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This report is compiled from the minutes of that Conference, nnd contain* extracts from
the speeches, resolutions and the Charter adopted by the Conference.

The Headquarters of the F.S.A.V.

is in Capetown, and all interested in working for

the liberation of women in South Africa, should write to the Secretary, P.0. Eox 2?00,

Cape Town.

OPEN//VG 0 F

ipeoMs on (J?t Smuggles

Mrs. lda Mntwana in the Chair called on
Ray Alexander to open the Conference.
Ray Alexander saidj

On behalf of those women who helped
to prepare this Conference, | bid you all
welcome from the depths of ay heart.

I greet you all, delegates and visi-
tors who made this a great meeting, which
will be of historical importance to our
country and to our peoples® struggle for
freedom.

All of us are here because we want to
find solutions to the problems which mean
so much to women: the winning of equality,
democratic rights for women and our men,
the right of our children to be brought
up in decent homes, schools, and with
opportunities for a full life.

Our sisters of Russia, Czechoslovakia,
China and other countries have won freedom,
independence and happiness. They are en-
joying full equality with men in all
spheres of economic, political, cultural
and social life.

What is the position of the African,
Coloured and Indian women of this country?
They have no political rights, no right to
elect or be elected on the governing bodies
of the oountry.

The Government of our oountry rep-
resents a minority of the people. It is
a government of Europeans only, and rep-
resents the interests of the landcemers,
Bine-owners and factory-cwnera. To main-
tain power it makes lawe discriminating
against the great majority of the peoples
,the African, Indian and Coloured people.

THE CONFFf/?2ENCE

Women m $mAfr,(g.

The Pass Laws, the Native Urban Areas
Auendement Act with its vieious Section 10,
have been responsible for filling up gaols -
nine out of ten gaols in South Africa are
overcrowded. Pnrm gaols are built and
filled with men whose lives are wasted away
to provide cheap labour for the farmers.

The Riotious Assemblies Act, the Supp-
ression of Comnunism Act* the Criminal
Lows Amendment Act, the Public Safety Act
were introduced with the express aim of
destroying the peoples® organisations and
killing their desire for freedom in the
country of their birth.

By means of a great mass of laws, to
which new ones ari added every year, the
rulersof this country are trying desperately
to prevent the advance of the people towards
full citizenship. These laws divide them
according to race; deny the majority free-
dom of movement, residence, ownership and
education, and seek to keep the people in
ignorance, poverty and submission, a source
of cheap and unskilled labour.

The people will not become submissive
slaves. The reply is to organise, men and
women, young and old, in a united fight
against unjust laws, and for security, peace,
friendship and freedom.

In these struggles our woman have
played an important part. During the
Defiance Campaign, hundreds went to gaol,
mam of them expectant mothers, some with
their babies. Our women have come out on
strike against the Coloured Voters® Bill,
against tte banning orders issued to Trade
Qnioc leaders under the Suppression of
Oomnuniam Aot.



atrugglee have produced any
leadere, h*v* aade ue feel the need for m
organiaation to embrace etill wider eecticn*
of women and make them a great force in %
etruggle for freedom.

W» have learned with great eetlwfaotlm

and 1t haa inspired ua, of the wwndsrful I's nfflagmiowAL ebccratic  (
work done by the lbnen*a International ItDDUTICE, Berlin. I
Damocratio federation. It wma formed in

1945t to organlee ar.d unite all woman in Fl1U CVHOES KMEH, Parle.
defenoe of their political, eoonmie, legal SUMa nminc LKACUB> Berlin.
med social righta, and to ensure social FBUII MATTBEB3, Joart Hare, S. Africa.

Progress for oomplete equality between an
end women in all apheree. AFRICAN RAFICKAL CONGRESS, Hiaelon

. Vale Branch
All over the world women in Europe,
in India, in the Middle last, in.America, AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS, Local 1

Australia., China, Africa, everywhere - Women®e Section, Alioedale, S.A. '

here famed Women*e organisations affili* -

to ths W.1.D.F., which now repreeente MM. AMBROSE 0. SSHDW, Kimberley.

140,000,000 wonen. WALTER 3ISUHJ, General Secretary, |
*omen of the whole world, on whom -3 African National Congress. \

falla the responsibility for ths welfare AFRICAN RATIONAL OOHQHES3, Cwpe Town I

of their tames, are growing acre mod mare Headquarter™.

mmT of ths need to participate aotlvmiy

in the stitggle fbr pease,---—-——- PHYLLIS ADMAN, Qp*e Towru

stion, end friendship at all psopls, JLnwe- Western |

pestivw af noe and colour.

_In the last 10 years woosn in many KALCT Did, Ca#» tom
oo"sitries have won democratic rlghte. We RATAL PEACE COUNCIL. I

ere all proud of the fact that Mre. Pandit

ie the Preeident of the United Hations, which Is RATAL INDIAN TOOTH ODNGKESS. |
ebow ths *allomess of rmoe prejudice in 3 BOI BODE

8outh Africa *»re Indian, Coloured mA 24 )

African women do not have the right to WOMV Or THB BAKU FEB3HTI8IAR
vote or eit in Parllwrnnt. CHURCH.
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Mrs Bertha MkiK of Durban took the Chair, and called on Mis. Id-. V-ntw-mi., President
of the African "ational Congress (Transvaal) Women®s Section. Mias Mntw™na anid:-

"We axe gathfcred here today to lay the foundation for the future r6le that ***]

be played V the women in the struggle for freedom. We must make women conscious
that it cannot be successful without their active support. Our task is not an
easv one. but we have adhieved a certain amount of success, and we are proud to
see that @ great number of women art play” an important part in the s truggle
for liberation.

"Gone are the days when the place of women was in the kitchen and lookinf: after
the children. Today, they are marching side by side with men in tteroa
freedom. The large attendance at this Conference is a clear demonstration of the
ground we have already covered. We have come together, women of ali rac®s, to
co-ordinate our efforts into one great army capable of shaping the future
destiny of our children, and to consolidate the efforts of members of various
national groups.™

Ida Mntwana spoke of the oppression and poverty brought about by the Government®?
apartheid policy, and how such Acts as the Bantu Education Act were becoming more and
more the concern of women. "We cannot sit down and fold our she
attempts are being made to hold our progress and that of our chitdren...If we do not

too late, and our children will curse us for our callousness.'

She went sn to say»-

"We know that as women we have many problems which hold us back from taking part
fully in the struggle, and it in for precisely that purpose that we have
break down these problems. Let us come out as a united force, let us take our place
in the struggle for freedom. The success of this Congrese will depend on what we are
prepared to do outside this hall. ...The time will come when we will be the
acts of women. Lut us united, let us go forward with courage and determination]

INDUN WOWEN south Mirlc a
A r<lport S*"VCn ) Mrs Meer

Speaking on the position of Indian Women in South Africa, Mrs. Fatima Meer of
Durban s&idi

‘Indian women in South Ifrioa suffer fron disshilitles that arise from tro sources,
firstly, they suffer as nnn-Puropeans, and secondly as menders of a soci.ty which
gives them very few rights.

.. *The position of women in any sooiety is only relative to the position-of n*n.
Where the men are free, the women are free too, and have the greatest amount of
equality with men."

Mrs. Mcer described how Indian woowi first cane to South Africa, mostly under the
Indentured Labour System to work in the sugar fields of Natal, frcn 1860 onwards. Like
the men, they were spurred on by false proai«ra of full citizenship after their period
of Indentured Labour had ended, but they soc* found this was not to be. Together with
the men, they came under the Masters and Servants Act, had curfews imposed on them, and
their rights whittled away to nothing. Indian women were denied citizenship rights, were
not given the vote, and provincial barriers w«re put up to prevent free travel from one

Province to another. A Poll Tax imposed on Indian women and men amounted to half a year
offmingm on the sugar fields.
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"South Africa remeober* and speaks of the movement which was e*t In force by
pichi_tr» Ghawii™, said Mrs. Meer, "his struggle for the rights of the Indian people In
the line of Passive Resistance, and that it gathered momentun only when the Indian
wcnen come into the fight.”

When the ferriage bm was passed in 1915, making Indian aarriagea null and void,
wcnen joined tbs march with Mahatma Ghandi.

In spite of this, the position of Indian women in society is very bad.

In the first place, her position is the same as that of any non-European woman in
this oountry. Secondly, she suffers a great many disabilities within the Indian ccsamnity
itself, partly because of certain traditional Indian practices, and partly because of
certain South African laws like the Immigrants® Regulation Act of 1913* This Act, which
stopped all Indian imnigronta to South Africa, prevented a South African Indian woman
from being able to return to India, marry, and come back to South Africa with her husband.
The Act also deprives a woman of her domicile rights in the Province of her birth, if she
marries a man from another Province. If such a marriage ends, the children of the marriage
must live in the father®s Province, and the mother can never return to her own family
with them, or must go without them.

Pollowing the pattern of the old social life in traditional India, the Eindu woman
is not airbed to remarry. Even if she does take to herself another man, it is not really
a legal marriage that takes place, In any case, even if she were allowed to remarry, it
is extremely difficult for her to find a suitable husband. Male dominance is so great
that either she has to take an old man, or one with a lot of children. On the other hand,
tbs mac. is allowed to take another wifo, and put aside his old one. Even in a legal
marriage it is easier for an Indian husband to dflVorce.

In the o&se of Moslem women, although theoretically she is allowed to divorce her
husband, in practice she hau no such right, but many are the instances where huebunds
have sot their wivea aside and taken other wives.

As a housewife, the Indian woman suffers from the deplorable society that denies the
non-Buropean people from progressing, economically or otherwise. of Indians in and
around Durban live below the breadline. Even if the entire family puts their efforts into
the sugar fields, the earnings ooms to about £1.10.0 a month. They suffer acutely from
housing shortages.

The Indian birthrate is about the highest in Durban, but this is s problem #iich we
as woman have to fight. Xo woman likes to be infliotsd with continuous child bearing.
Following the high birthrate there is a high infertile and maternity mortality rate.

There are not enough schools for Indian children, and tbs Education Department has
built schools only to accomodate 2JjL of the Indian school children* today for every one
ohild at school every other child is out of school.

Mrs Meer said thatMass are the broad facta of life which the Indian semen is faced
with* at* la trying to m e bsfcfiwlf. 11though ttft"patfnittie very small, it is & aig- |
oitioant fact that tbs nuaber is there. Thus today, although there are only about 1,000
Jjariivk Muawn la industries and abovt 1,000 In dcatertio service, which is menial work with I
very low pay* about 460 woman teachers, 50 in the nedlaaJUsocial welfare and nursing |
prafessitn-** the fact that from a society whiah was so terribly male dominated, these wcsal
could com? out is an indication of their fight for emancipation. The Defiance Campaign Ol a
Passive Resistance have shorn the part of Indian women in the fight for liberation. y
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report prcseptet/by Ms

Mr. Duma Noiore, of the African National
Congress Youth League (Transvaal) said, that
he had bean asked to speak by Mr. Sisulu, ,,
Sccretary-General of the African National
Congress, who was unable to come himself.

eThis is a historical Conference,” he
aaid, "and we have no doubt that the results
of this Conference will influence the
course of events in South Africa...The
women®s struggle is important in any
country because the freedom of the women
means the freedom of half the people of
the world* secondly, their struggle re-
inforces the whole struggle against opp-
ression."

Mr. Nokwe went on to speak of wamen
of China, both of old China, and of new
China, born in the Chinese Revolution five
years ago.

The old China waa a feudal and semi-
colonial country, in which peasants suff-
ered ruthless exploitation, the mass of
women sharing this oppression with the men
and also suffering double enslavement as
women. They had absolutely no rights. The
binding of their feet with cloth was a
symbol of their subjection.

Women were inferiors, always paid less
than men, regardless of the work thoy did.
Woman workers feared pregnancy* which meant
the loss of their Job. The suffering of
woman was so great that many were forced to
sell their daughters into prostitution.

"Hie women of China Joined la the
historic struggle to crush the feudal opp-
ression and distinguished themselves by
rtngglIng ahnuMsr to shoulder with their
men in the Peoples™ literatim Axwy, anA <~
as guerilla fighters.

Today women are fully wwencipsted and
enjoy equal rights with man. Sinoe the
flrtpeee peoples”™ Qovwranent waa established
la 1949. it hae passed various Imam to
protect women and children®s welfare.

| JkM

Occupying one of the hipest positions
in China, that of Vice-Qiairman, is Madame

dun-a

Soong ~Citing-Ling, widow of Dr. Sun Yat-sen

who was the fOtSKter cf the Chinese National
Democratic movement.

M-Jiy women work in government offices.
Two women are vioe-Presidents of the Peoples®
Supreme Court in China, and many woman are
judges in the local courts.

Women in China today can do any work or
take up any profession. Pregnancy no longer
means unenroloyrcent, and every mother is
given eight weeks maternity leave with full
pay, together with free ante-natal and post-
natal care for everyone, as wejl as creches
with trained nurses and doctors for the
babies of mothers working in factories.

Education in China is free to all with-
out discrimination of sex. In old China,
most women were illiterate, yet today
illiteracy is being abolished.

. In the land reform, women received
the same land as men, and they are demon-
strating their ability in increasing and
improving agricultural production. There
are 4,000,000 women tractor drivers in
new China.

The AIl China Democratic Women®8
Organisation with a membership of about
60«000,000( taxitea the women of China and
joins them with the women of other countriea
in the world in the struggle for democracy
and peace. The feet of the Qiinese women
are now unbound, and they are today march-
ing along with their men to build a
prosperous ChiniiJ

| L— Fommmmmen
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WOMEN'S h PEACE

Speech by V'tyo IrS&//s

At the next session, Mr*. Joeie Palmer «u in the chair, ana the speaker was Bilu-
Wi.tts, on Women®e Struggle for Peace.”

Sh« spoke of the hydrogen bomb explosion, and ite terrible results. This explco.
w.m caused by a bomb six hundred times more powerful than that which denttoyed Hiro-
shixia, but the present series of experiments would sad with the explosion of a bomb
2,400 times as powerful as the Hiroshima bonb.

"This | * what modern war means,” the speaker said, “fiot sending armies away to.fir; t
t*st the destruction of our cum homes and our own children.”™ Professor Bleksley had a™ii
ii an H-boob were dropped on Johannesburg the radio-active dust could blow to isolate
f-vria in the Free Stats, burning the people before they even knew what had happened or
oould obtain aid. "The front line is where the wind blows. = We must think of modern vox
in thfcse terms - in t«rms of weapons such as the terrible A- and H-bombs, the napal
bexih and germ warfaret in terms of destruction and waste - cities brought to ruir.",
-lauds laid to waste, and man®s creations destroyed* in terms of suffering - of broe::
17nilies, of human beings killed and oaimad on a colossal scale, in terns of hunger,
poverty and disease.

This was Uw fiot" wex, but the roold” war iw oosting the world a great deal, tuc,
not only in money spent on weapons whan the people needed homes and schools, but alco ir
tho distortion of lives. The children of America Were being indoctrinated with sarii-
nnd tbs creed of killing. School children had "atom boob drills*, and were given

identity tags to wear in caas their bodies were mutilated beyond recognition. Throufd.
the caaics, television, radio and films they were being made iamune to horror, taught

that, brutality is right sad killing, war and violsnce inevitable. So the cold war was
troying human minds.

When war was actually fought, as in Korea, the end of the fighting left the psoplv
in Misery and suffering, but with the problsas over which the war had been foughtstill
unsolved. The ware in Tlet-nem and Kenya caist be brought to an end. We must demand nn
cud to the fighting, and that differenoea ahould be solved around the conference tabU..
..1Awer difficult or long tbs n«gotations were.

Sfee referred to the moving appeal of the Kikuyu mmm to the Queen. This campr in
I nya was wtr, ant WeSr that ©onoerned ths people of South ifrioe very deeply.

Voaen of the world were playing a leading rile in the struggle® fear peace. Hild

ajacasfflaKk aaaFSBW W B ssy
upll** feht

*+ h~s>imeam. 9biHIVAmM«» must play * more active part in th |
fox peaoe. in ffpr.ecuntofe.the etrnufle for democratic rights was clomsly bowd up wit.

- The speaker letters written ty gfc*ldren aU ]
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% Ex-t"dcfe /ro.m

addressed the Conference in Zulu.

Speeches of £e De/efofrs

t N S NN S.I SiatTDn»Soa,a/hOA)

in hSd U f oned carefully to the_speeches, and felt that everything was

|n the power of women, who must demonstrate their might to V_rwoerd.

- - **“
ﬁs'c*vJc She urggd women not to be g?r

N w”M rior3 Tbut campaigners determined to win.

In Durbar, women
She spoke about passes for
far rwirtad My thrcatfto S y

Among the delegates who addressed the Conference were the following:

fU-_1IkKA MOOSA (Transvaal Indian Congress) !
This delegate spoke of the inspiration to
1i.At that would cooe from this Congress.
In other countries, women gave their lives
for freedom, in Prance a young girl of
18, ft-;ymonde Deane, had lain down on the
r _lway tracks to stop acmunition trains
Indo-China. Women in Indonesia

1 y in the streets to stop the armoured
ex.

In South Africa, hundred* of women had
-ho to jail, shoulder to shoulder witij the
- Here, too, there was Ray Alexander,
as a your-g girl had given her youth to
tdc cause and sacrificed her whole life for
th- struggle. She concluded! "We will go
forward to freedom in our lifetime!™

—~ICA HODGSON (S.A. Congress of Democrats,
Jotiannesburg,)t

Spoke on the important r6le that wooer.
c>uld play in the forthcoming Freedom
Cthcress, the Congress of the Peoples, that
>/wld be held later this pear. The four
or> "nisations - the African National

C—.r.Teas, the South African Indian Congress,

UK. South African Congress of Democrats and
W South African Coloured Peoples® Organ-
isation had met together and their National
Lxucutivsa were preparing plans for the
-njress. Everyone in South Africa would be
called on to participate. Women would be

i to give their time to go round the
country organising. A call for freedom had

been prepared. The speaker read out th
Call, which was to be ratified by th> four
organisations.

DORA TAMANE (Guardian Co-operative i/earue, °
Cape Town.)*

In the Cape, the Council had brought p-isr *
to the women in a crooked way. No bust wf
could bring his wif* to the town withrut
a pass. The delegate spoke of the hnri
conditions of won*n in the Cape. Ir. vw~ t
women had to pay ~d for a gallon cf - t-.r*
The mothers and children were hungry K ¢ K
there was not enough money to buy fc5o.
Mothers had to go to work and leave thtir
children in the care of other children net
m?fh older - as a result many childr.::: # 1l
i

She spoke of the work of the Gvrl ep
Savings Club, which had enrolled 10,0
members in fivs years. "Women must unite
to get their own Kovemnentl™
GLADYS cKITH (Housewives® League, Crpe - *
and S.A. C.P.0.):

Coloured women went through pain just ac

as white women. She herself, through - r:
life, could speak of the struggle ar hr-. |
and having no food for hungry childr.ry® ;™-y
European women had the vote, but the > n~
European women did not. The Coloured v trs
in the Cape had diminished by 8,500, yi ¢ r.
Dongas said they must be taken off the v
roll because they would 3wamp the white v
He miad condescended to offer four reprc..rt
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, In parlisaent to the Coloured* on a

separate loll. Th* Coloured
nufaoo#3t the sort of
hw been sold to the African people.

A _tent responsibility reflt™or.the

moulder. of women to fight all

caen must pled** th«aselves to uni”e more
closely, to get the right to TON * ~ ~ e
C :u-.-1ted, the right of freedom to *peak.

TIT.T/Hnoon (Afrioan National Congress,

urlwndo.)*

TUia delegate wi* applauded *hen she said

, If 1t had not keen forth*
kept back many at the woa”, ~

tut did not practio* It*
3h* referred to.tbe industrial

wovOd mm
h vc had many more delegate* at this Co»r

ftxvnoe. The husband* talked of demosracy,

Canc-

- illation* Act Amendment atpre”nt bafore
B—rlipjmnt. According to thl* Act* woman .
in the Trade Unions vwie no longer to be

zvgsrded a* "empire.._." 1* 1ENEL
_£XxJw *twhat were they? *her the garm-

ents they worked on were .old in theahcp*,’

could you tell which was made by black

hanIs and *iich A whit* hand*?

At hom*, women did all th* household
duties, left their children with *trangw*
while they went to work, "<d *wk*“<1<W
a.ployere, but when it cane to wages, tney
yJ* not "employees.” Africans were con-

cidfcred "barbarian*.H

iiL p*opU «u»t
f.ppressivFi) I"p “no

. w
m*. not only Afrioan*.

Some women made *xcu*e* that they
could not oome forward b*c»” they "
t "icherw or nur*e*, *nd might los* ~elr

J-bs, or oaild not ti&t on

;rounds* but sU moth*rs s»* hut-a beiw.
«.d a*ert be prepared "o tsos »ath In «h*

iorriw-,e* — - p

T. - .
ourselves. th* AInHMy w« T do it
for u- e Ri*tary of 500 year* ** —

creiwe?

-poke at th» sWudl*
egtMtern Ar*a* Ra»jval

N

V 0*1*

A f/)TA/V  TA/Or***

are to be forcibly removed from their hr =
with six or seven rooma, while thousands
atill lived in the Orlando shelters, vh;t
nsn had to hold a blanket in their teeth ~
whil* they dreesed to obtain privacy, s -i
were in room together; where the i1 +r &
were open to the public, and children c-n
see everything.

"The Union Building* caae from the v r~
of our husbands who toil in the mine* wit?
their lamp* and hanmers. The gold is dug by
the black hand, but it goes to the ifeitc
hand."

Laws like the Native Settlement <f
Disputes Act affect all women, white rs

well aa bir«3k.wwe must Fight together,
Europeana, lalisns, Africans, Colour”-.

SISTER M.E. THOMPSON (African National
Congreaa, Kimberley.)t

3i« aald she oould not see enough nurses »t
this Conference - there were four, but thtrv
should be forty. She herself a* a it
Kimberley could not tolerate the conditi rA
of employment for non-Europeans by the Coun-
cil, and now worked on her cwn, and did w t
need ferr the Government. A

HETTY DU IWE2 (Garment Workers ZUnion, N*e

2 Branch™)t X
The aeieggte congratulated the stand ti <n by
the African women and the Indian women, e.

were no longer purdah lilies.e She regret”

too M W of the® wr. “Pp5f
and disragsrded the.s truggles of th* Afric Iis,
thinking ttasir disabilities were not tK r c.
Before th* Native Settlement of 3 * *
the Coloured* had worked *id* by eide **+
Afrioan women in the clothing factories, 1 t
now th* jUufiioan women were told they tt=ct - r
a separate organisation. Already employers
taken advantage of thi*> and Afrioan *°
mrc ~*ing dismissed. The Government is
.lashing th* people - what sre th* *»V*i
goi*» to do about it?

She said i1t wa* tim* that husbands pi
pared food for th* wosmn “i*m they, the

r

R
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) S
) _ A AYA <U’|M*I are no longer their slaves, Non-European wsmen
Jtfm, came franwo » ~gaole in parliament, to fret nursing hones and creches

R & e togth.r, to ,0 fcwd.

Mm* >?2%» < * e f *f K«
JTdeTrSCion ,. «0o IMrt aide * aide .Ith «, -r.
,ir» freedom in our lifetirse.

\(e Xr&s-iSiS stk v*v<E£ 4
%JlC SM rr ™Mt srs?azszxzs zzs&

.Ni1rbe abi."to control our fathers® land, snO to progress with our
children.

in Port EIizabeth th. « m 2?2 * 2 * << f =* £ & .
h h h I t h I h.

O L P RTBE A RHE el 8 %y pi.ea. Thw SOHIG FaERER Nave gaol or o
Tut polioe raid the children

S, imprisoned without reason, but
ii *» wi:h the Afr-""
v,fnit c”~as ~ t ~ Xativo Mt t«t of Disputes Act and other Acts.

R *Po«mot surrender. -l asy to you. —nge ({c\)urrse.S*o Sl zS< S I S I -

to war with liglan. V& have no guns for our war, but we ah 1  ign
The del.fl.ts said that .her. thsix oar broke dom on the way to the I

y N
arrived latd), they cried, BsAauss they SheushE they would notye fothetgs EG she cui-

—«$5S& S E2LES 1§ 2* -

she was a Defier, and defied even th* chairl i
m WBSSkWIWU 1* Jensa “i~lanoe”tatl0T). ft. delegat”spok”ofr"th A ffiNNsA

of''the location, ae hid happened to others .ho fou”t the
nt is *ood to be here, and see everyone ceoperatm*. Before, .hen
7-jtu oppressed, we did not co-operate.””

CECILIA ROSIES (S.A. Con«reaecf Democrats, cape J N

i N
PAtrthfAMNIT Nreitiz: >

Conciliatian Amendment Act, the Pw. Lew and the P o p u I a t tleatr ct
affects Indian, Coloured and European men and i»men. W e tI®  the attendant T
Tt this Conference - the next Conference of women will have five times xne w*

today. -—

A,, . _iitrimnmmi the Conference at this stage weret VINUWSD SIQthNE (Wc_toen S

*ma i (African 500d and C ni," "
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ATfr&CAA! \*rOMM\G* ~ » a /w )

Union, Paarl Branch)t MACULA IfGXESHA (African Food & Canning Viorkeral Onion, East lom™ n )

The following are extracts from a speech by Krs. CEGELU

KUSE (Cradock), mat

on the evening of the Conference, due to lack of time during the day.

/rs. Kuse <kidti

Franchise rijthta for African wooer are
not a now idea. One hundred year* a*o> when
the British Government took the Queenstown
fxa and eventually the ihole Tembuland
Pr.vince, they did not overthrow a Tembu
kim:, but a Tembu queen whose name was
Konesi, who ruled the Tembu tribe after the
aath of her husband King Hgubencuka, and
after whom Queenstown was named.

There are similar remote cases of
African queens that | know of in Gaikaland
and Pondoland, #10 ruled their tribes before
the arrival of white people in South Africa.
Of course, this was not conmon practice,
but a case of the survival of the fittest
woman.

Now we African women are up in arms
for want of full franchise rights once more*
a:3we are determined to fight for them to
th» bitterest end. So did Qumo Honesi only
om. hundred years back. When the British
triad to take her area she did not put up
ntr hands, but fought desparately, fhe her-
self led her forces against British troops
until the end of the war when she.was cap-
tured and exiled.

Speaking of the immoral removal of the
rert”.m Areas, Jfoa. Kuse said the Minister
vf Matige Affairs and the Government ware
Ic tspeaksrs for the cltiaena, they had been
riven office by a vicious population* fhe
f.-iukt lay with the European voter*. Se-
recalled that when the defenceless Abyssin-
i“ns were killed hy the ItaUans, the people
cf England were not prepared to cooe to their”
Tid. But soon England herself suffered bemb-
fim in tha 2nd World War, and so they * * e

M

it thay are not prepared to
in the Ttstern Areas. ~

(to the question gf financing African
education, the *j*ak*r **id wondered r
hat Suropeaua aid not feel shams to want

, FE oV Te

more taxation from Africans for Bantu €li —
ation. There has always been as underate- -
ing netween #very Onion Government, the
Chamber of Mines, Industries, Railways, m/
every employer of African labour, that
African must not receive full value of h _
labour. For nearly three hundred years t “m
African has received at the most a quart* r
of his wage, thus three-quarters of our
money has disappeared between the Gov, n -t
and the white employer.

«On these lines 1 declare, said Mrs.
Kuse, what everybody knows - that all ©ni r.
Government money is African moneyl Theref r-
we expeot the Gcvernaent™iot to finance cur
education, but to give Africans free educ-
ation. We are not asking for a favour, b- <
demanding our money, for which we < t 1]

On the transfer of British Protector-
ates, Mra. Kuse said that in 1910 the Irt-
ish coverment sold out the CaJ» Africans
for nothing. And now we wander if they r
not going to sell out the Protectorates.
Tne transfer question should wait until v«
«et full franchise rights.

mDAV6»T&BS 0O* t"fJUCA " _bunu**
A speech made in the evening by i
Mra. Bertha Mkize of Durban was

not available at the time of
preparing this report. It will

be added to the report later,

if a oopyia received.

- -\

TbO resolution* and Women®s Chartt+
(on following pagee) were* adopted ursn;. *
by the Oonfermace.

«1ll«#Mi d»oi®ed that heariquarUr?

uly

fi«bt for those _F-of tbs Federation for the coming year woil i

be ta Capt*Vom. <
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WPpPITE TO TuftéE COWE/?E/VCE

T—c letters, fraa groups of wojnen unable to send delegates tc th=Conference, were
- out. The letters set out the problems of women ir. country districts.

W ter .
rgon> a n c,fth<* (X 0* FttOtA KICE&ALC
-J -lItar Friends, The message from Alicedale women tn
our difficluties in this place is the delegates is that our children :ro
li-3t a 1/- per month boarding fee that starving here. We are only allowed one
; been imposed on our youths, boys and gallon of water a day.
_ -Is, and if they are unable to pay the Ve are employed in European hemes,
it., they are sent to jail. where we have to do everything - cock-
Secondly when it is reaping time general and ironing, for only £1 a mcuth.
y pind I From that £1 you have to see tc your fout*

f".r oranges, we work with the men under i - y
the same conditions, from six in the tor.in)\ a@nd general housekeeping, including
rents, which have increased tremendously.

until six at night, for which we receive
only 2/- per head per day. We have heard that the ccst-cf-livir
allowances have been increased in other

Thirdly, the wages we get under Dutch
.n"s employment is 8/- to 10/- a places, but not here.
rah, under great difficulties. _.c very much hope the Conference
__ Fourthly, during 1954 we have been will be a great success.
/,jizjod from getting water where we used Things are so nard with us here thM
*nd also prevented from getting fuel. it is even difficult to buy certain
- ire worse off than people in jail, and things from the shop, because they a-.y
my be found dead at any moment, we are, these things have been reserged for
'W_r friends, under such calamities in the Europeans.
t 1a place.
EE [
T 'foil OW'tVvO A rteSGei r,0A/S AbOP 7/£b

i; NATIVE LAUD k TRUST ACT ABENI>FEMT BILL AND THE NATIVES RESETTLEMENT BILL

RESOLVEDiI _That this Conference cendmens the mnooral and unjust principles
contained ini N

a ) -Th* Natives Resettleaaat Bill, which seeks to deprive
all Africans of freehold rights in urban areasj to reaovw many
thousands from their homest and to deny to Africans the right
to bacon* a permanent part of the urban population!

b) The Native Land & Trust As* Amendment Bill, th provisions of
which would cause misery to thousands of rural Afrioans, and
whieh-aeaka to render over a million farm labourers honeless
«nd landless, and to legalise slave labour.

-

This Conference...
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t to withdraw these infas

e VUV mmszi TUatx* = ~
>ork fregly, and to own theikxowd Fofie?. €77t *ne« W H« Ffl-*Ir, to

VA" oo
2] WU EDUCATION ACT.
RhSOLVEDi1 That this ilcaaferenjee. .sondaen* z
a) The Bantu Education Act as a vioioua »ft.rv A +**

t M T r j* 1 L r =

to . coition of *2 xvxe?? th* |fric<c /A
I N IAYa YA N *
]5§§£E££ JTMoMNV SN I at Iolwg 2081

ii__ REPRE3JITATION OF VOTERS ACT.

Ski

.M30LVE), «Efm thi.««e**ex»|| >>** ntUrly th. Septrif R.p««,t.tio,,
i ABwhich aeeks to deprive the Coloured peocle of dem-.

ot votero

the lla-itentS* hy removin* theil the Confcon Roll and substituting
- Ao : A - -

Fié‘hts hof Afr-Ecaaneoﬁgaﬁz'i&efg Peggy Bé&s eﬁ?ﬁ%&’[‘ to which the

that the franchise be extended to all

That this Conference
irrespective of colon*

Z k. Voatin 0 W ei™ teen *»®» ol «e.

FEACE

RESOLVED: Jha+m s first National Conference of ".omen delegate., recresantin.-
N - N
0usrs S} .th Acrk with wofoen evetorvaR%erg %FO%%?OLﬁgﬁg ggr\,vgmeﬁ'é Q\I/%dge
PAce? < childr«®. for freedcffl for all hunan beings, fif*;
. /

"ewe*E UDCUR 3FT?82SEm CF DISPUTES HfiT. X m

N thi* sxfewnca condemn* the Native Ubcur Settlenent
as slave labcur

Disputes Act, and djr Industrial Conciliation Bill,
laws, nni unc —-rt<J«, to fight against these Acts. n

of

*e ENY A
m—_HIMDI That this Confereno* of 50 delegates, ”“presenting *50 000 4cr>le i
JS -JiLi1JSAVA "*3tai 801:0 oomittcd the inAccent W(0)«4 !
ST Ker™i waex X k% k% D groop., «, tJUT 1

national Cor-ferenc. of WoM> pl«Un Ul *«

S&fiISH#

Osaam, Thl.
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i We, the woa*n of South Africa* wive* and mother*, working woman *wd
housewives, African*, Indian*, turopeaa and Coloured, hereUjr deolare
our aim of striving for the removal of all 1***, regulation*,
conventions and cuatoa* that disoriminete ageinat us aa rarn, and

thrive ua in any way of our inherent right to the advantage, reeponeifcilitiee aai
c .ortunitie* that aoeiaty offara to any ooa aaotion of tha population.

“A U/NG6LE | ~ 101~ ~ fonB a mociaty separate from tha aen. There ia only
it m 0n® society, and it ia made up of *oth women and atin, A* women wt
v O r1£Ty § share the problems and anxieties of our men, and Join hands with
———————————— thee to remove social evils and ooetaclea to progress.

eithin this common society, howevtr, are lawa and practieea that

i.criminate against women. While we struggle against the eocial evila that affaot

.tn » Tyjcnen alike, we are determined to s truggle no lese purposefully against the
thiftrs that work to the disadvantage of our sex.

TESI The "fvel civilisation which any society has reahhei can be
i~ J* measured *y the degree of freedom that its members enjoy. The
» /g AT P A status of women is a test of civilisation, heaaure by that standard.

South Africa must be oonaidered lew in the acale of oivilised nations.

~WO *".** "<k 7,6 women 3hare our ®enfolk the cares and anxieties imposed by
m poverty 811 u " evila. As wives ard mothers, it falls upon ua to
LOT C* Liaka small wages stretch a long way. It is we who feel the cries
of our children when they are hungry and sick. It is our lot to
« nd ?are for home* that are too small, brokecand dirty to be kept clean. V> 1kt
barter, of looking after children and land when our hushands are away in the mim.s,
fit farr.s, and in the towns earning our daily bread.

We know what it is to keep family life® going in pondokkies and shanties, or in
> r-cr-wded one-room apartments. We know the bitterness of children taken to lawltjit
ya, of -aughters becoming unmarried mothers whilst still at school, of boys arci |ir3?
rawing up without education, training or Jobs at a living wage.

These are evils that neei not exist. They"exist because the society
in which we live is -divided into poor and rich, into non-European
and European. They exist because there are privileges for the few,
discrimination and harsh treatment for the nany. We women have
! will stand shoulder to shoulder with our menfolk in a comoon struggle against
rty, race and class discrimination, and the evila of the colour-bar.

yk - JAs members of the National Liberatcry movements and Trade Unions,
a in ana through our various orgamaat ions, we march forward with Our
1 U* J OQor/tf/vf men in the struggle for liberation and the defenee of the workiiv
ra-ple. Ve pledge ourselves to keep high the banwr of equality,
m~Aty and liberty. As women there reals upon ua also the burden of removing **r™
m iety all the social differencea developed in paat times between men and wom™r.
i'n have the effect of keeping our sex in a position of inferiority and #aborcinati.
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There waa o tiM in the Afriosn aooiety when _very nun reachln* «err «e
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