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^  I ’ll absorb so muifi budding spring that

\k . *  o 1 y o u ’ll find it stjll in ray hair when you
- Ir/e* r ' . get close enough \o  touch it - and two-thirds

J& cJ: " I  . Ar>ril 9, 1940 will be for you.

Fear of night on the high veld is as natural to you as fear of the 

hard cornered city after dark is to the raw native. It is alien to 

your ancestry farther back than any man can count his forefathers.

I too have know the fear of vide, dark unsheltered places. As a young 

adolescent I knew this fear and knowing it I was angered and later I 

would set my alarum for three a.m. and get up and walk into the country; 

when I came to a remote and fearsome spot far from any of my kind I

' 5 ,

would stand with clenched fists and presed lips until the fear drained
*

away and I could stand and listen attentively to the unfamiliar night 

sounds of the wo$d and view w i t h  curiosity the luminous log and the

w *
intermittent light of the insects. This I had to do many times until 

now I lie often |n the dark remote places and Invite* the strange life

to come to me an4 tell its story to a fellow creature who has been so
_  -  ____* *  1  — ____ _ ,|
long separated from this freer unself-conscious nature. For you this

* A
carry' the fight to the e n e m s y’s camp and finding him to be no enemy is 

more difficult but try some time w h e n  you are camping - step away a 

hundred feet from your tent and fire and open your senses wide and you 

m ay get some inkling of this ancient comraderie of the night - it is 

good medicine for ’’dark s t r e a k s”.

Dear Hilda it hurts me to know that y o u  are unhappy and I am 

so far away and my help so tenuous. How strong is my w i s h  that that 

you might come to be at such times that we might in the quiet of our 

blended unassailable goodwill refill our emptied vessels of hope and 

courage. My hope is refreshed, far be it from ke to deny that it often
, c

needs refreshing, by the knoweldge that I am working every hour from 

the place where I am toward the place where I want to be, and can be

most effective; even though I admit that I d o n ’t see clearly just where
i

that is. Let justice be y o u r  guiding drive until you are convinced that 

the ever present weight of this burden is stagnating you and then it is



your first duty to yourself- all you ever hope to be or mean - to stir 

up your mind and body with new infusions of beauty. The alternative % ( 

is a narrowing, a u t o - c annibalism leading to the blinded rut of fanaticism. 

Believe me dear the goal is not won by the first man there but by the 

man who having arrived is still alive enough t o ; colonize the place,thus 

consolidating forever the ground gained.

Today has been the most stalling of the war. Everyone here is 

hoping that Britain wasn't caught napping as much as the first flashes 

would indicate. We may not be Anglophiles but we know where our best 

interests lie and that Britain with all her clumbsy faults more nearly 

approaches our ideals than do her o^onents. The stupidy and horrible 

shortsightedness of the mad business continues to hit me hard between 

the eyes day after day. N o thing that has transpired has in the least 

shaken my conviction that we should stay out of it not so m u c h  because 

of my deep hate of war but rather because in so doing we may be able 

to retain some sanity and really help to straighter^ things up in the 

less spectacular but no less cruel period of pain and panic which will 

follow . T o  do this effectively we must m a i ntain some degree of contact 

with the Nazis even tho our emotions rebell

I received to lots of papers from you and enjoyed them them very 

much. This is fine work. Try to keep it as S o u t h  African as possible. 

Please send me more of the same and others when the opportunity offers.

D o n’t worry yourself w r i t i n g  to me. I look forward w i t h  keen 

anticipation to your letters but d o n ’t want you to feel that you must 

write consistently as aduty or something of the sort.

My work with the handicapped has progressed and developed beyond 

my hopes, which are always optomistic. In less than a year the real 

interest of the right people has been aroused and definite steps taken 

and plans made, and cooperation offered. The work at the youth center 

goes more slowly but has progressed and I hope will bloom considerable 

this summer when it will be critically needed. In this work with the 

poor laity that inertia nearly stifles one and demands patience plus.
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