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The pane' discussion on the  h is to ry  of s tudent m ove-
ments in South Africa proved to be a m om entous exper-
ience for ail students w ho a ttended th e  1983 A Z A S O  
Congress. The panel fea tu red  activ is ts  w ith  a w ealth  of 
experience in the field of organising students and the re -
fore w ill undoubtedly go down in the  history of our 
struggle as a magnificent tu rn in g  p o in t in the a tte m p t by 
students tc learn from the past to  sharpen ou r sk ills  o f 
organisation and contribution to  the  struqqle fo r  dem o-
cracy.

Featured in  the  panel were.

1. A u re t van Heerden - President o f NU SAS 1978. 
Auret's involvement in the  struggle d id  not enc w ith  his 
term of office in NUSAS. He made a valuab e c o n tr ib u t-
ion in the emerging broad dem ocra tic  m ovem ent. Th is 
resultea in h>s detention in the  mass d e te n tio n  o * a c t iv is t  
from various fields o f struggle in 1981. H aving see" Neil 
Aggett before his death in de ten tion . A u re t p rov ided  in -
valuable inform ation during the inquest.

W 2. Mssiua -'Terro r" LeKota - M osiua Le.’<ota fin 'shea  e 
s- six year sentence at R o b b e r Island iast N ovem ber. He 
J( and other form er S A S O /B DC o ffic ia ls  were sentenced in 
Jj la te 1976 fo - th e ir  ro le in the  p ro -F re !im o  ra lly  o f 1974.

Leko te  w h o  was a m em ber o f T u r f lo o p  SRC in 1 9 7 ],  
| i  w ith  the la te A braham  T iro , and pe rm anent organiser o f 
;j SASO in 1S74, has emerged from  R obben Island to  be a 
* p ro m in e n t pa rt ic ip a n t in- the  broad de m ocra tic  move- 
. m ent. He is a t present p u b lic ity  secre tary o f  the  U D F.

3. D iliza  M ji - D iliza  M ji q u a lif ie d  as a M e d ic j p ra c tit -
ione r at the  N ata l M edica l S choo l in Novem bg- 1979. 
He was v ice-pres ident o f SASO in 19 74 /5  and president 

J n  the cruc ia l period  o f 1 9 75 /6 . He was am o-c  those 
w ho were de ta ined d u rin g  the  mass bannings o { O ctobe r 
19, 1977. A f te r  15 m on th s  d e te n tio n  at f/o d d e r B 
prison , he was banned fo i 5 yea-s or, his release n 1979. 
He is at present invo lved w ith  a num ber o f  cc — n u n ity  
based organ isations in D urban  ?nd is General Secretary 
o f N A M D A  (N a tion a l M edica ana Denta* A ssocia tion) 
o f S o u th  A fr ic a .

4. Dan “ Sechaba" V o n ts iis . - D tn  M o n ls its  ‘  rvshed 
ms fo u r yo a '  sentence c-'■ Island ;n M iv  !9 c 3 .
Dan was m the  ho t seat ;s  P ;esident o f th<? SbRC dur ng 
the  he.oht c ’ the  1976  jp r is .n g s  He wa: ->n a :V -c e  o f 
s e d it io r  w th  13 o t n f '  SSR.T rrv rr.c trs . am oncr7 them  
M urp r.yso n  M orcb e  v f> :  a ls . n tr .bu ted tc  ir " f  panel. 
They ri?a o o tn  been rr-erro-.-:s o x SASM

5. Joe Phaahla - O u tgo ing  P resident o f A Z A S C  at the  
tim e  o f th e  panel. Joe t j o k  over the leadership o f 
A Z A S O  at a very  crucian tim e  in 1981 when tr.e 'c  was 
s t ill a lo t o f u n c e rta in ty  a b o u t t.-e fu tu re  o f tr.e rtu d e n t 
m ovem ent. He has c o n tr io u te d  a lo t tog e the r w it:, o ther 
s tud en t com rades in th e  b u ild in g  o f A Z A S O  to  its rrese n t 
status. He is a s tuden t at Nata: M edica i School and has 
been c lo se ly  associated w ith  all progressive student 
s truc tu re s  on th e  campus.

j Tapes covering the panel availble at R10-00 per copy. )



Auret started his talk by explaining that the basic premise 
of our struggle is a struggle between capitalist exploiters. 
andj he ™?jowty o f th e w o rking class. "W ith  this in 
'mind we must therefore seek to  organise and mobilise in 
order constantly to confront the capitalist system” . 
Auret then pointed out that as students it was not possi
ble always to  confront the ruling class, this being a 
serious lim itation on our part. "We tend to inteUectual- 
ise a iot and our organisations become talking shops” . 
Auret argued that the student movement needed a progr
amme of action that would keep if engaging the ruiinc 
class on a permanent basis. W ith  this introduction he 
then went on to  sketch the history of NUSAS.

For quite a long tim e since its form ation ig  1924 N U S A S  
refused to  take a political role, it tried to  be neutral. The  
English students had no political m otivation, they had no 
ideology. • In the early 1930s, the A frikaner students were 
more conscious of their political aspirations, they devel
oped the ideology of A frikaner Nationalism. Led by 
people like Nico Diederichs who later became State  
President o f South A frica, th ey  broke away from  N U S A S  
in 1935. T hey were inspired by the Nazi ideology and 
learnt quite a lot of strategies from  the Nazis. T hey even 
supported Nazi Germ any under H itler in the Second 
War. Jt was this which shook English students to  stand up 
and support the Allied nations viz, Britain, Am erica, 
Russia etc. in the war against H itler. A fte r the war English 
students started an increasing political role. This led to  the 
question of whether this political role should just be a 
liberal one or a more progressive anti-capitalist one. Those 
advocating a m ore radical line were mainly associated w ith  
the Communist Party, the other w ith the Liberal Party. 
The conflict surfaced over the affiliation  of N U S A S  to . 
the Internationa! Union of Students based in Prague. The  
Liberals were calling for a term ination o f affilia tion  to  this 
progressive organisation which is an international alliance 
of anti-imperialist students allied to  the non-aligned move
ment. Led by the now Dean o f Wits Medical School, Prof. 
Tobias, the NU SAS President, NUSAS disaffiliated from  
the l r ‘ -irnational Union. Throughout the 1950s, NU SAS  
was under the control of liberals. Whiie the Congress 
movement was waging a wide range of mass campaigns 
against tne s/stem . NU SAS refused to be drawn into 
progressive struggle. NU SAS actually refused to adopt the 
Freedom Charter in 1955, instead, in order to  accomm od
ate both left wing and right wing, they adopted the U N  
Declaration of Human Rights.

With the beginning of the sixties, the more radical w hite  
students started getting frustrated by the direction of 
NUSAS and the Liberal Party. However, according to  
Auret, they did not have a clear political theory, tney had 
no class alliance. These students then resorted to  sabotage, 
hoping to  bring whites to  their senses. Their approach was 
quite naive and u ltim ately the SB caught up w ith  them , 
one of their leaders being caught w ith a lot of dynam ite  
under his bed. They were given heavy sentences, including  
♦he death penalty. Later on in 1964 some people were 
calling on NU SAS to become a student wing of the under
ground movement. They had a view that the only mean
ingful contribution to the struggle can be made through 
underground w ork, eg. Jonty Driver, then NU SAS Presid

ent, and B otha’s H ill. T hey still lacked insight into po liti
cal struggle and were moved by their consciences rather 
than by a political consciousness guided by a clear po liti
cal th eo ry . . ,

in the seventies there was a revival of M a rx is t sociology 
overseas which started f i l te r in g  back into the  country. 
People like Legassick and W ulpe  started  developing a M arx-
ist analysis o f the South A frican situation. There w aj how
ever still no clarity as to the role of w hite students. 
"NUSAS developed a programme o f social action organising 
students to  get involved in issues o f removals, squatters, 
unions etc. Soon the shortcomings of students piaying 
leading roles in workers' and com m unity struggles were 
realised. Students would at the height o f serious struggles 
be writing exams and abandoning the workers and comm
unities. It was at this stage that wages commissions were 
established on a number o f campuses w ith  w hite  students 
ending up playing a very im portant role in the 1573 
strikes. Students were finding this more interesting than 
organising fellow  students but the re a lity  of the situa tion  
was that they could not be the leaders o f the w orkers ’ 
movements.



•  •

M ore  advanced s tuden t activ is ts  s ta rted  a ckn o w le d g in g  the  
nead to  co n ce n tra te  also on organ is ing  s tuden ts  o n  c a m p -
us T he y saw the  need to  challenge th e  values o f tbe  racist 
c a p ita lis t system  on  cam pus also. U n fo r tu n a te ly  w h ile  
O m  process was s t i l l  u n fo ld in g , in 19 73, 8 N U S A S  leaders 
w ere banned, BC was also d o m in a tin g  the  p o lit ic a l scene 
and as a resu lt had an e ffe c t on  N U S A S  The  1976 u p -
r is in g  also had a serious e ffec t on  N U S A S  and thus in 
1977 we see N U S A S  em phasis ing a p rog ram m e o f 'A fr ic a n -  
b a t io n '.  T h is  was m eant to  lead w h ite  s tuden ts  to  accept 
an A fr ic a n  id e n t ity  and no t lo o k  at them selves as E u ro -
peans T h is  was in  a w ay a re ac tion  to  BC. I t  again 
dev ia ted  f io m  an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f the  class na tu re  o f ou r 
soc ie ty

1978, N U S A S  s la tte d  to  re fle c t on  a m ore  sc ie n tific  
a pp roach  and s ta rte d  lo o k in g  at the  w ay in  w h ich  th e  u n i 
ve rs ity  is In te r lin k e d  w ith  the system  and sta rted  organ is-
in g  s tuden ts  a io u n d  w h a l I hey w ent lea rn ing  The em phas 
Is was on exposing the  re a c tio n a ry  ed u ca tio n  and cha llen  
gmg it  o n  the cam pus, using cam pus as a site ,>f smuggle 
T h is  has led us to  the u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th e  need to  orga 
n ke  o n  cam pus and s t ill l in k  to  the  b ro id e i s trug g le  and 
th is  is w h y  we were then  ahle to  id e n t ify  w ith  th e  Release 
M andela cam paign. A n t i R e p u b lic , the f le e d o m  C h a ite r 
etc. We realised th a t students can u la y  an im p o r ta n t ro le  
bu t tha t o u r m ovem ents  cann o t replace or beca m e  p o l i t i -
cal m ovem ents.

A u ie t  conc luded  b y  h in tin g  th a t be belieces th a l s tuden ts  
sh o u ld  no t u n d e rm in e  the ir a b ilit ie s  Me s la ted  th a t since 
m o re  o fte n  p o lit ic a l awareness was m uch  h igher am ong 
s tuden ts  and th e  s tuden t m ovem ent is a n a tio n a l m ove-
m ent, w e shou ld  be p>o|ia’ ed to  take  up  p o lit ic * *  issues 
and at tim es p la y  lead ing roles because u n io n s  and civ ics 
ca n n o t do  that q u ite  o fte n  We shou ld  h o w rv t no t see 
ourselves as p la y in g  n v e 'd ll lead ing »ol<» ,n th e  b road  
struggle

C om *ado  ’ le i r o r ’ s ta lle d  his ta*k b y  p o in t in g  o u t  that 
u n ite  o fte n  m is take  is m a d * hy as<unm q H at bL*ck 
s tuden ts  o n l} s ta rted  o rgan is ing them selves w ith  ‘. h e  fo im -  
a t io n  o f SASO  in  19G8 “ I e l us p o in t o u t im m e d ia te ly  
t l ia i the  m a jo r ity  o f  b lack studen ts in  Ih e  early pe rio d  
be fn ro  the  ?nd  W o rld  War were at w h ite  u n ive rs itie s  and 
Ihe progressive th in k in g  s tuden t*  at that t im e  jo m e d  
N U S A S  w h ic h  was fn n n e d  as •vnl> as 1124 "  Ih e  m ost 
skj. frra n t e a ily  o rgam sa tlon  <nv- h-ing b lack  s tuden ts  
was the A N C  / o u th  l.eagus; ta-m che*1 m  194 3 A  S ign ifi-
cant m em b ersh ip  >f th.s y o u th  l.'dtju,. was based in  F o i l  
lia r*  w h ich  at 'h a t  Im ie  catered lo r a ll u n fra n ch ise d  
groups

In  ih e  la te  f i l l ' . ,  w ith  »he form at..>n o» th e  PA C . tw o  
studen ts  urgantsaunt.s ••iricrgi- f r A , f r 1 ^ n S tu d e n ts  
A sso c ia tio n  |A 5 AJ ..Ihed m  thu A N '.  end the A fr ic a n  
S tu d e n ts  U n io n  o f  S o u th  A tru a  tA S U S A ) a>i ed to  the 
PAC B o th  o rgan isa tions  disappeared -vdh  th e  b a n n ing  
o f th e  senior o rg a n is a t io n . T hey had a v e iy  sh o rt spell 
and th c 'e fo re  even then c o n tr ib u t io n  was m in im a l Tnere  
w e n  .*lhr>r reg iona l o iqan isa tiunn  lik e  t h e l 'a p "  f .m lm u i*  
S f lid  n i t  i J ii lo n

11 I f  B R E A K A W A Y  F M OM  N U S A S
Thr- 1960s b ro u g h t new c o n d it io n s  fo r  b'av.k s tuden ts  w ith  
th e  m ip le m e n la t lo n  o f the  e x tens ion  o f U n ive r<d ies  A c t

Cape and U D W  cam e in to  th e  p ic tu re . W here earlie r 
b lack  s tu d e n ts  w e re  at W its , U C T , U N D  and f o r t  H are, 
n o w  y o u  had  fo u r  t r ib a l colleges ca te r in g  fo r b lacks 
a cco rd in g  to  race and tr ib e  Th is  then  m eant tha t b lack 
s tu d e n ts  were pushed in to  a s itu a tio n  w here m o re  and 
m o re  th e y  had  to  re fle c t o n  th e  pecu lia r p o s it io n  in  w h ich  
Ih e v  *ound  them selves and see h o w  best th e y  co u ld  co n  
t r ib u te  in  f r y n g  to  changc th e  s itu a t io n

P H O B '.C M S  A S S O C IA T E D  W IT H  N U 5 A S  M E M B E R S H IP

(1) S ocia l b a ckg ro u n d -
I lie  tac t tha t m o s t s tuden ts  >n th e  c o u n try  w e ie  w h ite  and 
,h u< the m a jo r ity  o f N U S A S  m em bers we»e w h ite  m eant 
the d o m in a n t pe rspective  w ith in  the  o ig a n is a tio n  was a 
lib e ra l one. Iss.ies w h ic h  w e ie  very sensitive to  b lack  
s tu d e n ts  and th e re fo re  h iqh  o n  p r io i i t y  lis t, d irt nn t arouse 
th«* »amtj lu m t t lv l t y  fro m  w h d «  s tu d e n t*  1 hn 
s tuden ts  hom y in  the m a jo r ity  w o u ld  a lw ays o u tv o te  the 
b lacks  on an issue o f  such a na tu re . To add to  tha t p io b l-  
*?in, even at leadersh ip  level the re  was no  c la u ty  on the  
pa rt o f N U S A S  as to  th e  ro le  th e y  c o u ld  p la y  in  b r in g in g

(2 ) Id e o lo g ica l d iffe re n ce s :

T he  b a n n in g  o f  th e  PAC and A N C  d id  n o t m ean an end to  
Id e o log ica l d iffe re n ce s . M any  o f those w h o  w e ie  a llie d  to  
th e  A N C  and  In A S A  saw a ro le  fo r  N U S A S  w h ile  m ost 
P A C  su p p o rte rs  in  A S U S A  c r it ic is e d  any fo rm  o f p a rtic l-  

| p a t lo n  o f a n on -rac ia l ch a ra c te r. G lack s tuden ts  lik e  f? iko, 
i C harles S lb is l e tc w ho  w ere in N U S A S  w ere severe ly 

c r it ic is e d .

(3 ) P ra c tica l P rob lem s o f G o v e rn m e n t L e g is la tio n .

The G ro u p  A ie a s  A c t  m ade it  d i f f ic u l t  fo r  b la c k  and w h ite  
s tu d e n ts  to  <tay to g e th e r d u r in g  con fe rences. P o lice  w o u ld  
to m e  and arrest b la ck  s tu d e n ts  u n d e r the  72 h o u r c u r fe w  
and leave w h ite  s tu d e n ts  The re  were a tte m p ts  to  d e fy  
these law s b u t th a t m ean t m ore  and m o re  t im e  spent in  
t ry in g  to  f ig h t le g is la tio n  ra ther th a n  on  co n fe rence  
m a tte rs  O th e r le g is la tio n  lik e  f»»o M iv e d  A m e n itie s  A c t 
a im  m eant th a t peo p le  r n u ld  n n t e n jo y  e qu a l ta< i l i l le t  
w ith o u t  I r i la i f tu u iu  e.

(4) H arassm ent:

N U S A S  was be ing  seen as a th re a t.  F o r t  H a re  vsas th e  f irs t  
to  ban N U S A S  on  cam pus and  th e  rest fo llo w e d . Som e 
s tuden ts  w e rti a c tu a lly  e xp e lle d  fo r  N U S A S  rn e m b e ish ip

{5 ) In flu e n ce s  e lsew here

besides N U S A S  the re  w e re  o th e r o rg a n isa tio n s  m o s t ly  | 
C h ris tia n  o r d e n o m in a t io n a l,  eg. U n iv e rs ity  C h ris tia n  
M o ve m e n t. N a tio n a l C a th o lic  F e d e ra tio n  o f  S tu d e n ts . 
A n g lic a n  S tu d e n ts  S o c ie ty  H e re  a lso d iscuss ion s  w ere  
ta k in g  p lace , eg the  U C M  1 96 7  c o n fe re n ce  at R hodes. 
In flu e n c e s  fro m  abroad:

D e ve lo p m e n ts  abroad espe c ia lly  A m e ric a  and F ra n ce  d id  i 
have an e ffe c t o n  lo ca l b lack  s tu d e n ts  In  A m e ric a  h la c k  I 
s tu d e n ts  b ro k e  aw ay fro m  th e  N o n -V io le n t  C o o rd in a t in g  | 
C o m m itte e  to  fo rm  th e  B lack  P ow er M o ve m e n t. T h ro u g h  
b o o ks , m agazines, and p e o p le , th e n  ideas d id  f lo w  in to  
S o u th  A t r lm .  In  I9 6 R  the r»  w*< e*sn Ih r  u p r is in g  o f  
f  re m .fi %tu(f(*ntt

T he  fo rm a t io n  o f S A S O  itse lf is n o t  syn o n o rn o u s  w i th  ih e  
em ergence o f  the  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  b la c k  consciousness. Ih e  
f irs t  S A S U  c o n s t itu t io n  s t ill read. "W e  th e  N o n  E u ro p e a n



to slogans from the USA , eg. black is beautifu l, that a 
more positive identification of the oppressed groups 
emerged in the form of ‘b lack’ rather than non-European.

The ideas of BC came more into the picture o f SASO  
around the end of 1970 and the beginning of 1971 . In 
1971 the Abe Bailey Institu te hosted a conference in Cape 
Tow n at which, amongst the speakers, were Barney 
Pityana and Steve Biko. The papers delivered by these 
two senior members of SASO were to be used quite often  
at a later stage as reference in trying to explain what BC 
is. Pityana quoted quite extensively from  th e  writings of 
Stokely Carmichael of the American Black Power M ove
ment while Steve quoted from  Senghor and more especia
lly Franz Fanon, both being exponents o f the concept of 
negritude, a French African version of BC.

Looking back, one can see quite clearly that the emergence 
of the concept of BC was not just a magical discovery but 
rather an expression of ideas, some of which were inherit
ed from the South African struggle while others emanated 
from struggles elsewhere in the world. The im portance of 
the uhity of the oppressed and dispossessed had always 
been appreciated by our forebears right up to  the Ethiop- 
ean movement of the 19th century, to the form ation of 
the ANC in 1912, to  the Congress Alliance of the 1950s. 
Having gone through the fifties, the seventies were just 
the ideal tim e for a more defined un ity  of the oppressed to 
be expressed. SASO continued to recognise NU SAS as an 
authentic national union w ith a specific role to play. The  
1971 SASO GSC made it quite clear that SASO regarded 
South_Africa as being a country where blacks and whites 
are here to stay. This is a position similar to the first 
clause of the Freedom Charter, viz, "South A frica belongs 
to  all who live in it, black and w h ite” .

Comrade "T e rro r” went on to  say that throughout their 
stay in SASO all representatives praised the leadership of 
Mandela, Sisulu and others on Robben Island. The only  
problem which arose was that w ith  th e  high turnover of 
student leacership the purpose of the organisation was 
getting confused w ith  its surface picture. W ith slogans like 
'white pigs’ coming in from the USA, the picture became 
confusing.

Comrade Terror concluded his speech by stating that 
tracing the development of SASO can only leave one w ith  
the conclusion that it was natural for those activists to 
mature into the non-racial democratic movement as 
people like himself, Barney Pityana, D iliza and many  
others had done. He emphasised the importance o f loo k
ing through the formal appearance of things and seeing 
the core of the problem in order to avoid catastrophe. 
“ Even if we get rid of whites there will still be poverty  
aqd_lh&n_w£-roight -d f-ru ^ tg  get nd of Coloureds''. Still 
the probJem remains-and then we th ink it seems Am in  
was right in getting rid of Indians and then the whole 
thing becomes a mess” .

“ We must w ork very hard to help not only our brothers 
and sisters to  appreciate the situation but we must make it 
a lifetim e goal to  make sure that those of our own collea
gues. those on campuses w ith  us come finally to  appreciate 
the correctness of the democratic approach.”

Taking over from  Comrade Terror, Diliza said th;  main 
problem wnich emerged w ith the development of SASO  
and the concept of BC was in identifying the ener-y and 
thereby the target o f our programme of actior The  
emphasis was on psychological libe-atio.n w ith the belief 
that blacks are being oppressed because we are psycholog
ically allow.ng it to  happen. A fte r psychological liberation 
physical liberation was supposed to fo llow  I-  1972 
Abraham T iro  was expelled from Turfloop after i  fiery  
speech at the graduation ceremony. Turfloop w -^t on 
boycott and all the other black campuses followed. At 
the height of student resistance, the 3rd SASO GSC was 
held at Hammanskraal in July. A number of si—dents 
at GSC felt that the psychological struggle was ove* since 
all campuses were out on boycott and moved t"at all 
students leave campuses and actually cross the birders. 
This move was defeated and the line which emerge: from  
people like Biko was that SASO was there to co-itinue 
mobilising inside the country and that if anybody *»anted 
to  leave the country, he could do so w ithout involving 
SASO and go to  jo in  the senior organisations.



i t  . .

As more and more students were leaving campuses in 
1972, it became imperative that another direction be 
worked out. The outcome was the fo rm ation  of BPC 
which became the political hom e of all those who were 
no longer students. However BPC was also form ed along 
the same premises as SASO - psychological liberation. 
W ith the older leadership having been crushed through  
arrests, bannings and exile, it was very d ifficu lt for the 
young activists to  learn from  the past. As a result a* the  
height of the student unrest in the 1 9 7 2 /1 9 7 3  era’, when 
Durban workers came out on strike in thousands, the 
Students were talking about psychological liberation  
attaching little  or no significance to  the strikes.

The emphasis on psychological liberation made SASO  
activists opt for projects which they felt gave them  an opp
ortunity  to  teach the com m unity something, eg. literacy  
projects. The projects were-not linked to  any civic organ
isation or trade union. The idea was more to disseminate 
BC than to organise the masses.

"Events around the borders o f South A fr ic a  had an e ffe c t 
on  our understanding o f  th e  struggle” , said D iliza  SASO  
used to  invite people from SW APO to address th e ir  confer
ences, eg. Dan Tjongarero and M r M Tinabanelo  who were 
leaders of the internal wing o f S W A D0 .  D eve lopm ents  in 
Mozam bique end Angola also had an effect on SASO  w ith  
resolutions passed sup p o rtin g  the M DL A  and F re lim o  and 
la ter on as we know people lik e  T e rro -  w en t to  ja il fc r  
supporting Frelim o. S lo w ly  peop le  s ta rted  lea rn ing  w hat 
these movement were all a b o u t and learn ing  fro m  the ir 
theories ano practices. A ro u n d  tr,e  same t im e  the  Pe3 rce 
C om m ission came in to -Z im b a b w e , to  test peop les ' views 
on independence and M uzorew a was m o b ilis in g  th e  peop le  
to  suppo rt (we thought) true lib e ra tio n . SASO  passed r°s- 
olulions supporting M uzorew a , o n ly  to  be d isap po in ted  
later on. The ideas of liberation m ovem en ts  lik e  F re lim o  
f ig h tin g  the system of ca p ita lis t e x p lo ita t io n  and n o t P o rt-
uguese people, as such, and ideas of class struog le filte re d  
through and were giving us light in unoerstindm g why  
blacks like M atanzim a were selling o u t.

W hile this was happening, the government was creatinc 
conditions to  et BC leaders meet Am erican people like 
Senator D ick Clark who were attending the A fro-A m erican  
Institute m Lesotho in 1976. People w ho were banned 
had their orders relaxed in order for them  to meet the 
Americans whue those in detention were tem porarily  re
leased. The imperialist factor was therefore creeping into 
our organisations, remembering that Anglo-Am erican was 
supporting the Black C om m unity Programmes to  the tune 
of hundreds of thousands.

The 1976 SASO GSC brought us u ltim a te ly  into facing the 
question of the theory of our struggle squarely and the in
adequacy of our approach was realised by m any people. 
For the first tim e papers dealing w ith the question of class 
struggle and the role of imperialism in our oppression were 
discussed. Some people could just not accept the in tro 
duction of class in our discussions as legitim ate and threat
ened to walk out alleging that SASO was turning red This  
situation was well contained and we emerged from  the 
GSC w ith a better understanding o f our situation and 
therefore better equipped to face the future. The in tro 
duction of progressive ideas into SASO  in the later period  
of its existence did not go unchallenged, like any attem pt 
to  introduce new ideas into an already established organis

a tion . Tensions rem am ed w ith in  tne  organ ,sa t:o r between 
those w r o  hac advocated the  new ideas and tnose w hc 
es'sted them , the  la tte r  being fo u n d  m a in ly  ar-.;-,g the  

o lde r i A i J  m em oers the n  in th e  BPC. A t  the  tim e  o f its 
bann ing m I S / 7, th e re fo re  we can say tha t SASO was 
going th rou gh  a p o lit ic a l e v o lu tio n .

Another problem  o f student organisation in the e a -y  and  
m d seventies, was the question of developing a coneren* 
relationship between students or, the secondary school 
•evel and those at university. The South African S^dents  
Movem ent (SASM-j form ed in 1971. was the o r a t  i o n  
responsible for organising black student/ a t ? L c Z ° v  
schools. As Dan Sechaba Montsitsi. former * A S \ '  
and former president of the Soweto Students Rep-esenta'

SSRC m nC k 30(3 ^ Urphy M o ro b t a|so form er SASM and 
^  d fff n  explained, SASM was going throw* a lot 
of difficulties. Their d ifficu lties ranged from a ;a ck  o f 
experience in running an organisation to difficult te th e rs  
and principals in various schools an-i a i - - l  wcners 
The ,  , t ionship between S A S ^ ^ A S ^ / s  S ^ t

SASM n  „anc Ŝ °gans f,lte rin9 from  SASC mto~»ASM. Occasionally SASM  would qet material

the"? S.A .Sh0 . o ff lc ia ls  b u t was being made d if f ic u lt  b y
all as tho h T  reSar<3ec* by some SASO o f f , I

as the h '9h school wing o f their organisation »n- th - 
was regarded as paternal,st,c by many SASM m ! !  ' 
S trongiy resented by m ost of us This u n e l  r e ^ o '- h ^  
resulted in a s,tuat,on where at tne h e ia h t 'o f  the 1376  
upris ing, when S A S M  members found tnemselves a ts  
leader,h;p of a mass rebellion providing most of the =SRC 
leadership. eg. Ts.etsi Mashinini. Sechaba Monts!?s « c
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SASO members even in the Reef, were hardly available 
for their assistance. "We in SASM  took the initiative w ith 
out knowing how the situation was going to  develop early 
in 1976, to call mass meetings of students to  discuss the 
issue of Afrikaans as a medium of instruction". "W e were 
thrown into a revolution w ith o ut many o f our colleagues 
having got any prior training in basic political issues" 
O ften people were elected onto  the SSRC on the basis of 
popularity or ju .t  bravery when things were going bad. 
It is therefore not surprising that some of the people who 
were in leadership positions in the SSRC ended going into  
a political wilderness.

The banning of SASO, BPC and many o ther organisations 
and detention o f hundreds of our leadership meant that w »  
had to review our strategies and programmes if we were to  
engage the enemy further. Those who were in detention at 
Modder B were provided by their detention w ith ample 
tim e to discuss the future of our struggle. Opposing views 
which had been developing w ith in  the organisations crysta
llised w ithin the cells of M odder 6. Outside, those of us 
who were free were also searching for further direction  
While this was going on, w ith  most o f the leadersh p 
people in detention, we suddenly w oke up on J u ly  m orn
ing to the news th a t a new organ isa tion  ca lied  A Z A P O  had 
been form ed over th e  w eekend to  c o n tin u e  the strugc e 
where previous, organ isations had left o ff .  Tm s news wa; 
recefved.-W'tB n»ry,ed feelings. M ^ n y  o f  us fe lt  th a t tn c  wa-" 
an i l l t im e d -move both from a p o l it ic a l d ire c tio n  v ie w p o .n i 
and frorr a stra teg ic point. B e fo re  tne end o f the  w eek '
Jim m y Kruger rounaed up all e xponen ts  o f tne new o^asn’ 
isation and banned them. d

i lT ^ “ yea r th e re a fte '  ir ‘ J u ,v 1979  COS AS was launch- 
ed in Wilgerspruit. Johannesourg. T he state's response was

? L  , W iit -Jnn  S6e and the C 0 S A S  leadership was on'y  
.rounded up «n December 1979. M eanwhile A Z A P O  was

equalised in August 1979, again, as in the case of COSAS,

w ith the state adopting a wait and see attitude. ir  Novem
ber the same year an A Z A P O  sponsored conf«‘ance In 
Pietermaritzburg decided to form A Z A S O  as the - student 
wing.

However, in the process o f al! the above moves mere was 
the re-emergence o f progressive mass mobilisation. 1979  
saw the form ation of S A A W U , a more progressive union as 
a breakaway from  the BC BAWU The Fattis and Moms 
strike led by the Food and Canning Workers Un.on and 
A frican  Food and Canning Workers Union assistea tne dev
elopment o f mass mobilisation being the first successful 
nationwide consumer boycott in support of workers 
demards. The trad ition  laid by tne Fattis and Menis join* 
w orker, com m unity, and student action laid the bas's f0 - 
the mass actions of the 1980s The 1980 student ooycotts 
saw a more politicised student leadership seekinc close' 
ties w ith workers and the com m unity in general. Boycott
ing students were campaigning for support for striking 
meat workers, tex tile  workers, rent and bus boycotts In 
the midst of al' these mass actions, the Release Mandela 
i-amoaigr, was launched, providing conditions wfie-e the 
youth could trace the struggle backward in the pro-°ss of

f M r . n  m .  _  I___ « . » »  “  ”

the leaders.-; p onlearning more about Mandela and 
Robben Island.

It was as a result of the above conditions and tne ca -tm u - 
mc, mass struggles o f 1981 that we saw CO SAS ta- nc a 
progressive direction and the h ‘s to  ,c 19P1 A Z A S C  Conq- 
res; aiso takinc a sharp turn, to  the piogressi." :ide ^ince 
'.her, tw o movements have r - . i  looked b ? :k w a ^ s  and 
™ e v e r  a a ^ t ^ t s  we h3v, to make h a ,, b e * .  
w ,*•. .he context o; a mass-c-cstd btoad aem c-ratic  
movement. A :  in the case of SASO >■ ig - ’C are
those who continue to oppose c_- a .rec io ri 3o d \a- l  
they have ever form ec rhemseVes m e  a :-,v»i movement ,n 
the to '-rr, of A Z A S M . The correctness of the dem ocratic 
•tne can only be expressed out t v  our ib iiity  des:~:ie a I. 
cr.tic.srns to mobilise the student masses <jlongs-ce ai' 
otne^r casses of the oppressed and democratic peop>« to 
wards a democratic future.

b y  A Z A S O .  P r in t e d  o n  S R C  P r e n ,  U C T .
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