
ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 

Australia active in national and local IYY activities

The International Youth Year Secretariat in the Department of the Prime 
Minister and Cabinet is co-ordinating Australia's efforts in International 
Youth Year.

The Federal Government allocated 800,000 Australian dollars ($A) to State 
and Territory Governments in 1984/85 for local-level projects, promotion and 
publicity. Combined with the funds contributed by State and Territory 
Governments, this allocation is having a significant impact at the local level.

Australia has also supported a series of significant national projects. 
International Youth Year funds administered through the Programme of Assistance 
to Youth Organizations have assisted a number of major non-government youth 
organizations with specific IYY projects. $A 100,000 was provided to support 
a series of youth arts festivals in capital cities. With the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation, Penguin Books and the Literature Board of the 
Australia Council, the IYY National Secretariat has developed the Australian 
Young Writer's Project to encourage young Australians* literary talents. An 
important Community Employment Programme working with groups of disadvantaged 
young people has been undertaken. At the international level, a major new 
skills exchange project has been developed with China.

For further information, contact: National IYY Co-ordinating Committee, 
Secretariat, Office of Youth Affairs, Department of the Prime Minister and 
Cabinet, Edmund Barton Building, Barton, ACT 2600, Australia.

Family Planning Association of Bangladesh develops youth programme

The Family Planning Association of Bangladesh has developed its own IYY 
programme of action. Since November 1984, the Family Planning Association has 
initiated various activities throughout Bangladesh such as the establishment 
of steering committees for IYY in each district branch, meetings involving 
youth leaders from different voluntary youth clubs, the printing of IYY 
posters, media coverage, the publication of a special youth magazine, and the 
launching of a youth rally. In July 1985 a three-day workshop was organized 
to review the existing youth programme, exchange experience and to identify 
the needs of young people. Sixty youth representatives from the 20 districts 
of Bangladesh participated in this workshop.

For further information, contact: Mr. Khalequez-Zaman, Youth Programme 
Officer, Family Planning Association of Bangladesh, 2 Naya Paltan, Dhaka 2, 
Bangladesh.

Monthly youth themes in Cook Islands

A number of major activities have been planned throughout 1985 to 
celebrate IYY in the Cook Islands. A different theme has been chosen for each 
month around which workshops, counselling programmes, festivals and discussions 
have been organized. Co-ordinating committees have been set up for each 
individual island, with the Youth Division in the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
acting as the overall co-ordinator. In the month of January the theme was 
"Youth and the church". The church is regarded as an integral part of the 
development of young people in the Cook Islands, hence a panel of churchmen 
was set up to answer the challenges of the Islands* youth. In February the 
theme turned to "Youth in the home", followed by "Youth and education",



"Employment”, "Environmental pressures" and "Social problems". July has been 
a month of culture, dance and creativity. "Sports", "Health", "The Community" 
and "Development" are to follow, winding up with "Youth and the Future" in 
December. In the light of what has been achieved during IYY, further planning 
will be carried out to decide the aims and actions of the young people in the 
Cook Islands in the future.

For further information, contact: Youth Division, Ministry of Internal 
Affairs, Rarotonga, Cook Islands.

Summer camp for Hong Kong and Macao youth

A summer camp was held at Bangchui Island, Daliun, in the People’s 
Republic of China from 16 to 24 July 1985. About 100 young people from Hong 
Kong and Macao participated in summer camp activities. The summer camp was 
jointly organized by the All-China Youth Federation and the All-China Student 
Federation. The summer camp was one of a series and included tours, visits to 
factories, suburbs and schools. Sporting and cultural events were also held.

For further information, contact: All-China Youth Federation, No. 18, 
Quanmen Dongdajie, Beijing, China.

International Youth Year Festival held in Karazawa. Japan

In celebration of the International Youth Year the Ishikawa International 
Youth Festival was held in Karazawa City, Japan from 24 to 27 August 1985.
One hundred and thirty foreign young people from 13 nations attended in 
addition to approximately 2,000 young Japanese.

The main event of the Festival was the Karazawa Declaration Symposium 
which discussed the theme, "What should youth do now to make the twenty first 
century hopeful?" Summing up the discussion and decisions, the resulting 
Karazawa Declaration stated that:

"International co-operation is essential to solve the serious problems in 
an increasingly interdependent world. Considering that this can be 
achieved only on the basis of profound mutual understanding among all 
nations, we, the youth must make every effort to promote mutual 
understanding through international exchange and the recognition of our 
responsibility and tasks as members of our global society. We declare 
here that we shall take an active role in clarifying and solving the 
problems we are facing today to bring the world everlasting peace."

For further information, contact: Mr. Shungo Kawanishi, Chairman, 
Kanazawa Declaration Symposium, Ishikawa International Youth Festival, 
Kanazawa, Japan.

Sound development of youth planned in the Republic of Korea

The Republic of Korea has placed top priority on the sound development of 
young people and is implementing comprehensive measures to this end.

The National Council for Youth Affairs (NCYA) has the following 
objectives: to plan comprehensive measures for youth affairs; to co-ordinate 
the youth-related policies of various ministries; to deliberate matters 
related to the construction and management of youth facilities; to develop 
youth organizations; and to enhance international exchanges of young people.
In addition, a Commission for Youth Affairs (CYA) was created in January 1985



to carry out IYY activities. The CYA, which is attached to the Office of the 
Prime Minister, functions as an executive committee for the NCYA. The 
Secretary-General of the NCYA acts as commissioner of the CYA and the 
Assistant Minister for Youth Affairs in the Prime Minister's Office holds this 
position. Its activities are to plan, co-ordinate and control the youth- 
related policies at various levels, and to survey and study youth affairs.

Celebrating May each year as the "Month of youth", the Government of the 
Republic of Korea and youth organizations held more than 40 events this year 
ranging from sports activities to art performances. These IYY events coincided 
with a change in the emphasis of youth policies (focusing on the development 
of a healthy youth culture) and a shift in the co-ordinating function for 
youth affairs from the Ministry of Education to the Office of the Prime 
Minister. National-level projects are being co-ordinated and implemented for 
IYY by the Commission for Youth Affairs in the Prime Minister's Office 
including the enactment of a Youth Development Act. Local-level projects are 
also being carried out in 13 provinces under the supervision of the Regional 
Council for Youth Affairs including the construction of a youth welfare house.

For further information, contact: National Council for Youth, Non-formal 
and Vocational Education Bureau, Ministry of Education, Seoul 110, Republic of 
Korea.

Nepal: youth and public communication

Under the direction of the IYY National Co-ordinating Committee, IYY in 
Nepal is well under way. In August 1985, His Royal Highness Prince Dhirendra 
Bir Bikram Shah, Chairman of the IYY National Committee of Nepal, inaugurated 
the one-week-long youth seminar-cum-workshop on public information organized 
by the Nepal Press Institute in co-operation with the IYY National Committee 
of Nepal. The seminar highlighted the role of public communications in 
spreading news of IYY activities to different parts of the country. Partici
pants represented more than 40 organizations from the Government and non
governmental sectors.

At the tenth IYY Executive Committee meeting held in August, the 
Committee also discussed a study on the situation of youth in Nepal. This 
study is to be completed by mid-August 1986. Recent IYY activities include 
the inauguration of youth camps, increasing contribution to the Youth Service 
Fund and the organization of training courses and a youth volunteer programme.

For further information, contact: IYY National Committee of Nepal 
Secretariat, Mahendra Youth Hostel, Jawalakhel, Lalitpur, Nepal.

United Nations Association in Sri Lanka organizes IYY exhibitions

The United Nations Association in Sri Lanka has initiated numerous 
activities for International Youth Year. Among the activities being planned 
for the Year in 1985 are: distribution of 300 world maps to selected 
secondary schools in 23 regional educational districts throughout the country 
which conduct post-primary classes (age group 10-18); the holding of an Art 
Exhibition of prize winners of the first, second and third Kanagawa World 
Child Art Biennial in Colombo at the National Art Gallery in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Regional Development; and the holding of a one-man 
exhibition of paintings and posters related to IYY, prepared and presented by 
a young artist.



For further information, contact: United Nations Association (Sri Lanka), 
National Secretariat General, Thirty nine upon one, Cyril Jansz Mawatha, 
Panadura, Sri Lanka.

Thailand forges ahead with IYY

To celebrate the International Youth Year 1985, the National Committee 
for the International Youth Year, chaired by the Minister responsible to the 
Prime Minister's Office for youth affairs, has approved 15 specific programmes 
and activities to be implemented during the year 1985, among which are: 
evaluation of policy and a long-term plan for youth development; collection 
and analysis of data on youth development; campaign for national tree 
planting; literacy campaign for youth; television programmes for youth; youth 
service to society and community; seminar on the role of youth in the national 
economic development; and establishment of a Youth Development Fund. In 
addition, the Government of Thailand will issue IYY commemorative coins and 
postage stamps and the National Committee for the International Youth Year 
will propose to the Government of Thailand the establishment of a National 
Youth Day. The Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) had agreed 
that each ASEAN member country should co-operatively carry out IYY programmes 
at the regional level and Thailand has been assigned to carry out an ASEAN 
Youth Productivity Festival which will be held from 25 October to 3 November 1985. 
The Festival will include seminars, exhibitions and study tours on youth 
products in various fields such as handicrafts, agriculture, industry and 
commerce. Thailand will organize an international youth photographic contest 
for young people aged up to 25 years and the general public aged over 25 years.
The contest is being held from March to November 1985. The subject matter is 
restricted to the theme of the International Youth Year: Participation, 
Development, Peace.

For further information, contact: National Committee for International 
Youth Year 1985, National Youth Bureau, National Stadium, Rama 1 Road, Bangkok 
10500, Thailand.

EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA

Austrian National Committee for the International Youth Year 
carries out programme for IYY

The Austrian National Committee for the IYY has organized four major 
events to mark the year. A Seminar on Fascism and War took place in April 
1985. A Symposium on Youth and Technological Development took place in 
September in the form of a discussion by young people with officials and 
experts on the opportunities that the future might hold for youth. A 
discussion with the Minister of Foreign Affairs by the representatives of 
youth movements and the Austrian Peace Movement will be held on 9 November 1985 
in Vienna entitled "I participate in our foreign policy".

For further information, please contact: Frau Bundesminister Gertrude 
Frohlich-Sandner, Oesterreichisches Nationalkomitee zum Internationalen Jahr 
der Jugend 1985, Bundesministerium fur Familie, Jugend und Konsumentenschutz, 
Himmelpfortgasse 9, A-1010 Wien, Austria.



Bulgaria concentrates on the potential of youth

The Government of Bulgaria has initiated many different activities for 
the benefit of young people during International Youth Year. A National 
Co-ordinating Committee for IYY in Bulgaria was set up in 1984 and an expert 
group meeting on "Children's transition to youth: the implications for social 
welfare policies" was organized in co-operation with the United Nations Centre 
for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs in May 1985. Bulgaria will 
also host the World Exhibition of the Achievements of Young Inventors in 
co-operation with the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) to be 
held at Plovdiv from 4 to 30 November 1985. The Exhibition is being organized 
jointly with the World Intellectual Property Organization. It will take place 
under the auspices of H.E. Mr. Todor Zhivkov, President of the State Council 
of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria and Arpad Bogsch, Director General of 
WIPO. The main objectives of the Exhibition are (a) to demonstrate the 
achievements and the increasing role of young people in the present and future 
development of human progress; (b) to create a close relationship among young 
inventors uniting them around the ideas of peace and creative co-operation for 
the benefit of humanity; (c) to contribute to the popularization and 
application of ingenious technical achievements of the young people of the 
world; and (d) to give recognition and present awards.

For further information, contact: Dimitrov Young Communist League,
Central Committee, 11 Stramboliiski Boulevard, 1040 Sofia, Bulgaria.

France develops national themes for action in 
International Youth Year

The National Co-ordinating Committee in France is composed of representa
tives of Government ministries, youth organizations and specialized agencies 
directly concerned with the situation of youth. The Committee is presided 
over by the Minister of Youth and secretariat functions are provided by a 
co-ordinating body of youth organizations. The Committee has established a 
national theme of action, calling for concrete measures to address the 
problems of youth and not for mere celebrations or festive events during 1985.

At the international level, France is participating in various activities, 
certain of which it has sponsored or initiated. Among these are a European 
colloquium on information structures for youth, held at Marly-le-Roi in April 
1985; the European Youth Week, hosted at Strasbourg in July 1985; the 
Conference of European Youth Ministers, to be hosted by the Government of 
France at Strasbourg in November 1985; and the first "Cultural and Sports 
Games of French-speaking Countries", planned to be held during 1985 in the 
Ivory Coast.

Federal Republic of Germany: rural youth-work seminar

Organized by the Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Forestry of 
the Federal Republic of Germany, under the sponsorship of the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization, the 13th International Seminar for the 
promotion of Rural Youth Work is to be held from 6 to 25 July 1986 at the 
Training Centre of the Bavarian Farmers' Union, Munich.

The Seminar is designed for leaders working in national, regional or 
local rural youth organizations or private bodies which have responsibility 
for the conduct of rural youth work. Seminar projects come under the theme



"the planning, developing and managing of rural youth work" and cover analysis 
of area problems, the planning, organizing and leading of rural youth groups, 
methods of group work and the planning and organization of rural youth 
functions.

Further information can be obtained from: Bundesministerium fur 
Ernahrung, Landwirtschaft and Forste, Referat 512, Postfach 140270, D-5300 
Bonn 1.

Italy: need for co-ordination of youth policy

The National Association of Italian City Councils, in co-operation with 
the Italian Committee for the International Youth Year and the Bologna City 
Council, plans to organize a European Conference on Institutional Patterns of 
Youth Policy from 30 October to 1 November 1985. Discussions will focus on 
the need for co-ordination of youth policies at the national level. 
Representatives from European countries such as France, Germany, Federal 
Republic of, the Netherlands, the Scandinavian countries, Spain and the 
United Kingdom will be able to exchange information and experiences about 
institutional forms of youth policy.

For further information, contact: Ufficio Decentramento Commune di 
Bologna, Piazza Maggiore 6, 40121 Bologna, Italy.

Netherlands develops project for school leavers

The Netherlands Centre for Unemployment is developing a "three-month- 
look-around" project based on practical experience that would offer school 
leavers the possibility of finding paid or alternative work independently in 
their own environment. In the operational framework, particular attention is 
given to thematically-based activities for young people without work whose 
level of education does not extend beyond lower vocational and secondary 
modern schools.

The activities will be of a maximum duration of 13 weeks, will be 
applicable to all work situations and all groups of society, will provide 
self-development through experience in various circumstances and will ensure a 
smooth transition from school to work. Their aim is to stimulate young people 
to take initiatives on their own, which would lead to them getting paid jobs 
or finding alternative work.

For further information, write to: Nederlands centrum voor werklossheids 
vraagstakken, Postbus 85, 3980 Bunnik, John F. Kennedy laan 101, 3981 8B 
Bunnick-Utrecht.

Poland: seminars, festivals and camps for International Youth Year

The National Committee for the Observance of the International Youth Year 
in Poland is composed of 58 members representing ministries working with 
youth, political parties, youth and social organizations, as well as famous 
sports personalities, actors and youth workers. The Committee has elected 
from its members a Chairman and a nine-person Presidium whose task is to 
co-ordinate IYY activities in Poland. A calendar has been produced of 
international events which will be held in Poland during 1985 under the 
auspices of the Polish co-ordinating committee. These include a round-table



meeting on disarmament; days of sport and friendship; a seminar on "Forty 
years of the United Nations: accomplishments and perspectives"; the Fifth 
International Song and Dance Festival of Foreign Students in Poland; a Red 
Cross youth camp for European countries, the United States and Canada; a 
conference on the views of adults and youth on education; an international 
peace camp; and a conference of young co-operative members.

For further information, contact: Polish Committee for the Observance of 
the International Youth Year, Council of Ministers, ul. Krakowskie 
Przedmiescie 46/48, 00-325 Warsaw, Poland.

Romania: International Conference of National Co-ordinating Committees

The International Conference of National Co-ordinating Committees for 
International Youth Year was held at Bucharest, Romania from 3-6 September 1985 
under the sponsorship of the Romanian National Committee for the International 
Youth Year. The Conference provided a forum for the exchange of national 
experiences on preparations for IYY, progress achieved in the implementation 
of national plans and programmes and suggestions for follow-up activities in 
the field of youth after 1985. The Conference was attended by the representa
tives of the National Co-ordinating Committees of 65 countries, as well as 
observers from some other countries and from the United Nations system. The 
Conference adopted a joint statement, as an appeal to Governments, to youth 
all over the world, and to the United Nations and its specialized agencies, 
which called upon the General Assembly to secure the continuation of 
activities in the field of youth after 1985; welcomed the Guidelines for 
Further Planning and Suitable Follow-up in the Field of Youth; believed that 
the continuation of National Co-ordinating Committees for the IYY after 1985 
should be considered; and expressed its satisfaction with the preparations and 
observance of International Youth Year.

For further information, contact: Comitetul National Roman pentru Anul 
International al Tineretului, Calea Victoriei 120, 70179 Bucuresti ler,
Romania.

New Youth Exchange Centre formed in London

Members of staff from the British Council and the Central Bureau for 
Educational Visits and Exchanges have joined together to form one unit, the 
Youth Exchange Centre (YEC) with headquarters in London. The YEC seeks to 
promote visits and exchanges which aim at both internationalism (the involve
ment of young people living in the United Kingdom with their contemporaries 
from other countries) and youth work (the social and cultural development of 
young people involved in voluntary activity). The YEC administers central 
funds for grants for youth exchanges, acts as a national information and 
training resource on international youth exchanges and operates a number of 
projects directly.

For further information, write to: Youth Exchange Centre, Seymour Mews, 
London WIH 9PE, United Kingdom.

United States Information Agency promotes youth exchange

The United States Information Agency continues to place growing 
importance on promoting knowledge of American society, culture and values 
among the world’s young people through new and expanded initiatives. The



Agency's youth-related activities are diverse. One of the most significant 
developments has been the boost given to the Agency's youth activities as a 
result of the President's International Youth Exchange Initiative, a three- 
year effort which ended in May 1985 and promoted over 19,000 new youth 
exchanges. Under this initiative, the agency's International Youth Exchange 
Programme has grown, made changes, and taken root.

One trend is toward shorter-term exchanges and exchanges other than the 
traditional one-year high school stays, although the year-long high school 
exchange is still a major feature. Another trend is towards the expansion of 
exchange activities with countries where exchanges had not been arranged 
previously. While the first phase of the youth exchange effort in 1983 
concentrated on exchanges between the United States and Canada, France, 
Germany, the Federal Republic of, Italy, Japan and the United Kingdom, this is 
no longer the case. During the last two years, exchanges with Botswana,
Israel, Jordan, Kenya, Thailand, and other countries have taken place or are 
being planned.

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 

Argentina: the present and the future

The meeting on Policies and Strategies to Promote Youth Participation in 
Latin America was held at Buenos Aires, Argentina from 26-28 June 1985. 
Organized by the National Co-ordinating Committee for the International Youth 
Year in Argentina and the Ministry of Health and Social Action, the meeting 
was held in co-operation with the Economic Commission for Latin America and 
the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs. The participants represented many Latin American countries and 
international youth organizations. The objectives of the meeting were to 
analyse the situation of youth and to formulate recommendations to Latin 
American Governments, specialized agencies and non-governmental institutions 
on policies and strategies to promote effective youth participation. In this 
meeting, national case studies were presented and the following items were 
discussed:

(a) Youth employment, unemployment and under-employment;

(b) Leisure time;

(c) Violence, juvenile delinquency and drug addiction;

(d) Formation and training for youth at the governmental level.

The national and international experts concluded that young people are 
the present and the future and that their participation is an essential 
component in planning for the achievement of positive changes in society.

Brazil: International Youth Year symposium

The National Commission for International Youth Year in Brazil has
endeavoured to bring the needs and aspirations of young people to the 
attention of the general public with a view to assisting in the formulation of 
effective youth policies.

As a part of the Commission's programme for IYY, a national Symposium on 
Education and Youth Employment was held at Brasilia, from 2-6 September 1985. 
Organized by the Ministries of Education, Labour and Social Affairs, the



Planning Secretary of the Presidency of the Republic, and in co-operation with 
organizations of the United Nations system, the Symposium was intended to 
assist the Commission in proposing policies in the education, employment and 
social-welfare sectors.

Participants in the Symposium included experts and representatives of 
governmental bodies, non-governmental and youth organizations. Among the 
objectives of the Symposium were to discuss the relationship between education 
and youth employment; to analyse the training of young teachers for basic 
education; to evaluate existing legal guidelines relating to employment; to 
examine the employment market for young people; to analyse the various 
agencies outside the school system which deal with youth; and to present and 
analyse concrete proposals for youth employment and education.

For further information, contact: National Commission for the 
International Youth Year, Ministry of Education, Brasilia, Brazil.

Orientation for future youth policies

The Second Latin American and Caribbean Regional Meeting for the Inter
national Youth Year, organized by the Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean, was held in Montevideo, Uruguay, from 26-30 August 1985. 
Representatives from Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, France, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Portugal, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Spain, 
Trinidad and Tobago, United States of America, Uruguay and Venezuela 
attended. Several intergovernmental organizations as well as United Nations 
agencies also sent representatives.

The aim of the Regional Meeting was (a) to assess the implementation of 
the Regional Plan of Action for Latin America and the Caribbean for the IYY; 
and (b) to examine the Guidelines for Further Planning and Suitable Follow-up 
in the Field of Youth, which were elaborated by the Advisory Committee for the 
IYY. A final report was endorsed by the participants at the end of the 
Meeting.

The Meeting adopted by consensus the Policies to Complement the Regional 
Plan of Action for Latin America and the Caribbean for the International Youth 
Year. The Meeting also adopted by consensus resolutions on solidarity with 
the efforts to achieve peace in Central America that are being made by the 
Contadora Group and the Lima Support Group; a Latin American and Caribbean 
youth decade; measures for eliminating drug traffic; and problems of youth in 
Caribbean-island developing countries.

For further information, write to: Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean, Edifico Naciones Unidas, Avenida Dag Hammarskjold, Casilla 
179 D, Santiago, Chile.

Centros de Integracion Juvenil: Focus on young drug addicts

The Centros de Integracion Juvenil (CIJ) in Mexico has implemented a 
number of activities in observance of the IYY. A study on the "Social thought 
of the adolescent drug addict" is being undertaken among the young people who 
attend at the CIJ's local centres. Five areas are being investigated through 
this study: education, employment, health, politics and economy. It is 
intended to compare the information and the position young drug addicts have



in relation to each of these areas with that found in non-drug addict 
subjects. The final report on this investigation will be published in a 
monograph which will cover the following themes: youth participation in 
health promotion; drug-addiction prevention among young people; treatment for 
young drug addicts. The final report will also include an annotated 
bibliography on youth and drugs.

CIJ is also participating in the programme of activities established by 
the International Youth Year National Co-ordination Committee in Mexico, 
within which the Consejo Nacional de Recursos para la Atencion de la Juventud 
was designated as the Executive Secretariat.

For further information: Centros de Integracion Juvenil, Information and 
Interchange Department, Jose Ma. Olloqui No. 48, Col. del Valle, Deleg. Benito 
Juarez, 03100 Mexico, D.F., Mexico.

Dominican Republic creates Interinstitutional Commission for the IYY

The Dominican Scouts have recently created the Interinstitutional 
Commission for the IYY which brings together, under its chairmanship,
13 organizations working in the field of youth in the Dominican Republic.

The objectives of this Commission are (a) to initiate IYY activities;
(b) to encourage youth organizations of the country to play an active role in 
the many aspects of the development of their respective localities; (c) to 
encourage youth organizations of the country to carry out a Programme of 
Activities related to youth; (d) to encourage the co-ordination and exchange 
of resources and of experiences among youth organizations in order to unify 
efforts in favour of the development of the country; and (e) to provide 
adequate support for the development of youth organizations’ activities. 
Activities already carried out include a Youth Fair organized between 30 June 
and 5 July and youth working-camps from June to September.

For further information, write to: Inter-American Scout Committee, 
Apartado 10297, San Jose 1000, Costa Rica.

Honduran Scouts plan Central America Scout Jamboree

To celebrate International Youth Year, a Central American Scout Jamboree 
is planned from 11 to 18 December 1985 at the National Training Ground of the 
Scout Association of Honduras. The Organizing Committee, led by the Honduras 
Scout Association, has proposed the following main activities: special 
opening and closing ceremonies, camp activities involving scouting skills, 
community service projects, Central American scout fair etc. Scouts from at 
least 10 countries in the region are expected to take part.

For further information, contact: the National Scout Office (for those 
countries which have confirmed their attendance) or Jamboree Secretary, 
Honduras National Scout Association, Col. Ruben Dario, frente a Bodegas de 
Aldesa, detras de Ashonplaza, Tegucigalpa D.C., Honduras C.A.

Jamaica’s National Co-ordinatinR Committee continues 
comprehensive programme for IYY

In keeping with the potential of IYY to make an impact on the attitudes 
and morale of young people, to motivate them and create more positive 
attitudes, a comprehensive programme of activities is being implemented by the 
Jamaican National Co-ordinating Committee.



A thematic approach has been adopted to the celebration, emphasizing 
various areas of youth interest and activities each month. The month of June 
featured a national symposium on culture; a craft exhibition and a photography 
exhibition. The month of July featured sports activities and the month of 
August emphasized youth-camp activities.

It is hoped that 1985 will not only be the actual year of observance, but 
will also be a time for the evaluation of achievements in the period 1983 to 
1985, which in turn will serve as the basis for the evaluation of long-term 
objectives. A major hope is that the celebration of IYY in 1985 will lead to 
permanent improvement in the situation of young people in Jamaica.

For further information, contact: Jamaican National Co-ordinating 
Committee on IYY, Ministry of Youth and Community Development, 5th Floor, 
Office Centre, 12 Ocean Boulevard, Kingston Mall, Jamaica.

Mexican centre promotes adolescent programmes

The Centro de Orientacion para Adolescentes in Mexico has launched a 
regional newsletter, Adolescencia y Juventud. which is being distributed 
throughout Latin America. The Centre is also organizing the first 
international meeting on Sexual and Reproductive Health for Adolescents and 
Young Adults from 9-12 December in Mexico City. The collaborating agencies 
are Social Security (IMSS) and the Mexican Academy of Medical Demography.

(Extracted from IPFF, Open File, August 1985, p. 40)

WESTERN ASIA 

Bahrain: work-camps and media coverage of IYY

The National Co-ordinating Committee in Bahrain has carried out various 
programmes and activities within the context of IYY in 1985. Many work-camps 
for young people and scouts were held in 1985 and these included educational, 
social and sports programmes. A field study on youth and drug abuse has been 
initiated. Other plans include a television documentary on IYY, publication 
of a brochure on IYY, and a work-camp on the theme of environmental protection

For further information, contact: Bahrain National Co-ordinating 
Committee for the International Youth Year, Sh. Daij Road, (P.O. Box 5489), 
Gudibiya, Manama, Bahrain.

The Egyptian Girl Guides Association observes IYY

The Egyptian Girl Guides Association has been observing IYY by organizing 
various seminars on the problems confronting youth. Among the events 
organized was a Girl Guides’ summer camp from 7-14 July 1985. At the camp, 
Girl Guides discussed the themes of IYY and formed a Youth Committee. Another 
activity initiated by the Egyptian Girl Guides Association was the holding of 
an IYY youth seminar at Al-Azhar University, the Islamic university in Cairo.



United Nations and the League of Arab States hold 
sectoral meeting; on social development in Jordan

With the co-operation of the Ministry of Labour and Social Development of 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, a meeting was organized by the General 
Secretariat of the League of Arab States in Amman, Jordan, from 19 to 
21 August 1985. Representatives from Arab intergovernmental organizations and 
the United Nations system attended.

The meeting provided a general opportunity to discuss development issues 
in the Arab world. The specific purpose of this meeting was to discuss 
methods of co-operation and joint projects between Arab League organizations 
and agencies and bodies of the United Nations system. One of the main agenda 
items was "Joint assistance in the field of youth on the occasion of 
International Youth Year". In this connection, participants considered a 
number of proposals aimed at extending and intensifying co-operation between 
the United Nations system and the Secretariat of the League of Arab States in 
translating the Arab policy for youth into a plan of action. Such co
operation was viewed as consistent with the long-term plan of action for the 
follow-up of IYY. Specific proposals included providing advice and 
information on youth matters, provision of experts and assistance in the 
preparation of specialized working papers on the issues, needs and problems of 
Arab youth. It was emphasized that the Arab policy toward youth should cover 
all major problems including unemployment, school leavers, the generation gap, 
alienation and drug addiction.

It was pointed out that the services of the United Nations interregional 
adviser on youth were available. In addition, organizations of the United 
Nations system concerned with youth issues were prepared to respond positively 
to the proposals of the League of Arab States. Finally, the meeting 
recommended that specific proposals be forwarded by the League to the United 
Nations Secretariat for appropriate action.

For further information, contact: League of Arab States, Tunis, Tunisia.

Early International Youth Year start for Qatar

The High Committee for the Preparation of International Youth Year was 
created in 1982 by decree of the Vice-Chairman of the Supreme Youth Council.
It includes representatives from the Ministries of Social Affairs and Labour, 
Information, Interior, Education, Defence, Foreign Affairs, and Health as well 
as from Qatar University, the Qatar Red Crescent Society, and the Qatar Boy 
Scouts Association. It is chaired by Sheikh Mohamed bin Eid Al-Thani, the 
Secretary-General of the Supreme Youth Council. The High Committee meets at 
least once every two months and the sub-committees at least once every two 
weeks.

The High Committee requested its member institutions to submit their 
suggestions for IYY. These suggestions were regrouped under four main 
headings and a sub-committee was formed to deal with each area. The four 
areas are: sport activities; cultural, social and artistic activities; 
technical affairs; and information and public relations.

The programmes established on the basis of the suggestions made have been 
scheduled over a period of three years (1983-1985) and are being implemented 
under the supervision of the Committee. Much has already been accomplished



and various ongoing programmes will culminate in special events in 1985: 
sports and cultural competitions and festivals, national and international 
work-camps, art exhibitions, special publications and broadcasts. It is 
expected that these activities will promote the recognition of the role of 
young people in these areas and help further develop their contribution.

For further information, contact: The Committee of the International 
Youth Year 1985, Al-Saad Street, P.O. Box 2511, Doha, Qatar.



YOUTH AND EMPLOYMENT*

Action to improve youth employment 

Governments

Trends in apprenticeship

Switzerland

The Office of Vocational Guidance and Information of Geneva has made 
public the report of its activities for 1984. In 1984, the number of 
apprentices in enterprises decreased slightly from 6,375 to 6,331 after five 
years of uninterrupted increase. Between 1978 and 1983, the number of 
apprentices increased 22.5 per cent, from 5,206 to 6,375. The number of new 
contracts remained stable as did the number of young people in public education 
beyond compulsory schooling. The number of places offered to apprentices was 
2,370, and 2,291 candidates were placed. Construction trades, metallurgy, the 
hotel business and restaurants continued to have difficulty in recruiting 
apprentices, while more young people were opting for occupations in the 
service sectors such as commerce, secretarial work and sales. The number of 
young people entering apprenticeship directly after schooling is decreasing, 
and the average age of the apprentice is sixteen and a half. At present 
43 per cent of the apprentices are girls.

("Les jeunes preferent le commerce et les bureaux", Journal de Geneve,
11 April 1985)

Young people talk about work

Switzerland

The Federal Youth Commission has published a collection of interviews on 
the opinions young people have about work. The Commission has aimed to avoid 
ready-made solutions to youth problems and to stir up reflection and debate. 
The booklet concentrates on a discussion with twelve apprentices and young 
employees in different parts of Switzerland. The report has been prepared 
with assistance from the Prognos Foundation, the Gottlieb Duttweiler Institute 
and the Union of Swiss Trade Unions. The young people interviewed thought it 
important to earn a living but they prefer to do interesting work. They think 
that professional success is less important than good social relations and 
emotional satisfaction. Many want independent work and participation in 
decision-making at their place of work. Most think that their work should 
make use of their knowledge and lead to commitment.

("Le travail pour les jeunes: pas seulement un gagne-pain", Journal de 
Geneve, 20 February 1985)

^Because of the substantial problem of youth unemployment in most 
countries, the Youth Information Bulletin has for some years been devoting a 
special section to youth unemployment. Most of the material is prepared by 
Dorothea E. Woods.



The pattern and distribution of employment

United Kingdom

The Government has published a White Paper, The Challenge for the Nation, 
on stimulating employment. The White Paper reviews the changing pattern and 
distribution of employment in Britain, describes the need for the whole 
community to respond to change, admits that the Government has a role, and 
lists eighty achievements of the Government since 1979 in creating a sound 
financial framework and improving the working of markets including the labour 
market. The chosen instruments for removing the rigidities of the labour 
market are reform of the wage-councils system and relaxation of the employment- 
protection laws which ministers believe make employers reluctant to recruit 
staff.

The Government proposes, in partnership with industry, to expand the 
Youth Training Scheme providing for 16-year olds to have two years of training 
leading to a recognized vocational qualification. It plans to provide
2.5 million pounds for more in-service training of teachers to help them 
prepare their pupils better for working life. It will help increase the 
output of university graduates in the subjects most needed for high-technology 
industry and it will increase the Community Programme for the long-term 
unemployed by 100,000 places.

("Unemployment White Paper: Employers and workers must help create 
jobs", The Times. 29 March 1985)

Career-planning skills for young women 

United States of America

The Women’s Bureau has prepared a revised curriculum for teaching 
career-planning skills to young women. The guide, Women in Non-Traditional 
Careers, provides lesson plans, activities and materials that help young women 
understand the need to make realistic and informed career choices. The guide 
can be used in school systems, employment and training programmes, and youth 
and community-based organizations. The Women's Bureau sponsored a conference 
to focus attention on the need to institutionalize career planning in high 
schools.

(YWCA Interchange, (New York) vol. 12, No. 1 (January-February 1985))

Inter-governmental organizations

The world situation regarding youth employment and unemployment 

European Economic Community

The statistical office of the European Economic Community (EEC),
Eurostat, stated that at the end of January 1985, 12 per cent of the active 
population in the EEC was unemployed. The unemployment rate was 2 per cent in 
1970. There were 5.1 million unemployed young people in EEC countries at the 
end of December 1984.

("Chomage record en Europe", Journal de Geneve. 23-24 February 1985)



Awards for youth projects 

Commonwealth Youth Programme

A Commonwealth youth-awards scheme has been set up and five awards will 
be offered for youth projects during the pilot year 1985-1986. The Commonwealth 
Youth Programme (CYP) is looking for projects devised and run by young people, 
which benefit the local community and so contribute to national goals.
Projects should have potential long-term advantages such as creating employment 
for young people or improving some aspect of social welfare. Under this 
scheme, Governments publicize the award and nominate two candidates. The CYP 
chooses the five winners, not more than two from a region. The winners, aged 
15-25, receive travel fellowships to visit a country where they gain experience 
relevant to their projects and share their ideas with other young people.

The CYP has a Youth Projects Fund which provides seed money for 
innovative projects which meet community needs and create employment for the 
young. The CYP’s regional centres attempt to stimulate projects of this kind, 
and the fund provides a practical way of rewarding achievement and launching 
projects.

("Youth Award Scheme", Commonwealth Currents (London), April 1985)

Survey of world employment 

International Labour Organisation

The World Labour Report describes the obvious toll in human suffering and 
joblessness resulting from the current world recession. This comprehensive 
survey, based on three years of research, provides a portrait of the problems 
and prospects of the nearly 2,000 million in the world labour force who 
constitute the main motor for the productive activities of today’s society.
With technological advance, tens of millions of young school leavers find 
themselves ill-equipped and without appropriate vocational training to secure 
entry into the world of work. Unless they are helped to acquire the necessary 
skills, nations will find themselves facing a dangerously explosive situation 
with a revolt of frustrated youth. An increasing mass of third world young 
men and women are headed towards purposelessness because of the lack of 
experience or appropriate training and the prevalence of forced labour.

Francis Blanchard, Director-General of the International Labour 
Organisation, has initiated action to convene a conference of ministers of 
labour, finance and planning, as well as senior officials of international 
organizations concerned with financial and monetary questions and trade 
policies, to discuss and find solutions to problems of unemployment and 
poverty. The meeting will focus on ways of linking social development to 
financial and economic policies.

(Francis Blanchard, "New cures for old ills of poverty, unemployment", 
International Herald-Tribune (Zurich), 6 February 1985)

Resolutions on human rights and young people

United Nations

The Commission on Human Rights adopted a resolution on youth (1985/13). 
Governments were urged to consider appropriate measures to ensure that young



people have equal opportunities to participate in the economic life of 
society. Another resolution (1985/14) called upon all States, non
governmental organizations and the United Nations organizations and 
specialized agencies concerned to devote attention to the exercise and use by 
youth of all human rights, including the right to education and vocational 
training and the right to work, with a view to full employment.

(Official records of the Economic and Social Council, 1985, Supplement 
No. 2 (E/1985/22), chapter II)

Non-governmental organizations

Practical work experience a "plus”

International Association of Students in Economics 
and the Social Sciences

Many students think that gaining a diploma is no longer a sufficient 
guarantee of finding employment. It is necessary also to have practical 
experience. At present, students can have such experience abroad through an 
international organization which groups 20,000 students of the social sciences 
and economics from 61 countries and 400 universities. Under the programme, a 
computer system makes it possible to match the needs of enterprises and the 
wishes of students for short-term training in firms abroad.

(Serge Bimpage, "L'art de se preparer a la vie active", Journal de 
Geneve. 2 May 1985)

Village animators

Indonesia

According to the Ministry of Labour and Manpower, 20 per cent of the 
workers in Indonesia are unemployed or underemployed. In Java alone there are
4.6 million peasant families and 55 per cent of them live on 22 per cent of 
the arable land, while large landowners who make up 4 per cent of the 
population, occupy 24 per cent of the arable land. Various student volunteer 
movements are active in the villages. In Kalimantan and elsewhere, three 
hundred young Christians have responded to requests for village animators.
They introduce appropriate technology and they help the villagers to help 
themselves by improving schools and medical services as well as agriculture.
At the Training Centre for Animators at Likembar, 40 young men and women from 
20 different provinces are trained for six months in clearing land, planting, 
gardening, brickmaking, building and carpentry. They serve for three years, 
living in simple circumstances like the villagers, and their experience often 
helps them to find jobs later.

(Willy Rondin, "Aidez les jeunes motivateurs a changer la vie de tout un 
peuple", Terre Nouvelle (Lausanne) No. 31, January-March 1985)

Self-sustaining farm community

Peru

In the rocky areas of the Peruvian Andes, some thirty adolescents, under 
the leadership of Fernando and Paco de Cagigao, have formed an almost



self-sustaining farm community. Orphans and abandoned children, seriously-ill 
and handicapped children, and children with parents in prison have come 
together to find a way to the future. Thanks to their action, the land has 
become green. The soil provides corn, alfalfa, beans, cabbages, carrots and 
fruit. A vineyard is being planted. Every day before going to school, the 
adolescents feed the animals (cows, chickens, ducks and five hundred 
rabbits). The oldest boys are taking courses in vocational training, 
gardening, accounting, carpentry and tanning in small workshops at the farm.

("Un ilot de verdure", Terre des hommes. (Geneva) No. 1, February 1985) 

The values and needs of young adults

United Kingdom

Experience of Adulthood is the title of the report of the research 
conducted by the London Central YMCA during the late 1970s and early 1980s 
into the attitudes, values and needs of young adults between 26 and 39 years 
of age. The report is based on the replies of 2,074 young adults to questions 
on well-being, worry, values, self-images, beliefs, morals, law, politics, 
society, work, leisure and counselling. One chapter deals with the responses 
of young adults who have experienced unemployment in comparison with those who 
have not. The attitude inventory was developed by Dr. Leslie J. Francis, 
Leverhulme Research Fellow. The book is published by the Gower Publishing 
Company, Croft Road, Aldershot, Hants, GU11 3HR, England.



FORUM*

Message from Pope John Paul II

My dear friends, my dear young people,

My first words to you at this International Youth Symposium for Peace, 
here at the Vatican, are words of welcome and gratitude. Your presence here, 
young people from many different countries, expresses your desire to commit 
your lives to creating a new future of fraternity and solidarity among all the 
people of the earth. That is why I welcome you most warmly and thank you for 
coming, many of you from great distances, to share your hopes and your 
thoughts with me. You are a sign of hope in the midst of a world threatened 
by war and every other form of violence.

It was in Japan that this Symposium, arranged in view of the International 
Youth Year, was first initiated and organized. I have many memories at this 
moment of my visit in 1981 to that country. In particular, I remember vividly 
my visit to the Peace Memorial in Hiroshima. That monument, a symbol of the 
determination to work for peace, is an abiding and forceful expression of 
hope. As I said on that occasion: "To remember the past is to commit oneself 
to the future. To remember Hiroshima is to abhor nuclear war. To remember 
Hiroshima is to commit oneself to peace".

My dear friends, I appeal to you today and to young people throughout the 
world during the coming International Youth Year to make those words become 
flesh and blood in your own lives: to remember the past is to commit oneself 
to the future. For each of you this must mean committing yourself irrevocably 
to become builders of peace and brotherhood. Whatever the obstacles, however 
long and arduous the road that stretches before you, you must not let anything 
deter you from reaching across the barriers of nation and race and culture to 
be united with all your brothers and sisters and to go forward to build an 
international order of peace that rests on the pillars of truth and justice, 
freedom and love.

It is to encourage just such a programme that I have chosen for the World 
Day of Peace, 1 January 1985, the theme: "Peace and youth go forward 
together". In these days of your youth make it your ideal to be builders of 
peace, to be peacemakers, and never let your hope grow dim. I shall be 
returning to this theme more fully in relation to the World Day of Peace 
itself, but for the moment I should like to reflect with you on at least a few 
of the very important points that have been touched upon in the presentations 
made to us this afternoon by the youth representatives from different 
countries.

*This section of the Youth Information Bulletin features comments from 
readers on International Youth Year, related youth issues and items written by 
young people. The opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily represent those of the International Youth Year secretariat. 
Readers are invited to participate and to submit brief items and ideas that 
might be of use to those participating in International Youth Year. The 
secretariat reserves the right to edit submissions.



For instance, it was said by several of the representatives that there 
can be no peace in the world if we do not first seek peace within ourselves. 
These are wise words. We cannot give what we do not have. Those who believe 
in God are aware that we must be personally reconciled with God and with our 
brothers and sisters if we wish to bring reconciliation to the world around 
us. One of you quoted from a saint who is loved by Christians and non- 
Christians like, Francis of Assisi, and suggested that we use his prayer:
"Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred let me sow 
love. Where there is injury pardon". If that is our prayer, if that is truly 
in our hearts, we will indeed be instruments of true peace.

Another young representative told us of the resolution of the young 
people in his country. He said, "We resolve to respect all life as God's gift 
to us, to recognize all people as our brothers and sisters, to co-operate in 
our work with God’s creative design, and to be peacemakers in the world in 
which we live". My dear young friends, if you succeed in being faithful to 
such a programme, each of you will truly be able to say, when your own life 
draws to a close, that it was not in vain. You will have made a valuable 
contribution to the history of humankind. It is a programme that includes a 
respect for the beauty of creation and for the environment in which we live 
and breathe, a respect that I know is especially valued in the cultural 
heritage of Japan. It is a programme that requires a moderate use of the 
world's resources for the good of all, a programme that makes respect for the 
rights of each of our brothers and sisters a basis on which lasting peace may 
be built.

(In Japanese the Pope added the following words which are here given in 
English translation:)

May Jesus Christ be praised!

I want to address a special thought to Bishop Hamao, to those who worked 
to bring about this Symposium for Peace, and above all to the young people 
here present.

Peace is one of the great aspirations of humankind. That is why the 
whole of society must contribute to it, but especially you, the youth, who are 
called to construct a society in justice and in peace.

My dear Japanese young people, do not be afraid to dedicate yourselves 
totally to the search for peace. With this wish I bless you from my heart.
May Jesus Christ be praised!"

(In Italian the Pope added the following words which are here given in 
English translation:)

I should like to quote the words of the representative who spoke of the 
Cross. ’Whenever I see the Cross' he said, 'I see a call to die to one's 
self-interest, self-will, self-importance. I see a call to peace'. For those 
of us who are Christians, it is indeed in Christ's selfless love in his death 
on the Cross, a death that he freely accepted on behalf of all men and women, 
that we find our assurance that reconciliation with God and with one another 
is possible. It is the source of our hope and of our commitment to peace.
But the message of the Cross is one that goes out to all, Christians and 
non-Christians alike. It is also a call to put self-interest aside, to look 
beyond ourselves, to be men and women who live not for themselves alone but
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