
3 Lj i . . .  i r L : < u n  I I In:. i t i . J !  A PP LI Li 1 1 0 ' ;  F D R  F I N A N C I A L  AID

Dr Ivan Toms is an active member of the End C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a mpaign in Cane 

Town. He is a well known and respected comm u n i t y  figure in Cape Town, 

having served as a d o ctor at the SAC LA clinic in Crossroads for a number 

of years, before its d e s t r uction in 1986. He i s well known for his 

participation in the ECC ' s  Fast for a just Peace Campaign, held in late 

1985. During this cam p a i g n  Ivan fasted for three weeks in St Georges 

Cathedral, to h i g h l i g h t  the plight of tow n s h i p  residents faced with the 

invasion of their c o m m u n i t i e s  by the South A f rican Defence Force. He has 

also expressed his c o m m i t m e n t  to peace through coming to a decision not 

to do any further service in the SADF.

Ivan completed his i n i t i a l  period of m i litary service, but through his 

involvement in C rossroads, he realised that the ^.ADF played a central 

role in dtfending the system that produced the social problems he was 

working with on a day-to - d a y  basis. He decided that he would never again 

serve and made his position publically known on numerous occasions. The 

SADF however has seen fit to call him up for camps on numerous occasions. 

Ivan has repeatedly stated that he would rather go to jail than serve again. 

His latest call up is for Nov e m b e r  12, and if convicted for refusing to 

serve he will face a prison sentence of up to three years.

ECC has decided to support this stand of Ivan's. kJe feel it will be a chance 

to positively aid the m ovement for n o n - r a c i a l i s m  in this country. Through 

his action we will demon s t a t e  that not all whi t e  South Af r i c a n s  are 

prepared to be party to the occupation of N a m i b i a  or our townships.

ECC also hopes to be able to highlight the role the SADF is playing in 

Namibia and the town ships and to expose that role to as wide a group 

of people as possible. T h r o u g h  this we would be building support for the 

call to End C o n s c r i p t i o n .  As Ivan is but one of thousands of South Africans, 

facing the c a l l - u p  we would also want to build support for Consc i e n t i o u s  

Objectors in the country. As the penalties facing objectors who do not 

comply with the terms of the Act governing the recognition of heligious 

Cbjectors, are p a r t i cularly bars'., the ca m p a i g n  would be directed at 

pressing for changes in the Law. This would be to make the provisions more 

humane in dealing with O bjectors such as Ivan. Other aims of such a campaign 

would include b u i l d i n g  ECC and broadening its support base, and taking 

the issue of c o n s c r i p t i o n  more actively into the Churches (Ivan is an active 

member of the Church of the Province of South Africa).

Perhaps one of the most important aims of a campaign would be to focus



the attention of the public on the plight of conscripts. Uithin ECC we 

have realisedthat their are many South Africans, particularly conscripts 

themselves, who are faced wi t h  this dillemma. We be l i e v e  that as ECC we 

need to be saying to the c o n s c r i p t  that their c onflict of conscience is 

legitimate given the natu r e  of the war they are c o m p e l l e d  to participate 

in. Ivan's statement is di r e c t e d  to those people.

Ue have decided that the best way to achieve these aims would be to launch 

a national campaign of s u pport for Ivan. As he is well known nationally and 

internationally the c a m p a i g n  would involve a n a t i o n a l  speaking tour as well 

as extensive press c o v e r a g e  and a media campaign. It would be directed at 

the public to raise the p r e s s u r e  on the gover n m e n t  to provide alternatives 

for 3ust lilar, and other O b j e c t o r s  as is the case with Religious Objectors.

\

It would thus be a p p r e c i a t e d  ifassistancp could be given to realise these 

a i m s .

BUDGET

Expenditure ’

National Publication 5 000

Na t i o n a l  Poster 3 000

4 Public meetings - venues 1 000

— adverts 800

- p amphlets 5 000

- pasters 2 000

Travel (Ivan and other speakers) 2 000

Production of a video aimed at explaining 

the issues 5 000

T r ial (publicity, a t t e n d a n c e  of i n t e rnational 

jurist, etc) 8 000

31 800

Income

ECC 1 0 000

EXPECTED DEFICIT: 21 800



WHY I REFUSE TO SERVE IN THE SADF 
STAEMENT BY LIEUTENANT IVAN TOMS

I FIND MYSELF IN A CRISIS OF CONSCIENCE
I f a c e  a c a l l - u p  f o r  12th N o v e m b e r .  I f i n d  m y s e l f  in t h e  s a m e  
c r i s i s  o f  c o n s c i e n c e  as t h o u s a n d s  o f  f e l l o w  c o n s c r i p t s  w h o  a r e  
u n h a p p y  a b o u t  s e r v i n g  in t h e  a r m y .  B e c a u s e  o f  m y  e x p e r i e n c e s  in 
t h e  S A D F  a n d  in t h e  s q u a t t e r  c a m p  o f  C r o s s r o a d s  I a m  t h e r e f o r e  
o b j e c t i n g  to m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  I a m  p r e p a r e d  to go to jail for 
t h i s  s t a n d .

I h a v e  a l w a y s  t r i e d  to b e  t r u e  to m y  b e l i e f s *  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  
c o m i n g  to a d e e p  C h r i s t i a n  c o m m i t m e n t .  I a m  n o t  a t h e o r e t i c i a n ,  
r a t h e r  a f a i r l y  o r d i n a r y  p e r s o n  w h o  t r i e s  to i n t e g r a t e  w h a t  h e  
b e l i e v e s  w i t h  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s .  T h e  r e a l i t y  of t h e  i n j u s t i c e s  in 

our c o u n t r y  h a v e  c o n v i n c e d  m e  o f  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  
w i t h  a n y  f o r m  o f  s e r v i c e  in t h e  S A D F .  I, l i k e  m a n y  o t h e r  y o u n g  
w h i t e  m e n  w h o  l o v e  t h e i r  c o u n t r y ,  f i n d  t h a t  I c a n n o t  i g n o r e  my 
c o n s c i e n c e .  I k n o w  I c a n n o t  go i n t o  t h e  a r m y ,  a n d  h a v e  h a d  to 
s i n c e r e l y  a n d  h o n e s t l y  lo o k  at all t h e  p o s s i b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s .

I AM COMMITTED TO SERVING MY COUNTRY, SOUTH AFRICA
I w a s  b o r n  in G e r m i s t o n  a n d  h a v e  l i v e d  m y  w h o l e  l i f e  in S o u t h  
A f r i c a .  I h a v e  b e e n  o v e r s e a s ,  y e t  I a l w a y s  f e e l  d r a w n  b a c k  to my 
c o u n t r y .  H e r e  I h a v e  e n j o y e d  a p r i v i l e g e d  g o v e r n m e n t  s c h o o l i n g  
w h i c h  e n a b l e d  m e  to s t u d y  m e d i c i n e .  S o u t h  A f r i c a  h a s  b e e n  g o o d  
to m e  a n d  I a m  c o m m i t t e d  to s e r v i n g  m y  f e l l o w  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  w i t h  
t h e  s k i l l s  t h a t  I h a v e  g a i n e d .

I HAVE SERVED IN THE SADF AS AN OFFICER, AND THESE EXPERIENCES 
HAVE GREATLY INFLUENCED MY DECISION TO OBJECT
I u n w i l l i n g l y  s e r v e d  two y e a r s  in t h e  S A D F  as a m e d i c a l  d o c t o r  in 
1 9 7 8  a n d  1979. I f o u n d  it e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  to d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  
to s e r v e  or n o t  in t h e  S A D F .  T h e s e  f e e l i n g s  w e r e  s h a r e d  by q u i t e  
a n u m b e r  o f  f e l l o w  c o n s c r i p t s  in m y  u n i t .  I d i d  m y  b a s i c  
t r a i n i n g  a s  a c o m b a t a n t  a n d  w a s  t h e n  p r o m o t e d  to t h e  r a n k  of 
f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t .  L a t e r  w h e n  I w a s  s e n t  to t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
a r e a ,  I r e a l i z e d  th a t  to kill a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e  for 
m e  to r e c o n c i l e  w i t h  m y  c o n s c i e n c e .  I a p p l i e d  f o r  a n d  w a s  
g r a n t e d  n o n c o m b a t a n t  s t a t u s .

W h e n  I w o r k e d  in t h e  C i s k e i  h o m e l a n d  I w a s  t o l d  b y  a m a j o r  in 
m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  that m y  r o l e  a s  a d o c t o r  w a s  to s p y  o n  my 
p a t i e n t s :  I w a s  to g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  
T h e  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e i r  n e e d s  and n o t  
t h e  c r y i n g  n e e d s  o f  t h e  b a r r e n  h o m e l a n d s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  d o c t o r s  
w e r e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  h o m e l a n d  to s t a f f  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s ;  yet, 
w h e r e  I l a t e r  w o r k e d  in t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P a e d i a t r i c s  at 2 
M i l i t a r y  H o s p i t a l ,  t h e r e  w e r e  m o r e  d o c t o r s  t h a n  p a t i e n t s  in t h e  
w a r d  .



I w a s  s e n t  t w i c e  to t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a  a n d  s e r v e d  o n  t h e  
A n g o l a n  b o r d e r  for s i x  m o n t h s .  M y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  N a m i b i a n  
p e o p l e  c o n v i n c e d  m e  t h a t  t h e y  do n o t  w a n t  t h e  S A D F  in t h e i r  
c o u n t r y ;  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law s a y s  t h a t  S o u t h  A f r i c a  h a s  no r i g h t  to 
b e  t h e r e .  T h e  local p e o p l e  "feel t h a t  t h e y  a r e  o p p r e s s e d  b y  an 
i n v a d i n g  a r m y .  F o r  t h em* c u r f e w s  a n d  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e  h a r a s s m e n t  
a r e  t h e  w a y  o f  l i f e  in t h e  S A D F - i m p o s e d  w a r  zone.

E v e n  as a n o n c o m b a t a n t  d o c t o r  s e r v i c i n g  m i s s i o n  h o s p i t a l s  in the 
a r ea, I f e l t  t h e  d i s l i k e  a n d  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  T h i s  s o r t  
of " c i v i c  a c t i o n "  p r o g r a m m e  n e v e r  w o n  t h e i r  h e a r t s  or 'minds.

I a l s o  g r e w  to u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  m y  n o t  c a r r y i n g  a g u n  d i d  n o t  in 
a n y  w a y  l i m i t  m y  u s e f u l n e s s  to t h e  S A D F ;  I r e m a i n e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  
c o g  in t h e  m a c h i n e  th a t  c h u r n e d  o u t  y o u n g  m e n  to f i g h t  in N a m i b i a  
and s u b s e q u e n t l y  in t h e  t o w n s h i p s  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a .

I HAVE WORKED AS A DOCTOR FOR SIX YEARS IN CROSSROADS, AND KNOW 
THAT I AM ABLE TO DO REAL NATIONAL SERVICE WORKING WITH THE POOR 
AND OPPRESSED
A f t e r  m y  t i m e  in t h e  S A D F ,  I f e l t  c a l l e d  to w o r k  in t h e  s q u a t t e r  
c a m p  o f  C r o s s r o a d s .  At t h a t  s t a g e  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  ^ 0 , 0 0 0  
A f r i c a n s  h a d  no p e r m a n e n t  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  h e a l t h  n e e d s  
w e r e  m a s s i v e .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’s r e a s o n  f o r  n o t  s u p p l y i n g  a 
s e r v i c e  w a s  t h a t  t h e y  s a w  C r o s s r o a d s  a s  m e r e l y  a t e m p o r a r y  
c o m m u n i t y .  Y e t  b y  1 9 8 6  t h e r e  w e r e  1 3 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  in C r o s s r o a d s !  
W i t h  a s m a l l  t e a m  I d e v e l o p e d  a c a r i n g  C h r i s t i a n  c l i n i c  th a t  
s e r v e d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f a i t h f u l l y  f o r  s i x  y e a r s .  I w a s  f u l l y  
a c c e p t e d  b y  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a s  " t h e i r  d o c t o r "  a n d  t h e y  t r e a t e d  me 
as a b r o t h e r  in t h e i r  d e s i r e  to b e t t e r  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n s .

In S e p t e m b e r  1983, A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  B o a r d  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  p o l i c e  
w o u l d  c o m e  in, d a y  in a n d  d a y  ou t ,  f o r  3 w e e k s  to d e m o l i s h  
" i l l e g a l  s t r u c t u r e s " .  W h a t  t h i s  a c t u a l l y  m e a n t  w a s  th a t  i n n o c e n t  
p e o p l e  w h o  h a d  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  h o m e l a n d s  o f  T r a n s k e i  a n d  C i s k e i  
b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w a s  no f o o d  or w o r k  t h e r e ,  w e r e  b e i n g  a t t a c k e d  
d a i l y  b y  t h e s e  o f f i c i a l s .  O l d  w o m e n  a n d  b a b i e s  w e r e  b e i n g  left 
in t h e  r a i n  a n d  c o l d  o f  a C a p e  w i n t e r  b e c a u s e ,  to t h e  S o u t h  
A f r i c a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  in C a p e  T o w n .  W h e n  
t h e  w o m e n  h e l d  o n t o  t h e  f l i m s y  b r a n c h e s  t h a t  f o r m e d  t h e  b a s e  of 
t h e i r  p l a s t i c  s h e l t e r s ,  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a " r i o t " .  R u b b e r  
b u l l e t s ,  t e a r g a s ,  s n e e z e  p o w d e r  a n d  p o l i c e  d o g s  b a t t e r e d  t h e  
p e o p l e  into s u b m i s s i o n  a n d  w e  h a d  to t r e a t  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  in t h e  
c l i n i c .

T h e  p o l i c e  i n v a d e d  t h e  t o w n s h i p  in C a s p i r s ,  d r e s s e d  in g r e e n  
c a m o u f l a g e  u n i f o r m s ,  w h i c h  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  C r o s s r o a d s  
c o u l d  n o t  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  b e t w e e n  p o l i c e  a n d  a r m y .  T h e y  w e r e  all 
" a m a j o n i "  to t h e  c h i l d r e n  - to b e  f e a r e d  a n d  h a t e d .  H o w  c o u l d  I 
a s  a C h r i s t i a n  w h o  f e l t  c a l l e d  b y  G o d  to s e r v e  t h i s  c o m m u n i t y  
p u t  o n  a S A D F  u n i f o r m  a n d  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  t h a t  s y s t e m  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  
and e v i l ?  So m y  p o l i t i c a l  c h o i c e s  b e c a m e  c l e a r  b e c a u s e  of the 
S t a t e ’s d i s r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  a n d  v a l u e  o f  b l a c k s .



T h i s  w a s  r e i n f o r c e d  in F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 5  w h e n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w a n t e d  
to f o r c i b l y  r e m o v e  all t h e  b l a c k s  in C a p e  T o w n  to K h a y e l i t s h a .
T h e  d e c i s i o n  h a d  n o t h i n g  to do w i t h  the n e e d  f o r  m o r e  b l a c k  
h o u s i n g .  B l a c k s  f r o m  L a n g a  a n d  G u g u l e t u  w e r e  to b e  m o v e d  o u t  of 
t h e i r  p r e s e n t  h o u s e s  to t h e  s a n d  d u n e s  of K h a y e l i t s h a .  It w a s  
a c t u a l l y  a s e c u r i t y  s o l u t i o n  d e s i g n e d  b y  t h e  m i l i t a r y  a n d  p o l i c e  
to c o n t r o l  a n d  o p p r e s s  b l a c k s .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  two d a y s  of 
r e s t o r i n g  " l a w  a n d  o r d e r "  to C r o s s r o a d s  t h e  p o l i c e  k i l l e d  IB 
r e s i d e n t s  a n d  w e  in t h e  C l i n i c  t r e a t e d  178 i n j u r i e s .

T h e n  t h e  u l t i m a t e  e v i l  h a p p e n e d .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  u s e d  t h e  g r e e d  
of t h e  " w i t d o e k "  c o n s e r v a t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  O l d  C r o s s r o a d s  to 
b r u t a l l y  a t t a c k  a n d  b u r n  t h e  h o m e s  o f  7 0 , 0 0 0  s q u a t t e r s  in N y a n g a  
E x t e n s i o n ,  P o r t l a n d  C e m e n t  a n d  K T C .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  s w o r n  
a f f i d a v i t s  t h a t  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  a n d  S A D F  w e r e  n o t  p r o t e c t i n g  
the s q u a t t e r s  f r o m  t h e  " w i t d o e k e "  a n d  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  t h e  s e c u r i t y  
f o r c e s  w e r e  at t i m e s  a c t i v e l y  a s s i s t i n g  " w i t d o e k e "  in t h e i r  a c t s  
of d e s t r u c t i o n .  S A D F  t r o o p s  w e r e  e m p l o y e d  to c l e a r  a r e a s  and 
s t o p  t h e  p e o p l e  r e t u r n i n g  to r e b u i l d .

D u e  to t h r e a t s  to t h e  l i v e s  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  b l a c k  s t a f f  the c l i n i c  
c l o s e d  a n d  t h e  S A D F  h a s t i l y  o c c u p i e d  t h e  c l i n i c  b u i l d i n g s  - 
s y m b o l i c a l l y  o n  16 J u n e  1986, t h e  t e n t h  a n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  S o w e t o  
u p r i s i n g s .  N o w  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  a c o m m u n i t y  c l i n i c  r u n  b y  a 
C h r i s t i a n  s t a f f  t e a m  w a s  u s e d  b y  t h e  S A D F  to t r y  a n d  w i n  the 
" h e a r t s  a n d  m i n d s "  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  P o s t e r s  s a y i n g  " S A D F  f r o m  the 
p e o p l e  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e "  w e r e  p u t  up, y e t  p a t i e n t s  w e r e  t r e a t e d  by 
d o c t o r s  w i t h  p i s t o l s  in t h e i r  b e l t s  a n d  t h e  m e d i c a l  o r d e r l i e s  d i d  
t h e  d r e s s i n g s  w i t h  t h e i r  r i f l e s  s t a n d i n g  in t h e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  
d r e s s i n g - r o o m .

I d o n ’t b l a m e  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e m e n  w h o  w e r e  f o r c e d  to b e  p a r t  
o f  t h i s  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  c l i n i c .  S o m e  of t h e  d o c t o r s  h a d  
a c t u a l l y  w o r k e d  in t h e  c l i n i c  in t h e i r  f i n a l  y e a r  at U C T  and w e r e  
v e r y  u n h a p p y  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e y  h a d  to do. T h e  b l a m e  m u s t  b e  
d i r e c t e d  at t h e  S A D F .

P r e s e n t l y  I a m  p a r t  of the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  C h r i s t i a n  L e a d e r s h i p  
A s s e m b l y  <S A C L A ) H e a l t h  P r o j e c t .  W e  t r a i n  C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  
W o r k e r s  in t h r e e  b l a c k  t o w n s h i p s  in t h e  W e s t e r n  C a p e  u n d e r  the 
a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M i s s i o n  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  the 
P r o v i n c e  o f  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  ( A n g l i c a n ) .

I REFUSE TO SERVE IN AN ARMY THAT DEFENDS APARTHEID, RATHER THAN 
THE WHOLE NATION OF SOUTH AFRICA
If t h e  S A D F  w a s  t r u l y  a " d e f e n c e  f o r c e "  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  r i g h t s  and 
p r o p e r t y  o f  all S o u t h  A f r i c a n s ,  t h e n  I w o u l d  w i l l i n g l y  s e r v e  as 
a n o n c o m b a t a n t  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r .

But s i n c e  O c t o b e r  1984 t r o o p s  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  to c o n t r o l  t h e  b l a c k  
t o w n s h i p s  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  a n d  to s u p p r e s s  r e s i s t a n c e  to 
a p a r t h e i d .  T h e  b o r d e r  is no l o n g e r  t h o u s a n d s  o f  m i l e s  a w a y  in 
N a m i b i a ,  b u t  r i g h t  o n  o u r  d o o r s t e p  in L a n g a ,  G u g u l e t u  a n d  KTC. 
F r i e n d s  w h o  m i g h t  h a v e  g o n e  to t h e  s a m e  c h u r c h  s c h o o l  a r e  n o w



■facing e a c h  o t h e r  a c r o s s  t h e  b a r r e l  o f  a g u n  in t h e  t o w n s h i p s .
For m o s t  c o n s c r i p t s  t h i s  is t h e  ■first t i m e  t h e y  h a v e  e n t e r e d  a 
b l a c k  t o w n s h i p ,  a n d  t h e y  d r i v e  in h i g h  up in a b u f f e l  w i t h  
t e a r g a s ,  g r e n a d e s ,  r i f l e s  - a n d  w i t h  "fear w e l l i n g  up w i t h i n  them.

A f t e r  w o r k i n g  in t h e  t o w n s h i p s  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  r e a l  f r i e n d s h i p s  
w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e ,  I c a n n o t  b e l i e v e  th a t  the c h i l d r e n  and y o u t h  
b e i n g  c h a s e d  b y  p a t r o l l i n g  b u f f e l s  a r e  t h e  e n e m y .  S u r e l y  t h e y  
a r e  a c t u a l l y  f e l l o w  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  w h o  long f o r  a p l a c e  in the 
s u n  w i t h  t h e i r  w h i t e  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s .

I STAND WITH ALL CONSCRIPTS WHO CALL FOR CONSTRUCTIVE ALTERNATIVE 
NATIONAL SERVICE
I r e a l l y  do b e l i e v e  t h a t  I h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g  t r u e  n a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  
in m y  w o r k  in t h e  p o o r e s t  s g u a t t e r  a r e a s  o f  G r e a t e r  C a p e  Tow n .  
T h i s  is t h e  k i n d  o f  s e r v i c e  th a t  I b e l i e v e  w i l l  h e l p  to b u i l d  a 
S o u t h  A f r i c a  t h a t  w e  c a n  all b e  p r o u d  of.

I s t a n d  w i t h  all c o n s c r i p t s  w h o  s u p p o r t  t h e  E n d  C o n s c r i p t i o n  
C a m p a i g n ’s c a l l  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e .  T h e  law 
p r o v i d e s  for c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e  o n l y  to c o n s c r i p t s  w h o  a r e  b o t h  
r e l i g i o u s  a n d  p a c i f i s t .  T h e y  a r e  f o r c e d  to do s i x  y e a r s  of 
s e r v i c e  in a g o v e r n m e n t  s t r u c t u r e .  C o n s t r u c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  
s e r v i c e  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  s a m e  l e n g t h  as m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  a n d  be 
a v a i l a b l e  to u s  in c h u r c h ,  w e l f a r e  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .
To t h o s e  c o n s c r i p t s  w h o  s e e  no o p t i o n  b u t  to go u n w i l l i n g l y  into 
t h e  S A D F , t h e  c h o i c e  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  n o t  to s e r v e  in the 
t o w n s h i p s  or N a m i b i a .

I a m  o n e  o f  m a n y  u n h a p p y  a n d  u n w i l l i n g  c o n s c r i p t s  w h o  h a v e  to 
m a k e  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  c h o i c e s .  S o m e  c h o o s e  to go into e x i l e .  S o m e  
c h o o s e  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e  as r e l i g i o u s  p a c i f i s t s .  O t h e r s  e v a d e  
t h e i r  c a l l - u p  b y  c h a n g i n g  t h e i r  a d d r e s s e s  f r e g u e n t l y .  M a n y  
s i m p l y  f i n d  it i m p o s s i b l e  to do a n y t h i n g  b u t  go into the S A D F  
r e l u c t a n t l y ,  a n g r y  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  g i v e n  a n y  r e a l i s t i c  
a l t e r n a t i v e s .  I h a v e  c h o s e n  p r i s o n .  I h o p e  t h a t  m y  s t a n d  w i l l  
c o n t r i b u t e  to t h e  p r e s s u r e  o n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  to i n t r o d u c e  

c o n s t r u c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  n a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  f o r  all c o n s c r i p t s .

I BELIEVE I MUST MAKE A STAND
I a m  c o m m i t t e d  to S o u t h  A f r i c a  a n d  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  t r u l y  
p a t r i o t i c  a c t i o n  f o r  m e  is to g o  to p r i s o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  d e n y  my 
f a i t h  a n d  m y  b e l i e f s .  S o u t h  A f r i c a  is in a s t a t e  o f  c i v i l  war 
a n d  w e  h a v e  to t a k e  s i d e s .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s i d e  o f  j u s t i c e  
and t r u t h  is t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  p o o r  a n d  o p p r e s s e d  in o u r  c o u n t r y .
I s t a n d  o n  t h a t  s i d e .
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VITAE OF LIEUTENANT IVAN PETER TOMS <MEDICAL DOCTOR)

11 J u l y  1 9 5 8  in G e r m i s t o n ,  T r a n s v a a l  

E d w a r d  a n d  M i l l i c e n t  T o m s .
F a t h e r !  a r e t i r e d  w a t e r  m e t e r  r e a d e r  at t h e  D u r b a n  
M u n i  c i p a 1 i ty
M o t h e r !  t e a c h e s  m u s i c  f r o m  h o m e

P r i m a r y  S c h o o l !  S e a  V i e w  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  in D u r b a n
S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l :  G l e n w o o d  B o y ’s H i g h  S c h o o l ,
D u r b a n  C 1 9 6 5  - 196911
S e c r e t a r y  o f  h i s  s c h o o l  H o u s e  1 9 6 9
H a l f  C o l o u r s  for R u g b y  19 6 9
C a p t a i n  o f  S e c o n d  R u g b y  T e a m  19 6 9
H o n o u r s  f o r  a c a d e m i c s  1 9 6 8  &. 1 9 6 9
D e p u t y  H e a d  P r e f e c t  19 6 9
G o o d  F e l l o w s h i p  P r i z e  19 6 9

A m e r i c a n  F i e l d  S e r v i c e  C A F S D  e x c h a n g e  s t u d e n t  to 
M a d i s o n ,  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  U . S . A .  ( A t t e n d e d  D a n i e l  H a n d  
H i g h  S c h o o l )  J u l y  1 9 7 0  - J u l y  1971

S t u d i e d  m e d i c i n e  at t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a p e  T o w n  
f r o m  1 9 7 0  - 1976. G r a d u a t e d  M . B . , C h . B .  in 1976 
S m u t s  Ha l l  H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  1 9 7 3  - 1 9 7 5
S t u d e n t  Y M C A  C o m m i t t e e  1 9 7 3  - 19 7 5
S t u d y i n g  f o r  a B a c h e l o r ’s d e g r e e  in T h e o l o g y  at 
U N I S A  1 9 8 ^  - p r e s e n t

K i m b e r l e y  H o s p i t a l  1 9 7 7

J a n u a r y  1 9 7 8  to D e c e m b e r  1 9 7 9  C2 y e a r s ]  in the 
S o u t h  A f r i c a n  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  S o u t h  
A f r i c a n  D e f e n c e  F o r c e  C S ADF3!

3 m o n t h s !  B a s i c  t r a i n i n g  as a c o m b a t a n t  C p r i v a t e D  
P r o m o t e d !  to o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  r a n k  o f  F i r s t  

L i e u t e n a n t
9 m o n t h s !  in t h e  h o m e l a n d / b a n t u s t a n  o f  C i s k e i  

s e r v i n g  in u n i f o r m  at M o u n t  C o k e  &< 
C e c i l i a  M a k i w a n e  H o s p i t a l s  

m o n t h s !  at 2 M i l i t a r y  H o s p i t a l  W y n b e r g  
C p a e d  iatr ics] 

m o n t h s !  in t h e  w a r  z o n e  [ o p e r a t i o n a l  a r e a ]  in 
N a m i b i a  C S . W . A . 3  o n  t h e  A n g o l a n  b o r d e r  
as a n o n  c o m b a t a n t

6
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F o u n d e r  a n d  P r i n c i p a l  O f f i c e r  & D o c t o r  in C h a r g e !  
E m p i l i s w e n i  S A C L A  C l i n i c ,  C r o s s r o a d s

J u n e  1 9 8 0  to D e c e m b e r  1 9 8 6  
D o c t o r  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  S A C L A  H e a l t h  
P r o j e c t  w o r k i n g  in b l a c k  t o w n s h i p s  a r o u n d  C a p e  
T o w n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 8 6  - p r e s e n t
P a r t  t i m e  l e c t u r e r  in t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  
H e a l t h  C U C T D  1 9 8 3  — p r e s e n t

S e c o n d  C a r n e g i e  I n g u i r y  in t o  P o v e r t y  &< D e v e l o p m e n t  
in S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  198^! " E m p i l i s w e n i  S A C L A  C l i n i c  
as a m o d e l  f o r  i n t e r v e n t i o n  in a s g u a t t e r  a r e a "  
E t h i c a l  & M o r a l  I s s u e s  in C o n t e m p o r a r y  M e d i c a l  
P r a c t i c e ,  F a c u l t y  o f  M e d i c i n e  U C T  1985! " T h e  
C o m m u n i t y  P r i m a r y  H e a l t h  C a r e  W o r k e r  &< t h e  
U n d e r p r  iv i 1e g e d "
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N a t a l  M e d i c a l  S t u d e n t s ’ C o n f e r e n c e  
1987! " D o c t o r ’s E x p e r i e n c e  o f  U n r e s t "  a n d  " H e a l t h  
S e r v i c e s  in u n r e s t  s i t u a t i o n :  t h e  S A C L A  H e a l t h  
P r o  j e c t "
F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  C o n s u l t a t i o n  o f  P r o g r e s s i v e  P r i m a r y  
H e a l t h  C a r e  1987! " T h e  S A C L A  H e a l t h  P r o j e c t "  
S e c o n d  N a t i o n a l  C o n s u l t a t i o n  o f  P r o g r e s s i v e  
P r i m a r y  H e a l t h  C a r e  1987! " S e m i n a r  o n  C o m m u n i t y  
H e a l t h  W o r k e r s "

E n d  C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n  C E C C ]  1 9 8 3  - p r e s e n t
V i c e  C h a i r p e r s o n  [ C a p e  T o w n  b r a n c h ]  1986
F a s t e d  C w a t e r  o n l y ]  f o r  3 w e e k s  in St G e o r g e ’s 
C a t h e d e r a l ! E C C ’s " T r o o p s  o u t  o f  t h e  T o w n s h i p  - 
F a s t  f o r  a J u s t  P e a c e "  c a m p a i g n  17 S e p t  - 7 Oct
1 9 8 5
N a t i o n a l  M e d i c a l  &< D e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  C N A M D A ]  1987 
M e d i c a l  C h r i s t i a n  F e l l o w s h i p !  S t u d e n t  t r a v e l l i n g  
s e c r e t a r y  1 9 8 3  - 1 9 8 ^
N a t i o n a l  P r o g r e s s i v e  P r i m a r y  H e a l t h  C a r e  C o m m i t t e e  
19 8 7

1985! D e t a i n e d  &< g u e s t i o n e d  in N o v e m b e r  for 
3 h o u r s

1986! H a d  t h e  w h e e l  n u t s  o f  h i s  c a r  l o o s e n e d  so 
t h a t  t h e  w h e e l  c a m e  o f f  w h i l e  d r i v i n g  

1987! T h r e a t e n i n g  & a b u s i v e  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s  Cup 
to 2 5  in o n e  d a y ] !  D e l i v e r y  o f  3 0  b a g s  of 
p i g  m a n u r e !  M a g a z i n e  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  o p e n e d  
in h i s  n a m e  w i t h o u t  h i s  k n o w l e d g e !  H o u s e  & 
c a r  g r a f f i t i e d !  g r a f f i t i  o n  p u b l i c  w a l l s !  
C a r  a d v e r t i s e d  f o r  s a l e  t w i c e !  W i n d s c r e e n  
w h i p e r s  d a m a g e d  t w i c e :  C a r  t y r e s  s l a s h e d  
o n c e
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H o l d s  or h e l d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o s i t i o n s  in h i s  local 
A n g l i c a n  C C P S A 3  P a r i s h  o f  St J o h n ’s W y n b e r g ! 
A s s o c i a t e  m e m b e r  o f  s t a f f  1 9 8 2  - p r e s e n t
M i s s i o n a r y  & T r a i n i n g  C o m m i t t e e  1 9 8 0  - 19 8 5  
C h a i r p e r s o n  o f  t h e  S o c i a l  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  C o m m i t t e e

1 9 8 0  - p r e s e n t
P a r i s h  C o u n c i l  198^ - p r e s e n t

D e l e g a t e  to C a p e  T o w n  D i o c e s a n  S y n o d  1983
D e l e g a t e  to P r o v i n c i a l  S y n o d  1985
E x e c u t i v e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C a p e  T o w n  D i o c e s a n  B o a r d  
o f  S o c i a l  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  1 9 8 ^  - p r e s e n t
B o a r d  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M i s s i o n

1 9 8 6  - p r e s e n t

1981! S p e a k e r  at a s e m i n a r  at t h e  e v a n g e l i c a l  
U r b a n a  M i s s i o n  C o n f e r e n c e  C U SAD 

1986! I n t e r n a t i o n a l  V i s i t o r s  P r o g r a m m e  [ U . S . A3 &< 
g u e s t  o f  M e d e c i n s  D u  M o n d e  C P a r i s 3  

1987! D e l e g a t e  to t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  
C h i l d r e n ,  r e p r e s s i o n ,  a n d  t h e  law in 
A p a r t h e i d  S o u t h  A f r i c a  C H a r a r e ,  Z i m b a b w e ]

R o t a r y  C l u b  of T a b l e  Bay! A w a r d  o f  M e r i t  ( S e r v i c e  
to t h e  c o m m u n i t y )

T h i r t y  o n e - a n d - a - h a 1f m o n t h s  in a c i v i l i a n  p r i s o n  
or m i l i t a r y  d e t e n t i o n  b a r r a c k s .
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