
"We do not get enough oney either," because he may be a 
man who has a wife and children to support. He has to 
support them in the way of* food, rent for a house, water 
they have to pay for, too, in towns, also their clothes and the 
food they eat. They do not want to eat food like the tribe 
does; they like to eat j^uropean food. He would be unable 
to support his arents at home, because he might be getting 
£3, £3:10:0. or £4:0:0. a month. How can he support them 
when he finished all that money, and if his wife and children 
eat European food? Those people who are working there are 
looking for more money, but they will not get it, and we also 
will not get it. That is what they are crying for, those who 
are away at work. The Government sees that we are its people, 
but the Government does not assist us. With regard to this 
road which Nemarangone spoke about; it is not right for people 
to make a road and not to be paid for it. I heard the 
Ghairman of the Commission say that we must not speak like 
that. There is a motor service leaving Trichardt and going 
down to Sibasa. We say that is something which the 
Government has given us in order to assist us and that 
there are road gangers wh fix the roads. There are 
several natives vvho leave and go and work on the roads.
Some of them work six months, some eight months, and then 
go back home. They come back home because there are 
other things which theyhave to see to at home. The 
Government should see to those things, that tfere its 
children are living there should be a way to get there, 
and the Government shou d pay for it. Even if the road 
only ended at Sibasa - the Native Affairs Office - we 
wo Id not mind. Why should we be hauled out to fix the 
road further along to our kraal. We do not mind if no

white



white people come to our kraal. Then, lots of our 
natives are taken, who have their work to do, to dig a road 
for the Government. Those people who are working there 
are not working on their ora; they are forced by the Chief.
If the Government wants to know what we complain about, that 
is one complaint. Again, about the cattle, this business 
of the cattle is an old native custom; no natives live 
1 ithout cattle; that is what we lobola with. We use them 
as our god. Some of them have names. How can we sell 
them? Even if we did want to sell our cattle, how ean we 
sell them? We cannot bring them; they are quarantined.
We sell cattle, yes. Lots of natives have not got food, 
so they sell their cattle. Lots of then sell them to pay 
tax. Even if there is no grazing for them, they would manage 
to live, but it would Ue hard for them to live. Now the white 
people have sunounded us and cut pieces off our land and 
said, "In between here there shall be a location.”
"The cattle belong to the Government and all the natives 
belong to the Government,” which is not the case. The 
Governmen want money for tax. If a boy has got no money 
he runs to his beasts and sells them. That means that we and 
our cattle belong to the Government. Then it is said that 
we have to pay for the cattle if they- go on to Crown Lands.
Why should we pay for those cattle if they go on to Crown 
Lands. Why shotid we pay for those cattle grazing there when 
it is Government ground?—  Why should not the Government 
allow our cattle to graze on Crown Lands? There are no 
white men living on those lands. They should allow the cattle 
to graze there, because cattle are the things that help the 
Government on. We pay our tax, and the Government should not 
tax our cattle for grazing on Crown Lands. Our cattle 
is the source from which we &et tax to pay the Government.

There



There are several taxes on us. The Government should cut 
off the taxation for the graz ng of our cattle on Crown 
Lands. We are horn in that country and want our cattle to 
graze there, and are agreeable to pay our tax to the 
Government, hut they should not tax our cattle when we want 
them to graze on Grown Lands. There is another thing which 
the Government is going to "bring in again. Previously we 
never used to he taxed on our cattle on Grown Lands. Cattle, 
goats, and sheep are taxed there now, and for thee years 
this has been going on. The Commission has asked us to 
give our complaints, and that is one of our complaints.

*
There are several natives in the Location. The children 
are growing up and increasing. We are told that our chil
dren should go to schools. It is nice for them to go to 
school. Although we see it is a nice thing for our chil
dren to &o to school and he educated, why does not the 
Government assist us in connection with our schools?
We would he ahle to build them ourselves and thatch them 
with grass, but some of our piccanins go away to work and 
come back with furniture. They see a chair there and like 
to sit in a chair when they go to work. We build our schools. 
Why does not the Govern ient assist us with blackboards, 
chalk, benches, and forms for our children? The
Government does not give us those. That is what we want, 
and it tells us to look for them ourselves. Our children 
have to sit on the floor and learn their lessons. That is 
what I say we are complaining about, and which you asked us 
' to bring up. This (indicating) is a photograph of the 
children who go to ray school. You will see that we have
no chairs anl no forms.

MR. LUCAS: Is that in the Sibasa Location?—  Yes.

CHAIRMAN: You..........



(

CHAIRMAff: You spoke about the cattle being quar
antined. You also told us that you well some cattle to
white people. How do you manage i t ?-- It is a long
ti fe since the white people did buy cattle; it is through 
them that they are quarantined.

Do they still buy cattle from you now that they 
are under quarantine?—  This year and last year I have 
not seen any white people come and buy cattle there.

Do you know whether the East Coast Fever that 
used to be prevalent amongst the cattle is becoming slowly
eradicated? It is a long time since it has been eradi
cated.

Thece is no disease now?-—  No.
Have you many schools in your location?—  Several.

schools.

Are these schools increasing?—  Yes, they are in
creasing.

Formerly you never had a plough with which to 
plough your lands? Ho, we did not have ploughs.

Since you have been using the plough, can you see 
there is an improvement in the yield of your crops*_____
Why IS it that in these days of ploughs we have starvation, 
whereas in the old days we used to have lots of food to eat?

Was it not on amount of the rain?-- it is on
account of the rain because sometimes we get too much rain 
and it kills all the mealies; sometimes we do not get 
enough and sometimes we get barely enough.

Do not you thin1: the plough has been a good thing
to the natives in connection with cultivating the lands?__
Yes, it is a good thing; it is an improvement.

We have been told by a former witness that you



have not a native demonstrator in your location as yet? —
No» we have not a native demonstrator there.

Bur have you heard that there is one in the dis
trict already?— I have heard it said there was someone 
about.

Would you welcome a man like that in your location? —  
Our teachers in the schools teach the children how to work 
and do all sorts of jobs.

Yes, but this man ’ill teach you how to work your
lands to better advantage?-- Yes, if he does come down
our way v?hat good will he do? When he comes there he will 
find us ploughing with a plough and holding it in the sane 
way as we hold it.

He will tell you you are not ploughing deep enough, 
have probably to use a little marosrre, better seeds, and so
on?-- Yes, he will come and tell me that, but I will not
have time to leave my work and run and look for better seed.

Gan you tell us when the natives in the Location 
stop going out to work; is it when they reach a certain 
age, or when?—  When he gets too old to go and work he 
stops going. How can a native get rich? Who is going 
to give him all that money?

He may be rich in cattle, have plenty of wives, have
plenty of food, and does not want to go and work?--  Yes, the
wives have their food, too. It is only the white people who 
get rich; some run about in motfor—cars and some go in 
aeroplanes.

# What is the state of health of the people in the 
Sibasa Location?-—  They are quite heCLthy.

Do many of the children of the location die when they 
are small? ——  Yes, if there are lots of people in one place, of 
course you will find lots of deaths in that place; there

is.... ....... .

__________________



is always somebody dying.
Yes, we know that; hut, to your mind, do the 

children die too much, or what?-—  No, not too much.
When there is a case of serious illness - say a 

man has broken his leg or got an internal complaint and 
has to be operated on, have you the opportunity of sending 
a man like that somewhere?- - Yes, we take him to the 
Sibasa Native Commissioner and he is sent by lorry to 
Elim Hospital.

You used to pay a higher taxation some years ago, 
did you not?-- Yes.

Tou used to pay £2 where you are only paying £1
now?--  No, we pay £1, £1:10:0., £2:0:0., £3:0:0., and so on;
£3 is the highest we pay.

What do you pay the £3 for?-- The £3 is for a
man with several wives.

No, you are mistaken?--  (WITNESS HANDS IN SEVERAL
TAX RECEIPTS).

The law is, you only pay £1, and you pay 10/- local 
tax. The official poll tax you pay to the Government is
only £1?--  It is £1 which I have to pay. If I have
only one wife I pay 30/-.

No, the poll tax you pay to the Government is only 
£1. Formerly you paid £2, and formerly, if you had more than 
one wife, you had to pay another £2?-- Yes.

Now the Government has reduced the tax from £2 fo
£1?-- Yes.

And the Government has also taken away the tax of
£2 on the extra wife?--  It has taken £1 off for the
extra wife.

Do you understand that you pay less taxes today 
than you formerly did?-—  It is less, but not much less.

Where



Where we used to pay £4, we now pay £3.
It is something which, to a poor man, means a lot?—  

A man who used to pay £2 only pays 30/- now.
Therefore the poor man has gained 10/-?—  Yes.
That was something good which the Government did for 

the natives?-- Yes.
This extra 10/- which you pay - the extra tax of 

10/-; do you know that the money is used tot the natives
themselves in the location?--  If it is saved for us,
why do not we get it to assist us in our schools?

The law says it cannot he need for the schools.
But you do not pay anything for your dipping today?—  No.

That money goes to pay or the building of the dip
and for the dipping of the cattle?--  Would it cost as much
as that for each boy to pay 10/- say just for dipping and 
building a dip?

I have to pay two pennies every time I put a beast 
in a dip. I myself pay 8/8d. to dip for a year - that is, 
one ox; I as a white man have to pay 8/8d. per year for 
every ox I own. The dip is an expensive thing; it costs 
lots of money. It eats up this tax money, and when sickness 
is away from the country and we need not dip so much, there 
will probably be money over?—  The man that used to pay 
£2 tax now pays 30/-. His tax is less by 10/-. That 
one 10/- which he does pay still goes to the dip - to the 
Trust Account - and now the man who is paying £3, does 
the 30/- of hif go th the Trust Account? Why should one 
man pay more than the other?

The one man is rich, has plenty of wives, has lots 
of cattle and lots of lands?-- I have said that a native 
never gets rich; why should one pay more than the other?

* The man............
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OSJe man who has got three wives is certainly richer 
than the one who has one wife. He must be richer otherwise 
he could not buy those wives?-—  How can he be rich if the 
Government is taking everything from him?

It does not take everything from you; it takes
the 30/- from you and pays it back to you?--  I have not seen
the 30/- yet. What has been done with it?

It has been spent on the dip. When the sickness 
among the animals disappears there will perhaps be money 
over?-—  Before, we used to pay 1/6. a year for dipping 
fees per beast. ®ut since then, all the natives, even 
those who have no cattle, have to pay 5/- a year for the dip. 
How we are paying 10/- even those who have not got cattle.

MB. LUCAS: Do all the children in the location 
go to school at some time?-- Yes.

All of them?—  Yes.
In that photograph you showed us, some of the boys 

look big?-- Yes.
What happens to the boys who herd the cattle; when

do they go to school?-- We manage that all ri$it; the
school goes on to 11 o’clock; then they let the one herd- 
boy go out that day to herd the cattle. They change it 
from 11 o'clock; they change round. The next day there 
is another one, and the one stays in school.

How often would a boy be away from school in that
way: once a week or once a month?------ Every second day.
If there is more than one in the kraal who has a herd boy - 
if there are two, he vrould be out every second day; but if 
there is only one - if that father has only one son, then 
he vsould leave every day at 11 o’clock.

He goes to school till 11 o'clock?--  Yes.



When we have been to the different locations we have 
seen native women carrying baskets of mealies to the store; 
at Sibasa’s Location do they sell a lot of mealies, or do
they grow enough for just their own food?--  Even if they
do not grow enough they do take the mealies and exchange them 
for something to wear.

Do they get money for the mealies, or do they always 
have to take goods?--  No, they always get goods.

Do they take other things to the store besides 
mealies?-—  Anything which they grow, such as monkey-nuts, 
manna, etc., they ta’ce to the stores.

And in Sibasa's Location do they buy other things
from the store besides clothes?--  Beads, soap, and things
like that.

7/e saw a shop at Lomondo; that shop had sweets in 
it, tins of condensed milk, tins of Jam; do any of your 
people buy those?-—  Yes, some of our people buy them; 
but some of them have been away long in Johannesburg 
and they come back again.

DR. POUR IE: You told us there are several schools 
in this Location?--  Yes.

Are they Missionary schools, Government schools, 
or Private schools?-—  They ar.j Private Schools, but the 
Mission gives teachers to teach in them.

Native teachers?--  Yes.
You said only the white people are rich and drive 

in Motor-cars?--  Yes.
Are there any motor-cars owned by the Mavenda?-—

If the Mavenda is rich he would buy a motor-car.
So there are rich black people, too?--  You would

not get many of them.

Has



Has your Chief a motor-car?-- No.
MR. LUCAS; When you say that there are not many 

rich people among your trihe, what things are they wanting; 
what things are there that they have not got? Because, 
after all, you do not call a man poor if he has got all that
he needs?---- Our cich man is one who has got a few cattle,
and a couple of wives, even though he goes about naked.

Have most of your people got a few cattle and two 
wives?-- Yes.

Do you call your trihe a trihe of rich people?--
No, they are not rich; hut I say that one day when they are 
starving and need money they have a few cattle and can sell 
one of them now and then.

SHIPANGO, called and examined:
CHAIRMAN: Do you represent the tribe of MPafuri?--

Yes.
Are you an Induna?--  I represent the Chief.
You have heard all the other witnesses and what

they said?-- Do you agre with what they have said?----- Yes,
I agree with what they have said.

Is there anything new that you wish to lay before
the Commission which ihe others did not mention?-- Yes, there
is something which we are worried about. A man cmes and 
buys a piece of Crown Land, we are not informed before he 
comes that there is a piece of Crown Land to be sold; we do 
not know anything about it; the first we see is him buying 
it, and then we see the man living there. Then he calls 
to us and 3ays "You must know that all these people on this 
piece of Crown Land belong to me." That is what worries 
us. If they had informed us before, we might have been able

to buy.......
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to buy that piece of* Crown Land. Some of them come there and 
day they want to put up a school; later on they measure a 
piece of ground off and say, "That is my farm."

THE CHAIRMAN; Is that inside the Location?__ In
side the Location. This man and we work together and 
our Chiefs v*>rk together with him, art later on he turns 
against us. When we go to the office to find out what is 
wrong, the office informs us "Well, that is his farm; it is 
Government ground and he has bought it." That is the 
first we know about it.

Who are you speaking about, is it the farmer,
missionary, or who is it?--  These missionaries on the
Location.

Are there many missionaries in the locations?-- Yes.
Do everyone of them do the same sort of thing?__

There are several missionaries vtfio do that. The next 
thing I want to speak about is dipping} We dip every 
seven days and hardly get time to do our ploughing.
With reference to this man who was going to show us the 
sloughing and how to work our lands: our grandfathers, 
great-grandfathers and fathers have died, and nobody has 
come yet to show us. how can he come and show us
amongst the stones and hills how to work there the lands?
He might come and show us small pieces of ground to work, 
whereas we are a lot of people and cannot live on small 
piedes of ground; we are still living impossibly! Some 
of these people pay £3 and some £1; 10:0. Why do not 
they ask, when they are miking this tax less, how mahy 
cattle each one has got and if there are any who have not 
got any cattle? Some of them you find without any cattle; 
they have not even got a goat; they might have wives.

A man



A man goes to work and hears that a single man has to pay 
£1 tax and for the others it goes up from £1:10:0. and 
so on up to £3. 7/hen I go to Johannesburg I pay £1. tax; 
when -L come home they want me to pay more. How is it 
that the Government malces a man pay £1 in Johannesburg arri 
when you come here they make you pay more? J say that we 
have done something very wrong to the Government and that 
is why they are doing this to us. Now, about the roads: 
we have to go and start repairing the road this month until 
October, and the ploughing season will be here. We have to 
work there on the road, we take our own food, and v/e get 
nothing back. Our clothes we wear out there working on 
the road. V/e speak to everybody and tell them to t<p and 
help work on the road. We have to use our own picks and 
things. The Government should assist those boys who 
look after those boys who are working on the road, by giving 
them a little, and the Chief a little more than those.
If we were not forced to do that work we would not do it.

MR. LOO AS: Who forces you?-—  (fur ^hief forces 
us to go and work because he is told by the Government 
Office that we must go and work. They should call in the 
P.W.D. then, and make them come and work on the road.

Where would the noney come from to t>ay?-- Down at
Sibasa we pay tax; there is plenty of tax from Sibasa 
country. % y  should not our road be fixed too?

You thin1 it should come out of the tax that has
been paid?--  Yes, and the people to whom the Government is
selling Grown Lands give the Government plenty of money for
that land; the Government should take that money and fix the 

Troad. here is a motor service down to Sibasa; the

Government



Government has assisted us by putting a motor service there, 
but we do not get it free; we have to pay for it. If 
you have not got any money you cannot get on the motor 
lorry.

THE CHAIRMAN; But if there is nd road you will
not have nay motor lorry?-- We used to walk from Sibasa
to here, but we did not mind that.

Will not the people complain if the motor lorry 
is taken away?-—  ffhe one who complains is perhaps one who 
has his pocket full of money. We used to have trollies; 
our natives used to have trollies and little carts and they 
used to go to the station here and pick up natives for that 
district and would get a few shillings for it, and they 
used to cart trnsport. Now the lorry has taken every
thing and we cannot make a living. If a man comes here 
with his waggon to the stati >n they chase him away; some 
of them arrest hi 1 and take him to gaol. He is asked:
"Who gave vou permision to come to the station?'* The 
Governments wants everything. It has taken away everything. 
How are we going to get money to buy clothes? A lot of 
these Indians and some of these native people who have 
lorries, if they go to the Station and want to pick up some
thing, they are chased away, ^he Government takes every
thing. That is what our complaint is today; the Government 
does not want us to make any ioney to get rich, ^hat is all 
I have to say.

You have been complain ng about the missionaries 
coming in and taking a piece of ground on which to put up 
a school and a house?--  Yes.

Are you against the missionaries coming there to 
teach the people and giving them education?-- The missionary

comes



comes there, buiMs his house and a school, and later on 
he "beacons off a piece of ground and says, "This is my 
farm," and the natives who are in between those beacons 
he takes and makes them work for him. If our cattle 
come across the boundaries there he rows with us, he 
will not allow our cattle to come and graze on his farm.
We are against them bringing schools there, if they 
would only send a native teacher there and let the ’hite 
missionaries stay on the farms where the mission stations 
are on private tfarna.

Does not the missionary beacon out that piece of
land with the permission of the Chief?-- No. If the
^hief refuses to give him permission the Government 
forces him to do so.

You complaii about the dipping of cattle every 
week. I symoathise with you. I am also a farmer and I 
know what it means if you have to dip your cattle every 
week; it is a hardship. I have to sutfffer under the 
same hardship as you; but it is better that we sfiffer a 
little and keep away disease because we might find that 
in the long run we have less - that all our cattle are 
dead. So we can only hopp it will not be too long a 
time, that you have to keep di >ping evay week. when the 
disease goes away you will find the Government will tell 
you that you can dip every two weeka,and perhaps later 
on once a month. You have complained about some natives 
having lots of cattle and others nothing, and that the 
one has no money for dipping the cattle of other people; 
but there must be some money to dip cattle. Would you 
be in favour of taxing the cattle?-- ?/e have to do

everything



everything that the Government wants.
We must do something - put a tax on the cattle 

and say to you "pay 10/- each and all of you dip the
cattle.”?-- 1 am paying £3 Kiax. What is the other £2
for; is that for dipoing?

Yes?-- Why should I pay £2 and another only pay
10/ -?

That is because you have more wives?-- % y  should
I pay for mope wives?

That is the old custom: the rich man pays, and the
poor man Jays less?----- You might not he rich even if you
have several wives; your children might all die.

You complain of a man who lives in Johannesburg 
and only pays £1 there?-- Yes.

A id the man who lives in the location has to pay 
10/- extra. But everyone who owns land or lives on it 
has to pay tax. I also have to pay tax. Mr. Lucas, 
who lives in the to¥/n, does not pay tax because he has 
no land. As regards the question of payment for road 
repairs. The Commission will tell the Government and the
Native Commissioner what they have heard here?--  (No
answer).

LUCAS: HA7e you yourself worked in Johannes
burg?-- Yes.

What work were you doing there?-- I was Foreman
at the Booysens Range in Johannesburg.

Did you sec any of yournatives from the tribe stay
ing in Johannesburg and not coming back?-- Yes.

Why were they staying there and not coming back? —  
Some of them stay there because they work there, spend all 
their money, aid buy clothes and this and that, and then

w hen................•
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when they want to come home they find that they have not 
enough #oney, so they work another month, and so it goes on, 
at the end of each month they find they have not got enough 
money to get hack.

Do all these who go there send money back to
their wives or parents at the kr aal?--  Not all of them;
some of thm have forgotten all about their wives.
They do not even know that they have got wives any more, 
hey do not send th m anything to buy clothes.

Do all the children in the Location where you are 
go to school?--  Yes.

All of them?-- Yes.
What happens to the boys who have to herd?--  The

herd boys go in at nine and oane out at eleven.
Are the cattle shut up until 11 o’clock?--  Yes,

they stay in till 11. Sometimes if there are two herd- 
boys they are let out early. If there is only one, it is 
till 11 o’clock.

(ADJOURNED TO 2.15 p.m.).

PIET BOY, called and examined:
THE CHAIRMAN; Have you heard what the other 

witnesses have told the Commission here?--  I heard.
Do you agree with what they said?--  I agree, but

I want to be given time to say what I am told to come a M  
say here.

Whom do you represent?--  All those who are resid
ing beyond Levudo; beyond Chigalo Location, Chikundu Loca
tion, and Mlinga Location. We thank you very much for com
ing here and listening to our complaints. The first thing



I want to say is that we have boys who belong to this coun
try working in Johannesburg; they all belong to the 
Zoutpansberg District. Nearly all of then left this 
country and went to work while they were not married; they 
left their p̂  rents at home, and now they have got married 
up there, they have also got children. The Municipality 
build buildings for them and tell them that everyone who 
wants to hire a room — and this they are doing — has to 
pay £1 for it a month. They are also crying out that they 
have not got enough money with which to return, and that 
they have a lot of expenses to meet, ’̂hey are told that 
they had better get more wages. We are complaining about 
the dipping of cattle every seven days; we contend that 
we should only dip twice a month. They say also that 
there should be a bridge for us because in time of flood 
they cannot go and report matters which they wish to, and as 
they are afraid of crossing the river. The complain also 
about money, because a man \vho has got four wives has to 
pay £5 to the Government. They say, “why should we pay 
£3? We have not got stock.” With reference to the
schools: every location at our place has its school. If 
I wish to hire a teacher and I speak to the Ministers they 
tell me they cannot take my report in urgently. So I hire a 
teacher and pay him, and this school is no longer under my 
control but under that of the Government. It has be n 
under the Government now for about four months. These 
people whom I represent tell me to come and say the 
Government should have pity on us and that we should only 
dip our cattle once a month.

We want to know more about the schools; what
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