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The Asia* African Conference convened upon the invitation 

of the Pri»e Ministers ef &urraa, Ceylon, India' Indonesia and 

Pakiftan met in Bandung from the l£th to the 24th April, 1955.

In addition to the five sponsoring countries the following 24 ] 

countries participated In the Conference : -

1. Afghanistan
2. Cambodia
3. Peoples Republic

of China
4. Epypt
5. Ethiopia 

Gold Coast
7. Iran
£. Iraq
9. Japan

10. Jordan
11. Laos
12. Lebanon

13. Liberia
14. Libya
15. Nepal
16. Philippines
17. Saudi Arabia 
1#. Sudan
19. 3yria
20. Thailand
21. Turkey
22. Democratic Republic

of Vietnam
o .  State of Vietnam
24. Yemen

TV.O Asian African Conference considered problems of conmon 

Interest and concern to the countries of Aala and Africa and dis

cussed ways and means by which their peoples could achieve fuller 

economic, cultural and political cooperation.

A* ^ggUQgjo Cooperation.

1. The i.sian African Conference reooroised t^e urgency of 

promoting economic development in the Asian-African region. There 

reneral desire for economic cooperation amon* the partmpat- 

in? countries an the basis of mutual interest and respect for ra

tion*! sovereignty. The proposals Kith rapard to economic coop- , 

eration within the participating countries do not preclude either 

the desirability or the need for cooperation with countries cut.- 

«1da the region, lncludinr the investment of foreirai capital. It 

* **  *******  that the assistance be*n* received by car-

tai* participating countries from outside the rerion, through in

ternational or under bilateral u r w m n U ,  had rnde a valuable 

to tha i*pi*ta*»tatio« of their development
iS *. v i » ,*v J.' ’ . *;• •. >* , v ■L '■ c*’"** . -* • V vV% *



2. Tht participating countries agreed to provide technical
*  «  

assistance to one another, to the maxlisun extent practicable, in 

the fro« of t experts? trainees; pilot projects and qqulpnent for 

demonstration purposes; exchange of know-how and establishment of '
4 •  •

national, and where possible, regional training and research insti

tutes for lrapartln* technical knowledge and skills in oooperation 

with the existinr international aironcies.
9

3, The Asian-\frlcan Conference recommended : the early es

tablishment of the Special United Nations Fund for Economic Develop

ment; the allocation by the International Bank for Reconstruction 

and Development of a greater part of its resources to Asian-Afrioan 

countries; the early establishment of the International Finance 

Cooperation which should Include in its activities the undertaking 

of eouity investment; and encouragement to the promotion of joint 

ventures among Aslan-Afrioan countries tn so far as this will pro

state their common interest.

i». The Aaian-African Conference recognised the vital need 

f*r stabilising coewedity trade in the region. The principle of 

♦•rVrring to scope #f multilateral trade and payments was accepted. 

However, It waj recognised that some countries would have to take 

recourse to



recocr«e tc t r r *  ^r^npemwi** In v W  cf tb*ir p r w il in e

•oonoalc conditions.

5 , The A* - rn-A frlc^a Ccnforoncer reccnsron-J';! thrte ■ cllc eU  7e

<* —. tv? n-rti clo^tnf? ocrantrlo? for st^bi 11 sing th*
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b ll**r e l  end multll-tee-l orr-npnen*., on! t-v -  f "  * ’  ? " • *  

end *»lr »b l» , the? .»ouM  Mont, unified -ppro-o*, on tte 

,„bJ .ot . in the United rt-Mn. Pemrncnt Advl50*7 Cwrlwlon on 

Intemnbcnpl « a « M l t 7  end o*Vr ln-nmntlonrt f e w * , .  

6. the * • ■ on-*f-lcr>n Conference f-jr^er ~>oermen*>d «ihnti 

i.lnn - 1  frlom countrlc r f r n H  d)*er-.fy t*elr .xpo-fi-d. bj 

processing V o ir  —  «*e-v"- eeena.l-lly fe-Mblo, 

before export, Int-roGlcnrl trrio fel-  rhoull be p - c c .d  md 

enccu^p-nen' n.r-i • '* « * "« *  ° r '*'4 r 
Z  * . £ ■ . « « -  — -  Of inferred on -nd cf e-ple* s'-ould be

1 1- t ' --C"'1 "I nnd ̂ v\r w r ryrru<r * •( - • • J

nermel * * * * * * * * *  f-e!........ < ^cn ld  ^ v l d e  I .V _......... » ~ flr of 1/

^  Conference r » - c ~ d  ccnslder-ble

, „ pSr!enee * SMpi.irr n r | - - r « » J  e«ne~r. »- t  sMppXlnp « - »

. ... ir. h Y iv frrif,!  , • ■frr*: vr *Kr
reviewed frcm ir/ ir . ir' r n .  i

j _ T# r orf' * *** 'V* (j r S t'U (3 * 01
ar*rStr-nt ^  p-rt !cSp-t^-G ccuntrl-e -.-re a -

rhl •  p’-ccl'-m, '•'•-a cclVrttvr rCn  ^  . wrr-rt- . »•:

t,e  Phlpnmr Uncr  to -dept - ror, — -Me r - M W - .  If -

I ^ c c t o  d tbet - .ta d> or .- . I t ,  f re. -btof *r.ns it rr.de *r7

be mrdr .

8. Tbr Af O r fa rm e r  tv'»  *necur-Perrrnt

should br Given tc tbe c»reblslhr»nt cf rttcn-l -nd r-rlc'-l b-nta 

rnd insurance ceirp'-ni*'e.

9 Tinr ju-n-Africm  Crnfrrmce frit n-«- r xeb^nr- cf 

information cn r a t e r s  relrtdn* t  e ll , such r5 r * ! - v  nor cf 

pro f it '  end t-xrtlcn. , l Fvt evcntuMiy 1 - d  tc tbe f,rrul-Hcn

of octnrcn p c lic l^ '-.
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10. The Asian-African Conference emphaaimed the particular 

significance of the development of nuclear enerery for peaceful pur-
#

poses, for the Asian-African countries* The Conference : 

welcomed the Inltatlve of the Powers principally concerned In 

offering to make available Information restarting the use of atomic 

energy for peaceful purposes; urged the speedy establishment of v* 

the International Atomic Energy Agency which should provide for 

adequate representation of the Asiam-African countries on the ex

ecutive authority of the Agency; and recommended to th*> /sian and 

African Governments to take full advantage of the rraining and 

other facilities in the peaceful uses of atomic enerery offered by 

the countries sponsoring such programmes.

11. The Asian*African Conference agreed to the appointment 

of Liaison Officers in participating countries, to be nominated 

by their respedtive national Governments, for the exchange of in

formation and ideas on matters of mutual interest. It recoamended 

that fuller use should be made of the existing international orsran- 

itations, and participating countries who were not members of such 

international organisations, but were eligible, should secure 

mem'-ership.

12. The‘.si an A African Conference recoramendeed tvat t'^ere 

should be prior consultation of participating countires in 

international forums with a view, ~s far as possible, to furhterlnc 

their mutual economic interest. It is , however, not intended to 

fdrm a regional bloc.

- 4 -
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B. g l t g U I  OOCP*m  CM

! •  *be A •im-Africm Cwiferenoe wrf convinced th-t nacng ttw

■eetpowerful me^nt cf pmctl ng onderste ndlng rmcnp nrtlens it the

development cf cultural cccp*r^tl cn. Ast* rnd A frlc** »v *t » be*n t*e 

crrdle ef gref* religions -nd clvllls-tlcns w M c * W e  eved c-

ther culture® end clvillt-ti ens while tb*msctves being enrlcVd jn 

tb* process. Thus, the culture* cf Asl* "nd Africa ore en

spiritual f'TMJ un1 v**8'■> 1 fcund^tlens. Unfertun *tely, e u l t ^ l  cen^-cts

•Tnmr A*inn *nd African countries wore Interrupted during t^e p*?t 

centu-ie. The peoples cf Aslr rn^Afrlcr nre new "nlm"*ed by n

keen *nd sincere lesl»**' +-o renew their old cul^u^l centre** m i 

develop new O'V'S In ♦■he c'n^ext cf ♦•he mcvin werH. All p-rt!'**-

Pitting governments rt the Conformed reiterated thel- cdet*rfnln-*ticn 

to werlc for closer eul»-uroi cooperation.

2* T*>e Slrn  Afrlocn Conference tork nc*e cf t ^  f^c* **,«t*,he

existence ef colonialism in rr.*ny pn~* ef As!*' "T* ^frtc-, In w^t-

ever form It mey be, net rnly prevent? cultu--l cccper^ticn but rl-

so suppresses the n-*tlen"l cultures cf the pecple. Seme celcnl'-l

pcte’-s W e  -Ik1 ile i tc ♦’V I  - dependent peoples b"9lc "lr*?** In the 

sph-»~e cf educ-tton ~n1 culture wMch W p*"** dev*1.epmontef 

thel” personality, «n1 *lsr pr^v^n^s cultu,"*l wl*-ft

Ael^n *nl African pecpl^s. This is pr-tlculerly t ru* In the c««e

of Tunisia, A1 <~e rl  ̂ nnj ^erocccc, wvirp t** b^slc *irrhv of *-v̂  prO-

ple ^ study thel’* cwn lnnrunnp rnd cul*u**e h^c b**n ? unp^secd.

31mll*r 11* calmin''tlon h^e bmn poetised "giins* Af^ic^n r»nd ce- 

Ictkred pecple in some prrts ef the Crnf.nent ef Afrle'<. Confe

rence felt fV t  tV s* p'-licl*s rmcunt. b ~ drninl ef ♦■h* fun^demen- 

tnl rights of trtnn, impr le cultu**r*l ridv.^ncemen* in tMs rrnirn ^n1 ^lse 

hamper culturol cooperation cn the widrr in^ern-tien^l pi r nr’*

The wcnfe»»ence crndemnod euch r de-*.l̂ l of funl^men^^ 1 rl|th^8 In the 

spho^e of education nnd cultu*v« in seme p ^^s  of Asf« rni Africa by 

this nnd ô h*'** fr^ms cf c ) m««l supp^epslrn.
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In prrtic il^r, the Ccnfnrene© ocndemned molrlism rs « me^ns of

oultvol it; 'OW*ficn.

3# It wnf m* from 'my eons© cf exclusivenose or rtwrlry with 

Oth*?» groups of n Mens m 3 cth«r clvlll^rtims *ni cultures thet 

the Confe*onoe Tie*'3 the dev^lopne1.':4- of rulturrl o'‘cp*”otlcn nmong 

^«bfi end Africa n c' • n* - * <v . T-ue tr t'- ->(*-cld tredltlen. cf tole* 

-rtnoe end unlvererl /, The Ccnfe^nce bol;ow*d thrt As\*n m i  Afri

ca culture 1 oeoperr-lon should be drvelrp^d in the l"*»re** oentext 

of » '•Id oocpemtler .

Side by eltie with thr <JnTOlepcv>n4 cf A- ■ * r.-Af»»lorn culture 1 cocpcrr- 

tion the cnartrioe of Aeio nnd Africa d rir* to develop culturcl ecn- 

toctp with others, This would enrich t^eir own eultvu**? md would 

rise help In the promotion of world pe-<;r «nd undr-P*-ondln^

1*., There pre mpny countries In Asir 'nd Africa iMch >>rv* nr*- ye* 

been rble to develop th*l* ©ducrtlrnpl, scientific rnd technlcrl 

Institutions, The Confr’-rnce reccmmendrd thrt countries In Asi" end 

Afrloo which ere more fcrt-.unrto ly r 1" * d In this respect should frl- 

▼e facilities for the rdmls?lcn cf students end trelne^s from such 

countries to their lnstitutiens. Such facilities should rise be mr. 

de evrllrble to the Asl -n md Africrn pe -pie In Afrlcr tc whom cppcr - 

tunities for requiring v,v̂ cp rducrtion rre rt prosent denied,

5 The A*ien Af^ic^n Conforence fel* frĥ t the promotion cf oul- 

turrl oocperrtlon rmcng countries of ap! p rr.d Afrlcr should be di

rected tcwrrdel

(1) the e^uiaition of knowlod.Te cf ©rch ot̂ rr-s ccun^yj 

. ( I D  mutuol cultural exchrn pr, r 

(111) exchenr© cf InfrmrrtIon.

6. The Asirn Africrn Conference wrp of th* opinion thrt ot thl* 

strge the best results in culturrl ctrperrtlcn wou'1 * be cchiedTd. *7 

pursuing bilrtorrl crrrnproent* tc li;-plem*"t . t >^cc .; d-tlcns 

rnd by erch country trking octlon c v own, whrrrvor posrihle rnd

feasible# .  t -



0. mm.-* M W S  -m * . •  d e tsr  in 'T io h

( 1 ) . The Aaian African Conference declared its full .upport or «h . 

fu rfa^n tal  prlneiples of Human R l * t .  « •  forth In the C h a r t *  

of the United Nation, and too, note of the Univer.al Declaration of

H , * n  tight , a , a c o «o n  standard of achievement for all peoples and

all nations.

The Conference declared its full support of the principle of ,elf- 

d .termination of people, and nations as set forth in the Charter of 

th . United Nation, and too. note of the United Nation, resolution, 

on the rtehts of peoples and nation, to aalf-deten-inotion. which 

1 , a pre-requlste of the full e n j o y ^ t  of all fundamental Hunan

Rirhta.

( 2 ) .  The Asian -African Conference deplored the policies and prac

tic e , of racial segregation and discrimination which form the basis 

of government and hunan relation,- in laree regions of Africa and m  

other parta of the world. Such conduct ia not only a gros, violation 

of human rig h t ., but also a denial of the fundamental values of

civilisation and the disnitv of man.

The Conference extended its warr sympathy and supoort for the 

courapeou, stand taken by the victims of racial discrimination, 

especially by the peoples of African and Indian and Pakistani origin 

in South Africa; applauded all these -ho ,u ,ta ln  their cause-, re-af- 

finaed the determination of Asian-African peoples to eradicate every 

trace of racialism that might exist in their own countries; and pled

ged to use i t .  full moral Influence to ruard aralnst the danger of 

W iling  V ictim , to the same evil in their ,truggle to eradicate it .



.

d . fPHr.’tks a? in- ;nsre raopija

(1) TheAsian-African Conferenoe discussed the 

problems of dependent peoples »d colonillsia and 

the erila arising from the subjection of peoples 

to alien subjugation, doainticn nd exploitation.

The Conference is agreedi-

(a) in declaring that coliniali&n in all its 

manifestations is an etll which should speedily

be brought to an end;

(b ) in affirming that the subjection of peerles to 

alien sx’.b^vgiion, dominiion and exploitation 

constitutes a denial of fundtantal human rights, 

ia contart;' to the Charter of the Lni „ed ‘‘ations 

and is an impediment to the promotion of world 

peace and cooperation;

(c) in declaing its support of the cause of freedom 

and independence for all such peoples} and

(d) in calling u;on the powers fconcerned to crant 

freedom and independence to such peoples*

(2) In view of the unsettled situation in Worth Africa 

nd of the persisting denial to the peoples of North Africa of 

their right to self-determinAion, the Aaian-African Conference 

declaed its support of the rightsof the people of Algeria, rio- 

rocco and Tunisia to self-deter- -'.nation and independence and 

urced the French Government to bring about a peaceful settlement 

of the issue wit! out delay.



»

E. OTHER PROBLEMS 

• * «

(X) In view of the existing tension in the Middle East, caused by 

the situation in Palestine and of the danrer of that tension to world
0

peace, the Asian-A^rican Conference declared its supoort of the 

rlfrhf's of the ^rab people of Palestine and called for the implementa- 

ticn of the United Nations ResolUtifens on ral«stlne and the achivement 

of the peaceful settlement of the Palestine question.

(2). The. sian-African Conference, in the context of its expsessed 

attitude on the abolition of colonialism, supported the position of 

Indonesia in the case of West Irian based on the relevant agreements 

between Indonesia and the Netherlands.

The Asian-African Conference urged the Netherlands Government 

to reopsn negotiations, es soon as possible, to implement their 

obligations under the above-mentioned agreements 2 nd expressed the 

earnest hope that the United Nations would assist the parties con

cerned in findin? a peaceful ^olutiCn tc the dispute. 

f3). The Asian-Arrican Conference supported the position of Yemen t 

in the Case of Aden and the Southern parts of Yemen known as the 

Protectorates and urced the parties concerned to arrive at a peaceful 

settlement of the dispute.

- 9 -



F. PHOHOTlQg OF WORLD FEACB AMD COOPSBAHflfti

(1) The Asian-African Conference, taking note of the 

fact that several 8tates have still not been admitted to the 

United Nations, considered that for effective cooperation for 

world peace, membership in the United Nations should bo univer

sal, called on the Security Council to support the admission 

of all those Stakes which are quilified for membership in terms 

of the Charter* In the opinion of the Asian-AXtican Conference, 

the following among participating countries, which were represented 

in it namely* Cambodia, Ceylon, Japan, Jordan, Laos, Libya, Nepal, 

a unified Vietnam, were so qualified.

The Conference considered that the representation of 

teh countries of the A s ia n - African region on the Security Coun

cil, in relation to the principal of equitable geographical dis

tribution, was inadequate. It expresses the view that as regards 

the distribution of the non-permanent seats, the Asian-African 

countries which, under the arrangeoment arrived at in London in. 

1946, are precluded from being elected, should be enable to ser

ve on the Security Council, so taht they might make a more ef-
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(2) Tha Asian-African Conference having considered the 

dangerous situation of international tension existing and the 

risks confronting the whole human race from the outbreak of glo

bal war in which the destructive power of all types of armaments, 

including nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons, would be employed, 

Invited the attention of all nations to the terrible consequen

ces that wuld follow if such a war were to break out.

Xhe Conference consideres that disarmament and the pro

hibition of the production, experimentation and use of nuclear 

and thermo-nuclear Keapons of war are imperative to save mankind and 

civilisation from the fear and prospect of wholesale destruction.

It considered that the nations of isia and Afriea assembled here have 

a duty towards humanity and citilisation to proclaim their support 

for disarmament and for prohibition of these weapons and to appeal to 

natioiis principally concerned and to world opinion, to bring about 

such diasamaL'vent and prohibition.

The Conference considered that effective international 

control should he established and maintained to implement such 

disarmament and prohibition and that speedy and determined effo.tn 

should be made to this and.

Pending the total prohibition of the manufacture of 

nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons, this Conference appealed to 

all the powers concerned to reach agreenent to suspend expe

riments with such weapons.

v
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(3) *he JUUn African Conference gar* non anxious thought to 

the qu»»tion of lorld pesce tSoA cooperation* It viewed with deep 

concern the present state of international tension with it# danger 

of an atomic world war* The problem of pace is correlative with the 

problem of International security# In this connection, all States 

should cooperate, especially through the United Nations, in bringing 

about the reduction serf armaments and the elimination of nuclear weap

ons tttider effective international control* In this way, international 

peace c^n be promoted and nuclear energy may bo used exclusively for 

peaceful purpose** This would help answer the needs particularly of 

Asia add Africa, for what they urgently require aro social progress and 

better standards of life in l*ger freedom.

Freedom andpeace are interdependent. The right of self-determination 

must be enjoyed by all peoples, and freedom and Independence must be 

granted, with the l«aat possible delay, to those who are still 

dependent peoples. Indeed, all nations should have theright freely 

to choose their cwr political juiu economic systems andthe^r own 

way of life, in conformity with thepurposes andprinciple3 of 

the Charter of the United nations.

Freefrom mistrust and fear, and with confidence and 

goodwill towards each other, nations should practice tolerance 

aodJLivo together in peace with one another as go<?d neighbours 

and develop friendly cooperation on the basis of thefollowing

principles*

1, Haspect for fundamental human rights and for the purposes 

and principles of the Chatter of the United ‘'ations*

2



2. Respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 

* all nations.

3. Recognition of the equality of all races and of the 

equality of all nations lar^e and small,

4. Abstention from intervention of interference in the inter

nal affairs of another country,

5. Respect for the rlirht of each nation to defend itself singly 

or collectively, in conformity with the Charter of the 

United Nations.

6. (a) Abstention from the use of arrangements of collective 

defence to rerve the particular interests of any of the 

bie powers.

(b) Abstention bv any countrv from exerting pressures 

on other countries.

V. Refraining from acts or threats of apgression or the uae 

of force against the territorial interr • v or political 

independence of any country.

Settlement of all international disputes by pe&ccfui 

means, such as r.ero *- iati on , conciliation, arbitration or 

Judicial settlement as well as other peaceful oeans of 

the parties’ own choice, in conformity with the Ch.-irte* 

of the United Nations.

9, Promcfcion of mutual interests and coope - ‘ ion*

10, Respect for .lust ice and interaational obi ■ -’■atio-s.

The \aian and African Conference declares its 'onviction that 

frim dlr cooperation in accordance with these principles would 

effectively contribute to the- maintenance and pro-iot? n of irtemat* 

icnal peace and security, wMle cooperation in th' economic, social 

and Sttltural fields w:mld help hrinr tve con’ n prosoeritv

and wall-beinp' of all.

The ‘v.ian-African Conference recomr-rmded * hat * l>e fi' e ponso:

i oountrles consider the converine of th next rru-etinir of the Con
ference, In consultation with the parti clpntln? countries.

Bandurr, 2L.th ' m l ,  1^55
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