
* (KUXIMTICH1L k FINiKCIAL HWCRTi ^  ^  ^

Dm  Secretary presented this report*
»

Mr.Torok asked for ec explanation of "selective o u t u i * and aaked whet

comparative response we had had flxm differed* Income groups#

\
The Chairman stated that in his area they had a list of 52 people when they

t

canvas sad, but only about It joined S.A.C.O.D. Constant oontaet should be , 

maintained with the other 20 jteople. During the Western Ire as campaign,

■any new contacts were made and these are the sort of people that we should 

concentrate on, rather than attempting house to house canvassing. Oenerally 

we find that young people are more ready to Join us*

/X I M.Levy stated that Bellevue is the best functioning fcranch in Johannesburg. 

Most of the members had been recruited through discussion clubs. He said 

that both in the Chairman's and the Secretary's reports mention had been 

made of the fact that memberdiip has not exhausted itself. He felt that 

with the worsening of economic conditions and with Kuropeans being driven 

away from the United and Liberal Parties, COD offered the only home to those 

who believed in rights for all sections. Ws should drive to became a mass 

organisation*

The Chairman stated since the Defiance Campaign the non whites have
s

made clear their demand for equal right*. This had resulted in the formation 

of the Liberal Party and in the Labour Party becoming more liberal in their 

attitude, but nidther of these parties were prepared to go all the way.

R.Press said that we aust not assume that because people are not with us, 

that they ere against us. We must at least neutralise those people who are 
%

afraid to join us.

The Secretary stated our influence is considerable. In reply to Mr.Turok's 

question ahe said that our greatest support came from middle-class people and 

■axmaal that worsening economic conditions would not necessarily drive people 

to join us*

The Chairman said that we must make every effort to influence the white workers
id

B.Wolfe stated that generally speaking people are intimated and afraid to Join 

B.Turok stated that their experience has been that people living in luxury 

flats were not interested in us. They would like more details of branch 

activities* They would alao like permission to retain portion of money from 

literature aales*

The Chairman stated that all regions ^te given pamphlets at h*if price*

"I ■< MIL.''tA-m_ ---- — k



The Secretary stated that Youth, Bellevue and Hillbrow branches do regular 

area work. The other branches net once every two or three weeks, held 

discussions and organised fund raising functions*

R.Press stated that the Youth Branch have recruited mesibars at University and 

much of their activity centred around the University. Hillbrow and 

Bellevue distributed leaflete and sold literature in their area. Hillbrow 

members were, many of them, active in other organisetkons. Greenpark have 

held some very successful functions, particularly jumble sales*

\ N.Levy stated that the Bellevue Branch has shown initiative in issutog their 

own leaflets - e.g. Locations in the Sky, 6ongress of the People and 

Anti-Klipin Campaign.

The Secretary's Report was then adopted*

N(*IWTICNS FOR NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE*

The Chai man, Vice-Chairman and Secretary were elected and the following 

members to the NEC. I

tJ.Levy, H.Jospeh, J.Anderson, E.Bersel, R.Press, V.Weinberg, W.Hepner

A
M.Kaga::, J.Baker, M.Susssr.

RESOLUTIONS*

The Resolutions with amendments were adopted as attached.

DISCUSSION t
- *

V E.Barsel appeal "to members of COD to assist with work of S.A.Peace Council.

The NEC should issue statements end branches should make full use of Peace 

Council speakers.

CREIENTIALS COMMITTEE REPORT*

SACOD* Cape 5 Johannesburg 16.

Cape Branches* Seapoimt and Claremont.

Johannesburg Branchest Youth, Bellevue, Hillbrtar, Northern k Oresmpi
t >

FRATERNAL DELK1ATIS* ARC - 18; SACPO - 2j SAIC - 2 ,

THE PRESS* The London Observer and New Age*

PCfULATIOIf REQI STRATI ON *

The Chairman stated that in Johannesburg we had run a petition and distribute 

ltdlati, but Capetown had not done so. Legal Opinion in this eaameotioa 

was read* «
e

B.Torek stated that their legal adriee was to the effect that it wee m  

offence not to register and in order to register it is essential to have 

photographs taken* They felt it would be wrong to tell people not to have



their photographs Ulna and afterwards they would hare to register*

• I .  Rmjmm stated that tho Oormam t nay hare overlooked tha net tar of a 

paaalty far sot having photos and we should taka advantage of it* With 

propar p n  propaganda va could hara aade thia law tnworkable. In **«g  this

work aaoogat luropeana «a anat link it with othar problona*

l.Bareel aaid that they found tremendous oppoetd.cn to tho let, 

lbs Qiainttn statad that tha Gcnrem*ant depends on tha co-operation of tha 

poopla to inplaaent thla act and wa mat not girt that co-operation willingly. 

X Am LUTIOl FOTUTION OF S .I.W M H i

Thia bo<  ̂ has boon eatabliahed on a federal baaia and requeet vaa raad aakiag
*

ocr organiaation to affiliate* N .Lery sored and 3 .Shall aeconded that wa 

affiliate. AGREED. 

m U iCU L  SIATlHEHTt

Tha financial atatement was raad and adopted*

It waa pointed out that tha Johannesburg Region had carried the whole burden 

and it waa hoped that other regions would aaaiat in the coning period*



ijts  K a * t  n  the ? » st  awsual cokf» ence /

OF TIE S.A. OON5RES3 OP DEMOCRATS TO BE HELD T 

JOHANNESBURG ON THE 24TH JUNE, 1955.

Tho S.it. Congees of Dcr.ccn ta e^.c lntc bolry; in 8eptenbor, 19?}. to 

C ,r ' , 8 *~ pol’ticrl nc<ds. politic: 1 ntieds which ra-ooo out of the 

fret th, t tho Nen-Zuropoi: n ;.oo- los cf South Africr hr.d, through the Deftenc* 

Cftnpnlgn, unoquivocr b]y .tc*vd their clcln for equc.l rnd full democratic 

righto, thereby erecting * eiturtkn which .-.r.dt it lnnerrtivo f,r  

donocrrticraiy-r.indod Europeans to r;obilist theiisolves in su^ort of o people* 

aovanent for freedor end equiiity. 

f

It is the viow of your Nr.tion-1 Executive Coanittoe thrt the S. A. 

Congress cf Der.ocrr.ta hr* lrrgtly fulfilled this requirement..

Co-opcrr.tlon with the Libcr^tory Movor.ent.

Tc thle ond cloae HrSaon hrs boen eatr'-Ijghed with tho liber-.tory

sov^ont. It can acfcly bo s ^ d  thrt in the rinds of the people the

S.A. Congress of Dor.ocrr.ts is torfry conplctely identified with tho Congro« 

or Liboratory Movenont.

M  ! •

0*>r the lr.Bt twenty nonths tho S.A .C .O .D . hrs taken it a place an 

oqup.l partner with the A .N .C ., S .A .I .C ., r.nd S .A .C .P .O . in the.neople'e 

struggle tor freedor. Wo kve joined on all levels with those O^Irtsetlon. 

in-teocpai-na to Dobilise the puople of S.A. gainst the tyrrjjnical ?nd

oppretiive neceures of the present Gcvorrrwnt, r.nd in their etrugglo for A 

denocrctio S.A.

Personnel !

taring our short existence w« hrre suffered horc fVoa bcXmiz  ̂ nottcee 

in  teres of, tho tep^-ession of* CodtwniBc Act, in  r a t i o n  to  W r nunber# than

• ny ther «rgrni«ntk>n. Wo hmm in thie wny lo.t the invt»lucble *etvi«es of 

people lik e  Jeok a«it|lien Hodgson, Rusty Burnet etn , Ruth end Jfee 51*fo , Leul* 

Bok«, t a l l y  P itch er, Athol Thorn., Mary *«teto#r, U o  W * * r d o ^ W «  \attiy



oth«r*• AH t>i... p.ople wor. brnn.d booou.. thoy « .r . In th. forefront of

tta f i g *  for fr ..don . Tho bo.t «r.y in which vo ccn aho. our nprroclotlon 

for th . work don. by than i .  to carry on «lth thot .ork, and .o proro to th. 

Gor.rm .nt that you ccnnot dc.troy a pooplo'. novonont for fr..dor by 

dl.erlnlnotory .ction aenlnot Its lordor.. Tho flZht for f r . . d «  d .p .nd. on 

th. d M lr . and .111 of tho pooplo to bo froo and not on Individual..

I

The Resist Apartheid C^polgn.

In June 1954, c. Resist Apartheid Coraltteo was set up to cnnpaigr 

agoinet apartheid legislation on which the S .A .C .O .D . had equcl repress  

with the A .N .C ./S .A .I .C .  and S .A .C .P .O . This ^orroitteo'e activities wore 

neinly directed agrinst the fostorn Arors Removal Scherie.

It was nainly re the result of tho wor* of tho C.O.D. that the

Western Arecs Protest Conr.itteos wero forr.ed which brought a large nunter cf

tho European populrticn cf Johannesburg into the fight against this scheae.

It was rlso as a result of the wor'.< done by tho C.O.D. that Europo^ns

■*e
throughout 3 .A.wore crouscd in protost against the Schono. ,

9

CAMPAIGN FOR THE C .C .P *

The C.O.D. joined with the other Congresses on an equal b-ais in the 

sponsoring of the Congress of tho PooPlo. C .O.D. personnel in all the rr.in 

centres of S .a . h-vc performed a gigantic toeic in relation to our nunbors in 

tho preparation for this conference. Tho Progressive Mover ent in S.A. has
r

for a long tino needed r nnnifesto in which its rins r.nd objects are clerrly 

end unoquivocably stated- The Froodcc Chrrter will rive us such a document. 

It will rest with the Congress Hovorcnt to mobilise the people of a.A. in 

their denand* for the realisation of its ai: a "nd objoctivos.

\

Klootlona for Native Ro^renontativesi
After extensive consultation between our*elve* and the A.N.C. the 

National Council docided to abandon the original Intention of nominating 

candidates for the olaction of Native RoprosentrtiveB for the conetituenci 

of the Tranekel and the Eretorn Crpe. this was done aainly ae c result of

/  the »trong • • • •



the strong opposition anongst the A.N.C In thoso areas against the syster. of 

••parato representation. C .O.D. however, notiinr.ted a candidate In Oapc Western, 

whore Mr* L» Lo»-Wardon was cloctod. The N»S.C. oxjre^es its appreciation 

to hln for the exoollent work done during his short tern of office.

.1

Propaganda »

Realising tho importance of'politicnl propr.gr.nde and the inaortant 

rolo that the C.O.D. crji plr.y under tho circur.stcnces in this fiold, the 

N.E.C. ha* ende-veurod to print rs nr.ny ponphlots as possible during tho last 

twenty aonths. Tho following panphlots wore published during this period: 

*Tho Thrertoned People*, "Whero tho Devil Drivas", "Educating for Ignorance* 

(2 editions). All thoso pmphlets wore vory well recoivod, which provod the 

fertilo field for this typo of rctivity. Lock of funds prevented publicr.tion 

of nore prnphlets.

Tho Propaganda Ccnnittoo r.ro to bo congr^tulctod on tho cocprohensive 

Speaker Notes which woro prep red for discuaoion by regions r.nd brmches on 

the following issues «-

Congress of Dor.rcrr.tc 

Indians in South Africa 

Rr.cc rnd Intclligonco ~

Nation-1 Liberation Struggle in Asia 

History cf the Non-Bur op or n franchise-.

'Voetorn Arors Schaue.

Supprescion cf Comunisa Act 

Segregation in South /.frier.

Attack on Civil Liberties

Industrir.l Conciliation Arondriont Bill.

Counter Attack, tho orgrnising bullotir., duo to various difficultios, 

h*a not appeared regularly. It is however hoped to cverccco thii difficulty 

in future. Regions and bronchos should be urged to supply tho editors 

regularly Iflth branch nows ao that It  cr>n be a truly organising bulletin.

* .• • •
/  k neaor.^ndura . . . .



A BtfBoran&u on the proposed increase* of rent* in rjb-econcnio
K' i5i * *
housing »ahsoos we.* prepcrod end presented to the City Council of Johannesburg.

•«o' ^  r
* I

«Kt> *<i ’■ ' ' *• * • *•
Organisation!
*• i | T*' 7# *

During lti ehort oxiit#nce tho C.O.D. hrs built up and nalntalned 

a toUd nucleus of politically conscious and hard-working nonborehip, nnd 

although tho nonborship figures rre not spectacular, it ie r o ^ d e d  psfm, • *•»
•etiefaotory in tho prosent politiccl siturtion. This is especially truu of

* « »  ̂ .
Johannesburg and C a^Y o w n . It is, however, folt that nors could have been 

done by our Durban end Port Slizaboth bronchos. Wo have also friled to 

establish ocntact with progressive-nindod people in ccntres othor than the 

four nentioned.

THE TASK AHEAD.

Y

Refusal by the nesses of Non-Europoan people and the sncll ninority
, • >
of progressive Europeans to acquiesce hasfoo f^r boon the only etunbling 

block which preventod tho Oovormcnt fron'turning S.A. into a Fascist Polico 

State in tho full sense of the word. Tho C.O .D . h's plcyod an inpcrtant part 

in this struggle. We will have to continue doing so without fear rnd with 

incr*esed detemination and vigour in the knowledge thrt we havo tho people 

on our side.

1 I
The future of S.A. nust inovitably T»bo docided in r struggle botween 

the Nationalist Party with its policy of B^.skap cn the one h"nd, r.nd the 

liboratory novenont with its policy of full and equal donocr~tic rights on 

the othor hand. Tho niddle «jf tho road gro*ip» arc fret disintegrating, nd 

this disintegrating proccss ifcll gf»in nor.entun s the enruiict shorpona.

Tho op^rsssive aparthoid r.or.aures of the Go^ernront can enly hc.ro one rosult, 

and that is to increase the desire of tho p£ple to rid thenselvea of tho yoke, 

and will load to an intensification of the Aru*gle on their part. This in 

turn nust lead to incroasod polico s^ato r:oasuTe*i to »uch a situation tho 

niddle of tho rood groups \fill be forced to t-ko si dee. Tho proportion of 

tJdV'group which cocos ovor to the side of progross will to a largo o:rtont
•• f s

' /  depend . .  • •



.w,;«ad on th* work don* by oura^lroa. It ia to newt auch * aitur.tion that

- 3 -

It ia unrealiatic to oxpect a apectacular Incroaso in our neobarahip 

within the near futuro. Tho Orcr.niaetion nuat, howerer, iroediately cake an 

all-out effort to cobiliao its potential into rctive rnd working branchoa. 

Theae brruxshea should conatantly carry out a crjrvas for prospective itenbors 

on •  aelective baaia. Thy eolectivo nethod of canvas rnd recruiting is 

oreferred to a general and overall canvasp of tho European population, which 

ia boyond our reeourcos, rnd fron which the result will bo negligible in 

proportion to tho work roquirod.

Polltlccl Education.

There r.ro lrrge nunbere of Europeans throughout S .a . who, although 

not ready for rctivo nor.borship of tho C.O .D . rro nevertheless prepared to 

support our organisation on opocific political l6suo3, whilo othora ara 

aufficiently politic-.lly conscious to llston to '•nd debate our point of view.

C.O.D. branches nr.d r.tnbers nu3t astablish '.nd nalntain or.stant cont-xct with 

auch poople. This c^n bo done through 'iiacussion -roup?) ni by drrwinr such 

people into pcliticrl crnp'i/na on 3> ocific iosuofi. Th* large nurcber of 

European* in Johannesburg who were robilisod in .rctust T.'ir.st the 'festvrn 

AroaB Renoval Schero is T°°d exmpl* of wh * c n Lo achieved in this way.

Liaison with othar Orr.nni 3nttoii3 ‘

Wo nuat continuo to Join with tho other Ccmrroasea :?nd S .A .C .P .O . in 

v 11 struggles r.ffoctinr tho ..tIsos of the people* Tho peopio can only bo 

aobiliaod for freedor rnd doncaracy. through .-itruyp-le, and no iasuo rust to 

regarded aa too an: 11 or inai^nifiennt for our Or^rnisatlon to givo and 

aaintain n clonr and unequivoerl lrad.

M  aust gear our f<A*e "ind Orgcuoiaation
/

Organ!aation:

The ttorklqn claesnuet cf noces^^ W ^ a -lB the X£uafiU££&.of tho

paoplo‘a atrurrle• Our orf ̂ r.iaatior. hen In the %• ret paid too little

!or?CTon to thia e. a poet- AM 9ur branches should dot-'il personnel whose

/  tr ak • » % •



•-

r* * ■ • 6 t » ' •

: , t « *  U  A n I I  b. tc « * *  tho Trad* U*on. and „ poclMly th0 Afrl, (m 

•*<>». 1 . tholr work. *  .held Pl.„ J t „  ond gW .  , . . itt!mce t„ th„ 3 A

Congr... of Trade Union, to c r ^ . .  and „du„tc tho n a . . . .  cf unorgcnl.od

worker*
/ /.V

Poaoe:

Th. pro^ro,. of tho “orId dopond, on whothor tho poop!, cm  onforco 

t h l r  w in  for P.a o .. C .O .D . play It , port In a „ „ t i „ g th. S.A. P . . . .

°o u » il  in I t . work to noblll.. th. P.oPlo of S.A. a, a n V f .c t lv a  foroo 

cgainet war*

Finance: ’ ^

Tho obility to rai.o enough non.y to conduct tho affaire of r 

political organisation 1. elc ..ly  ll^o d  with it , .trio of orgonl.aUon and 

th. degree to which it in.piris It . aonbors .ith  deam ination to achieve its 

objective.. Xt i .  b. conlng i^cron.lnply „oro difficult for organisations, , uch 

M our., to rai.o nonay out.ido tho ran*, of it . own nonborahlp.

A high level Of political understanding and activity on branch level

a*d th. linking of all such activltlc. with tho ral.lng of finane. oust.

therefore, bo our nrin source of ral.ing tho „on.y required for carrying on 

our work* ‘ ^ -

Tho fight for frcodco end denocrocy in S.A. derarnd. fo-rlo„ and 

detorninod .truggle in which thora is no for dependency and do.p-ir.

Kaith.r 1. th.ro a*y rer.1 rool r9„ecin f„  R  ^  ^  ^  ^

“  rlding tho crss,t <* t>>a wave, tut let u . ren«,bor that thoir 

u tact  potential conpn.es low  than on.-fifth of tho rooplo of S.A. I ,

ol.o tna. that inherontly there 1. no difference between -ha fascist, of

s t r ljd *  and that of Hitler or Hu ,.aU n l . They. „ c w . , „ .  had tho ,uPPort and

« ,u l e s „ n e e  Of tho people 6f tholr coirtry, s ^ t h in g  which S t r ljd „  .11 , novor

get f r „  th. „ a . . . .  of th . people in S.A. torld opinion tnl political development 

all a w  th. world 1 . against than and 1 ,  on <*,, a!da. j ho ^  of

tW o n la l ln  ^  l t .  accompanying opf„ „ lcn o f p eo jq ., ^ "waning f r ~ ,  .

development which e^not W e  S .A . (hair* i .  a ora.., of eppres.lon

„  ° Ur" *" '* r)*ht* * “  ; , n which will bo
eu*t
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Since September 1954. when e number of our 1fading members were 
banned from C .O .D ., the number of functioning branches has been 
reduced from thr«e to one. This functioning branch. Claremont, 
ha8 now been reorganised as the Cape Town Branch qna Its new 
branch committee Win act as the llaslon with Joha inesburg and 
with the CY.'CC in Cape Town, The old regional Executive has 
been abolished) as it was a top heavy form of organisation for 
one branch. The chief reason for the decline in the number of 
branches has been the failure of leading members to take over 
the responsibilities of secretaryship, especially in Cape Town 
Central and Sea Point, where thefe could be functioning branches.

%
Now that meetings are held centrally there should be an improve
ment in attendance. Attendance at Claremont during the past y_:.r 
varied from 6 to 10. This should now increase to about 15, 
providing adequate transport is arranged.

Meetings are held fortnightly on the basis of alternating discuss
ion evenings and activists’ evenings.

The book membership has remained at the original 80, with a number 
of gains and losses due to people leaving the Cape or coning to 
live here. Of these 80, 15 can be called upon to do regular active 
work of one sort or another. The remaindor will attend functions 
and most will give money but not afctend meetings or do active work 
in C.O.D.

Financei

Far more money could have been raised through donations, but our 
treasurers have failed to do their cbllecting work. A new one 
has just been appointed and we are still awaiting results.

Education; * ^

"The World We Live In" was started but not completed. Otherwise,
we have had instructional talks on the A.N.C . Confe ence, SACTU, 
Housing etc.

Literaturet
4 Members have done door to door work among Europeans, and 5 Truong 
Non-Europeans, selling New Age and our various pamphlets. Another 
attempt is now being made to persuade our members of the vital need 
to sell among Europeans if we wish to influence them and win nevf 
members.

2. Ejctorsaj, Activity,

Co-operation with Congress Movoment;

This }as been good, and healthy relations have been established 
with the A.N .C . and S .A .C .P .O . Our members serve on the Cape 
Western Consultative Comnittee and have been instrumental in 
seeing that the recent Freedom Charter campaign has been pushed 
along. Of this plan about 50% was carried out.. The failures 
v;ere due to bad organisation and Tffck of enthusiasm for'the . - 
task. To date only 3ne school has been held and others are due.
Our signature collection for the Freedom Charter has teen at 
meetings organised by the CWCC. With regard to the National 
Consultative Commlttoe, we feel that their propaganda has been



poor and insufficient. Apparently it is now impossible to 
obtain English Charters in Cape Town. Wo suggest o brochure 
slallar to that produced by Durban, givVig a pictorial rocord 
of what happened at C.O.P.' for sale by the Congresses.

B*

This has been the best aspect of our w ork .> Members are now 
acting as tutors to a number of A .N .C . and other groups. Through 

this medium too, we have established closo relations with the 
A .N .C . branches.

C. Snqatars at Public Meetings!

We have provided speakers at Joint public meanings on the Parade, 
at Freedom Charter moetings, at SACTU meetings afce. Generally 
members have filled the gapsf left by the binftingf of 'Turok 
and Bunting^ T A

D. Wojrfe wjt^h other Congresses i ■

Wo have assisted the Congresses with loaflet distribution, arrang
ing of meetings of protest, trade Union secretarial work for 

. S .A .C .T .U ., painting of posters etc. Ambers have shown that they 
appreciate the need to build strong relations with the Congress 
groups.

E . Peacei

Some of our members §re on the Peace Council although the level 
of activity has not been high, as it is mainly a European 
Organisation.

3. INDEPENDENT ACTIVITY.

AJ' Door to door’Work.

This is by far tho poorest psrt of our vork and accounts largely
for the failure to recruit new members. So long as there is
resistance to this primary form of activity, so long will vfe
remain small and isolated. Steps axo being tsfken to-improve.

B. Leaflets!

Since June 1955, Claremont branch produced them on Tembeni, Police 
Raids, Deportations of African Women, Black Sesh, 10,000 in each 
case plus those that went to Johannesburg. We have also handed 
out those sent down from Head Office from time to time.

C. U.P. Senate Act Meeting.

This was taken over by two of our members and public interest was 
high. A similar attempt later, failed due to inability to obtain 
loudspeaker equipment. - --

D. Statements to Press.

These have been issued from time to time, but only the one on 
the police raids was printed by tho Cape' Times,

E. Social Functions:

A number have been held during the year. The most successful 
having been an invitation affeir to wolcome home delogates to
the A.N.C. National Conference. 100 people attended and films on 
C .O .P . and Youth Festivals, wero shown. Proceeds went to New Age.



Co-operation with other Organisations;

This has been nil in Cape Town, both because the Liberals here 
are more cautious than those in Johannesburg, and because of tho 
sectarian attitude of our members. But there seems to be a 
changing atmosphere Judging from two small private meetings 
recently,

•*
The election campaign also engendered hot and unnoccessary 

polemics between C .O .D . and the Liberals. We feel that the 
National Executive should bring home the need to all branches of
C .O .D . to get together with other organisations on the basis of 
mutual respect for each others1 differences and to tho right of 
organisations to a separate membership and existence. We feel 
that past statements by the N .E .C ., the local Executive and New 
Ago have not made co-operation easier. Peter Meyer's New Age 
articles last session word particularly naive ajnd have, teen 
si..zed upon by local liberals as a reason for non-cooperation.

Alwvn Food Parcels:

These are sent off regularly to the Alwyn family at Worcester 
together with any donations that Come in.

Students: Nil.
i



ora CO MHOS TASXi MiaiA|* by A .J . Latoil, President-General
• f  the A .I .C . to the Anneal Meeting of the
South African Congrets of Democrat• •

to respomd to yoar invitation to 
IIWl Wtt’I  B M M | i  an tho ofloaAlon of yoar Annual Conference to 
W  hold in Johannesburg on June 24th 1955*

I fool highly honoured by this invitation. 1tf 
» I M | «  tilll eontro round tho theme ■ OUR COKUOV TASK"*

TO W 1M QIH1H 001 COiOPffltAIIQI.

Vo In tho African Motional Congress welcome and 
chorioh Boot heartily the friendly co-operation that exists botwoan 
yoar Controlo and oars*

I an plooaed to recall that our aaaociotlon with 
70a 001 born of our common struggle in tho days of our 1952 non- 
violent defiance canpaign aginst unjust lavs, and with such 0 noble 
ancestry, it will always remain linked up indissolubly with tho 
beginnings of our Liberator? Movement in tho Union of South Afriea. 
This link will guarantee you a place of honour in tho history of 
opr straggle and mAke you recipients of the gratitude and adnlratlon 
not only of non-efoites in oar land, but of all freedom-loving 
people everywhere, and above all, the approbation of posterity.

Vo look forward to the continuation and streng
thening of oar association and co-operation, even after the attAlnment 
of our common goal of making our country a true democracy, and not 
a mockery of democracy as at present when the minority whites 
arrogate to themselves the right to be the sole rulers over tho 
minority non-whites, to whom they deny unfettered opportunities 
of developing their capabilities abd personalities to the fullest 
degree.

Many false claims and allegations are made by 
whUe South Africa under the leadership Af the Nationalist Party 
government* Vo mast unerringly shoe the true implications of their 
tyrannical policies which are so full of evils and surprising 
contradictions such as thesej if apartheid is such a benevolent 
policy aa they clalmlt to be, why therpshould it be implemented 
with such rothless domination? Attempts are often made to Justify 
baaskap policy on the grounds of protecting Western Civilisation 
and this, ridiculously enough, at the expense of making that 
civilisation appear an instrument of oppression, and, therefore, 
a curse Instead of a blessing. Who would blame the oppressed 
non-whites for feeling so when its maintenance is secured at 
3 uch a heavy cost to human happiness and progress?



aast show the world that non-whites halre long showad 
a m a t  koarning and eapaoity to enbraoe Western ctviliaatlon* 
White South Africa most bo Bad* to »oo that the only true and 
taro way of upholding clviliaatlon or any lde*ttcy is to

It and not to h o ^A  It at they are trying to hoard 
tot torn civilaation by attejling to make it a civiliaation of 
"lurooeans only" and to they^adviso the non-whites to develop 
along their own linos. This policy is more likely to bring ruin 
to South Africa, particularly at the leadership of the Nationalist 
Party Government II leading the country back, to the Voortrekker 

paul Iruger days that were characterised by a deplorable slave 

■ontality and a deadening stagnation.

Ve uust show the world and white South Africa that it is 
possible to build a truly united South Africa ,that will be based 
on a progressive South Africanism that *111 be a synthesis of 
the best in the cultures of the people who make up her multi
racial nation and so help her sake our beloved land, on the basis 
of Western civilisation at its best, capable of making a .
distinctive contribution to civllieation which from time immemorial 
big been growing by receiving from different culturesj hence, 
tho to-called Western civilisation is a hybrid civilisation, 
indebted to many sources, both ancient and modern.

Sometimes, to our great surprise,because of the unusual 
hontsty. domination of whites over non-whites is justified on 
the grounds of the need for the self preservation of the white 
race in 8outh Africa, by any means, fair or foul. This is an 
unmitigated exhibition of the jangle law by a people who 
boast of centuries of civilisation.

White South Africa sometimes shows a callous disregard 
6$ moral considerations in its efforts to preserve it s e lf .
She forgets the truth in the words of the writer who said:

" The man who defies morality defies mankind, and in that 
struggle with mankind, even the greatest genius can save him .

QUALITIES KBEDbD BY riOHl&FS FQ; H B fiF g ,

If we are to be worthy fighters and defenders of Freedom, 
we must acquaint ourselves with the distinguished achievements 
in the cause of freedom of the noble galaxy of the heroes 0 i , 
freedom In all ages and climes from the dawn of history to the 

present day.

We must show unmistakable signs of being possessed of 
a clear vision of ou~ goal and a keen awareness of the inevitable 
suffering we must go through before victory is won for our cause.
We must know that success can only be ours If we show a sturdy 
determination accompanied by a keen sense of duty and an unswerving 
loyalty to the cause. We must count no cost too great for the 
attainment of this noble cause " Freedom " about which the late 
General Smuts in his rectorial address delivered at St. Andrew's



University, Scotland In 193*» inter a lii, said*
” Freedop if the aost Ineradicable craving of huaan nature. 

Without it, Peace , Contentaent and Happiness, even aanhood, 
itself, are not possible".

Finally, let as refer to what I regard as the Boat paramount 
requisite f#r the suooBssful.aohieveaent of oar noble task.
We Bust be satrfratad with a spirit of selfless sacrifice and 
service in the interest of our cause, since it is only by smch 
service that we can turn South Africa fro* the path of 
destructive disunity found in the Apartheid policy of white 
foath Africa. It is well to no>e thathis is not the polioy 
of the Nationalist Party only, but is basically the traditional 
polisy of white South Africa in its relations and dealings with 
non-whites, even before Union. i'AvF

As soae one has neatly put it " We Bust y i W ' to st^ve" ( save) 
and oar coarsge in serving onr land Bust rise in proportion to 
the danger we face* Our prayer in this regard a*st be, in the 
words of a Christian hyan, " Let courage rise with danger".

I  wish your conference all success. Ma£ your ensuing 
year be your best in your fight for Fraedoa.

AFRIIAI AFRIKAl MAYIBUYEI MAYIBUYBI

INKUiULEKO NGBSIKATHI SETHUI

Yoirs in the cause of freedoB,

President- General, African National Congress.
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^i.A« CONGRESS OF DEMOCRATS,

ANNUAL NATIONAL CONFERENCE.

March list ,. - April 1st. / O  / n /  7
V__ i *" '

AGENDA.

1 • Oponlog of Conference. ^
O  W

2 . Messages and fraternal greetings. ^  ' % $

3 . Election of Credentials Committee. ^ \ 3*

4. Election of Resolutions Committee.

5. Chairman1s Report.  ̂ i ^

6 . Discussion theroupon.  ̂  ̂ '

7. Financial .Statement. ^  t v t
v V

8. Discussion thereon 1 * V

Second Ses?ion, v*

I

s i

> 1

9. N .E .C .'s  Report to Conference.

10. Discussion.

1 1 . Report from Resolutions Committee

12. Resolutions.

13. Election of N.E.C.

14. FiDal Roportrfrs® Resolutions Commit t o .

15. Report of Credentials Committee.

16 . Closure of Conference.

There will be two breaks for tea and one for lunch jn Sunday.



_________________ w ?  s r -  £ 7  ( £ )

r a m r a .  qpggriyos TO coN?aricB from chief  lu tu li.

-Stf* X * your task In South Africa?

In sending you fraternal greetings and wishing your AnnajJ 
Conference all success, I would like to oantre ay brief remarks on 
the question, " What Is your task In South Af^ila?*?

An annual conference is always an occasion f<4*, rtock-taking 
vsnere both the backward look and the forward look m  made. I 
would ask you in making an appraisal of your actiWffciesTin the 
pas$ year and laying out your plans for the coming fearlto ask your** 
selves what your task is in our present situation in Sotth Africa 
when we find ourselves faced with the most savage and fanatical 
government that shows no signs of being willing to shar* democratic 
rights with all people in the country regardless of their race or 
colour. The government of tho Nationalist Party despite adverse 
world opinion seems bont on . aking democracy a possession of 
n Europeans On^y",

V
Each session of Parliament sees tho statute book of tho Union 

loaded with new oppressive discriminatory legislative and adminis
trative enactments which press hard on non-whitos and on all who 
champion the cause of th oppressed pcoplo, Tho task bogore ms Is 
most urgent and exacting.faced as v;c are with fanatical rulers

j v’2u ?rijftLth0 cPuntry to ruin politically, economically 
and otherwise,than do p. 11 the right things towards all sections 
of our multi-racial nation, especially tho non-whitos who at prosent 
arc the hardcst-hit victims of tho aparthoid policy of tho Nation
alist Government. T'oo situation challenges all lovers of freedom 
for all to fight on until tho forces of oppression ore defeated,

n  03 Qn cH - vfhito-political party that is in full
uTI"0VJŜ  t 1̂0 Prcnutor political organisations amongst non-

whites is not an easy one at all.

You have a special mission to convcrt white South Africans 
to your view-point of regarding all people regardless of their 
race or colour as equals and therefore deserving of being accorded 
sll democratic rights to enable each individual to develop himself 
to his fullest capacity, A vide acceptance of this viqapoint 
would result in the categorical rejection of the policy of apart
heid \:hich is inflicting on non-whites, solely on grounds of race 

colour, indignities rnd atrocities so derogatory to human 
dignity that no human b^in^; should be made to berr them.

Unfortunately at present, white South Africa in its treat
ment of non-whites ignores, to her harm, fundamental spiritual 
values such as:

Righteousness and not injustice uplift*..th a nation; 
Magnanimity and not selfishness and pettiness 
bring honout and greatness to a peoplej 
Brotherliness and not racial arrogance brings about 
harmony and cooperation in a nation, especially a 
multi-racial nation.

South Africa to live by the jungle law of 
might is right". The lesson of history is that those who rule 

by an iron hand eventtally suffer an ignominious end. Your task- 
our task - is to save white South Africa from bringing rbout its 
own destruction. Apartheid will prove a t-rrible Frank*.nstein 
one day.

Finally your task is not an easy one because as lovers of 
freedom for all, you will be persecuted and abused by white South 
Afripa with the oppressed whoso cause you champion. But even worse 
tnnn this you may find yourselves suspected of ulterior motivos 
by some of the people you are trying to liberate. All this should 
not daunt you and divert you from the struggle for freedom for 
all in our country.



Remain true to tho ondf to tho Cause of Freedom! Better the 
abuse and mistrust of your contemporaries than the condemnation 
and curse of posterity. Better to suffer for c noble cause - 
freedom - than to compromise vith evil: apartheid is an evil 
thins which true dc ocrats should rcjoct categoricrlly with the 
contempt it deserves.

In closing, let me ro-assurc you of tho v/arm spirit of friend
ship which the African National Congress, which I have the 
honour to load, has for you, and how deeply it appreciates your 
association viith it in the Liberatory Iiovcmnnt in South Africa,
Its desire is to march with you hand in hand through thick and 
thin until victory is \̂ on by the forces of Freedom,

Mayibuye 1 Afrika

AfrikaI Mayibuyc

INKULULEKO ICQBSIKATHI 3ETHU 1

Bewysjtuk No..,. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ..7.. . . .
Celrr) !‘v "yf'ii:...........

r • • „ s/s'*™ * *  .



SOUTH AFRICAN CONGRESS OF DEMOCRATS

room iMws
HEAD OFFICEt

5* SOMERSET HOUSE,

110, FOX STREET.

P.O BOX 40M, 

JOHANNESBURG.

17th August,1955<

The Hon. I .G .N . Strauss, M .P ., 
House of Assembly,
Cape Town.

Sir,

I have been directed by my National Executive 
Committee to send the enclose copy of resolutions 
adopted at our National Annual Conference
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- * RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT NATIONAL CONFERENCE OP 

. S.A,. CONGRESS OP DEMOCRATS HELD 24TH JttNEflQfiK

POLITICAL - RESTRI CIONS ON CI1  L LIBERTIES.

Conference is opposed to all forms of Ineqi ailty and racial 
oicrininat ion; all laws and practices which are umemocratic an- 

discriminate aginst the raajority of the people of Soitth Africa- 
laws which debar people because of thaL r colour from pa- ticieatin- 
cn an equal basis in the life of our country. Thia conference is

?S°?.hed I V 1! these laWS ^nd ^led^ s to work ^ T js ln r ly
for the defeat of such Fascia laws and Ideologies and to o*ae
quarters responsible fa* the ir perpetration.
•  draw particular attention to the laws enacted in the 
of Parliament.

(I) APPELLATE DIVISION QUORUM ACT. *

Conference condemns the Appellate Divii on Quorum Act as 
an attempt to pack the Bench with Nationalist supporters 
and further undermine the Integrity and authority of the 
Courts. It sees in the passing of this Act a further 
attempt to deprive the coloir ed people of their already 
limited vote and an attempt to make further inroads on 
the Entrenched Clauses of the South Africa Act with the 
eventual aim of setting up a1 Broederbond Republic.

(ii) cr im in a l  Procedure and evid en ce  a c t .

Conference views with g-ave concern the passirg of the 
Criminal Procedure and Evidence Amendment Act> and condemnc 
the wide powers given to the police as undemocratic and 
a threat to the privacy and civil liberties of all South 
Africans.

(ill) GROUP AREAS AMENDMENT ACT.

Conference vigorously opposes tfa Group Areas Act and 
resolves to assist actively those organisations at present 
engaged in opposing this. Act. Conference further 
condemns subsequent legislation to deprive the people ol 
their rights before the Land Tenure Board.

(iv) SENATE ACT.

Conference condemns the latest attempt to rig the 

larliamentary system so as to create a twctthird3 najcri ty 
of the Nationalist Party and thereby undermine the 
provisions of the South Africa Act and introduce naked 
fas cism into th e Union. Conference therefore cond. :nns 
the Act to reconstitute the senate and reaffirms its 
views that the only effective safeguard against fascism 
Is a fully demon ratIc government based on the universal 
adult franchise of all South Afii cans regardless of race, 
colour, or sex.

(v) NATIVE RESETTLEMENT.ACT.

Conference condemns the Nat ive Resettlement Act and tak n 
strong exception to the Qcv eminent»s action in forcibly 
removing thousands of people from their homos in the 
Western Areas of Johannesburg, and the vhqlcsalo icraoval 
of African women in the Western Capo. Wo support the 

people in their oppositirn to the implemontation of thi3 

Act.* Togothor-With the Grpup Areas Amendment Act 
Conference seoo in the actions of the G<y ernment an 
attempt to drive the people into ghettos and so lay the 
h ^ i o  for a racially divided police state.
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(vi) departure from the union  regu lations  a c t . '

Conforcncc condorms tht rcccnt action of tte Govcr nment 
in imposing ‘further restrictions on the freedom of 
movement of the South African people and in particular 
condomns legislation which for thu first time in South 
Africa, imposes restrictions on persons wishing to depart 
from the Union and makes it a punishable offence fcr such 
persons to lcav.- the. Union without a permit or passport 
issued by the Minister of the Interior.

(vii) NATIVE (URBaN AREAS) AlvEIlDMENT ACT.

Conference cond<amns the Natives (Urban Aroas) Act which 
imposos severe restrictions on African domestic servants 
employed in flats and European residential areas. 
Conference deplores th*c wide- pwors given to Native 
Commissioners under tho Act, particularly those powers 
which enable them to ord.r Africans to "work institutions '1 
without a propor trial or hearing.

(viii) Populat ion Registration Act.

Conference condemns the extension of the inquitdus pass 
to _other groups in South Africa and therefore sees in 
the Population Registration Act a threatened curtailment 
of tb freedom of the South African people.

Conference calls for the repeal of these and other acts 
which place fascist and undemocratic restrictions on the 
people,

(ix) Tho Suppression Acts. * *-

Conference calls for the repeal of the Suppression cf 
Communism Act, the Criminal Io.wa Amendment Act, tho 
Riotious Assemblies Act, and othor Acts which hav. the 
effect of curtailing the freedom of the press, the 
freedom of speech, and the right cf assembly of 
democratic South Al'd can3. It condemns th. bannings, 
unjust sentences and brutal deportations of persons 
convicted under the Suppression Acts,

Conferenc. further condemns the clandestine efforts of 
the Government to introduce oonc^ntration camps for 
their . political opponents.

Conference condemns the forcing upon the Afii can children 
of the vicious poisen of Bantu Education, vh ich is dc 'if;n 'e 
for the purrosc of indoctrinating African children to 
accept a position of p^-nanent inferiority, and supports
the aetivc opposition cf the African parents in the with
drawal of <fc ildren from schools. Conference resolves tc 
givd the full .st active support to whatever measures 
are taken by the African National Congress to provide, 
alternative education for African children,

b) Fort Hare,

Conference condinens the fascist action of the authorities 
of Fort Haro in closing tic College and disporsing the 
students to their homes, for in thi3 drastic mass punishment 
carried out with police assistance, Conference sees a 
further attempt to break the ipcreasing resistance of

EDUCATION.

a) Bantu Educat ion ‘
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! ^ ^ iCan p! ° £ *  ^  ‘ ttheks on th. youtli Mctlving higher 
education,fand by selection of entrants to the university 

^ 8 i s  of scr##nll]lg ^  resolves that all

! sh0Jla be re-admitted and thereafter an Impartial 
Comalision of Inquiry into the grievances of the students 
should be appointed on which the students must be 
represented.

o)galY«relty A o a ^ i j i .  ............ ....  ........

Conference totally rejects the principle of segregated 
education and supports the struggle of the student body against 
the Introduction of university apartheid, and the combined 
attempts of the Government to exclude non-European students 
from the non-segregated universities. Conference deplores 
the threat of the Governmeiht to Ignore the Report of the 
Holloway Commission which, despite the arbitrary limitation of 
the terms of reference, ree*»ended that university segregation 
was not a practical possibility.

<1 )lflflKUfege Ordinance. . .
\«4>

Conference condemns the Language Ordinance which deprives parents 
of their fundamental right to decide in what language their 
children A a l l  be educated and further condemns the arbitrary 
decisions which have been taken by'the Transvaal Education 
Department relating to^the home language of the children. 
Conference is of the opinion that this language ordinance is 
politically motivated and therefore resolves to take every 
opportunity of making the European population conscious of 
this aspect and to organise opposition as far as may be 
possible.

»» i

* . ‘
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B«Lg*lglitton Affecting the Trade Unions.

!£e £?d?sJrial Conciliation Amendment 
Bill and Natives (Labour)Settlement of Disputes Act as a
means of forcing apartheid on the trade union movement

fSJfJSlI? n t g * nA dlvidinK the working class into
groups. Conference pledges support to those 

organisations engaged in opposing these apartheid measures.

PEACE AND THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION.
I •

Barely ten years have elapsed since the end of the most 
devastating war the world has ever known. Mankind has only 
Just recovered from the last holocaust and already military 
groupings are being set up in Europe.

The arms drive and the establishment of bases on 
foreign territories, closely linked with the policy of 
colonialism is increasing international tension. The dangerous 
revival of German militarism has now become a reality.

« . .  I ? da^ the t?reat of at«nlc warfare is the shadow that 
darkens the lives of men arxd women throughout the world. An

for^atomlc £ar? 1S ^  decision of the Nato S i s t e r s  to organise

We in South Africa are not remot'e from the war of 
danger. We are in fact, potentially close to the threatened 
world war, since our production of uranium for atomic bombs 
turns our towns into targets. The Government of South Africa 
is today part of the war camp and the system of military 
alliances. It is an ally of those wishing to crush liberation 
and Independence in all countries and to prepare for war. The 
struggle for peace in South Africa is closely bound up with 
the struggle for democracy, racial co-operation and human 
rl^nLs •

Yet the overwhelming majority of the people of the 
world over want to live in peace and friendship. We as 
democrats, as believers in peace and progress, as people who 
have a firm faith in the future of mankind therefore resolve:

(1) To support to the utmost of our ability and in all practical 
ways, the campaign of the Peace Council for the immediate 

v outlawing of all weapons of mass destruction, for the
reduction of all armed forces and for the prohibition of 
war propaganda.

jxV To support the policy of peaceful co-existence, security
/ of jtf. 1 states; the replacement of military 

alliances by peace pacts and the settlement of inter
national disputes by negotiation.

(iii)To  condemn the rearming of Western Germany as a serious 
threat to world peace.

Civ) To work for the inclusion of the People's Republic of 
China in UNO and for its recognition as a major world 
power.

(v) To work for the ending of the wars in Kenya and Malaya.

(vi) To support the peoples of Africa and Asi* in their llber- 
atory struggle by demanding a round table Conference with 
leaders of the Resistance Movement and the withdrawal of 
foreign troops.
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