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PREFACE 

This research project, conducted under the supervision of 

Professor AH Duminy of the Department of History, University 

of Natal, Durban, comprises oral and documentary evidence 

relating to the life history of Mr H C Sibisi. The research 

was conducted by Mr I L Edwards with the assistance of 

Mr C Ndlovu, who acted as both translator and transcriber for 

the duration of the project. 

In all, five 

of which were 

interviews are 

interviews were conducted with Mr Sibisi, 

taped. Edited transcriptions of these 

included in this report. Of the seven 

three 

three 

other 

persons interviewed, one person's testimony was not taped due 

to the informant's desire to remain anonymous. With 

permission, evidence from this interview has been used in the 

analysis presented in Part One. 

While these interviews throw much light on the political 

events in which Mr Sibisi was involved, many questions remain 

to be answered. Among these are the attempts that were made 

to restart the Inkatha movement during the late 1950s and the 

history of African 

1970s. It is to 

traders in KwaMashu during the 1960s and 

be hoped that Union Government archival 

sources which are as yet unavailable far academic scrutiny, 

will help to fill this gap. Of especial importance will be 

the Native Commissioner's files which deal with African 

politics in Durban and with the history of KwaZulu as a 

separate political and administrative entity. 

There are three collections of papers in the Killie Campbell 

Library, University of Natal, Durban, which were of 

value in the preparation of this report. The first is 

great 

the 



microfilm collection of municipal and Port Natal 

Administration Board files concerning the African townships of 

Dµrban. The second consists of the private papers of 

Mr S B Bourquin, and the third the private papers of 

Mr CDS Mbutho, together with a series of recorded interviews 

with Mr Mbutho. Mr Mbutho's 11 A History of Clermont 11
, from the 

last collection, is included in this report. 

In view of the paucity of reliable source material, the 

introductory outline which appears as Part One in this report 

cannot be viewed as anything but a suggestive analysis. Its 

aim is to place Mr Sibisi's evidence in historical perspective 

and to make some assessment of his role in politics. 

The assistance of Messrs Charles Mbutho and Charles Ndlovu and 

Mrs Norma Hatcher is gratefully acknowledged. So also is the 

support and generosity of both the University of Natal and the 

Human Sciences Research Council. 



PART ONE 

IL Edwards 

"I am a nobody: leadership, ethnicity, nationalism and class 
in the career of Henry Caleb Sibisi 11 

1 
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A prevailing feature of African political consciousness and 

organisation in the Natal region during the period of 

industrialisation ana~· rural transformation has been the manner 

in which class distinctions within the African population have 

developed alongside a continually rejuvenating assertive 

belief in the benefits of monarchism, nationalism and often 

cultural chauvinism. In recent years various writers have 

provided important insights into aspects of the issue. Key 

themes which have been addressed concern the relationship 

between various African political organisations or movements 

and elements within both state and capital; 1 the rise of 

African petty bourgeois leaders espousing ethnic unity amidst 

conditions of widespread populist discantent; 2 the often 

seemingly contradictory images, beliefs and symbols which 

together create and sustain forms of ethnic ideology; 3 and 

the manner in which such beliefs are both invented and being 

continually reformulated. 4 Current work an the recent events 

in the KwaMashu and Inanda region during 1985 have dealt 

cogently with the contemporary nature and utility of ethnic 

consciousness.:s 

An evident but always neglected issue within such work 

concerns the particular character of the "nobody": the 

plebeian who becomes both prosperous and powerful in a 

localised setting. Having control over various key material 

resources in a certain area, or using their influence to 

advance their own entrepreneurial activities, such persons 

are, <bf one desires a term, 11 gra-:;;sroots intel lectuals 11 
.• 

Occupying a position between the African proletariat or 

specific African communities and an often relatively more 

remote established African petty bourgeoisie and broadly based 
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nationally constituted African political organisations, such 

"nobodies" are actively engaged with the development of 

particular ideologies and political strategies. 

By his own admission, Sibisi is one such 11 nobody 11
• Born to 

parents who were suffering through the erosion and then the 

destruction of the African peasantry in northern Natal, Sibisi 

acquires a basic education as an agricultural demonstrator and 

then moves to the Durban area during the middle 1940s. From 

then until the late 1970s, Sibisi was to live in Clermont, an 

African freehold township near to Pinetown; the African 

shantytown area of Cato Manor Farm in Durban and then in 

KwaMashu. Throughout this period Sibisi consistently 

endeavours to avoid full proletarianisation and becomes 

actively engaged in promoting the interests of the as yet 

marginalised but ambitious African urban entrepreneur. Sibisi 

also becomes increasingly drawn to and fascinated with a 

certain particular strand within those debates current within 

African politics in Natal which attempted to develop a 

coherent ideology to explain the status and future of Africans 

in South Africa. 

A consistent thread throughout Sibisi's ideas has been the 

acceptance of the benefits and strategic advantages which 

could be derived from the process of industrialisation. 

Accepting the features of the industrialising landscape, 

Sibisi's ideas of progress or what he refers to as 

"development" were, however, infused with 

considerations. Firstly, an, almost religious, 

two other 

deterministic 

belief that the cradle of African nationalism lies in the Zulu 

heartland and is best represented by the institution of the 

Zulu monarchy. Throughout his discourses, the terms Zulu 
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monarchism and nationalism and African nationalism are used, 

in an albeit contradictory fashion, as if such terms were 

automatically synonymous. 7 Secondly, Sibisi believed that 

such forces would have to be integrated into an ideology which 

took account of various contradictory forces within the 

process of industrialisation. Whilst accepting the 

technological benefits of industrialisation, Sibisi 

endeavoured to account for the detrimental social effects of 

that very same process. Resisting full proletarianisation and 

avoiding notions of class, the "nobody 11 Sibisi sought to 

develop an ideology which would align his own entrepreneurial 

and political ambitions with a population who were manifestly 

members of the urban and later rural proletariat. His 

resulting populism became inseparably interlinked with notions 

of monarchism and nationalism. 

While Sibisi was ultimately to fail to either develop or 

sustain many of his entrepreneurial or political ambitions, 

documentary and oral evidence relating to his life is of 

importance in bringing into sharper relief the history of an 

as yet unstudied section of African leadership in the area. 

The Clermont isDlomuzi still remains a significant force 

within the area. Many of the established leaders in KwaMashu 

during the 1960s and 1970s acquired wealth and status in ways 

which are strikingly similar to events within Sibisi's life 

history.a Furthermore, the conflicts between these leaders 

during the later 1970s and 1980s have important similarities 

to the conflicts over political and economic power crucial to 

Sibisi's life. 

The current debate within African politics over the question 

of participation in state structures mirrors key aspects of 

the history of the isolamuzi in Clermont. For example, in 
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September 1988, 9 residents of the Alexandra township 

announced that they would participate in local government 

elections as a result of such a strategy's endorsement by the 

Alexandra Civic Association. The Alexandra Civic Association 

had only agreed to the strategy on condition that the 9 

persons agree to assist in the drawing up of a new 11 community 

voters' roll", and recognise new organisational structures 

involving 0 communes 11
• These resemble the wards and street 

committees so favoured by Sibisi. As with the isolomuzi, so a 

recent observer accurately perceived that the position in 

Ale~<andra II in effect ••• means that the Ale!-~andra Ci vie 

Association will be running the Council from behind the 

scenes. 119 

Finally, Sibisi's life also deals with the reasons why local 

leaders are able to gain significant amounts of power. In 

ways very similar ta contemporary African shackleaders and 
11 warlords 11

, Sibisi continuously attempted to gain access to 

and control over certain material resources crucial in a local 

community. Furthermore, the conflicts between Sibisi and more 

general political organisations can be likened to the way in 

which contemporary shackleaders have an ambivalent and 

sometimes contradictory relationship to higher echelons within 

existing political organisations. 10 

Born in 1904 in the Paulpietersburg district of Northern 

Natal, his parents were labour tenants on a farm owned by a 

White Afrikaans-speaking farmer. While Africans in other 

areas of Northern Natal then still owned large tracts of land, 

the majority of Africans living in the Paulpietersburg area 

suffered "extreme poverty" and faced the "more severe 

restrictions on black land purchase imposed by the South 
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African Republic before the territory's annexation by Natal in 

1902. 1111 Nevertheless, the Sibisi family, along with the 

other labour tenants on the farm were relatively well off. 

Sibisi recalls: 

The farmer would always make sure that you 
were well fed. If you were not then you 
were thrashed because then you were not 
working well. If the man was poor, he was 
given cattle and food and all then come 
and work. Give him sjambok if he did not 
work. Give him! ••• He must eat well but he 
must not dress more than the farmer •••• say 
he got nice cattle, he must be prepared to 
have these cattle purchased ••• or just 
taken by the farmer •••• he must not be more 
than the Baas. Baas is Baas, Missus is 
Missus •••• But we lived well. 

Together the labour tenants had their own "sea of 

mealies ••• and the farmer would let us have his bull if we 

wanted it •••• " The farmer discouraged his labour tenants from 

sending their children to school, but rewarded those who 

accepted the Christian faith. Sibisi's mother laboured in the 

farmer's household and thereby acquired the ability to "cook 

European food and mend proper clothes". Pride of place in the 

Sibisi house went to the grandmother clock in the lounge. 

However, during the 1920s and 1930s, while the young Sibisi 

attended school, conditions in the area became increasingly 

worse with his parents apparently joining the growing number 

of rural wage labourers. To help pay for his own education, 

Sibisi undertook various forms of menial labour for extremely 

low rewards. This was an experience he was never to forget. 

After attending various local schools, Sibisi was sent to 

Adams Mission where the somewhat idle, impertinent and by one 

account, arrogant, 12 student finally gained a qualification as 

an agricultural demonstrator. During this course, he excelled 

in agricultural economics, accountancy and "civics''. In spite 

of having made an undertaking to the Union Government, who at 
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that time was eager to gain the services of agricultural 

demonstrators to assist in bolstering up African rural 

production, 13 Sibisi moved to Swaziland. His brief stay in 

the relatively less restrictive society was a happy one. By 

the end of his sojourn, Sibisi was not only advising the local 

community on agricultural matters, but was also in effective 

charge of setting up a school and a couple of shops. 

Sibisi was however forced to return and serve with the Union 

Government. He was sent to the Valley of a Thousand Hills 

area to work as an agricultural demonstrator with a community 

living under Induna Phewa. Here again Sibisi expanded his 

range of activities to include the setting up of two shops 

owned by local Africans who competed with the long existing 

White-owned trading store. His integration into the community 

was never, however, complete as he acquired a reputation for · 

over-working the few oxen owned by the community in order to 

produce significant agricultural surplus. Nevertheless, the 

community, in some ways eager to be further part of the money 

economy, was grateful ta Sibisi far revealing various means of 

acquiring money. 

Phewa·s son: 

One such scheme is recalled by Induna 

Lots of Whites from the ships would come 
and see the mountains and they all wanted 
to see how the proper Zulu lived. So 
Sibisi dressed my father up in skins and 
feathers ... 'Here ladies and gentlemen! 
Phewa, King of all the Zulus~· Then they 
all take pictures. We get money. What 
did it matter, everybody was happy. 14 

While Sibisi's eye for the main chance was never to leave him, 

his later attitude towards Zulu royal tradition was certainly 

less profane. 
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However, the community felt that he was doing things ,.too 

fast 11
•

1 ::s In any event Sibisi, growing disenchanted by life as 

an agricultural demonstrator and seeing more.and more people 

from the area moving to the Durban area to seek work, resigned 

his post and moved into Clermont in the middle 1940s. His 

choice of Clermont is significant. While the population of 

the area was solidly working class, Clermont was one of the 

few urban African freehold areas in the Durban area. 1 • 

Controlled by the Local Health Commission, by the middle 1940s 

there were many in the community who through indigence were 

being forced to sell up their land and houses. With few 

shops, schools and serviced by one bus which "was always lucky 

if it made Durban, but would never manage to return" 17 a then 

resident described the areas as "quite barren and extremely 

unproductive except in isolated patches". 18 However, by the 

middle 1940s Clermont was showing signs of an increasing self-

assertive militance. In Clermont, politics was "hot". 19 

From the middle 1940s onwards, many members of the Congress 

Youth League in the Durban area were suggesting that the best 

way in which the organisation could relate to the growing 

political anger amongst the proletariat: those whom African 

National Congress leaders in Natal referred to as the 

"cultural amalgam"; isolate Champion and his followers in 

Congress and the location Advisory Boards; and advance the 

cause of the Youth League, 20 was ta set up alternate civic 

bodies. While maintaining his recently acquired friendship 

with Dr Seme, who owned land in Clermont, and to a lesser 

extent with Champion himself,Sibisi and others became Youth 

League supporters and set up the Clermont isolomuzi. Clermont 

was divided into four wards, each of which elected delegates 

who sat on the isolomuzi. These delegates then elected one of 
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themselves as Chairman. However up until 1948 the isolomuzi 

was ridden with internal strife. Sibisi was not yet a member 

of the isolomuzi. His biographer recalls these early years of 

strife in the following terms: 

The Chairman of these committees met their 
doom one after another after the other 
leaving this young man [Sibisi] still to 
be a member under the succeeding leader or 
chairman. It became the feeling of the 
older committee members and the overthrown 
chairmen that this young man be given a 
chance to put his unchanging and unfailing 
theories into practise. 21 

Sibisi was elected Chairman of the isolomuzi in 1948. This 

success was due to him portraying himself as being opposed to 

any political ideologies: these he viewed as being culpable 

in the failures of earlier committees; promoting the idea of 

a "normal way of life" that took due note of the progressive 

forces in city life; and his attacks on those residents who 

were elected to the official Residents· Committee. A fierce 

advocate of Zulu nationalism, Sibisi proclaimed an the 

weakness within the various African nationalist movements of 

the time. Such comments brought him widespread recognition, 

as even .established leaders within the African National 

Congress in Natal were then remarking on how the proletariat 

criticised the Congress movement for its lack of militance. 22 

Sibisi, however, went even further, developing ideas on haw 
11 the African people could advance. 1123 

explains Sibisi's attitude: 

Sibisi's biographer 

People wanted to be fed, clothed, housed, 
employed and transported to various 
destinations, etc. During those days the 
people who came forwards to lead were 
sorted out from the riff raff of the 
I.C.U. and 'African National Congress· 
diehards and other kindred organisations. 
They were powerful, forceful and 
convincing politically branded spokesmen, 



but the problem which made friends with 
the people were economic. It is 
deplorable to observe that none of those 
leaders had even the faintest notions of 
economic leadership. 24 

Sibisi's already firm commitment to assisting in 

10 

the 

development of African-owned trading ventures, now expanded 

into a vision of a new Clermont. Having recently made contact 

with W.M. Mseleku, founder of the Nabantukop co-operative 

movement who was then living on Church land at nearby 

Mariannhill Mission, which was the centre from which Father 

Bernard Huss preached his ideas on economic self-

develapment, 2 s Sibisi proposed the establishment of certain 

commercial ventures in Clermont. All were explained by his 

theory of economic nationalism. As Sibisi recalls: 

We, the Zulus, must trade with ourselves 
otherwise we will starve. The Whites, 
Indians and [sic] Afrikaaners have their 
awn shops. If we Africans do not get into 
business we will give our money to the 
Indians. 

As a result Sibisi was viewed as a "prophet" and a "friend to 

the ordinary resident. 1126 Sibisi became Chairman of the 

isolomuzi: "Clermont was in Sibisi's hands". 27 

Sibisi injected new life into the isolomuzi. He began to 

refer ta the already existing Council of the isolomuzi as the 
11 government 11 or 11 cabinet 11

•
28 Under Sibisi, the Council was 

comprised of a host of departments each controlled by an 
11 official 11

: the Town Clerk, Town Treasurer, General Engineer, 

Estate Valuator, Chief Constable, and so forth ranging through 

the whole litany of conceivable posts right down to Musical 

Director, Fire Brigade Officer and an official far museums and 

art galleries. 29 All posts were held by different people. 
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The still existing official Clermont Residents· Committee was 

ridiculed by the isolomuzi members as a "messenger boy of ours 

who had to go and tell the Local Health Commission what the 

isolamuzi wanted. 1130 A member of the isalomuzi e:-!plains: 

If anybody on the official board wanted to 
do anything they had to come to us. We 
were the leaders of the people. We were 
elected by the people. I mean they were 
also elected but we were from the people. 
They cannot do anything. If they had a 
board meeting and wanted to talk to the 
people, then we made the meeting and it 
was a meeting of the isolamuzi. There 
Sibisi would say, 'Now gentlemen, Mr so
and-so, who is one of the Boards wants to 
do this or that •••• · We decided. 31 

Another resident of the area at the time recalls: 

It was such a good time then. We would 
all listen as Sibisi told us of all the 
wonderful things us Africans would be 
doing together. :S:2 

It appears that around this time Sibisi became a lay preacher 

with a congregational sect and also allied himself with 

various herbalist organisations in Durban. By the late 1940s 

many herbalists, such as Israel Alexander, had in fact become 

very prosperous entrepreneurs with large and sophisticated 

mailorder businesses. Nevertheless, such herbalists were then 

engaged in attacking Indian traders who ventured into the sale 

of "Zulu customs" and in fending off central state attempts to 

proscribe African herbalists' activities in the cities. The 

herbalists' success in combing the idea of Zulu customs with 

lucrative financial gain clearly impressed Sibisi. His 

speeches had an almost messianic fervour which combined many 

images from W.M. Mseleku's writings on the need for Africans 

to arise and recall the heroes of their past and the 

herbalists· call for the proletariat to remember the 

herbalists· position in saciety. 33 
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Sibisi made use of these various images from a position that 

was neither encumbered by him having either chiefly status nor 

him belonging to the then established and sometimes wealthy 

African urban elite. He was the "nobody" who rose up to 

become "our" version of "the George Washingtons, the Thomas 

Jeffersons of the world 11 who "would lead us to 1 liberty'. 1134 

As a result of him having few material resources he was able 

to pass himself off as selflessly dedicated to the community 

of Clermont. As one resident of the area later recalls: 

He was able to see things coming. He 
would go around and talk to lots of people 
and then come and tell us of his great 
ideas. He had actually got them from 
other places. He was good and everyone 
admired him.:::s::s 

Sibisi was to initiate four financial ventures. The Clermont 

Township Bantu Bus Company, which to raise shares from the 

residents of the area, acquire the carrier certificates for 

the area and operate under the isolamuzi Department of 

Transport. Sibisi appointed himself as Minister of Transport. 

Secondly, the Clermont Township Bantu Improvement Company 

which was 11 to take over (land) when the sellers of Clermont 

left. 11 In other words, the land sold by those indigent 

persons who left Clermont was ta be bought by the fund created 

by the "wealthy residents: people of standing 11 and then 

either sold or used for "beer halls, public halls, sports 

stadiums 11 or to build roads and provide services. The Company 

was to be allowed to tax the residents for the provision of 

these amenities. Thirdly, the Clermont Township Bantu 

Improvement Fund which was ta be the fund into which wealthy 

persons would invest in order to finance the Improvement 

Campany. The Fund, which was to be controlled by the Treasury 

Department would be paid any rates or charges levied on the 



residents. All those investing in the Fund would 

Directors; each according to the amounts invested. 

fourth venture was called the Vukuzake Clermont Company. 

13 

be 

The 

This 

Company was specifically designed for those women residents 

who were involved in either market gardening or in other 

related home crafts. Sibisi was to be "supervisor and 

technician" to this Company as he "1,"as an agricultural 

demonstrator by profession". All public shows by this groups 

were to be "organised and controlled" by Sibisi. 36 

The success of these various companies depended not only on 

the key question of whether the bus company would be granted 

official carrier certificates, but on the manner in which 

membership of the Council of the isalomuzi could be comprised 

of an alliance of the various interest groups within the 

Township. Beneath the rhetoric 6f the unity of ordinary 

Africans, co-operation and progress towards self-sufficiency 

lay continual feelings of distrust between community leaders 

within the isolomLtzi. F_or e>~ample, the Chief Constable, 

Mr George Sithole, was by some accounts a petty hoodlum. 37 He 

and his constables, wearing armbands with the inscription 

"Clermont S.A.P. 11 patrolled the streets an the lookout for 

tsotsis, "illegal 11 beer and gavine brewers and other 11 social 

misfits". 38 The local South African Police appear to have 

welcomed this development and would prosecute anybody brought 

to them by Sithole. It is entirely conceivable that Sithole, 

who appears to have been both a "simple man 11 and the personal 

protege of Sibisi, managed to further his own interests by 

virtue of his elevated position on a committee portraying 

themselves as introducing proper town life. 
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A further example should suffice. During the later 1930s the 

Daughters of Africa organisation established a branch in 

Clermont. By the middle 1940s this branch and various other 

women's groups had become extremely influential in the 

community. Such women provided home grown vegetables and 

home made school and other clothes which reduced the effects 

of the predominantly male labour forces' declining wages and 

organised "Health in the Home" groups to counter the ravages 

of landlordism prevalent in the area. They also propagated 

the ideas of teetotalism, hard work and Christianity amongst 

African male 

groupings 

furthermore, 

influence. 

workers. 3 ~ It made perfect sense that such 

should be recognised in the Council, and 

for Sibisi, that they should be under his 

Sibisi had initially emerged through the vacuum created by the 

internecine squabbling amongst the established leaders of the 

community. Mbutho tells us that Sibisi "was the only man who 

could bind together all these discordant elements and set 

everybody on the march for the common good of Clermont." 40 

Sibisi tried to "recognise everybody's individuality by their 

merits and demerits, talents and abilities, so that his 

presence was felt and enjoyed by everybody from the most 

opulent to the lowest ragamuffin. 1141 

As with similar developments which occurred in the Durban area 

during the late 1940s, Sibisi's "government" was to collapse. 

While Mbutho ascribes Sibisi's failure to the manner in which 

Clermont residents "hated and despised him through mere 

jealousy for his enviable, extraordinary abilities'', 42 the 

essential reasons are more complex than hagiography will 

admit. While the isolomuzi continues up this day, albeit in a 
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somewhat different form, the failure of the financial schemes 

was due to the inability of the residents to provide 

sufficient funds to support the nascent entrepreneurs and 

these aspirant trader intense internecine rivalries. While 

Sibisi and others constantly made mention of the benefits for 

the African entrepreneur under apartheid policy, during the 

late 1940s and early 1950s the relative indecision which 

characterised state and capitals' attitude to urban Africans 

mitigated against any financial assistance to African 

entrepreneurs. While the Local Health Commission and the 

Local Road Transportation Board appeared eager to grant both 

new trading and bus licenses to Clermont residences, none of 

the schemes could accrue sufficient capital. Residents became 

angered with the way in which their invested money had 
11 disappeared 11

• When Fred Ngema, a wealthy Johannesburg bus 

operator was induced to run five buses against the five 

carrier certificates acquired by the Clermont Bus Company, 

clashes broke out over who was to be Minister of Transport. 

Sibisi, as incumbent Minister of Transport, opposed Ngema and 

lost. The victor gained the seat of Minister of Transport and 

gained more power and 11 I took over his seat and power and 

Sibisi became weak". 43 

Before these disputes had finally resolved in Sibisi's defeat, 

various members of the isolomuzi began standing for election 

to the official Residents' Committee in order to gain more 

influence with the Local Health Commission and over their 

counterparts in the isolomuzi. Gradually the official 

Committee was "taken over" by the isolomuzi. While such 

tactics never required any explanation due to the prevailing 

uncertainty amongst African political leaders in Natal in the 

late 1940s as to the benefits of non-recognition of official 

j 
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bodies, 44 they were never to succeed in creating an all 

powerful leader. After a series of other financial scandals, 

Sibisi was forced to flee Clermont and enter the shantytowns 

of Mkhumbane. 

While resident in the shantytown, Sibisi became involved in 

various lucrative but shady deals in Durban. Along with other 

operators, Sibisi and allies would set up stalls in those 

areas of Durban which were frequented by African workers. 

There they would sell shares in varying ventures, sometimes 

even advertising in llanga lase Natal. If not selling shares, 

they would conduct sweepstakes, where those who bought tickets 

would be told 11 come back to this same street corner next 

month". Invariably, Sibisi failed to make his announced 

reappearance, but when he did, the winner would be one 11 of the 

people who was leading the thing all along: we just did not 

know that". 4 =- Likewise, none of the companies into which 

people had invested money ever materialised. The failure of 

the Bantu Homes Improvement Company, which Sibisi, Dr Seme, 

Mbutho and others organised in the early 1950s, is explained 

in the following manner: 

Ja I remember that one. We never really 
got anywhere because there were so many 
things against Africans buying land. 46 

These activities appear as if they were tangential to Sibisi~s 

main interest of the time. Right from his arrival in 

Mkhumbane, Sibisi attempted to break into the ranks of the by 

then well established leadership grouping in the shantytown. 

Immediately after the January 1949 Riots, the Zulu Hlanganani 

Ca-operative and Buying Club was formed in Mkhumbane. This 

organisation rapidly managed to dominate and incorporate all 

the existing co-operative ventures in the area and put forward 
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the interests of the small shack trader and shacklord. The 

grouping advocated Zulu unity, support for apartheid policies, 

and anti-Indianism. 47 The Zulu Hlanganani was affiliated to 

the Bantu National Congress, a near moribund organisation 

heavily dominated by African herbalists whose leader attempted 

to gain national prominence during the Defiance Campaign by 

calling the African National Congress in Natal a stooge of the 

Natal Indian Congress and through making repeated calls for 

the repatriation of Indians. The Bantu National Congress, 

which was at least partly funded by a White Afrikaans-speaking 

farmer in Northern Natal, continually claimed that it had the 

support of nearly all the chiefs in Natal, and that thus the 

Africans of Durban had to recognise it as the leading 

organisation. 48 

When the Zulu Hlanganani ran up against municipal prosecution 

of those trading without licenses in Mkhumbane, they, with 

Sibisi at the head, went to see Rowley Arenstein, who, through 

both his support of African co-operatives and earlier 

involvement in Communist Party activity in Mkhumbane, was well -
known to the leaders of the Zulu Hlanganani. Furthermore, 

they believed that he could assist them because Arenstein did 

not represent the Indians in the enquiry into the 1949 riots. 

Here again is a group that is designed to protect the 

interests of particular traders and explains its existence in 

terms of Zulu unity, the need for the ordinary African to 
11 join together and co-operate" and anti-Indianism in general 

although often more specifically they directed their attacks 

at Indians trading in African areas. From 1952 onwards the 

Zulu Hlanganani organised the "Mkhumbane Xmas Tree 11 on the 

anniversary of the outbreak of the January 1949 Riots. 49 At 
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this celebration free food and drink would be dispensed to all 

passersby. Colin Shum, then municipal superintendent in the 

area, recalls: 

They would have their tables at the bottom 
of Booth Road from Chesterville full of 
food and drink which I might tell you 
included cases of scotch, cane and all the 
hard tack. All utterly illegal. They 
would give it ta anyone. They would 
always come and put a couple of bottles of 
in at the office just to make it all okay. 
I believe it was paid for by the traders 
and landlords. It was quite a bunfight. 
They also had games and things for the 
children and wamen.~0 

The reason for these celebrations was to remember and honour 

those Africans who died in the January 1949 Riots because "it 

was through their sacrifice that we are where we are today": 

a liberated Mkhumbane with its own trading and landlord 

class.s 1 

Things rapidly began to turn sour for Sibisi. He failed to 

gain entry into that grouping of prosperous and powerful 

people who controlled Mkhumbane. 

explains: 

One resident of Mkhumbane 

They were all like Sibisi, but they were 
there before him and they all knew his 
tricks already. 

Furthermore, with the beginning of the Cato Manor Emergency 

Camp in late 1953, the municipality began to offer various 

people legal trading premises. The Zulu Hlanganani split with 

some members opting for the few legal ventures and the others 

steadfastly proclaiming their purity by "refusing to become 

part of the system 11 .s2 Sibisi's livelihood during this time 

never grew beyond that which he could gain from being a "bush 

lawyer'' either touting for particular legal firms, one of 
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which was apparently Arenstein's, or through approaching 

municipal officials on behalf of "clients" who had trouble 

with passes, homes or employment.~3 

At this time Sibisi was attempting to maintain friendship with 

Champion, who was a shady figure behind the Zulu Hlanganani, 

while at the same time closely involved with wealthy Indian 

traders in Mkhumbane,~ 4 and the Congress Youth League who he 

supported in their victory in electing Chief Luthuli as 

President of the African National Congress in Natal. With the 

increasing influence of the Congress Youth League within 

Mkhumbane, Sibisi's position became untenable and he was again 

forced to 11 make a hasty and undignified escape".!5~ 

Sibisi immediately sought out new ways of advancing his 

career. Possibly due to the fact that he had no legal right 

to remain in the -city, particularly as he was not officially 

employed, Sibisi began to cultivate the friendship, or 

association of the then Manager of the municipal Native 

Administration Department, Mr S. Bourquin. Access was eased 

through his long-time crony, Mbutho, having already made 

contact with Bourquin. In addition, Sibisi, certainly at 

least once approached the South African police and provided 

them with information as to who were the leading African 

National Congress members in Mkhumbane.~6 By the middle of 

1959, when the widespread political unrest which swept through 

Durban had forced the removals ta the newly built township of 

KwaMashu to be halted, both Sibisi and Mbutho were actively 

assisting the municipality by advising Bourquin an how they 

could best resume removals.!57 Interestingly enough, in his 

letter to Bourquin where Mbutho advises Bourquin of suitable 

strategies, Mbutho opens the letter by remarking that he is a 
11 nobady 11 writing to help.!58 Bourquin recalls: 



At that time I was living above Ridge Road 
near where Parklands hospital is. The two 
of them would come rather secretively to 
my house. We would sit at the back and 
have tea. At first I was not too sure 
what they were up to and the thought did 
cross my mind that they were sent by the 
Congresses because we were having a lot of 
trouble at that particular stage. But 
after a couple of visits it was clear that 
this was not the case.~9 

Mbutho describes later events in this association as such: 

For the 

I would meet Mr Bourquin after work at 
this office. From there on one occasion 
we went to the site of KwaMashu where we 
spoke man to man for a long time.•0 

by now marginalised Sibisi these contacts were 

constitute a new lifeline. Sibisi was allocated a house 
, E, Section, ~<wa Mashu and be given a trading license in 

same section. Sibisi was now both a legal resident of 

20 

to 

in 

the 

the 

city and the holder of a trading license which effectively 

guaranteed his future amongst a KwaMashu society which rapidly 

became dominated by elements from the informal trading group 

from Mkhumbane. 

However, prior to him settling in KwaMashu, Sibisi became 

active in a project aimed at restarting the Inkatha movement. 

In 1957, after Chief Buthelezi was installed as Chief, Sibisi, 

through various apparently devious means, which are almost 

certainly related in apocryphal terms, gained a copy of the 

constitution of the first Inkatha movement. Along with other 

followers, and apparently operating in the midst of a 

generalised militance amongst chiefs in Natal, and apparent 

dissatisfaction over the installation of Chief Buthelezi, 61 

who Sibisi described as being "rough and crude". A meeting 

was convened with the chiefs wanting to restart Inkatha, 
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Buthelezi, and various officials from the Bantu Affairs 

Commissioner and the Department of Native Affairs. Once it 

became clear that the supporters of the idea had in mind that 

all chiefs formally resign their chiefship and then be 

reinstalled by the Zulu King, state officials refused to 

listen any further 11 and go away very hurriedly 11
• Buthelezi 

refused to agree and the issue seems to have died a quiet 

death. Sibisi's account of his reasons for apparently 

initiating the scheme are interesting. At that time he seems 

to have seen a political quality in the notion of Zulu 

independence, under the key role of Chief Buthelezi and a 

constitutional monarchy. 

As an albeit unsuccessful trader in KwaMashu, Sibisi helped 

organise the Zulu Hlanganani Day celebrations which, as with 

their counterparts in Mkhumbane, were organised by the traders 

to commemorate the outbreak of the January 1949 Riots. The 

then Hostel Manager's account of these celebrations is 

interesting in depicting the growth of an independent trading 

class in the township: 

They were held every year up until around 
the middle of the 1960s. The earliest 
ones were where everyone would be given 
putu and curry and something to drink. 
Everyone together. 'Then later on, there 
were two separate celebrations. There 
were tables full of food and things for 
the passersby and then a tent where the 
big wigs would gather. 62 

By the middle 1960s the middle class in the township had 

little need to justify their existence to the residents at 

large in quite the same manner as they had been accustomed to. 
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In fact Sibisi had, from his arrival in KwaMashu, established 

a range of highly lucrative ventures, which ranged from the 

selling of shares in non-existent companies, through to 

fraudulent dealings in Burial Clubs, to the selling of 

marriage certificates to those legally allowed to either rent 

or purchase a house in Durban, but who were not legally 

married. 63 With many of those men with Section 10 rights 

living in Mkhumbane not legally married, and many who while 

livin1;i with women in Mkhumbane having legally married wives in 

the rural areas, the race was on ta gain the required marriage 

certificate. An informant recalls: 

If you wanted to be married under 
Christian rites, then you would have to go 
to Sibisi. Sibisi would ask ·How much was 
your lobola?· He was just trying to find 
out how much you could afford.•• 

In addition, having made friends with they1 then township 

manager, Mr R.G. Willson, who was notorious far being 

extremely dictatorial, hence his Zulu name of Mbati: the 

stinging nettle, Sibisi was well placed to again operate as a 

"bush lawyer": 

If you had trouble with the house, 
repayments ••• or if you wanted to get a 
license, then you went to Sibisi and he 
took the thing to Mbati.•~ 

Significantly, when asked about Willson·s Zulu name, Sibisi 

correctly replied with the other meaning of Mbati, a form of 

lucky charm. 

Throughout the 1960s, Sibisi's shops, first at "E 11 Section and 

then at 11 C11 Section, were always in financial difficulties. 

However, he was continually buying new Cadillacs, and was 
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extremely influential in starting the KwaMashu Traders 

Association which was the forerunner of the later Inyanda 

organisation. According ta various informants, it was quickly 

established that Sibisi·was "nothing short of a thief".•• 

While the majority of traders had only begun to dispense with 

the rhetoric of populist progress by the middle 1960s, Sibisi 

had, from his early days in KwaMashu turned to the growing 

authority of the chiefly powers. The Durban municipality had 

for long effectively used the prestige of the Zulu paramountcy 

to bolster up their own administration within Durban. Zulu 

princes, first Pika Zulu and then Sithela Zulu, had been the 

chief indunas with the Department of Native Administration. 

They had functioned as trouble shooters, legitimising agents 

and spies. For example, during the Defiance Campaign the 

Paramount Chief had been invited and came to Durban to 

encourage "Zulu" non-participation in the campaign. Likewise, 

during the African National Congress and South African 

Congress of Trade Union campaigns of the late 1950s, the 

municipality formed a Paramount Chief's Council in Durban: 

the Ibandla Leinkosi. Sibisi became a member from KwaMashu.•7 

Sibisi was also elected as a member of the first KwaMashu 

Residents Committee and was to remain a member from 1958 to 

1961. Against this group was the unofficial KwaMashu 

Residents Committee, the well organised body led by the 

African National Congress, albeit in the guise of a civic body 

and called the isolomuzi. 69 

Aligning himself cleaFly with both the Department of Bantu 

Administration and the chiefly structure, Sibisi was the first 

vice chairman of the KwaMashu Urban Bantu Council under the 
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Chairmanship of Prince Sithela Zulu,•9 and then later in 1975 

was one of the few persons to encourage the formation of the 

first Inkatha branch in KwaMashu. 70 

In the very late 1970s, Sibisi's business ventures in KwaMashu 

had failed completely and he was forced to leave KwaMashu and 

move to the Patane rural area near to KwaMbjnambi. 
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PART TWO 

"The Testimony of Henry Sibisi" 

Formal interviewing began when Mr Sibisi was 78 years old. 
Considering his age, the diversity of his career and the 
complex interplay between past and present characteristic of 
any oral testimony, it was impossible to separate interviews 
according to either theme or period. All interviews, whether 
recorded or not, would never commence in any formal manner. 
Sibisi would initiate discussion, dealing with matters which 
ranged over contemporary analysis or anecdote, historical 
analysis or personal recollection. Taping would not 
necessarily start until much later in conversation. Thus, 
interviews were also not structured around an already prepared 
set of specific questions. Major and minor sections of the 
taped interviews have been omitted in this report. Such 
editorial deletions are either because a particular subject 
has been dealt with more fully in another taped interview and 
transcribed in this report, or through the topic being 
irrelevant to the broad themes dealt with in this project. 
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INTERVIEW WITH MR H.C. SIBISI 

Interviewer: 

Interpreter: 

Location: 

Date: 

Mr I.L. Edwards 

Mr C.D.S. Ndlovu 

Patane, ZLtluland 

7 November 1985 
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I will tell you about my younger days. I was 

born at Obivane near Dumbe CPaulpietersburg]. 

Then I was baptised on April - that is on 

April 12, 1907 and after that I took up ••• at the 

time when I was baptised, I could just remember 

that during this time cars were rare; we have 

horses and cattle. I was also a herdboy at the 

place called KwaMayingaza meaning the sea: a 

patch of land where you look all over and come 

to no end. I can still remember that there was 

a very big piece of land ploughed with mealies -

KwaMayingaza - I could remember that when I was 

visiting my grandfather, I used to pass this 

place to my grandfather whom I loved so much. 

And when I came there I could see that the old 

man is getting old but he is very much 

interested to me. He used to relate a lot about 

his life. He told me that when he was brought 

up he was brought among - he-was always a member 

of the young people but in the group of the 

prince. Some people did not know that my 

grandfather, Ndengezi ka Mpukane (Fly) was not 

the prince because he was always among the 

princes. Whatever they do, he did. One day he 
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told me that he life was nearly cut because he 

was rough. One day early morning when the 

Amabuth□ were being arranged because the Induna 

used to give it to the Amabuth□ Ca hiding] and 

my grandfather what you call - he gave it to 

his Induna and the king - it was - the King said 

"No, this man had knacked me". So went through 

with a cattle kraal behind - meant that this man 

and this group must be killed. So he was taken 

together. That group was taken int□ court to be 

charged the fallowing day and then killed. 

My grandfather told me that, when he was in the 

house he was told 11 Ndengezi, there is going to 

be a need for you to pull the rear because these 

are only kinds that have been charged. Keep to 

your place. We will be in the front. The 

person you assaulted will be requested to 

identify you." 

Which means? 

Which means that the following day when the man 

that has been assaulted must point ta the man 

who assaulted him - because the kids cannot be 

charged. So when they stood it was said 

"right - point out that man, he must be killed 

today", then the man said "Wel 1, he has been 

here today" and the chiefs or the princes said 

"Point out, you, 1.~here is this man? Do you mean 

to tell us that the princes [cannot] 

lost go away." Then he was 

you are 

released 

[grandfather] because the victim failed to point 

him out. But they know because he was a great 

friend of Zibhebhu - a great friend, a really 

great friend. 
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Did your family used ta farm there? 

You know. 

farms. I 

We were under the farms, ordinary 

was brought up on farms and European 

farms. We had no farms. 

You had no land? 

No land at all. 

land only, farmers. 

Paulpietersburg is European 

Did your family used to rent some land from 

someone? 

No, no, no, there was no renting. You must work 

for the land. 

And then - what did you get in return? 

We would get nothingw You only plough and have 

cattle and all. You live. 

Right. So you worked for that farmer but you 

could keep your cattle and plough. 

You can have your home, have cattle and have a 

plot. In fact the good advantage that was 

there, the bull, the farmer's bull, would be 

able to you to use. There was no jealousy in 

getting good seed. You see what was important 

again, gentlemen, was that Dutch people did not 

want a poor man. If the man was poor, he was 

given cattle and food and all and then come and 

work. Give him a sjambok if he did not work. 

Give him! That is the only thing. But he must 

get food. He must eat well but he must not 

dress more than the farmer (father), speak 

English, he must not learn. But he must get 

food and all. If of course, say, he has got 

nice cattle, he must be prepared to have these 

cattle purchased by the farmer or just taken by 
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the farmer. Very fortunately my mother was 

brought up when she was very young on farms. She 

could do the dressing, working. My mother was 

beating my wife - my wife is a teacher - but my 

mother could make wonderful food. Dressing? I 

was a European when I was brought up. When I 

went to school I was just like a young man from 

town because my mother was a European. And the 

house, I could just remember, a four-cornered 

house - a very nice house. Table and al 1. I 

could not buy those now, it is just a shame 

with a silver bed and a watch, a big watch. 

al 1. It was wonderful at home. 

Now tell me - that big field of mealies. 

mealies were those? 

It was a farm. All the farmer's servants. 

are very big. From here to (indicates). 

So its the workers' mealies? 

And 

Whose 

They 

Yes, workers·. But I say, during my time the 

Union government was not in force. In so much 

that many things - well the farmers had all the 

rights. 

Well I see what you mean. 

A farmer was nearly caught and all. Yau could 

not go to court with the farmer. Your affairs 

was prejudiced in full. But the same farmers 

was like a father. His servants felt that he 

liked them. He would not like them to go 

unmarried or poor or suffering from anything, 

because he was not only to work for him but it 

was also that he must see to it that they are 

well fed, they have houses but not surpass him. 
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That was the only thing that I saw the he must 

not be more than the 11 Baas 11
• He should - well 

even when dressing - he must be very careful. 

He must know when speaking to the "Baas" that 
11 Baas 11 is 11 Baas 11 Missus is Missus; Nkosana 

is Nkosana. If you forget that then you are not 

good for the "Baas". But if you are able to do 

it, ~hen you are an Induna. In fact, widely, I 

can say that during that time there was not too 

much dispute. People would not do the fighting 

because the control was with the owner of the 

farm. And what was important was that they were 

not against Christianity. They liked a 

Christian man. They were not interested to 

educate. Education was not much that time. If 

a man could be able to read, as far as Zulu, you 

have passed. I just remember the first charts. 

First charts to learn - they were white. 

Before the first books - that is Royal - I just 

took a little bit in Royal and then later. 

In Royal? 

English books they used at the time. 

For instance the second one was Longmans. In 

fact that helped me a lot, to just keep up 

there. In fact it was very 
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What date was that? Do you remember when you 

went to Adams? I know it is a long time ago. 

I started at Adams in 1926. In 1927 I finished 

at Adams. In 1928 I went in the college. I was 

in the mission. It is where I met Mbutho. In 

the mission we were under the Christian 

guidance. We were forced - the Minister there 

Ngcabo - was forcing us. We were members of the 

church. 

Which mission was that? 

American Board at Adams. So now I started to be 

a goad man. As an outsider I had ta abide and 

of course, the people were much civilised there. 

I was from small towns and farms. But I just 

remember over our arrival, Shembe the old one 

had to go to Fort Hare •.• was with us. 

After joining the college, I was brighter in 

college. Gcabashe, here was doing carpentry, 

Mismbilhi <K.E. Masinga) was already studying 

teaching, and many others, and, of course, 

Shembe was doing teaching again. I could just 

remember that when joining the college I was 

asked by Dr Brudner that I should not follow any 

line: commercial or the normal school. I 

should take agriculture. And I said to him "But 

it is difficult for me to take up this. What is 

agriculture?" He said "No, it entails giving 

you the bread!" You see people are ministers, 

teachers and this is a new thing and yet my home 

is the farm, I am from the farm. I asked him 
11 What is it that I am going ti::> get?" He said 

"No, do what I am telling you." Well I obeyed, 
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He was the principal at the time. Then I took 

up -agriculture. The first year, when we 

started, I think there were five or six 

subjects. What I could just remember is that it 

was poultry, piggery, animal husbandry, sheep 

and dairy. That should be six subjects. I could 

not understand. I nearly failed. I was the 

dullest in the class, the dullest! There was a 

man from Georgedale, George Ngongwana, the 

dullest. I was under the dullest. We were 

taking examinations, I almost failed. 

it could be called fail but it was a 

subject. It was a three year course. 

Meaning you could take it again? 

In fact, 

rotating 

No, no, 

beaten by 

and then 

now; he 

no. Agriculture is just round. Now 

Ngongwana. I said "What is wrong?" 

we went. And our teacher was bring 

was from Stellenbosch. A very bright 

man. I started to be bright now. I was taking 

biology, science, botany, geology, forestry, 

agriculture, those six. In 32 students I was 2, 

beaten by one man from Rhodesia. Well, in the 

third year, I was more brighter. I was number 

one, beating the whole of Natal. I passed in 

honours. I had to go ta Swaziland just because 

I was the only one in Natal here. But I had 

already been appointed by the government. I 

went to Swaziland, I was called back by the 

South African government when I was teaching in 

Swaziland, that is at Manzini. I was in charge 

of the Manzini hospital and was a teacher of 4 

schools; that is Lutheran, Wesleyan Anglican 
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under my 

I was the 

foreman of the town because Dr Hinds was the 

heads of the town. I was doing farming, roads, 

forestry, I was doing a lot of work but all that 

was with one (pointing to his head). I had 

passed in the college, clearly, I did not rob. 

Everything was in my head. So I could organise 

anything because when I took economics, the 

subject on which I was keen, well I was beaten 

by one man - I was known in Natal that when it 

came to economics no one could beat me. Well I 

was beaten by one man. It was wonderful. 

I passed in general first class, beat all. 

The second subject which of course I should have 

got better in economics economics I was no.2 

and in general I was no.1. Of course the other 

subjects I passed fairly well, in fact, what was 

very important is that in economics I had all 

the brains. When I got married I had to force 

my wife to take certain subjects at the 

University of Natal. She was Miss Madubane, 

daughter of a conductor. She passed Zulu in 

honours - Mrs Sibisi. I was helping her. Well 

Mrs Sibisi is wonderful. Well I remember when 

finishing at Amanzimtoti, going back to the 

farms. When I came to Paulpietersburg, all the 

farmers, Mr Wessels, wanted me, all the farms 

wanted me. I was taken by the one German man ta 

organise his farm. I was taken to his farm, 

given me the rooms which housed servants. I had 

my servants. My friend Xaba, he was a teacher 
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time. 

the 

farm 

that 

The young boy was a student of Cedara but 

young man said "Hey man, Mr Sibisi, I can 

this 

feel 

that you are even better than me. 11 But I said, 

"But you have been to Cedara". Cedara is wel 1 

I took a refresher course there but I could see 

that there was too much advancement. I said .. No 

man, keep that." Given a house, very nice house 

in the farm. They would say "What about your 

friend. Do you need your friend?" Meaning the 

teacher. "Does he need work?" l.rJel 1 the teacher 

said, 11 Well, I am not working. I will 

appreciate work." They said "Well if you can do 

anything, we will take you. We do not want to 

divide you,. Can you do him coffee?" Well Xaba 

said "Oh yes~" A teacher who has been teaching 

at the university, Xaba, Alfred Xaba. Well he 

was my great friend just exactly like Mbutho and 

his brother is Inspector Xaba. 

seen him in the papers. 

I think you have 

Well after a short time I received a letter from 

Mr Brudner, telling me that "No, you have 

received an appointment in Swaziland. In 

Swaziland you are going to be a big man. You 

are promising." 

Why would he 

for you? 

how did he find the appointment 
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Swaziland had said "Get us the best man at the 

school." And I was at the head. I was the man 

that was taken there. I had already been 

appointed at Pretoria, just waiting to be moved 

[to a] place, when I was to take up the job. 

But seeing that they were delaying, I took up 

with these farms. Wel 1 from the farm, the 

farmer wanted to get mad when I told him that 

here is a letter with the ticket and all. I am 

going to Swaziland now. I left them. 

Now tel 1 me, when you went back to 

Paulpietersburg, were things exactly the same on 

the farm there? 

Now I do not know in the farm. I came back to 

town. In town life is just like in a town, of 

course a small town. In Paulpietersburg we had 

many students. 

was the only one 

Some teachers, but agriculture 

I was the only man that took 

agriculture in Paulpietersburg. Then 

fortunately, during my time, the government was 

forced to give certain subjects, which, of 

course, did not appear behind or before, because 

the government people get exactly the proper 

education in agriculture. They gave me the best 

during my time. There was no subject in which I 

felt I could fail. When I am speaking of botany 

I mean I can analyse anything in botany today, 

agriculture I would do it today, in animalogy I 

would do it today, in geology, I would do it 

today. 

Insomuch that I thought I would pass anything. 

I had to apply for a - well correspondence with 

the Union college. I asked for six subjects 
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which I was going to pass in honours. But they 

said "No. Before you write. We force you take 

two." Of course, I knew that the two subjects -

well I was supposed to take either Afrikaans or 

Latin. The other one was Algebra or Geometry. 

I had to include these. Well without these 

no. 

Hau, I joined in America - the 0:-: ford??? They 

sent me the papers. They sent me the si:-~ 

subjects that I was going to take. I took the 

subjects that I t.-\laS going to pass in honours. 

They agreed, then they sent me the papers. 

During that time is the time that I got married. 

My wife came when I had a huge pile of books 

from America - correspondence. 

What were you studying then? 

Well during that time I was at 

returned from Swaziland. I did 

Nqutu. I 

not tel 1 

had 

you 

what happened in Swaziland. When I was in 

Swaziland, the government said that man has been 

appointed already, he has got his own post, his 

own place and Dr David Hinds said "No man, we 

are sending this man to America. He is going to 

take the Ministry work!" And he was sick. He 

was in Johannesburg - sick, and I was in charge 

of the whole town - Manzini town, the schools, 

the hostels and many other things. I had to 

leave and Dr Hinds phoned me and said 

"Mr Sibisi, you have promised to God that you 

are going to be with us. Well we cannot force 

you because your government wants you. Because 

when you do not go back, you have no other 
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not 

the 

government there is just like a heathen. The 

privilege that you have had here is not going to 

be the same." I said, "Well, doctor, you know, 

I am from South Africa - I am sorry to leave 

you, but I have done the organisation 

department of this I have trained the man, all 

the departments I have trained the men, I have 

got very bright men. I have opened my heart to 

do everything that without me you can still be 

organised, they can go. 11 I remember when I was 

living in Bramarsdarp, nurses made a long line, 

school children made a long line, the car in 

which I was carried went through as if I was 

dead. We passed through, all were singing. I 

left Swaziland. I took the buses to the train. 

Early in the morning I arrived in 

Paulpietersburg. At Paulpietersburg there were 

the police to see me. "The Magistrate wants 

you." I went to the Magistrate. The 

Magistrate, "Yes, Sibisi, yes. Why did you 

leave? I haven't seen you. We are a bit 

worried. We phoned Maritzburg. Maritzburg 

Magistrate phoned Paulpietersburg Magistrate. 

Paulpietersburg Magistrate does not know 

anything about 11
• Well I said, "Well I have came 

now." He said "Well you are going to the doctor 

and get your examination, and get your 

certificate. You are going to Fart [Hare], for 

training, a short course. Yau are going to take 

6 months." 
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Where about is that? 

Fort [Hare} in the Cape. Well, I just waited 

for that given all. In two days' time a 

telephone call came - 11 No, you are no more going 

there. Take up a job at Nqutu." Given my 

ticket and all I went to Nqutu. When I came up 

to Dundee, took the buses to Nqutu, the police 

was here, they took me to the Magistrate. 11 0h 

Sibisi, we are happy to meet you. You will wait 

then. It is Saturday today; on Monday, an 

officer, an agricultural office from Nongoma, 

will come to take you, Mr Norton, to the place 

where you are wanted. And then you will start 

your job. 11 The Magistrate says "What I must ask 

you is whether you are taking up a past of a man 

that has been making studies. He got mad. You 

know you are people are taking very hard 

subjects and you start to be mad. The man, the 

agricultural man that has been here of Umlazi, 

has been making studies. He got mad. "Are you 

taking studies?" "Yes, I am. 11 I showed him my 

papers - correspondence from America. "Do you 

like either to go on with your studies or go an 

with the government and have the studies?" I 

had to choose the government. Then I took up. 

There I was among the Sothos. I could not be 

able to speak Sotho. They are no Zulus. Right 

at the home of the Sothos. There the officer 

left me and said "Chief, you have been given 

this man. He has been a teacher at Swaziland. 

Now he is taking up here, keeping here. He is 

going to look all. The government has give you 
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this man. He is used ta his work. Now were we 

given implements, ploughs and all. During that 

time we were demonstrators. We had to have 

about 14 plots to work by you - experimental 

plots. 

You showed by your own labour what other people 

could do? 

Yes. Only to put some cattle and, of course, a 

little help from them far that experimental plat 

for the same man who is or for wham you are 

doing kaffir corn. 

I just remember, that there was Ngwebini. The 

Ngwebini was introduced by me at Nqutu. And 

then it prospered at Nqutu. You knew these 

Ngunis (shows Edwards a photograph of typical 

Zulu breed of cattle). They are from the farm -

Government or Nkandla farm, but the original man 

who got this (showing Nguni cattle) is this man 

(pointing to himself). It is myself. I got 

these at Lakani. I did not know that I would be 

coming here. I made the memorandum of the dairy 

and all - the dairy prospered to this day. 

Well, I man what really happened during my time. 

When I started at Nqutu I had those plots, 

luckily I did them proper. They were quite 

satisfactory and on shows I used to (he 

indicates that he was always No.1>. We were 

four. It was myself at this Chief's place, I am 

just forgetting the name, Moloi. We were four. 

The other one was Ndimande, at Hlazenkozi and 

the other one was - well I forget him and in 

Zulu - next to the better field - Sendlwana 
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English again - and myself at Magala and St. 

Jahns it was Mnguni. We were four. At the 

shaw there far the whole area, I used to be 

No.1. Well, I did my work proper for the 6 full 

years. On the seventh year I wanted to go. 

They did not want me to go. 

Farced to stay? At the time you were already 

married? 

No, I was not married. Well this year - eighth 

year, I decided to leave the department. I said 
11 I have got my own father.· I have taken them 

from Paulpietersburg, 

here in Clermont. 

I got {bought) the plat 

I want to be very close. 11 

So the magistrate said "Look, Sibisi, I am a 

magistrate and the police and teachers in the 

department. Well, you cannot say I want to go 

ta such and such place in the government. It is 

either that you took leave. I am telling you 

now. Today I must tell you that you are not 

leaving your position. What are you going ta 

do? 11 I just said, 11 ! am very sorry because you 

gave me the wrong key. I am forced now to say 

to you I am not going to go away. I am going to 

be your servant at your home breeding the what 

you call, I am going ta be doing the poultry, 

gardening and a few other things. I want to be 

your servant. I will be master of the job there 

at your home. Mrs Magistrate will be my member, 

then we will pay you. I have got the keys. I 

am a man that can live anywhere and anyhow. The 

education that I've got gives me the power ta do 

anything. I can do anything. 
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Just after a few days, the director, Mr Samson, 

said "No man, that man should be given a chance. 

We can't lose him. 

holiday. 11 

Let him go. Give him a 

Magistrate: How long can you be away? 

Sibisi: Six months. 

Magistrate: Six months without pay. 

Sibisi: Six months without pay? That is 

wonderful. 

Magistrate: It is only three months. 

government will not allow that. 

Mr Samson said 11 No, no, no", then I 

The 

was 

transferred, brought down here, to Camperdown. I 
came to Camperdawn still very bright. When I 

came to Camperdown, I was attending the 

This place 

Royal 

called shows. I had my influences. 

the Valleys of Thousand Hills. I made it what 

it is today. If you are on top there looking 

down, I was right down by [the] Umgeni River. 

That is where I was doing my gardens. I 

introduced cotton, introduced potatoes and 

gardens. I was doing gardening in schools as 

far as Hammarsdale and Geargedale. Well, my 

influence was very wide, very wide. More than 

12 chiefs, I was holding and all the Valleys of 

Thousand Hills. Well it was so good that I was 

able again ta introduce shops and all. I've got 

shops that got open during my time. Of course 

many other things came up. 

These shops run by whom? 

By owners. You see I have been able to turn a 

person to something. 

ordinary teacher. 

Mbutho was a teacher, an 

He was not interested to 
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anything. I turned him. Mhlongo was just an 

ordinary servant. He is not interested to 

anything. Not that he is not learned. He 

turned to be a councillor. And many, many other 

things. Some were politicians, I turned them. 

Some were ministers, I turned them. Many, many 

things. Of course, these were going through me. 

I could see that God is a wonderful man. I 

could see. This big man Buthelezi is a big man. 

We met. He cannot deny it. It is only our 

parting that makes us not see each other all the 

time. But he knows that I am a man who has got 

some certainty. 

had that luck 

Well, of course, all the time I 

of getting people, like you 

gentlemen, that could listen. Sometimes I used 

to fear that which I've got is not very clear 

because I haven't got a man that is going to 

sift it. Sometime, some other people didn't get 

good time. They thought I was a politician but 

when we come to get peace then we understand 

each other. My attorneys in Durban, my great 

friends - Mr Moodley, Cowley and Cowley and many 

others. They are all my great friends even 

the Transportation Board in Durban. 

So now, what is important today is that though I 

have been very quiet things so happened that the 

fire bug, when Mr Edwards and Ndlovu are 

travelling in their father's land, they hear a 

bomb. 11 What is this bomb? Oh, it is Sibisi 

it is a good bomb." 

because of that. 

So you are here just 



Edwards: 

Sibisi: 

47 

When I say I prophesied at KwaMashu, that 

gentlemen, when I am speaking of Inkatha I am 

speaking of oneness. I don't speak of Inkatha 

as a thing of one man. Inkatha ta me is a 

church, something like Christianity. Oneness. 

Inkatha is a coil of many different people, 

denominations of people but working jointly 

one. Now to me as young man that has been under 

Christianity and other things, I could compare 

it that God has revealed himself through many 

things and one of them is Inkatha and [the] 

business side as when I speak of Mr Shembe. I 

feel privileged when I started speaking about 

this Shembe. 

It was first called KwaMashu Licensed Traders· 

Association and then grew up. I registered at 
r 

the Board and called it Inyanda. And then it 

got grew. I went to Pretoria, Johannesburg we 

the Chamber of Commerce. 

Now these shops in Camperdown, were they awned 

by farmers in the area? 

No, no, no! I started applications. I made 

applications getting people registered. You see 

I was working together with them in gardens and 

all. Some of them were thinking of making 

shops. To bring them up I was not a 

shopkeeper but I had all the influence to get 

them a going in. Then they started. I've got 

Ndlovu, I've got Ngcoba these 

flourishing now. Just like KwaMashu. 

to that big shop at the station 

people are 

If you go 

Sifiso 

Sifiso was once brought in because he was - he 
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had a shack shop from Mkhumbane. He was my 

assistant in my shop. I had a shop there. He 

was under me. My shop was a greengrocer's shop. 

Then from there I took him and I told him that 

now that the City Council is allowing you people 

to open shops, you will open a shop there. You 

see there was no road, there was only a 

cutting - railway anything. I said your shop is 

going to be here and you are going to make a 

very big shop. I told him al 1. It was 

wonderful with those people. All those people. 

Today when I come to Sifiso he used to give me 

about R20 and take me to the hotel in Durban, 

big hotel. He says to me 11Sibisi, you are too 

wonderful man. Yau are the big man. You told 

me I am going to make a big shop her~ and I am 

doing it now. I've got now everything." He 

takes me out of a group of people, putting me in 

his car to be carried by him. 

Same, sorry gentlemen, I am now confusing the 

matter. Same with Alexander at Clermont. 

Alexander had some trouble. In Durban he was a 

very rich man. You have heard about him. There 

was time when the government said, 11 No, 

Alexander, you are not wanted in town. Go back 

to Basutoland. 11 About 1944, something like 

that. It is time when I came up in Clermont and 

I was appointed to be the chairman and then I 

was making all the departments. 

When was it that you came into Clermont? 

I had already resided in Clermont, as a 

demonstrator under the government. You see, 

after the war, I then left the department. I 
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started to come home. When I was at home I was 

starting a new line. I started my life with 

small shops. Of course, I was doing agriculture 

at home. Dr Seme was there, a very intelligent 

chap. He was wonderful. He had big cabbages, 

Jersey cows. Of course I was doing agriculture 

at home [but] leaving the department. Fram 

at there I started the side of commerce 

Clermont. Alexander was instructed by the 

magistrate that 11 Mr Ale~<ander, you are being 

sent away as 

taking [you] 

tip. Go and 

way. II I just 

I had my 

incubator. 

a Sotho here. The government is 

away from here. I am giving you a 

see Sibisi. He will give you a 

still remember, I had my poultry, 

brooder, doing the brooder and 

I had many, many chickens at my 

home. Well my house was (indicates that it was 

modest) and there were no roads at the time, the 

Cadillac bumping in the-veld. He saw me [as] 

the gardener. He said, 11 Hul lo, I am hunting for 

Sibisi here. Oh, this is his place here, but he 

is not present. He has gone out. Man, how can 

I see him? Can you make me a chance 

appointment? I want to see him! 11 I started to 

say "This is Sibisi 11
• 

and said, "Sibisi ~ 

He dropped out of his car 

I have been tipped by the 

Magistrate. Can you help me? I have been 

chased out of town. Now I have my plat here and 

you happen to be the chairman of the town here. 

I have been tipped that you are an intelligent 

man." Well I said, 11 Mr Alexander I feel that I 

should help. You see, I have my attorneys, they 
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are three.· They failed, all of them but the 

magistrate said "Go to Sibisi. 11 

Alexander that I would call him. 

Well I told 

I had to cal 1 

Khuzwayo, Zazi's father, of Clermont. I was 

with his father. I caught him because he was the 

head; because I was the chairman, I was the 

head. Now get the teachers, get the Christian 

people, of course, all the public. I had all 

the reins to say we need this man. He is a rich 

man. We haven't got a very rich man to put up a 

building to show how, what an African can do in 

the township when he has money. So we are all 

interested in Mr Alexander to take up here. I 

made the memorandum. I made them all sign. The 

day came of the hearing. The attorneys were 

there. Well, the hearing was for all the people 

to come. Then, when the time comes when 

Alexa~der was to give his witness, the attorneys 

stood up and said, "No~ No~ No!" Mr Samson, the 

magistrate said, we are not interested, we have 

had enough about this, but you have to give 

Mr Sibisi a chance. He must tell us what he can 

do. 11 I stood up and revealed that "No, the man 

is not very, very keen. It is only that we are 

interested on a man like Mr Alexander, who has 

capital enough to finance all the necessary 

business demands. He will be able to meet all 

that is needed and we will know how the business 

is run and do it in the proper way and the 

capital is enough ta cover all the needs. It is 

not him, it is us. Then I read all the people. 

The house laughed. The judges gave it ta him 
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and the matter was granted. 

In Pretoria, when I was in Pretoria, he took me, 

he left the - because when we went to Pretoria 

he was present again in a meeting of the 

chamber, in Pretoria. Na, no, when we in a 

meeting ta complain about shops in town. He was 

present but he was at the Transvaal. He saw me 

and said, 11 Gentlemen, today we are lucky." He 

took me into his car and in Pretoria he was 

sitting close to me. 

Tell me, why do you think that somebody told 

Ale>:ander to come and see you in the first 

place? 

You see, I organised Clermont in such a way that 

I had my police, magistrate and schools. I· ve 

got everything on my hands. 

the wards - four wards. 

Each ward had a chairman. 

I was appointed by 

I made them to sign. 

I said all the wards 

should sign and give me the chance to get hold 

of things. But it must be signed down. It was 

signed and I kept al 1 and said, "Al 1 right, got 

it! Now I [want] my police. 11 You know, the 

reservists. I am the founder of the reservists. 

I wonder now. The reservists that are in the 

today, are fr-om Cler-mont, from war now, 

Clermont. I had, Mrs Sibisi had, this armband 

thing, because I said, it was written Cler-mont 

S.A.P. 

Clermont S.A.P.? 

Clermont, because Clermont had no Chief. I 

acting as a Chief and anything because 

appreciated me. Each man has got the right 

was 

they 

on 

his own plot. He was giving me all the powers 

of that right. So ••• 
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I know the Christian name but we called him 

Thekwane, the assistant magistrate. He said, 
11 Sibisi, so that people have appointed you, 

you've got your police, you have seen Mr Nel, 

Station Commander of Pinetawn, you've got 

Sithale, the man in head of the Police. Yau have 

registered him with the Station Commander of 

Pinetawn, Mr Nel, and you have been able to 

organise shops and you are doing the trials of 

cases and you are doing all this and you have 

your magistrate and all things. We feel that, I 

am told that you will have to be the chief. We 

are giving you a chance man. You are going to 

be the Chief." I said, "I hate to be the Chief 

you know>" He said, "Haw are you going to do it 

man? Yau know all these things. We are only 

helping you. We are not allowed a man to 

agitate and say the government should follow 

what. Things are being done on the proper way, 

under the government, that is the chief, haw can 

you be freed with all this." Once when you talk 

about the chief, he is a very weak man. He 

cannot say what he likes or wants and that is 

too bad. But they would not stop me doing good 

work. Because when there is shimeyane, the 

Station Commander used not to rush. He comes to 

my office, getting my Sergeant Sithole, then 

tell the people that he wanted [the] shimeyane -

give him the paper - give my police ta go and 

get these people and get theme here. "If the 

police jump in and then get into trouble, you 

are going to suffer 11
, that is what I tell the 
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police. If a man steals (Sibisi indicates 

handcuffing) here, they have given me the right 

of that. 

What did you call yourself? What did people 

call you? 

In fact, during that time, I was the chairman. 

Head of the chairmen. We had four chairmen 

Umvuzane Chairman, Indunduma Chairman, Central 

Chairman and Umgeni Chairman. These chairmen 

had wards. So their ruling. Each ward is full. 

It has schools and all. But all organised by 

one man. I had my office and my secretary. 

Schools, I was responsible of the schools. 

So what did the people call you? You were the 

chairman? 

Yes, I was the chairman. But you see there were 

three chairmenCsJ. And there was the official 

residents. I was in fact the Mayor - the Prime 

Minister of Clermont of which I had my own 

cabinet. The parliament of Clermont were all 

the people. All the people with the people who 

were with the official government bodies. And 

my cabinet must do things to these people. 

Now, what about other organisations? This is in 

the 1940s, after the war. 

Yes. 

Now what about other organisations. You 

remember the Daughters of Africa? 

I don't remember. 

So you didn't have any competition in Clermont 

with other bodies? 
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You see Clermont was - no one was allowed to 

bring anything in Clermont with the exception of 

government. If the "Daughters of Africa" had 

anything to do and they had to touch me and I 

would give them the department. During my time, 

the ministers, churches and all, they were 

caught. There was no man that was suggesting 

that I am not a 

not do on my 

leader. 

own. 

Whatever I did, I did 

They had their own 

departments where they enjoyed. You see I had 

all the departments written down. I took these 

papers to the magistrate and the magistrate 

said, "No, we cannot follow what you are 

saying. 11 He said, "Send it to Maritzburg. 11 All 

the departments were covered. But the trouble 

is that it was new but it was of great help to 

the government. It went as far as to say I 

told you about the schools - there was the time 

after the war that money was short - depression. 

Schools were closed. No money to pay. No 

teachers to be paid. I took Mrs Sibisi to go 

and collect young kids to be taught at the Roman 

school there, by Mrs Sibisi, free of charge. It 

grew up. 

Was Mrs Sibisi in the "Daughters of Africa"? 

My wife was there right at the start. They were 

wonderful women. At first they were 

careful, •.• they just wanted this and that. 

could not be very sure what they wanted. 

they were right. Yes the women must 

respected in the home. That is where we 

They could get the women talking. We could 

very 

We 

But 

be 

live. 

not 
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do that. All about the economy and civics. And 

that was what I was very pleased - I was very 

pleased about these things. The "Daughters of 
j 

Africa", no they were not political. They 

wanted to tell the people that they must listen 

to the rules of economics. "You must give us 

your money so that we can use it. Not to spend 

it. No! No! We can make the children's 

clothes, sell food." All these things must be 

done so that we can improve ourselves. And 

these women knew that they must fall under 

the ••• under me. They were right there! Under 

me! I was their leader in the cabinet. They 

were telling the men to live properly and be 

nice people. The men had to listen. And they 

listened because Sibisi knew what was happening 

with "Daughters of Africa 11
• 

How did you know? 

You see there are things that grow. These are 

things that live. Now Mr Edwards, these things 

must die. It is written that all things that 

can live will surely die and go back ••• they will 

turn to dust. I am correct. But the African 

National Congress is not .•. not a living body! 

It cannot die. Why cannot it die. This is 

because it is not a living body. Only those who 

grow and breathe and die can be killed. The 

African National Congress is a spirit. If you 

kill it there. Yes it comes over here. And 

then if you touch there, it is back again. You 

cannot kill it, but it does not live. You will 

not kill that because it does not live. But if 
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you want to kill the enemy you yourself must 

live. And this you can only be victorious in if 

you are living. So you must live but you can 

also die. This is what I taught. We Africans 

must learn civics and the economics. 

And the 11 Daughters of Africa 11 ? 

They knew what I was saying. They understood 

it. It is no good the politics. I knew them. 

Mrs Sibisi was at school then at Clermont. She 

also knew about these things. 

Was it a Catholic school? 

Catholic school. Then the group grew much 

the Methodist Church struck on top 

Mrs Sibisi then started to get all 

that 

where 

these 

classes. I just remember that we have our Q.C., 

that is Shabalala. You see Q.C Queen*s 

Council Shabalala. He was taught by 

Mrs Sibisi during that time and many others. 

Yes, Shabalala. What I know is that he is a 

Q.C. He was very young that time and Masinga, 

one of the great officers here, was taught by 

Mrs Sibisi. They were under my department. 

When the department is short I get someone. 

So Shabalala was working with you after your 

wife taught him? 

No, no. He was taught in school. Then he grew 

up and into big class. You see the start, I had 

to make the start. 

So Shabalala did not come back to Clermont after 

he became a lawyer? 
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I think 

under he is a councillor who is 

Zazi l<huzwayo. He is the Q.C. Now I am 

touching - of course, Mbutho at the time he was 

teaching he was making studies. I said to 

Mbutho, "With me I think as if God is teaching 

me now. Before anything comes when you speak 

about science I could go as much in science. I 

would go far. Not because I was taught. 

now clear. 11 

It is 

"You see", I said to Mbutho, "we have what we 

call in chemical science - nitrogen, nitrate, 

nitrite, ammonia, then protein. 

from ••• 11 then where I say protein 

understand - you can get it from 

many other things. I just 

atmosphere. When I say water, 

know. It is now bright. I don't 

I speak about this. When I speak 

learned person, then he rises, he 

I am driving 

now you will 

beans, meat and 

mean from the 

I could also 

hesitate when 

with a fully-

only sometimes 

educates me. That is why Dr Seme said "No man, 

Sibisi - you have never been taught anything. 

When it comes to law, my attorneys tell the 

clerks that when it comes to Sibisi, ask him, do 

not tel 1 him. 11 Well, in fact, what happened 

with Mbutho, Mbutho was very keen. He was only 

lucky because he could listen. He has got that 

gift of listening properly. It was with Mbutha 

and Dr Seme that I started getting a business 

for people to buy land and living in houses. We· 

were of the first. This was after Clermont when 

I was in Mkhumbane. We wanted to sell land to 
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the people. We wanted ta sell land to people in 

Clermont and Cato Manor but we could not. The 

authorities said no. 

Same with this man, Wilson Mhlongo. Wilson 

Mhlongo. Yes, "Mbati" CR.G. l.iJillsan, the then 

township manager of KwaMashuJ will tell you that 

[as well]. "Sibisi, I called Conca, where is 

he? He shouldn't go. Why don't you go and 

[section, KwaMashu]." learn leadership at "C" 

Mbati would say to Conca, "Conca, where is 

Sibisi?" Conca would say "Well, it will take us 

twenty years trying to follow that man." And 

Mbati would say, "Well, I can't do anything but 

you will have to listen to Sibisi." You see, 

everything; this things are so clear. His 

comment is bright and everything is very bright 

with Sibisi. You've got al 1 organisations, 

fully organised. "Oh we 11 11
, I said, "it is not 

me. I only get the right .. I am not a man that 

has got all but I always get the right people. 

I don't touch the wrong note. II Even with the 

government, the government knows. If I attack 

the government, I know where to touch. 

government is it not a wonderful thing. 

The 

It is 

just like God! It is a thing that burns in a 

minute - it is finished - but it is God. The 

first thing is must be caught. It is dangerous 

but is it a very weak thing - very weak. If the 

members of any government fall into some 

prejudice and all and make some dispute and all, 

well those men are too big man, they are no 

longer good for the government. The government, 
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the 

government has got some prejudice you have ta 

very observant see if it is only true 

prejudice or there is only ••• I've got many 

things here which are very, very dangerous. Not 

killing, the power of switching because with 

God - with people that I've got - you •••• 

we pray that this thing should not fall 

When 

like I 

say~ this government should not fall because, 

at present, we haven't got a man in Africa that 

I can appoint because Haillie Salesie is gone, 

Pharaoh is gone. Well, my man, the only men 

that I've had, Dr Aqgrey, was taken by God and 

many people, Christians, just like the man here, 

who has gone, Bhengu, people like Masango, God 

has taken them. 

(section omitted] 

I mean the spirit of liking. Money can be a 

pin. It can be anything that has given power. 

Money is not a living person but it is a thing 

that we all believe in. I am now comparing 

money with Christ. It is nice, it is so nice. 

You can see people jumping, fall, jumping, ta 

get money and just look at them. Each one is 

far Christ. l-'Jhen you are looking at people 

singing for money or perhaps playing football or 

doing anything far enjoyment for money and win 

to get thousands. That is wonderful. When I 

just draw myself back and say, this man was so 

lucky to get Christ properly - the money is now 

his. If he would just get thing which is called 

Christ and get it as he is getting it, haw rich 
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can this man be? Well the ward said "that is 

too much. 11 But I say God is a wonderful man 

because he allows Ndlovu and Edwards to come and 

help me here. Gentlemen, I am giving you a 

secret thing that is not a dream only. It is a 

mixture of a dream and other things. I am here 

not for myself. I could make money. I think 

you have tested me. I am not allowed. 

Tell me about the Bantu National Congress. 

You know about? 

Yes, I hear a little but I want to know more. 

Do you remember them? 

Very well. Very well. They were the people who 

said that Dr Dube was right. He was right. I 

was the same. All agreed people said these 

things. That if we was ·to progress we must get 

into the field of civics and economics. We· must 

talk to people about all these things. Now when 

Dr Verwoerd came it was too wonderful because it 

was then, it was then that the Bantu National 

Congress was to come to the hearing. This was 

Dube. You know Mr Edwards I know you come from 

the town. But you see you come out to visit me 

and I am staying near the royal place, but I 

come to Durban from Natal. You called that 

place Natal. We. No! My parents had this 

place you call northern Natal. Now when I left 

there there was nothing for my people. 

I want to hear you but .•• 

Mr Edwards, in the city we must fight the White 

businessman. He is the man that is stopping us 

from learning civics and the economics. We know 

about profit from our parents. They would grow, 

they would sell but not under the White man. 
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And the Bantu National Congress? 

They said that we should learn. They were the 

herbalists who we listened to. No we must talk 

to our ancestors about what used to happen and 

bring this to the town. You Mr Edwards came 

from Empangeni, I know, but we had to go ta 

Durban. That is why you are listening to me. 

What did your parents tell you about the city? 

Well the Bantu National Congress was telling 

about us Africans educating ourselves and 

advancing. This was the ANC in Natal. It was 

not called this but Champion knew this. All the 

things that happened were like the National 

Congress. 

When are you speaking about? 

This is when I was at Clermont. 

But this is before the Bantu National Congress? 

Yes but they are the same thing. The Champion 

African National Congress was weak because it 

did not listen to the people. The people were 

telling things but they did not listen. 

Mr Ar-enstein. We went to him because we knew 

that he was not there to represent Indians after 

the [1949] war. He was to help us start shops. 

The economics. Now that is what we wanted. To 

help people made ••• that the African must be 

self-pr-oductive. 

You remember Mr Arendstein? 

Mr [Rowley] was to help Indians but he then came 

to us. We were not to get winning till we 

started NAFCOC all the stores would go 

bankrupt and the buses would not run but 
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Champion was finished. This is where I can talk 

to Mbutho. 

is right. 

I must tell the people that the way 

And I have been fortunate that 

gentlemen like you and Mbutho can listen. 

Did Mbutho take the challenge when you spoke to 

him? 

I told him - but he started. I said to him 

"Well one day I see - Who is this ••• man as we , 
go?" Now through money he could not go very 

much. But with me no one could see that I was 

making studies because nothing I have no 

degree because I have not been touched and the 

time has not really come when I can hear myself, 

a degree. But this is the thing. Here we 

cannot develop. We are not allowed to because 

the government says "No! No you are only a 

troublemaker." I am not a wealthy man. I am a 

nobody, but all over the world people like me 

have ••• we are the George Washingtons and the 

Mr Lincolns. Here we were stopped from 

developing for our people. 

Tell me more. 

Well it is like this politics thing. What is 

not there is the economics. Look at me. I am 

not got the smart clothes - even in Cato Manor 

people were surprised that I am looking like 

this. Not politics, but the economics. We know 

how to do this. We have the answers. Us nobody 

people knew and we wanted to tell others and get 

advancement for our people. 

listening. 

So what did you say to Mbutho? 

Now Mbutho was 
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He was making the studies. I told him that "You 

will be making proper studies together." You 

see I am no more making studies. I am only 

praying that the spirit of God should train me. 

(section omitted] 

At Clermont I registered that women's market. 

On the registration, my attorney, Mr Moolla, 

discovered that during our time, a woman could 

not be a director. Well, we pressed and it went 

through. That is, that market close to my house 

at Clermont which was bought from me by attorney 

Hadebe, Simon Hadebe. There is a market of 

women. At Clermont, after I had arranged many 

things, the market was one of the things that I 

held. As a township we had to have a market. 

In fact I touched all the departments. I am 

only sorry that most of the papers were left at 

Clermont but I believe - one day when I was 

visiting Clermont, I was told that they are 

compiling now a book on them. I am sorry I have 

not met that man that took that body for the 

township. I want that book, it 

history because at Clermont it 

has a lot 

took me a 

time ta help to came to what it is now. 

of 

long 

And now let me move from Clermont. I come to 

KwaMashu. When I come to KwaMashu after leaving 

Clermont, I had a shop at Ematsheni - Victoria 

Street. At Victoria Street I had friends like 

Induna Nzama of Botha's Hill where I did my work 

again. The Valley of Thousand Hills I organised 

craftwork of which I used to get first prize in 

the show in Durban. This Umkonto, if you could 
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remember the time Victoria Street market. At 

the gate coming in you find there was a Umkonto 

and shield. That shop I was founder of 

Sibisi. During the time when I was at Botha's 

Hill organising people to take up production of 

food, mealies and other things. I found that 

they were very poor. I could not do anything 

because there was no money. I had to trace and 

see what they can do. I found Nzama one of the 

assegai makers was popular in craft work. So 

Nzama and other craftwork people, I organised 

them. I told them about my offer in Maritzburg. 

They came and appreciated it. These people were 

taken by the government to the show at Durban. 

They won the shows, many years winning the 

shows· - making the assegais. Then the roads to 

the Valley of a Thousand Hills followed these 

people. People from overseas wanted to go 

the road was very bad. There were small 

going to this place. People from overseas 

to come to the Valley of a Thousand Hills. 

man who was organising them, he could tell 

but 

buses 

used 

The 

them 

anything and say "Now you are in Zululand. This 

is the Valley of a Thousand Hills." The induna, 

not even the Chief, was supposed to be the 

chief. 11 King Phewa, king of the Zulus." Then 

taking photos. I had a lot of photos. Sa they 

started to make the road. Of course, there was 

a road only going for the shop. Sa since this 

thing was popular, the officials started to make 

the road going to the shop because the shop was 

in the centre. Chief Phewa, King of all the 
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Zulus! I could just remember that. Well, I was 

just close there doing my agricultural work, 

experiments, school and all. I just mean that, 

that Umkonto business, which of cour-se after 

getting popularity I made an application for 

business now opened in Durban. I got 

opposition. The Captain that time said "You 

can't sell assegais. That is not allowed. 11 I 

could even learn the jab if it could be here 

[meaning Durban]. I had a paper that I did. On 

the ar-r-ival of the governor-general on the show, 

there was a man that was going behind so he was 

collecting all the papers defining the job of 

this man. I had written down that craftwork in 

this case, Mkhonto in this case, the assegai, is 

not for war, is for the show. It is the 

craftwork by the Africans. Ordinary craftwork. 

I listed that they have been doing it for many 

years, dodging the government. They are losing 

on it. It is in the paper. He took this paper. 

I still remember there is a coat - msila - tail 

and this sword. During that [time] Jan Smuts 

was,still living. 

Who was your opposition for starting up in 

Durban? 

He was the Captain - then commander. When I 

made up the application he said "No". That that 

argument was beaten because they said "All 

right, the governor-general's papers are here. 

He admired this. This is craftwork Umkonto". 

After that we went back and sold. Then there 

was that shop and Umkonto started to be sold for 
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craftwark because I said in order ta get money, 

get seed fertilizer and other things, I must get 

craftwork, izinduku, mats and many other Zulu 

crafts sent to Durban. Get money. It helps to 

get all the seed. That is part of my work at 

Batha's Hill. That Mkhonta business craftwork 

by Nzama is in papers now, was got with full 

organisation of S.A.P. refusing to allow 

business of Mkhonto in Durban. 

On thing I am going back again to Clermont. 

After the dispute with Indians I was still the 

chairman of Clermont, controlling Clermont. 

People that time could have killed_many Indians 

but they were under my control. I prayed to 

them that no one should do any killing. Of 

course, Mbutho knows it. After that big killing 

of Indians in 1949, they had ta boycott buses 

and all the 12 certificates: carriers 

certificates belonged to Indians for Clermont. 

Nothing for Africans to Durban, ta go and work. 

People boycotted. The government could not 

grant anybody. People had money but 11 No". Well 

Indians were forced to go and pick up people, by 

force. Well that morning soldiers and police 

and many Europeans, bus owners, it was full and 

proper at the roads, full. On a small thing 

among those people Sibisi - looking because 

they were told that whoever makes any trouble 

here - nothing - he will be knocked. They were 

just looking at the buses. 

Is this just after the riots? 

Yes, just afterwards. 
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How many days or weeks afterwards? 

I am not sure, but just afterwards. Now, buses 

came, owners were here, soldiers were here, the 

public was here. When the buses were just 

passing the river, coming up at the rank, I went 

to the bus owners. They were in a group - rich 

men. I went to them. I said, "Look •.•• II I 

told them II I am black. You are also black. You 

can't force those people to go in your buses. 

The only way is just to speak. You tell them. 

Speak nicely to them. Show them that you are 

not fighting. They need you and you need them, 

which is the truth." And the buses came. The 

people were waiting, just waiting. "What is 

happening with that man?" The bus owners called 

each other together and said, "Gentlemen, this 

man is quite right. Anything can happen now. 

Our buses could be burned straight away. What 

he is tell us is correct. I think it is better 

that we tell the boys to drove the buses away." 

People were standing. Everybody was waiting. 

The buses went away carrying nobody. The 

sergeant came to me and said, "What did you say 

to those Indians". I said, "You must not worry 

about it. They have decided to leave. There is 

no fight." He said, "You can't make this. We 

have given you a chance. We have left our job. 

We come here for your dirty play." Same time 

the phone rang in the office. I am called back 

down to the Transportation Board. When I come 

there, I am asked, "What have you done? What 

did you say to the Indians?" I said , 11 I to Id 



68 

the Indians that let's discuss this thing 

personally with the Indians without the 

government. It is not needed. " 11 Did they 

leave? We were told they have left. 11 11 No man, 

I have made applications for all the 

certificates. I've got people that would take 

over and you are refusing." That is the day 

when I got the certificates Indian 

certificates. I got 4 certificates. I had no 

bus. My people had no bus. I had to go to 

Johannesburg. I saw Dr Seme there and got Ngema 

of 11 Putco 11
• I got 11 Putco 11 down here. Four 

buses. I put them in. Now Ngema had some Jews 

behind him again. People started to say Sibisi 

is being bought. Now I said, "Ngema is just 

holding for me. I have a company here: 

Clermont Township Pty Ltd. I had already 

registered as you see here. And that is going 

to take up f ram Ngema." I said, 11 Ngema, go in. 11 

Ngema said, "No, I wi 11 never do it. 11 We 

started quarrelling with Ngema again. Ngema and 

his people from Jo'burg wanted to shoot me. I 

said, 11 My Lord, Ngema, I don't refuse that you 

join the company, be a member. But for you to 

own? No. 11 He started not to be interested. I 

said, 11 ! don't get anything out of this. But I 

want it to be done properly." A young man, his 

adviser, Roy Nyanda, said, "Pull out of Sibisi". 

After some time Ngema died. Before he did, he 

sent Shabalala to me and said, "Cal 1 him". I 

went to him and he apologised. I had no 

trouble. After Ngema died, some youngsters, 
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The transport 

That was my 

trouble. Then I made up an application in front 

of Ngema. Ngema opposed me. The Board agreed 

with Ngema. Ngema was supported by the state. 

The certificates were granted to Ngema. Then 

Ale!<ander joined. He said, "Sibisi, I am giving 

you 24,000, in front of the Board, Chairman of 

the Board." He signed 24,000. He said, 11 ! am 

giving it to Sibisi." They had no saying. The 

chairman said, "Oh it is wonderful, 

Mr Alexander, are you sick? You see, this man 

cannot be bright in money. He is not valued in 

money. 11 Ale!<ander said, 11 I am giving him this 

money in front of you. He must buy whatever he 

wants. 11 I said, "Well, Mr Ale:<ander, I am not 

interested in money." That is where we started 

quarrelling. He said, "Sibisi, you are a poor 

man. I am giving you this money free. 11 I 

started going back ta Arenstein, the attorney. 

This is my attorney. He says, "Leave that man". 

Alexander says, "I fear that if I leave that man 

I am going to drop. 11 He says, "No man, Sibisi is 

mine. I know. Come on. 11 Then A 1 e:<ander moved 

from me and took up the certificates - all the 

buses, the red buses, now took up •.•. Now there 

was this war between Ngema and Alexander. No! 

no! no! before that - I am sorry - I had some 

other people who had joined the company. Very 

unfortunately these men had debts, cash ... had 

his own debts. The company got insolvent 

through these people who had joined with debts. 
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Each man was followed and the company collapsed, 

this Clermont Township Pty Ltd and then 

Alexander took up with his Ebony Bus Campany. 

They are from Sibisi. The Ebony moved, moved, 

moved. As soon as Alexander shifted from me, a 

dispute came in. But I told Alexander that this 

is not ••. necessity. 

As soon as Alexander? 

As soon as Alexander drew away and adviser, 

Arenstein, said, "Do away with Sibisi". My 

attorney said, "no, no, no. I know him. Take 

it on your own." 

attorney. 

Now my attorney was his 

So Mr Arenstein was actually saying to Alexander 

to leave you alone, to forget about you? 

Arenstein was one of my attorneys. I had about 

12 attorneys. All at the desk today. I went to 

the Board. I took Mr Christopher Q.C. and the 

Indian bus owner, Bus Owners Association. Then 

I appear here, to act for the Africans in the 

day. I took the certificates - I took in front 

of the Indian Owners Association and their 

attorney. The evidence there I put helped me 

that they actually left the place. Yau have no 

other way to do it. We have organised 

ourselves. There are some buses. We have made 

applications, all granted. Then the Board said, 
11 Sibisi, the Board is not interested to anybody. 

You will have to prove necessity, then you will 

get your licence. Once you have proved 

necessity then we will grant you. llJe do not 

hate anybody. But we can't simply argue on 
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simple matters because you are an African." 

Well, I proved the necessity and then I got all 

.my twelve certificates. Now, with the City 

Council. I used to have my own way of going 

there. Durban City Council has got 12 

certificates from Alexander. Alexander got it 

from Clermont Township Pty Ltd which, of course, 

were together with Putco. Putco from Jo'burg 

under Freddie Ngema, who I was given by Dr Seme 

during that time. 

Talking about buses, didn't you help organise 

buses in Mkhumbane? 

Oh I did half. That's where I got Wilson 

Mhlongo. I gave Mhlongo £200, that's R400. I 

gave him. 

Railways. 

He was an ordinary servant under the 

Well the man was so good, I had no 

other way, I must buy him out as Mbutho was a 

teacher. I had to buy him out to go and do 

laundry work. I got the right man, I got that 

man, he is able ta help the Nkosi today, this 

young king. The king now. Those people are 

"can't gets", are not for gold, they are gifted. 

So these people he1ped me. It is not me that 

did the work, only I know the right man. My 

chief here knows that if anything gets into 

trouble he simply comes here. This is one of 

the Indunas. He will came and say, 11Sibisi, 

things are bad today. What should we do?" The 

young girl where I phoned you at the Chief"s 

place is my granddaughter.· She is the secretary 

there of the Chief with 44 Indunas. Well in 

this case I have jumped. 

with Clermont. 

Now I have finished 
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When did you actually leave Clermont? 

I left Clermont late after the dispute of 

Indians 1949. I had a shop at the Native 

market, Victoria Street. I used to go and park 

there. Now what made me to move from Clermont, 

at Clermont I had to suffer one day as I am now 

suffering about the letter from Pretoria about 

the Company. The Company must cover up certain 

records returns. If the Company is not 

existing, it is dangerous. Because I must pay 

about R80 every year for its living, not 

anything else with the exception of returns, 

forms, etc. So the company I knew it will take 

me time to organise it up to a standard. It is 

even a longer task. Now at Clermont the same 

happened. People knew nothing about the 

company. Even some of the attorneys. You know 

Dr Seme was caught in Jo'burg. He phoned me, 

"Sibisi, come up. 11 In -fact his returns had not 

been done. The Station Commander comes up 

to .•• and harass Dr Seme. He said, "I am being 

arrested here. 11 The Station Commander said, 
11 Never mind that you are a doctor. I must 

arrest you and put you in. There is no other 

way. 11 No, Sibisi, you must be close to me", 

said Dr Seme. I was not good. 

was put in jail by the Company. 

Is only that I 

I left my shop 

at Clermont to Mazibuko and went to Mkhumbane. 

I started there and then to KwaMashu, I just 

mean the moving. 

So you went to Mkhumbane before you went to 

KwaMashu? 
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I left Clermont because there was that chance of 

coming into Durban. Those plots could take 

anyone. I dropped in when I dropped in because 

of that chance. I was taken to Mkhumbane. I 

was one of Mkhumbane people. When I came to 

Mkhumbane I found that Mkhumbane is not a place 

for child's play. They knew that Sibisi was 

here but one had ••• chance. They had all the 

leaders, sharp ones. Mkhumbane was terrible. 

'Why was it terrible? 

Mkhumbane was uncontrollable. 

to control. 

It was very hard 

You mean the leaders could not control it? 

Many leaders. All kinds just like this time. 

There is this ICU thing. All the leaders. I 

was no mare a leader of anything now. 

~ut do you know anything about Zulu Hlangenani. 

Zulu Hlangenani was part of my work. It was led 

by Matansi, J.B. Matansi. J.B.M. was first bus

owner. The small bus that he had is from me. 

The second bus - he got it - that small bus was 

me giving it to Mhlango, Wilson. Mhlango helped 

J.B. J.B. had no bus. 

So you helped start Zulu Hlanganani. 

We the Zulus must trade with ourselves otherwise 

we will starve. The Whites, Indians and 

Afrikaners have their own shops. If we Africans 

do not get into business we will give our money 

to the Indians. This gentlemen is the lesson of 

economics and civics. Here we are living in 

Clermont. It is part of South Africa and we are 

in Durban. But we cannot advance. Yes this was 
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what we told our people. You must no fight. 

No! No! You must work and develop. We were 

there to show them how wonderful it is to do 

this. This is why we wanted shops in Clermont, 

in the 1000 Hills and what the Zulu Hlanganani 

said. 

So you helped start the Zulu Hlanganani? 

No, the company was there. Zulu Hlanganani met 

only to make noise. Zulu Hlangenani was people 

organised themselves with shops wanting to open 

shops. And they say we are Zulu Hlangenani now. 

So they wanted transport and many other things. 

This part of the transport were taken because 

there was trouble again. There was no bus. 

They had boycotted the Indian buses. Sa Had to 

get that bus for Mhlongo. The first bus that I 

got, I got it here at Hlabisa. It was very old. 

We got a second one, a good bus, second-hand 

from Indians to James Mhlongo. Well, at 

Mkhumbane I was not very popular. Mkhumbane was 

boiling. The only thing all the meetings were a 

mess. It is only when I started moving from 

Mkhumbane to KwaMashu, when people started to be 

organised now, then I decided again to jump from 

Mkhumbane and get my piece of land at KwaMashu. 

There I started to get power as Mkhumbane had 

not been organised but because you were in the 

area the City Council started 

interested. Mkhumbane could march, march on 

foot. They were mad. Going to open jails. Now 

when I came at KwaMashu I happened to be elected 

ta be one of the Residents' Committee members. 



Edwards: 

Sibisi: 

Well, I was certain criticisms. People 

Champion said, "No, you must come under 

City Council thing the Board." 

The Joint Location Advisory Board? 

75 

like 

this 

I said, 11 No ! no! no! I am not interested. This 

f<1,~aMashu is our own township. 11 Sa they said, 

"You are not going ta be paid." Never mind your 

committee members, say nothing. I took Conca 

under me, Mbutho, Wilson and many others. I 

said, 11 Ni::J, now KwaMashu Residents· Cammi ttee, 

what can you do? How are we going to deal with 

things? It does not come under the 

regulations." We decided to do it on our awn 

way. The Council - who is giving to pay you? 

Who is going ta finance you? Very lucky - time 

came when there was some dispute with the City 

Council [and] Mr Champion [and] the Board. Both 

were fighting the City Council. We were also 

invited to come and attend. They were told in 

front of us that the ••• the City Council "better 

the Residents' Committee than the Board". "No, 

you are going to be paid, gentlemen - never mind 

you are the Residents' Committee." Oh! 

Mr Champi?n complained - complained! The City 

Council said these people are doing the job. 

They don't talk too much. All the wards, you 

my 

the 

see all the wards. I had everything in 

hands. We pushed until - well I had all 

departments in my hands. I had football under 

me, schools and churches, the ministers, all the 

churches. I am the chairman. When doing the 

burials any minister doing the burials, shops 



-

76 

was under me. That's where we started 

now ••. Churches same, schools same. 

had my hand. 

All these 

Conca, it is when Conca started to be ••• because 

I could not take 

Conca 

anybody, I had too much in 

[took] up chairmanship of 

my 

the hands. 

traders. He was the chairman of the traders. 

After that we had to develop. Of course all the 

time I had to guide him and get him in: 

introduce him. Then we grouped to be the 

chairman of the traders. Then we organised, we 

started swal.lowing Lamont, swallowing Umlazi, 

swallowing Pietermaritzburg, swallowing 

Zululand, here; Johannesburg. We came to 

Jo'burg. We found that Jo'burg is moving, is 

very strong and is rich. There is Maponyana 

there, strong man. He is the chairman of all in 

the Transvaal. I have got my man here. Conca, 

he is the chairman. Bloemfontein - somebody, 

Cape - somebody, Vote! We were strong. Conca 

took up chairmanship Of S.A. We came back. We 

were the head. Chamber now. Now shortly after 

that we had meetings, of course, organising. I 

lost a lot of money. I am just thinking of a 

man taking the leadership. They are enjoying 

all the fat today. Now Conca, during the second 

election was called. Maponyana was the 

Transvaal head, Cape Town somebody, Free 

State - somebody, we had somebody here in Natal 

and Zululand. We decided that - I said please 

we have this young man. This young man was from 

America, Motsoanyane. 
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I am telling my friend here that other people 

are not happy about me. 

Going back a little. What can you tell me about 

the herbalists? You had a shop at Victoria 

Street Beerhall did you not? 

The herbalists were very important people. 

Everyone wanted to hold the inyangas. They were 

those people who are the ones who can speak to 

the people. "This is happening! This must 

happen!" Hey they were listened to. But we 

were with them. How can the educated man make 

friends with the inyanga. No! It was useless. 

It was us who were with the people - we were 

with inyanga. The Natal Bantu Medical 

Association. They were with the Zulu 

Hlanganani. 

Why? 

This I do not know. That is the things far 

other people. Yau see when we said that it is 

not the politics but the economics that must be 

believed. It is for our people but who are we. 

We are nobodies! Mr Edwards that - and Ndlovu -
that was us. But we knew and the people must 

believe. Gentlemen I am knowing this city. Now 

inyanga are the same. They must listen to the 

people but they must tell them. And they were 

businessmen. They knew what must happen. Na 

degrees. They must have passes. They must 

fight because they did not work for White men. 

Just like us! Just the same. It was like this 

for us. We was not going to work for the White 

man. I was always in shabby clothes - everyone 
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saw this - I am not scared to say this to you. 

But what we did have was the desire to talk to 

our people. They knew what was happening to 

themselves here in Durban. 

no houses and little money. 

only us Africans could 

No land, no farms, 

And we knew that if 

develop 

businesses then this would change. 

same as NAFCOC. 

and 

This is 

open 

the 

What do you mean when you say some members of 

the public do not want ta believe everything you 

say? 

You see, to influence the government or anybody 

without anybody - you see - I must say to 

influence Conca who was president that time to 

drop off, draw back, get Motsoanyane, 

Motsoanyane in the department of agriculture, he 

is very bright, he has economics and all. The 

intention is to get the fully and well 

established man - you have to get this man. We 

do not care whether he is a Sotho or what. This 

chamber go forward and Cenco agreed ta get 

Motsoanyane on. We have to get hold of O.F.S., 

Transvaal, part of Cape, Zululand and Natal. 

Matsaanyane took up. Now he is the president, I 

am not sorry. 

That's now called NAFCOC? 

Yes. That is the chamber. I am at KwaMashu. 

What about the burial clubs? 

The burial club was headed by Mrs Dlamini of 

KwaMashu. There used to call me every year when 

they are making meetings. The burial clubs did 

a lot. During the time they had time when the 
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train crashed and crushed those people at 

KwaMashu. I .organised ministers and all under 

the help of the Manager. I was riding the Rolls 

Royce I. People wondered, Europeans often 

wandered what that man is doing in Ralls 

Royce I. What is happening? 
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INTERVIEW WITH MR H.C. SIBISI 

Interviewer: Mr I.L. Edwards 

Mr C.D.S. Ndlovu Interpreter: 

Location: 

Date: 

Sibisi: 

Edwards: 
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Edwards: 

Sibisi: 

Patane, Zululand 

12 December 1985 

This is the day when I was given an opportunity 

(at the unveiling of the Shaka memorial stone). 

I am sorry gentleman I have a very poor 

memory - Mnyayiza ka Ndabuko, the grandfather 

of King Cyprian, was the chairman of Inkatha. 

He is a prince. His son is Ndesheni and 

Gideon, the Umntwana wase- Eshowe. His 

committee said "Sibisi" I was still a young 

man at the time - "you have been worrying us, 

saying that you haven't got the correct 

documents. Where can you get them? Simelane 

is telling us that they have been there all the 

time. 11 I said, 11 No there will be times when 

there will be some arguments. We will fail to 

give what actually happened." 

Is that Pitness Simelane? 

S.S. Simelane. The secretary of the Paramount 

Chief Solomon ka Dinizulu. 

Now, when was this? What date was this? 

The first day of the Shaka opening stone. 

Instead of being there, together with that 

committee, we were at a hill, a small hill. We 

were just seeing the other people. We were 
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I am sorry gentleman I have a very poor 

memory - Mnyayiza ka Ndabuko, the grandfather 

of King Cyprian, was the chairman of Inkatha~ 

He is a prince. His son is Ndesheni and 

Gideon, the Umntwana wase- Eshowe. His 

committee said 11 Sibisi 11 I was still a young 

man at the time - "you have been worrying us, 

saying that you haven't got the correct 

documents. Where can you get them? Simelane 

is telling us that they have been there all the 

time. 11 I said, "No there will be times when 

there will be some arguments. We will fail to 

give what actually happened. 11 

Is that Pitness Simelane? 

S.S. Simelane. The secretary of the Paramount 

Chief Soloman ka Dinizulu. 

Now, when was this? What date was this? 

The first day of the Shaka opening stone. 

Instead of being there, together with that 

committee, we were at a hill, a small hill. We 

were just seeing the other people. We were 
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discussing about Inkatha. They said "No we 

want the documents. To make sure, we are 

giving you all the powers to go and hunt for 

what you are telling us (about)". That day 

then, I started to know that I am now 

committed. I must do all means to get these 

documents. That is where I am starting to be 

Inkatha now. I had just been a member of the 

Inkatha just because my parents were Inkatha. 

But now I must get there because I have got 

some argument that there are some documents 

that our body must have. Well, I was still in 

that chance. 

From that time, then, I had to be studying, 

because I said 11 No, because the government was 

once interested to help these people or perhaps 

to discuss about Inkatha, I know I must get the 

documents up 11
• I had offices at Lakhani 

Chambers. During that time, Luthuli was the 

chairman of the ANC. Well, the ANC had some 

offices just close ta me, in the building where 

I had my offices. I was an agent at that time, 

after leaving the Agricultural Department. And 

then, I said I had some other things that 

were passing. I had a new eh •.. 

(operation) - people from KwaZulu here, heard 

about me advising them, the dairy that is 

operating now, here, I mean the stock the 

Ngunis (cattle) that you have read about in the 

paper - just goes here. It has won the prize 

this year. The breeding is at Cwaka (an 

agricultural college). The Ngunis is a stock 
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that is being produced by the government at the 

other side of Zululand. So, the Ngunis now are 

affecting the market. The stock had its own 

breed that were high. But now the Ngunis are 

so high that the new society is now being 

formed for these Ngunis, which, of course, were 

started here. Reverend Mtshali, my cousin, 

came to me to draw them a memorandum. I drew 

it and I told them that the time will come when 

the Zulus (Ngunis) come out. You will be one 

of the people that will be talked about 

meaning the same thing. I did know that I 

would come here. 

that is existing. 

It is just one of the things 

And that day - this one - I was given a letter. 

I went to this office and in this office - I 

was then a little popular because, winning 

those (bus) certificates from the Indians and 

many other things, as the chairman of the 

Clermont Residents' Committee, affecting the 

whole area of the Bantu there, in so much that 

the Magistrate said, "Na, Sibisi, you have done 

a lot and 

authorities. 

you are appreciable to the 

We feel that the 4 wards of 

Clermont, (i.e.) Umgeni, Central, Ndunduma and, 

I am forgetting the other one - well 4 wards 

all the chairmen say you are just the right 

man. You have elected these people and they 

like you. Instead, there is no chief here. In 

order that the government could help you, you 

will have to take the chieftainship. l.tJe can 

recommend you as quick as possible. II I said, 
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"No, I am really not interested. If you are 

speaking about a chief I have been a 

demonstrator under the government in many 

places, the chief is not is not exactly (what 

he is meant to be). You see, here I am free. 

I speak to you - man to man - I know that you 

are a Magistrate. It is only that I respect 

you as a human being - but I fell that I am 

still free. Once I am called Chief - now, 

certain parts well, there are certain parts 

that I cannot go (beyond). That is why I say 

then that Clermont will pull as it is. If they 

do not want me, if the government say I should 

leave, I wi 11 do so. 11 He says, "No, no, if 

people want you - it is only that it makes you 

work hard because whatever you bring in as new, 

the government has not got in its books. The 

government will not be able to follow you. You 

will have to follow it." I said, 11 We are all 

going to heaven. The government is praising 

this God and I am also praising this God." 

I said, 11 I have Mr Si tho 1 e, my Station 

Commander of Clermont. He is controlling all 

the police at Clermont and you have Mr Nel 

here, the Station Commander of Pinetown. If he 

comes to Clermont, he should not be rushing 

because these people will disappoint me by 

interfering with the government. So, if your 

police came, they come to my man Sithole, in my 

offices and then Sithole will take his police 

and take that man in and take him to you." 

That was being done. We have done it and it is 

proper. 
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So then you had offices at Lakhani Chambers? 

Now I am still at Lakhani Chambers. At Lakhani 

Chambers, because of that popularity I had 

different people from different places, some 

from other chiefs to come and get something. 

You see I was not a leader like Mr Champion 

Mr Champion was a leader. With me, it was only 

that people would say "there is a nyanga 

somewhere" (there), then people used to come to 

me. I do not know where they come from. 

Then there was a man by the surname of Mthembu. 

He was that government informer. A very bright 

man. He was once a teacher, a minister - a 

very bright man. He was told by the 11 big 11 

leaders that "we have some trouble here in 

Durban. We have got a man - a wonderful man. 

He is now in contact with Dr Seme. He has got 

many people. It He said, 11 No, can you show me 

this man?" They showed him. He came into my 

office. Mrs Sibisi was there and my clerk was 

there. Some of them are attorneys now. They 

were my clerks. Now Mr Mthembu came. He said, 

"Mr Sibisi, I am a government informer. I must 

tell you but with you, I have just been told 

that, amongst the leaders, you have Luthuli, a 

very popular man, Mr Champion, a very popular 

man, but all these men say that you are a 

wonderful man. So I have told the government 

that if they do not know Sibisi they "know 

nothing 11 because Sibisi is in a very big dam. 

He is right down in the mud - in the very cold 

mud, but you can see the dam moving. The 
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authorities said, "Mthembu, 

man can pass Luthuli? Do 

do you think that 

you think that man 

can pass Champion and others? He said, "No, 

no, no. I wi 11 make you get the noise. 11 He 

was sent to me. That is what he told me. He 

is dead now. 

Did he live in Durban? 

He was barn here in Matshana. (This place is 

near Empangeni). He was patrolling all over. 

The man was very popular and bright; and a 

learned man. A very nice man. In fact, he is 

just the man who could help everybody. 

Buthelezi was helped by him and many other 

people. He was the government informer helping 

the people and helping the government. He was 

just of the kind. He said to me, 11 Well, 

Sibisi, I have heard about you. I am not going 

to worry you about anything but you can tell me 

what your worry is. 11 I said, 11 No, no, 

am worried. I am also like you. I am 

for the memorandum for Inkatha. 11 

Now, were they looking for it? 

no. I 

hunting 

I was looking for it. I am telling him because 

I know that he is connected with the 

government. You know now Mr Edwards, I am in 

this trouble of money. I mean today. I have a 

man like you. I do not know whether you can 

help me. But from your own brains you can 

say - well move this side - it is only that you 

have to get the right man. He said 

<Mr Mthembu) "No! Mr Lieveldt, the Bantu 

Affairs Commissioner in Pietermaritzburg you 
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see I am a man who goes there, he goes to tea -

it is only under the chair, just under the 

chair." I asked him if he could get it for me. 

He said "he does not care about it". I said 
11 Mthembu do your best, I just want to see it 11

, 

and Mthembu went to Pietermaritzburg, brou9ht 

it to me. He left it with me. The man said I 

must read as he had to take it back. I had my 

typing machine. I am not a typist but I typed 

from sunset to morning. I still remember the 

sun rising, red there and I felt drowsy but I 

typed it all in. So I got the thing now to go 

back to the Inkatha people to tell them that I 

got the memorandum. 

That was the Paramount Chief 1 s council that you 

went back to? 

No. Inkatha. The Paramount Chief had no 

council at the time. It was formed later. 

Inkatha comes second - that is during my time 

that the council was formed but it was 

Inkatha the Inkatha of the very late they 

thought it was finished. I was trying to raise 

it up. 

It was not really finished. 

No. It was not finished, in spirit. It had 

taken about more than ten years or so. So 

people thought that Inkatha was finished. I do 

not know if you will mind if I go further back, 

haw the Inkatha was formed. 

The !nkatha was formed by Solomon ka Dinizulu 

with the help of the Governor-General, 

Dr Jameson. He was still the Q.C. in Vryheid. 
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His interpreter 

Paramount Chief, 

was father-in-law of the 

Cyprian. That was Zungu. 

Zungu was from here, from the coast but just 

because he was good in interpreting he was 

taken up during the time of the political body 

ICU. He was stationed at Vryheid. At Vryheid, 

there was the corruption of the ICU and he was 

left there and he followed the attorneys and 

was the attorney's interpreter. So that when 

the Inkatha was. formed he was actually 

involved • 

••• everybody was told about Inkatha and the 

movement was started. 

monies were collected 

Monies were collected 

cattle, all big 

monies. Then, very unfortunately, it appears 

in that book of prince, the chief, Mntwana 

(Buthelezi), it appears in the book of how the 

monies were collected. Very unfortunately, 

well I must mention this though it is a bit 

laughable, there is a time when they said that 

when it comes to finance, a finance committee 

should be formed, meaning the audit part, it 

should be formed so that there should be people 

who should look after the finance, but 

unfortunately the "big" people were the chiefs. 

The chiefs said "What can you tell us about 

some other people. We have the King here. We 

have Solomon. We trust him. 11 Simelane said, 

"No, when it comes to money, gentlemen, we 

think somebody must help the King in handling 

the money. 11 The King said, 11 How do you mean 

in Zulu they said ngizosekelwa ngisekelwe 
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ngiyahuda yini meaning I do not want to be 

propped up as if I have a running stomach." He 

said that he did not want any supporter as he 

was not sick. Everybody laughed at the issue. 

The chiefs also agreed with the King. In Zulu 

tradition a King has that power of controlling 

and do whatever he likes. Well, according to 

my understanding, that time, some monies were 

missed. the chief (king) had to marry many 

women, built a nice building (house), this was 

just because 

properly. 

the money was not handled 

So, when we tried to reorganise I am now 

coming back ta the time when we organised, I 

drew the agenda because when we were to meet 

it, it was during the time when the ANC was 

banned, there could be no meeting in the whole 

area. The congress was too hot, it was 

Luthuli's time. I just remember when I went ta 

the Zululand meeting. He said, "Mr Sibisi, I 

do not think you will be able to come back." 

Mr Champion went with me but he was also 

trembling. I did not tell you haw I organised 

it - meeting. 

It was explained ta me the way ta go about it; 

by whom it should not be seen; that in order 

ta get this thing, i.e. get its approval by the 

government, I was at Botha's Hill at the time, 

I had to draw the way to "dive it" (inaudible). 

First I had to press. I know Mntwana wakwa 

Phindangene was the head to me all this time 

of everything. Whatever I did I had to whisper 
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to him. But I knew about how to go about with 

it. I had to draw a letter to the government 

asking the government to allow the meeting to 

be held at Nongoma. We knew that when we were 

not allowed to hold any meetings. This I made 

to be signed by Chief Mangosuthu, he was still 

a chief, i.e. Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi, our 

Prime Minister today, and to be signed by the 

Paramount Chief Cyprian, our King and to be 

signed by the Bantu Affairs Commissioner, 

Nongoma, he was from Vryheid, I am forgetting 

his name. 

Do you remember the date? 

No, but I will adjust the days as we go. 

is where my weakness comes. Now, that 

I have people who are actually my 

That 

letter, 

people. 

Cannon Xana, Nehemiah Sibisi Xaba, at 

Nongoma; Sibisi at baQulusini, Vryheid; 

Buthelezi, Zululand, somewhere. They were 

about four; my executive. I sent them to 

Buthelezi and Buthelezi said he would be able 

to push it. They went to him. He set down. 

The man read it. I was at home, I did not 

accompany them. There was a problem at that 

time. The Paramount Chief had a queen. She 

was very strict. She did not want anyone to 

touch the Paramount Chief. I really do not 

know what was happening. There was no chance 

of anything. Buthelezi said, I still remember, 

"What are we going to do because we can't get 

the King you see I am going to take 
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Mrs Buthelezi, and she will take her to the 

kitchen so that they will be making us tea and 

then we will make the King sign the letter." 

They slept at Buthelezi's place and Buthelezi 

slaughtered a goat for them. This they told 

me. He took them in his car with 

Mrs Buthelezi, went to KwaKhetha (actually 

Kwakhethamthandayo), i.e. the King's place. 

When they came, Mrs Buthelezi said to the 

Queen, "Let· s go and make tea far these 

people." Then they went to the kitchen and at 

that time the King was made to sign. 

Now why do you say that they had to be so 

careful that the Queen wouldn't see? 

We do not know actually what was happening 

because it seems somebody, I would be telling 

lies if I say the government, but it was so 

strict that she was the 11 police11 herself, that 

lady. We could not see the Chief and tell him 

anything. 

Without her being with him? 

No, not even to see him, because you would 

mislead him. But my letter, that is where I 

penetrated and the man signed. So Buthelezi 

had signed and the King had signed. Then after 

signing, they went back to Nongoma, to the 

Chief Magistrate, to make him sign. When 

went in, Mr Simelane, is a minister, 

they 

he is 

well-known, Xaba, Cannon is also a well-known 

man. The magistrate said, "What do you want, 

gentlemen? 11 They told him that they had come 

to 11 beg" that a meeting of Inkatha be held. 
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do that? 

have any 

meetings." They said, "We want it. We have a 

letter here for you to sign. 11 He said, "No, I 

can't sign any letter. Did Buthelezi sign? 11 

They said Buthelezi had signed. He said, 11 Did 

the King sign?" They said he had signed. I am 

sorry, gentlemen, that papers are gone. I was 

so much interested when the letter came from 

Pretoria. I was given that letter. Given the 

authority of the meeting. It was wonderful. 

That penetration; just like getting that 

Zamokuhle Welfare. [Society established in 

KwaMashu in the early 1960s] Well, after 

getting that letter, I was told, shown that 

letter. I came back then. I had to draw the 

agenda. To me the agenda was that, firstly, is 

to get Inkatha. Inkatha meaning finding the 

scattered people, I mean the Zulus. Secondly, 

we haven't got the chief or the King. The 

King's position is that he is the Paramount 

Chief. But we want him as King. In this 

meeting, these are very important to me. These 

I did not discuss with anybody but that was my 

wish together with out Mntwana, Mangasuthu. 

That was our feeling - that if the man could 

take his position before anything happened. 
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Then, in the agenda, as I have just mentioned, 

I am quoting the two top important 

discussions well, of course the other 

discussions were to come in general. Well, 

gentlemen, you know we had the two secretaries 

from Pretoria, a Mr Somebody, but I know 

Mr Coetzee. Mr Coetzee was under that man in 

Pretoria and the Bantu Affairs Department in 

Pietermaritzburg had sent somebody and all the 

Native Affairs Departments (had sent 

representatives) and the Magistrates. The 

police, of course, were pres~nt and all the 

chiefs from Natal and Zululand were present. I 

had my committee together with our present. 

eh.... I mean 

<Buthelezi). 

Him. 

He 

Mntwana wakwa 

was in the 

Phindangene 

e~•iecu ti ve 

committee. We were right at the corner. The 

chiefs were this side. There was the other 

thing that I had to throw in, my mind it came 

that we were coming in to a very big thing 

today we have the original chiefs, people like 

EmaMbatheni, Mkhize, Ngcobo - these are the 

surnames who have been chiefs before. Sibisi~s 

were very bright. They were made to be chiefs 

as I nearly took up the chieftainship. We were 

always Indunas. It was not very nice when we 

were grading them in the meeting, e.g. the 

original chiefs will be this side and the 

people who took up the chieftainship under the 

government this side and, of course, the 

public. It was a little bit sour at the 

meeting. But we had to do it with Buthelezi. 
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The attendance was 

at eMahlabathini. 

Emahashini, in the school house where we met. 

The following day was burial day of the Chief 

Minister, Strijdom. Then the meeting was 

opened and everybody was happy. But the agenda 

was bitter. Na one expected it ta be bitter 

because it has some certain problems. Firstly 

the meeting had ta decide whether the Inkatha 

should be brought up again. That was the 

argument. The chairman said, 11 Gentlemen, do 

you all agree that we should reorganise Inkatha 

again?" The meeting some said that there are 

some monies involved there are same troubles 

we made - there will be troubles when we start 

reorganising Inkatha again. Some said that 

they really want Inkatha. The chairman said, 
11 Gentlemen, let's come ta the vote." Then we 

voted. Inkatha was to be reorganised again. 

That is the agenda number 1. 

Number 2. Are we agreeable that the Paramount 

Chief, who is the Paramount Chief, should be 

the King now - no more the Paramount Chief? It 

is when the authorities stood up. The 

secretary stood up and said, "Gentlemen, now we 

are starting the trouble. We are from the 

department and we cannot understand when your 

agenda was drawn up. We have not been told 

that you are going to come with this. 11 "Stand 

up!!" he said to Cyprian. "Cyprian". The 

Paramount Chief stood up and he said "Do you 

know anything about Mhlahlandlela?" - because 



Edwards: 

Sibisi: 

Edwards: 

94 

the e!<ecu ti ve committee 
11 I know 

was called 

Mhlahlandlela. nothing about 

uMhlahlandlela 11 the Paramount Chief answered in 

a whimper. It was terrible now. It was hot in 

the house. Mntwana Buthelezi then said, 

cousin, we have signed the letter and you 

signed the letter. Are you throwing me 

now?" He went out with his followers 

everybody was moving. There was movement 

the house. It was hot and it started ta 

very hot in the house, very, very hat. 

other chiefs stood up, just like Mbatha, as 

"My 

have 

d'---Jay 

and 

in 

be 

Same 

if 

he had same spirits. There was pandemonium. 

The chief came back and said, "No, Paramount 

Chief, you were involved do not say you do 

not know this we are from Pretoria - this is 

your letter." The Chief (Paramount) said, "No, 

I do not know anything about Mhlahlandlela. 11 

Things were very bad. I went out. It was hot. 

When I went out, it was very hot that day, 

there was the 

smelling as if 

terrible. 

mirage, the waves; the air was 

there was some powder. It was 

And then the secretary. 

"Gentlemen ••.. ", and the chairman said, 11 No, no 

you cannot control here. The department is not 

controlling us. I am the chairman here. You 

are our member. When we are making vote, the 

government will be voting. 11 

I wanted to ask you. Who voted? 

The members of Inkatha. African people I can 

call it. 

Just the African people? 
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Whoever was in the house was supposed to be 

Inkatha. We were not told because at the time 

were reviving. 

the officials. 

We were not told that these are 

We know that the Department of 

Bantu Affairs Department is involved. 

So they could vote? 

No, no. That is what we put it. They could 

not vote, they could not vote. We just left it 

as it was because my policy was that "The 

government is mine. If anything affects the 

government, I am affected. If he runs away, he 

is running away on his own." That is why I 

said 11 We will have to get Inkatha. It is for 

the government to give us. 11 Now, we were 

acting on this. What was important was that I 

had that document from Pietermaritzburg. That 

day it had to be read to these people for the 

first time. Well, the authorities said that 

they couldn't vote. They said they were 

leaving. The chairman said, "No, sit down, 

gentlemen. This is our meeting. You are 

members. You will have to vote." 

officials became angry and they went out. 

The 

All 

the whites went out and the chiefs were left. 

Well, we had to go an with the meeting. The 

Secretary said, "We do not stop the meeting but 

we feel that we have to go now. But since the 

Paramount Chief has told you that he knows 

nothing about the Mhlahlandlela, you will have 

to discuss this matter properly until he tell 

us that he recognises it because at present it 

means that this meeting contains nothing. They 
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left and we had ta continue with the meeting. 

All the Europeans went out and we were left to 

discuss, of course, all about Inkatha and that 

since the government has said the other meeting 

can be called but at present the authorities 

take it for granted that they are not agreeable 

because the chief denies to know the executive 

committee. We will have to prepare that. But 

then we are now leaving because the following 

day they would be burying the Prime Minister. 

That is the thing that happened during my time, 

gentlemen. We read the memorandum, i.e. the 

letter from Pietermaritzburg, all that it had 

about Inkatha. That was very nice. 

When you were meeting and discussing whether 

you should re-form Inkatha again, did anyone 

ever mention the ANC? 

No, they had nothing to do with the ANC. There 

was no argument. In fact there was no quarrel 

between Inkatha and the ANC. But it only that 

mostly Inkatha was under the hands of the 

chiefs and the chiefs were very much with the 

governm~nt side. So they were not very much in 

good terms with Inkatha. Even myself, 

personally, I was the member of the Inkatha but 

with me, through my studies, to study about the 

body, a living body, as I have told you before, 

I told Dr Seme that, "No, this is politics. I 

am speaking about economics." Yau see when I 

say you have to do something, not to speak. I 

remember that there is a book which says "While 

the sun rises from this side to the north, your 
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land will never be taken, Cetshwayo. 11 I was 

telling Dr Seme and who said that I was quite 

right. I said that that document is telling a 

yarn because the great world is a world of 

improvement. It is only the improvement that 

is wanted. We are the owners because we have 

improved. If you have not improved anything, 

the land belongs to anybody. Dr Seme said, "I 

am the former head of the ANC. I must tell 

Mr Champion, I must tell Nyongwana, all the 

leaders that I am getting a new thing from this 

man. How far have you gone to school?" I told 

him that I was just nothing, I was standard 

6/7. He told me that he was taught in England 

and his classmate was King George and that what 

I was telling him was new •••. brags about his 

studies and the world of improvement. 

When you invited the chiefs to the meeting at 

Nangoma, where was Chief Luthuli? 

Well, everybody was called you see a letter 

announcing. Luthuli at the time - I do not 

think he could have attended but Champion 

attended, but with fear because Champion was a 

congress man. He was, at the time just left 

the seat, taken by Luthuli and he had some 

arguments of this new man. He would say, 

"These new people trying to lead us, these 

young kids." He went to see. He feared people 

were following us with Buthelezi behind us. 

The other people were rough to anybody trying 

to run away, i.e. our members. But on my 

return, I remember it was very late when I came 



98 

back in my Cadillac, just in the same street, 

Grey Street, Lakhani Chambers, I met Luthuli. 

He said "Gentlemen, have you returned? We 

thought you would not come back. 11 I said, 

"That's nothing, the government will not 

interfere with anything that does not interfere 

with it. 11 He said, "l.iJe were really very 

doubtful whether you would come back. 11 

I might be leaving some few things but I just 

remember a little of what happened to me, 

personally. We were on the verandah, the 

cattle that were to be slaughtered, the 

executive committee was in the verandah, that 

was Cannon Xaba's house and the stock cattle to 

be slaughtered were just in front, in the camp. 

Whilst we were just sitting with the other 

members, one of the oxen bellowed, right in 

front of us. We asked ourselves as to what was 

happening. Everybody wondered. We stood up. 

I am only sorry that they did not note this. I 

told them, 11 No, this is nothing. It means we 

are getting a new leader now. All the leaders 

that have come have failed to convince the 

government. You see, if you are too cheeky to 

the government, making a lot of noise, it means 

nothing. You will get nothing from it 

(government). But God will give us - I also 

remind my great man - the Minister, if he still 

remembers. I say there is time when God will 

give us a leader who will speak ta the 

government and the government will listen. But 
• -f 

1. . the O H , ... had stood before us and said 
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"Gentlemen, are you here to come and say that I 

must be slaughtered?" We could have dispersed 

straight away. It is only that it is just like 

any other beast (cattle), we are going to 

slaughter it and eat it. That is how it is 

today. The government does not want to 

understand. It is too rough. It is just like 

this o:~~. I am just quoting that because my man 

could remember. It is what happened in that 

meeting. I prophesied that I did not mean him 

but that ax showed that there is a leader here, 

that day. But, gentlemen, I must tell you that 

I knew Buthelezi before he took up. While I 

was still young I have a little history about 

them, the Paramount Chief, Buthelezi and 

others. I had some vision. (section omitted) 

When you came back to Durban, what did you do 

after that? 

Well I continued with the other things. I had 

many appointments. I was always in my office. 

I was forming these, eh ••. NAFCOC - traders at 

KwaMashu because the traders at the time were 

scattered. But as a leader it was my jab ta 

see that they combined. I formed the KwaMashu 

Licence Traders' Association. After that I had 

to form them into a body called the Inyanda. I 

registered Inyanda. 

What happened to Inkatha after that meeting? 

It stopped, with me. Then the man took up, I 

mean Buthelezi. He was pushing. 

Sa you didn't have anything more to do with it? 
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Later I think the department wanted ta know who 

actually formed the meeting how it was 

formed, how these officials - when they traced, 

I think they were searching for Sibisi. I went 

to Nangoma for a meeting at the stadium with 

all other chiefs. There was a certain meeting. 

I am forgetting what this meeting was for. But 

the officials were there. I was called by one 

of the 11 abasakazi 11 
- radio announcer-s the old 

man K.E. Masinga, and I went to him. He said, 

"Mr. Sibisi, I am calling you in. There are two 

gentlemen who want to see you. 11 Those were two 

secretaries from Pretoria, Mr Coetzee was one 

of them. He lost as a Chief Bantu Affairs 

(Commissioner in Pietermaritzburg). They said, 
11 Yes." 11 Gentleman, are you Sibisi?" I said, 

They said, "Glad to meet you but you will 

to be quick with this meeting and go back. 

have 

The 

government has decided to send somebody to you, 

to have a discussion with you. That is Mr van 

der Merwe from the Information Office, 

Pr~toria. He will be getting certain things. 

He is a ver-y bright man. Ver-y nice man but he 

is stammering and you should not worry about 

it. You will have to be quick, then. See that 

you get home, he might call in on you any 

time." And then, after the meeting I had to go 

back again. 

On my return home, I was once, early in the 

morning, I was in my shop, a gentleman from 

Pretoria came. But how he came, he told me 

that he is from Pretoria. He dropped from his 
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aeroplane at Piet Retief, then made it in a car 

and he went to the Stanger Street Magistrate's 

Court where he enquired about me and he was 

told by the Magistrate, Mr Elson, that he did 

not know this man - i.e. myself. He told me 

that he had told the Magistrate that "You mean 

to tell me that I am from Pretoria to look for 

a man in your area and you do not know this 

Sibisi? 11 The Magistrate said, "Na, I would be 

telling lies. I do not know this man." 

Mr Elson asked Sgt Gumede and said, "Sgt 

Gumede, do you know anything about a man called 

Henry Sibisi ? 11 Sgt Gumede said, "No, he is 

doing marriages here. He is the man at Kwa 

Mashu who is doing all the people in the area 

there. He is doing marriages here. You see we 

cannot allocate houses to people who are not 

married. So every Wednesday, he is always 

here." 11 Sgt, you have helped me. Take this 

gentleman to Mr Sibisi", the Magistrate said. 

So, they came to KwaMashu, this is my shop, in 

·c· Section. 

When they came to ~c· Section, Gumede told me 

that he had brought this man and related the 

whole story and asked where we can meet and I 

told him that I have my office. He said 11 What 

about that school?" and he asked the teacher-s, 

Mr Ngcobo, and said "Teacher Ngcobcr, you have 

to make a holiday. We are using this place." 

So we had discussions with this man. He is a 

ver-y good man but stammering. He told me, he 

said to me, 11 Gentleman, I am one of the 
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brightest men among the government servants 

here and amongst my section. That is why I 

have been made to meet you. We have been told 

about you that you are also like me, the other 

side. Now you will have to be free with me. I 

am also free with you. Now, I want to know how 

you happened to get Inkatha. Then I related 

the story I told you. I said you had a man, 

Mr Mthembu, the informer. "Mthembu came to me 

and he wanted to know anything about things. 

Well, I said before you tell me anything, you 

will have to give me again - meet my trouble 

again, I aJ1l committed." "Do you know anything 

about Inkatha?" he said. He said, "No man, 

forget about Inkatha. Forget about Inkatha. 

Inkatha is a simple thing. I will leave it to 

you now. 11 Then I started trying to get the 

Inkatha. I related the whole story. 
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The gentleman from Pretoria said, "No, you mean 

the copy of the Inkatha from Pietermaritzburg?" 

I said "yes". He said, "You have revealed al 1 

about your trouble and you have shown that you 

are an honest man because you have agreed that 

you stole Inkatha (papers) with the hope that 

if you are jailed anytime you will say "well 

,you know the government is our father, he has 

just kept it for us." There is nothing you can 

say about it but it is only that if the 

government has got it, he will give it to us. 

"Now I am telling you the honest fact that you 

are going to get the Inkatha now. The proper 

Inkatha. I am going to give you one copy to be 

yours and the other copy will be for the 

Ingonyama. When I go to Pretoria, expect a 

registered letter." That is how.I got the 

original memorandum of the Inkatha. It had 

ribbons. Sealed stamp on. I had a copy and 

then the other copy I gave to the Paramount 

Chief and then the Paramount Chief gave it to 

our Chief Minister. Of course that was the 

head. Well, that time then I knew that my job 

was finished with this Inkatha business because 

the memorandum was there. My job was ended. 

The part of it could be traced by the great 

man. The great man was the only one that we 

had because Buthelezi, with me, had all the 

qualities that the Zulus wanted. With me, 

politics - the parties are four: the Paramount 

Chief, council forms of any person that the 

chief is interest of or approves of, a certain 
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number, that includes princes, cousins or 

anybody in the public who is Paramount Chief 

second, to me are the princes - or Abantwana 

that is what they are called in Zulu. Those of 

Indlunkulu, all of them - those of Royal blood. 

It is not Salomon only when we speak of 

Solomon, we speak of one man - we are speaking 

about Zulus - the chain of Abantwana with us 

Zulus, is a big crowd now, they are many, 

the proper Abantwana, of Senzangakhona. 

i.e. 

They 

have to be recognised as a certain party too. 

Secondly, we have chiefs there are original 

chiefs and the present chiefs are mixed now. 

Brighter people have been appointed. And the 

third, with me, are any bright people, i.e. 

ministers, teachers, professors, whoever is 

bright that the public can appoint as one of 

the councillors, representing the public. Now 

when I test the thing, I find that Buthelezi is 

in the office of the Queen, automatically 

calls - because Mntwana Magogo is the head of 

us, the other side. So Buthelezi simply comes 

in the Paramount Chief's - he is just like a 

chief. When I say he is a councillor of the 

chief, I mean he is a King. When I say 

Buthelezi is an Umtwana, you can agree with me 

because Mntwana Magogo is the mother ta our 

man. And then, thirdly, Buthelezi is a chief. 

Buthelezi is a learned man. The qualification 

say we can take any learned man, and a gifted 

man he has all the qualities. So to compare, 

if I were to be asked 11 Who can you choose? 11 
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automatically I would say, 11 We have this man". 

I mentioned this to the authorities, whoever 

touched me, I said "We have only one man that 

God has given us. He has all the qualities and 

to me there is always the fear that if this man 

could disappear, how can we move at present? 

We are in the mist." Some people will not 

understand. If Buthelezi was a rough man, 

blood would be flying all over. But because he 

has all the qualities, he plays his part. If 

he was to be a King, he can be a King. If he 

wants to be a prince, he can be a prince. If 

he wants ta be a chief, he can be a chief. If 

he wants to be a Christian, he can be a 

Christian. He is anything. So he fits al 1 

over. At present KwaZulu is pulled. The 

leader is not an ordinary man who has been 

chosen by the people. He is chosen even by the 

new spirit that I have spoken about. That is 

how I can put it with Inkatha. 

Well, the Inkatha papers were posted by Mr van 

der Merwe. On their arrival I had Mntwana 

Sithela ka Manqina with me. He was the 

chairman of the Paramount Chief's council. I 

was the secretary. He was the chairman after 

Mntwana Phika ka Sitheku, the original man. 

So, when I opened these the old man had died 

but the new man cried. He said, "How did you 

do it?" I said "Is that no given by the 

authorities properly? I had to speak properly 

and open my heart and they also wanted to know 

who I was and I told them; they were friends 
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to me and then I was given." Let's come to the 

play now - it is like an Indian man who was 

carrying apples, vegetables and other nice 

fruits. At the front of the paramount house in 

Parliament there is a big African man with a 

big knobkerrie, stopping anyone who comes to 

the front do•:Jr. 

Well, gentlemen, I managed to get the Inkatha 

papers and after getting them that was the end 

of part of my message by the African people or 

the members of the KwaZulu people because we 

had that worry of the memorandum of Inkatha in 

the hands of the government, haw to get it, how 

to about with it, approaching the government. 

Nat to 11 gebenga 11 rob, but the proper way 

because the Inkatha, at that time it was not a 

joke. But in the Inkatha, again, with me now,/ 

it is now more. God has just revealed that. 

When I speak of Inkatha, I am no more speaking 

about the Zulu. 

Why couldn't people like Chief Buthelezi then 

approach the government about the documents? 

Who could do it? and how? There is this 

secret of the way to go about it. You see. 

Buthelezi has been approved of now by 

everybody. They his personality. But during 

that time people could not understand him. He 

was very rough. Naturally, as a chief and of 

Royal blood. You see, during my time I used to 

scold him. I could see that he was of Shaka's 

what-you-call, but as the time goes on, God has 
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helped me and I have also been praying that God 

will help me that the man should take his 

position. 

What do you mean 11 rough 11 ? 

When I say he is rough, I mean he cannot stand 

any - when he feels that a thing is not in a 

good position, e.g. I remember the day when he 

took up. There was a little argument. I was 

present. The Minister said, this is when he 

was installed as Minister, "Now that the Zulus 

are given freedom free without blood." There 

was some argument. He said, 11 No man, I do not 

believe it. It does not appear even in the 

Bible. I still expect blood. 11 Then the 

Minister said, "No, not with us, Buthelezi. 11 

Up to now I have been tracing this thing, 

following Buthelezi, following this. You see, 

God has been revealing these things, revealing 

them very slowly. I have just been following 

him. He said, 11 No, I do not see that there is 

freedom of anything without blood." But he was 

promised by that official that there would be 

no blood. Buthelezi said that that would be a 

miracle with him because he had not seen 

even in the Bible. I know that he is born 

this 

of 

the high personality people of Zululand, people 

of Shaka. Mostly they have blood of that kind 

but God in heaven turned this century of ours. 

[Section omitted] 

Mostly we had ministers and the thing was 

properly controlled. The government also 

helped in everything. So everyone was very 
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happy on that day. It is only that a snake was 

seen that day. I think in this case, Buthelezi 

after the campaign, because there was little 

argument about Buthelezi because he came in. 

You see our African leader here, were mostly 

from Cape. But we had this man, Dr Seme, 

brighter than all. Cape had same leaders. Now 

the man that was actually leading •••.•. (end of 

tape.) 

I was still very young when Dr Seme organised. 

He included everybody in South Africa. So, 

during this time he was the head of, not 

Inkatha, but the ANC. He was the leader, but 

Dr Dube was old. There was a little friction. 

Dr Dube was not happy that Seme takes up. He 

was younger. Dr Dube was old. Dube was also 

learned by Dr, Seme was a graduate. Dube was 

not a graduate. But he was a leader. The 

first leader. There was this argument about 

the ANC. After Dube there was argument with 

Mr Champion. Mr Champion became very popular 

after the ICU. Since the ICU was a strong 

organisation coming after the ANC, then 

Champion had many people on his side and Dube 

set and Champion took up. Then after that, 

people were complaining about Champion because 

he was an ICU, he had his followers. There was 

a split. Most of them said, 11 No, we must have 

a new leader." Well there was an argument, 

there was a day of the elections and· then 

Luthuli took over and Champion fell. 

Did people remember Champion from the ICU days 

when they elected for Luthuli? 
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Yes. Those people during Champion's time 

they were a crowd, just like Inkatha today with 

our chief. So he had a big group but the ICU 

people fell when Luthuli took over. Luthuli 

had all the Christians and learned people, 

mostly. 

When was that? 

I cannot remember. [1952] 

Who did you vote for? 

I was with Luthuli. It was too funny. 

Champion knows me. He knew that I was with the 

Youth League. 

You were with the Youth League? 

We were one. 

When is this? 

All of Clermont Residents Association was with 

the cry . "Vukani Bantu! 11 That was it living 

here in Clermont. This is the new Africa. It 

was not Champion but us. We must start 

developing. To take our people into the 

promised land. Champion knew me. When the 

election was there for Luthuli he was cross. 

All the people were shouting and Champion says 

"Yes so I know you know. 

Luthuli. This is Sibisi." 

[section omitted] 

Your hand was for 

Talking about burials, when did the burial 

clubs start? Remember the "White Shirts 11 ? 

No, those were small organisations. But this 

was a big burial for everybody. It included 

all churches. Even people who did not go to 

church. The burial was declared to be done by 
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any minister with no argument of the church

goer. So they agreed to that and KwaMashu 

turned to be like that. 

Paulpietersburg is where I was barn. The time 

is very long. But I have still got a plot at 

Paulpietersburg, Emncelweni. There was my aunt 

there wham I used td visit and see my home. My 

home was never transferred to anybody. It was 

just left an my father's name because when I 

got at I simply took my father there. All 

people of Paulpietersburg made a big raw. They 

said 11 Haw Sibisi can go away? 11 Those were the 

white people. Well, I said "I am taking him ta 

the place that I have bought." His lot was 

still there. The new location, Bilanyani, 

where people are fighting -that is where people 

were ta be moved. 

I was the pioneer of that because KwaMashu is 

under Durban. So we could not farm any 

association because it meant amend the Board 

and the Local Authorities' law. I made that 

split. I just want to fallow what exactly 

happened. I was from Clermont. I had an idea 

that KwaMashu was the Bantu area because I had 

made some little studies about it - how it was 

found. There was a time when the government 

said we must have a place, a very close place 

to Durban where we can put these people, you 

know push them out. So it was found that there 

was a small spat at Duff's Raad,·where the ANC 

under Dr Dube was CinandaJ, bought. A small 

piece of land, very small. So that piece of 
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land was in Mr Campbell's area. So the vote 

was that it should be bought from him. Then 

the Town Council paid so KwaMashu was under the 

government, first and then the City Council. 

As we went in we thought it would be free from 

Durban but later it was decided that it should 

be under the administration of the Durban City 

Council. So KwaMashu had that question. I had 

that influence of Clermont, a big place where I 

had organised where I had made many things, 

where I moved without anybody. So, with that 

influence, I am now here, I am starting to make 

my trouble. When I came here, Conca said, 11 No 
' 

man, there is Mr Champion, if we want to be 

anything, we will have to come under the Board. 

We will have to join the Board." I said, "No, 

this is a Bantu Township". Mr Champion was 

told that this is the man, he is speaking of a 

committee, a Ratepayers' Committee that is free 

from the City Council. Mr Champion said, "All 

right, how is he going to pay his people?" 

Well, I had that committee. I just remember 

when Mr Bourquin said "These people are doing 

very well." 

So you had your committee already? Yau started 

your own committee? 

Well yes. At KwaMashu I happened to be just 

because I was under the chief - I was a little 

bit popular - just because I am contacting the 

Paramount Chief. So mast of the things were 

recognised and, of course, thr-ough the 

leadership ·that I had done before. When I was 
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at KwaMashu I influenced different wards to 

form the committee. There is A, E, etc. These 

things started when I was just starting up. 

And then I took a small shop, a tearoom in E 

Section. I had my home there. 

Where about. On a hill? 

No, right down. There was an old Inanda road. 

It is not there now. You see, I was just down 

and Mbutho was just on top. During that time 

then I started to be under these organisations. 

This is when I started this welfare. It was 

Mrs Sibisi promoting it and of course I was 

organising because there was still trouble 

about these young people, the Zamokuhle Bantu 

Child Welfare, by Mrs Sibisi. 

And Mrs Mnguni took it? 

No, it was very late. 

it in Pretoria it 

Until we had to register 

came late. I said to 

Mrs Sibisi, "You are so busy now, Mrs Sibisi. 

You have not got time. We have this lady, 

Mrs Mnguni, who is very bright and they are 

well-to-do. They will be able to cover some 

other things and I have no time." The thing 

was fully registered. We went to her. She 

took it. Mrs Sibisi is a Life President of 

Zamokuhle. The City Council was just told that 

it had been registered. The lady, 

Mrs Laviopierre, was the chairman. Then it 

went on until it had all its movements and 

whatever came because· Mrs Sibisi opened a 

banking account, everything, all office work, 
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complete. When Mrs Mnguni took over, even the 

committees. Sa that was Zamokuhle. 

E Section. 

It was at 

And I was moving this side, farming committees. 

There was this death caused by the railway 

disaster - and there was these movements. You 

know during that time there was this Luthuli's 

matter - people talking about freedom - the 

congress was moving but it was a movement it 

was not actually congress but people from 

Mkhumbane you know. But all the influence was 

congress. 

What were they? 

It was congress because Mr Mnguni was there. 

He was a congress man. You see, Mrs Mnguni and 

others were under the congress. They were too 

hat. I had ta cut them. 

Who were the other people? 

Mast of the people at ~<waMashu were the 

congress people. Francis Dlamini but he was 

still young at the time. Mr Moeli, yes, but at 

the time he was still free. I made the 

officials to recognise because these people 

would make trouble here and then they wanted to 

attack and they really wanted ta attack. I was 

just in the middle. I just wanted these people 

to make a way to approach this one (points at 

Mr Bourquin). He knows it. I was made to 

contact Mr Bourquin through Mbutho. 

great trouble during that time. 

Was congress strong then? 

There was 
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Very strong, but it was under pressure because 

it was just after Mandela had gone. Mandela 

and others. I know the PAC. I was concerned 

with the'ANC. 

You say it was after Mandela left? 

Yes and others. You sea, a group was taken by 

aeroplane. 

And that was the start of Umkhonto? 

Umkhonto followed. They were criticising each 

other, saying this one is too slow and then get 

their leader. It was during that time that 

people from Mkhumbane came. They were so 

worrying because 

what they wanted. 

they could not get 

Anything that was 

e:<actly 

trouble, 

they had something to do with it. That is when 

we were bombed with Mbutho. 

Were you bombed as well? 

No, they were bombing me because Mbutho, 

Mkhwanazi, my councillors, were my people. It 

was not easy for me to be bombed because I was 

covered by most of their people. Most of the 

people were on my side. I used to help them, 

give them houses, marriages, burials. I had 

influence. So Dlamini was very close to me. 

Francis Dlamini. He was always in trouble with 

his missus. They were still very young. He 

used to come to me when I was still in E 

Section. His wife used to come to Mrs Sibisi 

and say 11 Francis is ~~orrying me. I am thinking 

of a divorce." 

Why did they want to get a divorce? 
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They were still very young then. Then I was 

"nursing 11
• In fact, I found that there was 

nothing terribly bad, it was only that a man 

cannot be patient. If you are too patient, you 

will find that the world will not agree with 

you. 

The KwaMashu Residents' Committee in 

different wards, we had chairmen - at E Section 

I proposed to have a chairman and all the 

sections. In fact I had that chance because it 

was starting. I had that little monopoly. I 

had my man Mbutho, my man Mhlongo. All the 

people that were elected there were in my ward. 

I was at sea and the sea was very strong. That 

was too close to me, so that all the wards were 

copying. 

What did the congress use to attack you? 

They were attacking the government or 

official. the suspicion was that I was 

sel 1-out. "Why Sibisi can do anything?" 

Sibisi is he able to go to Pretoria and 

back the Inkatha? 11 "How can he register 

any 

the 

"Why 

bring 

all 

these things?" Mr Mnguni used to say that 

Sibisi can do anything. That mayor that has 

died (Mtolo) used to say that you can send 

Sibisi anywhere. He will not fight. He will 

just bring that thing to you. He will be quiet 

and he will go. 

And Mtolo was in the ANC? 

No, he was in the shops. He was in the ANC, I 

must say, Mtolo and others. Most of them. 

Mnguni was in tao. 
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Mtolo had a shop? 

Mtolo had a shop. Mnguni had a shop and many 

other big shots. But I just because I was the 

chairman of the shopowners, they had to see 

that they should listen to what I was telling 

them. I had that influence. I could help 

them. I was able to handle the big shots. 

That was Maphumulo, big shot man, one of the 

richest men in KwaMashu. I could handle Mtolo, 

handle all of them. I used to go down to 

Sibonelo (High School) and make prayers with 

Maphumulo, my friend. I remember one day when 

I said to my brother, 11 Sibisi, how God does not 

reply. 11 And my brother said that we must go 

and pray. I said that I was tired about the 

big shots, when you tell them to be one, they 

simply look at you and laugh. But one day I 

spoke to them, they agreed to form a body. I 

said, "Mtolo what is to be the name of the 

body?" And Mtolo said it was going to be the 

KwaMashu Licensed Traders' Association. The 

body was formed. The first chairman was I 

cannot remember whether it was Mtolo or 

Mr Conca. In any way, it was one of them. I 

told them that we were not going to vote. "We 

wi 11 take peap 1 e as they are. 11 Each man' ·:S 

talents must help us here. Conca has been in 

lawyers' offices. He is enlightened in the 

legal work of it. Mr Mtolo has been a leader 

in the ANC and other things. Maphumulo is not 

interested in politics and in anything but he 

has money. Mkhulushane has money. Sibisi on 
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the other side is a teacher. So and so is a 

minister, etc. So these people should take 

their shares. So after that we can elect. 

Shortly after that we visited other 

associations. We were called in Johannesburg 

for these mass meetings about the complaints 

from people in towns all over. Already the 

Chamber of Commerce in Johannesburg was in 

existence and they wanted to be a chamber now 

in Durban. I came down and I went to 

Mr Bourquin as a friend. "Mr Bourquin 

you draft me a memorandum?" Mr Bourquin 

he would make me a note and I had to go to 

could 

said 

the 

Chamber of Commerce, the junior. 

Gale Street offices. They told 

I went to the 

me that the 

matter was wider and they said I had to see the 

Chamber of Commerce, the chairman. I went 

there. They were happy. They drafted the 

memorandum and then we had the memorandum of 

the chamber and we then started. 

So it was the move. So we moved from KwaMashu 

Licence Traders· Association to Inyanda. In 

Inyanda I insisted that it should be a living 

body. I know about these companies. 

is really a thing that should 

A company 

e~<ist. I 

approach attorney, Mahala, he was not quite 

clear with the company. I said "No, I am going 

to help you. I am bLtying a book." It cost me 

about R17,00. Secretarial - I bought it 

showed it to him and told him how to register 

Inyanda. Inyand was registered. It went 

through. It was a living body now. 
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I think it must have just before you moved into 

KwaMashu in 1958 - weren"t you part of a group 

named after the Zulu elders' head ring? 

Isicoco. There was a committee, recognised by 

the City Council and the KwaMuhle. That body 

was not in ,at KwaMashu. KwaMashu has a 

Residents' Committee. Because there was some 

argument, there was 

between this committee 

a little split again 

and Isolomuzi. We had 

to stop it and the Residents· Committee stood 

up because some other people said that we will 

have ta be under the regulations of the town. 

Most of them 

places. They 

were from Baumannville and other 

wanted to join the Board. I 

said, "No, at l<waMashu there has to be only one 

committee, the Residents· Committee. We can"t 

force the Bantu Administration to take us but 

our affairs will via them because there is no 

other way. But we will have to work on our 

own. 11 Then I was very lucky. There was this 

dispute of the Board with the Administration 

offices and a lot of ANC members. Mr Champion 

had that spirit again and all the members 

mostly. They split. Mr Bourquin said, "No, 

the Residents' Committee is the best body. 11 

The Board split? 

The Board split now. There was too much 

politics whenever they had meetings. But I was 

able to control my body. Whenever we had 

meetings we were able to discuss things fairly. 

The Director said "We now recognise the 

Residents· Committee and not the Isolomuzi. 11 
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The Residents' Committee now must be paid. We 

had a share. The Bantu Administration offices 

gave us a share. This time Sibisi had Mhlonga, 

Mbutha and others. Sa this split of the ANC, 

the people said "these are the sell-outs but 

they can do anything", just like Buthelezi and 

the government today. I had that privilege. 

Now, what I did is to do everything to help 

them. I did my best ta help them. Mrs Mnguni, 

with the shops; Mtola getting the shops and 

many others - congressmen. They found that 

they are happy under the administration of the 

Durban City Council. Things were so smooth. 

So I was free ta go there and come back. 

And the other body? The Isicocd? 

The Isicoco sank when we were in KwaMashu 

because it was from - just like the stadium. 

Yau see, I claimed that the stadium should no 

longer be administered by the Bantu 

Administration office. There was a dispute. I 

just want to compare what you are saying now. 

I said "I am the Mayor here. I have my 

councillors. I decide all the affairs." They 

said, "No, finance? The funds belong to the 

City Council." I said that the area belongs to 

me. Sithela agreed with me. He said "This 

thing happened when our grandfathers were still 

kings of the land. One day, a wife's child 

belonging to the other house, cattle from the 

small hou?e were given to the bigger house. 

When there was a wedding in the small house, 

the father made it go through the big house. 
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There was a dispute because they knew that the 

right was for the small one. All the cattle 

and the property of the small house should have 

been done on the small house. That why I say 

that the Bantu Administration Committee had to 

give up the stadium because we proved that 

KwaMashu should now handle the stadium. It had 

been built there, we organised it, we did all 

and when it came to the administration of the 

place - Mr Bourquin said to Sithela "You must 

not forget that you are a servant here. You 

are now revealing to Sibisi that we are dealing 

with Sibisi. 

Sithela said, 

Sibisi is not our servant." 

"I am the man of the Royal 

house." What happened is that KwaMashu started 

to hate the Administration offices. The time 

the old man came, 

KwaMashu. He needs 

not pay a penny when 

the time. 

The football team. 

Sibisi was 

all these 

I went to 

When did it 

the Mayor 

rights. I 

the stadium 

start? 

of 

did 

al 1 

We took over some from Durban. We formed the 

So up to now there is this 

but that Durban something 

others this side. 

Durban something 

did not dissolve because Durban was always the 

owners of the stadium in Durban. It was a 

home. Now, I said 11 Durban is ours now. We are 

all one. So KwaMashu stadium is for KwaMashu 

and all the teams belong to KwaMashu. So the 

stadium came into the hands of the KwaMashu 

committee. 

Stadium. 

During 

He was 

that time 

my chairman 

it 

and 

was Phika 

later it 

became known as Princess Magog□ stadium. 
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When you spake right now about the ANC. Did 

you have any troubles with SACTU? 

We had troubles. In fact if I was not keen it 

would have gone far, far, far. You see, during 

my time, I had all the time to see that the 

split, very early, the split. I was not 

attacking anybody, either the ANC but when I 
see that this man is too much of I 

give him his partner who will explain about it. 

So that during that when things were bad, as I 

told you that they wanted to bomb anything that 

belonged to an African to whatever African that 

has not joined the ANC - whoever had not joined 

the ANC, was supposed to be a sell-out. That 

is their policy. So that all the time they had 

to look and see if you worked together with the 

ANC. In so much that, in most of the things, 

even with the big man, one could see that we 

were not in good terms because I really did not 

hate the ANC but the way they approached. I am 

so happy that God helped me. The leader today 

is able to approach. 

You haven't yet said that piece about• the 

congress split?? You remember that saying you 

had - when you talk about the approach of 

congress and it is not a living body. 

about that. 

Talk 

I was speaking to Dr Seme. He was convinced. 

I said to him, "You see the City Council and 

the government are the living bodies. They are 

registered. 

accepted. 

They are recognised. They are 

You see the ANC is not accepted 
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<affected). That is why I say, if you test a 

living thing, it eats and it dies. The ANC 

cannot die. The City Council can die. The 

government can die. The ANC cannot die because 

it has never existed. 

Sa what is it? 

It is a spirit. If you studied you will find 

that it is all over, even overseas. Even a man 

that is not interested, he will find himself 

inside. Haw? No one knows. You see, this .is 

wonderful. I have just told that the school 

nearby here has be~n closed. I do not know 

why. We do not know what is happening. How 

can you know it? You are a living person. 

When you come to this thing when you pray 

here, make a strong prayer, then the spirit 

stops because you are in the spirit now. But 

when you handle it, you will never get it 

because it is not living. But it can damage. 

How did congress attract people ta get ~upport? 

To organise it, you can people who are in 

trouble. You see, once a man is in trouble you 

come and tell him that you can help ~im, he 

will join you straight away and you will speak 

as you go. 

What kind of trouble? 

Anything. If you fail to give him food. If 

your child is not in good terms with you, he 

can came and say 11 <inaudible) 11 That is the 

only thing. That is why I hate the ANC because 

it was promising, saying, "we are going to do 

this and this to you, etc. 11 and this things 
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won't come, up to today. There is nothing that 

you can point out that the congress has done 

for the people. Maybe the congress may ask 

this question "How can we do it, we have an 

opposition, the government is really against 

us." The government has got its own cover. We 

can not run away on that. Well, there are many 

things that we point out that the government is 

not fair on such and such a thing. But when it 

comes to - the ANC people should make it - they 

must search for the way to approach the 

government, they must convince the government. 

That this is correct, not to force it because 

they have now power. I say the ANC leaders 

haven't got the way to approach. I have been 

telling you about Inkatha - taking inkatha from 

the government. I was not a sell-out man. I 

was on the clear. Buthelezi has just joined 

the government at the moment and said "Let us 

sit down and discuss." 

If you are in trouble, for instance, just now I 

need some money. If you say you will bring me 

R20,000 next week and you ask me to join you, I 

will join you. Shouldn't I, gentlemen. Say I 

have a friend of mine, whom I know to know very 

rich people and who can listen to him, because 

they will ask him about the security. "What is 

the security? We are willing to help this man 

but what is the security?" and the gentleman 

will say "he has the security, there is a 

letter from the government that he must buy. 

You all make him sign that this will not belong 
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to him until he pays back. The value of thing 

is over that. But he is lucky because he has 

the document. We are buying it for him. If he 

fails then we take it. I just mean things like 

that. (section omittedi 

I said the ANC promises. This is bad with the 

ANC. It has never promised anything to me 

because all the time I have not been very much 

acquainted, it is only that my people were 

members of the ANC. But they knew.that a man 

like Sibisi will not take anything. So they 

must have hated me. I did not have time. 

Talking about you trying to get on well with 

the people of KwaMuhle. Do you remember the 

times when you and Mr Mbutho used to go to 

Mr Bourquin's house? 

There is a time when Mr Bourquin had had it. 

It was terrible at the time. I was not very 

much acquainted with Mr Bourquin. But Mbutho 

is the man that traced him. How he got 

Mr Bourquin - I think there was •..••••• , I do 

not know how because he had no connections 

there. He happened to 

"Man you are in trouble. 

tell Mr Bourquin 

People want to 

that 

burn 

the whole Bantu Affairs Department but I have a 

man that straightens it and Mr Bourquin wanted 

to see me. 

So it was you that Mbutho was talking about? 

Yes. So we went to Mr Bourquin. In fact I had 

nothing to stop people to doing anything. I 

spoke as I am speaking to you. I had nothing 

to put in the hands of the Mr Bourquin; that 
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could cure him there and then. But it was only 

steady work as a man in the head if he could 

only give me a chance to administer certain 

things. Mr Bourquin handles things the right 

way. Say for instance, if the Board sat down 

for discussions of things, say we want a shop -

a member of the ANC wants a shop - wel 1 they 

are on a look-out whether Mr Sibisi will 

(recommend) - I would say "We will have ta get 

a way to approach Mr Bourquin. There is 

nothing. The authorities are quite agreeable. 

It is only that we fail to approach them." 

Once I prove it, the man has got a shop. It 

happened many times and I told Manay, many of 

them. They would say "Here is a leader". Even 

today, if we can get a man - because people are 

in trouble, members of the congress have got 

their own trouble. They need a person that 

could help them. If you are not able to help 

them, you are useless. That spirit will take 

them. I was not bombed, personally because I 

had many people looking after me, people I had 

helped. You see, what is important today is 

if the government - not the sell-outs - if you 

have sell-outs, that's not goad - is to get a 

man with authority. You know I helped 

KwaMashu. I had that small authority from the 

authorities. I 

KwaMashu because 

had a chance of 

I was given 

controlling 

that small 

authority. I am able to control this area, the 

Mthethwa area, that is why all the "maphoyisa" 

(tribal constables) come here, because that 
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know that if any trouble comes, I can press a 

button here. I have demarcated all the 

Indunas. They are all under my hand. I have 

committees for the chief. So if any nice thing 

comes - these days they have been called for 

bonuses, yesterday I went~to court to see that 

they all get it. I found out that there are 

monies that are not going to get through. Some 

of the Indunas called me and said "Sibisi, are 

all the Indunas going to get money?'' They are 

not present when thus was announced. I told 

them that all Indunas must get money. They are 

the Indunas. We must prove that we are not 

deceiving them. Once they get the money, we 

have not sold them and they are not selling 

anybody. But it is fairness between us. So 

when we have trouble we will go to the Induna 

and say "Please help us". They will be able to 

help us. 

The government is a body 

But it is a similar body. 

but it 

But 

is not 

fails 

God. 

to 

follow exactly because it is where there is a 

clash with God. If a man is given powers, 

should not exceed those powers. Once 

exceed the powers, then you are out of 

railway. So there is no one to control a 

I cannot control my man. 

he 

you 

the 

man. 

Chief Luthuli people used to respect him a 

lot. 

At the time? 

At the time. 
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Luthuli gained popularity because - you know 

there are some times, e.g. Champion gained the 

chiefs because he played that part. So he had 

the chiefs. Once he had the chiefs, he had the 

public. And Luthuli had the educated people, 

ministers and all. They had their leaders 

of course some of the chiefs were caught. 

Luthuli had his time to test. Congress 

tested during those times. He won the 

What he did was agreeable to the public 

everybody was happy. 

With what? 

and 

Then 

was 

test. 

and 

It was the time that the government was really 

against it now. Luthuli as a chief, he should 

have <resigned) - as a sample to everybody as a 

leader. He proved many things that there is 

nothing that he cannot sell. He cannot to 

anything, he is what - Buthelezi now - let me 

tell you now of the new man - I have told you 

of his quality - he can play anything. He 

taken an aeroplane, he can take a car, he can 

take anything - well, that is God's gift. Can 

you still remember that I told you that he is 

everything. He sometimes - he keeps close to 

me, as a brother and as a friend. He used to 

tell me 11 Idlozi 11 (ancestor). I said 11 I am 

agreeable to that. But I have not forgotten 

that you are of Royal blood. My grandfather 

knew all about your father and the King. So I 

do not play over. You should not be tempted to 

do it. I know that the learned people, the 

graduated forget. With me I have all the 
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powers. God has given me more. I have not 

forgotten that I can mak.e wanders. But I pray 

ta God and say "God, do not do it. That will 

be too much. I will make myself a lunatic or 

perhaps even worse because the powers 

here. II I say today I need this money, 

perhaps you will find that when you come 

there is everything. How, where? Well, 

are 

but 

here, 

they 

know. KwaMashu and other people know. It is a 

miracle with me •. When I am telling you about 

the Inkatha memorandum, in Parliament, locked, 

in Pietermaritzburg, I am not telling yarns and 

my people on earth, they can study the way to 

approach God. 

Then we have won. 

Of course, it is difficult. 
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INTERVIEW WITH MR H C SIBISI 

Interviewer: 

Translator: 

Location: 

Date: 

Mr IL Edwards 

Mr CDS Mbutho 

Patane 

22 October 1986 

That is what our government did. Otherwise the 

government is bad. They changed it a little 

bit, they put it on the commercial side. That 

company is registered. It is called BIC. Of 

course the Parliament agreed that during the 

time when we were released, in fact, 

Dr Verwoerd said "that treasure must be in the 

hands of the BIC". 

What should be in the hands of the registered 

body? 

The Bantu Trust was the registered body so it 

could not be taken by any African or anyone. 

But, in fact the government was departing now. 

So it was suggested that it be taken by fhe BIC 

because the BIC was the only body that was a 

company. It was an agent as it is the agent 

today. I am telling you this gentlemen because 

you are here. 

is not nice. 

I am sorry gentlemen because it 

People are not happy. My 

government is also not happy. There are things 

that they have done. The BIC handled the Bantu 

Trust and then when we were given that, instead 

of giving us the balance sheet of how much they 
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had been holding, they had that company. That 

company has never produced a balance sheet ta 

us. 

That meeting - was it far Prof. Olivier or was 

it for Rev. Stander? 

In that meeting there 12 professors. Those 

professors were the body of (indistinct). I do 

not know how they met. It is just like me and 

Mbutho. They were advising the government 

mostly -because they all learned people. 

Mr Bourquin was one of them. He was the head 

in Durban. He prepared a room for me to meet 

these people. I said I could not meet them all 

by myself, somebody must be present. He said I 

was not allowed. I said 11 ! have got a friend. 11 

That is when you went along? 

Yes, that is right. 

From 6 to 7, we were discussing these matters. 

They queried. They wanted to knm~ whether the 

government was still in the right place or is 

it correct that the government - or how do I 

admire Bantu Authorities. I said "Well, 

professor. It is so difficult for me. You see 

the government has 11 put the pig in the sack" 

(in Zulu this means that it is very difficult 

to criticise a thing when it is hidden from 

you - 11 when it is in the sack"). I said to 

them that I wanted ta see everything. 

interesting. (section omitted) 

It is 

I have been appointed by the chief to collect 

all the monies from his people. There are more 

than ... (indistinct). This is a hive. So, my 
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Indunas are 42. I have got to get the lowest 

person to be helped. I mean in my area here. 

To get the lowest person, I must get my Indunas 

in each ward - these are my Indunas - {shows a 

printed sheet of paper everything must be 

printed. 

Induna 

Each ward can be occupied by an 

I have this Luke Mgenge - he is at 

KwaNoduma. Mxosheni Mthethwa is at Ekulimeni -

Philani Msane is at Mdungandlovu. These 

Indunas must have all the secretaries, 

treasures, the police to summon people, i.e. 
11 justice department". The work of the induna 

are these departments here; the department of 

administration, community affairs, works, 

education, agriculture, justice and Inkatha. 

This the work of each ·rnduna. You see, each 

person in the area here, is affected in same of 

these things. One is sick, one is old, one 

needs this and one needs that. All is 

controlled here. The Induna must see that each 

month, from January to December - that year 

you see all my Indunas used to meet on the 6th 

and make reports to the councillors on the 13th 

and the councillors to executive committee. 

The executive committee must form the agenda 

and that the meeting of the tribal authority 

and from this to court - the court here is the 

regional and then the KwaZulu government. You 

see all is wanted is - from the people to the 

Indunas, from the Indunas to the chief, from 

the chief to the regional and then to KwaZulu 

government. Each Induna has roads, schools, 



etc., they must know how many schools they 

need, what is the position of the roads, how 

many are dead, how many people are born, how 

many people have come, how many people have 

gone. This will help the KwaZulu government. 

There is no time to get to Gatsha. I am able 

to see what is really being demanded by the 

people here. <section omitted) 

The government has this small passage. The BIC 

made it but it was because of politics. But it 

is helping the government now because there is 

something that can be shown that "Well, we can 

do this for these people, it is only that they 

cannot handle these things properly 11
• Dr Seme 

got me from Chief Mini of Edendale. All those 

people were the founders of the ANC. Mini told 

Dr Seme that in Durban they had a man. This 

man (Dr Seme) was very close to me and in fact 

he is the one who made me wake up. He used to 

read literature. He built me up. That time I 

was able to help Clermont bring it to a certain 

stage and then brought up KwaMashu. Mbutho was 

always my hand and I am very happy that he is 

still living because most of these things I got 

from him. Live in a room where I was. But I 

remember the old man, father or Rev. Sivetye, 

where I lived. We were not brought in one 

place but just because to the same college. He 

was also the same man what I did, he did 

and what he did, I did. We were not influenced 

by anything. When we were outside here, just 

because he was at Amanzimtoti and I was at 
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Amanzimtoti, we started again. This was 

outside in life. He was a teacher and I was a 

demonstrator. I was from Swaziland and I had 

gone to many other places. Then we met. We 

started again at KwaMashu no, at Clermont. 

Sa at Clermont there was still some argument 

about who is going to take up because Clermont 

had no chief. People were buying plats. 

Mbutho had his awn place. People were very 

clever and very bright and some very learned 

people like Dr Mallinga and others good 

leaders - Mbutho 11 pakkies 11
, he was a Sotho or a 

Xhosa. He was a court interpreter. He was one 

of the clever people at Clermont at that time. 

He was the highest court interpreter. 

So everyone cduld be elected to take up. I was 

just new. As a demonstrator I had to leave the 

government department. When I came my friend 

Mbutho was there, my friend a teacher at that 

time. He had no time to be there {politics). 

But all were very bright. All wanted to take 

up. One of the brightest men, but he was not 

learned was Mabaso - he could fight. He said 

"No because you are all clever, let us take a 

policeman, a man that we can all use." Sithole 

said 11 Who is that?" Mabaso said 11 Get Sibisi 11
• 

He said "What can this man do? 11 He said 
11 Everyone will enjoy." Then I had to take up. 

When was that? 

In the forties. 

It was wonderful. It was just as I am doing 

now. I am sorry that the KwaZulu government 

cannot (inaudible). I would get a lot for 

them, a lot. They are not trained. 
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A vision came to me that I should demarcate the 

place, just like I have done here. I had 

Mvuzane - well already there was these names 

but we had to get committees. 

Yau mean there were names of different places? 

Yes. Like Mvuzane, the central ward, Umgeni 

and Indunduma. There were 4. These, I asked 

my people and I said to them, 1111 ! am a man that 

is gifted a leader." They really appreciated 

it when I said that we would make a second 

election. I told them that I would elect the 

people that they exactly wanted. I was just 

given that chance. I had Sibeko at Umgeni, a 

Shangaan a nyanga on the other side and at 

Central I had Thwala, the builder. At 

Indunduma there was Mavundla. Luckily these 

people listened to me. They could play my 

tune. When they went back to their 

they could tune their committees 

committees could tune the people 

was Clermont. 

committees 

and their 

and then it 

What were those people? 

workers? 

Were they ordinary 

They were ordinary people. That time when I 

contacted you, I did not mind whether you were 

a teacher, as long I suspected that you were 

talented - I could see that the man can run 

this place to get things moving. So we were 

able ta get people like Mbutho. Clermont was 

sorted out. It was so "trained" - compared to 

the rest of Natal. We had things that could 

go, things that we wanted. We lived there. It 
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And then dawn to Mkhumbane. 

to go to Mkhumbane. His 

I do not know, I was still very young. I 

wonder haw you came to that conclusion. I have 

written here: Mr Henry Caleb Sibisi, a former 

leader of Clermont Township and a farmer mast 

illustrious councillor of KwaMashu Township, 

now a subject of the Mthethwa tribe under the 

jurisdiction of Chief Mtemba Mthethwa, as 

tribal secretary of the Mhlane tribal 

authority, under KwaZulu. Mr Sibisi is now 

deeply involved in the affairs and the social 

and political development of this tribe. 

Mr Sibisi emigrated with his family in 1971, to 

escape the hustle and bustle of life in a 

typically congested native township surrounded 

by the squalor of the industrial slum where the 

poorest of the poor live and die as part of the 

87% of the South African population crammed up 

on 30% of the total land surface of South 

Africa. Whites occupy 13i. of the land. 

(Sibisi points to some people on a photograph. 

He points to Mr Mthethwa, the KwaZulu Minister 

of Justice; Biyela, chairman of the Tribal 

Chiefs of Nseleni. Nseleni is the head of all 

the Mthethwa Chiefs. See photograph no. 

Mr Sibisi lived in Clermont from about 1933. 

In 1930 I was in college -in 1931 I was in 

Swaziland and after Swaziland I joined the 

department (of agriculture) at Nqutu. I was 

transferred from Nqutu and by then I had bought 
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some plots at Clermont and I moved to Clermont. 

This was in 1931. I stayed in Clermont from 

1933 to 1954 when I moved to Cato Manor. 

Mbutho invited me to Cato Manor. I did not 

want to go there. 

Where did you stay in Cato Manor? 

Dabulamanzi - Road One - Dennis Shepstone 

Mt Carmel. 

Then from 1954 to 1958, did we shift together 

from Cato Manor to KwaMashu? 

I should think we moved together though one 

ward was moved at a time. 

you? 

In which ward were 

I was at Dabulamanzi. 

KwaMashu. 

fallowed us. 

In that 

We moved voluntarily ta 

case you should have 

This should be true but it was the same year 

1958. 

Did you own a shack at Mt Carmel? 

Yes and I owned a very big site at Dennis 

Shepstone Road. 

Yau were not renting a room from someone else? 

No at Cato Manor we were waiting to be 

transferred to somewhere else - to some place 

and we were able to go to KwaMashu. 

But you were not paying rent for a shack at 

Mt Carmel? From someone else, e.g. from some 

African who owned it? You owned your shack? 

I owned my shack. I was registered as a 

resident. At Cato Manor there were registered 

people who were the owners of the shacks and 
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promised to move so that if you had a shack and 

you were registered, you were given a place at 

l<waMashu. 

You were not running a shack shop though? 

No. 

My family and Sibisi's family were not moved by 

the corporation scheme. It was just announced 

that people should move - those who were able 

to move on their own were assisted to move and 

when they arrived at KwaMashu, they were not 

just allocated houses, they had to choose the 

area we preferred. We had the privilege. 

How did they let you choose? 

They gave you three or four numbers, at 

office and you had ta go and have a look at 

houses and the area. If you found the one 

liked, then it is yours. But after that 

the 

the 

you 

when 

people were all brought and they were forced, 

then they were given any houses. Some were 

given wood and iron structures. 

This is the time when I was Umfundisi, marriage 

officer for them. I had to register their 

marriages so they would qualify for houses. 

This was for people who stayed as husband and 

wife, people who were not married. They were 

known by a special name - Masihlalisane. 

These people had children born out of 

wedlock. They would not be separated as they 

had children and they needed houses. The 

prerequisite far qualifying for a house was 

that they be married. 

Why did they choose you to marry them? 
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I was the Secretary of the Paramount Chief's 

council. It was called the Ibandla Lenkosi and 

all the chances of being influential to the 

King. I had won the King's affection. That is 

why Buthelezi says the Mthethwa people are 

happy because they are living with me. 

Who was in that council? There must have been 

Sithela? 

Here is Sithela. 

Sithela is late now. Is he not? 

Yes. This is Makhwazi. Mr Mbutho and I 

proposed that have our own police at KwaMashu. 

There was some trouble. To control, to 

administer KwaMashu we had to deal together 

with the government and the government was not 

interested in that but we had to force the 

government. Nat by force but we used some 

influence and we did it. Sa we were given the 

reserves. The reserves that are now white. 

This man was a Qonda (vigilante: self-appointed 
11 po 1 iceman"> (Makwazi). These times were 

wild - cutting girls' hair and our police were 

not properly organised. Amongst them we had 

tsotsis and thieves, we did not know who was a 

tsotsi and who was not. Amongst them, and on 

Fridays when people were coming from shops and 

being searched, the tsotsis were doing the 

same - ta the Mfundisi's now. Now the people 

started complaining saying "No, no, no we can 

not have this way 11
• "Why is it that your 

reserves are now thieves? Instead of helping 

us they are stealing our monies". There were 
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-complaints and the District Commandant said 

"No, Sibisi and Mbutho, you are now interfering 

with the ,;iovernmen t I s work 11
• 

Did your police ever wear uniforms? 

No, they were 

wonderful was 

not in 

that 

uniform. 

after some 

But what 

time 

is 

the 

government instructed us to cut this thing 

(reserves) because there was trouble about 

reserves all the place, even in the Transkei. 

They said I was the source of all this I had to 

agree, even before the reserves were scrapped, 

that the whole concept was wrong. 

the founders. 

Then you stopped it? 

I was one of 

I was called by the sergeant. He asked me why 

people were dying - people were dying at 5 per 

night. He asked me what the query was. 

When did you start this police force? 

In the early sixties. 

Quite soon after people moved to KwaMashu? 

Yes. This was because there was trouble. It 

was during the hair stretching 

straightening era. The Zulus could not 

the girls straightening their hair. 

hair 

stand 

Mbutho 

could control in his ward. 

could not control his ward. 

This one (Makwazi) 

The trouble was 

that he could not control his police force. So 

the hair cutting spread all over Natal, 

Transvaal. People had to hide their hair. 

This even appeared in papers. 

So you say the tsotsis were doing it? 

The tsotsis were doing it under the guise of 

the police. 
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About this Qonda issue. This issue is cropping 

up again, e.g. at Esikhawini and eNseleni. 

There are the police reserves. They just stop 

you on the way, search you all over the body. 

They are harsh and undisciplined. 

At Clermont I had police, at KwaMashu, 

initially I had police but they were later 

given the name 11 reserves 11 by the District 

Commandant. They were now recognised. They 

underwent training. They did not wear 

armbands. They worked under the police. 

Sibisi's used to wear armbands but the police 

did not like it because it was not their idea. 

They, all the same, trained them. They had 

limited powers. They could not move along 

anyhow. Strangely, they wore ordinary police 

uniforms. 

In fact, I admire this part of the story. 

Why did you start the police farce again at 

KwaMashu? 

At Clermont we had the police farce just 

because of the administration. When we came to 

KwaMashu, there was this killing of people by 

the tsatsis so we were forced, as the heads of 

the township, to employ a police force. 

There was nothing like this in Cato Manor? 

No. It was wild place. 

Talking about Clermont and you starting the 4 

wards and things. Do you remember the group 

called the Daughters of Africa. 

Yes. 

What do you mean by that? 
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They were "Amadodakazi Ase-Africa". Those were 

women. We knew them though we did not work 

together although we did not interfere with 

their work. Their main aim was to keep young 

women busy the chastity of girls and all 

that. 

Help me with Inkatha. 

The Inkatha story has been given to me very 

clearly. It has been given to me very clearly 

indeed - it has many facets depending an haw 

you look at it. Actually God wants us to take 

part now and act. There are things that we are 

going to get. These will be like miracles. 

Inkatha is one of those things. It is deep. 

It is deeper than Buthelezi can fathom. This 

concern the nation and the Nationalist Party. 

(section omitted) 

Would you assimilate Inkatha to the Ibhunga in 

the Transkei? 

Yau see, Ibhunga was an ordinary body, a 

political body whilst with the Inkatha the King 

had every word of his involved. 

involved just like Buthelezi. 

high numbers. It had weight. 

Everybody was 

It comprised of 

The head was the 

King, Salamon. We are enjoying it today, we 

are happy to have our man Buthelezi heading 

Inkatha. He is looking at Inkatha on the same 

angle as Solomon. I told some government 

officials about this and also that Buthelezi 

have the qualities that very few people have. 

He is a chief, 

gifted leader, 

he is a learned person, he is a 

he is a Christian and is of 
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him. 

and 

other nations. There is an argument about this 

but we did not over any government. 

Is it not true that Solomon is the one who 

initiated Inkatha and, in fact, approached 

Jansen for the drawing of the memorandum? 

Yes. 

Is this why you say the Nationalist Party was 

the founder of Inkatha? 

Yes. 

I have heard that when King Dinizulu died in 

1913, the English people, after the Union, were 

still prejudiced against the Zulus because of 

the Anglo-Zulu war and Dinizulu was 

troublesome to the South African government. 

So that was when Dinizulu died, the English 

were hesitant in installing another Zulu king. 

It took them 3 years to decide on this issue. 

So when Solomon was finally installed, he was 

so restricted that he could not even talk to 

his people, or convene meetings. Now, it was 

because of this restriction that Solomon 

thought of Inkatha. Inkatha would express and 

get all the Zulus registered. So when he wound 

found, he was in one of these meetings. In 

fact, he was a patron. Sa Mr Sibisi - your 

interpretation 

founded by the 

suggesting that 

start the Inkatha? 

when you say 

Nationalists 

they influenced 

Yes, they influenced him. 

Inkatha 

are 

Solomon 

was 

you 

to 
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Solomon was not even a King but a Paramount 

Chief. He was just an ordinary chief of the 

Usuthu. They - the British - had made him an 

ordinary chief of the Usuthu so he did not have 

to think of himself 11 big 11
• This is when he 

thought he must form Inkatha. To have Inkatha 

recognised he had to ask Jansen to draw the 

constitution of Inkatha, to make the Inkatha 

more acceptable to the whites and the white 

government. 

Dr Jansen was a Nationalist. He had all the 

chances to influence the chief to bring a 

proper memorandum in the best possible way so 

that the wording would interfere with the 

government's policies. In fact, I am glad that 

Inkatha was registered -so it would be a 

recognised body. 

When you picked up this receipt - memorandum 

how did Buthelezi get Inkatha constitution. 

You say you showed this to Mr Mthembu - how did 

Buthelezi get the constitution? 

I had offices at Lakhani Chambers. I was a law 

agent. I had offices at Victoria Street and 

Ajmeri Arcade. In fact I had offices at 

Victoria Street, then Lakhani Chambers and 

finally at Ajmeri Arcade. 

Why did you move offices so often - were you 

being chased? 

You had to have a change of same because of the 

rental. 

New buildings were springing up. It was Lakhani 

Chambers that I had a lot of trouble. I was 

threatened. There were ANC offices. This is 
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where Mr Mthembu found me. The police were 

running around. They suspected that I was one 

of them ANC members. Mr Arenstein was close 

by and I was an agent for all attorneys, e.g. 

Arenstein, Moala, etc. 

Mthembu was a government agent, an informer. 

He went to Champion. He was Champion's friend. 

Mr Champion told him about me and that I was at 

Lakhani Chambers. When he came to my office, 

Mr Mthembu told me that he was an informer. I 

also told him that I was an informer for the 

Zulus. He told me that he had heard that I had 

been a religious minister. He said he was 

warned about the Inkatha the e:<ecutive of 

Inkatha. I told him about my quest to get the 

Inkatha memorandum. He said he would get me 

this easily. 

Why did Champion want Mthembu to see you? Did 

Champion want to stop you from working or 

something? 

No. Champion was in fear. 

I think Mr Mthembu, as an informer, was 

tracking down all the influential Zulus. All 

the subversive Zulus. Champion himself was 

being investigated. So he thought to himself 
11 S0 Mthembu thinks I am dangerous - there is a 

more dangerous person out there by the name of 

Sibisi". So this is how Mthembu came to know 

Sibisi. 

Did Mthembu think that you were a member of the 

ANC? 
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No. He just wanted influential people. He had 

a list of them. The government wanted to know 

everybody's intentions. So Mthembu, just 

because he wanted money, told the government 

that he found a man who was mare intelligent 

and influential than Champion. He might have 

told them what I wanted. He then told me about 

Major Liefveldt. 

When you said that you used to get clients for 

Moala and Arenstein, what did you mean? 

I was the law agent. 

Well this is what happened. Say somebody who 

was in distress came to Sibisi. Sibisi would 

interview this person and get his problems and 

then recommend this person to the best lawyer 

who would handle the case. Sibisi could brief 

every lawyer in town. He was well-known among 

the lawyers in Durban. He always brought good 

cases. They always cases brought by Sibisi 

because the case would be half-done when Sibisi 

brought it. 

I registered many of the companies as well, 

e.g. the Inyanda. 

Did the lawyers pay you? 

Yes, they did. You see, during the tea breaks 

the Magistrates would address some attorneys 

and say 11 hey you guys, if you are short of 

clients, you must go to Lakhani Chambers, to 

somebody called Sibisi 11
• In fact, we were 

handling many things with the e}!Ception of 

church matters. Mbutho was of great help to me 
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whenever I was short (probably of because 

clients) I used to visit him. I would get more 

powers. 

With Mthembu I told him what I wanted. He said 

he would tell the officials about what I 
wanted. Mr Mthembu got the memorandum. I 
typed the whale night. My eyes were bloodshot 

the following morning. 

Did you pay Mthembu anything? 

Nothing except t~ansport expenses. After this, 

I informed the Inkatha Executive Committee 

about the memorandum and also Buthelezi. At 

that time we were not allowed to hold meetings. 

I drafted a note and gave it to Rev. Xaba, a 

Catholic Priest; Sibisi, then a leader of the 

Zulus at Vryheid and also Mkhize. 

Had you met Chief Buthelezi before this? 

You see, we are really associated with Chief 

Buthelezi. "My mother grew up with the head of 

the Buthelezi." Her brother was l<humala. We 

are related in this way - my mother grew up 

with Mntwana Magogo <Buthelezi's mother). She 

used ta call my mother Siyotho because she 

looked like a coloured and my mother was 

touched when she heard that Buthelezi was 

troubled when he got into politics. "What are 

they doing Roselina's child?", this is what my 

mother used to say, crying for Buthelezi. My 

mother used ta call Magog□, Roselina because 

they were related. 

I became so popular that I was given 

task - of finding the memorandum, maybe. 

was started in 1928. During that time 

this 

This 

the 
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for 

this 

some 

So the first King's secretary was Simelane? 

Yes, the first one was Simelane, i.e. King 

Solomon and Behngu was Cyprian's secretary. 

When I was brought up to the King, they 

regarded this as nonsense as he had his own 

secretary. I had been brought by Rev. Xaba, 

Mkhize and others who formed the executive 

council of the Inkatha. 

Was this before you obtained the Inkatha 

memorandum through Mthembu? 

No, this was long before that. 

Who talked about Inkatha then? 

There used to be meetings about Inkatha. My 

complaint was that the secretary used to tell 

us about Inkatha, something we had never seen. 

If Inkatha ever existed, then there should have 

been papers to this effect. It is only then 

that they said "Look, you are still young. Go 

and get the papers. 11 They made me to sign that 

I should go and get these papers. So I met 

Mthembu after all this. 

After Mthembu told you that he was an 

informer - is it not the time that you showed 

him the receipt? 

Yes. 

And then he said that this is no problem. 

would get you what you wanted. 

Yes. 

He 

_j 
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You showed the receipt by accident. 

Yes. After this I got the memorandum. I typed 

the memorandum. 'I informed the executive 

committee about the memorandum. I convened a 

meeting so people could be shown something 

written, something tangible. The people I 

showed were Rev. Xaba <Cannon), Sibisi, 

Simelane, Zama Zulu's father. These people had 

delegated me ta look for the written 

memorandum. I showed them a copy of the 

original memorandum. The one I typed. 

So Mr Mthembu had been told about this 

wonderful man. He had been told to handle this 

man, this by the government. He had been told 

to let me meet government officials because I 

attended all the general meetings, e.g. at 

Nongoma, etc. _ So Mt hem bu said II this is a 11 

easy 11
• So I went to Nongoma not knowing that I 

would meet government officials from Pretoria. 

I just went to Nongoma by car. 

Of course, you had a Cadillac then. 

I had 4. Gad had made me I was. He has made 

me to know many things. He can make me go 

down. I can fly at any time. I had 4 or 5 

Cadillacs at different times but the last one 

was a sports car from America, 11 a two tone". I 

remember when I went ta the Transkei, the 

traffic cops could not stop me. I advise some 

of them not to touch the car because if 

anything went wrong they would not be in a 

position to have the car repaired. After 

getting the memorandum, the question was for me 
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to make a special meeting for the executive 

committee. I met the executive and the 

committee advised me to draw an agenda and 

organise a meeting. It was difficult then to 

hold meetings. I had to apply for this 

meeting. It was because of the ANC and Luthuli 

had trouble with the authorities. I had to get 

this meeting passed by the government. I said 

to myself 11 The first man I will to get is 

Buthelezi who must sign this letter 

(application for the holding of a meeting) • 

. Secondly, the King must sign and then the Chief 

Bantu Affairs Commissioner of Nongoma. 11 

Later I sent these people. I did not go 

myself. I sent them to Buthelezi. When 

there 

they 

came to Buthelezi, he told them that it would 

be very difficult to see the Ingonyama 

(Paramount Chief) because of the Queen. The 

gates were virtually "closed". , The queen 

stopped anyone from seeing the Paramount Chief. 

Buthelezi slaughtered a goat for the people I 

had sent to him. They slept at his place. 

Buthelezi signed the papers he was supposed to 

sign. The following morning Buthelezi told 

these men that his wife and himself would 

accompany these men to the Paramount Chief's 

kraal. His wife would make the Queen go and 

make tea for the "entourage''. While the Queen 

was away he, Buthelezi, would make the 

Paramount Chief sign the application. The 

Paramount Chief signed and the men proceeded to 

the Magistrate. Everything went according to 
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my plan. Cannon Xana was an honest man. 

Simelane was an honest man. The magistrate 

said "Tell me, you know the time is very bad. 

There is this restriction of meetings. How are 

we going to go about with this?" They said 

"But this is Inkatha". When the Magistrate 

found out that Buthelezi as well as the 

Paramount Chief had signed, he also signed. 

The letter was sent to Pretoria. It was sent 

back to me and permission was granted that the 

meeting be held. That was a wonderful thing. 

Now all the chiefs from Natal had to be called. 

Am I right? At that meeting two very important 

issues were discussed? 

Let me tell you a story about Buthelezi. This 

happened at Kwa Dlamahlahla. We were sitting 

on a verandah. We were having tea. It was in 

the house of Cannon Xaba at Nongoma. It was 

the day of the meeting. As we were sitting, 

one of the oxen that was to be slaughtered came 

straight to us and bellowed. I told Buthelezi 

about this and he told me that this meant 

nothing as the ox was an ordinary ox just like 

the other oxen. You see, this was a sign to 

show that if the Africans are still making 

noise with the enemy, they are going to be 

"slaughtered", never mind the e;-~ci tement and 

all that. If the ox would bow down and 

"Gentlemen, come and devour me 11
, nobody would 

go anywhere near it. 

This means that if we can get a leader that is 

going 

about 

to speak 

this why 

wonderful scene? 

I always 

does he 

remind 

forget 

Buthelezi 

such a 
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When was this? 

This was during the 50s. 

Were you living at KwaMashu or Cato Manor? 

Cato Manor. That is when I had my offices at 

Lakhani Chambers. 

What happened to the Inkatha movement because 

it only started in 1975? 

The Paramount Chief died. After the King died, 

there was this "cut" of the Inkatha. It was 

not banned. All the powers had been with the 

King. There was this 11 blind 11 saying at the 

time "only the King should be the treasurer 11
• 

Though Simelane did not go with this idea and 

he felt it was not fair, he felt that the King 

should be assisted. The King then said 
11 Ningisekela ngoba ngiyahuda yini 11 meaning 

"why assist me. Have I got an attack of 

diarrhea?" So nobody ended up assisting the 

King. When the King died, it was found that he 

had misused all the monies. In fact, while he 

was still alive rumours were rife about legal 

action against the King. 

There is a story that there was a drum outside 

the King#s kraal - full of money. Do you 

remember that? 

I am told that there was money all over. 

Buthelezi told us this story during one of 

Inkatha conferences. 

membership of Inkatha 

He said money 

came to so much that 

all the receptacles that were available were so 

full that there was no more room for money and 

money was still pouring in. Nobody had an idea 
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of a trunk. 

tank and they 

Someone came with an idea of a 

wanted to buy one. - a big-sized 

tank. Maney was poured 

closed only at night. 

in there. It was 

It was placed just 

outside the huts. People who knew what money 

was worth, stole the money at night this is -

the people who slept there. I think this was 

the start of the trouble. Before the King died 

there was this disaster (stealing of the 

money). The real culprits could not be traced. 

Even if they were traced, they all suffered 

misfortunes. They died mysteriously. All the 

money disappeared that way. I think this is 

why, even if it was known that the King was 

misappropriating funds, he could not be charged 

for this. 

When you got the constitution in the 1950s, and 

the chiefs had signed and you were registered? 

(the organisation) 

You mean? 

The Inkatha constitution. 

I got the Inkatha constitution from Mthembu and 

in the meeting people were told that we had a 

copy of Inkatha. The agenda had these issues: 

1. Are we interested to go on with Inkatha 

there was same argument with this - about money 

that had gone astray but the chairman 

suggested that a vote be held in this issue. 

2. Chiefs, are you prepared to put down your 

chieftainship and get the Ingonyama as head and 

he will install you? 

Was this because they were government chiefs? 
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Yes. 

So people were say - are you prepared to resign 

and then be officially appointed by the King? 

That is right. The Secretary, Mr Coetzee and 

the other one from Cape Town stood up and 

ordered the Paramount Chief to stand up and 

asked him if he knew anything about the 

meeting. The King replied to the effect that 

he did not know anything about Mhlanhlandlela 

because we were called Mhlahlandela i.e. the 

executive committee of Inkatha. They told him 

that he was going to be in for it. The King 

denied any knowledge of us. He said "I do not 

know these people". He cried and went out of 

the meeting followed closely by Mntwana 

Ndesheni. Other chiefs also went out. 

There was pandemonium and, as it was terribly 

hot. Later the chairman said "No people. The 

government officials must know that this is our 

meeting. We are going to vote now. The 

officials of the government are going to vote 

with us. As the chairman of the meeting, I 

declare that ever-ybody must vote." The 

government officials suddenly stood up and went 

out. It was the day the Prime Minister Strydom 

was to be buried. It was the same day 

(Saturday). The meeting was at Nongoma. The 

government officials then told that even if we 

did not close the meeting, they were declaring 

it non-official. They were leaving. They told 

us that if we wanted to proceed with anything, 
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we had to start it afresh because the King had 

told them that he did not know us. That is 

what we were told. 

Then later. ·1 went to Nongoma where a certain 

general meeting was held at a stadium. I 

forget the name of the stadium. I was in the 

midst of the crowd when I heard Msimbithi (K.E. 

Masinga) call my name over the loudspeaker. I 

went over to him. He was with two gentlemen. 

They said they had heard about my committee. 

They asked me when I was going to go back to 

Durban. I told them that either that afternoon 

or the following morning. They told me that 

the government had delegated someone to meet 

me. I forget his name. He was in the 

commission in Pretoria. He was an 

"envoy"???Cnot clear). They told me that they 

had been told about me - the other side - and 

that I was the highest. They told me that I 

should be free. 

Well, I met this gentleman. He was good. I 

related all the story. He even asked me about 

Buthelezi. Buthelezi is the only man that I 

have got because he has all the qualities of a 

leader and what we need of a leader today. The 

King at Nangoma is very strict. You can't go 

there. 
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INTERVIEW WITH MR RI ARENSTEIN 

Interviewer: Mr IL Edwards 

Location: 3 'Roslynn', Essenwood Road, Durban 

Date: 22 August 1988 

Mr RI Arenstein came to Durban during the very early 1940s. 
A member of the Communist Party of South Africa, and from 1942 
to 1944, the Secretary of the local Durban and District Branch. 
of the Party, Mr Arenstein was as a result of his political 
activities and his legal practice, always in contact with 
various African organisations and groupings. Same of these 
activities brought him into contact with Mr Sibisi. Whilst 
under banning order and other restrictive promulgations during 
the 1950s and early 1960s, he continued to keep an active 
interest in politics, and has a keen recollection of many of 
the issues and organisations central to Mr Sibisi's life 
during this period. 

t 
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Let's go back right to the beginning to when 

you were talking about Sibisi. Very briefly, 

when did you first get into contact with Sibisi 

and what do you remember about him as a general 

person? 

Well, Sibisi was one of the characters that 

would sometimes came to my office for various 

reasons. Either, when somebody was in trouble 

and Sibisi would bring him over. But I must 

explain that I never had anybody bringing work 

to me as an agent - that I never had. But if 

people brought people, that was their business. 

Sibisi would sometimes came with people, like 

so many others so, I knew him very vaguely. 

There is not very much that made me remember 

him particularly from all the other people that 

came to my office. But when I really got to 

know him was when he was involved in transport. 

Now, what happened with transport was this: Up 

to 1950, when an application was made for 

transportation, if there was an existing 

operator on a route, the transportation board 

had to give the existing operator/operators 

first preference because they had built up the 

routes, they had spent money on the routes, 

they developed the routes. And then as more 

peaple needed transport, it was only obviously 

fair that they should be given first 

preference. If they were not prepared to give 

this extra transport, others could then apply. 

But the Indian transport owners were the ones 

who pioneered the routes. The City Council 

J 
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found that they were always losing on the Black 

routes, in the beginning anyway. And so, they 

-were not interested in the Black routes. They 

looked to the Indian operators and the Indian 

operators, for various reasons which I won't go 

into now: perhaps go into shortly, were able to 

make a profit out of transport. 

Where the Municipality certainly was not? 

Ja - in fact even Putco are not even able to 

make a profit out of transport. They have to 

get subsidies. The only group that I know of 

who made a profit out of transport are the 

Indian operators and there are special reasons 

for it. But, to the ordinary African 

businessman, who is now aspiring to develop 

to him he could not understand two things. 

Firstly, why was he being denied the right to 

operate buses. And the other thing that he 

could not understand was why the City Council 

could not make money. If the Indian operators 

could make money, why couldn't the City Council 

or Putco make money - Putco they were not in 

the picture at that time. To him it was just a 

simple question of getting a couple of buses; 

putting them onto routes and making profits. 

Well, after the anti-Indian riots in 1949, the 

government changed the law and said that the 

transportation board could grant licences to 

operators of the same race as the passengers so 

that if it was in African area an African 

transport owner could get certificates even if 

he was not an existing operator. So now a 
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were given 

But, after a 

short space of time, they found that they were 

in terrible economic trouble and that is when 

they came to see me to ask for assistance in 

helping out of this trouble. And, the person 

who brought them to me was Sibisi. Sibisi was 

their spokesman and Sibisi was their organiser 

and anything would come through Sibisi. Now we 

tried to save these transportation operators by 

appealing to their creditors just to give them 

a chance to pay. We called a meeting of all 

the creditors, explaining all the difficulties, 

we said that 

they learned a 

the creditors 

they were new at their game, 

lot and asked for time. 

were very unsympathetic 

but 

but, 

and 

immediately brought 

against them. 

Who were the creditors? 

insolvency proceedings 

The creditors were garage owners, suppliers, 

tyre suppliers and all sorts of people involved 

with transport. 

Were there any indications of sabotage against 

Indian buses or African buses by competing 

owners or operators? 

Na, it was pure economics. Look - the Afr-ican 

bus owner had no idea how to run a transport 

business. 

profit. 

The City Council could not make a 

Later on Putco could not make a 

profit. How could an unsophisticated African 

businessman make a pr-ofit out of running buses. 

Let me give you an example of how the Indians 
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do it. The Indians would first of all do most 

of the repairs .themselves. They have learnt 

how ta do all the minor repairs. The African 

bus-owners have no idea of minor repairs. As 

soon as something went wrong with a bus, it 

went to a garage to be repaired and a high 

price came back. Secondly, even when the bus-

owners went to the garage they did not accept 

what the garages told them. They themselves 

knew exactly what had to be done. But, 

secondly, when it came to the spare parts, they 

did not let the garage owners put in the most 

expensive spare parts, they themselves would go 

around looking far secondhand parts. They 

would have a look at what is required to be 

repaired. They would be satisfied - Ja, that 

is what needs ta be repaired and they would go 

around to all the scrap places looking for 

secondhand parts finding secondhand parts. 

So, when it came to the repairs there was a 

vast difference in what the City Council would 

have to pay if it had gone to the garage for 

the African owners he had to go to the garages. 

But that wasn't all. The other question was 

theft. Yau see - if the drivers and conductors 

got together, there was no way of stopping them 

from stealing and this is what happened on a 

large scale. Whereas the Indian bus-owners 

it was generally in the beginning a family 

affair. The owner might start off by driving, 

or his son would drive or his awn cousin would 

drive and the whale family was involved one way 
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or another in running that business and running 

a transportation business. And, everything was 

watched very carefully. 

Now, with the aspirant African bus-owners and 

bus operators, are we seeing a group of people, 

who are relatively ambitious, in terms of 

economic gain if you like or economic 

progress, seeing an opportunity and then trying 

to go far it - they are not real businessmen 

beforehand - most of them aren't? 

With the aspirant African bourgeoisie, they 

were of the Zulu Hlanganani type. The Zulu 

Hlanganani type managed to be successful 

because when they started their business, they 

had no real overheads. The trouble with bus 

business was the huge overheads. Now, the Zulu 

Hlanganani people were successful because they 

did not buy shops. They did not have expensive 

shops. 

That is precisely what they tried to avoid. 

That's right - they did not have trading hours. 

Everything was done in a shack where their 

family lived. So, if you have a look at that, 

in the shack-shop business, they were fallowing 

the tradition of the Indian merchants, working 

anytime day and night, but controlled by the 

family. But in the bus-owners business they 

didn't have to handle that because it was not a 

shack. And as aspirant businessmen they made a 

success of the shack-shop business, but because 

of the complexity of the transportation 

business they failed. Now what happened 
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incidently was, when they were sure they were 

going to fail completely, they either formed a 

company, Lamontville Busville Company or 

something like that, or they tried to form a 

company I can't remember, but there was a 

company that tried to stable disaster. And one 

day Sibisi arrived with a 

gentleman and said that "this 

going to save us 11
, and the 

gentleman's name was Alexander. 

The herbalist? 

Ja - plenty of money. 

short, chubby 

little man is 

short, chubby 

Who did not know one end of the bus from the 

other? 

Ja. Now he had plenty of money and so he 

bought the majority of shares. Sibisi and 

others had the minority of the shares and they 

thought, fine, with the help of Alexander they 

would make a profit. But Alexander did two 

things - he ran the business without their help 

and, secondly, he never had any profits. Now 

Alexander was one of the most successful 

African businessmen, as long as he stuck to his 

business - he was good at it, but the moment he 

went out of it he was in trouble. Now I had 

warned him about the question of repairs. 

Had you known Alexander prior to this? 

Na, first time I met him I became his 

attorney. But I had warned him about the 

question of repairs. So what he did was he 

established his own repair shop and had a full-

time mechanic to run that. Then he got a full-
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time white manager to run the whole business 

and then he ran the buses. But he also soon 

found himself in trouble because he could not 

control the stealing - they were stealing left 

and right from him - so he found himself in 

trouble. But he still managed to keep the 

business just afloat, leaving poor 

without any profits. Sibisi was a 

shareholder dreaming of the day that 

would develop into another PUTCO, where 

would make lots of profits. But that day 

dawned. 

Sibisi 

minor 

this 

they 

never 

You used the word 11 dreaming". Was this an 

obvious character trait of Sibisi? 

Well in this particular case he was regularly 

in my office to find out where the profits are. 

Why did Sibisi come to you in the beginning, to 

make the suggestion that these people are going 

to run buses - why Sibisi? 

Well look, I used to appear regularly before 

the transportation board so 

attorney who had a lot 

transportation matters. 

I was known as 

of e;<perience 

But, secondly, 

an 

in 

of 

course there were only about two or three firms 

that dealt with African cases and I was one of 

them and then, of course, I dealt a lot with 

the Zulu Hlanganani people and I helped them, 

kept them going. Illegally trading. 

Let's come back to Zulu Hlanganani. There is 

an interesting, fascinating history behind it, 

but why do you think now when Sibisi comes to 

you. This must be early 1950s. 
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1950-1951. 

Who was Sibisi then that he could seem 

apprently to be developing a busline? 

A number of Africans have been trying for years 

to get into the transport business and one of 

them was Sibisi. As I say, they didn't think 

they needed very much. They could go along to 

a bus company and put down some deposit and 

then pay off the bus as they made a profit. 

That's how they thought the thing would go. If 

I remember correctly, this is just from memory, 

I think that they were advised by the 

transportation board not to apply as 

individuals but to apply as a company. That is 

my memory of it. They formed the Lamontville 

Bus Owners Association. 

Clermont Bus Owners Association. 

Was it Clermont Bus Owners Association? That's 

right, Clermont Bus Owners Association, ja 

that's how they brought Alexander. He was a 

big businessman in Clermont. Let me just tell 

you one more thing about Alexander. To show 

you the 

businessman. 

difficulties of 

Why I mentioned 

the African 

Lamontville 

because shortly after getting into the bus 

business the corporation built a shopping 

complex in Lamontville and they felt that the 

only man who could run that was Alexander. And 

they got him ta take a number of shops there. 

Alexander also thought that this is going ta be 

goad business and he got a white manager. Now 

what the white manager did was to run around in 
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the name of Alexander, buying a lot of stuff 

the stock would arrive at the front door of the 

business or at the back door whichever it was, 

go into the shop and go out through the other 

door, where this manager had another truck 

waiting and in no time Alexander grieving. He 

had to actually go bankrupt because of what 

this white manager did to him at this 

Lamontville store. Subsequently Alexander left 

Durban, I think he went to Swaziland where he 

continued to make a fortune from his ••••• 

And I hear that he has now died. 

Did he die? 

Apparently. 

You see what happened was that he went 

bankrupt, refused to pay any creditors anything 

and decided to continue with his other 

business. I think he and he daughter or 

something like that, I can't remember now. 

Yau mentioned Alexander trying to get into the 

bus business. Do you remember a person called 

Fred Ngema? 

Not familiar. 

A person from Jo'burg who had a fleet of buses 

there, who came to Durban? 

That's right, I remember the name. 

Now the formation of these bus companies which 

had been happening the late '40s - they have 

been for a long time. Now this is going back 

before you actually met Sibisi, but let me just 

try to jog your mind and if you don't remember 

specifics, you can explain certain things. 
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Sibisi was an agricultural demonstrator. I 

don't know whether you are aware of that. He 

moved into Clermont in the middle of 1940s and 

became a so-called self-styled prime minister 

of Clermont in 1948 and one of his portfolios 

is minister of transport where he starts up a 

bus company that gets into difficulty. And at 

the same time Sibisi was doing this, this 

independent body within Clermont is called the 

Isolomuzi. Do you remember anything about 

those Isolomuzi? The thing that interested me 

was that Sibisi, in some ways influenced by the 

Congress Youth League and the idea of trying to 

set up independent authorities outside the 

Native Representative Councils, and 

Locations Advisory Boards set up 

independent of Champion's influence. 

entirely conceivable? 

Oh yes, if he was together with the 

League. It was Youth League that 

Champion. You must remember that ANC was 

unitary body but a federal body and 

Joint 

and 

Is it 

Youth 

fought 

not a 

each 

province ran its own section of the ANC and the 

ANC leadership had nothing to do with the 

different provinces. It really started 

becoming a cohesive body in the 1950s. But 

before this it was not a cohesive body. 

Champion had got control of the Natal African 

Congress right back in the 1930s and he 

maintained that control though sheer 

gangsterism. Anybody who disagreed with him 

was liable to be thrown out of the hall and be 
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lucky that·s all that happened ta him. It was 

the Youth League that decided to slowly 

him out of his position and fight him. 

edge 

What 

Champion was doing was interesting. He was 

using the money from the ANC and from the ICU 

as capital for his growing business. Now 

Champion did not hide this - as far as he was 

concerned it was not dishonest - it was his 

right. He argued that he was the one who built 

the organisation and therefore he is entitled 

to his funds - after all without him the 

organisation would not be there; would not be 

helping people. And this was accepted by his 

followers. And he came out with it quite 

openly. At one meeting of the ICU, he said to 

someone who criticised him, 11 ! built up the 

ICU, I improved the conditions of the workers 

here, I did this, I did that, and therefore I 

am entitled to the money - even if I want to 

give a present to my girlfriend, I can do s0. 11 

Apparently he was cheered by his followers, 
11 Yes, yes!" But they eventually got him out in 

the early fifties - '49, early '50s. Sa they 

must have got a lot of support. 

Now Sibisi voted against Champion in that 

election. 

Well that showed that there was a lot of 

resentment against Champion obviously from 

these nation traders. 

Well this is one of the points that interests 

me abut a person like 

ways against Champion 

Sibisi because in many 

in terms of politics at 
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his own path, but a person like Sibisi - rather 

similar to Champion in the sense of having the 

business drive - whereas many of the Youth 

League, like M.B. Yengwa, for example, don't 

have that duality. 

That is true, but the Youth League went for 

support everywhere and I can speculate now that 

Yengwa would have gone to Sibisi and others 

like Sibisi, and would have said: "How long can 

we tolerate someone like Champion? He has made 

his money already and he is trying to queer 

everyone's pitch." And in this way, winning 

over a lot of people because it was a tough 

tough fight, I must tell you, it was a really 

fight getting rid of Champion. 

You'd accept that we have an important Yengwa

type person, you'd accept a person like Sibisi 

as also playing a leadership role. What is the 

difference between them? 

Well the one had a social outlook, Yengwa. He 

was not so much interested in building up his 

own business or anything, although of course 

that would interest him as well. But his 

primary aim was to build up the organisation. 

The primary aim of Sibisi was to build up his 

businesses and if he could get help from the 

ANC or even if he could use the ANC for that 

purpose, like Champion did, he wouldn't 

hesitate to do it. 

Was it a type of ideology, a populist ideology 

that would unite these two groups of people? 

Their leaders: the Yengwas and the Sibisis of 

the world? 
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Oh yes, this populism is very strong among 

Africans, because Africans are highly social in 

outlook, the tribe is the social outlook, the 

whole question of the induna, is leader of a 

whole group, not just an induna, but is a 

spokesman for the whole group. The chief is 

the spokesman for the tribe. And as you know 

all the rural people from Malhabatini come into 

Durban, will always get help from their tribe 

in Malhabatini. So they are highly social in 

outlook. But then they became businessmen as 

well, but in the beginning, like the Jews to a 

certain extent, they get help from the social 

organisations. 

But then later on? 

But then later on they must start building up 

their own independent empires. But in the 

beginning it is really important in many ways, 

if you are a little businessman and if you've 

been running around helping the ANC. But then 

when you start a business you can turn around 

and say: "Look, I've got this business here, 

why don't you come and buy from me?" 

We've been talking about the process which sees 

people who are demanding exclusive trading 

rights and customers. Zulu Hlanganani - how do 

you remember them? 

They came to me after the troubles, riots of 

1949, when a whole lot of shops in Cato Manor 

had been burnt down. There were no shops 

there. They wanted me to protect them because 

they were going to trade without any licences. 
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So I told them to go right ahead and trade, and 

when they began trading, the municipal 

inspectors were on them right away: and they'd 

come to me and I would get hold of the 

municipal inspectors. "Where are people 

to get food from? 

City Council then 

There are no shops." 

decided to leave the 

going 

So the 

matter 

over until the Indian shops were rebuilt. When 

the Indian shops were rebuilt they went back to 

the traders and said to them: "Now there are 

shops here, stop trading." The African traders 

refused to do so. Then the inspectors would 

say to them: "Well look, you can trade if you 

want to provided you obey the regulations. So 

why don't you apply for a licence?" Then 

they'd come to me and I'd point out to them 

that to apply for a licence, they'd have to get 

proper premises. These premises had to be 

passed by the health department. And certainly 

the little shack-shops 

going to inspire any 

inspectors, but they 

did. They put in 

they were in were 

confidence in any of 

could try which 

their applications, 

not 

the 

they 

the 

municipal inspectors came around immediately to 

look at the premises and condemned them 

outright. So now they could not get premises. 

Then they were told to build premises but when 

they heard about building a premises would cost 

they lost interest in building. Then they were 

told that they could not trade and now the City 

Council would not allow them to trade and they 

were going to prosecute them if they did not 
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and 

were 

gave 

what 

the 

co

and 

each one had to buy for the customers and each 

customer would get a ticket for which he would 

pay a shilling, I think, and then he would have 

the ticket and then he would be a member of the 

buying club. 

Which allowed him access to •••••• 

Which meant that this was not a business but 

someone buying on behalf of the club members. 

But after a series of court cases this was 

knocked out the courts refused to accept 

these buying clubs. 

How did they operate that one? 

Well the evidence was called: "how did you 

buy?" "how did you buy?" It was very 

that it was not really a buying club in 

true sense of the word. But the buying 

was still there. But now what happened, 

clear 

the 

club 

they 

started again prosecuting the owners of the 

shops, or they thought the owners. But now 

when the owners went to court they said: "Well 

look, we are only branch managers" so they 

can't be charged. It is like charging a 

counter hand in Greenacres or in Pick ·n Pay, 

the counter hand will say "I don't know 

anything about licences, if you want to know 
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about licences, go and see the employers". So, 

whenever the inspectors arrived and charged, 

they would say "Hey, no! no! Don't charge us. 

Go and charge the Zulu Hlanganani Club or 

Society. But nobody could find the Halnganani 

Club or Society! "Where was the club? Where 

was its premises? Where did they live?" 

Nobody knew. All that they knew was that they 

were employed by the Zulu Hlanganani Club. So 

they were charged and prosecutors had the 

greatest difficulty in getting any successful 

prosecutions because they simply said they wera 

merely managers of the club. Well, one way or 

another, I can't go into all the details, the 

prosecution could find some solution in the end 

to the problem. But then a new problem arises 

and this went on and on and on. 

Prior to this legal activity of yours with the 

Zulu Hlanganani, you had already had in some 

tangental way contact with groups in Cato Manor 

and had explored the idea of co-operatives. 

That is right. But it never worked very well. 

Co-operatives very seldom worked well, unless 

there is a highly trained group because it 

breaks down very quickly. 

In what way? 

Well, if you, for example, the idea was to get 

10 to 12 or 15 to 20 families in a real buying 

club. Now as whites, we first experimented 

with it during the war years as the cost of 

living suddenly rose like anything and the 

Communist Party then started getting people 
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together and one person would go down to the 

market where you could get the food cheapest 

and buy for everybody and then come and share 

it out. Even amongst sophisticated people it 

didn't succeed because it always meant that 

somebody had to get up early in the morning. 

Somebody had to go and buy for everybody, and 

when they bought that, they used their own 

discretion and when they came back somebody 

said, "No, I don't want the grapes. These 

grapes are terrible. What I wanted was 

apples." Or something like that. So it was 

important, it certainly lowered the cost of all 

the products, if you bought at the market 

because that was the cheapest place you could 

buy in town and very often it was at the market 

where the hawkers would buy and take the stuff 

and obviously sell it at a profit, otherwise 

they couldn't be hawking and we were getting it 

at rock bottom prices but it was a difficult 

thing to run. 

Now you said that the Party had explored the 

idea. Had that been formally and in what sense 

had it explored it? 

Well, I can't remember precisely how it was 

taken. People will get up and say "Can't we do 

this? Can't we do that? Can't we do the 

other?" and some Party member would say "All 

right, let's go and have a shot at it." And, 

in a number of places people tried, even in the 

beginning ,it was just among the Party members, 

to see if it could work. 
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Do you remember Father Huss? 

Yes, very vaguely. Wasn't he from Mariannhill? 

Yes, he was also involved in co-operative work. 

It was sort of along those lines that we 

sometimes came across each other. 

Do you remember W.M. Mseleku? 

What does he do? 

Nabantukop. 

Oh, yes, yes! Also very vaguely. Because one 

would meet these people but not every day. Now 

and again one would meet them and have 

discussions with them, but not intimately. 

Now in thinking of these co-operatives and the 

various groups you were discussing during the 

war and immediately after, was there any 

question over the National Question and 

economics and the co-operatives. Specifically 

to what extent might they enhance or further 

racial tension by demanding exclusivity of 

custom and trade? 

What do you mean by exclusivity? 

Well if I say as the Zulu Hlanganani really did 

or attempted to do: "Don't trade with the 

Indians, you must trade with us". 

Ja, this was during the communist party policy, 

but we recognise the position of the Zulu 

Hlanganani society., not as racial thing, but as 

an attempt by a nascent deprived bourgeoisie 

who had no experience in running businesses to 

make those demands because those are the usual 

demands that lead to nationalism. Stalin 

explained this in his Marxism and the National 
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Question, which he wrote in 1913 where he deals 

with why nationalism takes place in a 

multinational state. It is the oppressed 

group, economically, that has to get together 

and call upon the "Volk", he used the word 

"vol k" 

Does he actually use the word? 

Yes, but in the German sense "volk" not "folk", 

to support them because they are part of the 

same nation. Like the Afrikaners did, later 

on. The Reddingsdaadbond. So, knowing the 

national question as we did - we used to study 

it - it is not surprising to us that the Zulu 

Hlanganani people started doing that. But it 

is not something that we encouraged. We 

understood it, but we did not encourage it. 

But we understand why there were doing that and 

the circumstances why they were doing it. But 

it was not very important, because as it 

happened, the Zulu Halnganani people made a 

profit and really not in competition with the 

Indian traders. They could not compete with 

the Indian traders but they could supply extra 

facilities and in this way sell as cheaply as 

the Indian traders for the simple reason that 

they had no overheads. So we recognised that, 

but at the same time we tried to dampen the 

exclusivity question of it. 

It is a difficult question that because one has 

to remember that people like Sibisi and others 

in the Zulu Hlanganani were really not 

spontaneously ••• non-racist. They were 

nationalist entrepreneurs and very chauvanist. 
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Actually the Zulu Hlanganani to my mind are 

very interesting, from this whole point of view 

of the rise of nationalism and one must not 

underestimate it. But they were really 

catering for people who others really could not 

cater for. They iatered, in the first place, 

in Cato Manor, in the heart of Cato Manor, and 

it was so much easier to go to the Zulu 

Hlanganani people. They didn't have any office 

hours and late at night when you were short of 

something you couldn't go to the Indian shops. 

You go to them and over Sundays and weekends, 

and so there was no real competition that they 

were getting from the Indian shops. What they 

were scared of in the beginning when they came 

to me, was what would happen to them when the 

Indian shops were re-built. They were 

happy that the Indian shops had been 

down, but they thought once the Indian 

were re-built they would be in trouble. 

very 

burnt 

shops 

It did 

not work out like that for the reasons I have 

given to you. So there was no real competition 

between them and therefore this thing did not 

get out of hand. This exclusivity did not get 

out of hand. It was there all the time but it 

was in a minor way. It did not become really 

important because there was no real 

competition. 

In the same way with the potential for elements 

of racism to develop out of the competition: 

in the same way with these groups that are 

often prepared to go a certain way, as a 
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nationalist entrepreneur: grouping, grassroots 

groups - towards accepting what was then being 

announced as apartheid. They saw that they 

could affirm the benefits of the policy? 

Yes and no. Apartheid, of course, as far as 

they were concerned, was something that was 

happening: in a minor way it helped them 

because nobody else could compete with them and 

they could see that this could help them even 

more if they were granted the right to trade in 

African areas, which eventually happened, when 

they moved to KwaMashu, then only they could 

trade there. No Indian could trade there, no 

White could trade there. Then they foundd that 

they had lots of other difficulties because 

lots 

they 

of things they could not sell, because 

were not strong enough. Now, had they 

been in the government, had they been running 

the country, they would have seen to it that 

they were much stronger. 

Isn't this perhaps something we can explore in 

greater detail. Is this not the quintessence 

of the predicament - even contradiction of 

these types of grassroots leaders; that there

are so many advantages for them in going for it 

but in the other way they are in many ways, 

they are organic intellectuals who are mentally 

and politically constrained by apartheid that 

might not give them an economic base from which 

they can then gain further power. 

Ja, but you see it continues to treat them as a 

minor grouping but at no time were they able to 

match the Indians: apart from the Whites. But 
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secondly, it restricted them to commerce 

whereas a new development was taking place in 

which the Indians began to participate: 

industrialisation factories. But to do this 

one had to have capital. That, of course, 

brings us to the whole question of Afrikaner 

nationalism. Afrikaners were also a deprived 

economic group in 1948. There was no question 

of Trust Bank, Gencor, etc. 

I don't know if I ever told you the story about 

Smuts and Malan in 1948. Malan said to Smuts: 

"Why is it that we Afrikaners are said to be 

bad businessmen? I can't see the difference 

between Afrikaners and Jews, for e>!ample." 

Smuts said, "Come". And they went into an 

Afrikaner businessman's shop and asked for six 

cups. So the shopkeeper brought six cups, with 

the handles on the right-hand side. Smuts said 

"No, no. I don't want cups with the handles on 

the right-hand side. Would you please supply 

with handles on the left-hand side." And the 

shopkeeper said "Meneer, these are the only 

cups that I've got. Would you take it or leave 

it." So Smuts said "I will leave them." Then 

he went to the Jewish shop with Malan. And he 

said to the Jewish shopkeeper "Have you got six 

cups?" And the Jewish shopkeeper also brought 

out six cups with their handles on the right

hand side. And then Smuts said "No, no. I 

don't want cups with the right-hand side. I 

want cups with the left-hand side." And the 

shopkeeper said, "You know, sir, you are very 
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lucky. This morning a special shipment arrived 

of cups with handles on the left-hand side. I 

will just go and get you six cups." So he 

promptly went around the corner and brought out 

six cups with handles on the left-hand side and 

Smuts said "Ja, this is what I want" and he 

walked out with the six cups. And he said to 

Malan "There you are, there you can see the 

difference." Malan said, "I don't know what 

you are talking about. The Afrikaner did not 

have the cups with the handles on the left-hand 

side, but the Jewish shopkeeper did." But 

today you can't say that about the Afrikaner. 

Is it coincidental both groups during the late 

'40s are talking about an economic base to 

nationalism? 

Yes well this is the whole route of 

nationalism. When the nationalists got into 

power, they did the opposite of what Smuts did. 

Smuts said "I accept a White nation, so I can't 

discriminate between Afrikaner and English

speaking." But the English speaking had all 

the economic power or most of the economic 

power were in the hands of a small number of 

English speaking people including the Jews. If 

no help was given to the Afrikaners, they would 

have remained an economically depressed 

among the White. The nationalist party 

,;iroup 

said 

the opposite. 

the Afrikaner. 

nation theory. 

They said we're going ta help 

We don't believe in this one 

There is no such nonsense as 

one nation. There are two nations, we're going 

to help the Afrikaner nation. In every way 

they pushed the Afrikaners in the police force, 
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in the army, in the civil service and in 

business allocations, and in no time the 

Afrikaners rose. But, of course, the 

Afrikaners have never been more than a junior 

partner, but the extent of the junior 

partnership ha~ been tremendous. Especially 

when you think of Trust Bank, Sanlam, and 

Gencor. You're talking about huge giants which 

did not exist in 1948 and it was nationalism 

that enabled them to rise in this particular 

way. So people think that· you can just ignore 

nationalism and on a piece of paper write a 

utopian slogan, "We are one nation" - a dream. 

Even after apartheid is gone, nationalism will 

be there. Particularly amongst the Blacks who 

will be saying what the Afrikaner said: "We 

want our place in the sun" which means that 

you've got to treat us differently, you've got 

to give us advantages that the others haven't 

got, or rather that the others have already 

had. That nationalism will be there but the 

way to control that nationalism is to recognise 

it. Nationalism is recognised in Switzerland 

and as a result there are no intense national 

struggles. Nationalism is recognised in 

Belgium, it is recognised in Canada, it is not 

recognised in Cyprus. 

It is not recognised 

You can see the results. 

in India, Sri Lanka, 

Northern Ireland, and you can see the results 

here. 

Now thinking about the people like Sibisi who 

are operating 

sustaining an idea 

under and accepting and 

of populism and developing 
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trading basis a nexus: they are intervening in 

a redistributive cycle of capital: they are 

not direct producers they are petty 

entrepreneurs. Aren't they rather vulnerable 

as leaders in the community because of the 

cycle, the amount of money that flows into 

these places. It is so marginal and their own 

position so vicarious. It's only wages really. 

That's all this power really rests on. 

Really they are vulnerable. But you see the 

South African ruling class. The South African 

government decided that the African community 

must not only consist of workers and peasants 

that is too dangerous. Then the ideology of 

socialism gets stronger and stronger. To 

counter the ideology of socialism, the 

government a long time ago decided that they 

have to build up the African middle classes. 

Not in a huge factor but they have to build 

them up and this is one way that they tried to 

sel 1 the apartheid system by saying: "Wel 1, 

look. Under apartheid we will help you. Well 

you go to KwaMashu. Only you will be allowed 

to trade here. You go to Lamontville. Only 

you will be allowed to trade there. But if we 

don't protect you with apartheid, then the 

Whites and the Indians will move in and ruin 

you. But what they are effectively doing are 

two things unbeknown to them. The mare the 

African traders arise, 

businessmen came, the 

the more the 

more the 

African 

African 

intellectuals develops, the more nationalistic 
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people became. Not communist but nationalistic 

and demanding the end of apartheid - but not 

for communism but for their place in the sun. 

Let's carry on with a bit later in Sibisi's 

life. I am not sure whether you would have had 

any contact with Sibi. Oh! Incidentally, when 

there was conflict 

Alexander, over shares 

between Sibisi 

and the future of 

bus company, who did you represent? 

and 

the 

I represented both but the problem was that 

there were no profits. It got as though 

Alexander was making these profits. He 

struggled to keep the business going. So 

without having to take any sides on this 

question, there was simply no profits and that 

was because nobody, except the Indian 

operators, were able to make a profit out of 

running transport. Alexander had to also give 

up transport in the end. He just did not make 

any profits there. 

Sibisi by the late '50s is living in KwaMashu. 

He leaves Cato Manor, after having left 

Clermont, leaves Cato Manor and becomes 

certainly active in attempts to re-start the 

Inkatha movement in 1957-58/9. 

At that time I lost touch with him. 

This is the period when Chief Buthelezi was 

fighting for his installation as Chief, both to 

get government recognition and apparently 

through some troubles within his own 

chieftainship and the whale idea of the 
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Territorial Authorities. Do you remember 

anything about attempts to re-start the Inkatha 

movement? 

· No, but I was well aware of what Chief 

Buthelezi was doing because I was his legal 

advisor. 

Were you? 

Yes, I was his attorney. Any difficulties, he 

always came to me. I met Chief Buthelezi in 

1952 when he was a clerk in a commissioner's 

court where he had been sent to after being 

e~-:pel led from Fort Hare. We became great 

friends. He wasn't sure whether he was going 

to become a chief or not. And so he decided 

and we decided as soon as I was in a position 

to do so, I will article him and he was about 

to become articled when he was offered the 

chieftainship on probation. And he came to me 

and all the leading ANC people to ask their 

advice and we were unanimous that he should 

take the chieftainship. 

The leading ANC people in Durban? Nationally? 

No, nationally. Mandela, Sisulu, all these 

chaps were well known to Buthelezi. Mandela 

was a personal friend of his. There was a lot 

of understanding if the role of chieftainship. 

Traditionally chieftainship was 

democratic institution. 

a 

The 

highly 

chief 

traditionally did not take his own decisions 

ever. Decisions were always taken by the tribe 

or tribal conference. The only undemocratic 

aspect was that women were not allowed to 
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meeting was called all the tribesmen were 

allowed to be present, to participate. And 

this is what would usually happen. And at the 

end of the conclave the chief would get up and 

enunciate what was usually the consensus. But 

the government of course, always tried to make 

the chiefs representatives of the government, 

i.e. to make the chiefs a kind of dictator over 

the tribe. This aspect, this conflict as it 

were, caused a lot of problems and tension. As 

to whether the chief was a representative of 

the government or of his people - well when 

Buthelezi became chief he made it very clear 

that he was a representative of his people and 

any matter brought to the chief by the 

government - should the government decide that 

the government was going to do this or that 

Buthelezi would say "well I can't take that 

decision, I have to first consult with my 

people", which the government found fair 

enough. What they did not find fair was that 

he obeyed the decisions of his people. Instead 

of telling them what was right/wrong from the 

government's point of view. And he was always 

a thorn in the flesh of the government because 

he would say to them: "But you tell us that we 

must stick to our traditions this is part of 

our tradition." So it was very difficult to 

argue with him on that point and because he 

always took up a strong stand on what a chief 
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shoud or should not do, he began to win the 

confidence of the other chiefs, apart from the 

fact, traditionally, the Buthelezis were 

advisors, but also of course he came from the 

royal kraal. He grew up in his mother's 

father's kraal - in the king's kraal - because 

they were scared that he would get 

assassinated. He was not the oldest son of his 

father but he was the oldest son of his mother. 

The tribe had paid lobola to the Zulu king at 

that time for his mother's hand I think it 

was 100 head of cattle. It was not an ordinary 

prices which is 10 head of cattle.· So it was a 

tribal payment, it was not a payment made -by 

his father, on the un·derstanding that the 

oldest son of the mother would be chief. When 

he did become chief the oldest son of the 

father challenged that, saying that he should 

be chief because he was the oldest son of the 

father and this was taken to court - where I 

acted on behalf of Buthelezi. But I told him 

to save costs, we should work with the state's 

attroney's office and of course I worked out an 

answer to that very quickly and we won the 

case. 

Now this difficulty over the real meaning of 

chieftainship, whether it should first be among 

equals or a government appointee that had gone 

on for a little while but in the '50s the 

problem of that become into sharp relief over 

the idea or the beginning of territorial 

authorities. What was Congress thinking about 

this because this was a real issue? 
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Oh yes. They opposed the territorial 

aLtthorities. They never opposed the 

chieftainships Congress never did that it 

would have been madness if they did that. Let 

me give you an e:<ample. For years Congress 

under Luthuli had tried to win support from the 

Nongoma Africans. The Nongoma Africans did not 

want to hear a word about Congress because this 

is where the king lived and there the feeling 

was that this is the King's territory and we 

belong to the King. But one day there was a 

knock on the door of Luthuli's home and there 

was a big delegation from Nongoma. The 

government was starting one of its betterment 

schemes and the King had advised them to accept 

the betterment scheme and they had gone to 

Luthuli to say that they did not want the 

betterment schemes. What does he advise? So 

he sent them to me because I have been fighting .,. 

betterment schemes since 1949. So when they 

went up to fight this, they travelled with me -

the leading tribesmen. I knew their position, 

but I was interested to hear what they had ta 

say, so I said to them: "Why don't you follow 

the advice of the King? Aren't yoLI supposed to 

follow the advice of the King? He's told you 

to accept the betterment schemes, aren't you 

failing in your duty by actually opposing him?" 

And there was no hesitation. They sa.id that 

"it i·;; his job to tel 1 us what to do. It is 

his job to find out what our consensus is and 

to represent us and not the government." There 
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is no doubt about this. And this was the loyal 

supporters of the King where we couldn't get in 

before. 

Although there seemed in the 1950s that the ANC 

had become a predominantly urban mass 

movement - let's not call it quite a mass 

organisation, there was always a concern about 

mobilising people in the countryside. To what 

extent did they think about the territorial 

authorities as unacceptable or was their an 

idea about using them? 

The attitude was to fight the territorial 

authorities as way of mobilising because it 

went all against their traditions. You see the 

territorial authorities was to try and get 

Africans to rule over tribesmen. That was not 

the tradition of the tribesmen. The tradition 

of the tribesmen was that nobody rules over us. 

We take our own democratic decisions and our 

chiefs are there to represent us. This is 

important to remember and this is what lead to 

the Pando revolt. It was because a number of 

chiefs accepted territorial authority status 

and started to be bribed by that - you could 

not bribe a chief before - there was no way you 

could bribe a chief because he didn't take the 

decisions. You would have to bribe the whole 

tribe and that was of course impossible. But 

once you start separating the chieftain from 

his people as it were, subject to the 

government, then it opened the way for bribery, 

corruption, and undemocratic steps. 
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Now where does this leave Buthelezi? 

Oh Buthelezi fought against it. He fought 

against him. In fact when all the chiefs were 

called by the government to discuss this, he 

was the man who got up and said "We chiefs 

cannot decide whether to accept it or not, we 

have to go back to our people, it's for them to 

decide whether to accept or not." And the 

government was mad absolutely furious about 

that. Incidentally, let me 

that was never wavered from 

tell, something 

always going back 

to his people - it does not matter what it was. 

He will always go back to his people. 9 out of 

10 cases they would follow his advice. But 

still he would always go back to them. I have 

seen him come back from an overseas trip, a few 

of us have met him and he told us all the 

incidences of his trip in confidence, as it 

were, and then we were told that there's a 

whole delegation of Africans coming to meet him 

and he'd get up and talk to them in the same 

way he talked to us. Where he felt humiliated, 

where he felt proud, where he felt sunted on 

one side, nothing he told us, he hid from his 

people. His attitude is "What happens to me, I 

must tell my people because they must suffer 

with me and rise with me". And that's another 

reason why people seemed to find him too 

sensitive as it is called. They forget the 

Zulu custom "An injury to one is an injury to 

all", i.e. you insult Buthelezi, you insult his 

people. If he is too weak to defend, not only 
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himself, because to defend himself is to defend 

his people, he is not much of a leader. A lot 

of people don't understand that. They look at 

it from the point of view of European politics. 

Where you go into the hurly-burly of the 

struggle and you expect all these things and 

you must take it in your stride. 

Take the knocks as it were. 

Ja, but again, that's politics from the white 

man's point of view. 

Sibisi at this point in time, he moves into 

KwaMashu in 1958 one of the first people to 

get a house. He is a member of the first 

official KwaMashu Residents· Association, but 

is opposed by the ANC's Residents Association. 

Do you remember anything about the ANC's 

Residents Association? 

Yes, very much so, but I wasn't involved in the 

day-to-day aspects of it. But as KwaMashu was 

being developed, we decided to form the 

residents· associations, especially in the 

beginning. You see the ANC in Natal only 

became a mass organisation only in '58 to '59. 

This was as a result of a conscious decision to 

build up the grass-roots level of the ANC. The 

Youth League, with Luthuli as their leader, 

took over in 1952, but there had been so many 

big fights; big, platform-thundering speeches, 

but no building up the grass-roots level. By 

1958 it became clear that the ANC were going to 

fail, unless it took definite steps to build up 

the grass level ••• I'm sorry, '59, it was June 
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1959 that we consciously started working to 

build up grass-roots level on a conscious 

basis. And we used the experience of all the 

struggles of the peasants over the betterment 

schemes, to build 

the rural areas. 

branches. But 

up branches straightaway in 

And build up the urban 

building up all the time 

conscious of the urban-rural, urban-rural. The 

only other place that worked along that line 

was Port Elizabeth, but nowhere else. It is 

constant building up of urban-rural branches. 

If you look at the history of the ANC and SACTU 

you'll find that the biggest success of this in 

the whole of South Africa was in Natal, '59, 

'60. That was because we have taken constant 

decisions along those lines. One of the ways 

we started off was in residents· associations. 

Which became particularly useful after the ANC 

was banned? 

That's an interesting story. That's an 

interesting story •••• You see, when the ANC 

was banned, most of the leaders were in jail 

because they were facing a treason trial, 

others were picked up. I was underground. Now 

we had to decide what to do. Of course the 

ordinary ANC members, now there were about 

20 000 in Natal, didn't know what this ban was 

all about. They still came with their 

subscriptions to their local branches during 

the Emergency, and what to do with that? So my 

suggestion was, look we keep the ANC going but 
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we can't go around telling people to pay 

subscriptions to the ANC. So what we 

their 

did 

immediately, is form everywhere, where we 

branches, now this they were doing 

opposite. We're had the ANC branches, 

immediately formed residents' associations 

the money that was paid in, was paid in to 

residents' associations. And we did the 
r 

had 

the 

we 

and 

the 

same 

work. There was not a slightest difference in 

the work. But to keep the name of Congress 

going, we would still call up large meetings of 

the Congress. We'd say - issue a leaflet 

"Congress calls a meeting on this issue, 

Congress calls a meeting on that issue" - in 

these huge headlines, right at the bottom, in 

tiny headlines "South African Congress of 

Trade Unions, South African Indian Congress, 

South African Congress of Democrats". But 

everyone knew what that was all about. So our 

mass meetings went on, Congress was in the 

front of everybody's name. June 26th, the only 

part of South Africa that had a celebration on 

June 26 against the advice of Johannesburg. 

They said you can't have June 26th, all your 

leaders would be arrested. We said "To hell 

with that!'' had a huge June 26th, Freedom 

Charter, at the time the ANC was banned. 

That's why I laugh when people tell me that the 

ANC was banned. The ANC was not banned. What 

banned the ANC was the stupidity of certain 

members. Now at the time I was advising the 

ANC to change the name, call it South African 
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People's 

forget 

National Council, or South African 

Congress. They they said "No, we can't 

the name of the ANC". My attitude was "O.K. 

keep the name. For a small group that can 

occasionally issue leaflets, statements, etc. 

but you can·t under underground situation build 

a mass underground organisation" 

impossible. 

Using a banned name. 

it is 

Oh yes, at least change the name. The argument 

that the government would ban that. My answer 

was very simple - that the government banned 

it - let us not ban it, let us build these 

organisations. Must not forget the ANC was 

only banned for a year - it had to be subject 

to parliament re-passing banning order each 

year. Anyway in Natal the emergency meant 

nothing to us. The banning of the ANC meant 

nothing to us - just carried on as before. All 

the groups were there - they were called now 

the Residents' Association, all the work was 

the same and the Congress· name was spread far 

and wide, as I"ve told you. But when the 

leaders came out, they called a special meeting 

in Natal of the ANC and of the Joint Congress 

Movement. 

This must have been, when? 

This was about September, October 1960. 

Right. 

The ANC met separately from the Joint Congress 

Movement where a helluva attack was made on me 

for trying to mislead the ANC. I wanted to 



Edwards: 

Arenstein: 

Edwards: 

Arenstein: 

193 

form another organisation, I wasn't interested 

in the ANC. And the people over here had 

fallen into my trap and the ANC members who 

were all youngsters, the old members were in 

jail. And what we had taken was a number of 

young fellows who actually proved exceeding 

able, trained up to be new leaders overnight ••• 

Johnny Makatini who is now overseas, has been 

representing the ANC at the U.N. All these 

were trained during this period and it was an 

exciting time for them, suddenly they saw a 

banned organisation absolutely flourish and so 

the next thing was all those Residents' 

Associations put out of existence and an 

underground ANC organisation, which, of course, 

couldn't carry on. 

Isn't that the interesting thing about the 

transition? 

But, six months after the ANC leadership issued 

a call for the resident associations. Ours had 

never resuscitated. been broken 

Isn't that the interesting point 

existence .of those civic bodies and 

supplanting by an underground cell 

working on the M Plan. So it served 

recruitment base of MK? 

the 

its 

system 

as a 

No, no. To certain extent, yes. But these 

were already chaps who were already in the 

movement. What the MK did was two things. 

They selected the leading cadres, and this was 

a terrible thing, and put them into MK. Then 

from the rank and file of already tried and 
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them to go 

that in the 

ordinary way. No, you had to be highly trusted 

and, my god, one little slip and the whole 

thing was gone. And the trouble was they took 

leading cadres from SACTU because the SACTU 

chaps were fulltime and you know what it cost 

us to build up the cadres of SACTU leaders. 

You know what it is to have a good trade union 

leader, you know how long it takes you to train 

him and the trouble you take training him. And 

then what happened to them, when the police 

smashed MK, they smashed SACTU and there were 

no reasons for it all, no reason at all. 

That's now SACTU was smashed. All the leading 

cadres either became prisoners or state 

witnesses or they fled the country, leaving a 

number of people who had no idea how to run a 

trade union. And all the government did was, 

as we elected these chaps into leading 

positions, they were banned. Not SACTU but the 

leaders were banned, but SACTU was growing. 

<Section omitted) 

We were shocked because Moses Mabhida wasn't 

supposed to have gone overseas. We had decided 

that when an emergency took place a number of 

us went into hiding and Moses Mabhida was our 

key man. He was our first SACTU organiser. A 

number of us contributed_to his salary and his 

e~<penses. That's how we started him in Durban. 

And he was an outstanding organiser. One year 

later they sent him off to Czechoslovakia fo~ 
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The best 

organiser we had in Natal trade union 

organiser. Hell when I think of the way they 

smashed the movement because again of a wrong 

assessment - fascism has set in. 

One last point in summing up Sibisi. 

general comments on that type of a leader 

Your 

who 

is in many ways an organic intellectual who has 

a strong material base in particular area: the 

power that derives from it. What are your 

general impressions of those types of people? 

You see, the petty bourgeoisie is generally 

able to put - find that leadership because he's 

individual in a way, he's got more time on his 

hands. Because he is part of the petty 

bourgeoisie he needs the support of his people. 

He is able to mix with them. But take the 

ordinary worker. He gets up at 4 a.m. so he 

can get his bus at 5 a.m. and travels an 

maybe two, to work. Work flat out the 

hour, 

whole 

day in soul destroying work, come home at night 

exhausted and still has to do something for the 

children. By the time he has got into bed he 

is finished. He's fast to sleep and that is 

his life for five or six days a week. Sundays 

he doesn't want to know anything. Compare that 

to Sibisi who can run around like anything. On 

the one hand his future profits are based on 

his correct running around. So there is a 

material base to his running around. At the 

same time he has much more and ability for 

running around. So who can provide a 

leadership. It can't be the ordinary worker. 
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(Section omitted> 

Lenin points it out actually, that the working 

class leaders, in the beginning, have to come 

from outside the working class. But whether 

they are real working class leaders or not, 

depends on whether they identify with the 

working class. It's very difficult for the 

working class in the beginning to throw up 

these leaders. Later on, when you get working 

class organisations, then you can look for the 

best workers in the factory, and pull him out 

of the factory and make him into a first-class 

working class leader but it's difficult, 

before you're established some sort of 

organisations. That usually comes from the 

intellectuals. 

Particularly in the late '40s and early '50s 

when African trade union leaders 

thin on the ground to compare with 

populism? 

are rather 

Sibisi-type 

That's right, but then one must go back to our 

economy. You see, from 1933 onwards we were 

virtually having an industrial revolution and 

this revolution, especially during the war 

years, threw up all sorts of opportunities. 

Suddenly Cato Manor was clustered with people 

who needed some sort of shops, facilities and 

there were none. There were no shops really, I 

mean they just came pouring into the towns, and 

enterprising, let's say petty bourgeoisie, were 

able to at least serve their people in one way 

or another, but nobody else could do. 
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Date: 

Mr IL Edwards 

16 O'Connor Drive, Westville 

14 June 1988 

From 1950 onwards, Mr Bourquin was a senior official in the 
municipal Native Administration Department in Durban, becoming 
Manager and then Director of this Department during the 1950s. 
He later became Chief Director of the Port Natal 
Administration Board and retired in 1979. During the 1950s 
and early 1960s he was to have particularly important contacts 
with Mr Sibisi. 
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Perhaps we could start by reviewing very 

generally how you came into contact with 

Mr Sibisi and what your overall impression of 

him is. 

Yes, well my first difficulty is that I cannot 

quite remember precisely when I met him and how 

far back our association went. As far as I 

remember, my first contact with him came during 

a period which I always regard as a period of 

stress and strain, that is the years following 

the Cato Manor Riots ••• 

Of 1959? 

That is correct. And I knew of him and my 

personal contact with him was only through an 

effort by Charles Mbutho to get me on speaking 

terms with Sibisi or the other way around. I 

do knot know what prompted Mbutho to make 

repeated attempts or requests for such a 

meeting because I had not met Sibisi before. 

Had you already met Mbutho? 

Yes. Yes, but very casually, but not for very 

long and I did not know what role he played or 

what his background was. But yes I had met him 

occasionally, and it was as a result of these 

casual meetings that he decided to establish 

contact. After a couple of meetings with 

Mbutho he then asked whether he could arrange a 

meeting between Sibisi, myself and himself. 

The reasons for such meetings was never stated 

very clearly. They were just occasions as 

Mbutho put it "where matters of general concern 
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could be discussed" with possibly the prospect 

of some answers being found and some solutions 

being proposed. 

Now these meetings, they were all at your house 

were they not? 

Yes, they were all at my home. I suggested 

that we could meet if my business took me to 

KwaMashu or elsewhere, but at that stage ••• and 

theirs was not the only contact I had with 

people, they did not wish it to be generally 

known that they were meeting with me. At that 

stage I was persona non grata with most of the 

Black population, particularly following the 

riots, and there might have been the fear that 

they would be regarded as sellouts or stooges. 

Yes, being the lackeys of the authorities. 

So these meetings always- took place in the late 

afternoon. They would come to my house in 

Overport and would last anything up to an hour 

or an hour and a half. On one occasion the 

meeting dragged on and on and I invited them to 

stay for supper at my house and it was on that 

occasion that Sibisi remarked that he had never 

thought it possible for him to have such close 

contact and be invited to a meal in my house. 

But the discussions were of a very general 

nature and for that reason I cannot really 

recall any particular subject. They did deal 

with living conditions in KwaMashu, at 

Clermont, although Clermont did not fall under 

my direct care so - I think that they may have 

wanted me to act as a go-between between them 
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and the Clermont authorities, but •••• even on 

other occasions requests were made that I 

should act in that capacity I always turned 

them down because it would be quite wrong for 

me to interfere in another area's 

administration. 

The impressions I had of Sibisi was that he was 

an intelligent man, cautious in his first 

approach but quite candid once he had gained a 

certain amount of confidence and felt free to 

speak. I remember that during the first 

meeting Mbutho did most of the talking and 

Sibisi would merely chip in here or there with 

a few remarks. But it was only subsequently 

when he had sort of warmed up to our 

association that he then spoke of his own 

accord and put forward his own views and points 

for discussion. I have always found him 

e!<tremely reasonable in his approach. He had a 

balanced outlook insofar as he presented it to 

me and for that reason I valued his views, even 

though they were spoken at a general level. 

But they did give me an insight into conditions 

at KwaMashu in the early stages and also a 

picture of the views and aspiration of people 

with whom I had no direct contact. These 

people were I might call them the opposition to 

the officially sponsored black bodies. 

There was a tussle between the Locations 

Advisory Board which were in existence in 

Durban at the time, mainly under the, well for 

politeness sake, lets call it the leadership of 

----------------
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Champion. He became self-appointed spokesman 

for all the <Locations Advisory Boards). And 

in order to strengthen his own position he 

wanted KwaMashu to become part of Durban set up 

of (Locations Advisory Boards). 

Now I must admit that at that stage I was 

intent upon following a policy of divide and 

rule and I did not fancy the idea of having 

Champion getting involved in the affairs of 

KwaMashu. Especially also because Champion was 

then living at Inanda and had a very strong 

personal interest in what was going on out 

there. He had his business interests out 

there, he had his cronies and he obviously 

wanted to make sure that he had a position of 

strength by being involved in the KwaMashu 

Urban Bantu Council which was to take over from 

the Advisory Boards. So we argued that the 

problems and needs of KwaMashu were quite 

different from those of the established 

townships, because the other townships were all 

centred or rather lay in the southern areas of 

the city whereas K1t,aMashu was at the e:<treme 

north, actually outside the city. So their 

problems were different and required different 

treatment. And that while there were good 

reasons for grouping all the other townships 

together under one umbrella, it might lead to 

an inefficient administration if we were to 

bring KwaMashu in as well. 

So it was then decided to call the Durban Urban 

Bantu Councils the Ngizizimu, meaning south in 
-) 

Zulu, and KwaMashu separate. 
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But in the intervening period, between the 

establishment of KwaMashu and the Urban Bantu 

Council set up, there were attempts by all 

sorts of people to establish an organisation 

out there representing the people but not 

falling under the control of the 

administration. So we had to start with the 

isolomuzi, "the eyes of the home or people" or 

which we had had experienced in the older 

townships prior to the Cato Manor riots. When 

the A.N.C. became more militant they tried to 

set up counter bodies in the townships and 

although at the time we had the old established 

recognised Locations Advisory Boards and then 

subsequently the Urban Bantu Councils, attempts 

were made to establish sections of the 

isolomuzi in Chesterville, Lamont and wherever. 

They were strongly leftist, if I can use that 

term in relation to the A.N.C. or strongly ••• 

Yes I think I must use the term leftist because 

I had no problem with the A.N.C. up until the 

time the policy of violence was adopted. I 

accepted the justifications for their 

organisation being in resistance and also for 

the efforts they had made in the past. But 

from that stage they obviously became 

influenced by organisations which had ulterior 

reasons, like the Communist Party and so forth, 

and the isolomuzi was definitely an 

organisation which tended in that direction. 

Can we clarify this word leftist because its an 

interesting word. Leftist in the sense of 

someone being an African Nationalist who would 

support the policy of sabotage, or a socialist? 
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Well, socialist, they were definitely broken 

away from the traditional Bantu outlook on 

things. Although the Zulus, I cannot express 

it in more general terms, the Zulus had a 

system was perhaps an ideal form of communism 

communal landownership and that sort of thing. 

But it was quite different from the forms of 

communism which are presented today. So the 

isolomuzi was not accepted by the traditional 

Zulus - it was regarded as a more radical 

development. Nowadays one would call them 

Mar:-dsts, socialists, it does not quite meet 

the point but its the closest I can get. 

Now the isolomuzi was not a general 

organisation it had no organisation. 

committees of the isolumuzi depended 

The 

upon 

closely built-up areas and they would establish 

a cell of the isolomuzi which was independent 

of others. But they realised for that reason 

that they would have no voice or that their 

voice would carry no weight and for that reason 

the Residents Associations came into being. 

These were people who realised that only by 

greater organisation would they be able to 

catch the ear of the people and possibly also 

make an impression on the authorities. One of 

the leading men in that regard was 

Curnick Ndlovu a real thorn in our side at 

the time and I would regard him as the kingpin 

around which the residents association in 

KwaMashu spun. I may be wrong but that is 

certainly my impression. 
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Now the Residents' Association got a measure of 

support from Champion because he felt 

frustrated when his repeated efforts to get 

KwaMashu brought into the combined body in 

Durban seemed to bear no fruit. So he used the 

Residents' Association - or they used him as 

their spokesman so there was a three-cornered -

I won't say fight - three-cornered efforts to 

attract the residents. But as far as I can 

remember now, the KwaMashu Urban Bantu Council 

was then duly established and had its first 

meeting in April 1961. For some time 

afterwards the Residents' Association tried to 

maintain a rival organisation but it eventually 

faded away. 

Now thinking back it must have been at about 

that time that I first met Sibisi because if I 

think back I do remember that the issue of the 

Residents' Association was discussed and, as I 

mentioned earlier on, Sibisi had an insight 

into the views and the aspirations of other 

residents of KwaMashu who wanted to stay away 

from the Champion camp. He also, perhaps 

correctly, said that bodies such as the Urban 

Bantu Council would for long lack any real 

popularity because of the strengths of the 

isolomuzi. He also pointed out, again quite 

correctly, that once the Residents' Association 

became recognised, they would be in the same 

position as the recognised bodies - they would 

have to toe the line. 
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I remember thinking of another example at the 

time which proved this point. The chairlady of 

the Housewives League here in Durban had always 

been very vociferous in her criticism of 

certain City Council issues or decisions. 

Right from the moment she decided to stand for 

the Council and became a member of the Council 

she became muzzled and her effectiveness was 

partly reduced (tape indistinct). 

Now this difficulty led to the idea of 

establishing other channels of communication 

between the people and the councillors. This 

idea was the establishment of a system of block 

men in various wards or cells. Now whether I 
should give Sibisi credit for this alone or 

whether this was a more general plan I do not 

know, but Sibisi was certainly involved. So 

the Urban Bantu 

in the local 

Councillors would appoint 

areas who they wanted to 

men 

look 

after the affairs in certain sections of their 

wards. 

Let's go slightly back for a moment. You 

mentioned before we started taping that when 

the initial approaches were made for a meeting 

with Sibisi that you were not quite sure of his 

bona fides? 

Yes that 

suspected 

is quite correct. 

that Sibisi could well 

At first I 

be a plant 

from the African National Congress. We knew 

that he had been involved, for example, 

Arenstein of the issue over illegal traders 

with 

at 

Cato Manor and Arenstein and I had simply never 
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got on. We saw the world in very different 

ways and I felt that he was never willing to 

listen to reason and was constantly 

interfering. And, of course, with the 

political troubles surrounding the removals and 

the activity of the A.N.C. such a ploy could 

result 

through 

I soon 

have been on the cards. But both as a 

of him being introduced by Mbutho and 

listening ta what he had to say, 

realised or accepted his sincerity and 

fides. 

Let's backtrack again to where you were talking 

about Sibisi and Mbutho coming to your home and 

leaving the car elsewhere and wanting certainly 

to keep it all fairly quiet. 

Yes the number of meetings I had with them 

might have been five or six. They were always 

arranged by Mbutho and they certainly did not 

want any publicity given to them and for that 

reason did not want me to keep any details or 

notes or records. I did jot down a few points 

especially when they made suggestions about 

things which were of day to day interest or 

necessity but obviously there was no 

opportunity to keep detailed minutes and 

whatever notes I made I certainly did not keep. 

I attended to whatever matters needed immediate 

attention and left it at that. 

(section omitted) 

But subsequently we became quite good friends 

and one or two occasions I actually visited him 

at his business at KwaMashu. I had forgotten 
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about that but that is how memory comes back 

when one talks about a thing. He had a 

business in ••• I think it was Section 3 at 

KwaMashu. We did not go into this business. I 

was accompanied by one of my assistants who was 

the superintendent at KwaMashu. That matter 

would have attracted rio attention because this 

man was generally known and his business was to 

deal with matters of this nature and he told 

Sibisi that I was there so he came to the car 

and we drove a short distance away and we had a 

chat. I forget the specific reason why I went 

to see him and then I circled the block and 

dropped him again - so this happened on two 

occasions. Whether my visits to him were to 

elicit information or pass back information or 

to discuss something I just cannot remember. 

In any case, they must have been matters of 

general concern and far that reason did not 

register in my memory. 

How did Sibisi manage to get a trading licence? 

After all, he had not been a trader before. 

Well that did not really matter provided that a 

man had working capital and was generally of 

good standing and applied far a business site. 

In connection with Sibisi's application for a 

business site, I cannot remember who handled 

it. I did not normally handle that sort of 

thing personally and I was not aware that he 

had in fact applied for a site so he got the 

site without any reference to me or without me 

playing any part in it. I cannot even remember 

what sort .of business it was. 
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Yes and it was shortly after that that he left 

KwaMashu. 

Now Sibisi was also a marriage officer here in 

l<waMashu. Christian marriages. I do not know 

if you were aware of this? 

Yes. 

Now why the need for that type of business or 

activity? 

I cannot say. 

any case a 

Registration of marriages was in 

function of the commissioner's 

office and although we acted at times as 

recipients of information about births, 

marriages ••• we would simply pass them on to the 

commissioner's office and for that reason I 

cannot say whether he was the only marriage 

officer or whether there were others. Normally 

ordained ministers of established churches are 

also marriage officers so I would say that 

there was no need for supernumerary marriage 

officers. Whether he had that licence before 

he came to KwaMashu I do not know. I just knew 

he officiated in that capacity and I had no 

reason to query it. 

Was there not during the period when people 

were being moved from Cato Manor to l<waMashu a 

need for many of the residents of Cato Manor to 

legitimate their relationships with women and 

difficulties between town women and farm women? 
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On yes it was a prerequisite of the allocation 

of a house to produce some proof of a 

recognised marriage, which could be a tribal 

custom, by civic or by Christian rites. 
' 

And so there was a significant group of people 

who needed to be married? 

Oh yes, very much so. It was for that reason 

also that during the removal period from Cato 

Manor we established an Emergency Camp at 

KwaMashu which provided temporary accommodation 

for people who claimed either legally married 

and just had to establish proof or intended to 

legalise their marriages. 

Dealing with another matter which involved 

Sibisi during the later 1950s. His 

participation on the Paramount Chiefs Council 

and the isicoco. 

about it? 

Do you remember anything 

Yes, I just want to correct one point. The 

isicoco was not the Paramount Chiefs Council. 

Strictly speaking it had nothing to do with the 

Paramount Chief. There was another 

organisation which was the Paramount Chiefs 

Council but that was not the isicoco. 

The isicoco was an organisation convened or 

established by my own department and simply 

referred to men who had a certain status in the 

urban community basically on account of their 

employment. It did not exclude but it was not 

the preserve say of Urban Bantu Councillors of 

Advisory Board members or people who held some 

official designation. But arising out of the 
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work situation, people who held positions as 

indunas, foremen or personnel managers in 

commerce and industry were invited to attend 

these meetings. And the term isicoco which 

means the headring was merely a symbolic one 

indicating that these were men of status and 

responsible men. They were to ••. the purpose 

of these m~etings was to get these men who were 

employed in commerce and industry and who held 

some position of authority together in order to 

discuss "unrest situations" - that is putting 

it bluntly and in a straightforward manner. To 

counter the rumours and the well agitation 

which went around in those days - sit down 

strikes, stay away strikes and al 1 sorts of 

actions which were proposed by the by now 

militant A.N.C. and also to comment on 

handbills and leaflets which were distributed 

by the A.N.C. accusing the administration of 

all sorts of evil intentions or in some cases 

actions which were unfounded or incorrectly 

stated. So these meetings were really designed 

to provide information, also in regard to 

proposed legislation and to counter any 

subversive activities and rumours to create 

unrest. These meetings were always held at the 

Somtseu Road Hostel, which was the largest 

hostel we had in Durban with a capacity for 

some 10,000 men. It had a large community hal 1 

where these meetings were held and they were 

attended by normally by between 80 and 100 men. 

The representative of the Paramount Chiefs 
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its chairman was Pika Zulu at the 

he always attended the isicoco 

meetings, because he was a member of my staff 

more or less in the capacity of an ambassador 

at large to keep contact between anybody and 

everybody in Durban. Go around meet them in 

the workplace, in the beerhalls or anywhere. 

He was generally known and their confidence and 

he would then bring back to us any problems or 

difficulties they had and many complaints were 

brought to Pika which would never have reached 

us and by that means we managed to sort out 

things. So he was always at the isicoco 

meetings, occasionally spoke, but was merely 

there as a representative. 

You talk of the people who were at these 

meetings being workers as opposed to those who 

represented communities of the Urban Bantu 

Councils or the Joint Locations Boards. That 

was a deliberate distinction which was made 

the need to get working Africans' opinions as 

opposed to those of the elite? 

That is correct and also to counter the dangers 

of disruptions at the workplace. 

In other words, A.N.C. and S.A.C.T.U.? 

Yes, but well the trade unions did not play a 

role in those days - certainly not to the 

extent that they play now. And there was a 

tremendous amount of rumours flying around. 

Many leaflets •••. 

{section omitted) 
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So the agitation came from an organised source 

but they certainly did not represent the views 

or wishes of the masses and they were forced 

into a situation which was not to their liking. 

And through the indunas at the isicoco 

meetings we passed back information or we gave 

assurances of protection and provided a channel 

which they could follow if they had any 

problems. 

Now when you set up these meetings did you have 

any discussions with the major employers of 

black labour? 

No, this was an arrangement which we had 

employer organisations. We did not deal 

them separately or individually. We 

with 

with 

dealt 

through the Chamber of Commerce and the Chamber 

of Industries and asked them to allow their 

indunas to attend meetings at given times or at 

times fixed in advance. And gave them the 

assurance that attendance at these meetings 

would be in the interests of the employers and 

established the bona fides. 

I wondered what type of contact you 

because this is after all the period when 

made your public statement to the effect 

the wages paid to African labour should 

raised because they could not afford the new 

housing in KwaMashu, which seems to 

excited employers both positively 

negatively. 

had, 

you 

that 

be 

have 

and 

Well yes. Negatively only for a limited 

period. I think it was then soon realised that 

this call for an improvement was justified and 

would improve the situation all round. 
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{section omitted) 

In any case even if employers had been against 

wage increases the dissemination of correct 

information was regarded as of importance by 

them and when calls went out for a strike or a 

stay away they were most an:dous to avoid the 

situations and it was through the isicoro 

meetings that their indunas could pass back ta 

their own subordinates the correct information. 

There were rumours for instance about increase 

in bus fares, or increases in house rents which 

were given out by the A.N.C. simply to work up 

a feeling amongst the people and to create 

unrest. For instance whenever the bus 

companies planned an increase in bus fares, 

they would advise us weeks or months before 

hand on the strict understanding that we would 

observe confidentiality on these matters but 

when the time came for it be implemented we 

would pass the information to the isicoco 

meetings and advise them beforehand and say 

that for such and such a reason increases in 

fares are necessary and can be expected and 

that it won't be more than so much. In other 

words gave them the information and gave them 

assurances. 

(section omitted) 

For how long did the meetings continue? 

I can't remember offhand. I would say possibly 

for a year or 18 months at the utmost. 

Now how did Sibisi get involved with the 

isicoco because by this time he is a trader in 

KwaMashu? 
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Well I can't that because we took no nominal 

role ••• we simply made it known that these 

meetings would take place at a given time and 

given place and everybody who had an interest 

was free to come. There might have been the 

danger of infiltrators coming in but I think we 

would have welcomed that because they would in 

that case have received correct information 

which was in any case no secret and would have 

shown up the errors of their own ways. So we 

would have welcomed ·members of the A.N.C. or 

anybody else to come. So whether Sibisi took 

an interest and heard about them and came on 

his own and if he came in official or semi

official capacity representing a firm or 

undertaking I just can't say. But as he was 

self-employed, he would have no mandate or no 

need to represent anybody else. But he was 

free to come. 

Now the Paramount Chiefs Council in Durban. 

What was that? 

That was an organisation which was established 

by the Paramount Chief. It was something over 

which we had no control. We knew of it, we 

liaised with· it occ:;asionally but I do not know 

on what grounds the Paramount Chief appointed 

people. It was initially and basically a money 

making organisation. The Paramount Chief might 

have wanted some financial support and would 

then give word to his councillors to collect 

money for him and he had to have same 

organisation to do this. And I believe this is 

) 
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how the Paramount Chiefs Council started. In a 

small way, just a few representatives and then 

it grew. The only connection which my 

department had with that organisation was 

through Pika Zulu, who. was a grandson of King 

Mpande and had been involved in Bantu 

Administration for many years and was highly 

respected, of advanced age, at that time he 

must have been around 70 or 80 years old. And 

he was appointed as nominal chairman of this 

organisation. Because he was a member of the 

Department, an employee, the Paramount Chief 

had the courtesy to approach me for my 

concurrence in him functioning in that role. I 

readily agreed much to my sorrow subsequently 

because the situation was exploited to the 

extent that whenever Pika was required by the 

Paramount Chief in Zululand I had to supply 

transport. So we always had to get a car for 

him and take him up and bring him back. Well 

there was no compulsion but in order to 

maintain our harmonious relations I had no 

option but concede. And it also meant that 

Pika, who was employed and supposed to be on 

duty in working hours could come and say the 

Chief wants me ne>~t week and he would be away 

for a week and sometimes longer and there was 

no question asking "Why must you go? Where 

have you been? " He was gone at the King's 

command and he returned when the King released 

him. 

(section omitted) 
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But that was really the only contact I had with 

it. Except of course if we
0

had a message to 

put to the King in general terms, we had direct 

contact. We would pass it onto Pika and say 

"Now look when you foregather with the other 

representatives we would like you to put this 

issue at the soonest suitable opportunity." 

One more point about the late 1950s and 

involves Sibisi in a strange way. In 1960 

then Chief Buthelezi writes a letter to 

commiserating on your having to cope with 

political crises which abounded and then 

it 

the 

you, 

the 

he 

reflects back on his own immediate past and in 

this context he refers to him having been in 

some difficulties over the succession to the 

chieftainship of the Zulus, the conflict 

between himself and other claimants. Do you 

remember anything about this? 

Only vaguely. I know he had problems. But 

just offhand and on the spur of the moment I 

could not identify them. Now you refer to a 

letter, I cannot even recall that letter. 

The letter was in your private collection now 

at Killie Campbell. 

(section omitted) 

I tell you why I ask that. One of Sibisi's 

claims to fame is that he was a central figure 

in attempts to restart the -Inkatha movement 

during this very period. Now the idea of 

restarting the movement is confirmed by various 

sources including Temkin and others, although 

they do not mention Sibisi by name. Do you 

recall anything of this? 
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Not about the Inkatha by name and as such, but 

I do recall, again vaguely, that a number of 

people were involved in organising movements or 

organisations in order to achieve certain 

objectives. Whether they were in conflict or 

as a counterpart to let's s_ay the A.N.C. or 

I.C.U. CS.A.C.T.U.?) or any of the other 

political or semi-political or trade union 

movements of the time, I cannot say offhand. 

But I do remember that there were people 

involved in organising organisations. 

Now involved with this again in a somewhat 

tangential fashion, can you to your 

recollection remember anything about moves that 

revealed a concern about the future position of 

the Zulu monarch, which is after all how many 

still saw the Paramount Chief? Here one must 

remember that this was the time of the 

Verwoerdian 

Authorities. 

idea of the Territorial 

Yes, now there were people who were opposed to 

the idea of the Paramount Chief's position 

being retained because they regarded this as 

being subservient to the White government of 

the country and felt that they could achieve 

greater independence if they were not subject 

to a Paramount Chief or to any chief at all. 

So it did not affect the King alone but the 

terms. 

But I 

chiefly institutions in general 

Opposition of the feudalist set-up. 

think that was restricted to the 

element and this was partly one 

urbanised 

reason for 
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Buthelezi's difficulties when he became Chief 

Minister. That he was opposed by people who 

saw him, again a stooge of the King or the 

Paramount Chief and felt that as he was 

occupying basically a political position as 

Chief Minister, he should not be connected with 

Royalty at al 1. 

Now this view of urban people of monarchy. 

What you are saying seems rather similar to the 

ideas of those young A.N.C. leaders in Durban 

who had, if one likes to put it this way, taken 

the movement over by the time of Defiance. 

Viewing the monarchy as certainly 

anachronistic. Because after all within the 

Natal A.N.C. the chiefly structures had 

constituted very much a House of Lords within 

the A.N.C. up until then. 

That's true. 

Now let's think of these new leaders. The 

M.B. Yengwa·s of the world. The younger 

activists schooled in the Congress Youth League 

forge of the 1940s. How can one discuss the 

contrasts and similarities between these people 

and the Sibisi's of the same time. How can one 

understand the different types of leaders which 

developed? 

Well, with regard to Sibisi himself, I think he 

had a split personality in the sense that he 

had a divided loyalty towards his own people 

and their traditions, that is the conservative, 

let's call it royalist, attitude - respect for 

the chiefs and the King, but on the other hand 
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a definite leaning towards emancipation from 

that and the substitution of feudal authority 

by the novea riche: the people now risen from 

the lower ranks to that position. Now this was 

a repetition of what Shaka had actually done. 

The important point of which the Zulus are 

aware was that at the time of Shaka, the chiefs 

were firmly established on a hereditary 

Shaka was the first person to 

commanders from the ranks. People 

basis. 

appoint 

who had 

distinguished themselves through personal 

valour or ability were now made indunas or 

chiefs. We had a similar situation in Europe 

where the officer class came from the 

aristocracy and only a few people who had the 

ability, sometimes, could buy their way in. 

Shaka followed that example, not by buying, but 

awarding and thereby establishing a personal 

loyalty of his indunas to him and not to their 

chiefs. Now the present tendency seems to be 

in the same direction and Sibisi was one who 

instinctively felt that this to be the course 

to be followed. That while he respected and 

accepted the old establishment, he felt the 

time had come for 

to take the lead. 

deserving emancipated people 

I do not know what education 

Sibisi had but I feel he looked down on some of 

the chiefs who were quite illiterate. I cannot 

remember any specific discussion, but from the 

general impression from my contact with him, he 

w~ critical of people in authority who did not 

have in the intelligence or the training or the 
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ability really to be leaders in modern times. 

And he felt that he had that ability. 

(section omitted) 

I do know of one occasion where Sibisi 

maintained he did not have the opportunity to 

develop his full potential and he could not say 

at the time what circumstances he would need to 

develop this, and would only say that in this 

set up as we have it today, I cannot really 

contribute what I feel I am capable of. 

Now Champion was also a rival to Sibisi in many 

ways. Because Champion also had this idea that 

he could achieve almost the impossible - with 

one exception being that Champion did not 

regard himself as being a nobody. Champion 

would always say "I am not just a nobody. I am 

not just a Dick, Tom or Harry." I once spoke 

about how not every Dick, Tom and Harry could 

get such and such. And Champion would reply 

And he "Well I am not a Dick, Tom and Harry". 

also said "I am not a Native". Champion used 

to speak of his compatriots as being Natives 

but always said "I am not a Native". Now 

Champion on one occasion said " I f I had the 

opportunity I could have done everything you 

White people have done here in Durban." 

Now Sibisi made a similar remark but in another 

context. My impression is that Sibisf was much 

of a dreamer. 

wrong term. 

u 

Perhaps a Walker Mitty is the 

But he did daydream about things 

he wanted to do. But there was definitely, as 

far as I could see, a deficiency in his 



221 

personality: he lacked the drive needed to 

assert himself. He was happy to instigate 

things and put forward ideas but at the same 

time had a personal modesty perhaps, but 

certainly something that held him back in the 

sense that he preferred anonymity. 

the power or the influence or the 

position without being able to 

forefront visibly. 

He craved 

leadership 

be in the 
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INTERVIEW WITH MR BB CELE AND MR M BLOSE 

Interviewer: Mr I L Edwards 

Interpreter: Mr r, D C Mbutho '...., ~ 

Location: Clermont Community Council 
Offices 

Date: ,., August 1987 .,;.. 

Both Messrs Blose and Cele were close associates of Mr Sibisi 
during Mr Sibisi's years of residence in Clermont. Mr Cele, 
then a journalist with the Mariannhill-based Catholic 
newspaper um-Afrika, and Mr Blose, later to be a figure in 
organising a new African National Congress branch in Clermont 
in the period after the removal of AW G Champion from the 
organisation's Natal leadership, were residents of Clermont 
and leading figures in this community. Both had been active 
in the Clermont Residents· Association Cisolomuzi) prior to 
Sibisi. 



B.B.Cele: 

Edwards: 

B.B.Cele: 

M. Blose: 

Ed~-.,ards: 

M. Blose: 

Edwards: 

M. Blose: 

223 

I am a photographer. 

And you have photographs of Clermont in the 

1940s? 

Yes, some. 

When I was first interested in Sibisi, was when 

I took up local politics, i.e. civil politics 

of Clermont. This is as far back as 1948. 

And you were living in Clermont then? 

Yes, Clermont at the time - 1948 - was under 

the Local Health Commission, the administration 

thereof. Sibisi had the Residents· Committee. 

The Residents' Committee was composed 

members, certain members of each ward. 

of 

There 

were, at the· time, two members from Umgeni, 

i.e. ward 8, we called it Umgeni. It had two 

members. The two members were the secretary of 

the ward and the chairman of the ward. That 

was Umgeni 

Fannin School. 

it e:<tended from the end up to 

The second one was Umvuzane, 

which is called ward 1. It had 3 members, i.e. 

the secretary, the chairman of the ward and a 

There was then Central and Indunduma member. 

wards. Central also had 3 members and 

Indunduma had 2 members. 

Why was this? Was this because these wards had 

more people? 

Yes. You see at Umgeni there were only about 
v 

6-10 houses - the whole area. The chairman of 

each ward was under the Residents· 

The Residents· Committee was called 

Committee. 

Isolomuzi, 

in Zulu. There were a number of committees 

when Mr Sibisi was the chairman of the whole 
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secretary 

Residents' 

Committee was "refused", was rejected by the 

Local Health Commission. When Sibisi wanted 

that his men, i.e. people in the Residents' 

Committee should represent the people in the 

"Local Government" then the Local Health 

Commission, citing that they would not have any 

dealing with them, i.e. the Residents· 

Committee. It was only the Advisory Board that 

they recognised. 

So there was a separate Advisory Board. 

The Advisory Board was separate. It was 

elected by the people. But now the Residents' 

Committee was also elected by the people but it 

was for the people of Clermont and it was under 

Sibisi and its functions: 

1. To administer the "local government"; 

2. All minor disputes came before it the 

chairman of wards settled those matters the 

chairman could convene a meeting and announce 

what would happen or what had happened. 
j 

The Advisory Board had less influence, in fact, 

the people of Clermont did not have much 

confidence on the Advisory Board. People had 

confidence in the Residents' Committee. It so 

happened that the Advisory Board was 

responsible in taking the matters to the Local 

Health Commission and from the latter to the 

Residents' Committee - Isolomuzi. Isolomuzi 

was the body which called the general meeting 

it was the governing body. 
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So, even though the Advisory Board members 

wouldn't have been elected by the Isolomuzi, 

whenever there was something that needed to be 

discussed, they would go to the Isolomuzi? 

And whatever or whenever there were changes 

that were coming in, they had to go and report 

them to the Isolomuzi. The Local Health 

Commission also did this in order to get a 

connection between itself and the people. The 

body that fitted into the likings of the people 

was Isolomuzi, the Advisory Board, I 

represented it, was just a delegate body. In 

fact we were sent by Isolomuzi to take matters 

to the Local Health Commission and vice versa. 

So, actually, the Isolomuzi was the most 

important body. When Sibisi left, the next man 

to take over was B.B. Cele and he is still 

chairman of the Isolomuzi - and that is how we 

know it as far as Clermont is concerned. As 

/ far as we know, Isolomuzi is the ruling body. 

It is more or less like the government in 

itself. The Advisory Board is a messenger 

body. 

In your history of Clermont you talk about 

Sibisi appointing a Minister of Justice, a 

Minister of Transport, etc. Wasn't Isolomuzi a 

government? 

I have a document where all those things are 

where we have Chief Constable, everything - it 

was all arranged. The Advisory Board, in as 

far as we know it, all these old people, myself 

included, were indoctrinated by Sibisi's ideas. 
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We still believe the Advisory Board is simply a 

"boy" to be sent anywhere and bring back 

messages or whatever. The only body to convene 

meetings is the Isolomuzi, i.e. the people. 

That was Sibisi. 

The Isolomuzi had not existed before 1948? 

It was there. It is only in my time when I 

came in, in 1948. I was still young. I was 

one of those young men who joined local 

politics and it was then that I came to know· 

Isolomuzi. I came to Clermont in 1944 and I 

bought my place - piece of land I had just 

got married. In 1948 I took up to politics. 

Sibisi used to tell us a lot of things even 

about the buses. He used to tell us that 

people must start to organise. Sibisi, as far 

as I know, was trained as an agricultural 

demonstrator. He used to encourage people to 

have co-openatives - he encouraged meetings. 

He was the chairman. Anybody who wanted a 

licence in Clermont, especially in the 

transport business, it was him, Sibisi, who 

used to go and recommend that person. I 

remember at one time when he went to recommend 

somebody, I opposed him. It is the I wanted 

Bantu Bus Service, i.e. Ngema's. l,Je were 

having so much trouble with the buses. Sibisi 
) 

kept on trying educating these people so that 

they would learn how to r~n these businesses. 

But, looking at the pattern he was adopting 

he was "eating" at our e:<pense - we were the 

workers. The buses were so poor especially the 
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, Inkanyezi - buses run by l<huzwayo - they were 

useless. Transport stopped running from town 

to Clermont at 6 o'clock in the evening. You 

would not get a bus after six. What was more 

important was that the buses could hardly reach 

Durban. They used to break down on the way, 

etc. l.rJe as workers were not sure that we would 

get into town. As time went on, after the 1949 

riots, the Indians were gone, we became fully 

defendant on the African people. We realised 

that we could not make it transportwise. So we 

went up with the Inyanda. We got Ngema to 

bring us a better company. Sibisi opposed 

this. It was then that 11 D0 you want Ngema?" 

We said "Yes". Sibisi then agreed that Ngema 

bring his buses, which were better on condition 

that Ngema operate under him, i.e. Sibisi. 

Ngema said "How can a big fish be eaten by a 

small fish? I should eat you." So when Ngema 

went to the Transportation Board, Sibisi 

apposed Ngema's application. It was then that 

the chairman of the Transportation Board, 

Mr Pratt??? said "Oh, Sibisi, you are a 

wonderful man. All mayors change but you are 

the only mayor who has never changed. You are 

always there to oppose and everything must be 

done according to your thinking." It was the 

only time that he was beaten. I had a long 

list of people who supported me, i.e. that 

Ngema·s transport be introduced in Clermont. 

It was the only time that I beat Sibisi. Ngema 

was granted a licence to operate in Clermont. 
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But Mr Sibisi? Did he still stay mayor? 

Yes, at the time. But he was then ~eak because 

in the Advisory Board where he used to be a 

member of the Advisory Board - I had managed to 

organise Mabaso - nicknamed Bhodwe Lenqondo, 

literally meaning brainpot, in charge of rate 

payers, and Blose Isakhamkhandlu, literally 

meaning organise of the community to oppose 

him. I opposed him and took up his seat. From 

then he became weak. It was then that he moved 

down to Mkhumbane, Cato Manor, to try new 

fields. This is when Ngema came in into 

Clermont. 

You talk about Sibisi'sJ idea of co-operation 

and co-operatives. This is at the time in the 

late '40s when organisations like Nabantu-Kop 

are coming in. Is this the same type of thing? 

Yes, the type of thing William Mseleku 

introduced. Sibisi was such a man that he was 

well-known by the people of Clermont. He was 

very clever. As a mayor of Clermont, the 

chairman of !solomuzi and at the same time in 

the Advisory Board, he knew what was coming 

from the Local Health Commission. He would 
L 

start by convening a meeting as the chairman of 

the Isolomuzi and he would start giving ideas 

as to what he thought was best for the people -

at the same time he knew that the very idea had 

actually been introduced by the people at the 

· Local Health Commission. By the time the 

Advisory Board brought the original ideas to 

the Isolomuzi meetings, Sibisi had already come 
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up with the idea. This is how he got the 

confidence of the people. 

everything to Sibisi. 

They attributed 

What was Mr Sibisi doing in Clermont? 

He was not running any business at all. Even 

when he was at Mkhumbane, he had offices in 

town. He used other people. He made use of 

people who could talk. 

Though he himself could 

He was so clever. 

he could easily 

convince - he convinced many a top brass and 

clever people - lawyers, magistrates - he made 

them listen to him and obey. He would say so 

many wonderful things. He kept on like that. 

Whatever he said came true. He was a hard 

worker, dig deep down. Even when he had left 

the Advisory Board, we were not enemies. We 

were still friends. I would still go to him 

for advice. In fact, he, at one time, talked 

about a Zulu university, Ngoye. 

Now when Ngoye came 

remembered that Sibisi 

into being, 

had at one time 

people 

hinted 

this in fact, people thought that Sibisi had 

had a chat with the government. People 

believed that Sibisi had some connections with 

the government because all his dreams became a 

reality. 

But surely there must have been other people in 

the Isolomuzi or on the Advisory Board that 

could have seen what Sibisi was doing? 

I used to oppose. 

Mtshali. 

Why? 

In fact, myself, Mabaso and 
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When he tried to tell people of things that 

were not there or things over which he had no 

authority, we would expose him. That is how he 

started to move out from Clermont. His 

authority started weakening and he left. 

Otherwise he would not have left Clermont. He 

could deceive people. I remember one time when 

I was a director - in fact one of the directors 

of the Clermont Improvement Company. This 

company would own some buses but I did not OWljl 

a single bus and the company did not own any 

buses. How could I be a director of a bus-

owning company when there were no buses? 

Sibisi had appointed me as one of the 

directors. 

You paid shares into this company, didn't you? 

And the company would then buy buses. 

He said so, yes (Sibisi)> All he did ~as to go 

out of Clermont and seek people who wanted to 

operate their buses at Clermont. We were not 

"sold". 

Company. 

He organised the Clermont Improvement 

They then came in under Sibisi and 

then the directors or 

directors, 

share. 

e.g. Blose 

people 

did not 

who were his 

have a single 

In fact these companies did not have any money 

or anything behind them? 

No. There were many companies that Sibisi· 

organised, e.g. Phaphamani (Wake Up}' 

Sizakancane (We are slowly coming up) and Bantu 

Homes. The Clermont Improvement Company ran 

one or two buses, but these were actually 
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somebody's buses. This person did not have a 

Carrier's certificate but operated University 

of Natal the Clermont Improvement Company which 

had no money. It was Sibisi who organised that 

certificate. After a time the whole thing 

collapsed. 

But the Improvement Company never held the 

carriers' certificates for those buses. The 

.individual owners had them. 

The company would get the certificates for the 

bus owners. Sibisi could get anything. In 

other words, the company had the certificates 

and could allocate them to whoever was willing 

to operate in Clermont, but under the Clermont 

Improvement Company. With Ngema, it was a 

different story since Ngema refused to operate 

under th~ company. This is what failed Sibisi. 

But Ngema's bus service also collapsed. 

Yes, but long after Sibisi had gone and by the 

time Ngema was also dead. 

And Cele you were also involved in the 

Isolomuzi at the same time. 

Yes. I agree with Mr Blose and I would like to 

delve into the matter concerning Cowley who was 

a lawyer at the time when black people in Natal 

were to elect a person who could represent them 

in Parliament. Mr Cowley used to come to 

Clermont once every two or three months. Then 

this question of Advisory Boards, Ratepayers, 

the land owners in Clermont, was raised with 

him as our MP. Mabaso asked him a lot about 

the Advisory Board, etc. He helped us a lat. 
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Mr Cowley said that to be a member of the 

Advisory Board one would have to speak simple 

English. Advisory Board members should stay as 

advisers and not deprive people of their land. 

The land owners did not have to have special 

qualifications, e.g. lawyers, doctors, etc., 

and the same applied to the members of the 

Advisory Boar~. Very few people during the 

time of Sibisi "inherited" land as is the 

custom with the Zulu people, e.g. I have not 

made a will but if I die, my land goes to my 

son. 

Let's go back to the period when Sibisi was 

strong in the late '40s and early '50s. There 

is another group called the Daughters of 

Africa. Do you remember them? 

The Daughters of Africa were established in 

Clermont as far back as the late '30s. My 

mother was a staunch member of that movement 

it was by women only - it was run by, amongst 

others, Khanya Ndlovu it was comprised of 

mostly old women. There was a Miss Shabalala 

somewhere in the country who used to move 

around (she was a moving stage) and Clermont 

was only a branch. Then there was 

Mrs Ntshingila, she was still young then. She 

was the one who organised like my mother. They 

were easily organised in the church, like 

Umanyano (an organisation doing special chores 

within the church). They taught about, among 

other things~ about the preservation of 

virginity among young women. At one time they 
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purchased a plot of land and cultivated some 

vegetables and used these vegetables to feed 

poor people; the Daughters of Africa. They 

later formed into a body collecting funds. Once 

there was money, 

people came in and 

trouble came in younger 

the old people were pushed 

out. My mother was thrown out, amongst others, 

Mrs Xulu of Indunduma. 

This was when Mildred Nsiba, later married to 

Zubane, came in. She was strong. There was 

also a nurse doing welfare work. The idea of 

an old age home was born at about that time. 

But they would not finance themselves. Also, 

at about the same time, there was a medical 

doctor who was behind the activities of the 

Daughters of Africa, though he was actually 

under the wings of the Local Health Commission. 

I should also think a white nursing sister from 

Pinetown took charge of the group when they 

formed a committee. Office bearers were 

chosen. They started collecting money and 

somebody was put in charge of the monies so 

they would not be misappropriated. This is 

when the doctor came in. The indigent cases 

were sorted out and helped through that 

committee. 

Now the Residents· Committee was attracted. 

That is when A.M. Khumalo came. He also came 

in with his ideas. (There was money and 

power). Sibisi was in the background. He 

never became a member he never actually 

involved himself practically. He was in the 
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background advising women - even his mother was 

involved. People like A.M. Khumalo came in and 

"ran the shop". When younger women came in, 

something went wrong with the funds and then 

the whole thing crumpled. It died a short 

death. Everybody ran away and nobody was ever 

prosecuted. The old, indigent people, who used 

to benefit, suffered because of the bad keeping 

of the monies. 

Another thing was that Sibisi was competent. 

He was honest in fact, he was trying to be 

honest. That is why some of us were proud of 

Mr Sibisi. Sibisi was a demonstrator - he was 

an organiser - it is only after him that all is 

gone. Every year in July, we used to have 

shows and he used to encourage the people in 

Clermont to work together and bring the crops 

to this agricultural show. He encouraged 

people to produce something from their small 

pieces of land. I remember when I addressed the 

public at the last show held in Fannin - now 

called the Ziphathele High School. 

behind this was Sibisi. 

The man 

Tell me, how had the Isolomuzi developed? Was 

it something close to what the congress wanted 

people to do? You have talked about Isolomuzi 

and civic politics. 

Yes, the ANC, the ICU - all those things 

Mr Sibisi was man who was quite happy with the 

ANC. He used to talk about I ka Seme. There 

was also the ICU and Cr1ampion. Sibisi was also 

involved with the ICU and Campion. There was 
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also Luthuli. You had to watch his words 

(Sibisi). Sibisi was not in the foreground. 

He used to say that Luthuli was sort of 

involving history. Sibisi did not take any 

part. He did not come forward. The same 

happened with the ICU. The same goes for the 

churches - he never took up a high position. 

Why was this? 

I do not know but I should think Sibisi 

believed in practicality. He used to interpret 

things he put words into action. When there 

was no action, he became bored. Sibisi never 

lost his direction. He remained with his 

ideas. This was a long process which lost him 

his time. This will tell on his life. He did 

not have much time to work for his children. 

That is why he was a poor man. He believed in 

serving the people correctly. He was honest. 

When he left Mkhumbane to go to KwaMashu I sent 

to see him. I met him. He had a flourishing 

business. The money was going in like anything 

but he took no interest at all. He was right 

at the back of the shop. All he did was to 

call for drinks, 

and drink, and 

etc. when we came in to 

we sat for hours on 

discussing our own things, civic politics. 

eat 

end 

He 

was not interested as what was going on at the 

shop. He was good at advising but he did not 

seem to have an urge to possess anything 

himself. He could advise on church matters. 

He was not power hungry. When he served the 

community, he served correctly. During 
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Sibisi's time there was no bribery. That is 

rife today. Sibisi did not believe in bribery. 

He would serve a person only when he could. 

Do you remember at the meeting when Luthuli was 

elected as the President of the ANC in Natal. 

That was in 1952. That was when the congress 

youth was at its strength (or at its making - a 

bit inaudible) how as the influence of the 

ANC in Clermont? 

In 1952 Luthuli became the Prezident of the ANC 

in South Africa and at the same time he was the 

chairman of the ANC in Natal. His secretary 

was Masabalala Yengwa, who has just died and 

here in Clermont he was the chairman of the ANC 

and his treasurer was one Mgedla and later 

myself. He was not strong then as he had just 

been ousted and he had a lot of opposition 

though he was on the Advisory Board. It must 

be clear at this stage, that the people did not 

like the Advisory Board, i.e. up to today, the 

people are not happy with the Advisory Board. 

Now, Champion was the leader of the Advisory 

Board. They did not like him. He was not 

popular at al 1. He was popular in other 

spheres though he was, though. He was more 

involved in the Advisory Board and the ICU. 

His end came in 1952. 

I'll tell you why I am asking about the ANC and 

the Congress Youth League. In the locations 

and townships in Durban in the late· 40s, the 

same time as the Isolomuzi was operating in 

Clermont, the Congress Youth League, people 
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"Stanford Ntone", Oscar 

opposed Champion and they 

tried to get their own people into the 

I wondered if there was any Congress 

League at Clermont. 

Board. 

Youth 

No. The congress at Clermont was not so 

strong. It was the only place where it was not 

strong save, of course, after the bannings and 

all other things. I was quite young those 

days. I remember during some years when they 

came to me from Mei and other followers - they 

came to me and asked me to leave the ANC and 

join the PAC. I refused. They wanted me to 

join the PAC because they contended that the 

ANC had Indian members. They further said that 

if things became too hot, Indians would pack up 

and return to India. I did not join the PAC. 

I remained with the ANC. Sibisi was never 

involved in these things but he supported the 

ANC - moral support. 

Sibisi with Dr. Seme. Did Dr Seme own land in 

Clermont? 

We are not sure. I came in during his 

days. He used to stay with the Khuzwayos. 

last 

He 

had eye trouble. But apparently they did not 

get on well. Seme was a lawyer and you had to 

be very careful how you approached him. He 

easily got fed-up. He would tell "Shut up". 

He had known Sibisi. I do not think he owned a 

house and that is why he stayed with the 

Khuzwayos. Sibisi also did not get on well 

with the Khuzwayos. So Sibisi and Seme stayed 
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used 

and 

had 

bought from Mr Malinga. The cow was in calf at 

the time (probably when Sibisi bought it). 

This was in the early '40s. Mr Sibisi's house 

was where Mr Mthimkhulu's house, lawyer, is 

now. (Mthimkhulu has recently been appointed 

by the KwaZulu government to preside over 

Ma~abalala Yengwa's ·memorial service). He 

demolished Sibisi's house and built his own, 

but on Sibisi's property. 

Sibisi was not the owner of Clermont but he was 

so good as to be honest. He did not deprive 

people of their possessions. Mr Sibisi had 

everything - he thought about everything, e.g. 

he had Mr Mtshali as a librarian, Mr Mdlozini 

as a musician. 
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INTERVIEW WITH MR C KHUMALO 

Interviewer: Mr IL Edwards 

Location: 'E' Section, KwaMashu 

Date: 31 July 1987 

A resident of both the Cato Manor Farm shantytowns and 
KwaMashu, Mr Khumalo both recalled aspects of Sibisi's life in 
Cato Manor and, through being a close neighbour of 
Mr CDS Mbutho in 'E' Section, KwaMashu, was in close contact 
with Mr Sibisi from the late 1950s onwards. 
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What do you remember about Mr Henry Caleb 

Sibisi? 

Sibisi was known to us in Mkhumbane and here in 

the location. He was a crook. When people 

moved from Cato Manor to KwaMashu, there were 

many people who were not married but who were 

living with someone. They had to get married 

otherwise they could not be moved. There was 

at that time no hostel accommodation; the 

hostel at KwaMashu came later and so they had 

nowhere to go. 

Sibisi then came with his marriage thing: he 

married people under Christian rites for 5 

plus a pigs head, which he ate with his 

henchmen. But many relationships were 

destroyed, because people did not have the 

money to pay Sibisi. Most people by that time 

were aware of Sibisi and went to him only· as a 

last resort. 

There was a priest, Christopher Magubane, who 

was a friend of Sibisi's. He would marry you 

if you came from Sibisi. 

the marriage certificate. 

He charged 2/6 for 

When you went to him 

you never took your prospective wife's I.D. 

Just your own and you would tell him the name 

of your wife-to-be. 

Most of the people who now live in 'E' Section 

had no wives in Cato Manor. They married in 

order to get into the buying scheme houses 

which at-e only here in 'E' Section. This was 

the first section to be settled. 
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To stay here you would have to pay £20 deposit 

plus 3/- of revenue stamps and then pay £3.4.6 

a month rent. In all the other sections people 

paid £2 a month rent. All the other sections 

had numbers painted above the doors just to 

show that these were "ordinary tenants". 

When you signed to buy a house the N.A.D. would 

just make you sign a whole lot of documents. 

Everyone was in a hurry, us and them. They 

even held their hands over the documents and 

just said sign. Thus ~..,,e were surprised and 

cross when, if you had not paid your 

installment by the seventh day of the month you 

found yourself being evicted by the blackjacks. 

We had signed that we would pay by the seventh 

of each month. This even though these houses 

were ours. 

Most of the people in this section arranged 

their own transport. You went to KwaMuhle and 

signed and then paid for your own transport. 

The municipal transport was only for those who 

had to be forced to move, and anyway it was 

inevitable that on the lorries much of your 

things got broken. They would fill the lorries 

up with everyone's things from lots of houses. 

You could never claim anything back. 

When you wanted to choose your house, you went 

to the office here and they took you around on 

a tour of the area showing you all the houses 

and then took you back to the office where they 

gave you a choice between four houses. 
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Section 'E' name is Dukemini: to lose your way 

in daytime. If you went to the shop, the only 

shop in those days, an Indian shop on the 

of the present police station, then you 

lose your way coming back. 

Tell me more about Sibisi and marriages. 

site 

could 

These hush hush marriages caused so much 

trouble. Many of these men were married in the 

farms. But in order to get a house here they 

had to get another wife. 

Sam Mabaso, one of the first councillors 

had a wife in the farm, but she could not 

children. He fell for a town woman who 

here, 

bear 

bore 

triplets. The farm wife learnt of this and came 

to KwaMashu. Shen then poured paraffin over 

herself and died. The KwaMashu woman who had 

told her then three days later did the same. 

Most rural women did not know about KwaMashu. 

They only knew about the man's place of work. 

When no money started arriving they came to 

Durban and went to the place of work. Then the 

man would have to find a place for them to stay 

far away, say in Chesterville. They had to be 

careful so that neither would hear about the 

other. 

Most of the men actually preferred their first 

wives but in order to get a house they had to 

marry. If that 

come to KwaMashu 

wife did not have a permit to 

then you could not be a real 

husband. And it was too difficult to support 

two wives so the trouble started. Some of the 

men, when they went to Sibisi, would put their 

first wife's name on the certificate. 
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If married under Customary Law, had to go to 

Prince Sithela and pay him money just to let 

him know. If married under Christian rites 

Sibisi then you would have to go to Sibisi. 

would ask: "How much was your lobola?" He was 

just trying to find out how much you could 

afford. Then he would make a figure. Say your 

lobola was R500, Sibisi would say R200, and 

then he would keep R100 and the other R100 

would go to Mbati, "that black bastard he was 

just like Hitler". 

If a widow went to Mbati and reported that she 

had just lost her husband he would say, even if 

she was still in mourning, "Go to the hostel 

and find another husband otherwise I will evict 

you." 

You could not avoid going to Sibisi because he 

had to testify that you were a resident, "you 

see Section 10", and the priest would refuse to 

marry you before he had been told by Sibisi. 

Mbati made this rule that men at KwaMashu could 

only marry women 

Pinetown "not even 

from KwaMashu, 

Chesterville or 

not say 

Umlazi". 

Mbati eventually got to know about Sibisi and 

tried to stop it. You would then have to pay 

further money to the minister. 

Do you remember anything else about Sibisi? 

It was only really after the 1949 riots that 

the Africans in Cato Manor became united. 

There were very few meetings before this. The 

Zulu.Hlanganani gained control. They said 

"Look ~...,hatever happens you must come and see 
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us. Do not do anything without seeing us. Go 

and see the mayor of Cato Manor, Mayor Makthini 

and he will go to Kwa Muhle." The real main 

leaders at that time were A.W.C. 

J.J. CShabalalaJ and Esau Makathini. 

[Champion], 

Clermont was taken to be 

because they had what 

Henry Caleb Sibisi, who 

the place of swanks 

were called stands. 

operated in Clermont 

then came down to Mkhumbane and merged with the 

Zulu Hlanganani. People saw this as good 

because here were educated people who had lots 

of experience. Sibisi promised surveyors, 

planners and builders to set Mkhumbane free. 

"Look we have done away with the Indians, now 

we must build" he would always say. 

There was a clash eventually, when Sibisi 

declared that all rent should be paid into his 

office in Road 3 in Chesterville. People now 

saw the Zulu Hlanganani as losing out. 

At one time in 1951, I recall this because 

Sheila had just been born, the two groups had 

separate meetings in different places on the 

same day. The Zulu Hlanganani had their 

meeting at Nicol Square while Sibisi and Bishop 

H.A. Zulu, who was also a crook, met at the 

Church of England church on the corner of Cross 

and Carlisle Streets under a big tree that 

still stands: St Faiths. 

Sibisi had told the Africans that he could 

promise them stands and that surveyors were 

coming. 

we will 

went to 

The Zulu Hlanganani said just wait and 

tell you what is happening. So people 

Sibisi. 
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The January parties to remember the 1949 riots 

were actually Sibisi's idea. "It was just a 

bait." After the first party people started 

saying "now where are our stands?" and they 

wanted to go and see "this creature, Sibisi;' 

just what does he look like?" You see, people 

had clamoured to Sibisi, claiming this and this 

site for themselves. Sibisi was quite a busy 

man. He would sit there looking all 

professional, with paper and things taking down 

all the person's particulars, where do you 

live, what do you earn, how many in your 

family, what type of house, where, etc. He 

would then say "Look I am seeing the surveyors 

this afternoon, I shall say that they must 

hurry yours up, just leave £5." When you saw 

him later he would say, "Who are you?" You 

would give your name and he would say "Oh yes, 

I recall, do not worry, everything is in here", 

patting his briefcase. He was a crook. 

When people went to straighten him out he would 

quickly say 

this and 

beerhall". 

would call 

"Look 

go and 

When 

after 

are you 

have 

you were 

you, "Oh 

a bit thirsty? Take 

some beer at the 

on your way out, he 

look just tell all 

the people there we are to have a meeting 

soon." 

The strange thing about Sibisi was that he 

never looked very wealthy, he was always 

dressed shabbily. His wife was a teacher but 

his children never went to school. He was a 
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never practised; 

He worked from 

It was then that the Dimba Bus Co came to Cato 

the Manor. They were just the same buses as 

Omnibus Bus Service except the latter were 

painted brown and the former green. They were 

6 brand new buses in Mkhumbane. When they 

parked there on the first day the main speaker 

was Sibisi. He said, ''Listen, Zulus, you see I 

know you have given me all this money. Look, 

this is your money - these buses." 

Initially, the Africans were reluctant to board 

because they did not know where the money had 

come from. They loaded up by the S.A.P. 

station and the City Police stopped them 

because they had just faked road transportation 

certificates: carrier certificates. They were 

impounded and then eventually auctioned off. 

Dimba, the ostensible owner, ran a shoemakers 

shop at the Victoria Street Beerhall. Neither 

the buses nor his machinery at the shop were 

his. It was Indian money. Dimba was the first 

to make these leather shopping bags so popular 

now. Dimba thought too much of himself: he 

had a Buick which he used to run around 

checking on the timetable for his buses. He 

was arrested for fraud and died there. His 

wife had even divorced him because she did not 

like what he was doing. 

Sibisi disappeared after that. 
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Then Sibisi returned saying that he had been 

away getting more buses. He said that Ngema 

~..,ould come and bring 12 buses and a breakdown 

for the people of Cato Manor. Actually Ngema 

went to Clermont. Sibisi had forgotten us and 

Cato Manor then and the Zulu Hlanganani had won 

in Cato Manor. 

Shortly after this Sibisi went to the police 

and impimpi-ied. He said "I am anti A.N.C." 

and told the police who was the A.N.C. in 

Mkhumbane. People learnt a little later about 

this and started to hate him. 

According to the Mkhumbane layout, Sibisi 

should never have got a house here [in 

KwaMashuJ but he was quickly given one because 

people wanted to kill him. This was the same 

as Mbutho. 

Mbutho had a Willy jeep that had belong to Ca 

municipal official]. He said it had bought it 

but people were suspicious. Sibisi was given a 

site house here that had stayed vacant for a 

long time and then got the licence for the only 

shop in the section. "They came one after the 

other, Sibisi and Mbutho." 

A chap, Mr Mapumulo, had the dry cleaning 

business but the black jacks came one day and 

arrested him and then soon after tliis Mbutho 

opened his. 

There was also a friend and clerk of Mr Shum's 

at Cabazini office who got the butchery permit 

here. 
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Along with Mbutho, Sibisi made lots of money 

out of influx control. If a person was 

endorsed out then he would go to Sibisi, say a 

minimum of £25 and then Sibisi would go to 

Mbati. £5 for Sibisi and £20 far Mbati. 

The two men who were the worst sell-outs in 

KwaMashu were Mr A.P. Ngcobo and Henry Caleb 

Sibisi, both of whom were on the first Township 

Residents' Committee. (Not the isolomuziJ 

When Mr Sibisi came to KwaMashu he started a 

scheme whereby all residents would pay 1 a 

month for their old age people and widows. 

This was called the Sizanani Club (Help Each 

Other). Sibisi had a house next to Kunene, but 

when the residents queried what had become of 

their money, he left and went to "C" section. 

There he left his children and went to Zululand 

where he still stays. 

What made the people careful of Sibisi and the 

Club was that all of a sudden Sibisi owned a 

Cadillac. When Sibisi had to flee he actually 

sold his house. Although this was home-buying 

section, here in 'E' section, one could not 

just sell your house, because it was not yours 

yet. He sold it for an exorbitant price but 

while the person believed they had bought it, 

KwaMuhle allocated it to someone else. He was 

so unpopular around here. 

Sibisi had come from Clermont where he was a 

shack owner, but when things had got too hot 

for him there he moved to Mkhumbane where he 

was in the same gang as J.J. Shabalala. 
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Sibisi and a person named Gcwensa had offices 

in Lakhani Chambers where they would sell non

existent sites in Clermont. All the sites had 

a deposit of no less than £250. When you had 

paid the full amount then you got a letter from 

them telling you to come to the office and 

collect your title deed. When you went to the 

office the man sitting on the stairs said "Yes 

what do you want?" You would tell him and he 

would say that they were not there and did not 

know when they would be back. 

Sibisi was also involved in the i-links, and he 

would operate in town although he lived in 

Mkhumbane. There were never any such things in 

Cato Manor. In all these things the first 

people would always get paid because this would 

then set an example and other people would then 

spend their money and lose it. The i-links 

would cripple people. Many people would go 

back to the farms and sell all their cattle and 

bring lots of money and invest it in the links. 

They would lose the lot." Sibisi knew about 

them and their stories because he was an 

agricultural man. 

Eventually Sibisi and company changed their 

tactics and started operating from street 

corners. They would employ a person and put 

him at a table and chair and he would sell. 

They would go around from place to place 

collecting the money and 

employee where they were. 

not telling the 

Sometimes there were 
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fights in town when the employee was attacked 

because people could not believe that he would 

not know where his boss was. 

People here in KwaMashu actually hated him. 

When two of his sons died, nobody, not even the 

neighbours, attended the funeral. He was 

already living in "C" section by then. He was 

just poison. 

Sibisi then fled to Zululand where he now works 

hand-in-glove with Mr s.z. Conco, the Chief 

Whip for the KwaZulu Legislature. Conca is 

also a garage owner in KwaMashu. 

Cenco got his money by scheming against the man 

who ran and owned shops at KwaMashu and 

Tembalithe stations. Conca made approaches to 

the man about a nice woman and a meeting took 

place. "He fell for her", and Cenco then 

threatened to reveal all and take the man to 

court for the woman was his daughter. The man 

paid Conca £5900 and that crippled his two 

businesses. With this money Conca then opened 

up his garage here in KwaMashu. He was 

previously an official in the Durban and 

District Football Association when it had the 

troubles over officials stealing monies. 

Sibisi lived next to Mbutho. He would always 

say that a person should live "by his wits". 

He always maintained that all his dealings were 

legal, but they were not. He would always 

carry a briefcase and an 

envelopes to look as if 

prosperous. 

armful of large brown 

he was important and 
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Sibisi was involved in masterminding an 

exemption racket. Together with a person 

called Mabalemade "long breasts", Sibisi made 

false exemption certificates and sold them for 

£20 each. Even the police could not tell the 

difference. 

There was very little that people in Cato Manor 

could do about these things. Everybody knew 

about these people, but nobody could stand in 

his way because there were always new arrivals 

and they had to go through them in order to get 

homes. They would promise us heaven and 

earth if you have any problems just come back 

to us for we are the owners. 

Sibisi and others would buy their herbs from 

I.C. Alexander because he was the only licensed 

herbalist in town and then they would sell to 

others. Alexander had more than 500 typists 

and assistants at his mail order business. 

Then when he started dealing around people got 

to know of this and his business suffered. 

When he went to Chesterville people already 

knew of him and he had to move to Ebony 

Shopping Centre in Lamont. 

But people would never hold the i-links in 

Mkhumbane because they knew people would kill 

them. The i-links were 

people new to the urban 

spread to the rural areas. 

popular amongst the 

area and then they 

Sibisi and Breasts 

would go around in Breasts· car setting up 

tables all over the place, even to the farms. 

They would never visit the same area and they 
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would always believe that if some people in the 

area had paid, then that whole areas has been 

touched. 

Breast has now died. He spent 15 years in jail 

for theft with false pretences. When he was 

released he then went around as a qualified 

doctor, with the stethoscope and white coat. 

He got into trouble when he consulted a young 

pretty woman. He said that as part of the 

medicine he had to "inject her by making loving 

to her." He said it was the nice medicine. 

The woman reported this to the S.A.P. and he 

got a further 7 years. 

Sibisi was great friends with S.B. Bourquin. 

When people were being deported from Mkhumbane, 

they would go to Sibisi who had a direct link 

to S.B. The client paid a lot to Sibisi. If 

you had lots of money you were a sure bet with 

Sibisi. 

When he was a driver for Durban Combined 

Dairies, he would have to go around to Sibisi's 

store here at "E" section. You could never get 

him to pay for the delivery. He would always 

say "Oh I have just taken the money to the 

bank. Come back tomorrow." Or "do all the 

other deliveries and the return" but when you 

~"l!ould go back "he had just left 11
• When Durban 

Combined Dairies refused to deliver anymore, 

then he ordered from Clover and then Durban 

Combined Dairies and so it went on. Eventually 

both refused to serve him. 
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Sibisi would often take you inside the shop and 

while you were inside his men would talk to you 

loader who would then get an offer of money for 

some crates. Sibisi would say come back this 

afternoon. But they went back and Sibisi was 

nowhere. 

Eventually even the Cadillac was repossessed. 

Apparently he had bought it in Johannesburg but 

had only paid the deposit. 

Sibisi was a councillor along with 

Mr Makhatini. Mbutho was the clerk and writer 

for Makhatini who couldn't write. When the two 

of them were councillors they dreamt up this 

scheme for a market: or at least the people-

wanted a market here in "E" section. Sibisi 

called a meeting and explained "Now if we want 

the city fathers to be impressed with our call 

then we must show them that we have money." 

The meeting had been called because Mbutho had 

been told to write a letter to the City 

councillor requesting a market. When nothing 

happened Mbutho was approached as the clerk for 

the councillors. At this meeting Mbutho said 

that he had given the letter to Sibisi. At the 

meeting Sibisi said, "Gentlemen, I have been to 

far away places and if we are to show the City 

fathers that we are capable of having a market 

then you must all pay me £1". The people said 

no. 

Mbutho eventually replaced Makathini as 

councillor. He just grew over him. It was 

then that he got his drycleaning business but 

in the early days it was actually owned by 

whites and Mbutho ran it for them. 
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INTERVIEW WITH MR T PHEWA 

Interviewer: Mr IL Edwards 

Interpreter: Mr CDS Ndlovu 

Location: 'E' Section, KwaMashu 

Date: 18 November 1986 

As an agricultural demonstrator, Sibisi was to work with 
Mr T Phewa·s father who was then an induna in the Valley of a 
Thousand Hills region. Mr T Phewa later came to know Sibisi 
during Sibisi's days in 'E' Section, KwaMashu. 



Edwards: 

Phewa: 

Ed~"ards: 

Phewa: 

Edt-Jards: 

Phet-Ja: 

Edv-,ards: 

Phewa: 

256 

When did Mr H.C. Sibisi arrive at the Valley of 

a Thousand Hills, in fact, Botha's Hill? 

If I am not mistaken, it was in 1934 or 1935. 

What in actual fact was he? 

He was an agriculturist. 

Who introduced him? 

For us to know about him, my father, who was an 

Induna, and some elders convened a meeting. 

Mr Sibisi had been brought by a Magistrate from 

Camperdown. It was at this meeting that Sibisi 

was formally introduced to the community, our 

community. He was introduced in the Zulu 

custom as an agriculturist, a formal one. He 

had come to help the community by demonstrating 

certain ways of ploughing the land. On this 

day he was in the company of some White persons 

who introduced him to the local Induna who in 

turn referred him to the local chief. The 

chief accepted him. 

When he started his work he made it clear to us 

that he had nothing to work with, that he had 

no oxen to use. He suggested that we offer our 

o;-~en to him because he had come to help us and 

he would demonstrate to us how to plough. 

Kraal heads came to a compromise that Sibisi 

should be offered the oxen. The first oxen to 

be offered belonged to the local Induna. 

How old was Sibisi at the time? 

I would say he was quite adult because he 

already married. In fact he arrived with 

wife. He was a nice man. He looked fit. 

was 

his 

But 

when it comes to diligence? He was diligent. 

Too much. 
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After this, we, the youngsters, were in for it. 

You see, a span of oxen has to be changed now 

and then to relieve the oxen so that they may 

go out to the pastures and feed. You see, my 

father and even my grandfather, had offered his 

oxen to be used by Sibisi. 

complained and said: "Our 

finished." Meaning that 

Later we youngsters 

cattle are getting 

they were getting 

thinner by the day. They were getting thinner 

because they were being overworked. Sibisi 

overworked our oxen. He had no mercy on them. 

He used them even in a day like this (meaning a 

very hot day). He used the oxen from sunrise 

to sunset, changing spans now and then - you 

see not enough time for the oxen to graze. He 

did a lot of work - here and there. 

Whose fields was he ploughing? 

No, not his fields. The fields belonged to the 

community, for instance, when he first arrived 

he ploughed the local Induna's fields, then our 

fields, then somebody else's, etc. The problem 

was this whenever he ploughed small fields 

then he would use the o:<en belonging to the 

owner of that land. Then there would be no 

change of oxen, that is spans. Some people 

objected to this, e.g. Ndlovu who said, "No, my 

oxen are getting thin". 

Who took possession of the crop? 

The crop belonged to the owner of the land, 

that if Sibisi ploughed our fields, that is, 

Phewa·s, then the resultant crop would be ours. 

You see the seed was provided by us. Mr Sibisi 
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would demand that type of seed far that type of 

soil. He said our soil was quite good and all 

it needed was to be ploughed in the correct 

way. 

Didn't you contribute any monies meaning did 

you not give Sibisi any monies so he would buy 

fertilizers, etc.? 

No, no, no. You see, Mr Sibisi encouraged 

people to "make" their own compost. He would 

send young women out to cut grass from the 

grazing fields for this purpose. These women 

would bring the grass. He would then chop the 

grass and make out compost heaps. I will tell 

you about Nzama, Gogoda Nzama, the local 

Induna. His fields were the first to be 

ploughed. In fact Sibisi had his house next to 

Nzama's kraal. You can say they shared the 

same yard. Sibisi had his house built by the 

"Amabutho". It was quite a job. The house was 

flat-roofed. In fact, it comprised of a 

bedroom and diningroom-cum-kitchen. This house 

was next to a shop. Sibisi's house was a short 

distance from the shop. 

How many shops were in this area? 

There was only one shop. 

Didn't Sibisi run a shop or shops? 

When Sibisi came to our area there was only one 

shop. It was not his shop. 

Didn't Induna Gogoda Nzama run a shop of some 

kind? 

You see Gogoda was a craftsman. He ran a shop 

at Matsheni in town (Victoria Street Beerhall 

and market) . He sold assegais. I am not 
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certain how the whole thing started. What I 

know is that Nzama started by exhibiting his 

handiwork at shows. This show was run by 

Whites and they encouraged Africans to put 

their work on show. I do not know for certain 

whether Sibisi rendered any assistance to 

Nzama - that is helping him to acquire a shop 

in Durban. I was still young then. 

How long did Sibisi stay at Botha's Hill? 

About 3 years. You see Sibisi was a nice man. 

when he left we lost a lot. I would not say 

that there is anything unbecoming Sibisi did in 

our area. By that I mean I did not come across 

or hear anybody complaining that Sibisi had 

robbed him of any money. But all I remember is 

when our people objected to Sibisi's 

suggestions that our oxen be kept in a 

neighbouring White man's farm every winter. He 

wanted them fattened so they would be fit in 

summet-. He sometimes used some of the o>~en in 

winter, in fact, in spring. 

man. He trained many an ox. 

he encouraged the building 

area. 

Sibisi was a great 

Not only that 

of shops in the 

When Sibisi first came, he complained that the 

area was a big one and the community should not 

be served by only one shop. Soon after he 

arrived a shop was built at a certain site. 

That shop still exists. The second shop Sibisi 

helped to build was that belonging to one 

Mdluli. 
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Before Sibisi arrived people came ta this one 

shop. They came from Maphephethani in the 

Ndwedwe area and from across the Umgeni River. 

Sibisi's initial application for a shop on 

behalf of one Ngcobo failed. They experienced 

some difficulties. Eventually the application 

was approved and Ngcobo built his shop - the 

first shop. He failed to run the shop and also 

to provide adequate stock. He died shortly 

thereafter. All this was initiated by Sibisi. 

He came with the idea. He was sympathetic 

towards people who were forced to travel long 

distances to come to this shop the only 

shop - which belonged to a White man. You see, 

none of the African people owned shops before 

the arrival of Sibisi in our area. 

The shop belonged to a White man nicknamed 

Sigoni and after Sigoni came another White 

man that is to the same shop, who used to 

drive a Humber, his car, and Dodge truck. I 

just forget his name. Before Sibisi came no 

member of the community thought of owning a 

shop. We thought that only White people 

own shops. Then came Sibisi - that man! 

certain that Sibisi had nothing against 

White man owning a shop in the area. He 

to say so when addressing meetings. He 

would 

I am 

the 

used 

was 

concerned only with the community you see, 

one shop in a huge area like that no 

butchery, etc. We used to slaughter our own 

cattle whenever we felt like having meat. The 

only butchery was far away, in Hillcrest. A 

-- -----------------------------------------' 
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butchery was opened at Botha's Hill, our area, 

just after Sibisi had left. It belonged to an 

African. This was Sibisi's idea. I am certain 

about this. After this, another butchery was 

opened by Mduli in my immediate neighbourhood 

in partnership with some of my brothers. 

I shall say Sibisi was our "path finder". You 

see, before Sibisi arrived, the local people 

never thought about business --running their 

own businesses. Most of the people regarded 

themselves as rich when they had a certain 

number of cattle and goats. They were less 

concerned with hard cash, banking, etc. But 

there were two men who were rich, in terms of 

money. These were Ngcobo, in fact two Ngcobos 

and Mkhize. I will say these three had a lat 

of money even before Sibisi arrived and they 

did not know how to use it. It was after the 

arrival of Sibisi and the exchanging of ideas 

with him that they shone. You see Ngcobo 

bought or took over an Eating Housing which had 

been run by a White man, that is, Wayside 

Eating Hause at Batha's Hill. You see this 

White man only sold bread• to the people 

hungry and weary people. When Ngcoba took 

over, he offered cooked meals. You see, the 

brains behind all this was Sibisi. There was 

samp, beans, meat curry - everything. After 

Sibisi had gone, this Ngcobo failed to run his 

business and he just faded. 



Edwards: 

Phewa: 

262 

I was told that Sibisi had been transferred. 

He worked for the government and we were told 

that the government would transfer him to any 

place at any time. We were bitter when he 

left. 

After some time I learned that Sibisi was in 

Clermont. This puzzled me as there were no 

fields to plough in Clermont. I wondered what 

he was doing there because he is a born 

agriculturist. I believe that from Botha"s 

Hill he went to Camperdown and then Clermont. 

When Sibisi had been transferred from your 

place, did things remain the same? Do you 

notice any difference? 

You see, we lost a lot. No more bumper crops 

for those who did not follow his instructions; 

I mean those who did not plough according to 

the way he had demonstrated to us. I will tell 

you something else. Sibisi was everywhere. 

When Sibisi came to our area, the two schools 

in the area went up to Std 4, that is the 

school belonging to or run by the Lutheran 

Church and the other school, Bethlehem. Only 

one school went up to Std 8. It was far away 

at I~changa. Sibisi was a member in all the 

committees, e.g. the school committee, etc. 

You see, whenever Sibisi talked to people at 

the meetings, he would be listened to. It is 

our people who contributed towards the cost of 

building some classes at the Lutheran Church

run school. This after several meetings when 

Sibisi was the main speaker. When Sibisi left 
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this school was up to Std 7. I am certain 

Sibisi was behind all this, because before 

Sibisi arrived the community never bothered 

themselves about the school in fact I will 

say, the schools that is the two schools 

went up to Std 4. The position was the same 

from my birth up to the time Sibisi arrived 

this is one reason why I did not go beyond 

Std 4 at school. You see in our area we 

believed that the last class was Std 4 because 

all the schools - there were three when I left 

school - offered classes up to Std 4. These 

schools were: Bethlehem, a Catholic School, 

Lutheran Church and one school at Masabini, run 

by the Wesleyan Church. 

We lost when Sibisi left. He is the one who 

introduced committees, where certain aspects 

would be discussed - our welfare discussed 

our future - the well-being and all that. He 

is the one who initiated these things 

area. He is the one who would 

meetings. I do not mean this "Mbizo" 

mePting thing at local chief's or 

residence. I mean a real meeting - a 

thing where there would be discipline. 

in our 

convene 

general 

Induna's 

formal 

You see, there were different committees, e.g. 

the committee that was concerned entirely with 

the ploughing of land, the committee which 

dealt with businesses, shops, etc. and, of 

course, the school committee. Sibisi wanted to 

upgrade our area. I think the most important 

committee was the school committee. 
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Sibisi introduced qualified teachers in the 

area. The local people were now able to 

further their education beyond Std 4. Those 

went on to become teachers themselves 

qualified teachers. I remember that the first 

person to qualify as a teacher in our area was 

one Gasa and then Busane and thereafter a 

number of local people qualified as teachers. 

This is through Sibisi and the school committee 

meetings he would convene now and then. Of 

course, certain monies were paid by parents. 

After Sibisi left, I went to work at Hillcrest 

and thereafter I came to Durban and I had to 

stay at Mkhumbane because I had no alternative 

accommodation. I used to visit Botha's Hill now 

and then. It was my actual home. The Ngcobos 

and the Nzamas together with some other people 

(businessmen) continued with the running of 

their shops in Botha's Hill - Sibisi's ideas. 

You lost contact with Sibisi, when did you see 

him again? 

One day while I was from work and was coming up 

the road (in KwaMashu) I saw Sibisi. It was 

easy for me ta recognise him because I knew him 

well. He was sitting in the yard of his home, 

with his wife. Initially he did not recognise 

me. What is amazing is that he had not changed 

a bit. He asked me who I was and I told him 

about my father and myself. I said to him "You 

are the man who killed all my father's oxen". 

He said, "I did not kill your father's o:-:en. I 

was showing you some civilisation". I said, "So 
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you are still eating corn (alive). But what 

are you doing here?" Well, he said that he was 

to stay in this house and section for a short 

while because he was to be allocated with a 

house at the "C" section of this township. He 

told me that he had been to many places and 

done different jobs. He told me that he had 

been to Mkhumbane and that he had been staying 

there. In fact, he said after leaving Clermont 

he had gone to Mkhumbane where he had bought a 

shack. 

After this we got used to each other. He was a 

nice man. I would go to his place almost every 

afternoon after work for a general chat. 

(When we first me, he told me that his sons 

were now grown-ups). He got to know my family. 

During A.P. Ngcobo's reign in this township, I 

would meet Sibisi at meetings. Ngcobo was an 

important person at this time in the township. 

Sibisi then was one of us - one of the masses. 

Sibisi would make suggestions now and then 

just like any of us. I would say he was known 

among the people. I would say as well as the 

top brass because whenever he stood up to 

comment or make suggestions he was not shouted 

at or harassed like some of us. I am referring 

to the period we arrived in this township in 

1958. 

When Sibisi arrived in the township, he was "a 

nothing", a nonentity - he was just an ordinary 

person like any man in the street. He held no 

positions. Whatever positions he acquired, he 
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the 

here, 

held 

no positions and he owned no shops. If he 

owned a shop outside the township, I would not 

know. The only shop that I knew to be owned by 

Sibisi was in "C" section after he himself had 

moved house from this section to that section. 

Some people have said he owned a shop in this 

section, "E" section - a tearoom. What do you 

say to that? 

Sibisi never owned that tearoom. This tearoom 

was owned by one Magwaza and then Hlabisi and 

later Sandile built his supermarket. 

Sibisi stayed in this section for almost 8 

months. 

You said while Sibisi stayed in thi$ section he 

held no position. Didn't he at least hold some 

position in something like burial clubs or 

something? 

I am not certain. There was a burial club in 

this section, the White Shirt Burial Club. I 

should think he was a member of this club 

only a member. After this burial club came the 

Our True Friends Burial Club. I was a member 

of this club. I was a member of this club and 

Sibisi certainly was not. An idea comes to my 

mind - Sibisi might have belonged to the White 

Shirt Burial Club because this club was started 

at Mkhumbane. This club was headed by 

Thuluzufe Mali and not Sibisi. That is why I 

say Sibisi might have been an ordinary member. 
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Sibisi did not attend Jali's funeral, I was 

present. Had he been a "co-director" or 

something relevant he would have stood out or 

have been a speaker, etc. 

If at all he headed a burial club this would 

have started when he was at "C" section. 

While Sibisi was still staying in this section, 

"E" section, did he own any car or cars? 

No he did not. I first heard about Sibisi 

owning cars when he was in "C" section. 

Initially he owned a Buick. Thereafter he 

owned several cars that time he was running 

his own shop. His sons helped him. One other 

car was this Cadillac but it often used to be 

driven by Sibisi's son. One Cadillac. I am 

sure it was only one Cadillac. One of 

Mr Sibisi's sons died in a car accident. I do 

not know which c~r he had been driving in. The 

accident took place on the KwaMashu - Inanda 

Road. 

Did you attend Sibisi's sons funeral seeing 

that you were used to him? 

No I was away at sea. I was a 

learned when I came back that 

attended the funeral. 

Would you say why? 

seaman. I 

few people 

No. This puzzled me. Sibisi was a nice man. 

He did not deserve such treatment. 

When I first met Sibisi at KwaMashu he was 

interested to know about progress at Botha's 

Hill - that is after he had left. I told him 

about the shops that had been built in the 
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This pleased him because after I had 

told him about this he actually went to Botha's 

Hill to visit Mdluli and one Ngcobo who had 

opened a butchery, just ne:-~t to my place at 

Botha's Hill. He also wanted to see my uncle 

Manqoba who claimed to be the king of the 

Zulus. He used to say II I am Phewa, King of the 

ZulL1s". This was in a way true because he was 

the local Induna. You see my uncle was 

illiterate and Ngcobo who owned a shop could 

speak a little b· -i-.I. ... of English. He would 

introduce my uncle as the King of the Zulus. 

Initially without my uncle's understanding 

anything. Eventually he got to know what was 

happening and he accepted it all. My uncle 

used to be dressed in tribal garb. The 

tourists really believed that my uncle was the 

King of the Zulus! They would sign praises for 

him. In fact as an Induna many people came to 

his kraal and women and girls in their tribal 

gear would do tribal dancing. This pleased the 

Whites. 

I can not say Sibisi was my bosom friend. I 

respected him because he was an older person 

than I am. I used to go to his house - here at 

KwaMashu, quite often. He did not ridicule me. 

Whenever I visited him at his house, his wife 

would make us tea whilst we talked. He took me 

as one of his sons. 

Would you go to him 

problems? 

say if you had any 
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No, I never had any problems. I went to him 

purely as his son because I regarded him as my 

elder brother or "father". 

Do you know if any other people took their 

problems to him for him to solve for them? 

No - not when he was still staying in this 

section. I know that he solved many problems 

for the people. He was at "C" section then. 

His friends would summon him and he would go 

out to their places to solve their problems, 

especially business people. To be frank I 

would say I did see some people at Sibisi's 

place whenever I visited him. I do not know 

what was being discussed, because whenever I 
saw these people I would go back home - I did 

not want to disturb. 

Would you know what kind of problems Sibisi 

solved? 

All I know is that he was very good with 

business matters. Sibisi respected me as well. 

He now had learned that I was married and had 

kids. 

The other thing is this. Sibisi was a marriage 

officer. He was at "C" section then. These 

were actually customary unions. In fact my 

wife's sister's customary union was solemnised 

by Sibisi. He would take couples intending to 

enter into a union to the Bantu Affairs 

Commissioner and testify that "I testify that 

the bride told me that she loves the groom and 

they intend to enter into a customary union". 

Certain forms were filled and signed and the 
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couple would be declared "married". 

what is commonly known as "the 

He was 

chief's 

policeman" when customary unions are entered 

into. When Emelda Myeni, my wife's sister, got 

"married" to one Mthabela, it was Sibisi who 

was officiating. 

Did Sibisi do this for a song? 

There is nothing for 

They paid for his 

nothing. They paid him. 

fare, food and general 

services. I cannot remember how much was paid. 

It must have been 1.10s per customary union. 

Some of these marriages were "solemnised" 

Sibisi's home and the forms actually filled 

Sibisi's home. He would write out 

at 

at 

the 

that "marriage certificate" and promise 

particular couple that he would take 

papers to the Commissioner's office for 

other 

the 

"marriage" to be officially registered. 

Were other "marriages" actually registered. 

Would the couples know? 

The couples had no way to know whether the 

marriages or the unions had been registered. 

(Mrs Phewa explains my sister, Emelda, only 

took my brother and her husband-ta-be ta 

Sibisi's home. A customary union was entered 

into and the "marriage certificate" issued, 

there and then. It ended just like that). 

Why did Sibisi officiate at these customary 

unions? 

People wanted to be allocated with houses in 

the township. 

Where were these people from? 
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cabin 

not 

married. Each couple staying as husband and 

wife. This section was about to be demolished 

and married couples had been promised decent 

four-roomed houses. Some of these people were 

living in the two-roomed houses in the 

township - well and some other people. 

Do you mean any couple, say from Mtubatuba, 

would approach Sibisi and say "Look we want to 

get married so that we can be allocated with a 

house"? 

No. This concerns African people who qualified 

to be in the Durban area but were not married -

people from the locations and the local 

shacks KwaMashu people. You see these people 

had been living at Mkhumbane. 

I will have this to say - as a result of these 

customary unions, officiated upon by Sibisi, a 

new section had to be built to accommodate the 

newly married couples. This is Section "L". 

There was actually a stampede to Sibisi's home. 

Sibisi was in demand. These customary unions 

came to be nicknamed "si:-: months' marriage". 

Why "si:< months' marriage"? 

I do not know. But I feel this is because this 

kind of marriage was known to be "not real". 

Sibisi had some connection with the Royal 

family. He had to act as the "Chief's 

policeman" - the "Paramount Chief's policeman" 

so Sibisi was appointed. This thing was well

organised. It had some "officialdom" in it. 
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Many people wanted to be allocated with houses 

but were unmarried. You see these couples had 

children, they just would 

only option left to them 

not be parted. The 

was to get married. 

This is where Sibisi came in and earned a 

living. After Sibisi there was one man, I 

forget his name, but he stayed at the men's 

hostel - he took over Sibisi's job - this is 

after Sibisi had left. 

Why did Sibisi give up his job? 

Sibisi became too much involved with his shop. 

He was now a busy many. Then he did not have 

much time with the customary unions 

could no longer get good service. 

people 

Did Sibisi at one time do the customary unions 

full-time, his sole work? 

Yes. At one time he did only the customary 

unions and he helped 

his home. On the 

to marry people, this at 

other hand I feel these 

"marriages" were fair though you had to pay 

there is nothing for nothing 

how Sibisi acquired his shop. 

I do not know 

I was away when 

he did. When I came back, Sibisi was a rich 

man. He had many cars. He usually drove in a 

Buick and his son in a Cadillac. 

he owned several cars. 

What kind of house did he stay in? 

I would say 

He stayed in an ordinary four-roomed house just 

behind the beerhall in "C" section. It was a 

store, a general dealers shop. I would say, 

Mrs Sibisi was actually in charge of the shop. 
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Mr Sibisi was always away, visiting friends, 

giving out advice and sorting problems, 

attending meetings, etc. 

All of a sudden I heard that Sibisi's shop had 

been taken over by one Mgeyane. 

how this came about. 

I have no idea 

shop 

The Sibisi's failed to run the 

mal-administration, and then sold the 

shop to Mgeyane, who has given the same up and 

has opened another shop at Ntuzuma, the Mogaza 

shopping complex). 

What happened to Sibisi? 

Sibisi disappeared and late I heard that he was 

somewhere in Zululand. I am· not certain about 

this. 

Sibisi was a great man. He was goad with the 

public. 

people. 

He had good ideas. He could influence 

He was always outstanding with his 

ideas - good ideas. You see Sibisi actually 

"educated" me. He put me on the right track. 

Now can face life. 

So many things are being said about Sibisi in 

this township. What is your comment about 

this? 

I have had so many stories about Sibisi. 

would not like to delve too much on them. 

would not like to believe these stores. It 

said, for instance, that Sibisi was a crook, 

robbed people of their monies. You and I 

not believe this. He never robbed me of 

I 

I 

is 

he 

do 

any 

money. In fact, he did not demand any monies 

from me and my immediate neighbours have never 

j 
I 
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complained about Sibisi. It is only the top 

brass that complained about Sibisi. 

people are of a different breed 

These 

the high 

class - they might have quarrelled over monies, 

maybe behind closed doors. I mean people like 

Mbutho, A.P. Ngcobo - though Mbutho has never 

spoken ill of Sibisi. 

of friends. 

They were the greatest 

What monies 

was accounted 

Sibisi requested 

for. 

done with the monies. 

Like what? 

We would 

from the people 

see what he had 

Well, schools were built. I mean the building 

of more classrooms as most of the schools were 

congested. 

You see, all I can say is that Sibisi was not a 

crook. In fact he is not one. I believe that 

he used his savings when he opened his shop 

he had been working far a long time - in fact 

since I was a kid. Well, about the customary 

unions, he was actually helping people obtain 

houses. His fees were small and people were 

desperate. These people, the ones who obtain 

the certificates from Sibisi, are still staying 

in their houses even today. All the people in 

"L" section got their certificates from Sibisi. 

This is one of the biggest sections. Would one 

say Sibisi was a crook? When I saw Sibisi at 

KwaMashu, I was delighted, he was a godsend. 

He told me that he was no longer an 

agriculturist. I remember that at one time he 

asked me if I needed any help - in fact he said 
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that if I had enough savings we would talk 

meaning he would help me open up a business of 

some kind. 

a "helper". 

This made me feel that he was still 

Well, about the business - I told 

him that I was poor - then I was earning only 

2 per week. Mr Sibisi told me that whenever I 

had a problem I should come to him. This, I 

thought, he said to me because he had known for 

some time when I was still young. I reckoned 

he would give me fatherly advice. I did not at 

any time think that he would make me pay for 

his "service". I genuinely believe that nobody 

paid Sibisi for giving advice or 

problems. 

solving 

You see, Sibisi would simply tell you that if 

you wanted something you could go to such and 

such a place - if you wanted a shop, he would 

take you to certain offices, etc. 

Who would foot the bill? 

It is obvious 

accompany you 

transportwise. 

had to pay his 

payment. 

that if 

then you 

So if you 

fare. I 

you want somebody to 

must foot the bill 

took him to town, you 

do not regard that as 

Here at KwaMashu, there was the KwaMashu 

l<~.,,aMashu Residents' Committee and the 

Residents· Association. Do you know perhaps if 

Sibisi belonged to any of these committees? 

No. I do not know. I know that at one time we 

went to the superintendent to complain about 

the toilets (bathrooms) and buses (transport) . 



Edwards: 

Phewa: 

Edi,Jards: 

Edwards: 

Phewa: 

Edwards: 

276 

We had no leader then. 

the residents of "E" 

was A.P. Ngcobo. 

We all went - that is 

and "F" sections. There 

When was this? 

When we first came, 1958-1959. 

Do you know if Sibisi was a member of any 

Committee? 

Yes. I remember at one time when I attended a 

meeting at Dukumeni Lower Primary School. The 

school committee had convened this meeting. 

Mr Conca was the chairman of this committee and 

Mr Sibisi and A.P. Ngcobo were members. They 

all spoke at the meeting. I was present at 

this meeting because some of my children were 

still schooling. We, the parents, were 

requested to contribute some monies towards the 

building of new classes as there were too many 

children and accommodation was a problem. Each 

parent had to contribute R2. To be frank, I 

did not see any new classrooms. 

When you paid these monies were you issued with 

any receipts? 

No. We just paid. They would, the committee, 

bring some books exercise books, where they 

"entered" our names. We contributed another 

20c -

rent. 

that is 20c per house - when we 

The 20c was reflected on the 

receipt. 

paid 

rent 

Why did you not demand receipts when you paid 

the R2 and did you not demand your money back 

when it became clear to you that no additional 

classrooms had been built? 
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Firstly, this did not cross my mind. Secondly, 

it was then that I left to work on ships. 

After my return I made enquiries - at another 

meeting now - I was told that this meeting had 

nothing to do with classrooms, etc. 

Who said this? 

The school committee - Sibisi, Conca, Ngcobo. 

I am clear now that I was taken for a song. I 

was actually robbed of my m,:mey. I made only 

one payment. I do not know if some other 

people made more than one payment. 

To whom did you actual 1 y pay? 

The chairman was Conca. He did the writing 

entering of our names into a certain book. 

Next to him sat Sibisi and then A.P. Ngcobo. 

Sibisi was the vice-chairman. The three who 

will sit in front of us at this table and talk 

to us. Hundreds of people paid - that was a 

lot of money. I saw only one additional 

classroom being built at Isibonelo High School, 

that is all. 

But you still insist that he was not a crook. 

On this sphere alone, he was. I will 

that all in all Sibisi was not a crook. 

insist 

These 

other chaps might have used the money for theif 

own ends. Sibisi was nice. He had his own way 

of talking to people. He was polite. 
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As a resident of Clermont, from the middle 1940s onwards, 
Mbutho became a close friend, confidant, one time business 
associate and then semi-official biographer of Sibisi. 
Mbutho"s "A History of Clermont" was given to the author by 
Mbutho in 1982. Never published, the manuscript was almost 
certainly conceived of during the early 1950s. Whilst 
agreeing to the inclusion of this work in the report, Mbutho 
is largely reticent about his intentions in writing what 
amounts to a hagiography of Sibisi which Sibisi has never 
heard about or read. 

In a personal communication with the author, Mbutho recalls 
that he felt Sibisi"s fall from power in Clermont had been 
achieved unfairly through the actions of persons holding 
malicious grievances towards Sibisi and that he, Mbutho, 
desired to set the record straight. With regard to when the 
text was written, it is most likely that the work was at least 
drafted during the 1950s. The document cannot have been 
written prior to Sibisi's leaving Clermont as these issues are 
covered in the work. Furthermore, during the 1950s, with both 
Sibisi and Mbutho living in Cato Manor, Sibisi trying to gain 
entry into the leadership circles controlling the shack 
society, and with Mbutho hospitalised with tuberculosis and 
his family impoverished, it is entirely possible that Mbutho 
saw the need to use his writing skills in assisting hts 
mentor. 



PART 1 

"CLERMONT OF THEE I SING!!!" 

It is in the nature of Nations 
to rise and toil - and - suffer 
and prosper and fatten and 
fall. Then they lie prone in 
the dust until same strong man 
appears among them and commands 
the old stones to rise again. 

(Lloyd C. Douglas) 

The position of Clermont Township has shattered many an 

African brain from the day of its birth ta this present day. 

Many thinkers who have tried ta test the pudding by eating it, 

have invariably spat desperately on account of the bitterness 

they have tasted. 

Most of these people had always emerged as exponents trying to 

define the status of Clermont and her inhabitants. They had 

won temporary and superficial acclamation from the public and 

no sooner had they been installed as leaders than they fell 

like Lucifer never to hope again. 

To their credit, they had all waged formidable and commendable 

intellectual battles in the then noisy meetings of the people 

they were trying to lead, and try as they might, they could 

not cope with the times when Clermont had suddenly been born. 

It was a situation, a hole in which everyone found himself a 

square peg. It demanded would be leaders to go back to school 

for further reading if they contemplated leading people any 

direction. The problems that confronted the people were 

factual and concrete and were with the people every day, every 

week, every month, etc. as the position still is today, if not 

worse. 
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So the people threw themselves into fire unarmed and bravely 

they wielded the quill of their ideologies but their regimes 

were short lived and the leaders bargained for themselves a 

lot of disfavour and contempt from the people. The people who 

had come to inhabit Clermont in the early 1930s were very poor 

and starving practically. The means of transport were nil and 

no jobs could be found within walking range. There were no 

shops and no schools. The place was quite barren and 

extremely unproductive except at isolated patches. 

Although the deposits and monthly instalments for plots were 

as low as 1.10s and 10s respectively, the people still failed 

to withstand the economic pressure and many had to vacate 

their plots and forfeit all they had paid to wander about like 

destitutes looking for easier circumstances elsewhere. 

It was generally felt that these people needed some kind of 

informal education and encouragement in the form of public 

addresses, etc. 

People wanted 

but time proved that this theory was not true. 

to be fed, housed, clothed, employed and 

transported to various destinations, etc. During those days 

the people who came forward to lead were sorted out from the 

riff-raff of the I.C.U. and "African National Congress" 

diehards and other kindred organisations. They were powerful, 

forceful and convincing politically branded spokesmen, but the 

problem which made friends with the people was economic. It 

is deplorable to observe that none of those leaders had even 

the faintest notions of economic leadership. 

It was in the late thirties and early forties that a young man 

who spoke very authoritatively about his convictions made his 

presence felt in the public meetings. He was soon chosen into 
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committees. Although his motions were always very sensible, 

they were always above the heads of his colleagues, as a 

result they were always dismissed. It was not very long, 

however, that time and trend of events developed along the 

lines which this young man had warned about. He was then 

nicknamed a good dreamer or a kind of prophet. 

The highlight of his dreams was the creation in 1944 of the 

Clermont Township Town Council with departments under their 

respective heads. During that time Mr J.M. Majozi was 

chairman of the "Clermont Township Residents' Committee". At 

his instigation, copies of this administrative structure of 

Clermont were circularised to the local authorities. There 

were sharp reactions in certain quarters but in the course of 

time the attitudes of the authorities changed rather 

favourably. 

But the young man was to be confronted by a strong opposition 

from within and by his own people which stifled progress 

almost to a standstill. 

This was because the learned became jealous of this man's 

foresight and instead of offering him the necessary co

operation and encouragement, they retreated to forming biased 

intrigues. Now the less advised and ignorant began to fear 

they might incriminate themselves if they pursued his course. 

So this young man was virtually isolated with his ideas, and 

the indifference of the committee eventually smothered his 

ideas by out-voting his motions at meetings. 

The Chairman of those committees met their doom one after the 

other leaving this young man still to be a member under the 

succeeding leader or chairman. It became the feeling of older 

' 
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committee members and the overthrown chairman that this young 

man be given a chance to put his unchanging and unfailing 

theories into practice. 

So in 1948 this young man successfully won the election as 

chairman of the "Clermont Township Residents' Committee". 

This was Mr Henry Caleb Sibisi who was later to be known in 

the length and breadth of Natal and parts cf the other 

provinces especially the Transvaal. 

He formed his committee very systematically trying to fit 

every member according to his training, ability, or even mere 

inclination so that every portfolio had the best brain of 

those times. 

Mr Sibisi's appointment as chairman of the "Clermont Township 

Residents' Committee" was confirmed by signatures of four men 

who were chairmen of four ward sub-committees, which were 

constituted to form parts of the "Clermont Township Residents' 

Committee". This was the only body that was representative of 

the opinion of Clermont Residents. This was the only body 

that Clermont residents ever formed on their own to be the 

mouthpiece and earpiece of Clermont on all matters that 

affected the well-being of the residents. 

Mr Sibisi circularised his letter of appointment to local 

authorities for their information and recognition. 

included the Police, Native Affairs Department (Pinetown) 

the Local Health Commission. Records can show 

These 

and 

that 

Mr Sibisi's committee enjoyed the sympathy and recognition of 

the above bodies. 
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Mr Sibisi's 

handled the 

1949 which 

The highlight of 

committee was the 

situation during 

culminated in the 

the Inda-African 

Indians abandoning the Clermont Transport 

services without bloodshed. 

He drafted a memorandum or constitution for his committee 

which cost him time and money 

unchallenged and unrefuted even 

established an Office and opened 

registered name. 

and which was to 

by the worst cynic. 

stay 

He 

a banking account under a 

Pitifully enough the succeeding committees have neither 

followed nor replaced Mr Sibisi's constitution. The present 

committee, if there is one, I wonder if they have an Office at 

all. 

As I am writing, the people of Clermont are in a pool of 

confusion and despair. They are hopelessly in need of a 

strong man, who must come some day. to predict how long this 

might take or where the strong man is to come from, is a job 

for a better.prophet than myself. 

But the people of Clermont realise even now that they need to 

form up into a strong body that would be representative of 

their opinion to any authority, but they are divided by 

religious sects and other whimsical parties. "It is the old 

story of internal feuds and factions stubbornly refusing to 

co-operate with one another even in the emergency of saving 

their own skins." 

So the leader wanted 1s to be as powerful and as influential 

as to be able to bind together these discordant elements. 
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I dare say, however, that such a leader has lived and 

practised in the poor and lowly person of Mr Sibisi, who has 

passed unnoticed and unsung because of the old vain snag of 

judging people by the coat they wear. 

At the same time I shall venture to say that the people of 

Clermont all knew Mr Sibisi and individually recognised him as 

such a leader but they hated and despised him through mere 

jealousy for his enviable, extraordinary abilities .• On the 

other hand Mr Sibisi himself lavishly praised, respected, 

tolerated and accommodated everybody alike. He recognised 

everybody's individuality by their merits and demerits, 

talents and abilities, so that his presence was always felt 

and enjoyed by everybody from the mast opulent ta the lowest 

ragamuffin. 

It cannot be denied therefore that Mr Sibisi was the only man 

who could bind together all these discordant elements and set 

everybody on the march for the common good of Clermont as he 

was the only man with regard and a smile for everybody. 

Mr Sibisi was one of the most talented men that Clermont ever 

produced. He used his talents so discreetly and 

unostentatiously that he easily passed to accomplish his 

errands unobserved. He never attacked nor criticised anybody, 

for he did not believe in settling things by violence and 

criticism, which has been tried by earnest men ever since the 

world began, but to no avail. His idea as a leader was to 

overcome evil with goodwill and tolerance. It was not an easy 

way, but it was the only way; and that is how he brought down 

many giants during his many triumphant battles in the life of 
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his leadership. 

Mr Sibisi's great idea of administering the affairs of 

Clermont through the various departments as shown in his 

council creation of 1944 was soon put into practice while he 

was head of the Residents' Committee. 

The most active of these departments were those of transport 

and justice. 

of Clermont. 

He installed Mr G.N. Sithole as Head Constable 

Mr Sithole commanded his police force with all 

the efficiency he could afford. Their activities soon gained 

the sympathy and recognition of the South African Police and 

Native Affairs Department, Pinetown. 

Many thugs and wrongdoers were brought to book and the South 

African Police soon found Clermont to be handy and co-

so they effectively exploited their useful 

activities. This resulted in less drunkenness and less crime. 

A local civil court was virtually created to deal with petty 

domestic disputes which charged and convicted culprits. Such 

culprits were then referred to Pinetown for sentence. In 

nearly all cases the magistrate upheld the convictions and 

accordingly punished the offenders by fines or imprisonment. 

The presiding officer of the then Clermont local court which 

was held every Saturday afternoon, was the Head Constable, 

Mr G.N. Sithole. His clerk of court was the secretary of 

Clermont Residents' Committee, Mr T.W. Hlongwa. 

In this capacity Messrs Sithole and Hlongwa became worthy 

ambassadors of Clermont in the Department of Justice, the 

highlight of which was the engagement of Mr Teddy W. Hlongwa 

as a detective with remuneration by the Department of Justice, 

Pinetown. 
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A Mr Ngcobo, one of that police force under Mr Sithole, is now 

under the Local Health Commission still in that capacity. He 

is a veteran and a diehard of the now defunct Clermont 

Township Police. 

Scrutiny of the records can show that to varying extents other 

departments too did make moves, among which may be counted the 

Department of Education which, 

Mangele, created what 

under the leadership of 

the Mr 

Clernaville Government Bantu School. 

is today known 

Mr Sibisi was 

committee chairman of that school and his wife was 

in the first staff of that school. 

as 

the first 

appointed 

The Department of Social Welfare lacked initiative from its 

leader but something was done by interested members of the 

public of Clermont. These were an assortment of old and 

middle aged women, literate and illiterate, most of whom were 

members of a countrywide organisation of women which was known 

as the "Daughters of Africa". This organisation was charged, 

inter alia, with the task of promoting high standards of 

living among African homes insofar as moral and spiritual 

sides of life were concerned. 

It also sought to guide young girls to keep chaste and to 

honour the sacredness of their virginity. It also inspired 

its members always to extend a helping hand to the needy. 

These women were further inspired by their religious 

affiliations and personal convictions. The few I can remember 

were the late Mrs Msweli, Mrs Msimang, Mrs Paulinah Mbutho, 

Mrs Magudulela, Mrs Xulu, Mrs Ntshingila (teacher and Girl 

Guide) etc. etc. 

" I, 
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After their Thursday prayer meeting, these women met at 

certain points and discussed certain needy cases and decided 

what practical help could be offered. They then separated and 

went in groups of twos, threes and fours, etc. to offer their 

help. The help they offered included prayer, cleaning of the 

house, washing clothes, giving parcels of food, e.g. 

vegetables, groceries, snuff, etc. 

given. 

Where possible, money was 

A European doctor who worked for the Local Health Commission 

sounded a clarion call to the Clermont public.and gave a 

report about needy cases among them. But very unfortunately 

the doctor met with disappointing and unsympathetic remarks, 

especially from men and leaders. He did not give up, he 

called another meeting and spoke the same words. He was 

unaware of the above group of women. It was after the second 

meeting that the women came forward and organised a fund. 

They contributed 10/- a head. 

Those who did not have 

"Daughters of Africa". 

food crops which were 

feeding of the poor and 

it, borrowed 

They hired 

reaped green 

invalid. 

a 

from the funds of the 

stand and planted some 

or dry solely for the 

By this time Mr Sibisi was chairman of the Clermont Residents' 

Committee. These women were further inspired by the spirit in 

which Mr Sibisi directed the administration of the affairs of 

Clermont. 

As it always happens, this modest organisation caught the 

covetous eye of certain influential people who were better 

qualified and experienced in that field (at least that is what 
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These people attracted Europeans into the 

organisation and the old women who were the foundation stone 

were in time thrown overboard with their so-called obsolete 

ideas. Mr Shezi, a young clerk who worked for the Commission, 

fought long and hard to protect the poor women when he 

realised that something sinister was looming over their 

At that time the doctor who had rallied the 

organisation had left the services of the Commission and 

another one had taken over. This new doctor and a European 

sister, who was in charge of the Commission's health clinic, 

some European ladies from Pinetown and a number of educated 

women of Clermont took over and form~d a society. 

At that stage the present Benevolent Society of Clermont was 

born. For a while the old women continued to consider 

applications for needy cases and made representations to 

sister who was responsible for distribution of the society's 

funds. 

One day when the women made a recommendation for some money to 

be given to a widow who had tao many children and who was then 

very sick, the society, now under the new hands, took 

exception which sounded a death knell 

ever got any attention to this day. 

to the needy for none 

From then same women 

clubs wanted to use this money for their own interests but 

this was refused I am told. 

I cannot comment on the activities of the Clermont Benevolent 

Society now except that it committed two malevolent acts which 

reflect very much on the society. ( 1 ) The ousting of 

foundation women; (2) Stopping its foremost duty of helping 

the needy and invalid. 
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When Mr Sibisi thought that the time was ripe, and prompted by 

the pressure of the needs of Clermort, he launched a scheme 

for commercial business. He tackled the transport problem 

which was then more urgent. He became the head of the 

transport department. 

Prior to this he had tried hard to prove to the people that he 

had the necessary education, training and ability to lead them 

into business for profits against any odds of the day. He had 

also proved it many times to his committee during their 

arduous term of office that he had a natural weapon in him 

which he could use militantly against any foe, but which he 

always used passively to soften the heart of even the most 

stubborn authority. 

One of Mr Sibisi's ideas was to do things through registered 

bodies. This idea saved him from a lot of trouble as will be 

observed soon. 

He then formed and promoted the following companies: 

1. "The Clermont Township Bantu Bus Company" which was to 

control the Department of Transport, on proper business 

methods. A fleet of buses, lorries, etc. would be 

purchased with public funds and profits to accrue to 

the public benefit. 

2. "The Clermont Township Bantu Improvement Company" which 

was to take over when the sellers of Clermont left. It 

would purchase and own properties within and without 

Clermont. It would develop such properties anyway 

possible to build profits. It would open beer halls, 

public halls, sports stadiums, build roads, tax people 

fer any public amenities. It would employ technicians 
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even from 

undertake 

as far afield as from overseas in order to 

certain development projects for public 

benefit as in European townships. 

3. "The Clermont Township Bantu Improvement Fund". This 

fund was to control the treasury department. It was to 

be the principal shareholder and financier of many and 

all business undertakings of the Clermont Township 

Bantu Improvement Company. It would be collector of 

rates and organiser of all public revenue, e.g. taxes 

that might be imposed on the public at any time and for 

anything within its powers. 

4. ''Vukuzake Clermont Company Ltd." whose directors were 

all women. It took Mr Sibisi nearly two years to get 

this company registered as Native women company 

directors were questionable by law. This company was 

to control the Department of Markets and marketing in 

conjunction with the development of any other primary 

industries people might be interested in (especially 

women folk). This company acquired a plot and erected 

a structure to be used as a market place. 

Mr Sibisi was to be supervisor and technician for the 

undertakings of this company as he was an agricultural 

demonstrator by profession. It would organise and 

control all public shows of Clermont and promote 

interest in primary industries. 

He then piloted the activities of the ''Clermont Township Bantu 

Bus Company" immediately after the Indians had abandoned the 

transport services between Durban and Clermont. 

This company 

route. It 

was granted five certificates on the Clermont 

was a hard going though. Soon the company was up 

against the wind of transport problems. 

period, but miracles did happen. 

This was a crucial 
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When the Indians left Clermont, there was only one African bus 

on the road (Africans Own Bus Service No.1). It was driven by 

Mr Mbutho commonly known to passengers as "Blaar". This young 

man drove the bus from 4.00 a.m. or earlier to about 

11.00 p.m. non-stop; and he managed to cart to and fro 

passengers who then numbered between 13,000 and 17,000. He 

didn't eat the whole day. He was fed with bottles of tea and 

milk at bus ranks when the bus stopped to discharge and take 

on passengers. Perhaps the only time when he left his 

driver's seat was when he visited the W.C. If he did, I don't 

know. On the following day, a second bus joined the first one 

and so on until there was a fleet of about five buses. It is 

this company which held and still holds the cherished goodwill 

of the bus route between Clermont and Durban to this day. 

During this phase of his leadership, Mr Sibisi was worked to 

the bone. He shouldered all the responsibilities and was 

always allegedly answerable to all charges even when mistakes 

had been committed by other people in their individual 

capacities. 

Here again, he won the full confidence of the police, lawyers 

and the courts. He also had behind him a band of commercial 

firms which co-operated with him and which at times offered 

him unbelievable sacrificial services. This was because 

Mr Sibisi had a language and business courtesy. He could 

state his case very precisely and concisely but without 

offering much gold because he really had none although he did 

make assurances that he would pay in time, and this he did 

always. 
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In the eyes of other aspirants and rivals for leadership such 

popularity and recognition was unprecedent in all history of 

Clermont leadership. Mr Sibisi achieved this· by famous 

straight-from-the-heart-smiles and his genuine willingness to 

be of service to other people. It is this quality that will 

make him a great man forever (his willingness to serve other 

people rather than to be served). 

In his talks, Mr Sibisi always appealed to the people's sense 

of honour to do their work faithfully, for his conviction, 

which was to be partly responsible for his downfall, was that 

people were all good until proved to be bad. He did not 

believe in following servants, for he wanted to show them that 

he trusted them and thought they would live up to the 

trustworthiness. This was deplorable because nobody was 

prepared to be honest in this dishonest world. Untruth and 

dishonesty seemed to be the order of the day. Even people in 

high ranking and responsible positions could not afford truth 

and honesty. So no amount of spiritual appeals to servants 

could make things go right without active official supervision 

and strict check up. 

Then the day came for a show-down in July 1951. Important 

men, and mostly business men and professional dignitaries 

stood at bus ranks and highways for long hours denouncing 

Sibisi's regime. This they did for days at whatever sacrifice 

of their dignity, for the amount and form of haranguing they 

had to do was most undignified and deplorable. 

The mobs which comprised of all manner of discordant sects and 

which were virtually disagreed with one another about 

everything else, were incited into complete unanimity in their 

sudden and rash resolution that Sibisi must be done away with. 
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Mr Sibisi never retaliated nor resisted nor tried to refute 

the allegations that were levelled against him. Instead he 

would turn to his followers and say "The conduct of these 

people is deplorable but it is understandable, for the African 

has the gift of destroying rather than building up." Then he 

would give a deaf ear to any suggestion of retaliation from 

supporters whose number was fast dwindling. When his 

followers became desperate he would turn and warn them saying, 
11 Loc1k here, ,:::>ur strength is in our weakness, wait for comp 1 ete 

and shameful defeat first and then be sure of our triumphant 

victory. Till then, do nothing!" 

With this elusive hope, a small band of followers still clung 

to him against overwhelming odds. His own committee members 

rebelled against him and wrote letters of betrayal to the 

authorities, e.g. the Local Road Transportation Board and 

Magistrate Courts. 

This period marks the triumphant entry of the "Bantu Bus 

Service" in Clermont from Jo'burg. A few stalwarts of the 

opposition won shortlived acclamation as leaders, in fact 

these imposter leaders were merely helping what was already 

sLtcceeding, for the forcefLtl entry of the 11 B.B.S. 11 was a well

planned manoeuvre piloted by the best hands and best brains in 

that line of rivalry and competition. 

It will surprise the reader to learn that the "B.B.S." would 

never have been known to Clermont were it not for Mr Sibisi. 

While he was on a business mission to Johannesburg, he was 

introduced by the late Dr P. Ka L. Seme to Mr F. Ngema of the 

"B.B.S. 11 Mr Sibisi then personally invited Mr Ngema to come 
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down as soon as possible to save Clermont from her transport 

troubles. Their terms of agreement were quite clear to both 

of them and a date was fixed when Mr Ngema was to come down 

with buses to take over. A very strong condition in their 

agreement was that Mr Ngema would operate in the name and 

colour of the Clermont Township Bantu Bus Company but that all 

the money would accrue to him. As such he was not to pay 

anything for the goodwill of the road. To Mr Sibisi's 

disgust, the fixed date passed, no buses came. Instead a 

letter arrived which said Mr Ngema could not come down with 

the buses due to the sudden death of his wife and the 

resultant burial ceremonies, etc. Mr Sibisi was to face shame 

and public contempt for the Company's buses were in a terrible 

state, breaking every minute. there was only one good bus 

then (the idolised "Isu Labasha"). 

Then Mr Ngema suddenly arrived with three buses, but with a 

completely changed attitude altogether. He was no more 

interested in helping the Clermont Company. He just wanted to 

take over on his own. He did not want to buy out the company 

either because he was sure, as everybody was, that the company 

was dying a natural death. 

So he lodged his own application to the Local Road 

Transportation Board. This was not a small matter and it 

could not be done overnight. The Board wanted reasonable 

proof that the operating company was no more able to carry on 

its business before considering new applications. 

This annoyed the riotous public of Clermont. Here were new 

buses but could not take one passenger to town because they 

had no right. "WhD had the ri,~ht?" they asked. Mr Sibisi 's 
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between Ngema and 

people publicly 

volunteered to take Mr Sibisi's life if he did not make way 

for the "B.B.S.". 

The buses began to break in a funny way now. Nearly every bus 

had a breakdown each day, and the public became more furious. 

The mechanics soon found a common disease to the buses! (It 

was a grinding paste introduced cunningly into the buses· 

engines.) 

Nearly every bus was dosed in turn with the grinding paste, 

but the culprits could not be detected in the act. The 

Pinetown C.I.D. was informed, samples of the paste were sent 

to them, but they also failed to save the ugly situation. 

l.!Jhen at last the paste was introduced to the idol, II I SLl 

Labasha" the driver quickly detected it before the engine was 

smashed·. The bus was towed by the "International Harvester 

Co. 11 and had the paste removed. That paste was also e:<hibi ted 

to the Local Road Transportation Board by Mr R.I. Arenstein as 

one of the causes of the buses breaking-down at which 

everybody marvelled, for, I believe it was the first of its 

kind to happen in that part of the country. That paste 

remained a mystery to this day. Only the smugglers and their 

employers knew and nobody else. One great day, Mr Freeman, 

Secretary of the 

Secretary of the 

Local Health Commission, Mr 

Clermont Township (F'ty) 

Rawlins, 

Ltd, 

Mr H.S. Mthethwa, a resident dignitary of Clermont, all gave 

evidence to the Board on behalf of the "B.B.S. 11 t-.Jhereupon the 

Board granted 11 certificates to the "B.B.S. 11 without 

cancelling the five that belonged to the Clermont Township 

Bantu Bus Company. 
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Mr Sibisi kept on encouraging his supporters by a quick review 

of their tragic past (Inda-African riots of 1949) and then 

exhorted them never to lose faith in their imminent triumphant 

fufure. 

It was always a sorry sight to see Mr Sibisi with a small 

group of forlorn men huddled up together to one side at the 

bus ranks calmly pocketing many an affront from noisy 

braggarts and buffoons who stood there shouting obscenity at 

him. Many people were delighted with making a monkey of 

Mr Sibisi and playing pranks an him. Their roars of derisive 

laughter could be heard for a mile. 

Mr Sibisi never flinched nor vacillated from his grim task of 

facing and valiantly accepting his ignominious defeat which 

was to mark his triumphant victory. 

Then when Mr Sibisi seemed to have been completely routed out 

of business there followed a series of court cases which were 

attendant with his crumbling business. It was there that 

Mr Sibisi was to prove his man before members and courts of 

justice where his victory or his doom was to come from. His 

enemies had now organised into formidable bands against him, 

each determined to deal a death blow at him. They tossed him 

from court to court in turns. His cases were argued in 

Supreme Courts down to the Native Commissioner's Courts. 

The most typical of these cases were two which were 

allegations of dishonesty, theft, fraud or misappropriation of 

monies entrusted to him either for safe-keeping or for 

specified purposes. 
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The one was brought up by a certain African lady who was 

founder and registered Director of "Vukuzakhe Company". She 

alleged that Mr Sibisi had misappropriated or stolen between 

40 and 50 of her company's money. 

She harassed him with detectives, but they were not impressed 

by the manner and conduct of Mr Sibisi in the light of the 

woman's allegations. Detectives can nearly always mark a 

decided criminal by his actions but in Mr Sibisi they were 

always confronted by his famous straight-from-the-heart-smiles 

and completely lost the scent. 

In spite of all that the case was brought up before the court. 

In court, the woman was asked what services Sibisi had 

rendered for them. She said he organised them and struggled 

for about two years to get their company registered with women 

as directors. How much did the registration cost? the court 

asked. About 40. Did you give the 40 to him? No. He 

directed us to a lawyer and we paid it ourselves. Did you get 

a receipt? Yes. What else? We then gave him some money to 

buy the company's books. Did he use all the money to buy the 

books? Yes, and even spent a few pennies from his own money. 

Have you refunded him the few pennies? No. What else did he 

do? He then opened a banking account for the company. And 

then? One day 40 or 50 were sent to his office to be 

banked. In his office 

money was then given 

there ~..,as a European accountant. The 

to the European in preference to 

Mr Sibisi. That 

didn't you give 

money never reached 

the money to Sibisi? 

its destination. 

We couldn't trust 

the services he 

t-Jhy 

him 

had with so much money. after all 

rendered for you and your company? Now, haw do you allege he 

stole the money? The European was in his office, she said. 
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Mr Sibisi was found not guilty and discharged. The above 

questions and answers are not true quotations but merely 

explain how the proceedings ran in general. 

The other was brought up by a certain African who is a veteran 

Native clerk of the staff of a big firm in Durban. He also 

alleged that Mr Sibisi misappropriated or stole a sum of about 

100 which was ta be his share in a bus business. Under crass 

examination by Sibisi"s attorney the many said that he gave 

the money to Sibisi at Alice Street Offices and denied that 

there was any European there at the time, nor did he know 

anything about the presence of a European there. Do you get a 

receipt? No. Why? I banked on our mutual trust as Zulus do. 

did you call a witness? No. Why? It was far the same reason 

as above. The attorney remarked that the said man had worked 

in town far so long and by nature of his work and appearance 

could not part so easily with 100. 

A very prominent African leader, as witness for the said main, 

was called. Asked by the Magistrate how he was interested in 

the case, he said, the said man had approached him for advice 

as he was a National leader, with vast experience. Asked 

about the advice he gave, he said he advised the man to say 

that he had dealt entirely with Sibisi and not with any 

European. Why? Because it would be easier to round the 

Native than the European to recover his money. Was that 

advice? Yes. Do you know you are under oath? 

(Trembling in his trousers). 

your 

Yes. 

An unexpected and uncalled for witness for Sibisi emerged into 

the court and prayed to testify on his behalf. It was a 

European lady. She said she had been employed by a European 
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man as a bookkeeper for the Native companies which the 

European supervised. She said that she checked all the 

takings every morning and handed them to the said European man 

who organised all the monies of the companies generally. 

Sibisi only gave his signature on cheques and other documents 

when asked to do so, she said. 

The African man and the European man had corroborated in 

telling the court that they knew only one receipt for 32 

which sum was paid after that of a 100 for which no receipt 

had been issued by Sibisi. 

As always, Mr Sibisi had been very fortunate to pick a receipt 

stump on the office floor during the confusion and kept it. 

In the stump one receipt counterfoil exhibited the said 

European's signature, a number and date for a receipt which 

had been issued ta the said African clerk in respect of 100. 

The attorney asked the said African clerk for the receipt of 

32. The signatures on that receipt and on the receipt stump 

were compared and both proved to be that of the said European. 

Asked about them, the European, almost scared out of his wits, 

said that he did not know what he must have been doing. 

Sibisi was found not guilty and discharged. Mr Sibisi made no 

claims against his false accusers as a hit-back, which 

astounded many. Asked why he did not institute claims, he 

said, "I am a leader and they are still my children." 

You could hear people in buses, tea-rooms and streets saying, 

"But I cannot miss this case, my friend! Sibisi is going to 

be· locked in today, it is his day, the old croak!" 
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It was always stunning and dumbfounding to see how Mr Sibisi 

always came out victor. He always had an answer for any 

questions about his business and most of the evidence that he 

gave was written as against a barrage of rigmarole of oral 

evidence from his accusers. 

Speaking the truth and living by it was Sibisi's conviction 

and practice. He was always sure of his numerous victories 

long before they occurred, because he was sure none of his 

accusers had the truth, for the truth was a luxury nobody 

could afford. 

At last Mr Sibisi emerged a free man who could be seen going 

up and down conducting his private business -with all the 

dignity and respect he deserved. 

We can say with authority that the best shops which Clermont 

boasts of today and her efficient transport services owe their 

birth and existence to the lowly yet sublime Mr Sibisi. 

Because of his efficient administration during the most trying 

times, Mr Sibisi was re-elected to the post of Chairman of the 

Clermont Residents· Committee in 1949-52, as such his term of 

office was the longest ever. It was during this term that he 

championed the cause of Clermont and won the sympathetic co

operation of the Local Road Transportation Board where he was 

t-ightly nicknamed "the unchanged Mayor of Clermont" by the 

then Chairman of the Board (Mr B.G. Breedt). 

It is Mr Sibisi's committee only that can 

opened correspondence with bath Central 

boast of having 

and Provincial 

Government Departments on very sensible basis and business. 
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Records can 

enterprise up 

testify this statement. Their commercial 

to the time of insolvency kept clean books as 

far as possible. 

Observers regarded the collapse of Mr Sibisi's leadership and 

regime without dismay. For, considering that it was virtually 

a one man's show and the enormous weight of forces that were 

aligned against it, was no small wonder that it had been 

allowed even a short existence. In this light, its collapse 

did not actually mean a failure but rather a victory as the 

prophetic leader had presaged. 

Mr Sibisi now might have lost his rating as a leader but he 

gained something much more valuable - the people's respect. 

Everywhere he went he carried his character and culture. He 

became known as a sagacious man among Africans of the big 

cities of Natal and Transvaal. Moreover his acquaintance with 

other racial groups of Natal opened his own eyes to the fact 

of his superiority as an intellectual. It made him conscious 

of his cultural, educational and intellectual abilities and 

more eager than ever to develop his talents. 

Unlike most leaders and brave men, he was never taken in by 

women and drinks. It is quite common that a strong leader 

with the applause of his followers in his ears, sells his fame 

for the smiles of scheme women. So far Mr Sibisi will remain 

a great man until he gives himself away, which hitherto he has 

not done. 

It has since become clear to all people now that, so it was 

Mr Sibisi who was doing all the good things which were always 

wrongly attributed to certain self-appointed peacocks. Men 



and women big enough to speak the truth will say that, with 

its many shortcomings and blunders, it was a memorable regime 

which has left its mark permanently engraved on the racks of 

Clermont. 

The Late Dr P. Ka I. 

Sibisi live long! 

Seme admitted it, why not you? May 

The only person today at Clermont who has any records at all 

on which reference can be made by anybody wishing to do 

anything for Clermont is Mr Sibisi. 

for the three questions, viz.: 

( i ) 

{ii) 

(iii) 

What has been done? 

What is being done? 

What should be done? 

He has authentic answers 

In short, Mr Sibisi is a living encyclopedia for the history 

of Clermont with the best records ever. 



304 

PART 2 

"MR H.C. SIBISI 

THE UNSUNG AFRICAN LEADER" 

It is very hard to dig a man from the dust and dirt of a 

typical Native Township and try to make him saddle the clouds 

for all to see that, in practice, the man belongs there. To 

me and others, Mr Sibisi has no equal among African Leaders of 

his time, and he is aware of it. That's why he had never 

bothered to publish his ideas and achievements in newspapers 

as against the zeal which most leaders put on this aspect. He 

strongly believes that all he does and says emanates directly 

from God, and thus finds no need to pride himself as a servant 

of God rather he does all in his power to thank and praise 

God for his gifts. 

I dare say that if one wanted to look for a man or leader of 

Mr Sibisi's calibre, one would have to go overseas and it 

would not be hard to discover that Mr Sibisi shared most of 

the characteristics found in international figures like 

Mr Nehru of India, Field Marshal Montgomery of England, the 

Late Mahatma Gandhi 

Abraham Lincoln of 

of India, General Smuts of South 

U.S.A., Booker T. Washington, 

Africa, 

U.S.A., 

Dr Washington Carver, U.S.A. and many other international 

figures of past and current times. It is Mr Sibisi's matured 

mind and ideas and principles, conceptions and convictions and 

other inborn traits that make him rank with these 

personalities when he himself is a nonentity, at least that is 

what the world regards him as. 

Further, by destiny of error he was born a black man of South 

Africa where his very colour makes him an accursed and 

inferior man in the face of the very much advanced 
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nationalities from abroad. He belongs to a backward race 

which is still treated on group merit and development for 

everything affecting their wellbeing. It is taken for granted 

by the powers that be that an informed authority or leader has 

not emerged yet from this savage race except when that 

leadership is directed and supervised by a person of foreign 

descent. 

The Zulu which Mr Sibisi speaks is so accomplished, so rich in 

vocabulary and phraseology, so modern, yet. so original and 

unaffected that a university graduate would major in Zulu if 

he could command the language as Mr Sibisi does. He 

interprets English so fluently and expressively that the local 

courts in which it has been his privilege to be called in to 

interpret, have regarded his Zulu to be very good and always 

in the best interest of the accused 

democratic justice stands. 

a view for which 

Mr Sibisi is a God fearing man. A man who respects, and 

supports Government policies of any party that is in power in 

his land. But he is very frank in disagreement and criticism 

of any shortcomings of a governing authority of any magnitude, 

more especially if that authority or government misinterprets 

and distorts the true facts concer·ning the life of its 

subjects. Mr Sibisi is an authority in the life and affairs 

of his own people; but his capacity as such is very slowly 

being realised even by his own people who are groping 

desperately for leadership and recognition. This is because 

he doesn't make a song of it himself and none of his fellows 

has been bold enough to come up and sign him publicly. Not a 

line has been written about Mr Sibisi in the popular press of 

the country although Mr Sibisi has been responsible for the 
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doing more then once of the most difficult of all things. 

Because he shuns publicity, opportunists and rivals have 

always done their best to camouflage Mr Sibisi's great talents 

and achievements and have always cleverly tried, usually 

successfully but temporarily, to brand the achievements as 

their own. When at last the true author of the achievement is 

named, the generally misinformed public finds it very hard to 

believe that it was Mr Sibisi on the stage and not the self

styled peacocks who had appeared in headlines. Thus, 

Mr Sibisi's wonderful achievements are being buried in 

obscurity every day. And this is happening nearly every day 

for his life is so eventful that diarists and historians would 

make a rich harvest of a diversity of unrivalled 

accomplishments by one man in various fields. 

One of Mr Sibisi's traits is certainty. He knows exactly what 

is wanted and what is needed to achieve it, but he is usually 

dilatory in doing it, because his idea always is to teach his 

people by reducing even a miraculous technique into a simple 

deed, that he can solve every and all of their problems only 

if they would listen to his instructions and stop asking him 

silly questions and criticising his attire. The other trait 

is his capacity to see the bare essentials of any problem and 

putting ways to be employed in tacking it. When darkness 

looms about any problem, Mr Sibisi always has the torch. He 

doesn't crack his head to answer any bewildering question. 

His weakest point though is his failure to drive his point 

home quickly even by force if circumstances warrant it. But 

he allows counter motions even from obvious idiots and 

buffoons and waits until their ideas have failed and his are 

taken as the last resort which are always the right ones but 

usually too late when much damage has been done. 
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Yet his people haven't heeded the lesson. Every day, at every 

turn, you find them blundering and busy planning to thwart and 

impede Mr Sibisi's plans. "What plans?" you ask. Plans to 

save the skins of the very people who oppose him. "Why 

doesn't he leave them alone and plan his own way?" you ask 

again. ''They are God's people" he says, and God has sent him 

to lead His people. So Mr Sibisi usually puts the blame to 

God and not to the people and he is earnestly waiting for a 

time when God will stop the people from opposing him just for 

the sake of it without putting anything constructive. "Why 

doesn't Mr Sibisi put driving force behind his good ideas, if 

they are good?'' you ask once more. "Jesus never did it. 

That's why Christendom has triumphed. Mahatma Gandhi never 

did it. That's why Indian got her independence. Dr Aggrey of 

Africa never did it. That's why Ghana has also gained her 

independence (Sibisi will say). 

Mr Sibisi is a lover of nature (flora and fauna). You would 

think plans and flowers are his friends, the way he talks and 

nurses them. It is a great pleasure to see him handling a 

garden tool in his gardens. 

He is also a lover of beauty. This is evidenced by the fact 

that most of his bare possessions are selected pieces of art. 

Even discarded articles which he buys and sometimes never uses 

still retain their artistic touch even in the rubbish pit. 

But by his appearance he doesn't impress you as such. 

He strongly believes that black people must be industrious and 

must develop 

possible. 

themselves and their properties in every 

They must produce of their ingenuity 

way 

and 
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originality, in other words, invent. But he holds that 

black people spend much of their time and thought an 

many 

their 

bodies, clothes, pleasure, power and the accumulation of many 

worldly things. Consequently, they ·die having neither 

produced nor invented anything. 

He is a self-made poor man who can have all things if he wants 

them. He is an agricultural demonstrator by profession and 

talented one too. But Mr Sibisi is an estate agent 

occupation; a capable secretary and promoter of companies. 

a 

by 

A 

scholar of economies, science, law, engineering, theology, 

medicine, etc. It would appear that everything belongs to 

him, but he does not own anything. He often says he pities 

people who toil, scheme, worry and cheat to possess a lot of 

things, which in turn become such a burden to them having to 

stand guard over them to see they are not stolen or destroyed. 

He has just the barest necessities of life which he procures 

the longest and hardest way but often the fairest and the most 

honest way. But he never thinks he is poor, for, he believes 

that truth can be all imaginable riches and that not many 

people can afford the truth - that's why he believes himself 

one of the richest men in the world. 

If a man loves truth more than things, people are always glad 

to have him as a friend only to use him as a means and an 

expedient to their selfish gains. Indeed, that is what all 

Mr Sibisi's friends do. 

A big number of the patrons of his office are his 

dangerous enemies. But because he does not compete with 

most 

them 

in the fields of material gains, they are always prepared 

pocket their enmities and publicly pose as his big friends. 

to 
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Mr Sibisi has a wooing and ensnaring air about him which makes 

people crowd his office for hours on end, all enthusiastically 

listening to every word he says and feeding on every advice he 

gives, more so because it is always given for nothing even 

when it was worth well paying for. Thieves and impostor 

leaders bargain a lot that way. At least that is what they 

think. They come into his office in great style and pomp as 

his big friends and shower him with scores of various types of 

practical problems and questions which must have confronted 

them in their various fields of leadership or private life. 

Some bring personal difficulties and court cases after having 

lost huge sums of money in the hands of celebrated lawyers 

without getting any solution. At last they came to Sibisi 

whining and complaining that they have lost their money as if 

they didn't know he was there. 

Sibisi knowing full well that they have come to him solely and 

expressly to rob him of his ideas (because they are never 

prepared ta pay him anything) gladly dishes out to them 

invaluable advice and information, and their hitherto 

insurmountable problems simply vanish into thin air before 

Mr Sibisi. The result? These people never realise that it 

costs Mr Sibisi professional thinking and legal technique to 

solve their problems. but why if they could pay 15 to 20 to 

lawyers who don't help? Can't they pay for a real service? 

No. Mr Sibisi does not go into a serious mood nor does he 

consult any volume, he just gives the invaluable piece of 

information within the split of a second with apparently no 

effort. In fact the whole thing boils to a joke - making it 

extremely difficult for the layman to see how he can pay for 

such a simple trick. Simple! No.! It is a simple trick in 

Mr Sibisi' office all right, but in courts of law and lawyers' 
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offices it is a professional technique - in fact, the real 

business, well worth the gold it yields to them. 

In this light, the moment Mr Sibisi suggests a 'tee for his 

service even after the good results, the sharp reactions 

become clearly expressed. The reason? That is simple. He is 

easy prey for exploitation while in stark poverty. Then must 

he beg to finance his private and domestic interests? I leave 

that to you. 

I think it is because Mr Sibisi hardly ever changes his happy 

mood, his considerateness, his willingness to help rather than 

to be helped. It is because Mr_ Sibisi can suppress his 

feelings under the most trying circumstances. He can afford a 

smile and entertain a sentim~nt of any kind upon an empty 

stomach. He places, truth, honesty and service above things. 

This test has beaten men and women of all ages. 

His Training, Qualifications and Practice 

Many learned people have boldly asked about his academic and 

other qualifications and are invariably always stunned to 

learn that he only passed Std Seven, and took up agriculture 

as a profession. Many such people have frankly asked him for 

a sure suggestion to get what he has. <I am one of this 

group.) Mr Sibisi's answer is always very simple but elusive. 

He simply says, "Put everything to God and everything goes as 

you wished.'' But, he adds, "you must be prepared to wait." 

He then leaves you there. 

A few have tested this elusive data, but in the long run it is 

discovered that they had done so only for mere ostentation, 

thinking they would become famous as poor leaders or martyrs 
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of poverty. No. Mr Sibisi does not make a show of his 

poverty. He does not like it himself, but by it he teaches 

his followers that God's work and glory shine and are better 

observed in stark poverty and misery. So people who are 

sincerely out for gain and fame cannot endure under 

Mr Sibisi's coat. 

Then people wonder where, how and when Mr Sibisi got his 

wonderful store of knowledge nearly about everything else, in 

any and all fields and walks of life. 

He is an "idol" of the lawyers who have once been briefed by 

him as an agent on legal matters of any description and 

magnitude that might have come his way. The lawyers he deals 

with can testify that they invariable always come out victors 

with cases brought to them by Mr Sibisi, or if for any other 

reason they have Sibisi on their side. 

How dies this happen? you ask. 

lawyers in Durban, and has 

Mr Sibisi has dealt with most 

scientifically studied their 

strongest and weakest points. He selects them according to 

the nature of the case in which his client is involved. 

As I said in an earlier chapter, Mr Sibisi is an authority in 

the life and affairs,which affect the well-being of Africans 

of all classes. He is also conversant to a very high degree 

with the official attitude of nearly all government 

departments towards Africans of various classes, etc etc. 

So that when he is handling a case, banking and acting on his 

vast experience with the attitude of the police, the lawyers 

and the courts from the lowest to the highest available in the 
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land, he is able to work and pilot his client's case in 

conjunction with the lawyer handling the case through all 

stages with expert precision. The lawyers who have worked 

with him most, have learned one thing about him and they never 

stand in his way. They never criticise his suggestions, they 

rather study them carefully and quietly before deciding on a 
,-f. . uiversion. Hard facts have taught them the lesson. What 

lesson? You ask. Mr Sibisi endowed with an exceptional 

ability to adhere to the truth even when everybody else would 

rather throw it away and make a shortcut or a getaway by way 

of fraud cunningly whitewashed with some sweeping high-handed 

legal terms to hood-wink the legal bench. 

But sometimes, as it always happens, after all said and done, 

the truth shines even when an unfortunate prisoner had been 

condemned with every credit.ta the bench that handled the 

case. 

It is on this understanding that Mr Sibisi always stands and 

clings tenaciously to his arguments as long as he is quite 

sure that he has got the true facts as against the other 

party. He never allows himself to be weakened in his stand by 

anything or anybody suggesting anything else other than the 

truth. He won't countenance a bribe even in the darkest 

corners. He just sticks to the truth and the truth alone. By 

this trait alone, numerous giants have suffered shameful 

defeat in the hands of Mr Sibisi humbly wielding his weapon of 

truth. Many innocent souls have been saved miraculously from 

evil men of all races who would stop at nothing even if it 

costs peoples' lives as long as their own greed and lust, 

wealth and importance could be fed, and as long as money and 

fraud could do the trick. 
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Is it just this gift and/or any other inborn gifts that make 

Sibisi what he is? You ask once more. The answer is "no". 

Mr Sibisi had the right education and training for his most 

eventful life and further supplemented at a later stage by 

private reading, conscientious and painstaking study of many 

subjects that might have appealed to him. This fact is 

evidenced by his extensive library. 

Mr Sibisi was lucky to choose the profession of Agriculture at 

his time and got it from Adams College. Adams College had the 

practice to employ fresh professors from universities of the 

fame and calibre of Stellenbosch and Cape Town who were really 

being groomed and moulded to fit in their proper posts in 

European schools and institutions at a later stage. 

So such professors generally spent a year or two at Adams 

College undergoing this process. 

product of one of those professors 

in agricultural economics, etc etc. 

others, Mr Sibisi passed with 

Thus Mr Sibisi is a direct 

Mr Loubser a Professor 

Under this professor and 

distinction, agricultural 

economics, bookkeeping, engineering, 

subjects which were prescribed then 

profession. 

science 

in the 

and other 

agricultural 

With the zest he had, he encouraged Mr Loubser to pour and to 

breathe into him all that he knew about the profession of 

agriculture in its entirety, that is, in all its branches. He 

gave Mr Sibisi permission to gain access into his private 

library. This gave Sibisi a chance to dig deep into the 

knowledge of all aspects of his chosen profession. Mr Loubser 

revealed to Mr Sibisi that economic development was a chemical 
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weapon to oust and eventually conquer anybody, even a nation. 

It was the only way, therefore, to regain ones lost property. 

So Mr Sibisi's struggle has always been to each his people the 

idea and value of economic development. His achievements will 

be observed later in this connection. 

Among other things Mr Sibisi got from that famous Mission 

College were lectures and grounding on such subjects as 

Christianity and Evangelism, Ethics and Civics, Government and 

Provincial Administration, Music and other arts. 

When he left college in 1930, he was clipped as the best 

student of the year perhaps in the whole province of Natal. 

As Agricultural demonstrator he saw service in Swaziland and 

later joined the Department of Native Affairs and worked in 

Natal and Zululand. 

In that field and in that capacity, Mr Sibisi found that all 

the things he had learned were very useful tools and he 

employed them practically and effectively on all the people he 

came on contact with daily. These included the officials of 

his awn department, the dignitaries of the district in which 

he served, the lowest peasants and the humblest child in the 

district schools which he visited. In this field Mr Sibisi 

got a glorious chance to study the needs and the feelings of 

his own people and the official attitude of the authorities 

and the feelings of other racial groups towards them. 

He further studied and dug deeply into the poverty, the vanity 

and the weakness that prevailed in the social structure of his 

people; the laws and regulations that had been passed and 

framed to govern these people. The enormity of the walls that 
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had been built (by way of legislation) round these people as 

they slept over the years astounded Mr Sibisi. It became 

clear to Mr Sibisi that the African at this stage was in no 

better position that an ape who remained in his bush and cave 

for as long as the wrath of the farmer who owned the land had 

not been roused against him. The African was ignorant, 

wasteful, poor and powerless. Above all he did not know God. 

It is under these observations and considerations that I 

venture to say that Mr Sibisi is an authority in the life of 

his own people of all classes, for he has mingled with all of 

them on various levels and at various angles, usually 

unnoticed even by them. I further venture to say that perhaps 

he is the only African in his generation who can talk with 

authority on any and all aspects of life as affecting the 

wellbeing of the African of any class whatever, and with due 

regard and respect for any educational, economic, social, 

mental and other considerations that the African might have 

acquired in the field of human development. 

Mr Sibisi holds that it would be making a mockery of the 

African to regard him by his acquired qualifications for, in 

the eyes of the South African law, no process of human 

evolution has changed his status yet. But a plea could be 

made on his behalf on the background of such acquired 

qualifications and environments for they would provide a good 

working knowledge to trace the motives behind the behaviour of 

that African, privately or publicly. 

So, for the training which Mr Sibisi boasts of, his 

indebtedness goes back mostly to Adams College. 
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(First page missing) ••• was the only body in Clermont truly 

representative of their opinion as it was attached to a Local 

Authority CL.H.C.> as against the Clermont Residents· 

Committee which did not enjoy the favour and recognition of 

the L.H.D. In that capacity again he enjoyed an unprecedented 

favour of the L.H.C. and was honoured with the privilege of 

representing the Clermont Advisory Board in the biggest 

congress of Advisory Boards of the big cities in the Union 

which was held in Bloemfontein, O.F.S. this was the wildest 

bid by the L.H.C. to boost the legality of the C.A.B. in the 

ev.es of Clermont people. It was in that conference that 

Mr R.S. Mtshali learned a lesson of his life and returned to 

respect (although he would not say it) Mr Sibisi for his 

criticisms and suspicions about the L.H.C. and its Advisory 

Board which criticisms had made the two leaders bitter 

opponents in the Clermont cold war of leadership. 

In the conference Mr R.S. Mtshali was told that his Advisory 

Board which he represented could not be recognised as Clermont 

was not affected by the Urban Areas Act. This view had always 

been Mr Sibisi's contention which Mr Mtshali had bitterly 

opposed and supported and encouraged the L.H.C. to administer 

Clermont under the guise of ordinances framed under this act. 

Mr Mtshali was accordingly relegated to a position of honoured 

guest and observer in the conference, as presumably he must 

have been armed with a credential, a document or a letter of 

introduction which might have been fashioned for him by the 

L.H.C. 
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After that conference 

dwindled so graphically 

Mr Mtshali's power 

that he eventually 

entire politics of 

and influence 

C.A.B. and from the 

practically retired into oblivion 

resigned 

Clermont 

or a wilderness from 

he has not made a re-appearance to this day. 

from 

and 

which 

During Mr Sibisi's term of office in Advisory Board a number 

of other members who represented the various wards were also 

members of his own committee (The C.T.R.C.>. This gave Sibisi 

and his committee a glorious chance to place before the L.H.C. 

the real and true opinion of the grievances, sentiments and 

aspirations of the Clermont public. And I wish to stress here 

most emphatically that it was during this period, and never 

before or after, that the C.A.B. was ever effective and truly 

representative of the L.H.C. to the Clermont people and 

Clermont people to the L.H.C. 

It had been discovered why the L.H.C. had constituted a fake 

body like the C.A.B. It was imperative that the Clermont 

public had to be represented by some kind of body to the 

L.H.C. but at the same time such a body had to be directly 

under the control of the L.H.C. so that the Commission could 

be in a position to run, control, direct, censor and exploit 

all the business of such a body to the best of their 

advantage. 

But Clermont was the only place of its kind among places 

had fallen under the jurisdiction and control of the 

It was not an urban area, so it did not fall under the 

that 

L.H.C. 

Urban 

Areas Act. It was a designated rural Native Township, under 

the Native Administration Act No.38 of 1927, Section 30 known 
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as the Native Administration (The control and management of 

certain Native Villages and Townships) which the Governor

General may make regulations for. As the L.H.C. was not 

responsible to the Governor-General, to tamper with the 

Governor-General's power might have resulted in the L.H.C. 

losing the right to control Clermont at all. 

What was to 

attached to 

be done then? In practice all Native 

big European towns were represented by 

Boards to the European town council. 

Locations 

Advisory 

As Clermont was not attached to any European town, it was 

clear that any recognised body formed by its inhabitants would 

have executive powers as a~ainst the mere advisory capacity 

which was the main characteristic of all such Native Boards as 

Natives were never to be citizens in European towns, a channel 

had to be made through which Natives might make 

representations to the town councils. But then these bodies 

were incapacitated by the word Advisorv so that no matter how 

good and realistic their representations and recommendations, 

they could be refused at will and without any feeling of 

conscience by the European councils if they were not in the 

best interests of the citizens, that is Europeans. 

So the L.H.C. decided by resolution to form an Advisory Board 

of Clermont. This was clearly to deceive the Natives of 

Clermont into thinking that they had a body representing them. 

During board meetings Mr Sibisi and his supporters refused to 

vote and make resolutions and recommendations on behalf of the 

Clermont public. 

refer the matter 

Whenever such a situation arose they 

to the public of Clermont and then 

their resolution to the L.H.C. 

would 

bring 
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The L.H.C. agreed to this arrangement. So instead the matter 

was simply referred to the C.T.R. Committee presided over by 

Mr J.A. Mavundla (vice chairman). As the C.T.R. Committee was 

genuinely representative of the Clermont public, a resolution 

was made without calling a general meeting. 

In this way the public of Clermont was kept well-informed 

about the intentions and activities of the L.H.C. But 

Mr Mtshali, the chairman of Advisory Board, was very much 

opposed to this manoeuvre as he was not the brains behind it. 

In this way Mr Sibisi thwarted a number of moves by the L.H.C. 

aimed at punishing rates and building defaulters, etc. 

Eventually standing sub-committees were formed to deal with 

and to investigate certain questions relevant to defaulters. 

In this way many people were saved from what would have 

amounted to malicious punishment by way of court prosecutions, 

penalties and sometimes demolition of their dwelling 

structures when no alternative accommodation was available. 

People wer-e approached humanely and the 

consequences of defaulting. Their 

advised of 

difficulties were 

investigated, help offered, and eventually they came out of 

the mire and made good their dues with less suffering than 

officialdom. All this was through Mr Sibisi's good ideas, but 

the public didn't know because Mr Sibisi never advertised his 

good deeds. 

In conjunction with this, Mr Sibisi with his committee was 

forming registered bodies which, according to him were aimed 

at seizing and 

Clermont. 

l . ,=:eeping economic rights of the people of 
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Very unfortunately (with his sagacity> Mr Sibisi bargained for 

himself a lot of disfavour from his rivals. The disfavour 

spread and weakened his members and colleagues. Mr Sibisi was 

attacked and criticised from within and without Board and 

committee ranks. Mr Mtshali openly attacked Mr Sibisi even 

during board meetings and accused him of inciting people 

against t~e commission. 

From outside, he suffered attack from the late Mr I.M. Mabase, 

the founder and leader of the Rate Payers and Voters 

Association. Mr Mabaso was also claiming leadership thinking 

that the L.H.C. would favour his organisation which was formed 

of virtual ratepayers to the L.H.C. but he was later to be 

bamboozled for the L.H.C. totally ignored him together with 

his organisation. 

When the Board's term of office came to an end and a new one 

was to be elected, Mr Mabaso and Mr Mtshali, although they did 

not see eye t,:::, eye, had agreed on organising the people 

against Mr Sibisi so that he was not re-elected into the 

board. The campaigning for election was long and arduous. 

Great interest had been created in the masses who were 

promised a lot of wishful thinking by the two rival leaders in 

their respective camps. There was no activity in Mr Sibisi's 

camp because his own followers had been weakened by the 

malicious campaigning of his opponents. As he was 

forceful leader, he made no counter moves. His hands in 

not a 

fact 

the companies he had were too charged with the activities of 

formed, especially the Clermont Township Transport Company. 
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The election day came and the candidates fought 

enthusiastically and ended in Messrs Mtshali and Mabaso being 

elected with most of their supporters. 

That board was catastrophic. Mr Mabaso, while he appreciated 

Mr Sibisi's good deeds, however felt that Mr Sibisi was too 

soft and wavering in his stand, more especially when it came 

to issues that involved challenging the L.H.C. in some of its 

doubtful activities - and there were many. He (Mabaso> was 

determined to blow up the Commission if they could not 

compromise with him on certain controversial issues. The 

standing sub-committees which had been formed during 

Mr Sibisi's term of office carried on their good work of 

helping defaulters, saving them from prosecutions and other 

ill-treatment in the hands of the L.H.C. In no time the 

enmity between Mr Mabaso and Mr Mtshali had sharpened because 

Mr Mtshali disliked criticisms levelled against the L.H.C. by 

Mr Mabaso, we fought 

several destructive 

from within the board 

bombs from guns based in 

ratepayers of which he was General Secretary. 

and also fired 

the office of 

The highlight of Mr Mabaso's determination to fight the 

Commission's policy was the ousting of Mr Freeman from his job 

as Area Secretary of the L.H.C. He alleged that Mr Freeman 

was wrongfully engaged in private business while under the 

employ of the L.H.C. He traced and recovered receipts that 

Mr Freeman had issued to his customers in respect of 

merchandise they had bought from him. I am told Freeman lost 

his job on the strength and proof of these allegations. Thus 

Mr Mabasa had bargained for himself a lost of disfavour from 

the L.H.C. and had virtually made several enemies for himself 

from his co-members in the board, most of whom had dissociated 
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of the L.H.C. and had more or 

attitude of favouring and 

encouraging the L.H.C. in one and all its activities. 

It was Mr Mabaso who, after discovering the ineffectiveness of 

the C.A. Board, queried and criticised its constitution and 

status up to a point where the L.H.C. had to agree in writing 

that the C.A. Board was formed by resolution in a meeting of 

the L.H.C. when they (L.H.C.) found no provision in law to 

farm such a body at Clermont. Mr Mabaso then made a strong 

bid ta usurp the said powers and/or rights of the board in 

favour of his own organisation as the body to be regarded as a 

genuine link between the people of Clermont and the L.H.C. 

He did this by making his organisation seem much of the 

L.H.C.'s offspring as possible by framing its constitution 

from clauses in the constitution of the L.H.C. But all this 

didn't help him. He had prejudiced the cause of his 

organisation very much against the L.H.C. by his behaviour as 

founder and leader of the same. 

It should be appreciated that at this stage there were 

practically three rival organisations prevailing at Clermont 

under their respective exponent leaders, viz. 

(1) The C.T.R. Committee. The oldest body which the people of 

Clermont ever formed to be representative of their opinion to 

any authority in the Province or Government. Which, I think 

reached a degree of maturity and wide scope and influence 

during the period 1948 to 1952 when Mr Sibisi was chairman and 

leader. 
. + 1 1. ... rea~ 

He drafted its constitution on modern lines to give 

executive power to forge ahead with its business which 
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and money. Sibisi"s constitution of the C.T.R. Committee was 

the second to be made in the life of this body. This body 

favoured and always envisaged direct contact with the Central 

Government as its leaders, especially Mr Sibisi, contended 

that Clermont could not be administered by the Province, 

through the L.H.C. as a Native was in no way represented in 

the Provincial Council. 

Central Government. 

But a Native was represented in the 

was Mr Sibisi's committee which sent a 

bold memorandum to Pretoria asking the Government through the 

Native Affairs Department to rid Clermont of the L.H.C. which 

was administering Clermont on the lines of a Municipal Native 

location through a superintendent. That memorandum was 

last word of Clermont, for after that, Clermont 

the 

lost 

leadership of her prophet leader. Since then, she has groped 

in the dark, blundering and playing into the hands of her 

enemies at every turn. 

(2) The Clermont Advisory Board - which under the chairmanship 

and leadership of Mr Mtshali had wielded an ideology but which 

has hitherto been attacked, criticised and finally proved 

beyond doubt that it is a fake. Its leader, Mr Mtshali, 

retired into oblivion immediately after attending the congress 

of the S.A. Advisory Boards in Bloemfontein where he was told 

that such a body could not exist at Clermont. 

(3) The Clermont Rate Payers and Voters Association whicQ was 

founded by the late Mr I.M. Mabaso. This organisation was 

founded on the threats to crush Mr Sibisi with his 

organisation and finally to oust the Advisory Board and gain 

the favour and recognition of the L.H.C. Its founder and 

leader really made moves in these directions but was taught 

lessons to the contrary and never achieved his aims. 
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organisations have all been removed from leadership by 

constitution or otherwise. 

But only one died with its leader who was 
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three 

death, 

removed 

unconstitutionally - that was the C.T.R. Committee. Logically 

basing our argument on Christian principles, anybody that once 

had life must one day see death then possibly a 

resurrection. That is what everybody is anxiously waiting to 

see happen with the new defunct C.T.R.C. after which it will 

never die, provided its people have enough gumption and pluck 

to resurrect it. 

If the Government is sincere about its idea of Bantu 

Authorities and Bantustan plans, Clermont would be ideal for 

an experiment. People of Clermont have freehold title deeds 

for their properties, and their area has been grouped for 

Africans only. So any attempt by the local authorities, e.g. 

L.H.C. and Durban Corporation, casting covetous eyes at 

Clermont is ridiculous, but the people of Clermont must be 

alive to the facts and their rights. Otherwise if they go on 

selling one another in the strong bid for favour from anybody 

whatever professing to have brought same good to Clermont 

other than the Native Affairs Department they will only have 

themselves to blame. 
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In this instalment I wish to try and relate events leading to 

the ousting and expulsion of Mr Sibisi from the leadership of 

Clermont. When he decided to control transport at Clermont 

shortly after the Indians had abandoned the route, he 

practically had two exacting portfolios on his shoulders. He 

was chairman and leader of the Clermont Residents Committee, 

Managing Director and Public Officer of the Clermont Bus 

Company (Pty) Ltd. 

As most of the company's business had ta be transacted in 

town, he decided to establish the company's office in Durban. 

The duties in this office demanded him most and he remained 

there most of the time. The committee's office at Clermont 

also demanded his close attention. So he drafted his deputy, 

Mr Joseph A. Mavundla, and his secretary, Mr Teddy W. Hlongwa, 

to take full control of that office and report to him whenever 

necessary. All went well for a time because he had previously 

laid a good foundation and had the confidence of the rest of 

the committee members plus the public. 

As the business of the Company gained momentum many people, 

especially business men and professional men, thought that he 

was making a lot of money in the bus business. They made 

enquiries to Mr Mavundla, but Mr Mavundla could not establish 

how Mr Sibisi made his living from the business because he had 

no bus of his own. Malicious rumours were spread until the 
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C.I.D. made certain investigations. Mr A.M. Khumalo, a 

detective sergeant and a cousin to Mr Sibisi, once bolted into 

his office on official duty. After questioning him at length, 

he said information had reached the C.I.D. that he was 

deriving his livelihood by swindling monies from the companies 

that had come from all over the country to help Clermont. (In 

fact and in truth, they had come to be helped themselves, as 

most of them were in serious financial and other incidental 

troubles>. He then warned Sibisi that he might call again and 

probably be forced to arrest him if information he had should 

crystallize at any time. 

However, Mr Sibisi convinced him that the rumour had no 

foundation and Mr Khumalo took no further steps. 

Meanwhile the jealous and misinformed public of Clermont put 

pressure on Mr Mavundla, by criticising all that he was doing 

on behalf of Mr Sibisi and then urged him to take a course 

which they envisaged. They complained that Sibisi had no more 

interest in Clermont affairs and that they did not understand 

his position in the bus business. That was not true - they 

were only jealous of him because as the transport business 

grew they felt his name would grow with it, with very few of 

their names attached ta it. 

He had tried to organise the public to operate a non-profit 

bus company which would be controlled by the Clermont Bantu 

Improvement Fund which I explained in an earlier chapter. His 

plan was very plain and simple. The public would contribute a 

pound a head towards the required capital to buy buses. The 

receipts for the 1 contribution had a picture of a bus 

which Mr Sibisi thought would inspire the public to be 
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generous and proud that they had bought a fleet of buses for a 

lousy pound contribution. But evil minded men and jealous 

rivals had found fertile soil in the misinformed public to sow 

the seeds of their hatred for Sibisi. They thwarted his 

scheme with malicious and untrue rumours about the bus 

business which he was controlling at great personal sacrifice 

and risk. 

They then jogged Mr Mavundla day in ~nd day out until he was 

greatly weakened and virtually disposed himself to do as they 

bid. They made him write letters of betrayal to certain 

authorities besmearing Mr Sibisi's name. It was during this 

period that the late Mr I.M. Mabaso founded an organisation 

now known as the Clermont Rate Payers and Voters Association. 

He was a cousin to Sibisi and one of his most dangerous rivals 

for leadership. 

Yet Sibisi supported them all 

organisations and even gave 

Really and truly Sibisi was 

and wished well for 

generously for their 

a member of nearly 

their 

cause. 

every 

organisation at Clermont and they 

for he really salted them all. He 

all enjoyed his influence 

was always conspicuous by 

his absence in meetings and gatherings. Everybody felt he had 

been at a profitable or worthwhile meeting if Sibisi had stood 

up ta say anything for or against a motion in any meeting or 

gathering whatever. If Sibisi had been absent, people left 

the meeting protesting noisily even though there had been many 

learned people who looked outwardly abler than him. ''Why was 

all this?'' you ask. The quality of Mr Sibisi's words, 

explanations, maxims and even jokes was very high. He spoke 

every word with authority and everyone had a meaning which the 

listeners underlined in their minds. Nearly everywhere no one 
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wished to speak after him. That is what maddened his rivals 

for they sadly lacked such quality with all the tails behind 

their names. "But why?" you ask again. 

They were selfish, sophisticated, spiteful and inconsiderate. 

They were greedy, deceitful, proud, unscrupulous and smacking 

of every sin that has a name. Do you still wonder why? 

It will be appreciated therefore that Mr Sibisi was fighting 

it out on all fronts within and without. Most of the 

bullets from the guns of his enemies found targets on his 

committee members and other supporters who were in time 

greatly confused by the scandal round his name and the real 

good things he was doing. As you will agree with me, "no news 

is good news" and so much was being said about Sibisi that his 

supporters were at last completely demoralised by his rivals 

who tackled him from all fronts and as they had nothing else 

to do, they used all their skill and power to deal death blows 

at him. But this time most of the munition used against him 

came from his own demoralised supporters and his rivals had a 

sweet time. Sibisi himself never really hit back. 

One of the most significant meetings in which Mr Sibisi was 

the subject of discourse was held under a Kaffirboom tree at 

the Clermont bus rank. It was attended by all types and 

classes representative 

organisations. 

of all elements, sects a.nd 

It had been convened by Mr J.A. Mavundla, Sibisi"s deputy, at 

the instigation of his rivals, charged with the delicate duty 

of electing and installing a new chairman and leader of the 

Clermont Residents Committee. It was a sequel of a long 



struggle to throw Mr Sibisi 

had employed unconstitutional 

out of office - but because 

methods and tactics, they 
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they 

had 

always failed. By this time Sibisi's only supporter was his 

loyal secretary, Mr Teddy W. Hlongwa. Mr Mavundla had pledged 

himself to be a kind of Judas Iscariot to surrender his leader 

and chief to his crucifiers. First a meeting had been held 

under the same Kaffirboom tree where a special committee of 

four men was elected and drafted to track down Mr Sibisi with 

his secretary to demand from them the surrender of a number of 

documents appertaining to the affairs of Clermont. They were 

empowered to use all means at their disposal to recover those 

documents. 

Mr Robert D. Mkhwanazi, a former secretary of the very C.R.C. 

and who had served long and loyally under Mr Sibisi, was one 

and secretary of the special committee. They first wrote a 

letter to Mr Sibisi demanding the documents. Mr Sibisi 

ignored them. They contacted Messrs Darby and Higgs, a firm 

of attorneys, and instructed them to demand the documents. 

Mr Sibisi replied and put certain questions to Darby and 

Higgs. Darby and Higgs passed the letter to them. 

They could not furnish the information Darby and Higgs wanted, 

so no further step could be taken. They switched off to 

Pinetown and implored the assistance of the Magistrate. 

The Magistrate asked if they had a constitution. They said, 

yes. He then told them to go and study that constitution and 

use it to expel Mr Sibisi if he had been installed by that 

constitution. The very constitution was one of the documents 

they were demanding. As they had been careless, none of them 

cared to have a copy of it. So they went back to report to 

the riotous gathering that had elected and drafted them. 
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The gathering (imbizo> was exasperated and decided to do away 

with him unconstitutionally, hence that significant meeting. 

Mr Mavundla had been promised many times that he would be 

installed if he consented to organise the mutinous meetings. 

But by the time the significant meeting was finally called, it 

became clear that Mavundla was to face a straight and fierce 

fight as there were now clear rivals for the leadership he had 

been promised to get for a song. 

To my estimation, these were the rivals: 

(Sibisi's deputy and betrayer), 

Messrs J.A. Mavundla 

H.S. Mthethwa and 

G.N. Sithole. Mr Mavundla presided at the meeting. 

A number of well wishers made preliminary speeches which 

pointed which way the wind would blow. They all favoured 

installing a man who had rendered unselfish service in the 

past and to whom the public generally looked for protection 

against thugs and wrongdoers. 

By insinuation, they meant Mr G.N. Sithole who had 

installed by Mr Sibisi as head constable and who had used 

car several times to summon 

police station. But Mr 

the police or carry thugs to 

Sithole had not arrived at 

been 

his 

the 

the 

meeting. Before the voting began, Mr I.M. Mabaso moved that 

Mr H.S. Mthethwa be the returning officer - he was seconded. 

Automatically Mr Mthethwa was taken out of the fight and was 

called upon to take the chair from Mr Mavundla. Nominations 

came forward. Only Mavundla and Sithole were nominated and 

voting began enthusiastically. 
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Mr Mthethwa counted the votes and announced the results. 

Mr Sithole had more votes and was declared winner and first 

unconstitutional chairman and leader of the Clermont 

Residents. Still he had not arrived at the meeting. After 

the announcement of his victory over Mavundla, his car passed 

majestically towards his herbalist shop. He parked it there 

and came carrying his own cane-chair to the meeting. He 

parked it there and made a short apology for being late. 

Mr Mthethwa, telling him about his glorious victory, sharply 

rebuked him for lateness, remarking that it was a mark of 

misdemeanour and unnecessary show of his car. "We have cars 

too", he snapped angrily. He further told him to honour the 

post he had been entrusted with and told him that there should 

be no monkeying and boasting about it - but positive action 

and leadership was expected of him. Mr Sithole took up all 

the onslaught calmly. Mr Mavundla was almost fainting with 

disappointment. He had campaigned hard and long - but Sithole 

had stolen the occasion and he was left a forlorn man. 

Somebody belatedly stood up to console their good boy 

Mavundla. He exhorted him to take heart for he was virtually 

going to be deputy again to Sithole which post he had held 

with dignity and credit under the unconstitutionally 

overthrown leaper, Mr H.C. Sibisi, the man said. This was 

about the end of 1952. 

Mr George N. SitholP, First Unconstitutional I eader of 

ClPrmont 

Mr Sithole's regime will always be remembered for its brevity. 

The only public function he ever performed, as number one 

citizen of Clermont, to my best recollection, was when he 

welcomed Paramount Chief Cyprian Bhekuzulu when he was passing 
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through Clermont from Maritzburg to Durban. This was just 

about the end of 1952. Mr Sithole delivered his unprepared 

speech amid all classes of people of Clermont. There were a 

few European guests including the then Pinetown Magistrate. 

His speech, which should have been a white stone in the 

history of his leadership, only succeeded to cheapen the 

occasion, simply because it was just an oration of meaningless 

phrases stammered along incoherently. 

However, the other guest speakers like Mr M.B. Yengwa, managed 

to brighten up the historic occasion. There was singing by 

school children and displays by the "Boys Brigade" also to 

brighten and sweeten the occasion. 

when he 

He was 

think 

Another outstanding event of his leadership was 

sjambokked a pregnant woman and was pulled into court. 

convicted and given a suspended sentence, I am told. I 

after this he lost confidence in himself and resigned from 

leadership. 

It will be remembered that in Mr Sibisi's Committee he was 

Head Constable where a sjambok, kerrie or baton were 

considered his professional tools. He must have failed to see 

that it was no more in keeping with him as leader to wield 

such weapons. But remember, "Profession brands• the man''. So 

we excuse him as a policeman, but not as First Gentleman, 

Chairman and Leader of Clermont Residents. 

Immediately after his 

Mr J.A. Mavundla, took over. 

resignation, his deputy, 

Unfortunately I cannot comment 

on Mavundla's installation ceremony because I was not at 

Clermont then. He too never performed any public function of 
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be remembered for its dullness, inactivity and 

ineffectiveness. 

After his installation he opened a restaurant, fattened and 

completely forgot about the affairs of Clermont. But 

Mr Mavundla had always been a man of meetings and a fearless 

volunteer who should have taken advantage of his long-coveted 

position. Thus many people were puzzled by his actions as 

leader of Clermont. He did absolutely nothing, instead nearly 

all organisations headed by him met their doom one by one. To 

count a few I may say, Clermont Residents Committee, Clermont 

Agricultural Show Committee, Reformed Rate Payers Association 

and the Fannin School Committee of which he was Chairman, 

conducted its business most unsatisfactorily. 

He did not call meetings, I am told, but big things were 

happening, e.g. the shameful expulsion of the school 

principal, a graduate and a man of unimpeachable character, 

Mr Hlatshwayo, and the public was very angry and unsatisfied 

with his leadership. Why was all this? you ask. The answer 

is simple. "A leaden sword in an iron scabbard is still 

lead.'' Mr Mavundla had not got the qualities of a leader but 

by his forwardness and alertness he easily puzzled many people 

and thus had always been given responsible positions in many 

activities and organisations and had always caused the 

downfall of them all. 

-because he guided him 

he was a crack shot. 

But Mr Sibisi worked nicely with him 

and under good guidance and direction 

He lamentably lacked education, vision 

and foresight as a leader, he was just nil. 
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Scientifically speaking, he was a good catylistic agent. He 

could help anything to a glorious success for better or worse 

depending on who was guiding him. Mr Sibisi, a good man, used 

him and achieved marvellous results. 

Evil men have used him too with great success as when they 

employed his services to undermine Sibisi's regime and 

Hlatshwayo's Mr Sibisi always warned his 

audiences against misfitting people, saying that, "toes can 

never perform the functions of the eyes even under the 

cleverest hands. But toes used as toes can always win 

laurels." And he always told his audiences that God had 

endowed him with the ability to detect people's individual 

gifts and talents and thus could fit nearly everybody in his 

right place and exploit his services for the good of all. 

''If" and only if he could be given a chance, which to my 

experience it has always been the misfortune for the people he 

has ever worked with not to afford him such a chance for they 

have always claimed to know just as much. The result? 

as you see. 

Just 

So from the above account it will be clear that both Sithole 

and Mavundla never possessed any constitutional credentials as 

elected leaders of Clermont which Sibisi still has to this day 

and which afford him the recognition and respect which he 

enjoyed before his shameful deposition from leadership of 

Clermont. 

Mr Sibisi had set a pattern for the administration of Clermont 

but the people he was leading never reached a stage where they 

could understand him and appreciate his wonderful abilities 
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and gifts. 

of them had 

Above all they lacked godliness. It appeared 

had the pleasure to be inspired by the 

none 

Holy 

Spirit. The barest secrets of God had never been revealed to 

them. By them, I mean the enlightened and the educated. The 

so-called Christians were neither Christians nor good. 

The few that were good were either too few or too backward to 

mean anything, so they suffered ostracism in the hands of the 

wealthy and educated. Thus the standard and worth of the 

thinking public of Clermont can be assessed at this juncture 

by the type and quality of the leaders they preferred to 

determine and to decide their fate. 

It is a great pity to record that Africans just do not see 

Sibisi. They do not know what and who he is among them. Thus 

they have failed to make use of him. A few selfish ones have 

tried in vain to misuse him for their selfish gains, simply 

because he cannot be bribed. An appreciably insignificant 

minority compared with thousands he mingles with every day 

have exploited his services even for personal undertakings. 

Many whom he has tried to help and inspire have only succeeded 

to hate and fear him. 

Many have become jealous of him and recognising his gifts have 

done their best to keep him at arms length in order to avoid 

being compared with him by the public for their demerits and 

other shortcomings would be so plain when seen against Sibisi 

as the background. I fail to describe Sibisi's worth to the 

entire African nations of South Africa. He should have been 

regarded by them as scientists of the atomic and space age are 

regarded by Europeans. 

Lord! 

Oh, what a pity. But how long, Oh 
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Sibisi meets Alexander 

Shortly after the Nationalists ascended to power in 1948 many 

people began to take stock of events seriously, especially 

businessmen. Among these may be counted Mr Israel Alexander 

of the firm I. Alexander & Co. He had by his business secrets 

becom~ one of the most respected black citizens of Durban, if 

not Natal, nay South Africa. 

The Nationalists hammered into everyone's ears that people had 

to group themselves or would be grouped according to their 

colour and race. So when Mr Alexander was expanding his 

business empire, he had to heed the government's warning. He 

then turned his attention to Clermont and accordingly lodged 

applications with the local licensing board of Pinetown for 

business undertakings at Clermont. I am told that somehow he 

repeatedly met disfavour with this board until someone told 

him to consult Mr Henry Sibisi who was then Chairman of the 

Clermont Residents· Committee and who had helped many people 

to get trading licences. 

So Mr Alexander approached Sibisi and they agreed to meet at 

the hearing of his 

Board. Mr Sibisi 

re-applications to the Pinetown Licensing 

was the only witness to give evidence on 

behalf of Alexander among a panel of lawyers who were piloting 

those applications and to whom the board had previously been 

indifferent. Asked to give evidence, Sibisi said if the board 

had good reasons to reject Alexander's applications he could 

not help. But on behalf of Clermont he would ask the board to 

consider the position of that lone African Township. 

Mr Alexander was a pure African 

revolutionise the role of 

and a man of means who 

Clermont by developing 

could 

his 
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properties economically. This could beautify Clermont and set 

a standard ta the emergent African businessman. I am told it 

was on the merits of that address that Mr Alexander was 

granted the required licences. Alexander, surprised and 

pleased by the wisdom of this shabby looking man, asked what 

his fees would be. To his disgust, Sibisi said, "Oh, I always 

charge 2.10 for such service." But Alexander said his case 

was different from the usual small businessman. Sibisi said, 

•"I take you to be just as poor too although of course your 

liabilities would be in line with your income. So I don't 

want to take advantage of your wealth for I have done no 

better service than I have done far others." Mr Ale:•:ander was 

stunned and gave him 5. Mr Sibisi told him that the time 

would come when he would ask him for financial assistance for 

Clermont and not for himself. Almost immediately Alexander 

started the buil~ing up of his famous business establishment 

just at the approach into Clermont and for some time they 

seemed to have forgotten each other. When Mr Fred Ngema of 

the once famous but now defunct Bantu Bus Service thundered 

into.Clermont and impressed the whole of Natal as a half

millionaire south of the Equator, Mr Alexander began to size 

himself against this intruder from the Transvaal. He 

(Mr Alexander) had previously ignored Mr Sibisi's request for 

financial help from him just before Mr Ngema thundered in. 

When Ngema changed his mind and threatened to oust Sibisi from 

his transport business, Alexander got interested and 

approached Sibisi. Sibisi welcomed him with warm hands and 

set about paving the way for him to take over the business of 

the Clermont Bus Company. 

--------------------------------- -- -
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They negotiated for about three months when Alexander offered 

to put a fleet costing some 24,000 in the colour and name of 

Clermont. Sibisi announced the good news to the Clermont 

people. By this time there was a fierce struggle between 

Sibisi and Ngema for supremacy over the Clermont route and now 

Alexander was Sibisi's only hope. All of a sudden, Alexander 

changed his mind too and applied to the Local Road 

Transportation Board in his own name without telling Sibisi. 

When the board sat to hear Alexander's application, as Ebony 

Bus Services, Sibisi was not consulted. Alexander was advised 

by the board to see Sibisi first who was the operator and 

Ngema had been granted three temporary certificates by then. 

So Alexander came back disappointed and crouching, hat in hand 

to Sibisi with apologies for his misconduct - he had been ill

advised by his lawyer, he said. Then they started over again 

where they had left off about a month or two ago. 

Their application which eventually came before the board for 

hearing was effectively opposed by Ngema whose foot had gained 

ground in the favour of the board by than. Mr Alexander who 

appeared to be one with Sibisi now had just missed the train. 

The board did not like to grant certificates to two "bulls" on 

one route. So the board successfully diverted Alexander's 

attention from Clermont offering him consolation prizes. They 

offered him routes he had not applied for in the Durban 

Suburbs where other African operators were being forced to 

retreat from Transport business by troubles. It was 

immediately after this that the once famous but now defunct 

Ebony Bus fleet made its first appearance. 
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Mr Alexander approached Sibisi, thanked him for his services, 

offered him a cheque and promised him a good job. But 

sincerely asked him to clear off from the picture now as he 

had been advised by the usual source (his lawyer) that his 

case would be prejudiced if he always appeared with Sibisi. 

Sibisi refused to take the money and the job, saying he had 

enough money and enough work to do, instead he released his 

own clerk (Herbert Nkosi) to go and take up that job in 

Alexander's business. Alexander told Sibisi that a man who 

could not be valued in money could never impress him for 

Sibisi had no coat and no shoes, yet he boasted of having 

enough means without the assistance of Alexander. This was 

the final parting of the roads between a wealthy man and a 

poor martyr and leader. 

A great show of wealth and power was wielded by the two giants 

who had in turn humiliated Sibisi. Their fleets each boasted 

of no less than forty buses or more. For a time this seemed 

to be the order of the day, even the Indians and the 

corporation appeared not to be too safe before these two 

giants. 

Then almost overnight, Ngema had died and his business was 

crumbling exactly in the same way as Sibisi's had done two or 

three years before. 

Fast at Ngema's heels, Alexander's fleet tumbled down too. He 

was insolvent and no longer able to maintain the empire. 

By this time Sibisi had left Clermont shamefully, a lone and 

forlorn man, hated, despised and unwanted, and had taken 

shelter in the then infamous slums of Cato Manor early in 
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1954, to begin yet another era in the field of African 

leadership. The people of Clermont had once regarded the 

famous millionaire from the Transvaal, the late Mr F. Ngema, 

with his fabulous fleet, the Bantu Bus Service, as 

invulnerable and immortal, and similarly regarded their 

contemporary, Alexander's Ebony Bus Services. But all these 

now belong to the ages. 

Sibisi meets Mathonsi - learns of Zulu Hlanganani 

Mr Sibisi spent the whole of 1954 quietly building his shack 

at No.150 K.U. Denis Shepstone Road, Cato Manor. 

obviously and outwardly poor family but they 

nobody for anything. At the same time they had 

They were an 

begged from 

everything 

they wanted. But few people knew or understood where their 

source of livelihood came from. Mr Sibisi opened his agency 

office at Lakhani Chambers. He organised and finally 

registered a company for the people of Isipingo who he helped 

from the deadly claws of a ravenous eagle. The company was 

christened "Sizakancane Mazulu Bus Company <Pty> Ltd", under 

the leadership of Hezekiel Vilakazi. He then helped an old 

African Protestant church from its troubles too. He 

reorganised and finally got them registered and officially 

recognised by the Government after sixty years of struggle for 

such recognition. This was "Zulu Congregational Missio~ 

Traders (Pty) Ltd". He registered a number of people 

businesses and firms under the Firms Act of 1906 as amend~ 

Many of them have licences now under names of their regist~ 

businesses or firms. These people are respected in ~ 

business circles and even the law sometimes gestures to 

favourably as a sign of recognition for their documents. 

lam not exaggerating when I say most of these successf~ 



prosperous businessmen never 

services which always cost him 

skill. 

paid Sibisi a penny for 

a lot of his time, energy 
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his 

and 

People whom he has helped in this way can be found among a 

diversity of classes and walks, viz. professionals, traders, 

hawkers, butchers, agents, livestock dealers, farmers and even 

witch doctors (Inyangas). He has promoted and registered 

organisations and bodies including companies, welfare 

organisations, religious bodies, entertainment groups, etc and 

etc. To many people from the length and breadth of Natal, 

Sibisi's offices at Lakhani 

then Valbro Chambers mean 

lives. 

Chambers, then Ajmeri Arcade and 

a lot to them and their future 

Among many people who approached Sibisi for help and advice 

was an old, greying man who spoke very cleverly for his age 

and more so because he did not seem to have had much education 

to warrant him the understanding of a legal nature as this man 

had. 

As would have been expected the man had figured quite 

prominently in a number of organisations and with the years he 

had won leadership of a number of such organisations. When he 

came to Sibisi he had a headache about a group of people who 

had been victims of ejectment orders from a place they had 

inhabited for a good number of years and could not find 

alternative accommodation, nor were they offered any by their 

ejectors. So they had fought the order tooth and nail. A 

number of lawyers had cut fat slices in legal fees trying to 

help them with no avail. A number of African leaders had also 

tried their worth to show them the right outlet, still with no 
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avail. Mr Champion had tried and failed. 

Mr J.J. Shabala.la. had tried and failed. This old man was now 

trying for the second time. He was Mr J.B. Mathonsi, a well

known figure and veteran of the Cato Manor slum area die-hards 

~"iho enjoyed the favour and recognition of the local authority. 

The trouble people were a cluster of families of the 

class 

called 

who had settled somewhere 

"Amalukazi" to the far 

round Isipingo at a 

south of the city. 

poor 

place 

When 

Mathonsi met Sibisi, he seemed to impress his followers with 

new freshness in the line of approach to their problem until 

one of them tracked Mathonsi at his heels into Sibisi's offic~ 

at Lakhani Chambers. This man was Hezekiel Vilakazi. When 

Vilakazi met Sibisi he had discovered the fountain of life 

from Which Mathonsi had been drinking. From then, he never 

left the office even for one day of the week. Sibisi 

straightened his papers first. When I met Valakazi he was a 

floorboy in Mr Sibisi's office. His wages amounted to a cup 

of tea and a few slices and a busfare perhaps daily. Vilakazi 

was a married man, how could he work for such wages? No, he 

was getting much more than that. He was being groomed into a 

leader. He was learning the tactics to be applied to solve 

their age old struggle against Asiatic landlords who didn't 

want them in their farm anymore. Further, he was serving an 

apprenticeship in office routine, viz. typewriting, filing, 

taking and setting minutes, registration of organisations and 

companies and management of same. All this he got from 

Mr Sibisi without paying a fee. Vilakazi had good education 

and naturally a clever man. So he mastered his lessons one by 

one. Eventually Mr H. Vilakazi became leader of his people 

and Mathonsi faded away from the picture. Mr Sibisi organised 

them into a body with a committee of which Vilakazi was 
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secretary. He opened a banking account for their body. 

Eventually registered a bus company for them which was known 

as "Si:zakancane Mazulu Bus Company (Pty) Ltd" of which 

Mr H. Vilakazi was secretary and Public Officer. Mr Sibisi 

handed their matter to his lawyers, Mr A.H. Mulla, who 

trounced the landlords from court to court until the matter 

reached a settlement in favour of the Natives. 

When Alexander's famous Ebony Bus fleet crumbled, many people 

wanted to take over the service. Among which was an 

organisation in Cato Manor which styled itself as "Zulu 

Hlan•~anani" ~--.ihich had come into e:-:istence during the II Inda

African riots of 1949". The organisation was not a registered 

body and the same Mathonsi was leader. So Sibisi advised them 

to register first a bus company and offered to help them. 

They collected some money and Sibisi reserved the name for 

them with the Registrar of Companies in Pretoria in 1955. He 

waited for them to bring the required fee for registration 

until 1958. Mathonsi was organising these people but he was 

no more enjoying the favour of many of his followers 

especially the prosperous businessmen of Cato Manor slums. In 

1958, the desire for buses freshened. The people who came 

forward now were the people who had money to buy buses. 

Subscriptions came forward and the company was registered and 

the first few buses were bought. This was "Zulu Hlanganani 

Bantu Bus Company (Pty) Ltd" which ~...,as granted three 

certificates by the board after a fierce struggle with Sibisi 

as the brains for every step that was taken. 

Now I want to trace the part which Mathonsi played up to this 

stage. He belonged to the first group that failed to register 

the company. It had been agreed that each man was to 
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subscribe 10. Mathonsi paid his ten pounds and was issued 

with a receipt by Sibisi. Afterwards he came to Sibisi alone 

and asked for his ten pounds. Sibisi wrote on his receipt 

that his 10 had been refunded. Afterwards he came in with 

another 10 which really was a subscription by another man, 

Matulwa Ndlovu. Sibisi made a receipt to Mathonsi who had 

brought the money and told him to issue a further receipt to 

Matulwa who had given him the money. He did not give Matulwa 

a receipt. Mathonsi had a small bus which he got from 

I. Alex~nder but it had no route. One day he took a chance 

and made a pirate trip to Jo'burg with passengers. The bus 

miraculously made the trip almost successfully to and from 

Jo'burg and was only stopped by police at Pinetown on its way 

back less than twenty miles from Durban. It was charged for 

pirating without even a third.party insurance disc. Mathonsi 

then came to Sibisi and asked for 30 to meet the fine. He 

was then selling the bus and 30 he got from Sibisi was first 

deposit for a deal to be arranged at a later date. Some 

people from Hlabisa, Zululand who wanted a bus had approached 

Sibisi. So that 30 had belonged to those people. Mathonsi 

never turn up again. The next thing Sibisi heard was that 

Mathonsi had sold the bus to other people and never said a 

word about Sibisi's 30 to this day. Sibisi was just keeping 

the receipt issued by Mathonsi for the bus. 

When the second batch of subscribers came forward in 1958, 

Mathonsi also ran up and down as organiser always promising to 

bring more money which he never did. When buses were bought 

he posed as partner with Mr Ambrose Afrika. Later Mr Afrika 

·whittled him off. He then went round Mr Shembe of Inanda and 

posed as partner with him. Later Mr Shembe withdrew his bus 
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and whittled him off. Mathonsi then went round another old 

man, Mdingi Ngcobo, and appeared with him as if they were 

partners. When Ngcobo bought his bus he whittled him off too. 

It is still clear to the reader that Mathonsi had had no 

contribution to the whole business up to this stage. 

The lawyer wanted four names to be forwarded to Pretoria as 

promoters of the company. Naturally only subscribers could be 

considered. Sibisi wanted Mathonsi to be included as founder 

of the old organisation of which the company was an offspring 

by name. But the other members who knew Mathonsi much longer 

than Sibisi objected strongly quoting previous instances of 

swindling by the old man Mathansi. 

So when the registration went through, Mathonsi's name did not 

appear on the impressive document. This drove him mad with 

jealousy. He then haunted the office and demanded some kind 

of pay from the proceeds of the business which belonged to 

individual owners as explained above. Obviously his 

was ignored by the bus owners. This made him furious 

demand 

saying 

that his company had been cleverly usurped from him when he 

had campaigned so hard and long. He then went about being 

goaded by jealousy at the same time being very apprehensive 

about his loss of prestige as it was fast becoming clear that 

he was nothing in the bus business about which he had made so 

much publicity that he was still leader and active partner. 

He then went round his old followers who had given him monies 

which he had never paid in, but whom he had told the buses had 

been bought with those monies. The people became furious and 

stormed the office and demanded an explanation from Sibisi 
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whom Mathonsi pointed as the brains behind the usurpation. 

Not being satisfied with the explanation they sought legal 

advice from Mr R.I. Arenstein. The bus company referred the 

matter to their lawyer, Mr J.C. van Aardt. The two lawyers 

called the parties to a round table conference, where it 

transpired that there was no ground for argument. The company 

had not floated any shares and the buses had been bought by 

individuals with the intention to amalgamate later. 

advised to go and wait until shares had been issued. 

They were 

They all appeared to be satisfied except one man, Mathonsi. 

During a hearing before the Local Road Transportation Board, a 

young brilliant African lawyer, Mr R. Ngcobo, gave evidence in 

objection to applications by Zulu Hlanganani Bantu Bus Co. 

<Pty> Ltd that the so-called company was a fraud as there was 

evidence that the rights of Mathonsi had been usurped. The 

Board rejected the evidence as being irrelevant, as the board 

was not a court of law. From there Mathonsi briefed the 

C.I.D. who stormed Sibisi's office and demanded certain 

information and books appertaining to Zulu Hlanganani Bantu 

Bus Co. <Pty> Ltd. Sibisi gave the C.I.D. the information 

about Mathonsi and further told them that the story was not 

legal evidence as the company was undergoing a preliminary 

stage where Mathonsi was out of the picture, but for their 
• ~ .j... 1.n , orma ,_1.on he told them a useless story about Mathonsi. They 

took away the books and kept them for several days and 

returned them when they could establish no case. 

Mr Mathonsi was exasperated by the failure of the C.I.D. and 

sought further legal advice. On the strength of that legal 

advice . .,_ 
1. ,_ is said the C.I.D . were threatened for failing to 

bring a criminal to book. So a warrant of arrest was issued 
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for the immediate arrest of Sibisi. This was during the 

Easter week, 1959. Mr Sibisi was to be locked throughout the 

Easter week. 

So one early morning a vicious knock was heard before dawn. 

Sibisi became suspicious and slipped out through the back door 

while his wife opened the front door. Three men moved in and 

demanded Sibisi; Mrs Sibisi told them he had not returned 

from office the previous day as he had an appointment with a 

Mdunge of Clermont. One of the men asked to be directed to 

the lavatory and was back, obviously he had released no nature 

at all. After telling Mrs Sibisi that they were police, they 

handed her a note for Sibisi - signed by Det. Vane. They left 

immediately and dashed to Clermont. 

At Clermont, Mdunge, equally suspicious, told them coolly that 

he was to have met Mr Sibisi somewhere, from there they would 

proceed to P.M.Burg, but he had not kept the appointment 

himself. Mr Sibisi knocked at my door at 6.00 a.m. and broke 

the horrible news to me. I ran to his house and brought his 

clothes and leather bag. He dashed to town and saw his 

lawyers, Messrs J.C. van Aardt and A.H. Mulla. Mr Mulla had 

registered the company and knew all about the payment of 

registration money and could furnish relevant receipts and 

helpful information. Mr van Aardt had been engaged by the 

company as their legal adviser and had handled the first 

instance of the dispute between Mathonsi and the company. 

that day Mr van Aardt was not at home, he had gone to 

Town and would not be back probably for a week or two. 

But 

Cape 

So 

Mr Sibisi took shelter in a hideout waiting for the return of 

Mr van Aardt. The C.I.D. cars could be seen whizzing through 

the narrow streets of KwaMashu in desperate search of 
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Mr Sibisi throughout the Easter week. Sibisi had recently 

moved into his new business at KwaMashu and it seemed clear 

that everything had been timed to disrupt his business at 

embryo stage. So from his hideout he was able to relay 

instructions to his wife concerning the business. 

Occasionally Mr Sibisi stole into town to pay accounts, etc 

and met some friendly police who tipped him off and told him 

every plain clothes or uniformed police had been alerted and 

that the search was keen and desperate. 

When the Easter week ended and normal business resumed, 

Mr Sibisi went to town. At a bank he found Mathonsi sitting 

on a bench reading a newspaper and a member of their company, 

Mr Mdingi Ngcobo, was also in the bank. Both did not seem to 

have come for any business at the bank. Sibisi slipped out 

again before they could raise their eyes to see him. 

He then dashed to Mr van Aardt's office. To his greatest 

surprise, he met Mathonsi at the entrance of the building. 

Mr Mathonsi said, "Yes, you crook, I have found you. You have 

troubled me enough, I am not leaving you. Came with me ta the 

police so that our differences are settled." Mr Sibisi asked 

if he had also joined the police force. No, he was not 

leaving him. He would hand him over to the police. Mr Sibisi 

then asked Mathonsi to accompany him to his lawyer first, from 

there they would proceed to the police. Mr Mathonsi declined 

and they parted there. Sibisi went into h~s lawyer's office. 

It was just lunch time and they were all just leaving for 

lunch. So they left him in the office. In less than an hour 

he decided to leave the office. Just when he climbed down the 

bottom of the stairs he saw two policemen (a European and 
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African) climbing up the steps on the Europeans side. From 

there he dashed to Mr Mulla's office. At 2.00 p.m. Mr Mulla 

drove him to the Smith Street C.I.D. They found Sergeant 

Pillay who was in charge of the case. Mr Mulla told Pillay 

that he could not see why they wanted to arrest Sibisi - he 

had all the facts relevant to the case. Mr Pillay said he had 

instructions from higher officers to arrest him and that the 

entire police force had the same instructions - so he could 

not help Mr Mulla. He then told them to report to the police 

the following day at 8.00 a.m. The following morning 

Mr Sibisi went into town and found Mr Mulla out and would not 

be back that day. He then tarried at Mr Edgar Moolen·s office 

until 2.00 p.m. Then he went to the C.I.D. accompanied by 

Mr Ambrose Afrika, a co-director and public officer of the 

company. When they arrived Mr Pillay protested why he had not 

kept to time of the appointment. Sibisi explained. He then 

rang some higher officer who, according to Pillay, said Sibisi 

should be detained. There was another police man in the 

charge office, Mkhize. Constable Mkhize asked Sibisi why he 

was such a crook, swindling peoples· monies pretending to help 

them when he was not. He then said, "I won't let you go even 

if Pillay should decide otherwise." 

Late in the afternoon, Sibisi was led into another apartment 

where his fingerprints were taken. At that stage Mr Afrika 

slipped out without even a goodbye to Sibisi and he had not 

even indicated what steps he would take to help Sibisi, as if 

he had just come to make sure he saw him go in. this 

conjecture will be supplemented by Mr Afrika's subsequent 

actions and the reactions of the other co-directors of the 

company. Sergeant Pillay gestured to Sibisi by allowing him 

to phone his lawyers and friends. this is not done 
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ordinarily. Such facilities are taboo to prisoners in all 

police stations except under very exceptional circumstances 

such as prompted Mr Pillay to be so helpful. 

Sibisi's First Exoerienre of Jail Life 

After his fingerprints had been taken, he was led into another 

office where he found a clerk whose parents had.known Sibisi's 

for a long time at Paulpietersburg where the clerk's father 

had served as Induna or some kind of senior officer in the 

Department of Justice. This clerk knew Sibisi one-sidedly. 

He was so surprised to see him there as he had known Sibisi to 

be an upright man. He made a silly offer to steal Sibisi out 

of prison and bring him back early the following morning, as 

if it was ever possible. Sibisi had about 20 in his pocket. 

A policeman searched and told him to be careful about his 

belongings, especially money. He told Sibisi to check whether 

his money was still correct. Sibisi checked it and counted 

nineteen pounds instead of twenty. He then knew the very 

policeman had stolen a pound. He then said it was quite 

correct as he did not wish to embarrass the policeman and 

disrupt jail craft. The clerk then recorded nineteen pounds. 

He was then led into his cell, quite late in th~ evening. He 

never saw the clerk again. The cell was full to capacity. 

Some of the inmates were apparent jailbirds with scars of 

their profession <crime) clearly marked on their faces. Most 

of these were sitting down with an attitude of - dare touch 

me. Otherwise all other so-called prisoners were standing 

through lack of sitting space. 

Prisoners kept on 

congestion. They 

coming in wave after wave in spite of 

included people of all ages in all walks 

life and all races other than those of European descent. 

the 

of 
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The lights were on all the time and the heat was worse than in 

a brick kiln. The perspiration trickled down the faces in 

obvious little streams as if they were standing in drenching 

rain. 

The only ventilators could be seen high up on what looked like 

a 30 ft high wall as they stood down only 5 ft from the floor. 

So that the door which was opened at long intervals to allow 

more prisoners was the only inlet for fresh air which entered 

in blasts as if pumped from a pressure engine. Everybody 

gasped, for it lasted only a few seconds and the door slammed 

closed again. In that terrible atmosphere, Sibisi imagined he 

would have felt like Jesus Christ if he had allowed himself to 

be locked in a Friday before (which was the Good Friday). 

With this thought he felt a little happy that at last he was 

drinking out the cup that had loomed over his soul for days 

while the C.I.D. tracked him down and he had not been bold 

enough to accept it. Not that prisoners go into jail as a 

matter of choice but because Sibisi had done absolutely 

nothing and his case is one that demonstrates the vanity and 

utter injustice in the implementation of South African law. 

There was ample chance for the C.I.D. to investigate and find 

the facts about the allegations levelled by Mathonsi against 

him. But this was not done. Mathonsi's word was taken as 

sufficient crown evidence to warrant an arrest. Yet it was 

known to the police and court officials concerned that Sibisi 

was a responsible bus~nessman and a prominent figure in 

African leadership. He was an exempted Native, a company 

director, a proprietor and director of a firm "KwaMashu Green 

Grocers". He 1,-,Jas the first Secretary of "Ibandla le Nkosi" in 

Dur-ban. A supreme •=hief of the "I sicoco", a body formed by 
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all "indunas" of firms which hire Native labour within the 

borough of Durban. He had letters to his c~edit made to him 

at various times in his life by (i} The principal of Adams 

College where he qualified as Agricultural Demonstrator; 

(ii) The Native Affairs Department which he served faithfully 

for over ten years; (iii) The Department of Justice (police) 

which supported him to qualify for an exemption; (iv) The 

Clermont Township Co (Pty) Ltd which they gave him in 

appreciation of some service to them, and from other ministers 

or religion, etc etc. But all these were overlooked in the 

strength of oral accusation by a man of Mathonsi's character. 

Let us not forget we are still in jail with Sibisi. A quaint 

youth which Sibisi hadn't the slightest recognition protested 

strongly to see him there. He said he knew very well that he 

was innocent and said it was a most tragic thing that Sibisi 

had been mixed with them in a prison cell. All prisoners 

changed their attitudes towards Sibisi and accorded him the 

respect which the youth had suggested. He was given a place 

to sit down. A self-appointed body guard saw to it that he 

got the first slice and the queer drink that went with it. 

The eating in that cell was a more dangerous scene than when 

lions are feeding in a circus cage. So this was the ordeal 

throughout the night. 

In the morning they were handcuffed and filed in twos into the 

court house grille. His wife had arrived in course and saw 

him handcuffed. She was stopped by police giving him more 

money she had brought with her, not knowing that as a prisoner 

he was no more her honest husband she had known for years of 

their married life, but he was now an untouchable, a piece of 

filth and public enemy number something. 
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After a court formality he was allowed bail of 30 which he 

paid. He left the court house with his wife, his mother and 

other friends. He then went to the office of their company·ai 

Valbro Chambers where he found his ca~directors sitting quite 

at ease as if unaware of his plight. Mr A. Africa, a co-

director and Public Officer of the Company; the man who had 

seen him being locked up the previous night hadn't arrived at 

the office nor had he notified anybody about the terrible 

incident. At that time I was in Moollen·s office and we were 

trying to pool what we had. We then phoned to the office, to 

our surprise Mr Sibisi answered the phone. When we arrived 

there we met with officials of the so-called African Bus 

Association who were at the time thick with Zulu Hlanganani 

directors except Mr Sibisi. They were using Zulu Hlanganani's 

office without the consent of the Directors as a body. but 

apparently they had the confidence of the Public Officer and 

the connivance of other co-directors except Mr Sibisi who was 

gradually being pushed into the background as far as the 

affairs of the company were concerned. It was common practice 

that when the company had a threatening problem, Sibisi was 

indispensable, but when the company wanted to play big in the 

use of its funds, offices and influence, he was not consulted 

except when an obvious mistake had been committed, then he was 

called to suggest an antidote to heal the wound. This is 

because Zulu Hlanganani directors like all other Africans 

don't know who Sibisi is to them. In many instances they want 

to oppose him when they can offer nothing. They lack 

education, training and experience in company management and 

other serious business affairs. It had appeared quite clearly 

that some and perhaps all of his co-directors had taken sides 

in this affair and clearly they had favoured Mathonsi's move 



354 

and it would not be surprising if they had given him some 

information thinking it would incriminate Sibisi not knowing 

that Sibisi was a man who believed in documentary evidence. 

This is why Europeans respects him but Africans think he is 

just another African. 

Zulu Hlanganani may soon fall in the same pit as Clermont. 

They [?J Sibisi with them but because they don't know him, 

they fail to [?J him. He can do all they want, but they just 

won't co-operate. 

They have that dangerous thing (Little Education>. It makes 

them proud and jealous of each other. Each one wants to be a 

leader and they all want Sibisi to pour his wonderful store of 

knowledge and experience into their heads and then guide them 

in their leadership behind scenes. They must appear wonderful 

to the rest of the other people, so they are doing all in 

their power to smother and obscure Sibisi's position and 

influence in their company. Sibisi has given them all k~ 

positions, still that has not helped them because they don·t 

know what to do next with those positions. They made Sibisi 

Managing Director with little remuneration which the Public 

Officer stopped without consulting anybody, but still have 

never allowed him to manage the business of the company. They 

fear that if they allow him he might take more to himself, 

because he is such a clever man. At the same time they don·t 

want to show •him they hate and fear him because he is 

indispensable in everything. No meeting can be a meeting 

without him. They admit that too - but that fear and hate and 

jealousy are part and parcel of them and makes them terribly 

afraid to give him a clean lead without obstruction. They 

would like Sibisi to say who of them is the supreme chief, who 
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wields the highest power is what they are after and get it 

they must by any means. The ~hairman thinks he is the man 

with this power. The Public Officer say, no, he is the man. 

The rank Manager says he wi 11 disrupt al 1 their ·business if 

they don't accord him such power, and all three rivals are one 

in opposing and obscuring Sibisi's position and influence 

that is why when he got into trouble they did nothing to help 

him for they thought he would be a few months in jail and that 

would give them little space to breathe. But what is Sibisi 

doing which endangers their positions? You ask. No. Nothing! 

He stands for the truth among them. He wants them to follow 

the truth. That's all. Is that all? You ask in wonder. 

Yes, that's all, I emphasize. 

They are people who have lived for 

bribes, trickery, theft and many 

years in Cato Manor 

other crafty means. 

on 

All 

these things want to be done in darkness and truth is their 

bitterest enemy. So the man who has it automatically becomes 

their bitterest enemy. 

They have tested Sibisi enough and can make no mistake about 

him with his love of truth, and as he cannot be bribed it is 

hard to make him part with truth. So he is enemy number one of 

them all - in fact truth is their enemy and Sibisi wears it as 

his coat. So wherever he is, there is wonderful light. He is 

like a mirror where everybody can read his thoughts, feelings, 

wishes and intentions. Do you think crafty people can like 

such a man? Please be sincere. Do you think they can? I 

repeat. So you see. Sibisi can help anybody from an 

individual to an organisation of any size, even the Government 

can gain a lot from this man - because he has the truth - and 
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truth they lack - even so-called religious institutions don't 

practice truth as he does though they make so much noise about 

it. 

The Trial Beqins . 
When Sibisi got the bail of 30 the case was set for a date in 

April. That short gap gave Sibisi a chance to prepare his 

defence which was to be based on nothing but truth and had to 

be documentary in order to impress that honourable 

institution, a court of law. 

He got Mr J.S. Mdunge to do the books of the company and 

prepare a balance sheet which would reflect all the business 

of the company during the preliminary stage, for which he was 

solely responsible. All receipts were collected and all 

relevant information pinned together. The balance sheet was 

prepared. It was then referred to Mr C. Chambers, a chartered 

accountant, who audited the books and passed the balance sheet 

as correct. When this had been done Sibisi knew he had won 

the case. The signatures of a professional bookkeeper and an 

auditor were all Sibisi wanted to win his case against 

Mathonsi. 

Mathonsi was an ignorant man who knew nothing about books. He 

had taken peopie's monies at Cato Manor for years on end which 

he had never accounted for. But his tongue had been sharpened 

with lies so he easily outwitted his followers and escaped 

prosecution. In fact that is what all impostor leaders are 

doing and it is common knowledge among police and the courts 

that Afr-ica.ns 

transactions 

busines·:5es. 

can surely 

because they 

c\lways be 

don't keep 

caught on 

books in 

money 

their 
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This is the knowledge they had when they believed Mathonsi's 

story, arrested and imprisoned Mr Sibisi, an innocent man. 

They were dead sure that if he had issued the receipts which 

Mathonsi produced he would surely not be able to account for 

them as most Africans can't. 

Lawyers have the same knowledge too about Africans, in fact 

all Europeans. Why? You ask. Well, all education which 

Africans have was given to them by Europeans. All educators 

who planned education for Africans saw to it that knowledge 

and art of keeping books was not included in curricula for 

African schools. In fact Africans were being educated to 

waste their resources and possessions by spending them without 

planning. As it was not the policy of former Governments to 

grant trading licences to Africans such a subject was never 

considered in their interests. Indian and European traders 

were always preferred as against African applicants up to a 

few decades ago. When a few educational institutions finally 

introduced commercial subjects and courses, the students who 

took advantage and passed them were to be frustrated by the 

world which offered no jobs and no opportunities to practice 

their commercial skill as their own people had no business 

undertakings whatsoever. It is no small wonder therefore that 

when the Nationalist Government ascended to power in 1948, and 

granted at random trading licences to Africans in their own 

areas, pitiful things happened. African businessmen tumbled 

down one by one and serious business debts and troubles were 

incurred. So far the business world has not at all been 

impressed by the African businessman because he is not 

equipped with the necessary knowledge, he is applying a trial 

and error method which organised commerce can't countenance. 
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It was against this background that Sibisi was pounced upon by 

the police without any scrutiny of the relevant facts. 

Mr Sibisi showed the balance sheet to his lawyers. The lawy~r 

was not impressed and regarded it as a fraud even though it 

had been certified by an auditor. The lawyer took it and went 

to another lawyer who had worked with Sibisi before. That 

lawyer supported the balance sheet by further relevant 

information. 

So the lawyer took up the case and prepared the defence of 

Sibisi. When the case came up ta court, the lawyer showed the 

balance sheet to the prosecutor and advised him to withdraw 

the case. The prosecutor was clearly disturbed by the 

unexpected document and consequently the case was adjourned ta 

a date in May. The prosecutor threatened Sibisi saying he 

thought he was clever, bringing up a fake balance sheet. 

Sibisi did not flinch nor vacillate he was cool and 

resolute. 

In May when the case came up for the third time, the lawyer 

was still armed with the imposing document - the balance 

sheet. He declared that he would not wear his professional 

gown in this case and demanded that the man who accused Sibisi 

should get into the box. The prosecutor appeared a bit 

confused. He called for the accuser - no one in the court had 

the nerve ta own up. A desperate search was conducted, men 

were seen running chest out along court verandahs in search 

for Sibisi's accuser. 

He was not found, even the police who had arrested Sibisi were 

not there. The lawyer stood with his gown in a laundry bag, 

for he would not wear it until Sibisi's accuser had come up to 
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face him. So the case was adjourned to the afternoon session, 

to allow the crown to satisfy itself about the availability of 

the apparently elusive accuser. 

In the afternoon, a cluster of men including Mathonsi, were 

seated on the front bench, from whom perhaps the wanted 

accuser would emerge. The prosecutor then asked these men if 

they had paid any monies to Sibisi - yes they had. Their 

receipts were compared with the balance sheet - these tallied. 

He then further asked Mathonsi what else he complained about 

as the money had been accounted for in the balance sheet. 

Mathonsi produced further receipts - they too were accounted 

for. He was 

prosecutor got 

stunned, as everybody 

angry and shouted at 

else in court. The 

him to bring further 

complaint against Sibisi - Mathonsi had none. 

At this stage it became clear that many people might become 

involved in the case. The zeal and significance that the 

police and the court had attached to the case had vanished 

into thin air. The principal crown witness had been silenced 

by a document which had earlier been regarded by the learned 

as a fraud and a fake. The whole situation reflected very 

much on the criminal investigation and procedure, for the 

questioning and screening of Mathonsi's evidence at court by 

the exasperated prosecutor should have been done by the police 

before the warrant of arrest for Sibisi was ever issued. So 

as I say, the incompetence of most if not all Africans in 

handling and dispensing public funds in business and other 

undertakings resulting invariably in court cases and 

convictions had made the police and courts to be careless with 

investigations. 
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But in this case the department of justice was not just 

handling a case of another African thief and swindler of 

public monies, as always, but it had to prove beyond 

reasonable doubt the dishonesty of Mr Henry Caleb Sibisi, the 

African who should be regarded against the merits of his own 

and peculiar character and not to be judged by the yardstick 

of his colour and race, if the ~ace and dignity of the court 

must be saved. 

So the case was further adjourned to a date in June. When the 

case came up on that date in June for the fourth time, it was 

clear that most people had lost interest in the case. I wish 

to make it clear to the reader that all the public was 

interested in was to see Sibisi being charged criminally and 

convicted. When it became clear that the crown had been 

haphazard and consequently could establish no case 

Sibisi - the interest died out in public minds. 

against 

By the 

public I mean the pro-Mathonsi's of all classes and walks 

and races. 

The hearing hardly lasted five minutes. There was just no 

case. So the prosecutor announced that the case had been 

withdrawn against Sibisi. But Sibisi was asked with his 

bookkeeper to go and make a statement and say how the elusive 

case should be settled as if there had been a case at all. 

However that manoeuvre did not succeed to hoodwink Sibisi. 

The crowd that was pro-Mathonsi was clearly puzzled by the 

brevity of the hearing. Mathonsi was heard telling some that 

he would appeal the case. He won't do that. He has not got 

the money. He was saying that only to stop them storming him 

because he had collected a lot of money from them which he 

promised would be claimed from Sibisi or the company. 
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was only complaining about a sum between 30 and 40. 

balance sheet reflected that Sibisi had handled 
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Mathonsi 

But the 

over 100 

during 

included 

services 

the preliminary stage of the company. This figure 

24 which should have been paid to Sibisi for his 

which Mathonsi and Company have not paid to date. 

Many people including his lawyer advised Sibisi to claim 

damages against Mathonsi. But he has not been keen to do 

that. It is not the first case of its kind which he had won 

and had never instituted a claim against anybody and that for 

many good reasons. Sibisi is a leader who is not after self 

gain but who wants to help God's people of he can. If they 

turn against him he doesn't blame them. He turns to God and 

prays that if the inspiration for leadership is from Him, it 

is God's will if they turn against him - and only God can 

punish them if they must be punished at all. But in the case 

of Mathonsi, there was another reason. Mathonsi is just a 

hobo. He couldn't have had the money to pursue the case up to 

that stage. There were other people behind the scenes who 

were piloting the case, and who were really Sibisi's enemies. 

Mathonsi as a poor and crafty old man perhaps only accepted a 

bribe from them and perhaps hoped that he might have added 

more we±ght to his name if he could land Sibisi in jail even 

if for one night. The question may now be asked. How do both 

Sibisi and Mathonsi feel about it now? 

It was "V" for Sibisi, I don't know 

spending the night in jail. 

Here is the 

for Mathonsi. 

answer. 

I mean 
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The following is a copy of a handwritten document in the 
possession of Mr M Blose. 

CLERMONT RESIDENTS' COMMITTEE 

Members of the Council, 1947 

CHAIRMAN; 
VICE CHAIRMAN; 
(indistinct) SECRETARY: 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 
(indistinct) TREASURER: 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: 

Members 

Mr Johannes Majozi 
Mr Josiah Siwelo 
Mr Robert D Mkwanazi 
Mr Charles Mbutho 
Mr Joseph Mavundla 
Mr Joel J Ntolozi 

Mr Henry C Sibisi; Amos Kunene; Solomon Shangase; 
A Mthetwe; Henry Mlambo; William Simelane; Isaac Msobe; 
Anthony J Twala; Frank Msomi; M Bekwa Mthembu (and) 
Nathan S Mbutho 

Chief Officials and Departments 

1. ,., 
..:.. . ..,, 
. ..:,, . 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
1 ..., 
.l.k• 

13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 

Town Clerk 
Town Treasurer 
General Engineer 

Estate Valuator 
Legal Advisor 
Chief Constable 
Transport 
Licensing (sic) Officer 
Sanitary Inspector 
Fire Brigade Officer 
Market Master 
Agriculture Officer 
Abbatoir Director 
Museum & Art Gallery 
Musical Directpr 
General Stores Keeper 
Book Keeper 
Librarian 

Mr Alfred Lushaba 
Mr Alfred Khuzwayo 
Mr Simon Pinakathi 

(surname indistinct) 
Mr Jack Kortijass 
Mr Bernard J Malinga 
Mr George Sithole 
Mr Hezekiah M Lembethe 
Mr George W L Madlophe 
Mr William Xaba 
Mr Walter B Mngade 
Mr Joseph Kuzwayo 
Mr B i<oh 
Mr Simon Khuzwayo 
Mr A~thur Buthelezi 
Mr Howard W Mdlozini 
Mr Johannes Mazibuko 
Mr Joshua Joli 
Mr John Zwane 
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