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NATIVE UJTELIP LO YM ENT

"The General Missionary Conference of South Africa 
whose membership is derived from all parts of South Africa, 
both rural and urban, draws the attention of Government,
Provincial Councils, m unicipalities , and the public generally 
to the fact that the Native people are gravely affected  by 
the prevailing  conditions of unemployment and economic distress, 
and the conference is satisfied  that there is urgent need for 
active measures to relieve the sufferings of the Native population, 
The evidence placed before the committee of the Conference shows:

" ( l )  In the reserves of the Transkei, the Ciskei,
N a ta l , Zululand, British  Bechuanaland and the Northern Transvaal 
there is distress partly due to the shortage of food, caused 
by drought, partly to lack of cash through low prices and loss 
of employment in towns by the male adults, and partly to the 
return to the reserves of many unemployed ITatives.

" ( 2 )  The shortage of food is manifesting itself  more 
directly as the resources of the Native people for mutual help 
are being exhausted,

" ( 3 )  That even the disposal of stock - the last 
resource of any self-respecting Native - offers  l itt le  relief  
as the animals are in poor condition and the prices almost 
neglig ible .

„  " ( M  9n .European farms in the O .F .S .  and the Cape, 
many Native families have been abandoned, as European families 
have moved into towns for r e lie f  for themselves.

" ( 5 )  In many areas wages in any form have ceased to 
exist and the resources of Native families are being exhausted.

" ( 6 )  The closing down of the Premier and De Beers 
mines added considerably to the Native distress.

" ( 7 )  On the diamond diggings many Natives are starving 
ecause they receive no wages and others are unable to maintain 

their fam ilies  because of the low and intermittent wages.

. 11( 8 ) _ I n  consequence of these factors Natives have been
trying to obtain relief  by entering the towns.

.. " ( 9 )  In most towns there is serious distress among 
o f  *v partly due to unemployment, the great drop in wages,
and the extent to_which Natives try to respond to the traditional 

s of hospitality  and mutual help for those in need - a 
response that has hitherto served to hide the extent of the 
distress.

" ( J O ) M uniciplaities  and bodies like  Joint Councils 
e i m d in g  the growing distress quite beyond their resources.

„  11 rural and urban areas the resources of the

rn»7’1T es+ ° r s®-^“ kelp ail(3. mutual a id  have been depleted, and 
ly . to send^ Natives to rural areas from the towns w ill  cause 

f ^ 5 . erinf  and increase the distress. The Conference has had 
mpxessedupon it by the Native members that the self-respect 

hp I ?  pe° ? le requires that help to earn relief  should
-u fL 1 ?r "kkan charity , and that this view is emphasised 
oy the suffering  everywhere.
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"In  the light of all the facts, the Conference 
feels bound to appeal to the Government and. the people of 
the Union on behalf of the "ative people and urges:

" ( 1 )  That the Government should authorise the 
Native Commissioners to call together those in their district 
having personal knowledge of the existing conditions among the 
Hative people in the rural areas with a view to (a) ascertaining 
the full facts, and (b) considering relief schemes.

11 (2) That the Government and municipalities should 
consider the inauguration of relief works in the town locations.

" (3 )  That as in the case of European and Coloured 
unemployed, the Government should set aside from the general 
revenue a sum to be used as grants in aid of relief schemes, 
especially in view of four-fifths of the proceeds of Native 
taxation being paid into the general revenue fund of the Union. 
In making these suggestions the Conference offers to secure the 
co-operation of members in the various areas, and pleads with 
all concerned to give sympathetic and humane consideration to 
the needs of the whole population at this critical time."



Collection Number: AD843  

XUMA, A.B., Papers  

PUBLISHER: 

Publisher:- Historical Papers Research Archive 

Location:- Johannesburg 

©2013  

LEGAL NOTICES:  

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South 

African copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or 

otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright 

owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 

contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print 

copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, 

University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records 

sometimes contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. 

While these digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information 

contained herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical 

Papers, University of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. 

Consequently, the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes 

any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or 

any related information on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of the archive of the South African Institute of Race Relations, held 

at the Historical Papers Research Archive at the University of the Witwatersrand, 

Johannesburg, South Africa. 

 


