl7 and seditiously 

. 'UDdermtniDS his uthor:1 ty by being in fr18ncUy alliance With his 
., ... 
eDemiee. thouth African Repub11o.. I.. '-~ ,. M .1£-

~~ ~~~ q~~ 

.dl~tr/l~- So far from qU11;t1J)S,/ otub OD the 1nstruot,"OQS from/ lkltl~a, 

~IPJ 1)r.ougbt more people from :Bo4ibe(Polfonte1 ) to Lotlhakqe:t D4 both . 
r~1 Matlaba at Jo41be,n4 osbete t !hunw as made pr.eparatione for 

war, oshete end1 g two reg1 ent to Lotlh aile under Selek • 

On the 15th ot April ontah1 addre se a 'letter to Sir 
Evelyn oad; "The ~Qrs are stlll very bitter aillst me ad are 
iD01 t .ing tl b , d oshete to ttack me proml.s1"g to sebd them 
help 1n men. tlaba.·s people are 11 iii rm~ . I have rem ined 
stUl for four mon-ths, waiting tor the Government(to ot)" but 
now I am obligee! to ttsck the. f. atl b is liVing in 'IJf3 oountry 
having besn pl c'ed there by the:Bo~!iF' ad Moshet hates me 
beoau e I ho,ld to the g11ah iJ_p~t~/""I./t;,tj:t Government and 
because I roceive ahd proteot many English people and loyal BoorD 

of-If. M~ ~ ,u:.i ~- 1m kui· ~ l~ ~ agalnst .~ . · " ~ · • / 
;r, efh1A"n..~,1O be.-~ ~~~~ - ~"t:-,.I'1.-U1 ~~ 



... ' 
~.- t __ •••• .. 

against insurgents . I trust that we shall not be ,forgotten in the 
settlelllent of the country and that the eate Award, will be handed 
back to its rightful owners - the Eechuanas" . _ 

~~ ~...J&.~L~) P:~ 
Urged OD , rather than deterred by these m111tary prep rat1 ns~ 

ontshiwa aleo mobilised, but first he made a cryptic pronoucement . 
He called a large 'assembly of his people and sal.4 1n his gruffest 

. ' '. .. 
vo1oe:- "1 am pregnant, I am. full; I am heevywith,' chilcl. and th t 
cr11d 18 ohumapel.§. oko· (this ... ~i8 ooUI . nd intimate 

. friend) "I aru full time and mu t be delivered. " ~~at w s his way 
of annoUDc1Dg his decis1.Dn to st.t ck his enemy." He ,sought and 
obtained help from Chief Ikalafeng of the hurutehe at Linokana. 
and from Chief Gase1tsi e o'! the ngwaketse t Kanye . The 1 tter .• , 

• • 

t" 

~ent t 0 regiments of bout 200 m n under Sekgotlhaoye ~me 'nd 
Xeernenao Sebego. EarlyoD the morning of the 2nd of 8y he attacked' 
X,otlhakane and utterl1 routed the Rapulana clan, killed 73 men 
' including Thupaamore a son. and also . OJlga~a and Legotl Bna, two , 

brothers ot the Chief atl ba 

!h~ story as mbell1 hed among the Earol ong is that Mogetsi. 
who ,had so grievously insulted ontah1 a we at Potohefstroom t 

tbis time, that Montshiw order d the oourt pbY$iQlan Rnd magician 
tlhare gwang to call him to Lotlhak ne ~ magic 80 th t be 

I f, • 

would be presGat t the assault to p y by his 11f blood the penalty 
I of his rudeness . ! . ~ ltr)o n that h~ was 

t Is said that willy nilly ogdts1 ~ame , It is 
slain toge'ther with 73 others mention 4 bove • . ~~;{ 

I ~l). 
~ 
l 

ontahiwa then saoked and committed Lotlh kkne to the flames . 
His own casualties were eleven men killed an~~7 wounded. His 
purpose was t.o force stlaba ' s people fro , Lotlhakane because he 
said that was his country end they were disloyal . He succeeded for 

time in driving them~o~their town of hi ch by the way 
he had also preViously olaimed. 

~ atlaba at once reported this matter to Commandant lendr1k 
. Greef of Lichtenburg. who in turn brought it to the notice of the 

higher authorities of the South Afrioan Repub110 who held Matlaba 
in high estee . General Cr onja bo sooner reoeived the report of 
the incident t~n he "1.eft "-Potchefstroom wi th ~ commando of 300 men 
to help atlaba and punish onteh1w , but when he reaohed the Molopot 
hostilities between the tribes had. ca-ased temporarily. 

Sensational stories were sub equently circulated that 
ontshi ,a ' s people ha.d oommitted atrooious brutalities and revolti ng 

barbarities suoh as thrashing the corp • • of the provoo tive ogotsi 
oilwa, mutilating and burning the ounded and flaying the slain . 

Oareful inquiries afterwards . however. proved all this to be 
unfounded . 

A report of these disturbances reached the Royal Commission 
at New Castle , and Oommandant Gener. 1 Piet Joubert and Oolonel 
E. iuller were sent to inquire into the souroes of the dispute 

and ••••••• / 



and to restore order. 

Gener 1 • Joubert eou~d not possibly have entered into this 
mia.10D without pre3ud1ce nd his coming immed1 tely filled ' 

ootsbiwa With doubts sDd a ~eelin that ae ould 'not receive ju tics 

They 1n~erv1e ed ontsh1wa about the 21 t of y nd directed 
hi~ to allow 11 tlab ' people to return to Lotlh kane, Dd 1 
the t rers to re: , qouP1 ~e tarm trom which he had ~1ven the on 
the bord r . Jou er.~ pre e4thsse directions Dd waved off 11 
objection Jontsbiw tri d to offer~ 

oDtshiw • very ind1 ant at this tre tm nt nd on the 28th 
of y he sent protes" to the 01'81 Ooll11D1ss1OIl that one membe 
of the sub-commie 10 had pre sed upon bim 1n a aDDer th t showed 
prejud1ce. 8an4 I ow se04 thi Prote t asa1bs't 8Q' euch orders 
befor the 'final aettle eJ)t ot l1ne. urther I must br1ng to 
the ot1ce ot ,the 0781 Co 18810n th t • 0., ethell who I 

" " brought to tlie meet!b 0 purposo to w tch interests was not 
allow to spe • expl 1 or ak qu stions, wh;1le1t as not()r1~)l. 
t t acy j oer pre ent, ot wbom there ore " 'IJ3 wa llowed to ., ... 

t , propo 1tion& i)rem~k , be 1ahed • • ,~, _ thougb I am 
perfectly willing to ubm1 · lq whole" case ~o . '-. re3.uticed persoDs •• ;, 
I must nd do her by enter my p~otest against sQ1 !oe~ sitting , 

t'· .. +-
on 8 commission tl t ~ . Qr the c se resp ct1ng ~ 11ns _ The 
q~rrel 1 bet en mrself nd people on t , , 

Eoer Government n eOpk6 o~ t~e other hand. 
tbe BDY commissiOD that he to ettle '~b18 0 

abe hend. and the 
nd I would submit 
e houl4 b compose 

e1 tiler ,,0 exclud otb. claim nta or to include , bo.,.th. " 
,.. lo ~ _. \ 'I 

The qu r ~ .of cour e due to th~ 
e.ry l1ne . not so much bet en the chi fa or 

s b tween the chief of B:cit1~h sympathies 

ute about tb bOUD4- , 
their tribes themselves , 
' n ;the Transvaal 

burghers. In other worde the Transv a1 burghern nd Government 
in tbe name of their al11e oshate , tlab and osweu sought 
to recover all the lao t k fro t em tv:,e-lh e te l1ne , while 
ol'ltsh1w8 and Jturw , e. who st1ll haDker/af'ter 'the Keate line , 

re it d the enoroaobme t.. bight W88 not 'lor supre cy or 
tor status" becaua eb ohief W 8 tot ~17 iDa p ndent of the others 

" ' 

1rre peotive of th 1r hereditary osition by escent . 

The new 'that the llri tish were giving the !r Dave 1 baok 
to the ,Bo rs W 8 received ontshiwa ~th eoQeternat10n. On 
the 18th of JUDe he s. t letter to Benrique $hepstoD . ecretary 
for atlve Aff ir 1 Pr tori , by the hRDd ot bis eo~ ebalepile 

... "~j;'1 '", ,". 1 , 

-to tell the 01'&1 COmmie ion how much all the tribe ,\0 ' the 
e$~erD border (of the T~ vaal) are ~ieye that 'th;' Government 

.; -.'~ ) t;"; i ~ 

,is 60i g to give back the !raaST 1 to the 'Boe~~ ' , ~a. how 1t will 
involve au. of them titi troubles 1a. He 1 j~80',: going to inquire 

" ,. 
whel'l the old case bout oountry 1s to be ettled - the line 
whioh Governor te ec1ded 80 long a 0 and which the Boers would 

ot agree to . tt He • • •• • ••• / 



He wrote 1n the eame etr in "To Sir elJn Woo' nd ot~ r. 
, "v.. \' ~ .. 

members of theRo al Commission: ~ 
, ': 1'~ " t: 

" " 

:r1end' 1 am 'sel1ding my son ebalep11e to you . He Will 
tell you that e are very ch grieved that tb Engl.ieh Gov rnmeDt 
are going to giv the Tr svaal b ok to the !ger$ ••• • and t+~uble8 

, 1· 'J:. 
wtll OOD besin sain . or howe. r muoh the p~eaent er 1. 4er~ 

ay desire t~ have p ce aDd 0 right . w · know trom long oxper1enoe 
that tbo e who houl obey the will ·try QCl ~e8k their, order. 

, " ... ' 
• ~ • •••• You ~ust ot e;1ve tile 1 4 ~ ck unt1l "e Boers c m.', "''';::(, , 
a trang Governm nt. 
.. .~~ .. _10U when ,pu will ' . --. , -800 rill 

my 1 na ••• ~ ••• I woul have come ' to you now, 
.o,~ know . here I tind you, ads I an 
aon tirst but request that you end ·for me he 
4ec1 ed. tt 

c e about '· 
elf. bu~ as 1 d~ 

914 t I en~ 

c se 1 . to be 
:' 

c~ 1£1"1o&.o chief.s CODoerD d followed ': ~h. delib$ratioDs of : the 
Roy Co asion . w1th~ .er. ~ Utter t, ' d " om ~f them otuallY ' eDt 

. 1n person to be pl ce of 1 te meetiDg with til hope ot be,ins aeke 
,'to 81vev1dence in tters tissue. 

hen ' tbe Oommi8ston co plet d i te or ' PI' tori 
of ugu t , these people were C 11 d ~ogether to he bo they h 
beea disposed of.. Tber ere many ' obi aD ' bout 30 . others 
pre nt. Sir Hercul. ooin 0 ' dree d ' ~8 ' from tb 'olouds, 

. 1J'i..,:v ~{U. , 
infor:ned them through his interpret r/ cLOhn om til , of ''t t the 
~raDSV a1 had be n nnexed four 1eara pr viou 11 to the British 

omiciona by rr1stak. cd that the British c.overllJl1 nt "wi th tb t 

en e of justice which be:!'i to great ~ d liowerl'ul netion had 
given or era th<:..t the countI'Y should be given back to the Boer . . , , 
upon ,cert in conditions in whioh the int re t of the natives had 
Dot been :overloo ed. fh re was to be a . itish eeident .. but 
if they required protection they wer to loot to t~e government 
of the country - th t is the r stored R publican government . ' 
There was to be 0 slavery 3u t 86 provide by the Sabd Biver 
Oonvention . The~.e . s to be p ce, goodWill .and h&.rJnooy . Though 
they were handed . ok;; t , the fr nev 1 , ould not forget 
tllem( ixon J . ~ho Complete ~tory of the Transva 1 p. (72) . at . ..,.... - ... ~ 

ir0nT! wh t mocker.yff 

The /lfr1cans were peechle€s . They co?ld,:' ,. ?'~ ,: , 11eve 
,\ ·their ears . Robinson no 00 er finished h1. p oh than he 

( 

hurriedly ant 8 y . · Mlnor Govern ant officials then 0 me on 

se b~ • • • ~ •• • ••• 1 
, .... • iI. 

if : 

, , ' . ,. ~ 
f/ ... "'f. ,.. f ~ 

.. ~ I .' ,; •• 

0' . ~ ',i ;r~ ~ 
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BoeDe to explain tbe remarkable haraague aIl4 then .olle ohiefs • .,re 
allen! t o speak. t'hey said pl.a1nly that they bad beendeeeive4 efta 
so14 by England.. In quaintly pioturesque 1 nguase. they· sai« t hey 
had. been passed round fremone person -to a.nother like a p:i,'e.oe of 
tobacco. 

After the Royal ' Oomm.1ssiot] had cODol,ude4' 1 ta w:ork $tldb4 tbe", 
Pretoria Conl1on,t1on $1ped, .A.trtcan chiefs foubd to t.heir iiamay tbst 
little .:if BaJ eOgQiance baA bee» taker. of tJl,~m flO' their 
difficultiea. ont8Uw~, i ps.rt1,oul.a.%'wa <1183,11118io»e4 a.4 ' 

.. o.m.bi ttered. ' 11 beel opeaJ.y <l fled the . uth(}ri tie ,of th fra.sV'aal,f.:'··~ 
) • , .J . _. " , _ ft~:.,,~,,~,_ "~~ 

attrdnofl wb-era VI a he' fAe Br~t1sh h d, left!11' . complet~.lv 1.0 th,, ".;t{1 
\. ", . '. '.",(':';'~ /~1 

lu~ch. He , was now t the- mercy ut his nemes:', Ke h d e"true' • . ·' ,.'.~:·i 

.b!,~ case to the Br1t1$h., lIi·e · faith to "hem '~l1l1~ ' ~.en tUt'bowule.. a.":~ii 
. .' '. ''', . .,,?: '_~,;l 

bll4 beert , 4emC)l'ls1~a'1ve 1, bis }Iritis» sympathi ', ~ C1Ustly oou14 he ... ;\:~, 
'" , , < • ./,\ ~),:::.(~ 

eX.~,~~ira - · Perf:Ltiou ,AlbiorU' , . I.,:,; .);i2/i~~i 
," Ol.loVliDg therepor.t of Oolonel laUller '~1l4~. Get.lereJ. ' ,.roubert t ';·,:~;'j~ 

QoloAel C. ' t;~y$ey by 4i ' ",tic" of the Royal Col1'mL1.$siop oame in ':",:,}l'\i 
, u~st ani Septembar tQm.ark off the; western bound y:y of the ~raDsy~. l 
ae ; ~eQ46d by them, whereby B cot'ltd.4erabl p~l't f,),f ,.tl'Le territoq ' 
Gi. v~n to the !arolQng 1>, t.he Keats Award. was takt10 aDd include4 

. ';~.. t: 

ita tbe 'rransva81 .. 
\ '. " 

In marking tht\ line f:rom llematlab a to Juurmansdr:i:f'"" '.4fI O' "Ii 

. to, , ()oigrond. thence to ·o'tlhe.k8l1e. thence to Mar.e1'uJafleand "hence 
tQdi to.go " QoloQ&lCl,. , oy '3 was aooompahiejC, by MOrltsh.1-w$ · S ' 
cOl.J.lls,ellors Silas MoleJUa ua tephen Le:t6,llTl1f .hoooils;;aD't~1 brouBh~ ' 

to his notice t he eucr~ ehm.ent of t.he n&Ootlv,ent1on l i ne 1bto ' 
~ ; 

.-+;heirterr1 tory. Beyond ,M 41 bogo J,i ttoahetG ' a ~~n 1.eo went Wi t h 
Moyaey and protcste,d to the ne line of 'beacael\St their 'oootent1ob' 
beiJlg that tb$ 11"e should be :placed more weu-tward. 1'b.e same 

. .' -&::. _;>'04' -.... ~~ ')' "~'~' '''. =. ' 
tt:l.tude vas taluJrl bY' Mos-.u when the 'boundary was 1 1d down lin 

hie 41s"briot at mu a. In the end 'It the line satisfied: no ORfh 
, , . r 

. I ... angered Monts.hiwa and Manltvwane against their :!rltish allies • 
• net pl'ovellea 0 hJte , tl.sba ad. oiBciu g iD.t their' Transvaal 
suzerains, .. 

On the 13th O,otob 'J.' (1881)onteh1:waa4tr$s8t;1«a lettal:' 
to ,1d:r. Q$orge Hudsol'l:t !ri t1ah Res1debt at Pr'et.oria CQmpl8;iJ1ing 

that the 'rrsnsv 1 Boera were inciting Matls.ba and 1 shte t o attaQk 
,bint, ,wbile at he same 'tirnl1oWine these chiefs to 'tise the . 
fraQ vaal as 8 base of operations ~I write to tell you that my 

b'Eliehbour Moah.to ha$ delcare4 war $gQi1l8t e . I do not CQmpl if! 

.88810 t "bat, iti .11. but What I desire to X"epresent to you 1. ,'~::. , 
that the »oers h :va' .. llowod .bim to take his oxen artd c,attle aer osQ, , , 
the 1.10e t ,nto th$ !ratu,rt'aal where t me3" not follow them, maraov r 

.~. ~ti ' 

Moahete hUl.selt ' rul h~s oonunandos crose an4 reOl'QSS the Tra1'Jsvaal .. ," 
line and oome out f rom thet State to "tack me . 

Shoulcl ••• iIl •••• / 
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