
from t h i s  a r e s  o f  the town, snd we had o b je c t io n s  from the 

H ealth Board im m ediately , a l s o  th e  Ind iana th em selves  -  

I n d ic a t in g  s e g r e g a t io n .  One o f  the most Important f a c t o r s ,

I  r e i t e r a t e  a g a in ,  w herever a N ative  V i l l a g e  i s  e re c te d  In 

t h i s  sm all a rea  we hsvs in Durban, I s  the cheapest form o f  

t ra n s p o r t  must be g iven  to  the n s t i v e e  to  go bsckwafcds snd 

fo rw a rd a ;  c o n s id e r in g  we have the second l s r g e s t  N ative  populs*

t lo n  in  the Union-------

DR. ROBERTS:Have not you got a r a i lw a y  p r a c t i c a l l y  w is 

in g  the doora at  C lslrw ood? -  (Mr. C h e a te r ) :  Y e s .

CHAIRMAN: How f a r  l a  the Township s i t e  from the « re a ?  -«

(Mr . S c o t t } :  About 200 or 500 y a r d s ;  the one boundsry o f  our 

l s n d .

DR. ROBgrtTS: Then th ere  esn be no d i f f i c u l t y  sbout your

t r s n s p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s ?  -  ( Mr M urray): In th at  p a r t i c u l a r  area ,
* im portant

n o .  That i s  one o f  the m o s t / n a d n n  a s p e c t s  th a t  has fo rc e d  

the C ou ncil In s e q u lr ln g  t h a t ;  the q u estio n  o f  t r s n s p o r t  

w i l l  not b e g r e a t .

What about the  area  a m ile  beyond the r a i lw a y  g a t e ,  on 

the south o f  the h i l l  t h e r e ;  i s  th at whst you a r e  r e f e r r i n g  

to? -  (Mr. M urrey): have se t  out 2,000 a c r e s  s s  the t o t s l  

a r e a ;  o f th at  1*25 a c r e s  h ss been esrm srked f o r  the N st iv e J
V i l l a g e .  (Mr. C h e s te r ) :  I t  I s  sp p ro x im ate ly  3 ,0 0 0  a c r s e .

You ssy  you would form a s u b s ld i s r -  s t a t io n  a m ile  

beyond the a o tu a l  s t a t i o n ,  f o r  the N a t iv e s?  -  (Mr. M urray): 

Y e s ;  I  suppose i t  would be about a m i l e .

CHAIRMAN: Can we Ju s t  v e r i f y  the  f i g u r e s ;  i s  i t  % 000 

a c r e s ?  -  A cco rd in g  to  the survey  whioh has ,1uat been com

p l e t e d ,  I t  i s  sbout 3 ,20 0  s o r e s .

I t  i s  proposed t o  s e t  s s l d e  how msny f o r  n a t lv s  occupation 

? -  We have a l r e a d y  got the M i n i s t e r ' s  san ctio n  t o  s e t  s s ld e
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I s  t h a t  adequate? -  T e a ,  aa a s t a r t .

MR. MOSTSRT* l a  i t  the idea  o f  the C ound to have i t  

a v a i l a b l e  a t  a l l  tim es? -  (Mr. S c o t t ) :  Y e a ;  not the whole o f  

i t .  I f  you look  a t  the map -  the p o r t io n  l a  marked re d  -  th at 

i a  about 250 a o re a  which l a  going to  be r e s e r v e d  f o r  in d u s

t r i e s .  On the n o r t h - e a s t ,  we have the  Umlasl Main R e a e rv e , 

on the o th er a ide  o f  the d r i f t  t h e r e ,  which has now a N ativ e  

R eaerve  jo in in g  up w ith  them r e a l l y ;  and we may be a b le  to 

take th a t  up a s  w e l l .

MR. LUGAS: On t h la  map, i s  i t  only  the p a r t  marked, "p ro 

posed N ativ e  V i l l a g e " ?  -  Y e a ;  th a t  l a  *he p ro p o rt io n  a t  the 

p re se n t  time th a t  has been san ctio n ed  by the M in i s t e r ,  snd 

d e f i n i t e l y  se t  a s i d e .  We propose h o ld in g  i t  down to  the red  

l i n e  th e re  snd ta k in g  in  the low er p o r t io n .  (Mr. M urray): I  

would l i k e  a g e in  to em phasise the a re a  r e f e r r e d  to by the 

Town T r e a su r e r  be ing  sdded to  t h i s  a re s  i s ,  a g s ln ,  due to  

th s  q u e stio n  o f  t r a n e p o r t ,b r in g in g  th a t  a rea  n e a re r  to the 

r a i lw a y  i W l o n .  (Mr. S c o t t ) :  The r a i lw a y  a t a t lo n  la  about

laew p o r t io n ;  not the Merebank s t a t i o n ;  the 

"R e u n io n " , X th in k  I t  i s .

MR. MOSTERT: Csn you e s s i l y  sw itch  a branch l in e  In to  the 

h e a r t  o f  the L o cation ? -  We a re  £o in g  to make a very  ood rodd 

t h e r e » I t  l a  marked on the p lan  in  dotted l i n e s ;  we a re  con-  

a t r u o t ln g  i t  30 f e e t  s i d e .

DR. KOBEtiTS: Beyond t h la  area  th ere  ŝaa another p o r t io n  

o f  ground th at  was looked f o r ;  th a t  was supposed to be b e t t e r ;  

n e a r e r  the main a t a t lo n ?  -  That i s  the lower p o r t io n .

Was i t  turned down? -  No; we a re  n e g o t ia t in g  f o r  th s t  now

I  sm not mesning the lend s u i t a b le  f o r  Europeana down 

t h e r e ,  but fu r t h e r  up towardathe Main s t a t i o n ,  on the h i l l
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t h e r e ;  th e re  waa •  p o r t io n  o f  grcmnd under c o n s id e r a t io n ?  -  

(Mr. C h e e te r) :  waa th at  on the eouth a id e  o f  the r i v e r ?

Yee? -  Nc, we were not a b le  to  get th a t  on account o f  

the p r i c e .  We were hoping to  g e t ,  aa a a t a r t ,  250 ao rea  o f  

the Umlazl Main K eaerv# g lebe la n d a ; but a c t u a l l y  now we 

a re  on the north  a id e  o f the r i v e r *

CHAIRMAN: How could you t e l l  ue the o p p o a lt lo n  p o e lt lo n

w ith  re g a rd  to the In c o rp o ra t io n  in  the Borough o f  the p e r i -
. w i l l  be up

Durban a re a ?  -  (Mr, Murray )tThe p o a l t lo n  l e  an G rd in an ee^ta

b e fo re  the P r o v i n c i a l  C o u n c il ;  we have asked f o r  in co rp o ra

t i o n ,  which t a k e s  p la c e  from the l e t  August 1 9 3 1 * ( M r .s c o t t ) :  

The Ordinance i s  being issu e d  n ext  moJuhh -  in th s  month o f  

May -  when the P r o v i n c i a l  C ou ncil s i t s .

Can you g iv e  say  in d ic a t io n  o f  the f e e l i n g  o f  your 

C ou n cil in  re g a rd  to  the problem o f  c le a n in g  up th at  a rea  

? -  The f e e l i n g  o f  the  C ouncil %11 a lon g has been th a t  the 

c le a n in g  up o f  th at  a re a  i s  one o f  the most im portant f a c t 

o r s  o f  in o a r p o r s t io n .

Do you th in k  t h a t  means w i l l  be pro v ided  f o r  th a t  im

m e d ia te ly  you get  the power? -  Y e s ,  and a c c e le r a t io n  w i l l  

take p la c e  aa f a r  aa  we can f i n a n c i a l l y  do i t *  (Mr. S c o t t ) :

I f  in c o rp o ra t io n  doea not come ab o ut,-w e  have got Ju r la d  lo 

t io n  over thoae 1*25 a c r e a  now -  aa  soon a a we get t r a n a fe r  -  

we a re  not w a it in g  upon In c o rp o ra t io n  to  J a c k ie  the N ative  

V i l l a g e ,  (Mrt* M urray): The p la n a  a r e  in the Borough E n gin eera  

handa now f o r  the f l r a t  100 n a t iv e  houaea.

MR. MGSTSRT * J u a t  100 houaeaf -  Y e a ,  to  a t a r t  w ith .

MAJOR ANDBrtSONs Have you deoided on your p o l i c y  in  r e 

gard to  b u i ld in g a  In th ia  N ative  V i l l a g e ?  -  p la n a  are  be ing  

prepared  now f o r  the f i r a t  100 houaea.



I t  l a  the in te n t io n  to  b u ild  those f i r s t  ICO hcuaea

y o u r s e lv e s ,  and not adopt the B loem fon te in  method o f  l e t t i n g

the N ativ e  b u ild ?  -  That l a  a p o l i c y  t h a t  h s_s  to be deo lded ;
utoder

the Q ouncil haa not deolded on whether theae w i l l  be/taken  

by tend er o r  o th e r w is e .

I f  i t  l a  g iv en  out to  oon traot w i l l  i t  be done by w hite  

labour^ -  Y e a ;  thoae d e t a i l s  have not been conaidered by the 

Committee«

DR. ROBERTS: But not neoea a i r i l y  w hite  labou r a lw a y a ?-  

The Committee haa mentioned a l lo w in g  n a t iv e  labour to  be uaed 

but a c t u a l l y  we have not d e f i n i t e l y  sa id  th a t  we a h a l l  do 

t h l a ;  e o n a id e ra t lo n  o f  the e r e o t io n  o f  th eae  houaea by n a t iv e  

w i l l  be d e a l t  w ith  by the Town C o u n o ll .

CHAIRMANS That i a  a m atter  th a t  should be very  c a r e f u l l y  

c o n s id e r e d , b eca u se , ao f a r  aa  we can s e e ,  where auch method 

hsa been r e a o r te d  t o ,  i t  l a  a lm ost tm poaalble to do i t  econo

m ic a l ly  -  th at l a  * whore i t  haa been b u i l t  by European labour 

? -  (Mr . S c o t t ) ;  Whichever way i t  i s  done, we do not th in k  

we s h a l l  e v e r  be a b le  t o  get an economic r e n t a l  fo r  our o u t

lay  .

DR. ROBERTS; You aay i f  you put i t  out to c o n tra c t  you 

must have w hite  labo u r?  -  (Mr. M urray); Not n e c e a a a r l l y .

You a a l d ,  "Y ea" -  I  mean, i f  we g iv e  i t  out to  o o n trac t  

th e re  i a  no reaaon  why the Commitee a h a l l  n o t  aay in the 

ten d er  c e r t a in  labour a h a l l  be em ployed.

In your mind, you muat put i t  out to w hite lab o u r?  -  No, 

I  am not prepared  to  aay th a t*  The uaual method in the 

m u n ic ip a l i ty  i s  to  put b u i ld in g s  out to tender or to  c o n tra c t

You u s u a l ly  put out th re e ty p e a  o f t e n d e r ,  do you n o tte t  

One, w hite  la b o u r ;  one s l i g h t l y  m odofled , and one ooloured 

snd w h ite ;  i s  not th a t  so? -(MR* S c o t t ) ;  we have n ever  done
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i t  y e t .

W ell, i t  w i l l  do you no harm to  t r y  I t ?  -  (Mr. M urray):

I t  l a  a prob lem , because i t  haa been urged upon the Council 

in the i n t e r e a t a  o f  unemployment th at  we should c a r r y  on t h l a  

p a r t i c u l a r  work f o r  the b e n e f i t  o f  unemployment.

Do you mean, S i r ,  you a re  b r in g in g  the unemployment o f  

Europeana in to  d e a l  w ith  the b u i ld in g  o f  a Native, V i l l a g e ? -  

Y e a j  thoae who a r e  ooncerned in unemployment have aaked ua 

th a t  a c c e le r a t io n  o f  the b u i ld in g  o f  theae houaea ahould be 

c a r r ie d  out by the C o u n c il ,  to  mlnlmlae unemployment.

But what l a  the connection  between the two? -  (Mr. S c o t t ) :  

The town haa to  fo o t  the b i l l *

I  beg your pardon; the N a t iv e a  w i l l  fo o t  the b i l l  by pay

in g  the re n t  and redem ption; they  have dene th a t  in e v e ry  

o th e r  town? -  l a  not th at  under p a r t i c u l a r  c o n d it io n a ,  where 

the n a t iv e a  a t e  f in d in g  t h e i r  own--------

No* I f  they pay any Town C ouncil o r  anyone e l8 e  a ra n t  

f o r  the p la c e  th at  they a re  o ccu p y in g , they not only  pay the 

r e n t  but the redem ption ofl the c a p i t a l  expended in  the V i l 

la g e ?  -  I  am ve ry  p leaaed  you are  r a i a i n g  t h ia  q u e a tlo n , be-
t

oauae we a re  on the eve o f  a d e c la lo n *  May I  put t h i a  quea

t lo n :  Aaaumlng th a t  theae houaea in the o rd in a ry  way are  

recommended by the Borough E n g in eer to coat from £75  to  £ 105-  

whieh I s  an im portant f a c t o r  aa  to the r e n t a l  o f theae p a r 

t i c u l a r  houaea -  i t  cannot be conceived th at  we would a l lo w  

N ative  la b o u r  to  c a r r y  on th a t  c o n tra c t  a t  a l e a s e r  p r ic e  

and wage than l a  b e in g  paid  to  Europeam la b o u r .

MR. LUCAS: Why not? * For the aimp19  reaaon t h a t  we 

would have Trades Uniona up e g a in a t  ua im e d i a t e l y  .

The Tradea Uniona a re  not going to  pay the  r s n t ?  -  Tradea 

Uniona would demand th at  thoae men c a r r y in g  out p a r t i c u l a r  

work be p aid  a p a r t i c u l a r  r a t e  ©f w ages.



An In d iv id u a l  owiwr doea I t ;  ha g e ta  a N ativ e  co n trac to r  

to 4o *  I t  f o r  a round aum? -  A l l  I  can say la  th a t  a t  th la  

p re ae n t  moment tha whole o f  th la  p a r t i c u l a r  m atter l a  in  the 

a i r .  B e fo re  we prooeed , th a t  w i l l  have to  be con sidered  by the 

r s t i v e  A d m in istra t io n  Committee aa to  by whom and how t tie so 

p a r t i c u l a r  b u i ld in g s  a re  to be c a r r ie d  o u t .

CHAIRMAN: May I  auggeat you atudy Bloemf cute i n ’ a exp er

ience b e fo re  you cane to a d e c is io n  on the m atter?  -  I  am 

f t r y  glad to  h ear an e x p re ss io n  o f  opin ion  from the Commis

sion  on th a t  p o in t ,  becauae the Committee had decided not to 

send anybody to  in v e a t ig a t e  th ese  p a r t i c u l a r  lo c a t i o n s .

Tskingyour trad e  Union o b je c t io n ,  l e t  me put t h la  p o in t ,  

to  t r y  and get inform #^ion: On the one a ide  the N s t l f e  i s  

not a llow ed to  earn  Trade Ihion w ages, becauae he i s  not a l 

lowed to be em ployed. Very w e l l ,  l e t  us aasume th at  l a  q u ite  

in o r d e r .  Can one re fu a e  the N a t iv e s  the r i g h t  to earn money 

and, a t  the aame t im e, in a ia t  th at  they muat pay in t e r e s t  

snd redemption on ch arges  made on the b a a la  o f  th a t  l e v e l  

o f  c h a rg e s ;  I s  i t  l o g i c a l ;  la  i t  f a i r ?  -  (Mr. M urray): I  

adm it, S i r ,  th a t  the whole economic va lu e  o f  theae houses 

determ ines the r e n t  which the N ativ e a  a h a l l  p a y .

No*, you have an example o f  120 houaea here whidi the 

m u n ic ip a l i ty  has b u i l t  by o o n traet  lab o u r a n d / w h l^ y o u 'a d m it  

you have not got a ghoat o f  a chance o f  g e t t in g  from the 

n a t iv e s  an economio r e n t ;  I  th in k  ;o u  admit th a t  f r a n k ly * *  ■

(M r.C h eater) : Y e s .

That meane a aubeldy , and make a a l l  the d i f f e r e n c e  fewtann 

between a N ative  eoowomlc r e n t  and what they can p a y .  I  th in k  

th at  a ta te a  the p o s i t io n  .Do you th in k  th at  l a  a p o l i c y  which 

can be extended to  the whole e x te n t  o f  your houaing problem .

Can you f in d  a aubaidy f o r  houaing a l l  your n a t iv e a  in  that 

wsy -  a aubaidy from your Borough r a te a ?  -  I  th in k  the ques-



t io n  o f  the ecoaomic va lu e  o f theae m arried  q u a rte ra  we have 

to -d ay  i s  r e a l l y  and t r u l y  baaed from the economic p o in t  o f  

▼lew  o f the n a t iv e  on the f a c t  th a t  he would be unable t o  

pay the r e n t a l  a t  the t ru e  va lu e  o f  the e r e c t io n  o f  th e M  

p a r t i c u l a r  b u i ld in g s .

You admit* w ith  the l e v e l  o f N ative  wages a t  the preaen t 

day , the N ative  cannot pay t h a t ?  -  I  th in k  s o ;  and I  th in k  

the Manager w i l l  admit i t ,  t o o .  we oould not a s :  above •  

c e r ta in  f i g u r e ,  w ith  the N ative  wagea to - d a y .

So your two a l t e r n a t i v e s  a r e ,  * ■  e i t h e r  a subsidy  from

your Borough r ^ t e s ,  o r  a h igher l e v e l  o f  w agea. Are th ere

any o th er  o p t io n s ;  a re  there  any o th e r  p o a s i b i l i t i a a  o f  t h e ir

m eeting the e x t r a  c o s t s ?  In p r a c t ic e  i t  cornea down to  t h i s ,  f

to o ,  does i t  n o t : i f  you have th ese  f a c t s  c l e a r l y  in  your
d e c is l  on

mind, I  th in k  the pnufcfctaa i s  c l e a r ,  too? -  (Mr. Scott):Wto 

are  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  from the CJape.

N ata l?  A lw ays? When? - No, not t h a t ;  we a r e  t r a d in g ,  and 

they a re  not t r a d in g .  Seoondly , they have had the g i f t  o f  

theae L o catio n s  from the Government; look a t  P o rt  E l iz a b e th ;  

look a t  the b e n e f i t s  they got out o f  th a t  g i f t  there  o f  

ffew B rig h to n  L o c a t io n . Now, the r a n t s  a t  *ew B rig h to n  are 

enormoua; we would not th in k  o f  ch arg in g  them h e r e .  They a r t  

ch arg in g  the N ative  there 3 0 / -  a month f o r  b r lo k  o ottage  of 

th ree  rooms; you could not charge a Durban N ative  t h a t .

D r. ROBERTS: But i f  you go on b u i ld in g  th a t  V i l l a g e  

with European la b o u r , you w i l l  be ch arg in g  I4D/-? -  We s h a l l  

not charge I4.0/-, although i t  may oost ua th at#

MAJCa ANDERSON: Does i t  not a u t o m a t ic a l ly  mean you are  

g e t t in g  the h ig h e st  p o s s ib le  re n t  out o f  the N a t iv e ,  when 

he oould have put the houae up cheaper htm a#lf?  -  Thogt 

a re  s t i l l  c o n s id e r a t io n s  ot  p o l i c y  t h a t  have to  be gone in to  

and rep o rted  upon from an eoonomic and gen eva l Borough



s ta n d p o in t .  There a re  a lo t  more th in g s  than b u i ld in g  h o u s e d  

and g e t t in g  th ese  n s t i v e s  in to  the L o c a t io n s  to c o n s id e r .

MR. MOSTERT: I s  your p o l i c y  more or l e s s  an uniform one?- 

Y e s .  We want to  g *t  those n a t iv e s  in to  a p la c e  where they 

w i l l  f e e l  happy, and the Borough i s  going  to pay f o r  i t ;  the

Borough 1s  bound to pay f o r  i t  •

R . LUCAS: What are  you p sy in g  per a c re  f o r  t h i s  landT- 

£50 i s  the amount sent forw ard by t h e  M ini cfcer s s  to the value 

o f  t h i s  l s n d .

I s  £50 the average  va lu e  o f  the whole lo t  o f  what you 

s e t  s side f o r  the n a t iv e s ?  -  (Mr* S c o t t ) :  Practically the 

whole lot, with the exception o f  th a t  marked in  red.

I b £5^ a f a i r  va lu e  f o r  the whole l o t ,  in c lu d in g  the 

European a r e a ;  or would i t  be more, ta k in g  th a t  in? e I t  

might be £ 7 ® *

So the land you se t  a s id e  fbw the n a t iv e s  i s  going to 

oost you l s s s  than £50 sn a c r e ?  -  No; i t  i s  going to  wost 

us more; the » v e rsg s  oost w i l l  be about £ 7 5 -

Supposing you sdd another £50 f o r  l a y - o u t ,  and son on, 

to  the £50 you mention* You complain about 1 / 6  p er  stand in 

B loem fontein  not being adequate ; they won't be b ig g e r  than 

an s o r e ,  w i l l  they? -  You might have a l i t t l e  h i l l o c k ;  the 

land i a  uneven out t h e r e .

Even at l/6d  a month, the f ig u r e  charged in  B loem fon te in , 

f o r  the lsn d  s lo n e ,  you e re  going to g e t  your money back and 

p le n ty  o ver?  -  We do not get i t ;  i t  g o e a  to  the K a t iv e  A f

f a i r s  Department.

I f  you put money in  -  your own o s p i t a l  -  in to  a house, 

you s r e  a llow ed to  deduot in t e r e s t  fo r  y o u r s e l f ,  a re  you n o t?-  

Y e s .

Presum ably you w i l l  be allow ed to do th at  a iso  in con

n e ct io n  with the land you a re  s e t t i n g  a s i d e ;  and s u r e ly  with
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1/6 •  month, * i i c h  l a  the B loem fontein  ch srge ,yo u  w i l l  have 

eraple to spare? -  I t  haa a l l  got to  be worked o u t ;  I t  w i l l  

a l l  be b u i l t  on borrowed money*

How man}1 n a t iv e s  have you g o t?  -  (Mr .Murray):I^3 #0 0 0 .

Have you gone Into  f ig u r e  a , a i  to  what you can build  

on 1^25 ao re a  -  how many you can house th e re ?  -  No; I  th in k  

the su rv e y s  a fe  being taken now In reg ard  to  t h a t .  When we 

have got the p l a n s  f o r  th ese  100 houses ws w i l l  then be In 

s b e t t e r  p o s i t io n  to  Know how many houses we ean a l lo c a t e  

f o r  the whole o f  th a t  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a .

1IR. MOSTERT: Are you reckonin g  hat la  going to  happen 

In 55 or i|D y e a r s  time? -  Y e s ;  th a t  I s  one reaso n  why we 

have bought th a t  la rg e  p a r c e l  o f  la n d .

I t  l a  d i f f i c u l t  to  extend on the Umlassl R e s e r v e s ,  I s  

I t  not? -  No; s s  pointed  out by the Town T r e a s u r e r ,  we can 

go fu r t h e r  down, and can go fu r t h e r  n o r th ,  I f  we wish t o .

DR. ROBERTS: You would go o v sr  the r id g e  in th a t  case ?-  

We are  working r i g h t  from the end o f  the U talo*i(?) now; we 

can go n o rth ,  I f  we d ish  t o ,  w ith  the p erm iss io n  o f  the 

N ative  A f f a i r s  Department. (Mr* S c o t t ) :  Of c o u rse ,  we have 

a very  l a r g e  s in g le  n s t lv e  p o p u la tio n  here who l i v e  a t  

t h e i r  k r a a l s .

CHAIRMAN: That may not continue i n d e f i n i t e l y ?  - (M r. 

M urray): with regard  to  the land mentioned by the manager, 

i t  was, sa  a m atter o f  f e o t ,  not the s iz e  o f  the land which 

prevented  the Council from going on, but expansion  and de

velopment was one o f the Im portsnt ft c t o r s .

I  th in k ,  Mr. S e o tt*  :o u  su g g ested  one s l t e r n a t l v e  method 

o f  a u b a id ls in g  t h i s  scheme -  th at l a ,  from your Trad ing  Ac

count; waa th at your IWta in te n t io n  In m entioning the Trad ing  

Aecount? -  No, s i r ;  I  sa id  th a t  they a re  au b sld lsed  t o - d a y .



I  th in k  you w i l l  admit th a t  aome form o f  subsidy  w i l l  

be re q u ira d  i f  tfessa houses s r e  b u i l t  by Europexn labour? -  

I t  i s  bound to  have a s u b s id y .

Do you v i s u a l i s e  you w i l l  be a b le  to  f in d  th a t  subsidy 

from jo u r  N ative  T rad in g  Account ? -  No.

Very w e l l ;  th a t  exclu deo  th at  then? -  (No an sw er) .

D r. ROBERTS: Are you in c lu d in g  th *  beer in  t h a t  c a s * ? - Y * a .

Seco n d ly , you might have your Borough r a t e s ?  -  Tbit i s  

tha o n ly  wsy inirhich wa c an f in a n c e  i t .

In v ie w  o f  t h a t ,  would i t  not be b a t t e r  not to  over-  

c a p i t a l i a e  the th in g  in the b eginn in g? -  Y e a ; wa have s t i l l  

got to  go Into s l l  t h a t .

CHAIRMAN: I  want to  go on to  the s t a t i a t i c s  th at you 

g ive  on page 10  o f  your S ta tem en t. You g iv e  sn average am- 

Plo,m.n* p., month there ; how u  t„.t flgure ^  _

(« r. Chester)t Fro, th. return. of our ra g i.tr  a tlon 

Mr. Ch.Irman. » . haw a r .g l.trstlo n  of » t l * .  , . rT. nt.

in th. Borough; and thla r . f . r ,  t0 a n  K. tlv .  m. „ ,  Pegl. t . r.  
e d .

Ih a t  i a  a . t u a u j  mad. on the t o t a l  o f  th a t?  -  T h . a v e r -  

aga haa b a .n  atruok from t h .  a o t u a l  r e t u r n s .

So th. a v a r a g .  a r r i v e  a t  m  ,o u r  la  at column i .  , r r l „ d 

« t  from t h .  f l r a t  t h r . . ,  .  eh.  f l p , t  ^  . p#

of thoae transactions o , . r  a p.riod of t « l „  month., what 

la maant by " In itial H agl.tr.tlon." u  .  m i w  «,mlng to 

-ork in  Durban for th. flra t  tlm .. "Month 17 * * * * * *  t< ,  

man oontlnulng m aarrlo .. "H .-H .gi.t.r.d >; that la a man 

.ho ha. b . .n  forking In Durban b . f o r . ,  go., hom. and than 

oomaa baak .gam , or he ms, h .  tra n .f.rr -J  from on. p.raon 

to .n o th .r. In 1917 th. registration ajstem oama Into f o r c e .



Do you t r a c e  In every  case  o f  a N at iv e  coning In to  

get s i x  daya to  look fo r  work, whether you Ye ve got a record 

o f  him ? -  Y e a .

And i f  you have not g o t  a r e c o r d ,  he goes in to  " I n i t i  

i a l  R e g i s t r a t i o n * ” ? -  He 1* t ra c e d  up f o r  i n i t i a l  r e fc le t r a t ic  

The moment he haa got employment, he goea through the M edical 

O f f i c e r 1 ■ hand* and our C e n tra l  Index O f f i c e .  The f ig u r e a  

there  a re  a tru ck  from a c t u a l  r e t u r n a .

I f  you  cannot f in d  him t h e r e ,  you put him In the 

f i r a t  column T- Y e a .

The aecond column e x p la ln a  i t a e l f  -  Monthly Renewal*

I f  you have found him, he l a  pu t In to  the th iixJ column ? -  Y e a .

The average  f o r  the f l r a t  th ree  columna fe put Into 
fo u rth

the fcfetei column ? -  Yea.

You aa y ,"c o n c u rre n t  w ith  t h i a  working p o p u la t io n , 

th ere  l a  ro u g h ly  a f l o a t i n g  popufc t lo n  o f  f i f t y  thouaand to 

a lx t y  thouaand N a t iv e a " .  Ia  th at  people  who come In to  

look f o r  work and do not f in d  i t  ? -  Hej we r e f e r  more to  

p eo p le  who are  v i a i t i n g ;  ahopplng or v i a i t i n g  r e l a t i v e a j  

v i a i t o r a  to  the tewn oth er than thoae aeek in g  employment.

What happen* to thoae who aeek  employment and do not 

f in d  i t ;  where do they come In f #  W ell, I  have n o t  kept » 

r e c o r d o f  thoaef wb do not g e n e r a l ly  h ear from them. I  th ink  

the m a jo r ity  o f  them do f in d  employment.

How ia t h la  f l f t f c  thouaand tc a ix t y  thouaand a r r iv e d  

a t  ? -  Prom the f ig u r e a  on page 1 1 ,  8i r .  We have a r e c o r d .

I  have n ot g iven  them in d e t a i l  h e re ,  but we c a lc u la t e  from 

the number o f  v i a i t i n g  perm lta  i s s u e d .  We have, in  Durban, 

in  a g iv e n  p e r io d ,  f i v e  thouaand N a t iv e a  v i a i t  ing here f o r  

purpoaea o th er than employment * I  th in k  the N ative  aeeking 

employment haa in a d v e r te n t ly  c r e p t  i n .
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MR. LUCAS: Does t h i s  mean f o r  the p e r io d  you shew 

here -  th a t  l a ,  1 1  y e a r *  j th a t  about 150 ,0 0 0  d i f f e r e n t

N a t iv e s  have come in to  Durban to look f o r  work ? -  I  would 

not aay d i f f e r e n t  N a t iv e s ,  I t  may be the aame N a t iv e s  re p e a te d . 

The r e g i s t r a t i o n  syatera came in t o  fo ro e  in  1 9 1 7 .  When the 

Chairman asked whether i t  was r e - r e g i s t r a t i o n s ,  they  may 

have been p r io r  to  I 9 1 7 .

Cake your 19 2 6 / 19 2 7  f i g u r e ;  are  none of those In 

the l a t e r  p erio d  p reaen t in t h a t  number f o r  the e a r l i e r  perio d  

T- Page 16 ?

Y e s ;  under " I n i t i a l  R e g i s t r a t io n s "  ? -  Once a man l a  

r e g i s t e r e d ,  he cannot oome under the i n i t i a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n

aga in .

Once he i s  r e g i s t e r e d  slnoe 1919  ? -  S in ce  1917 , we 

have h is  r e g i s t r a t i o n  from then onwards.

th at  number o f  y e a rs*  Let me put I t  t h i s  way, we hsve 

accumulated s in ce  1 9 1 7 ,  n e a r ly  h a l f  a m i l l io n  names in our 

C e n tr s l  Index O f f i c e ;  th a t  i s  t o  a a y ,  we have on ly  approximate 

1 ?  5°*000 w orking, but the a 0cumulation i s  N s t lv e s  who have 

s c t u a l l y  entered in to  s e r v i c e ;  I  th in k  the a c t u a l  f i g u r e s  

a re  1*20,000 odd names.

CHAIRMAN: Can you supply u s w ith  the a c t u a l  f i g u r e a  

and send them up to us a f te rw a rd s  ? -  Of the aocumulated namea?

Yea ? -  Y e s .

Your 5 ,0 0 0  averag e  v i s i t o r s  p er  month s r e  v i s i t o r s  

coming shopping or v i s i t i n g  r e l a t i v e s ;  so the worxJs "Or 

N a t iv e s  seek in g  employment In the town e v e r y  month" have to  

be d e le te d  ? -  Y e a .

Rave you the f i g u r e  f o r  the  number o f  N a t iv e s  seeking  

employment In town every  month i^ade up from your a i x  d a y s '  

s l i p s  ; havB you the f i g u r e s  a v a i l a b l e  In your of f lo e  ? •

150 ,000  p erso n s  are  in vo lved  In th a t  t -  Y e s ;  during



(Mr. M urray): We oan g iv e  you those from o u r r e g i s t r a t i o n  

p e r m it s .

We s h a l l  be p le a se d  i f  you oan g iv e  us th at  monthly fo r  

a c o n s id e ra b le  perio d  T- A N ative  has a perm it fo r  s i x  d ays, 

and we oan t e l l  from our re o o rd s  of those p e r m it s .  (Mr. 

C h e s te r ) :  The only other p o in t  i s  w ith  re fe re n c e  t o  “ seeking 

work" on page 1 1 ; would those meet your pu rpose, o r  would 

the Commission r e q u ir e  something more?

You have got annual f i g u r e s  t h e r e ,  but I  would l ik e  to 

se e ,  s a y ,  f o r  about fou r o r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  the monthly f i g u r e s  

-  o r  f o r  the l a s t  fo u r  o r  f i v e  y e a r s  ? -  Y e s ,  o e r t a in l y .

MR. LUCAS: Take the 1921/1922 f i g u r e s ;  your sv e rsg e  

employed p e r  month i s  2 3 ,5 9 1  and ap ab o ve , f o r  the census, 

you g e t  2 9 , 0 1 1 . Assuming th at 3# o f th e  average  N a t iv e s  

employed per month were women, i t  would be roughly  ssven  

hundred and som ething. Would ths d i f f e r e n c e  between ths 

23,000 and the 29,000 be women who are  not employed, and 

ch ild re n  -  or would there be a s u b s t a n t ia l  number o f  male 

adfttt N a t iv e s  in employ ? -  I t  is q u i t s  l i k e l y  th a t  would 

be ths case .

Would the 5*000  v i s i t o r s  be in  t h a t  f i g u r e  ? -  Y ea , 

they would be taken in  th a t  f i g u r e ,

Which shsws s very  s n a i l  p ro p o rt io n  o f  women and 

c h l ld r« i  in you? p o p u la tio n  ? -  Y e s ,  th a t  I s  so ; the women 

end c h i ld re n  are in the m in o r ity  in  the town.

As a m atte r  o f  f a c t *  i t  would look ro u g h ly  a s  i f  th e re  

were about I4DO or 500 ? -  (No an sw er):

But doss the la s t  column on page 10 r e f e r  to males 

o n ly ,  or does i t  in clud e  some f e  a l e s  t -  S in ce  1 9 <^/2 5 , 

the fem ales  have been exempt from r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  under the 

Urban A re a s  A ct*

So b e fo re  192^ / 2 5 , you had fem a le s  in  the f i g u r e s  ?-Y es



Sinod 1925 ,  you have had melee only ? -  A a a m atter o f  

f a c t ,  a lthough  the fem ales  were exempt from r e g i e t r a t i o n ,  

q u ite  a number a p p lie d  to  be r e g i s t e r e d  a f t e r  i t  was not 

re q u ire d  fo r  them to  be r e g i s t e r e d  u n t i l  i t  pa led  o f f .

So that d iv id in g  l in e  is not included f o r  I92J4./55 there 

a . e  some fem ales  a f t e r  t h a t  ? -  There are  a few a f t e r  t h a t ,  

but i t  g r a d u a l ly  cam  down; so I  ahould s a y ,  by about 19 2 7  

or 19 2 8  th ere  have been none a f t e r  t h e t .

MR. LUCAS: What accou n ts  f a r  the in cre a se  from 1925 

to  I 9 2 7  -  a s u b s t a n t ia l  in c re a se  ? -  V e i l ,  I  suppose b r isk  

b u s in e s s ,  and th e re  has been a good d e e l  o f  b u i ld in g  about 

th a t  tim e; t h a t  might account f o r  the in c r e a s e .

Can you t e l l  us hoe you a r r i v e  a t  t h a t  25# on the seoond 

la  & l in e  o f  page 10 t -  We appear t o  have reached a peak 

p e r io d  in in d u stry  and trade  about th a t  t im e .

Mo; r ig h t  at  the bottom o f page 1 0 , " 25# o f  the N e tlv e s  

working in Durban can o b ta in  r e la x a t i o n "  I E ' By go ing  out 

o f Durban a t  weekendat- W ell, i t  i s  on ly  by o b se rv a t io n  o f  

people t r e k k in g  out by m o to rcar , t r a in  and so on; i t  is an 

estim ated  f i g u r e .

On ehat fc i t  based ? -  O b serv a t io n s  a t  one of the 

most Important Ind ian  bus te rm in i and the North and South 

Coast t r a ln a  and, o f  c o u rse ,  f i g u r e s  obtelned from the 

R ailw ay a u t h o r i t i e s  and so on . We wanted to  get an idea 

o f  what th eae  people  did a t  weekends and had to make th ese  

e n q u ir ie s  and t h i s  i s  the ap p ro x im a te fig u re  we a r r iv e d  a t *

Some o f  them have season t i c k e t s ,  a s  a m atter o f  f a c t ,  f o r  

the t r a i n s  and b u ses .

MR. MOSTERT: There  are  a number l i v i n g  out e t  

Ia ip in g o  Y e a ,  a b ig  number.

CHAIrfMAN: Take your a t a t i s t i c s  on pa ge 1 1 ; can you 

account f o r  the r a p id  f a l l i n g  o f f  o f  the v i s i t o r s ,  both  mele



and fem ale a f t e r  19 25/26  ? -  W ell, I  th in k  t h a t  p o s s ib ly  con

d i t io n s  have been such th a t  th ese  N a t iv e s  have not reported  

to us a s  r e g u l a r l y  a s  they  should have done, n or have we 

r i g i d l y  enforoed our v i s i t i n g  p e rm its*  As you know, se 

hsve t ro u b le  a t  tim es fo r  the l a s t  th ree  o r  fo u r  y e a r s  and,

I  th in k ,  q u ite  s  lo t  o f  them d id  not worry to  observe  theae 

r e g u l a t io n s .  Although the p o s i t io n  a p p ears  to  be go ing  

back to  normal now, I  th in k  th ere  has been a p e r io d  when 

th ere  h ss  oeen * o e r t s  in amount o f  contempt f c r  th e se  t h in g s .  

There i s ,  o f  c o t r s e ,  s  f a l l i n g  o f f  in Nat4* e s ,  although the 

f i g u r e s  do n ot shew i t  *

T h is  r e f e r s  to  v i s i t o r s  ?-  (No answ er):

MR. LUCAS: You have probab ly  had a s  sev e re  a d ep res-  

■ km ■■ ooourred in I 921/ 2 2 s ln  t h i s  U . t  s e a r ,  t h e j
(Mr e SOOtt/

to 1800 ? -  /  Then® has not been muoh d e p re ss io n  h e r e .  Our 

b u ild in g  o p e ra t io n s  have been b r i s k ,  (Mr* C h e s te r ) :  1  sa id  

ju st  now I  d id  not th in k  the drop in v i s i t o r s  had been 

a p p r e c ia b le ;  I t  i s  r a t h e r  a q u sa tio n  o f  t h e i r  n o t  r e p o r t in g

so r e g u l a r l y  a s  they d id .
CHAlfiMAN:
Now, your g f i g u r e s  on page 1 2 ;  can you account f o r  

the b i g  in c re a se  in bsk in g  between 1929  and 1 9 5 1  ? -  That is 

in the d e te rm in a tio n , but I  have made a n o t e .

But i s  t h i s  l l 6 J  the f i g u r e  o f  the d eterm in atio n  ? -  

Not e x a c t ly ^

MR. LUCAS: What do you mean by the word " n e t t "  ? -  

N ett i s  where a N ative  p ro v id e s  h is  om  food snd aeco modation.

Where the word i a  not used , the employer fu r n is h e s  

food and accommodation ?*# Y es#

GnAlRKAN* Take th at  f i r s t  l in e  o f  f i g u r e s  a g a ia ,  

to g eth er  w ith  yore* n o te ;  s r e  we to  understand ft*om th at  that 

the e f f e c t  o f  the wage d eterm in atio n  wae a c t u a l l y  a« here 

s t a t e d ,  an in c re a se  in the sages o f  more than l»00 j£ ? •  (Mr.



Cheater): We have taken that from the instructions to 

register .

No, It is under 1+00$ ; I am sorry ?- Then the deter

mination also takes into acoount the question of lodging.

CHAIRMAN: 1 0 * , on page 15; can you give us ths 

source from which those percentages were derived* or the 

method in which they were made up ?- Y e s , those were also 

taken out of the Department from actual registrations.

So that is  an actual analysis of your registration 

register ?- Yes , from ths Native Commissioner's O f f ic e ,I  thlnl 

On page II4., you hsve the number of remittances, snd 

then the remittsnce for Government tax and so on; now, does 

the Nstive send the remittance indicating what is to be ussd, 

and another remittance indicating that the other remittance 

is to be used for a different purpose? A Native comes along 

with £3, - £1.10.-  for tax and £1.10.-  for home ?- Yes .

Does he make two remittances ?- If  he wishes to; he 

generslly makes one remittance*

When he makss one remittance of £}, do you spilt that 

up into two remittances If it goes to two of the purpose* I 

have indicated No* Generally, the Idea Is to remit 

the money to the Native Commie sicner cr Magistrste of the 

district snd lnstruot the payee to distribute the money.

You must apllt up the figures in order to mske It 

balance with the first column ?- of the 80 remittances there 

in August I92I4.. under "Nature of purpose of remittance", the 

total of that may not balance» I w ill admit, because In some 

os see we might have sent two remittances to the one man*

A men sends s remittance which has to be divided among 

all theee five purposes; under whioh headng does that go ?- 

If it is fat* home use, put it under 17.



No; he aenda a remittance - part to be uaed for 

Government tax, part for home uae and part for debts and ao on 

? •  That would be called one remittance only, for column H o ,l , 

but the purpoae would be aet out under five different heada.

80 remittances are the actual number made, but in the courae

of one month, the purposes may be 180 or twice that number;

0/
it juat dependa on what the money ia fo r . Column 1 - Auguat 

- doea balanoet- Perhaps they are only single apendera.

If  a man made a remittance for two purpose a in that 

month, your balanoe Is wrong ?- Oh, yea; it la poaalbl* 

a man might make a remittance on the 1st of the monthfbr 

two purposea, and in the middle of the month for two purpoees, 

and that would be counted as two remlttancea for column 1«

And then you split them up in the other oolumna t- 

A 11 our remlttancea are numbered - take this year as a 

typioal year; we have iaaued from 1 ,000  to 1,080 and we have 

analysed those 80 remittances; it la poasible they might 

have been sent to a leaser number than 80.

I  am thinking more of the balanoe f- We Interest 

ourselves first In the number of remlttancea we have been aake( 

to send forward and then, from that, we have made an extract; 

•very remittance haa been checked - what It  ia for and ao on.

MR. LUCASs If  you correot your addition under "Hone 

use” and put it three hundred inatead of 390, you then get 

93^  remlttancea ?- I oan submit the book, whan you can see 

the complete remittances them salves.

You have got a remittance; a particular Native aaya, 

"part Is for Governmenttax and part for home uae"; you put 

it down under two oolumna* "Government tax"and "Home uae"; 

then the total of those oolumna and the othera ought to be 

more tten the total of the firat column, and It  ia not ? •
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