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The History 

Klwlitshwcoc lies at Tswenyane. nodb.~ 
of moJcm ZeetusL Tho .site wu originally 
occupied by stone ago hunler~gaJheren. An 
·abundaoce of stone Oakes and tools lie 
6C4.ltered across tho area. 

By 1500 A.O. it bad become one of the bases 
of the Bahurutshe. an iron age culture whose 
influence gradually expanded until, by lhe late 
Scvaiteenth Centwy, Kfwlitshwcoc was the 
recognised capital of the region. 

The Rev. John ~pbeU was the first 
Eu.ropcaa to visit the site. Ho found a city of 
mo.re than 20 000 po0I?lo spxawling across the 
Tsweoyano hiUs - the biggest wban 
coocentratio11 in southern Africa outside Cape 
Town el that moment. Tb& kiJlg•s residence . 
looked from thc,summil of a hill across the 
plains which roll today to the Botswana 
border. 

-I 

Campbell faithfully describes Ibo city and its 
surroundings, in tho recotd he kept of his 
travtls. · ~ 

In 1823 di.sastu struck Khaditshweno. The 
MantaJisi people, fleeing from tho ,avages of 
the Difaqao& (Mfecaoe), struck at (he city and 
burnt it to the ground. A year later Moffii.tt 
travelled through the. area aod found it 
deserted. · · 

The location ·or what was once a proud city 
was quickly forgotten and Ibo problem of 
finding tho exact site has nicently become a 
minor controversy. \Ve are proud to be part 
of the debate. 

David VM Wyk: troject C.O-O~nator. 

The Project 

Tho project forms part of the Integrated 
Studies approach used at the school. The in
depth study of the Khaditshwcne &ito iovolves 
lhe students in the integration of variOWI 

disciplines and affords them the opportunity 
of learoiog more about a part of pro-colonial 
southern African history. 

The project aims to promote a better 
awareness of environmental. historical. 
geographical. biological. anthropological, 
ecological and cultural factors amongst 
studcots and lht, wider community, It has 
alttad)t enjoyed wide Jocal media cove.rage .. 

Tho fact that the actual site of Khad1tshwcne 
u disputed by respected academics allows 
students to participate in an academic debate 
of somo importance. 

The students involved are CApectcd to 
oigani.&e ~ocy aspect of the project. from 
mopping for itores, raising funds and fmd.ing 
transport to and from the s.itc, to ensuring 
Ch.at the explota.tion is conducted correctly. A 
member of av.ff acts as facilitator and project 
co-ordinator. 

Thus far the investigationhas established that 
the site is easily capable of having supported 
the 20 000 people that }(badjtshwr,no is 
mown to have housed, that the geography of 
the area ID1tches that described by early 
visitors to tho city. and that close 
investigation of artefacts found there points 
clearly to this being the site of the ancieot 
capital. 

The investigation of the site and the 
11romotion of the project coatinue .•. 

I 
I 
l · 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I . 
I i 

. .J ;.-·· ·· -·-
: 
i 
I 

I 
: 

The School 

Mmabatho mgh School is a non-racial, multi
cultural school committed to affordable 
educational excelleooe. 

In order to prepaie students to face the 
ch.allcoges of a non-racw and democratic 
society. the sclJool uses projects such as this 
to encourage per.;ona1 growth and initiative 
and the •~ility to think critically. 
. 

The multi-discipl.inuy approach as used to 
study the Khadilshweuc site is used in 
Standards S - 1 to prepaso students to oope 
with the Joint Metricul.ation Board syllabus in 
Standards 8 - 10. ·1n the 11 years since the 
school was founded, its students have 
3Chievcd ma.dc,::d success in the JMB exams. 

Tho school regards itself as a community 
resource and ha& initiated several projects 
aimed at serving tho educational and cultu.ral 
needs of the region. 

Wilb 24 nationalities ~iesented amongst the 
shweols and nine amongst the staff, no one 
set of cuJtucal nonns is aocepud as •correct•. 
Instead, respect for aDd tolerance of differing 
cultural and celigiou. values are stressed. Of 
the 530 students, roughly hnlf are boarders. 
The school is ~ucational and admits 
students from Stand.ud S. 

A now Media Centre, Library and 
Auditorium arc being .comttucted .at present 
as part of a phased' development P,iogrrunme 
funded by private sector oomparues. 'flic 
school is a member of die Southern African 

Association o'f ~jlent Sc~?°ls. 

Made: Briston: Principal 
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ll\lTRODUC r ION 
Ths- 1992 projec.~ reprP.S,:nts a concinL1:1ti,:m o.:}f OLff wr.;,-k ov~•r th~ 
i,:,reVHTIS t:-,o -.,;i:=a:-!:: . D1..L1-i1,c th.-~ J~'?l/'1,:: p.:.::1--io,j t-ie ,,~ :: re> 'for::.1_;nai:.~ 
enu1.1qi, to i,tt :· :tl.'.t thi·ou-:;n- out· pL,bli.L.ily C:c'\lllpaiyn, trie at•~enti::m CJ'f lhe 
2.·,;:l1e11?.ul0c;,1c,;i.l frc:1te1 ni.ty H1 Soutr, Atrica wt-',o are t:cnse;:iL:er.t.ly snowing 
ci great ueal ot i,1t~:ff1:'.5t in ot.:r wor k . 

ll/'= r·rc:h'e obt.aint?,-:J tne ;;.ei-vice-;; ot M,-s Caro,ni'?n Lcuw, wr,o hd;;, :ifti:!:-
one o ·f c:.. ,- ei<hi::.)its in th~ fove:· or a SLlpe;·m~.rke-t c:i2.:.n, ot f·e,-ed us I·,e1 · 
servic:~-= as a qu~!ifie?d a.i-c:hdeologist . 5t"le is in the proc~ss at seti:iri9 
lJP ,:1 cae12 1...1t c:0110~1cl '"'1,icr, wot.dd satisfy ttie requir~rn-:n!:s of both tt,~ 
SmJU, :.., t'1·1.c,:;n ,;1-cnaeologic.a. Assaciaticin a::. vJE=ll 2.s tt,e Monu,nEnts 
Council. s :,e 1·;.a ·;;; ~ so '-':;sis::ed LlS in o-r~v-iinu •...:p a b1.t.:l •:Jet: for- ""' tt-:re~ 
ye,:, r a~-., e loomi::n~ prGl;Jr a1nnie on d r--, a$ r-1 !: lpE::f u 5 tL> dr a f ;_ .;. prop(.)S-3.l in 
.-.:•;;)Qf)'~i-2.c.ivn vntr, 8wn Natit.:m~i Par;..,s to acquire '"he lar.d i.n wf"llcn t:.i!e 
n.>.ins arc.- s1.l:.uate.>o wit.!", tna ai.m of estaDlisMinq · .a (d.;rr.2 1·est?1· ·ve and 
,;,.rc:n,;eclc,c;ucal t.l",~me Pc:11'·1,., Ve 81P. hoping Lhot 11rs. Lauw vJlll i\Ssist ,s 
.in tlH? E.cc1.ffate su,-veyiny o·r tha1 site anc;! the dr::i,.,ing oi .a site plan , 

_.,...,~_ ,l\Je ao r,..::.•t foresc-:t? rn;,-~olv&s at u-,is stage bec.om1n9 i.nvolved in ='\ny 
··, P.,,,:3vat1.ons a':3 t!iL~ t.JCJcurn,~nl::ition c.nd 1nte1-prat.atior. of what:. .l5 cm l:r,e 

su1·ta;:2- ,;,.~ well as tn.:1 re-;;.~arch o-1' v,ritten c1nci oral t"t-i'C01·os wil: i..: ,::a,~p u~ 
QCt:u~ie•.1 ·fo:· tr,e fors1:ree~le -future. 

t•Je v,er'=" al::.,:, gre6t.ly r,onou,~ed tr, act cs 91..1id•.:s to t:,.., site ·tor r,,,.,o ver· y 
e1,11,,1n~nt:. pec~o.-ral1t.i.e?s i..r, l:he archaeclc,gical f1· ete: ·n1.t•,r li1 th~ pi=r;:;e:ns o f 
01". i . ;J ·c :'• !ag~s ;.,nu Or . J. '.3ec,ly 1' rom Nc1t.,d 1use1..1me ar i d U.C.L 
r ►..:;..:c~ctL•.·ely . v-Je gr<.?at"ty appr·ec · c:itecJ t.h+.:?ir <ll.dvice, and l.n ~har L.nc;i in 

, ;:l , r;;n:, · i.tr,m!!'nse : nn;,~ .. c:tr.lgc 01' tr,e subjec.::t , 

Ger,eraliy , ·'f.ir.anclc".l suppo,-t for arhc.s-olog:cal t:,,r·cJE-cts : s ver'/ ~ ... kimp :/.~\/e 
-=~e u ·,e t:or,c~::,t o·r coriservrltl.:m in a ve r y :.0l1stic s~•ns~ 1-alher t.t1c\n 111 
tt,e t, .. .;..d1t.tcmal n-?.rn.:n•J '.:iens~. Fl),- us cons=-rva•.ion doe-= net. c,nly entail 
n.;.tl.1-i-ai c...:.m~er" vac:.an t.,1.1t .il!St.) Q: culb.ll·2.l, t"1i~tor1c:2.l -: cn servrit.:.•...:n. l•Ja 
i-J,,)i..t.:.tJ llk~ le:. S:='>? r-,uw v,t? c::1n bring to o<a-at all our s kills ./:lnd knc•wi\?dg~ 
on t.he -r ielG of c:.onserv(C\tion. Jt 1~ 'fer this n?ason that ~..ie draw our 
mc;,;,rnb~rshi.p ·from .DOL _onl Y-- histcr-y-pupils--;-J:,u.t.--::-from · pupils 1-.Jho are 

-----<.::·b"'cng~ in .. -5_1-st.7G_iiact ar~•.:.:.s - a.nd ·•m?- c,ttemi:,t to see the r i?l::"v·an(..e en' ea..:..:h 
·· --· ~:..\bj°oct. to t:-,e ~r•.::.1i.1ct, how the subj:ct. cc1n adr9s:;, :3rd 1.n for-m tne 

D,-oJe•.::~ .:.1nc:l hav1 the, praject i.ntu,n c.an ini'lu.?nc.e cu:- ~'-li::•Je-.::t knowlt:'r.lge . 
F1·cim c•1..1, 1· c.;idi,,g of pr-ima,·y s-01..irt:'=? aocum•.:?nts · 1-Je · ha1S? fc1in,: for 
e~,)r:iµL(;> t11at Fr·2nch mt~siona1·1t?!~ cpeffat(;? □ in the r·e-gion ci tne si.;;e soon 
~fter it wa~ destroyed, 



Those pupil s ,,mo Clo F,€nr.:h as r1 s.ub_;'=!c:t:. had to ~-1r-ite lei:::e ,-~ to th~ 
Frencri f~mt:: a.ssy· tc..:" c.ry arid uota.!..:i tlH'! c:1rchi.v.;..l C:OC.L!me n ts pi-orJuced by 
th,;;se mi -;; s 1cnar-i.e:: ;,nd ~vill hdve to trani;.;lato i:.ne:11 for· ,_:. s 0.-1..::e oi:lt:a1T11Rd. 
·1 hc,se ~r.o (.JO S 12csw.::1na as :1 s1..1oj\:'c:'.: did i.ni:e r view<: 1•,1..:n o l d 9at1L11-L\1;snE.! 
people in our 1iiea1-ct, To,- or al ti-aui.t:1.cn s t.,~ t m19 i-.t ,-el.ate tc.> tt-·,e: ;;;:.t~. 
Set'::.1J'J-:1fl~ 1.:iL1f:·2. l ~ r.\ ls; o .,.,'.isi,d.2'.:! w:i.l:i"1 t h<=:> tr ~«:.; ~t.ion ,.; l !1Arfle,;. 1...:f r; l.!:1nts specy> 
.,:,~!;C:•ci..;:,t:ed wi.::.11 T s 1-J~n:'\ l:owT1s. r, ,-t stud1.?.n t. -£ c,::.r: triouu~ ,:1 t:ne ano 
,inim.ais, tl1e t r .r.aitic:nc1i T!::-wan.;:t tt?r·•n'!; iu1- ve1r i.0L:s i d e n ti.T'i.atl l e f-2:1L u re:. i.n 
ttH~ :tnn1:~ enc ~o~1.1res c.•f t n e n..1i.n-:,, -:\'=> w::: U i:l. '::ii u , e tr.;?CJit:.i:•na. l T~w.,.na 
te r·rn•"E, fr., r !";t11: v -:r y ,_rn:i.quG- I.Ji.vi.si ,:;,n u-f LiT"Do·., s ;:i.s,:e. A r t :!..u dent-: are 
n,,si:,onsi.l:>le fo, .. g,1-2.pnic:. s o'f tl"J~ proje=.t, 111,;1k L11g ~•1-: ui-e?s r.it p1;.:.nls, 
i,r,l.m"'i~, p ,Jts ,H:1-d<:, otr,e1· .a1-r::etacts ano f-:ob. re':>. 
Geoyr· ;.,phy student;, i.nv~stigat.ed tt,e yeol o ,.h' ot the ~1te, 1-e-.:Qrci~d the 
nei!ll"i:~l w..itcn- supply, l"iv .e :· sy~te,ll':.;, r;.:llmc-.tic cor,ditl.Oll'S dnd 
topa<;;;i-apny. 
B i.olagy !:>tL1ci1?1it-=. rnv?.sU,;iaterj tl,e r-.-ccisyst.em notir:g '-hP. present ·f-:1 1..1r, -;1 · 
and ·r ora ,nnd · cc>mpa1· i ng i.t to inventoriss ext,·e.-::ted 1'1-orr. tne accc:it.Jnt$ rJf 
e,,a. ri y r11.i.ss icna r ies. Sc:iG1n•..:.~ c:111d Chemi~try. st.1..1di:c' n ts studieo the ~cil 

- : typ~s ano t~sted slag from furnac~ features for ire or copper atter 
fi.nd.i.ng n~ farence to the~e metal~ 1n the mission acc.0L1nts. 

It 1s obv1.01..,s thcst Ol r proju•ct is ,::it immense ecucatic:m.ai ,:.al. ;_lc! as it 
a .il :1ws 1,-t : t o 11- ~ai< dovm the ~ ,-t i fic.i.e.l b,,u-1•ier-s tietv,een tl"ll? Yd1-ious:. 
suoject~ we do at schcol ~"d ~hows us the i.mpa~tant ti~~ t~~t link th~m 
t.ogei:.h;? r . rn~ pr nJE1.::-. ::.s th<:?refo,-e, a s f r:i r a~ we: ,.,.,1: coric:en1t?d a. L1r1iq1Jo: 
eo•...1catirJna l 1.11;:;;:i1~wt i_on t.-Jhic:-, l'l e would lik€ to shaP? ,-i.i.t:1 2-.! l ,:,the, 
c.r, iluren in Soutn en1 A fri.c.a . 

vJe h~ve so1Jgr, t to rnc1k~ tl"ll? . \)ro j e'-t . one whi,..:h v,oulcl br-1ng 
L'.s oi> t~ ,"3ct1ers ,;;; io<;ae r· ~o t he p1.ipilh y.1ei tev,ch, t.".J !:"1, i n Q 
-=-bo1..1t .a l.Jg,tte,- unde1· st2.ndirig of t l"',e c 1...1l t. ur·oJ tnstc.•rtcal 
oac:kgr CJl.!no· ::,t q ;.,;, · p1.1pUs. We t,.;.v~ c?,l=o sougt , t t:.J b i-e.ak 
down th~ barriers between our schoo l ana th~ wider 
c:ommuni.t y thc1l t':. »er·v&-=:, ana importar,tlt ~i=,..JJ;>.v~_ su1.1gr, t 
t_c.i __ j._o y_est.igat.G - tGQ:::th'?1"- tne~"'Q· ili: ::'.","lg- ali~e-r:,c:e - Of - UH;? • 

- ---i.mportL,n~. histo1·i1.:.::d c:.on tr ibutinn of t h is r.:0r11rn•...111 i.t ·/ 1:,:-, 
Soutt, '4 '1' ;-l(:d a:; we l<n 1..1w 1l today. F3.r,al).y we 11.:,v-=' 
i.nvesUg<?.l.:c:-d t.nr·uut:Jn ':),,:; l r,istcwy r' E:-Co:·dir,r,;i arid U i rtiL:sit·. 
1- ,;,ar.t1n,~ th':: -:,CCOLl n t s cif tniE s"i.r::m ai- i.es, t 1· <:!~er s ar1c."! '"IL1n ti? '."" S 

r1<2 c:on.::Jil".10 11 o ·r' tn-? envir-c.,nment: in 01..1r r ei;iicn ci.l th •.::.> ti.me 
o;· t h i: tH: : ~Jht o :- tht:? 8anu,L!tsr;e, ar.d hav8 a.=k-zd our~.e;lv:s 
i,oi.,, tr1i-::. •2r1v ir on!T,erit b<.? 1..:.c1me a~ U'l.'~r,:11:Jo?ci -:o5 we now f1110 2.t~ 
t o b=, o.1 n LI we r ,avE? made a ni..1m1.>~1· oT proposal$ to National 
Park s: 

Th at m,1 r puµ i1 s t:>ecume invulv eu i n a pl~~ r- t L1lor2.ng 
p r-09rom rr,f.1 concen,ing n~tur.al and cultu,-e1l r,i-...t.o,1r.::al 
c.on ::;e,· vaL i.on; 

~ 
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rADilSHWENE ?RDJECT 1992 
=-· 

That the? sit.e oi' Gad1tsriwene bF- de?clare?d a national 
mc111..11nen~, An,j c,,at 2. o,3;ne T"e-$erve ano educQ>l:i.ar.a1l 
tll~ane p.;rk be cre,i;.ted- thP.re; 

Th,:1t ..-n 1.nt1:<;;wc.ted approach be fDllowed in tt·,e.> 
tee,:;h1ng oi' co11servaciol"\, and that c.t-,ild,-en b~ 
.sllo~Jed to oisccver and te.:-.c~ th,-ou~h t.he 
l"l?dliZcHion ttlJ:,\ 1.:. th@y c1rfl? not j ,..1.st simplv 
~mply ve~els thirsting after know Je~g~ ihat 
cculo only be obt~ined ' fram adult ~ducators 
ln the class,-c,om cur,L12xc; 

Th2tt the s.cric-ol, tr,~ Pai-k: Boa1·0 and t.hi:1 M1_1seum 
snoulj 5~ek tc ~e ~ducat~a by th~ communi~y, 
ratr-1<=>r e;..ssuming that -the: community i.s just ~n 
ignorant mass r.o tie mCJ1..!ld~CJ ar.ci m21,nipul2:\ted. 

f~'=' a sc!100 ~-ie have al::.J taken t:~ese lessons ~a ht=a 1-1:. 2tnd 

~ 

t-1,a ve tri r-~~-in 0 1_1t trie old Gf f icial tnstlJr y svll~bus cat '= i:.andar· d six an d 
se,en levels .ana Mav~ introaucec d much 
mw,~ rel'::'\.:ant . c,nd interesti, Q sy!lobLtS ti:J whicti aur pL1pil:.: 
(u,d commLtni\:y c.;.n r ·elc,.te. ~•Je a,-e c:,.i.so hoping to in tluencel 
:ne rn2.;"1r1e1 j_n ~,r-,.1ch the r,i.sto,-y syll.abus is c\dapted r,auun0Uy· in Sowt d 
(4i'n.ce . 

---------- ---- - ----------- - . - .. -



.THE_GAO l rsHWENE_PHOJEC'F 

·TI'\ e i..in de r 1 y i n Q t ., em e 1 n mos t of t he de l i be ,w C\ t 1 cm s o f t h (:.) ~ ,:::, 
concerned v1ti:~1 thi:.- ·ruture oi museums in ~,outh A fr 1,.:a 1.·: 

how trc1ns1'or·m r:11..1se1..Ims to ke~p pace witl1 what is r,er·1..:e.i.v~·t:I 1: •J 
be the increas,ng democratisation o1 the wioer $OCiety. 

Museums as lll':Stitutions ar>? rc1the1- e1lien.atin\~ ic,· •.JrcJ111 .:i, .. >' 
people, th~y are exp~rienced as mysterious ~Jmcst •~cred 
places, wn ►Jr"P- you tI-'i'<lc:l softly, do nol tolIct, 811·,' ni l'l1s• 
1~ons, and speak in a whisper . The cultural objects 
~re displayed i.n lifeless fashion toi-n from th€?i1 · v1t;, ,.\1 1t_ 
oft sn 110 i sy -.::nv i ,-onmernt , indeed in the museurn, au 1. ot t 1·,e 
functional evEryday cont~xt of their use these commc~ tauls 
appear al1.e11, and would most probably o.ppea1· so mo-;;t t o 
those from whose · cultures these objects were collected. 
l~useums are tne pl~ces where the white midd~P. class 

· come to v1~w the strange ~nd mysterious objects ofth~ 
quaint trad1tional societies whose redlity h~s been 

-~ reinterp~et~d J.n the history _books~ by arch~eoluy1sts, 
.. anttH· opolot;!ists and social ?Cil?ntists, coller:tec:i, 

sterilised and objectified, pdci1ied out of the 
. vibrant noisy settinQ of their origins, pro~es9ed and 
· packayetl J.ntu an envii-onment .. t _hat the white ,nidcJle·· 
class c.3.n dic;.ieut. 

How may we 111.ake mi..,sE?ums noisy, vibrant places, l iv~cl in 
plac:es., . place.s-tl'lo.t would __ Llflite tt-:ie. objG-<.:ts of cultu,es 
with tl1e ~r~atoi~s o · c.u·1·t.1 . .n-e? Th .is is very c1ificLtlt u, 
South Africa , where while we have objectified the obJects 
of cultur2 in mu~eum displays we have denigra~~d ~"d 
trampled tt1e crP.atm·s of that culture throL1C,)h tlie 
dehumc\n,u· inq systt?m of ~"\p4'rtt,eicl . t,.Je co1.1lc! =>tc?.,:-t l> '/ r·•:in<"J V !. ll 1,J 
An'ar-theid, L,ul: ... ~'il ou1· structures still. T _eflect ApAr t11~·f.iu, 

----_-.-.._-.--.-our sC:h-oo- rs- ,- OLll"- nTfs pi -·:aTS::-ttre~ciy:yf~~-r 8fl 1.:Je 0 1.H' t i v .lf l (J 

spac:e, tho content ot suojec:ts like t1isto1·y, our J i.b,-~.r Lr:>::·. , 
gal ler l'=S <i\n-:J muss>1..Inis and c:\S individudls we a,-p, all vi.~,·v 
raca conscious, and for that mc.tt~r class cunscious. 

We bel.Lev 0 tt1at 1r1e have fo1.1nd a partial. c\ns1-1er t.o h!'? 
problem .ln tl"lil History Department of ,"lrnabatho HL\J~' Sch m.:'1. 
We have decided t~ plac€ the creators of culture Bnd 
cultur.;l ObJects a.t tl'1e centre of a uniquu p1· ojec.:t., tlH<' 
aim c-f whJch is l:c1 b1-eak dc,wn bc'l.rriers rathei- than tu E'1·1·1-,.• t : I: 

them. We h~ve identified our region and its peopl~, fruffl 
whom we draw the majority of our pupil · population as 
important h1~torical ~ubJect~, as acturs that made a 
signi ·fic.:.:1r1t c..ont,•it,ution to the complex pic:tu.r·e of 1THJ rJ ~1·11 

Soutt, 'Africa . 

As teachers we have discovered that we can best teact, aur 
'subject by being taught by the community we serve and 

the r1:?gic,n .in 1-,hich ~-Je work. We had to humble> ~•-i,-sel•1es 
,1.nd acr.:epl: th~t thH content of our l-:no11Jledge- is l..-r921,· 



irrelevant b1st tnat the s1<iils of th<? historian c:oL.dd b'-·· r.1 1.it· 
to great use . IIJe dee id1r1d to move away 1'rotn ttrn.•· c;on tent 
based s v l 1 ,, bus ·to a s k i 1 1 'ii b c:1 s e cl s y l l ti\ bus th~ L "'' o 1..1 l C1 ~ 1 •· -=· c\\ 1• •-~ 

a contr;.,nt relevc1.rit to our pupils and the com111unity. Tt1L s n(•.'\"' 
aoproacr, wt1ic:t, p1.1tb :h,;;i child ,.,_nd his a,· hl'?r exper·i enr.f? 
c, f l o c: a 1 cu 1 tu re , r e l i g i on ,. _l an g 1..1 ·a g e a. n d h i st a r y c!l t t t-. P. 

centre of CJ1ll" foci.ls ~nd widening out from tt·,~• · e . t-:-J tt1P. 
regional, the prov1ncial the national and tha 1nternatiunat 
had its roots in th~ Gaditshwane Project . 

This proje~t uniquely combined local history, the ch i ld re ns · 
1irst lc'.\ng u aqe, S~tswana, tne s k ills obtained frcm 
history, ge~graph~, science, biolooy, · art, Engl isn , 
Afr" .i,. kc'.\ens c:1r1cl FrE:?nr.~1 with inp1.1t from tt-11! wh.iLE -fa1•111i.tl':J 
communJ.ty, l'la.tional Parks, the local mus-.eum anc 
the Archaeolo~icc:11 Association of South Africa in~ nru~es~ 

. o-f total 1nte<;,lrat1on of all involved be it tha t&>.;H.:·h e•· 
. and thli' pL1piL~, thti> school and t h e cw:ini1.1nity o,- :eeo1ir•:1t y 
exclusiv~ subj~ct disciplines such as French and Setsw? n ~ , 
or seeml.r1Ql·1 s> xclu~ive peopl~ ~1.,ch as blac~ ~chool chil~1 ·pn 
and conservative ·white We s tern Transvaal farmers. 

The p1-CJJ<:ct 1r1as star·tec.J ir, 1990 by Mr . Clive Smitl·,, t h~n 
Deputy Head of l'lmabc>tt,u High Sc1·,ool .nd almost im,nediately 
involved ·tt,e cur·atCJr of the local Mafikeng M1.1seum . Mi·. 
Geo1f Phillips. M,·. Smith identified a number o1 iron ag~ 
stone r'uJ.ns related to the peak per·iod in tl1e histury 
of the 8ahurulshe people , Al~o v.nown as the 8atswaen~ng, 
tr,is community set 1.1µ their- c:~pital to~·rn on ti,~ t1"11i11 h1 Ii. ·= 
of Tswenyane, a stone walled town that rapJ.dly yr- ew in siz~ 

--------'to <ll<:;!;-Q.lliP.9.~!:.e ___ l!~823_ c\.._pop1.Ll.c>..t..1.JJn_o_t__s.om 16 1J1.'U ).)~op 1 c . 
· -----·--,.. 

1"1,e impoi-tanc.~ of t~is urban concent r ation \-.• as quic:kl•t 
re~lis~d by th~ London Mission Society, who h~d hearu 
tr-dars and bl~cks from north of the OranQ~ R1 1er r~fer 
to it . n,e1·~ h <3d b ~ en no penetratio~, or !:i<itt lem1:nL 'Jr t-hf.1 
interior by white settlers as yet and the LMS wer~ ~e~n 
to ec,st.ablJ. :, t, mission stations in the .inter-10,- ..lnc.J fCJr thi~ 
p u r pose was k ea n to a l l y t hems e 1 v es w i t h i n f l LI en t i c:1. l a n d 
stable ec.011omic: c1 n d political entities in the int~1·io1- . 
The Batlapi n whose capital was at Oithakong was one such 
community, c1ncJ ttH~ Ll"lS <?stablished the . tc1mo1.1s K 1.1, · u1nan 
Mission th~re, In 1823 the Rev~rend John C~mpbell ~as 
instruct~d to visit Gaditshwena, ~hich he did maki ng 
detailed. ncl:.es .f.l.ur-ing his ? _t __ ay con<;_erning riv':.'r s ys t12ni '=, 

. . ta'una and fl a,- ~' . ger"'ler" ~.l ... ·~eogr aphy, customs I dr e?SS, 

ag.ricull:ur~ and a·rc:hitecture. H~ also painteCi 1r.1'lue,1ti l."\I 
figures, t:he :<in9 ·s district Gaditshwene, "tt1e rainm,nkei-s 

.h,ou~e and enclosure, t11e interioi- of a hut , a.nd of too l. ~ 
and obj~cts of interest such as pots, hoes upEai- head~ 
and · a sm·e1t1ng furnace. · 


	HWS-16-18-July-1992-001
	HWS-16-18-July-1992-002
	HWS-16-18-July-1992-003
	HWS-16-18-July-1992-004
	HWS-16-18-July-1992-005
	HWS-16-18-July-1992-006
	HWS-16-18-July-1992-007

