
THE OIL ‘MIRACLE’ IN THE SAHARA
DESERT

rp H E R E  were unbelieving smiles 
in oil company board rooms 

when the French Government an
nounced at the end of last year that 
big reserves had been struck in the 
Sahara.

But all doubts disappeared when 
a Minister of the Sahara was ap
pointed who prophesied that France 
would solve all her economic prob
lems in the desert.

In March this year, while France 
was still smarting under the Suez 
fiasco, the Finance Minister, told in
dustrialists that France, which im
ports 27 million tons of oil a year, 
would within five years be supplying 
more than half of her needs.

Four months later, M. Lejeune, 
the first Minister of the Sahara, ad
vanced the day of self-sufficiency to 
1960 and told how this “miracle of 
the Sahara” was to come about.

VAST AREA
The hot waste that this name con

jures up, stretching 500 mites south 
of coastal Algeria, 20 times the sae 
of Britain, is a vast mountainous 
area with peaks rising to 11,000 feet.
#  It is the hottest spot on earth, 

and the temperature varies from 
40 to 120 degrees Fahrenheit 
between night and day.

#  It comprises nine-tenths of Al
geria but contains only 800,000 
people, less than one-twelfth of 
Algeria’s population.

FRANCE
‘We’re Saved*

X^ROM this terrain the French 
ruling class is now making a 

desperate bid to extract and control 
a monopoly of those raw materials 
which will put France back in the 
Big Power race with West Germany 
and Britain.

It is because its system is deeply 
committed that its political repre
sentatives shout so hysterically in 
the French Assembly, “Algeria is 
French.”

Prospecting, which started soon 
after the war, had by the end of last 
year begun to produce its first re
sults, and to lay bare potential 
wealth which excited hardboiled oil 
companies in Britain and U.S. to to 
start bargaining for concessions.

The oil reserves are estimated at 
100 million tons. Work has already 
begun on a 100-mile pipelines to 
take the oil to the railhead at Toug- 
gourt.

#  Oil is not the only treasure con
cealed in the desert. Reserves of 
iron ore estimated at 3,000 
million tons, one of the five 
largest known deposits in the 
world, are to be found n this 
area.

#  Over other parts of the Sahara,

geologists and scientists, with 
the use of helicopters, are still 
discovering deposits of uranium, 
wolfram, manganese, copper and 
phosphates.

INSULATION
In order to organise the exploita

tion of these riches under its own 
control, the French ruling circles 
decided this year to set up a special 
organisation, the Common Organi
sation for the Regions of the 
Sahara.

By means of this organisation, 
with its economic and military 
aspects, the French aimed to detach 
the whole desert area from Algeria 
in the hope that it could be insu
lated from Arab nationalism.

They also wanted to provide 
guarantees that would attract 
foreign capital, but at the same
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Meet “Tricky Dick” Nixon

r  ■

A MBITION today caa be 
speUed N-I-X-O -N. In a 

country where all go-getters 
are brazen gods, at least for 
those who worship at the 
shrine of Business) Mr. N . 
is the arch-priest.

Now, more than ever, Richard 
Nixon, twice U.S. Vice-Presi-

r

Vice-President Nixon.

dent, is only a  heartbeat away 
from the Presidency—the throne 
of his ambition.

When it happened before, at the 
time of Eisenhower’s previous 
illness. Nixon’s Qwn pulse must 
have throbbed the quicker.

But the number of Nixon devotees 
in America’s ruling circles is 
well matched by the number of 
his detractors. To some he is the 
Golden Boy. He is well loathed 
by others.

At 44, after only 11 years in poli
tics, be has gathered unloving

epithets by the score. “Tricky 
Dick,” “ McCarthy in a White 
Collar,” “Old Nick” and “The 
Unprincipled Salesman” are on
ly some of them.

After giving up ambitions as an 
actor, he was a small-town di
vorce lawyer in California, later 
during the war—on the dry land 
serving as a naval lieutenant 
of mid-America.

ANSWERED AN AD. . . .
Nixon, on being demobbed in 

1946, answered a newspaper ad
vertisement inserted by a Re
publican Party committee in a 
Californian district desperately 
searching for a Congressional* 
candidate. He was accepted and, 
to the surprise of all, won the 
election.

But how? His opponent was Jerry 
Voorhis, a  New Deal Congress
man, now head of America’s 
Co-operative movement. Voor
his declared his anti-Commu- 
nism and lost the C.I.O. en
dorsement by this action, but 
“Tricky Dick” managed to 
smear him with the naughty 
word.

Would-be voters received anony
mous phone calls like: ‘T just 
want to let you know that 
Voorhb is a Communist,” after 
which the line went dead.
. . . AND BECAME VICE- 

PRESIDENT
The 1946 Congressman became 

Senator in 1950 and Vice-Presi
dent in 1952, serving, on the 
way, the Un-American Activi
ties Committee.

He outvied fellow-Senators in 
Red-baiting; drafted or sup
ported anti-labour legislation 
such as the Taft-Hartley and 
McCarran Acts; an injunction 
against steel workers*, the slash
ing of spending on housing. He 
opposed curbs on profiteering 
during the Korean war.

But this would-be President’s fo
reign -policy record is more 
alarming.

In April 1954, there was almost a 
“Mr. Nixon’s War.” That is

what a Democrat Senator called 
his advocacy of armed interven
tion in Indo-China on behalf of 
the French colonialists.

The supreme test was when he 
nearly came unstuck in the 1952 
Vice-Presidential ejection over 
a revelation that he had received

In America they say that 
anybody can become Presi
dent

Here we give a short bio
graphy of just one of those 
t‘anybodies , who wfthoul
any special ability other 
than a knack of unscrupu
lously climbing on the right 
bandwagon at the right time, 
has raised himself to the 
threshhold of Bie U.S. Pre
sidency—^Richard Nixon.

18,000 dollars as a “fund” from 
Californian businessmen.

With the help of 30,000, 14 direc
tors and script-writers, 6 | hours 
rehearsing and his own fine re
sonant voice. Nixon got away 
with it on television.

“MODERATE”?
Lately, it is said that the small, 

neat man with the brooding face 
that a toothpaste smile never 
altogether lightens, has trimmed 
his sails. He has become a “mo
derate” ; salesmanship has 
groomed itself for statesman
ship.

“Moderate” is a relative term in 
American politics. In October 
1956 he was saying that Adlai 
Stevenson’s suggestion that the 
President should ban nuclear 

/  weapons tests was “catastro
phic . . . one of the most extra
ordinary and appalling state
ments.”

He called the recent 64 Commu
nist Parties’ statement a “mas
sive non-military offensive.”

But the American people may 
make the “moderate” trim his 
sails a great deal more.

time make sure that the U.S. oil 
companies never got hold of a more 
than 49 per cent control of any 
one concern.

France is, of course, not the only 
country interested in the vast wealth 
of the Sahara.

USA ond BRITAIN
Waiting for the Vacuum

T^RANCE is angry at the way her 
^  American and British allies are 
stabbing her in the back in order 
to capture the Saharan prize for 
themselves.

The Americans are reported to 
have carried on negotiations with 
the Algerian nationalists behind the 
backs of France. The recent arms 
deal with Tunisia showed clearly 
that the U.S. and Britain are pre
paring to abandon France com
pletely as far as her struggle in 
North Africa is concerned.

Their object is quite clear. They 
are now posing as friends of the 
Arabs in North Africa so that they 
can step into the ‘vacuum’ when 
France is finally kicked out of her 
possessions.

SPA IN
The Hard Way Out

^T^HE discovery of oil in the 
Sahara has given the Spanish 

rulers the hope that they will be 
able to find an easy way out of 
their economic difficulties.

For a number of years Spain has 
posed as the friend of the Arabs, 
and have watched with glee the in
creasing difficulties which the 
French have found themselves in.

Whereas the French granted in
dependence to French Morocco, 
only after a bitter battle, the 
Spanish gave up Spanish Morocco 
without a fight.

Now that the Sahara is known to 
have oil, the Spanish are not so 
ready to abandon their remaining 
colonial possessions in North 
Africa.

Hence the fighting going on at 
present between Moroccans and 
Spain for control of the small 
Spanish enclave in Morocco at 
IFNI.

It is not that Ifni is itself so im
portant. The Spanish fear that when 
Ifni falls, the people of Rio de Oro 
(the last large Spanish colony in 
North Africa) will take to arms for 
their freedom too.

As our map shows, oit has been 
discovered near the borders of Rio 
de Oro. Tlie Spanish will no doubt 
try to hold on to this territory with 
all the forces at its disposal.

DOWNFALL
These forces are, however, not 

very great. Franco is in a weaker 
position at home than ever before. 
A costly, unpopular war in North 
Africa could precipitate his down
fall.

As it is, his troops are finding it 
difficult to hold tiny Ifni.

Franco may thus be forced into 
an alliance with France. The pool
ing of their forces, however, will 
not help either country very much, 
for even combined they have not 
the power to control North Africa.

THE PEOPLE OF 
NORTH AFRICA

Coming into Their Own
f ^ H E  Arab people of North 

Africa, as in the Middle East, 
are at last coming into their own.

For more than a century the ob
ject of imperialist rivalry and 
plunder, they are now learning to 
turn this rivalry to their own 
account.

The Algerians, Tunisians and 
Moroccans not only want full na
tional independence and sovereignty, 
but they also want to enjoy what 
the French prospectors have fo’*nd 
in their lands.

That, they know, requires about 
£400 million capital.

France’s stupid and cruel policy 
in Algeria has ruled her out as the 
country from whom such capital 
will be sought.

WITHOUT STTRINGS
Although there are “moderate” 

circles in these countries that look 
to America for aid, the U.S.’s 
failure to give unconditional sup

FRANCE REFUSED 
ARMS TO YEMEN

LONDON.
T^HE French Government’s 

anger over the U.S.-British 
arms supplies to Tunisia was 
made all the greater by 
F'ranee’s own refusal twoi 
months ago to supply arms to 
the Yemen, it was revealed in 
London this week.

The Yemen at that time sent 
a request to Paris, and the 
French Government consulted 
London. The British Govern
ment urged against the supply 
of arms to Yemen—where 
frontier battles with British 
forces in the Aden Protectorate 
have gone on for years—and 
the French Government turned 
down the Yemeni request.

port to the Algerian freedom 
fighters, and America’s policy of 
blatant interference in the Middle 
East, has to a large extent lost her 
the friendship of the Arab masses.

The only other possibility re
mains the Socialist sector of the 
world. The Arabs have been grate
ful to the Socialist countries for 
their support for the general Arab 
independence struggle.

They have also been impressed by 
the policy of the Socialist countries 
of granting economic aid without 
political strings.

In the not too distant future, the 
people of North Africa may well 
turn to the Socialist countries for 
aid, and with such aid convert the 
riches of the Sahara into prosperity 
for themselves, thus achieving their 
full liberation from imperialism.

Factory Changes In 
Hungary

LONDON.
T^ACTORY committees under the 

trade unions are to be instituted 
in Hungary to extend factory demo
cracy. Workers’ councils are to be 
abolished.

A resolution to this effect has 
been passed jointly by the Hunga
rian Government and the Presidium 
of the Central Council' of the Na
tional Federation of Free Hunga
rian Trade Unions, according to 
Hungarian newspapers.

All State enterprises, including 
factories, mines, farms, railway and 
postal and telegraphic services, are 
required to form factory commit
tees.

Two-thirds of the committee mem
bers will be staff members of the 
trade union and leading members of 
the management, the remaining 
third will be elected directly by the 
workers.



DURBAN RACING FABMEBS BUINED BY FLOODS
The following are High Treason's 

selections for the racing at Pieter
maritzburg:
First Race: 1. Koumiss; 2. Aggre

gate; 3. High Glee.
Second Race: 1. Supreme (Nap);

2. Etiquette; 3. Putumayo, 
lliird Race: I. Fire Works; 2.

Golden Ale; 3. Zadock.
F'ourth Race: 1. Midnight; 2. Yu- 

kin; 3. High Temper.
Fifth Race: 1. Speedy Action; 2.

Kariba; 3. Majorette.
Sixth Race: 1. Ashdown; 2. Annes 

Cat; 3. Solar Flower.
Seventh Race: 1. Native Man (Nap); 

2. Belmont Jet; 3. Phoenix Band.
Eighth Race: 1. Miranda; 2. Dis

cussion; 3. Oddelia.
Ninth Race: 1. li Bacio; 2. Solar 

Cycle; 3. Binnacle.
Jo’burg Summer Handicap: 1. Tiger 

Fish; 2. Windjammer; 3. Casbah.

Delivery Schedules
ARNOLD'S XM AS HAMPERS 

FOR 1957

SATURDAY 21st DECEMBER
PRETORIA—Cape Reserve.

Asiatic Bazaar, Walmansthad, 
Atteridgeville and Vlakfontein, 
Eersterus, Lady Selborne, Clare
mont.

Heidelberg, Nigel, Lenz—Custo
mers in these areas will be advised 
later of their delivery dates.

THE GREAT 
CRISIS AHEAD

By Moses Kotane
PRICE 6d. (Postage penny extra)

and

THE LAW 
A N D  YOU
explaining your rights under 

the Law.
PRICE 1/.

N .B .; Stamps in lieu of money 
should be sent to our Johannes

burg ofiice.
Obtainable at all New Age offices: 
Cape Town; P.O. Box 436. 
Johannesburg: P.O. Box 491. 
Durban: P.O. Box 700.
Port Elizabeth: 9 Court Chambers. 

129 Adderley Street.

NEW AGE 
1958 CALENDARS

NOW ON SALEI 
Price 1/-, plus 3d. for postage.

•
Send Blank Postal Orders 

or apply direct to:
New Age, Chames Buildings, G Bar

rack Street, Cape Town
or

New Age, 102 Progress Bniidings, 
154 Conunissioner Street, 

Johanncsbnrg.

JOHANNESBURG.

XXUNDREDS of African farm labourers in Amersfort near Wak- 
kerstroom in the Eastern Transvaal face hunger and ruin.

Many who had expected to reap 
a rich harvest this year, saw their 
efforts swept away by the recent 
flooded Vaal River.

The flooding river caused havoc 
wherever it floods. Local farmers 
in the District have refused to assist 
their labourers with food or money.

In an interview with New Age, 
Mr. Joseph Mathebula, the local 
Chairman of the African National 
Congress said the damage caused 
to their mealie lands had forced 
Africans to offer their stock for sale 
in order to buy food.

The cattle, he said fetch £15 or 
£16 at auctions in Wakkerstroom.

Mr. Mathebula said that on one 
farm labourers work but earn noth
ing. They have been offered a piece 
of ground on which to plough, but 
it is situated on the river bank.

“For the past seven years we have 
been unable to reap a good harvest.”

Mr. Mathebula added that the 
farmers do not allow their labourers 
to break their service contracts, or 
to leave to find work in the towns.

-<$>-.

The U.S. Secretary of Labour
has prophesied that unemployment 
in America next spring will be 
higher than it was this year. In 
February this year there were 
3,121,000 officially unemployed, and 
a figure of 4,000,000 has been men
tioned as a possibility for next 
February.

GRAAFF-REINET  
SECONDARY SCHOOL

Prepare your child for the 
future. Send him to a good day 
school in an Afrikaans-speaking 
area. All subjects for the Junior 
Certificate offered.

Appbly to Principal, Box 284, 
Graaff-Reinet.

SOUTH AFRICA’S 
TREASON TRIAL

24 Page Picture 
Booklet on—

•  the background to the trial
•  the arrest of Congress 

leaders
•  Congress campaigns and 

policy
•  the 156 on trial

PRICE 2/6 EACH

Obtainable from any office of New 
Age (for addresses see foot of page)

Bulk orders (over one dozen)
2/- per copy.

AGENTS AND FULL-TIME SELLERS 
URGENTLY WANTED

LIBERAL WAGES AND COMMISSION PAID
Apply personally or by letter to:

NEW AGE OFFICES:
Cape Town: 6 Barrack Street.
Johannesburg; 102 Progress Buildings, 154 Commissioner Street.
Durban: 703 Lodson House, 118 Gray Street.

Port Elizabeth: 9 Court Chambers, 129 Adderley Street.
Publiiihed by R«;al Printing & Publishing Co. (Pty.) Ltd., 0 Barrack Street, Cape Town, 

and p rin ts  by Pioneer Press (PtyO Ltd., For»Ue Street, Woodstock. ThU newspaper U 
a member of the Audit Bureau of Circulation. New Age ofBces:

Cape Town; Room 20, 0 Barrack Street, Phone t-8787.
Johannesburg: 102 Progress Buildings, 154 Commlaeioner Street, Phone 22-4425. 
DnrtMu: 703 Lodson House, 118 Grey Street, Phone 6-8897.
P (^  lU nbelh: 9 C o u | C baabm , IM M nal. A o m  t-TNi.

A.N.C. THRIVES 
ON ARRESTS

RUSTENBURG.

The arrest of Transvaal ANC 
officials on the charge of not having 
night passes has led to even greater 
enthusiasm for the ANC, evidenced 
by the formation of a new Congress 
branch there.

Huge crowds came to the court 
case in which those arrested, among 
them the Transvaal President Mr. E. 
P. Moretsele were charged, and soon 
200 members had joined the new 
branch.

A house where the branch had 
gathered for a meeting last week 
was raided by the police and two 
blank membership cards removed.

•o-

POLICE APARTHEID
JOHANNESBURG.

Non-European policemen were 
debarred from the ceremony which 
marked the official opening of 
Randfontein’s new £105,000 police 
station by the Minister of Justice, 
Mr. C. R. Swart recently.

Crowds of Non-European specta
tors who gathered in the police 
yard to have a glimse at the minis
ter, were chased away. Many had 
to watch the ceremony behind a 
gate fence a distance of 100 yards 
away from the pavilion.

None of the 60 Non-European 
police stationed at Randfontcin ap
peared or received medals at the 
parade. They form the majority of 
the police in the area.

ASTHMA—How I cured myself, i 
Rational, natural method, without i 
drugs.

Send Postal order 5/6 for booklet 
to Challenge Publications (NA). j 
P.O. Box 66, Belgravia, Johannes- i 
burg !

ARNOLD’S XMAS HAMPERS ^
If you have no use for the box | 

in which your hamper was packed i 
we will buy it from you for a { 
sixpence. j

When in town bring your box to | 
the Office and collect a sixpence.

OPTICIANS
Wolfson & De Wet, F.N.A.O. j 
(Eng.), Qualiffed Sight-testing and j 
Dispensing Opticians, 4 King | 
George Street (between Bree and | 
Plein Streets), Johannesburg. Please . 

note Change of Address |
Phone 22-3834

20% Reduction to Africans !

TREASON TRIAL
Have YouThese Papers?

Th e  Treason Trial Defence 
is in urgent need of the 

following documents and ap
peals to any reader of New 
Age who has one or more of 
those listed below to post 
them immediately care of the 
Johannesburg New Age Office, 
P.O. Box 491.
All copies of the LODESTAR, 

in particular the issue of 
November 1953 and May 
1954.

Bulletin of the Transvaal 
Committee of the Congress 
of the People, 17.5.1955. 

Bulletin for Peace and Friend
ship, June 1953 and August 
1954.

The Report to the 42nd An
nual Conference of the 
African National Congress 
(1954).

T H E  C A SE  O F T H E  
MTSSTNG R T N G

"PHERE are very good 
reasons why African 

women do not want to carry 
passes which will put them 
in the clutches of the police. 
Mrs. Margaret Mofekeng 
has her own personal expe
rience to go by.

A mother of three children, 
the youngest an infant of 21 
months, she was employed as 
a domestic servant in Carlton- 
ville, near Johannesburg,

One morning her employer 
accused her of stealing her 
diamond engagement ring.

Mrs. Mofokeng denied the 
charge. She was ordered to look 
for the ring and told if she did 
not produce it she would be 
handed over to the police. Her 
employer grabbed her by the 
arms and shook her.

WENT TO POLICE 
After this incident Mrs. 

Mofokeng put her baby on her 
back and went towards the po
lice station.

Her employer apparently 
telephoned the police station 
while she was on her way, for 
when she reached the charge 
office she was told to go back 
to her employer’s house.

Shortly after that the police

van arrived, police searched 
her room and she was driven 
back to the charge office.

TTiere she was handcuffed by 
a White policeman who said 
she must tell him where the 
ring was.

The policeman then seized 
hold of her wrists and pulled 
her about, the baby still on 
Mrs. Mofokrag’s back.
HIT HER SEVERAL TIMES

“I told him to take the hand
cuffs off,” said Mrs. Mofo
keng, “ because my baby was 
falling off my back. He did so.
I sat down on the floor with 
the baby on my lap and then 
the policeman took a stick and 
hit me several times across the 
shoulders with it.”

Mrs. Mofokeng has bruises 
and scabs abo\e both wrist 
joints, and these are now slight
ly septic. She also has bruises 
across her back.

After a short while during 
which Mrs. Mofokeng was kept 
in a room adjoining the charge 
office her employer telecffioned 
and told the police to release 
her.

Later that day when Mrs. 
Mofokeng went to collect her 
wages she saw the ring on hci 
employer’s hand.

CAPE TOWN'S 
NEW AGE 
XMAS EVE 

DANCE

r O c K 'n R q L l

to the music of

ALF WYLLIE and his Band

☆
IF Y O U  W A N T  T O  G O

Come for full details to the New Age  Office 
6 , Barrack Street Cape Town, any weekday 

or Saturday morning
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