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BEAR T H E 
BRUNT IN 
THE LATEST 
D ET E N T IO N S
TH E SPO T L IG H T  of the 
massive detentions since the 
eruption o f violence last June, 
this week fell on one o f South 
Africa's most prom inent 
Black women, M rs Sally 
M otlana who has been 
d e ta in e d  u n d e r  one o f  
num erous security laws.

Her husband. Dr. N thato 
M o tla n a , an  ex ecu tive  
member o f the Black Parents’ 
Association, has been in 
detention since July.

At the time o f her detention, 
Mrs M otlana who holds the 
p o s i t i o n s  o f  N a t i o n a l  
P re s id en t o f ’ th e  Black 
W omen’s League, executive 
member o f the Federation of 
Black W omen in South 
Africa, executive m em ber of 
the S.A. Council of Churches 
and All Africa Conference of 
Churches (AACC), was due to 
a ttend an im portant meeting 
o f the AACC in Nairobi.

Arrested at the same time as 
Mrs M otlana. was Mrs Joyce 
Seroke. N ational Secretary of 
the World affiliated Young 
W o m e n ’s C h r i s t i a n  
Association.

She is believed to be 
detained under the Internal 
Security Act.

O ther women who are also 
in detention are Mrs Fatima 
Meer, National President of 
the Federation o f  Black 
W omen and Mrs Jean Noel, 
the Federation’s general 
secretary.

Rev. Wessels
Also detained are women 

be lo n g in g  to  th e  S .A . 
S tu d e n ts ’ O rg a n isa tio n  
(S A S O ) and  th e  Black 
■Peoples’ Convention.

The arrest o j  Mrs Motlana 
and Mrs Seroke fo llo w  closely 
on the detention o f  ministers 
like the Rev Allen Henrickse 
o f the  C o n g reg a tio n a l 
Church, the Rev Father 
M katshwa o j the Roman  
Catholic Bishops' Conference, 
Rev Chris Wessels o f  the 
Moravian Church and  tw o  
m inisters o f  the NG Kerk in 
Africa and  the prom inent 
leaders, including at least 6 
Black journalists.

The biggest num ber o f  
those in detention either under 
the Preventative Detention  
Section o j the Internal 
Security Act, are students 
m ost o j whom were arrested  
during the Johannesburg  
dem onstration. A t the time  
their num ber was m ore than 
400.

The detentions have met 
with strong condem nation, 
particularly from' churches 
a n d  c h u r c h - r e l a t e d  
organisations. One o f the 
strongest criticism of the 
detent ion-without-t rial 
practice came from the SA

By Revelation Ntoula

Council of Churches which 
represents about 19 churches, 
w ho  in t u r n  rep resen t 
approxim ately 151, .-million 
Christians.

In a hard-hitting  statem ent 
following M rs M otlana’s 
detention the SA CC warned 
the G overnm ent: “In G od’s 
name, think what you are 
doing, and do not silence the 
very people to  whom you 
should be talking."

Referring to  Black Africa’s 
re a c t io n , th e  s ta te m e n t 
continues: “The effect o f this 
m ove, on opinion in Black 
Africa is better imagined than 
described.”

M eanw h ile , a s  voices 
throughout South Africa 
clam our for the need for the 
ca llin g  o f  a Na t i ona l  
Convention at which the 
C o n s ti tu t io n  co u ld  be 
reviewed, the Prim e Minister. 
M r Vorster has made it 
abundantly  clear that such a 
meeting was simply out o f the

NEW  HOPE 
FOR

'INDEPENDENT'
STUDENTS

STU D EN TS FR O M  BLACK 
“independent”  churches are 
likely to  be accepted on a 
m u c h  w i d e r  s c a l e  at  
theological institutions of 
established churches in the 
future.

This is one outcom e o f the 
a n n u a l  m eetin g  o f  th e  
A ssociation o f South  African 
T h eo lo g ica l In s ti tu tio n s  
(A SA TI) which ended in 
G raham stow n this week.

T h i s  i m p o r t a n t
developm ent which could 
bring “independent" and 
“established” churches closer 
together—reflects the fact that 
this was one o f the most 
s i g n i f i c a n t  A S A T I  
conferences.

This body was form edjn  the 
early 1960s to prom ote co
operation between theological 
training institutions in South 
Africa.

Today ASATI has 24 
m e m b e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
(including several university 
t h e o l o g y  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  
although no White Afrikaans 
institutions belong  and is 
playing an im portant role in 
local theological education.

Applaud
Vorster's
readiness
to see 
churchmen, 
but...

W e w elcom e the Prime 
M i n i s t e r ' s  r e p o r t e d  
a ssu ra n ce  to a d elegation  
o f  t h e  R e f o r m e d  
E cum en ica l S yn od  recently  
that his door w as alw ays 
w ide op en  to the ch u rch es.

T he d elegation , w hich  
c o n s is ted  o f so m e  of 
w o r l d ’s  p r o m i n e n t  
c h u r c h m e n  o f  t h e  
R eform ed fam ily, m e! Mr 
V o r s t e r  f o l l o w i n g  a 
reso lu tion  taken by the RES 
m eein g  in C ape T ow n last 
A ugust. T he resolution  
itself had b een  prom pted  
by the current unrest in 
South  Africa.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  R E S  
so u rces , the Prime M inister 
told the d elegation  that he  
had, and w ould  co n tin u e  to 
give the ch u rch es  a hearing  
on w hat ever su b ject they  
m ight like to d isc u ss  with 
him. T he PM’s assu ran ce  
c o u l d  n o t  b e  m o r e  
w elcom e, particularly at 
this tim e and s ta g e  in South  
Africa w hen the prophetic  
vo ice  of the C hurch is 
n eed ed . After all, w e are a 
Christian country.

We sh are  with m en of 
p ea ce  su ch  as Dr Kaunda of 
Zam bia, that the State  
can n ot live apart from the  
C h u r c h  an d  th a t th e  
C hurch is the cu stod ian  of 
m oral su p rem ecy  in the  
S t a t e  w h i l e  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t  i s  t h e  
cu stod ian  of justice.

A d d ressing  the Third 
A ssem b ly  of the All Africa 
C o n feren ce  of C h u rch es in 
Lusaka in 1974, P resident 
Kaunda com m ented : “A 
g o o d  G overnm ent can n ot  
do  w ithout m orality just as  
the C hurch m ust d epend  
on the strength  of ju stice  in 
th e  S tate in order to m ake 
m o r a l  s u p r e m a c y  a 
practical reality.”

In South  Africa, the  
s u b j e c t  o f  C h u r c h  
in v o lv e m e n t  in  s o c ia l  
is su e s  h as for a long  time 
b een  a debatab le on e. On 
the o n e  extrem e, there have 
b een  th o se  w ho are totally  
o p p o sed  to the C hurch’s 
p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  s o c ia l  
is su e s  w hile on  the other, 
there are th o se  w h o  can n ot 
draw any line b etw een  the  
ch u rch es' role and that of 
the G overnm ent.

We believe, how ever, that 
a lth o u g h  th e  C h u rch  
can n ot fulfil the role o f the  
S tate, and  v ice  versa, the  
tw o institutions are so  
in s e p e r a b le  th a t o n e  
can n ot tou ch  o n e  and not 
the other. We firmly believe  
in the w h o len ess  o f man  
an d  th e r e fo r e  c a n n o t  
co n d o n e  any attem pt to 
com partm entalise  a hum an  
being.
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MINISTRY

IN TIME 
OF CRISIS

D O  TH E C H U R C H E S as institutions promise 
more and deliver less than any other 
organisation—not excluding the South African 
Government? While the question is polem ical and 
offensive, the m ood behind it is too pervasive to be 
ignored. For there is a widening credibility gap 
between what churches preach and teach and what 
they practice, as institutions and through the lives 
o f  their members.

T h is  c h a rg e  w as a c k n o w le d g e d  b y  m ost 
m e m b e rs  o f  th e  D ia k o n ia  se m in a r  o n  C h r is tia n  
M in is try  in  a  tim e  o f  C ris is , h e ld  in  D u rb a n  
recen tly . M em b ers  d iffe red  in  h o w  th is  g a p  co u ld  
ve n a rro w e d  o r  even  c lo sed .

F o r  th o se  w h o  d e sp a ir  o f  th e  c h u rc h e s ’ 
read in e ss  to  g ra p p le  w ith  ‘th e  rea l S o u th  A frican  
p ro b le m s’, th e  re sp o n se  o f  so m e  120 c h u rc h m e n  
an d  w o m en  to  th e  se m in a r  in v ita tio n  w as 
e n c o u ra g in g  a n d  a  r e p ro o f  to  th e  p ess im ists . (“ Jt 
w ill n ev er w o rk ” , p ro p h e s ie d  a  le a d in g  F ree  
C h u rc h  m in is te r , a n d  su re  e n o u g h  very  few  o f  his
c o lle ag u es  w ere th e re ----- ) B ut as a d e m o n s tra t io n
o f  c h u rc h  le ad e rs ’ a b il ity  a c tu a lly  to  en g ag e  in 
h a rd n o se d  secu la r an a ly s is  o f  th e  n a tio n a l an d  
reg io n a l s i tu a t io n , in  d e m a n d in g  th eo lo g ica l 
secu la r an a ly s is  o f  th e  n a tio n a l a n d  reg io n a l 
s i tu a t io n , in d e m a n d in g  th e o lo g ic a l re f le c tio n  a n d  
in p ra c tic a l p la n n in g  fo r  a c tio n , th e  se m in a r  
ex p e rien ce  w as less en co u rag in g .

O n th e  p o sitiv e  s ide  th e  ev en t d id  sh o w  th a t  
th e re  a re  p eo p le  in  D u rb a n  w h o  c a n  p u t to g e th e r  
an d  c a r ry  o u t a n  effec tive  ecu m e n ica l p ro g ra m m e  
o f  c o n sc ie n tiz a tio n ; a ls o  th a t  d e sp ite  th e  
d is e n c h a n tm e n t B lacks feel a b o u t  m u ltira c ia l 
c h u rc h e s , th ey  a re  still p re p a re d  to  co m e  an d  sh a re  
w ith  W hites . C o n se q u e n tly  it v in d ic a te d  th e  v is ion  
a n d  p e rs is ten ce  (o b s tin acy ? ) o f  A rc h b is h o p  D en is  
H u rley , w ho  b ad g e red  a n d  p e rsu a d e d  six  o th e r  
d e n o m in a tio n s  in  D u rb a n  to  c o -s p o n so r  w ith  th e  
R o m a n  C a th o lic  C h u rc h  a n  e x p e rim e n ta l p ro jec t 
fo r  C h r is tia n  so c ia l a c tio n  in th e  G re a te r  D u rb a n  
a rea .

In the seminar talks and group discussions on  
the concept o f a Church not only concerned for 
but also com m itted to  the struggle for social justice 
was hotly debated. But in the debate there was a 
visible polarisation between Black and White.

B lacks w ere v ir tu a lly  u n a n im o u s  in  a sse rtin g  
th a t  l ib e ra tio n  fro m  W h ite  o p p re s s io n  is a  g o a l to  
w h ich  C h ris tia n s  m u s t g ive w h o le h e a rte d  an d  
ac tiv e  s u p p o r t . W h ites  w ere  less u n ite d . A  few  
w e re  in  so l id a r i ty  w ith  th e  B lacks, a n d  F r. A lb e rt 
N o la n  p ro v id e d  a  v ig o ro u s ly  c o n tro v e rs ia l 
e x p o s itio n  o f  ‘l ib e ra tio n  th e o lo g y ’ a s  a  C h ris tia n  
basis to  th e  so c ia l s tru g g le . B ut m o s t W h ite s  w o u ld  
g ive o n ly  q u a lif ied  s u p p o r t  to  th e  g o a l o f  an d  
s tru g g le  fo r  lib e ra t io n , b e in g  c a re fu l to  in s is t th a t  
th e  s tru g g le  be  c o n d u c te d  ‘p ea c e a b ly ’ a n d  in  w h a t 
a m o u n te d  to  a re fo rm is t o r  g ra d u a lis t w ay .

W h en  it c am e  to  a c tio n  B lacks w ere v o c ife ro u s  
in  d e m a n d in g  th a t  c h u rc h e s  s to p  c o n fo rm in g  to  
th e  a p a r th e id  m o d e l in  th e  w ay  th ey  g a th e r  fo r  
w o rsh ip , use th e ir  m o n ie s  a n d  re flec t w h ite  
d o m in a n c e  in  th e i r  g o v e rn in g  b o d ies . W hites , 
k n o w in g  th a t  th ey  have  little  o r  n o  ju r is d ic tio n  
o v e r th e ir  fe llow  W h ite s  in  th e  in s ti tu tio n a l 
c h u rc h , f lo u n d e re d  a b o u t  try in g  to  d ev ise  a c tio n s  
w h ich  m ig h t effec tive ly  d in t w h ite  c o n sc io u sn ess  
a n d  consc ience .

S o m e  still sh o w ed  a  (naive?) fa i th  in  
e x h o r ta tio n : o th e r s  p lead e d  fo r  a  less v e rb a l, m o re  
‘d ra m a tic ’ o r  sy m b o lic  a p p ro a c h , in  th e  t r a d i t io n  
o f  th e  e ig th  a n d  sev en th  c e n tu ry  H eb rew  p ro p h e ts . 
A  few  u rg ed  C h ris tia n s  to  s tu d y  th e  w o rsen in g  
ec o n o m ic  s i tu a t io n  o f  th e  G o v e rn m e n t an d  
c o u n try , in  o rd e r  to  be a b le  to  re s p o n d  m o re  
in te llig en tly  a n d  s tra te g ic a lly  b o th  to  th e  
in te rn a t io n a l c a m p a ig n  fo r  e c o n o m ic  sa n c tio n s  
a n d  to  th e  lo n g e r - te rm  q u e s t io n s  re la tin g  to  
e c o n o m ic  ju s tic e  in  a  ‘n ew 1 S o u th  A frica .

W hile  th e  se m in a r  y ie ld ed  a  lo n g  lis t o f  ta sk s  to  
be  ta c k le d  by  D ia k o n ia  in  c o n ju c tio n  w ith  th e  
c h u rc h e s , its  m o re  im p o r ta n t  a n d  p ro b a b ly  m o re  
f ru itfu l c o n tr ib u t io n  to  c h u rc h  life in  D u rb a n  lay  
in  p ro v id in g  a n  e x p e rien ce  o f  v a lu es  a n d  in s ig h ts  
sh a re d  a c ro s s  ra c ia l a n d  d e n o m in a tio n a l 
b o u n d a r ie s , a  tim e  o f  m in d s tre tc h in g  a n d  m o ra le -  
b u ild in g , a n d  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  fo rm  n ew  a llia n c e  
o f  c o m m itm e n t a n d  tru s t.
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CHURCH BODIES
IR E  AGAINST 

TRANSKEI 
INDEPENDENCE

‘H I S T O R Y  W IL L  
P R O V E  tha t  the deci
s ion by the Transkei  
gove rnm en t  to opt  for  
independence was in
c o r r e c t . ”  T h i s  
prophet ic  view on  the 
eve o f  the Transkei  
independence comes 
f rom  the Rev Sam 
Buti, scriba general  of  
the NG Kerk in Afr ika 
which is the African 
wing of  the NG  Kerk 
family.

D s B uti w h o  is o n e  o f  th e  
m ost o u ts p o k e n  c ritic s  o f  
a p a r th e id , a lso  h o ld s  th e  
p o s itio n  o f  v ice -p resid en t 
o f  th e  R efo rm ed  E cu m en i
cal S y n o d , a n  in te rn a tio n a l 
ecu m e n ica l bo d y  w hich  
m et in S o u th  A frica  in 
A u g u st. H is c o m m e n ts  on  
th e  fu tu re  o f  in d ep en d e n t 
T ranskei a re  in line w ith  
o th e r  voices fro m  the 
ch u rch es .

S im ila r  v iew s have  co m e  
o u t o f  c h u rch es  such  as 
M e th o d is t , a n d  ch u rch  
b o d ie s  like the  S A  C o u n c il 
o f  C h u rc h e s , C h ris tia n  
In s titu te  a n d  th e  W orld  
C o u n c il o f  C h u rch es . A ll

these  bo d ies  have  sp o k en  
a g a in s t th e  c o n c e p t o f  th e  
T ra n sk e i “ in d e p e n d e n c e ” .

Million
A t th e  p re sen t tim e the  

G o v e rn m e n t is sp e n d in g  a 
m illion  ra n d  p u b lic is in g  
th e  T ra n sk e i in d ep en d e n ce  
d u e  o n  O c to b e r  26.

C ritic s  o f  th e  a p a r th e id  
po licy  have been  q u ick  in 
p o in tin g  o u t th a t  if  th e  
T ra n sk e i in d ep en d e n ce  
w as a “ n a tu r a l” seq u en ce  o f  
ev en ts , w hy  d o es  it b ecom e 
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  
G o v e rn m e n t to  sp en d  so 
m u ch  o n  pub lic ity?

Showpiece
T h e  T ra n sk e i, a  sh o w 

p iece o f  th e  se p e ra te  d e 
v e l o p m e n t  i d e o l o g y ,  
b ecam e th e  first to  to e  th e  
line o f  th e  po licy , a n d  has 
a lso  b eco m e th e  firs t to  
c h o o s e  in d e p e n d e n c e ,  
w h ich  o th e r  h o m e lan d s .

w ith  th e  ex c e p tio n  o f  
B o p h u th a tsw a n a , have 
re jec ted .

It is th e re fo re  no t 
s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  
G o v e rn m e n t is sp e n d in g  so 
m u ch  m o n e y  to  see to  th e  
s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  in d e 
p en d en ce  ( in c lu d in g  cele
b r a t i o n s ) .  A f t e r  
i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  t h e  
T ra n sk e i w ill serve  yet as 
a n o t h e r  s h o w p i e c e ,  
e sp ec ia lly  fo r in te rn a tio n a l 
c o n su m p tio n  a s  to  the 
c red ib ility  o f  th e  G o v e rn 
m en t in its d e s ire  to  g ra n t 
B lack S o u th  A fricans 
a u to n o m y , b u t o n ly  in th e ir  
h o m e lan d s .

A tte n t io n  sh o u ld  be 
fo cu ssed  o n  w hat in d e 
p e n d e n t T ra n sk e i w ou ld  
m e a n .  T o  t h o s e  
T r a n s k e i a n s  l iv in g  in 
S o u th  A frica , it w ill m ean  a 
v ast m ass o f  th em  be in g  a d 
m in is tra tiv e ly  tr a n sp o r te d  
to  a c o u n try  w hich  can  n e i
th e r  p ro v id e  h o u s in g  o r

e m p lo y m e n t fo r  th em .
It w ill m ean  th em  being 

re m o v e d  f r o m  h ig h ly  
i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  c e n t r e s  
th ro u g h  w h o se  la b o u r , to 
g e th e r  w ith  th a t  o f  W hites, 
th ey  b u ilt.

Depriving
I r a n s k e i a n  i n d e p e n 

d ence  has th e  effect o f  d e 
p riv in g  all X h o sa -sp e a k in g  
S o u th  A frican s  o f  c itizen 
sh ip  o f  a  c o u n try  w ith  a per 
c a p ita l in co m e  o f  R 984 to  
a n o th e r  w ith  o n e  o f  R I0 4 .

O n c e  t h e  o v e r a l l  
a p a r th e id  design  o f  in d e 
p e n d en ce  fo r a ll th e  
h o m e la n d s  is ach ieved  70 
p e r  cen t o f  th e  S o u th  
A frican  la b o u r  fo rce  will be 
m ig ra n t a n d  w ith  th e  m i
g ra n t la b o u r  fo rce  o u t
n u m b e r in g  th e  p o p u la tio n  
o f  th e  c o u n try .

In p a r t ic u la r , in th e  case 
o f  th e  T ra n sk e i, th is  m eans 
its m a in te n a n c e  as a  la b o u r  
p o o l to  su p p ly  S o u th  
A fric an  in d u s try  w ith  
c h e a p  l a b o u r  a n d  
i d e l o g i c a 1 l y  a s  a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t he  
c o n tin u e d  d e p r iv a tio n  o f  
eco n o m ic , so c ia l a n d  po li
tica l rig h ts  to  B lack p eo p le  
w ith  T ra n sk e ia n  o rig in s 
w h o  a r e  p e r m a n e n t ly

(to page three)

Deprived of citizenship
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HOMELANDS UNDER SPOTLIGHT
(from page two)

re s id en t in ‘W h ite ’ S o u th  
A frica .

The hom elands policy 
was developed as an alter
native. It resulted, in the 
Transkei, in the creation o f  
an African power elite in
corporating both the tribal 
authority structure and the 
Transkeian m iddle class.

T h e  e x p lo i ta t io n  o f  th e  
T ra n sk e ia n  la b o u r  fo rce  
c o n tin u e s  as b e fo re , o n ly  
now  it is m e d ia te d  th ro u g h  
a  B lack ‘ru lin g ’ c lass.

W ith in  a very  sh o r t tim e  
th e  so c ia l s t ru c tu re  o f  th e  
T ra n sk e i h a s  been  rad ica lly

tr a n s fo rm e d . T he re su lt is 
th a t  a ll th e  T ra n sk e i can  
lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  in the 
fu tu re  is in c re a s in g  class 
co n flic t a n d  c o n fro n ta t io n , 
B lack  a g a in s t B lack.

Its re lev an ce  to  B lacks 
o u ts id e  th e  ‘h o m e la n d s ’ is 
ho w ever m in im a l —  in  fac t 
b y  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  
s t r e n g th e n  th e  l i n k s  
b e tw een  th e se  B lacks an d  
th e  ‘h o m e la n d s ’ it is m ere ly  
in c rea sed  th e  a n ta g o n ism . 
T h e  c ris is  p o sed  by  B lack 
n a tio n a lism  has n o t been 
a v e rte d  by a p a r th e id , a l
th o u g h  a  new  d im en s io n  
h a s  been  a d d e d  to  th e  
s i tu a tio n .

THE BLACK HOMELANDS’ OF SOUTH AFRICA

FACTS AND  
FIGURES

Voice Reporter
THE SOUTH AFRICAN  
government likes to point 
out that the Transkei is not 
economically worse off than 
m an p o v er ty  s tr ic k e n  
independent countries.

S u ch  a rg u m e n ts  a re  
spurious and unjustified.

T h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  
i n d e p e n d e n c e  to  t h e  
T r a n s k e i  a m o u n t s  to  
excising from the R epublic 
an econom ically backw ard 
region while a t the same 
tim e decla ring  as foreigners 
a politically, socially and 
e c o n o m i c a l l y  
underpriv ileged section o f  its 
population  w ithout their 
consent.

Such a step  rem oves the 
obligation to  g ran t these 
peop le  the political, social 
and econom ic rights so long 
den ied  them . It sp irits away 
a  hoplessly underdeveloped 
region o f  the R epublic  by 
declaring  it independent.

It is obvious tnere fo re . 
th a t th e  e x is te n c e  o f 
countries with lower per 
capita incom e than  the 
T r a n s k e i  i s  u t t e r l y  
irrelevant.

T he im portan t point to 
r e a l i s e  a b o u t  t h e  
independen t T ranske i is not 
th a t its citizens m ight be 
b e tte r  o ff than those in 
certa in  o th e r independent 
sta tes bu t th a t they  will be 
losing their rights to  a share 
in th e  w ealth o f  South Africa 
in exchange fo r citizenship 
o f a country  th a t ra tes 
am ong the poorest in the 
world.

T here  can  be no doubt 
w h a t s o e v e r  t h a t  t h e  
T ranskei is at p resen t not an 
econom ically  viable entity . A 
b rief look a t som e salient 
statistics will m ake this fact 
abundantly  clear.

O f the T ran sk e i’s (1970) 
de ju re  Black population  
(2 978 240), som e 4 3 ,5 %  or 
I 297 300  live and work 
tem porarily  o r perm anently  
in th e  ‘W hite’ areas o f South 
Africa. F urtherm ore , 65 %  
o f  m ales betw een th e  ages of 
15 and 64 a re  tem porarily  or 
continuously absen t from the 
T ranskei, which is simply 
not capable o f  providing 
jobs for them .

T he de ju re  population 
re fe rs  to  th e  o ffic ia l 
population  th a t is associated 
with the T ranskei —  it 
com prises those actually 
living in the T ranskei (de 
facto popu lation) plus those 
peop le  o f  X hosa origin who 
live and work in th e  W hite 
a reas on  a tem porary  o r 
perm anent basis.

T he la tte r  are officially 
classified as tem porary  or 
perm anent m igran ts which is

m i s l e a d i n g  s i n c e  t h e  
“ perm anen t m ig ran ts"  a re  in 
fa c t p e r m a n e n t  u r b a n  
residents w ho may never 
have m igrated in th e ir  lives 
and w ho may have no ties 
w h a t s o e v e r  w i t h  t h e  
T ranskei o r any o th e r 
hom eland.

The incom e o f these 
migrant workers (Rm 283 ,5 )  
in 1973 comprised 69,6%  of 
the total gross national 
income o f the Transkei. This 
means that the Transkei is 
a b l e  t o  g e n e r a t e  
domestically only 30,4%  of 
its gross national income.

For 1 9 7 4 /5  the total 
revenue o f the T ranskei 
g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  
R 7 8  55 5  0 0 0 . O f  t h i s  
am ount R 16  568 000  or 
2 1 , 1 %  c o m p r is e d  th e  
sta tu to ry  g ran t from the 
South A frican T reasury  and 
R 44 227 00 0  o r  5 6 ,3 %  was 
the additional g ran t from the 
South A frican T reasury . 
T hus m ore than  7 7 %  o f the 
to tal revenue was provided 
by th e  S ou th  A frican 
governm ent to  com pensate 
for the inability  o f  the 
T ranske i to  finance its own 
expend itu re .

Since the G ross N ational 
Incom e, (G N I), includes the 
earn ings o f m igrant w orkers 
an d  p e rm a n e n t  u r b a n  
re s id e n ts , it  is G ross  
D om estic P roduct, (G D P ), 
th a t depicts m ore accurately 
the ou tpu t and w ealth  o f the 
T ranskei itself.

H ow ever, G D P  as a 
p roportion  o f G N I has 
steadily declined from  4 4 %  
in 1960 to  a 2 6 %  in 1973. 
T h i s  e m p h a s i s e s  t h e  
increasing  dependence  on 
m igrant earnings.

For 1973 the per capita 
income o f the de facto 
Transkei (B lack) population 
was R 55 or R 4,58 per 
month. The total monthly 
incom e o f  a family o f 7 
would therefore be R 32,06  
b u t t h e  h o u s e h o l d  
subsistence level for a Black 
family o f 7 in Umtata was 
R 97,15  in October 1975.

T he cost o f  living in the 
ru ra l a reas will o f course be 
slightly less though no 
statistics fo r 1973 could be 
found.

H ow ever, an indication of 
the level o f poverty  is given 
by the fact th a t the poverty 
datum  line for an  average 
rural household  o f 7 in the 
T ranskei was estim ated  to 
be R 53 ,73  p e r m onth in 
1967 (6 years ea rlie r). T hus 
the average rural household 
ea rned  approxim ately  6 0 %  
o f the poverty  level incom e 
B E F O R E  allowing for 6 
years inflation.

TRANSKEI
K w aZulu
Bophutaiswarw i
Lebowa
Venda
Swazi
Gazankuiu
Basotho Owaqw/1
Ciskfc,

AS LINCOLN SAID
BOTH READ THE 

SAME BIBLE
W ITHIN TH E N EX T  

few days —  in fact the deed  
may have already been done 
by the time this paper 
reaches you —  a significant 
portion o f our country will 
have broken away from 
South Africa.

T his act will take (has 
taken) place w ithout the vast 
m ajority  o f S A citizens 
having been consulted .

T he purpose o f th is article 
is to  exam ine a sim ilar act in 
history, the a ttitude  tow ards 
it o f  one o f the w orld’s 
g rea test sta tesm en, and its 
bloody consequences.

I am referring  to the 
secession o f  the Southern 
S tates o f A m erica because 
they  w ere against the 
abolition  o f  slavery.

W hen A braham  Lincoln 
assum ed the  office o f the 
P residen t o f  the U nited 
S tates, seven sou thern  states 
had already  seceded . T he 
Civil W ar was only a month 
away.

In  his F irst Inaugural 
address, P residen t Lincoln 
re ite ra ted  his constitu tional 
doctrine th a t the contract 
betw een th e  sta tes was 
binding and irrevocable.

H ere are  som e o f the 
things he said on  this 
question  during  his address:

. . I hold that, in 
contem plation o f universal 
law and o f the constitution, 
the Union o f these states is 
perpetual. Perpetuity is 
implied in the fundemental 
la w  o f  a ll n a t i o n a l  
governments.

“ If  the U nited S tates is 
no t a governm ent p roper, 
bu t as association o f  S tates

in the n a tu re  o f  contract 
m erely, can it as a contract 
be peaceably  un-m ade by 
less than  all the parties who 
m ade it?

“ O ne party  to  a contract 
may violate it —  break it, so 
to  speak; but does it not 
requ ire  all to  law fully 
rescind it?”

T he bearing o f th is 
assertion on the cu rren t 
South A frican scene is 
significant. C an  the vast 
m ajority o f South African 
citizens not be considered a 
party  to  the overall South 
African situation  because 
they have forcibly been 
den ied  the basic rights o f 
citizens by th e  minority?

L incoln also said: “ . . . 
the ru le o f a m inority, as a 
perm anen t arrangem ent, is 
wholly inadm issible; so tha t, 
re je c tin g  th e  m a jo r i ty  
p r in c ip le ,  a n a r c h y  o r  
despotism  in some form is all 
tha t is l e f t . . . ”

“ O ne section  o f ou r 
country  believes slavery is 
right, and ought to be 
ex tended , while the o th e r 
believes it is wrong, and 
ought no t to  be ex tended . 
This is the only substan tia l 
d isp u te .”

Is the slavery issue o f  
LJncol’ns times not akin to 
the system of apartheid, 
w h i c h  l e g a l i s e s  t h e  
domination o f  one group

over another, in present day 
South Africa?

Is th is not the only 
substan tia l d ispute here, 
too? L incoln  also said: “ . . . 
no S tate upon its own m ere 
m otion can lawfully get out 
o f  the U nion; tha t resolves 
and ord inances to  tha t effect 
a re  legally void.

“ Physically speaking, we 
cannot separa te . We cannot 
rem ove o u r  re s p e c tiv e  
sections from  each o ther, 
nor build an  im passable wall 
betw een th em .”

W hen L incoln  was elected  
p residen t for the second 
tim e the bloody civil w ar 
was alm ost four years old.

In his second inaugural he 
reflected  on  the awesome 
suffering and loss o f  life tha t 
had been afflicted on the 
nation.

W hat he said has a 
soberingly p rophetic  ring as 
we see h istory  apparen tly  on 
the brink o f  repeating  itself 
right here  in ou r own land.

TTien the sin for which a 
nation was being punished 
was slavery, today the 
equally evil apartheid, seem s 
headed for the same fate.

R eferring  to  th e  two 
groups o f one nation  locked 
in m ortal com bat Lincoln 
said:

“ B oth read  the sam e 
Bible and pray  to  the same 
G od, and each invokes His 
aid against the o ther.

“ It may seem strange that 
any m an should dare  to ask 
a ju s t G od’s assistance in 
wringing the ir b read from 
the sw eat o f o th e r m en ’s 
faces . . .

“ T he p rayer’s o f both 
could not be answ ered.

“ T he Almighty has His 
own purposes. ‘W oe unto the 
world because o f  offenses; 
for it m ust needs be tha t 
offenses come, bu t woe to 
th a t m an by whom the 
offense com eth .’

“ If we shall suppose that 
American slavery is one of 
those offenses which, in the 
providence o f  God, must 
needs come, but which, 
having continued through 
His appointed time, He now 
wills to  remove, and that he 
gives both the North and the 
South this terrible war as the 
woe due to those by whom 
the offense came, shall we 
d i s c e r n  t h e r e i n  a n y  
departure from those divine 
attributes which believers in 
a living God always ascribe 
to Him?

“ Fondly do  we hope, 
fervently  do  we pray, that 
this mighty scourge o f war 
may speedily pass away.

“ Y et, if  G od wills that it 
continue until all the wealth 
piled by the bondsm an’s 250 
years o f  un requited  toil shall 
be sunk , and until every 
d rop  o f  blood draw n with 
the lash shall be paid by 
ano ther draw n with the 
sw ord, as was said 3 000  
years ago, so  still it m ust be 
said: ‘T he judgm ents o f  the 
L ord  a re  true  and righteous 
a ltoge ther’.”
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# DEVCRAFT
DEVCRAFT DISTRIBUTORS (PTY) LTD.

SHOPS AT: Diakonia House, 8 0  Jorissen Street, Braamfontein, Johannesburg. 
Shop 13 , Strand Concourse, Adderly Street, Cape Town.
155  Esselen Street, Sunnyside, Pretoria.

UNIQUE ORIGINAL FASHIONABLE GIFTS
for yourself

or your friends

HELP OTHERS TO HELP THEMSELVES

DEVCRAFT DISTRIBUTORS (PTY) LTD.
Born out of C hristian concern for the need to generate additional em ploym ent for rura l A fricans

HAND MADE POTTERY, WEAVING, CARPETS, GRASSWORK, BEADS, 
NOVELTIES AND FASHION CLOTHING
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T h ere  a re  so m any 
com plicated laws in our 
country , and m any o f us do 
not have the previlege of 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e m  
properly , let alone knowing 
w hat to  do  w hen we are 
arrested  o r charged  with an 
offence.

H ere  is som e advice on 
what to  do  if you wish to be 
defended by a law yer when 
you have been a rrested  and 
charged with an  offence:
•  F irst plead not guilty 
when brought to  court and 
then  ask the M agistrate to 
postpone the case to  enable 
you to  get a law yer.
•  I f  your case is postponed 

and you a re  not allowed ou t 
o f  prison  on bail then  your 
family should quicklv get

HOW TO GET A LAWYER 
IF YOU ARE ARRESTED

you the law yer. T he lawyer 
will then  visit you in prison 
to  discuss your case.

•  If  you are  refused a 
postponem ent and you are 
convicted you may have to

pay a fine o r be sent to 
p rison. In e ith e r o f these 
cases you m ust im m ediately 
con tac t Law yer for the 
possibility o f  an  appeal o r a 
review  in the Suprem e court. 
If  you are  sentenced  to

lashes then  you can m ake an 
appeal even if you have 
already  received the strokes. 
T his will help  you in 
rem oving the record  against 
your name.

T o  some people getting  a

law yer may be difficult 
because o f various reasons 
like finance and w hat have 
you. If th is is the case then 
you m ay apply for legal aid 
from the Legal Aid Board 
which will ask how much

you earn  and if the Board 
finds that you earn  too little 
to  afford a law yer, then the 
they will send you to  a 
lawyer and you will not have 
to pay him. Y our own 
law yer can also apply for aid 
from the B oard on your 
behalf.

T he Legal Aid Board in 
Johannesburg  is at L iberal 
Building, 56  M arshall Street 
(N ear W estgate Station) 
Phone 836-0421 . In Pretoria 
it is at Van Erkom  Building, 
217 P retorius S tree t, Phone 
22756.

If  there  is no Legal Aid 
O ffice in your area ask at 
the M ag istra te ’s C ourt or 
t h e  B a n t u  A f f a i r s  
C om m issioners Office for 
the Legal Aid O fficer.

FREUM O A N D  THE CHURCH - HEW FACTS
“It would be untrue to  say the C hurch faces no problem s in 
M ozam bique, but the C hurch's problem s have not been created 
by Frem ilo,” the Suffragan Bishop of Lebom bo in M ozam bique 
told reporters in Zom ba, M alawi, recently.

T he Bishop said tha t the
problem s faced by the 
C hurch  in M ozam bique 
w e re  c re a te d  by th e  
Portuguese regim e. “ They 
a r re s te d  ev e ry  A frican  
p riest, burned churches and 
school buildings, and where 
walls w ere still stand ing  they 
re tu rned  and bom bed the 
places to m ake sure no stone 
lay upon an o th e r ,” he said.

B ishop Paul L ithum bi, 
w ho is in charge o f the 
N o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  
M o z a m b i q u e  b o r d e r i n g  
M alaw i, sta ted  tha t in his 
a rea  alone 37 church  
buildings w ere bu rned  and 
bom bed dow n, tw o priests 
were killed, o thers  were 
arrested , and those who 
escaped a rrest fled the 
country.

“ I m yself was in jail for 
ten  years, and my house was 
bom bed ,” he added .

“ W hole v illages were 
destroyed during  the war, 
and w hen the w ar ended  and 
people re tu rned  to the 
villages there  was no food, 
no shelter for them  and 
a b o v e  a ll, no  ch u rch  
buildings.

H e explained tha t the 
e x p u l s i o n  o f  s o m e  
m is s io n a r ie s  fro m  th e  
country  was not because 
F relim o was against religion 
o r m issionaries as such.

But during  the struggle 
fo r in d ep en d e n ce  som e 
m i s s i o n a r i e s  o p e n l y  
suppo rted  the Portuguese 
regim e.

“ T h a t is why mission 
s ta tions w here the priests-in- 
charge were E uropeans were 
no t d es tro y ed  by th e  
P o r tu g u e se ,”  com m ented  
B ishop O itum bi.

S p e a k in g  a b o u t  th e  
poverty  o f th e  people after 
the w ar, the B ishop said it 
will take over ten  years to 
rebuilt w hat was destroyed.

“ T here  have been no 
cultivation  in th is area for 
ten  years, so a fte r the war 
w hen the people  re tu rned  
everybody was starving —  
m any are still sta rv ing ,” he 
said.

T he B ishop revealed  that 
since his house was burned 
by the Portuguese he had 
no t been able to  build 
an o th e r one.

“ We have no  church 
buildings, no b ishop’s house, 
no schools —  noth ing!” he 
exp lained  fu rther.

“ And those who had 
applied  th is scorched earth  
p o l i c y  a n d  t h e i r  
c o lla b o ra to rs  have  left, 
leaving us w ith th is huge 
task  o f rebuild ing  both the 
C hurch  and the n a tio n .”

A sked how  he m anaged to 
preach  to his church-less 
flock the Bishop replied  that 
he w as doing it all by faith.

“ I have no secretary , no 
car, no bicycle —  no 
tran sp o rt o f any kind and 
m ust w alk over the hills and 
across rivers keep ing  my 
flock’s m orale high.

STATE
ACTION
UNITES
BLACK
JOURNALISTS
T H E  B A N N IN G  of the 
U nion o f Black Journalis ts 
B ulletin  and the subsequent 
de ten tion  under the In te rna l 
Security  Act have forcefully 
exposed the Black journalist 
to  the public here and 
ab road .

T h e  B lack jo u rn a lis t  
would probably be unknow n 
w as it  n o t fo r  th e  
estab lishm ent o f  the U B J in 
1973. P rio r to the form ation 
o f this union th ere  was a 
j o u r n a l i s t s  o rg a n is a t io n  
going under the nam e o f the 
South African Journalist 
A ssociation. It still exists but 
in nam e only.

D uring the days o f SAJA 
Black jou rnalists  w ere seen 
as a bunch o f clow ns and 
nobody ever m en tioned  
jou rnalism  in glowing term s. 
A p a ren t would ra th e r see 
his son dead than  jo in  that 
profession. Partly  it was true 
a s  j o u r n a l i s t s  l a c k e d  
d irec tion  and w ere divided.

We never saw ourselves 
as peop le  having a com m on 
destiny. We saw ourselves as 
ind iv iduals w ork ing  for 
d ifferen t new spapers. We 
w ere also divorced from the 
com m unity.

L ike all o rgan isations 
U BJ had  its te e th in g  
problem s bu t they  were 
n e v e r th e le s s  o v e rc o m e . 
A lthough it took us th ree  
years we have  finally  
m anaged to  tu rn  U B J in to  a 
national organ isations with 
regions a t the E astern  and 
W estern C ape, F ree  State 
N atal and the Southern  
T ransvaal.

T he pre-am ble o f the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n  r e a d s :  
“ W hereas we th e  Black 
journalists  o f South Africa, 
h a v i n g  e x a m i n e d  a n d  
assessed o u r role in o u r 
S o c i e t y  a n d  h a v i n g  
unconditionally  decla red  o u r 
lack  o f fa ith  in th e  
genuineness and capabilities 
o f W hite-contro lled  m ulti
racial unions to  be tte r our 
conditions and believing that

The most important o f the 
aim s and objectives is the 
one w hich reads; “ to 
promote contact, practical 
c o - o p e r a t i o n ,  m u t u a l  
understanding and unity 
among all Black journalists 
in South Africa.”  UBJ has 
succeeded in this.

MORAVIAN CHURCH 
DEMAND RELEASE 

OF DETAINEES
VOICE REPORTER

T H E  M O R A V I A N  
CHURCH has issued a 
statement calling for the 
release o f all detainees, 
including that o f  one o f its 
ministers (the Rev. Chris 
W essels), and appealing for 
an end to violence in the 
townships. Following is the 
full text o f the statement:

T he recen t d is turbances 
in ou r country  w ere noted 
with concern  a t the synod of 
th e  M o ra v ia n  C h u r c h  
M aitland  from  Septem ber 
25 to  O ctober 1, 1976.

I t  c o n d e m n e d  t h e  
violence used by both the 
public and an ti-rio t units of 
the police. T he synod 
expressed  its sym pathy with 
all those affected by loss of 
life and injuries.

T he synod noted  that:
1. T he norm al peaceful 

living p a tte rn  o f  the people 
h a s  b e e n  s e r i o u s l y  
th rea ten ed  and d isturbed:

2. R espect for law and 
o rd er has been destroyed 
because o f  thehigh-handed 
behaviour o f  certa in  police- 
units and because hundreds 
o f tender-aged  youths have 
landed in prison;

3. R ace relations have 
been seriously im paired as a 
result o f the d isturbances;

4. T he loss o f life, 
especially th a t of children

and youths, has left deep 
w ounds in the lives of 
paren ts, relatives, fellow- 
s tu d e n ts ,  te a c h e rs  and  
colleagues.

T he synod in te rp re ts  
som e o f  the causes as:

1. T he discrim inatory 
legislation and practices 
w ithin the South African 
com m unity.

2 . T h e  i n n e f e c t i v e  
r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  th e  
m ajority  o f the population  at 
local, provincial and central 
governm ent level.

3. T h e  g o v ern m en t’s 
refusal to  g ran t full and non- 
d iscrim inatory  citizenship to 
South A fricans who are born 
here and know n as Asians, 
A fricans and C oloureds;

4. T he denial of the 
hum an dignity o f the three 
popu lation  groups —  in 
p ractice , in legislation and in 
the application o f the law;

5. T he law and practices 
which re ta rd  o r prevents the 
full realisation  o f the God- 
given ta len ts and po ten tia l 
o f individuals and groups.

T hese  co n d itio n s , as 
reflected during  the recent 
d istu rbances, h inders the 
church in its task  o f bringing 
abou t reconciliation  and in 
building a com m unity that 
lives before G od in brotherly  
love and equality  o f status.

T he synod condem ns the 
d is tu rbances and earnestly

appeals to all its m em bers, 
o ther citizens as well as 
those in au thority , to  refrain 
from fu rth e r violence.

It also urgently  calls on 
the G overnm ent and the 
e n f r a n c h is e d  to  w o rk  
tow ards speeding up the 
processes o f change th a t will 
b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  
estab lishm ent o f a ju s t 
society in a peaceful but 
effective m anner.

T he M oravian C hurch 
feels th a t it has been directly 
affected by the deten tion  of 
the R everend C B R  W essels 
because “ if one m em ber 
suffers, we all su ffer.”

T h e  sy n o d  h a s  no 
a lternative but to reject as 
u n ju s t le g is la tio n  t h a t  
section  o f the In ternal 
Security Act (Section 10( 1) )  
which m akes for deten tion  
w ithout trial and U nder 
which Rev W essels is being 
held in prison w ithout being 
charged or convicted.

T his action is preventing 
this m inister from tending 
h is  f l o c k  a n d  f r o m 
perform ing the task of 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  in t h e  
com m unity to  which G od 
has called him.

T his law is a contradiction  
o f the conception o f hum an 
dignity and hum an rights. It 
c lashes head-on with the 
b ib le’s conception  of justice. 
We express ou r solidarity 
with Rev. W essels and o ther 
de ta inees who have to  suffer 
in the spirit o f b ro therhood  
and in the ir struggle for 
justice.

W e m ake an urgent 
appeal to  th e  G overnm ent to 
release Rev W essels and all 
o thers  w ho a re  being 
detained  in term s of the 
In ternal Security Act —  
im m ediately because their 
c o n tin u e d  d e te n t io n  is 
increasing the tension in the 
com m unity.

This sta tem en t is issued in 
the know ledge th a t we all 
h a v e  a c o m m o n  
responsibility for each o ther 
and the responsibility  has 
been given to  us to  give 
w itness against injustice in 
obedience to  o u r C hristian 
conscience.

NEW DEAN 
TO MAKE 
HIS MARK

We can all rest assured 
that the new Johannesburg 
Anglican deal-elect The 
Reverend Siemeon Nkoane 
will fill the vacuum in 
many dispirited hearts in 
these days o f unease, 
writes Tebello Radebe.

T his w as obv iously  
ev ident in F a ther N koane’s 
frank interview  with the 
V O IC E, before he w ent 
hurried ly  off to  Botswana 
recently.

• O n the issue o f the 
C hurch having becom e 
irreleven t in as far as the 
Black Y outh is concerned. 
F a th e r N koane adm itted 
tha t very often the way 
C hrist is pu t to  young 
people is meaningless.

I t should be preached  in 
such a way th a t m en and 
no t only the Y outh, should 
be able to  face life directly 
and search for solutions 
w ithin the  fram e-w ork of 
C hristianity.

A nswering th e  question 
w hether in his opinion, he 
feels in C hristian  term s the 
Black Y outh w ere justified 
to  act violently he said: “ I 
d o  no t subscribe to  a  belief 
in G od which m akes 
people servile and not to 
live up  to  th e  full s ta tu re  of 
the ir possible greatness.

T he reason for this is 
th a t G od has created  man 
to  reach his fullfilm ent by 
developing his capabilities 
to  the ir fullest. T here  are  
o th e r C hristian v irtues 
such as courage, endurance 
and self-sacrifice.”

H is suggestion to  , the 
C hurch  in its endeavours 
for a reconciliation with 
todays Y outh is th a t All 
C hurch leaders , parents 
and o th e r people who are 
com m itted to  this cause of 
ju s tic e  m u s t show  a 
genuine in terest in the 
young people they should 
cea se  to  a d o p t th e  
paternalistic  a ttitude  which 
says “ we know  all w hat life 
is ab o u t” because we are 
living in  a changing world 
in which the Y outh finds it 
d ifficult to  m ake sense 
about th e  adults viewpoint.

“ T he Y outh should be 
allowed to  play their 
im portan t role w ithin the 
life and w orship o f the 
church .”  he said.

NAMES
R E F U G E E  reports in 

L ibraville. G abon, in the 
E quato ria l G uinea say that a 
d ecree  by the H ead of State, 
L ife -P re s id e n t F ran c isco  
M acias N guem a prohibits 
p a r e n t s  f r o m  g i v i n g  
C hristian  nam es to  their 
children.

The Rev. A. W. Habelgen, 
the  p r e s i d e n t  of the  
Moravian Church.
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EDITORIAL
THE UNO 
-  A WORLD 
FORUM

“ T hree  of the w orld’s big 
pow ers have vetoed a move 
aim ed at applying total 
sanc tions agaiost South 
A frica . “ U N O  S ecu rity  
Council approves G eneral 
Assem bly’s resolution  on 
N am ibia. . . e tc ”  These and 
o ther new spaper headlines 
re lating  to the U nited 
N a t i o n s  O r g a n i s a t i o n  
( U NO )  have been comm on 
in recent tim es.

But ju s t what is U N O  all 
about?  T he Voice gives you 
a b rief outline on the 
stru c tu re  and work o f this 
organisation .

T he Uni t ed  Na t i ons  
O rganisation  is a kind of 
world parliam en t, and it is 
situated  in New York. And. 
ju s t like our  own parliam ent 
affects o u r lives, so does the 
parliam ent o f  LINO.

We ;ill know  that a 
count r y mus t  have  a 
governm ent.

It cou ldn 't work as a 
country  otherw ise.

And the duty o f the 
governm ent is to m ake its 
country  run sm oothly.

It must a ttend  to m atters 
o f  e d u c a t i o n .  h e a l t h ,  
a g r i c u l t u r e .  j u s t i c e ,  
em ploym ent —  all things 
tha t effect the lives of the 
people.

If the country  is to 
p rosper, its people must be 
healthy and happy. They 
m ust have  w ork  and  
opportun ity .

T here  must be a spirit of 
f r i e n d s h i p  a m o n g  t he  
people .

U N O  exists to help all the 
people o f the world. It came 
in to  being in O ctober 1^45. 
just a fte r the last World 
W ar. Its main purposes are:
•  to m aintain peace on 

earth ;
•  to  develop friendly 
relations am ong nations;
•  to p rom ote the welfare of 

all human beings;
•  to  provide the m eans by 
which nations can work 
together to do  these things. 
U N O  states that it is 
w orking to provide “ four 
freedom s” all over the 
world. T hese are: 
freedom  o f speech; freedom  
from want;
f r e e d o m  t o  w o r s h i p ;  
freedom  from fear.

If there are  quarrels 
betw een any o f  the m em ber 
countries, they can be 
discussed at U N O  and some 
solution arrived  at. In this 
way. it is believed, a third 
w orld w ar (and even a 
four ty o n e ) has been  
avoided. This is U N O 's 
w ork o f keeping the peace.

But M ore than that ,  it is 
w orking to provide b e tte r 
health  for you and me —  
and better education  of 
ourselves and o u r children
—  and justice  for all 
m anking.

U N O  has sen t team s to 
d ifferen t parts  o f the world
—  to Ind ia , T hailand, 
A frica , S ou th  A m erica , 
Indonesia , and m any o ther 
places —  to build dam s for 
e lec trical pow er, prevent 
floods provide w ater for 
stock and for crops, educate  
il l i te ra te  p e o p le , bui l d  
a irstrip s, stam p out diseases.

So it is not only a talking 
parliam en t —  i t ’s a working 
one.

In Pak istan , a U N O  team 
w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  
G overnm ent to carry ou t a 
big irrigation  schem e from 
the G anges and K obadak 
R ivers. W hat was the result? 
F arm ers’ crops increased by 
20  to 30 p e r cen t, ( th a t’s a 
lot!) and 85 p e r cent o f the 
farm ers could reap  two 
crops a y ear instead  o f one.

P fZ o vC ^^  lk>:7 " Whe* a man!s vuays please -tk> Lsrd.He wakes 
eve* hi* enemies b  be a f  toitti hrm . "

Liquor’s curse
C o m m e n te d  an  M .P .; “ B lack s a sk e d  fo r  b re a d  

a n d  w e gav e  th e m  b ra n d y .”  A nd a b lack  view ; 
“ T h e y  w an t us o n ly  to  be  e q u a l in  liq u o r .”

T h e  burning and loo tin g  o f  bottle s to res during  
the B lack  uprisings has p laced  the w h ole q u estion  o f  
liq u or con su m p tion  by B lacks under th e sp otligh t. 
T h e ban on liqu or sa le  to  A fricans was lifted  som e  
years ago but the m otive behind th is m ove  is still 
view ed  w ith susp icion .

“ H av e  w e a sk e d  fo r  it?  N o. T h e  G o v e rn m e n t 
d e c id e s  w h a t’s  b e s t fo r  us b e c a u se  w e h av e  no  say  in 
th e  m a k in g  o f  th e  law s th a t  a ffec t us. B u t is liq u o r  
th e  o n ly  th in g  w hich  th e y  h av e  fo u n d  b est fo r  u s?” 

M r. R . M o le fa se  to ld  m e , “ F ro m  m y ow n 
e x p e r ie n c e , lo o k in g  a t it from  th e  m o ra l p o in t o f  
v iew , liq u o r b rin g s  n o th in g  go o d , o n ly  tro u b le  an d  
m ise ry . I d o n ’t c a re  w ho  d r in k s  th e  s tu ff , b e  it B lack , 
Y e llo w  o r  W h ite . L iq u o r  d e s tro y s .”

In  th e  w h o le  w o rld , th e re  a r e  n o  w o rse  d riv e rs  
th a n  th o se  u n d e r  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  liq u o r . T h o u sa n d s  
o f  th e m  a re  co n v ic ted  in  c o u r ts  b ecau se  th e y  cau se  
a c c id e n ts  a n d  d e a th s  on  th e  ro a d .

N ot on ly  has liq uor b een  a m en ace in traffic. S ince 
the liquor bill has b een  ex ten d ed  to A fricans, the 
n um bers o f  cr im es will su rely  in crease .

A nd  p le a s e  le t ’s g e t th is  s tra ig h t. T h e  p o in t h e re  is 
n o t th a t  A fric an s  a re  a b u s in g  th e  u se  o f  liq u o r . B ut 
le t ’s r e m e m b e r  w h a t M r. M o le fa se , w ho  ta lk s  from  
e x p e r ie n c e , says , “ I d o n ’t c a re  w ho  d r in k s  th e  stu ff. 
B lack , Y e llo w  o r  W h ite . L iq u o r  d e s t ro y s .”

“ A re A fric a n s  d ru n k a rd s  by  n a tu r e ? ”  I a sk ed  M rs. 
C . K u z w a y o , a socia l w o rk e r . “ N o . I f  fo r  e x a m p le  
yo u  ta k e  A frican  h is to ry  a s  f a r  a s  liq u o r  is 
c o n c e rn e d , y o u  will find  th a t  S o u th e rn  A fric a n ’s 
n a tio n a l d r in k  w as th e  h e a lth -g iv in g  a m a re w u .”

S h e  c o n tin u e d , “ A m a re w u  c o n ta in s  less th a n  o n e  
p e r  c e n t a lco h o l. It is n o t in to x ic a tin g  a n d  w as food  
fo r  m en , w o m en  an d  c h i ld r e n .”

“ B u t tw o  o r  th r e e  c e n tu r ie s  ago  a n o th e r  d r in k  w as 
a d o p te d  from  th e  n o r th e rn  tr ib e s  c a lle d  u ty w a la , 
c o n ta in in g  fo u r  p e r  c e n t m o re  o f  a lc o h o l. It w as  o n ly  
fo r  o ld e r  p e o p le . Y o u n g  boys, w o m en  a n d  g irls  w ere  
n o t a llo w e d  to  d r in k  it.

I a lso  le a rn e d  th a t  so m e  A fric an  K ings, n o ta b ly  
K in g  K h a m a  a n d  K in g  M o s h o e sh e , p ro h ib ite d  th e  
d r in k in g  o f  E u ro p e a n  l iq u o r  in  th e i r  c o u n tr ie s . In  
1894  K in g  K h a m a  se n t a le t te r  o f  p ro te s t  ag a in s t 
l iq u o r  to  S ir  S id n e y  S h e p p a rd , th e n  A d m in is tra to r  o f  
B e c h u a n a la n d .

“ Y o u r  H o n o u r  w ill p e rm it m e  to  p o in t o u t th a t  to  
a llo w  u n sc ru p u lo u s  m e n ,”  th e  K in g  sa id , “ to  flood  
m y  c o u n try  w ith  th e i r  in to x ic a tin g  d r in k s  . . . ju s t  
w h en  th e y  h av e  co m e  to  see  h ow  g re a t  a  sa lv a tio n  
m y  d r in k  law s h av e  p ro v e d  to  b e , is a g a in s t m y 
p r in c ip le s .”

K in g  K ham a add ed : “ I dread the W hite m an’s 
drin k  m ore than the a sseg a is  . . w hich kill m en ’s

B y  Revelation 

Ntoula

b o d ies  . . .  In a sim ilar vein  K ing M o sh o esh e  m ade a 
law  against E u ropean  liquor in N o v em b er , 1 8 5 4 . "It 
is hereby  m ade know n to  a ll,”  the great King 
p rocla im ed , “ that the introduction  and sa le  o f  . . . 
sp iritu ou s liquor w ithin B asutoland  is henceforth  
proh ib ited . .

T h e s e  A frican  le a d e rs  o f  th e  o ld  k n e w  th a t  th e  
s h o r te s t  w ay to  n a tio n a l d e s tru c tio n  w as th e  “ r ig h t”  
to  d r in k  E u ro p e a n  liq u o r  w h ich  is f a r  s t ro n g e r  th an  
tr a d it io n a l A frican  b e e r .

I fo u n d  S. M ajo la  ju s t  f in ish in g  h is m ea l w hen  I
w e n t to  d isc u ss  th e  l i q u o r ...........H e  w aved  h is  h an d
in  th e  a ir , e m p h a s iz in g  h is  p o in t , “ If  a n y  n a tio n  
w an ts  to  c o n q u e r  an  e n e m y , th ey  g ive it liq u o r  so  
th a t th e  p e o p le  m ay  g e t d ru n k .”

H e  a d d e d . “ W e w ere  try in g  h a rd  to  figh t 
d ru n k e n n e s s  a m o n g  o u r  p e o p le  w hen  E u ro p e a n  
liq u o r  w as still d iff icu lt to  g e t. H ow  m u ch  m o re  
d ifficu lt to  fig h t it w h en  it is a t th e i r  d isp o sa l? ” 
A n o th e r  law  w h ich  goes w ith  th is  bill is th a t  p eo p le  
a r r e s te d  fo r d ru n k e n n e s s  w ill be fin ed  h eav ily . B u t 
w h e re  w ill th e  m o n ey  c o m e  from  w h en  m an y  p e o p le  
h av e  w asted  th e i r  m o n ey  o n  d rin k ?

E u ro p e a n s  h av e  a lw ay s b een  a b le  to  g e t liq u o r. 
H a s  th is  s to p p e d  d ru n k e n n e s s ?  N o . In  1 9 5 0  11 ,737  
E u ro p e a n s  w ere  c o n v ic te d  o f  d ru n k e n n e s s . In  1954 
13 ,6 7 3  w ere  c o n v ic ted ! ( 5 %  o f  th e  w ho le  E u ro p e a n  
p o p u la t io n ) . A sian s , w ho  co u ld  a lso  g e t liq u o r, 
sh o w e d  a n  in c re a se  in d ru n k e n n e s s  —  fro m  1 3 4 6  in 
19 5 0  to  2 421 in  1954  ( 6 %  o f  th e  A sian  
p o p u la t io n .)  A m o n g  th e  C o lo u re d s  d ru n k e n n e s s  
in c re a se d  fro m  2 9  181 to  3 9  2 0 2  ( 3 ,5 %  o f  th e  
C o lo u re d  p o p u la tio n ! )  T h e s e  p e o p le  co u ld  g e t liq u o r  
e as ily .

T h is increase in d ru n k en n ess sh ow s h ow  absurd it 
is to say that the n ew  liqu or bill w ill le ssen  
d ru n k en n ess. In order to  com bat the liqu or trade, 
m u n icip alities estab lish ed  m any b eerh a lls  in the 
tow nsh ips. But they  on ly  increased  the d esire for 
liquor.

C o u r t  re c o rd s  p ro v e  th a t liq u o r  is th e  m o th e r  o f  
te a r s  a n d  m isery . M a n y  te r r ib le  th in g s  h av e  b een  
d o n e  u n d e r  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  liq u o r. E u ro p e a n  liq u o r 
w ill n o t h e lp  us in s te a d  it w ill d e s tro y  us.

IT S  CO M PLETELY  crazy.
Most lesser mortals in this 

country  know that there is a 
crisis right now. Only the 
G o v e rn m en t and  W hite 
O p p o s it io n  p a rtie s  still 
indulge in that national sport 
o f  a l l  n a t i o n a l  
sports politics.

On the one hand the 
G o v e r n me n t  a n d  m ore 
specifically the M inister of 
Sport appears to be becom
ing incredibly excited about 
som ething quite normal, 
mixed (sic) sport.

A rugby m atch takes place 
in Port Elizabeth.

W h i t e s  a n d
B lacks P E O P L E -  t ake 
part in the game. At the end of 
the match, some o f the players 
are chaired off the field by 
spectators.

1 hose being chaired happen 
to be Whites being carried by 
Blacks.

The reason is easy enough 
to  lind. People had enjoyed 
the game A N D  WERE 
A P P R E C I A T I N G  T H E  
T O G E T H E R N E S S  O F  
SPO R TSM EN .

So all looks good. Until we 
hear about the Big Boot o f the 
gam e o f  ru gby  S ou th  
Africa’s antediluvian race 
laws.

th e  Johannesburg Rand 
Daily Mail reports that the 
allegations o f entering a Port 
Elizabeth African township 
w ithout permits were being 
investigated against eight 
W hite rugby players.

These players could find 
themselves prosecuted for 
"illegally" entering a Black 
area.

Reconciliation? Sporting 
com radeship? It’s just not 
cricket, sir.

But of course, cricket 
(norm al), is another tale for 
another time.

S o  m u c h  f o r  t h e  
Governm ent and its laws. But 
you mentioned Opposition 
(W hite, Parliam entary)?

Ah yes, they’re playing 
games too.

Says G raaff to  Eglin: “You 
jo in  me—not too closely 
please and scratch my back, 
and I’ll scratch yours."

Says Eglin to  Graaff: 
“Com e closer, and we can 
both jo in  in the scratch 
together.”

S a y s  G e r d e n e r  t o  
Egl in,  G raa ff: “ C are fu l, 
boys - we can all scratch one 
ano ther’s backs, but just take 
it easy.”

Says G raa ffs  right-wing to 
him: “ Hands off those dirty 
Progs!”

Says Egliri’s left-wing to 
him:  “ Ha n d s  o ff  those  
verkram pte UPs!"

So the game carries on. It’s 
all quite cosy. Luckily for 
G raaff/ Eglin, Gerdener, its 
“Whites only” so far. No 
problem s therefore with 
K oornhofs new sports policy, 
o r permits, or . . .

Meanwhile, back in South 
Africa, things are as grim as 
usual. There are still millions 
of people w ithout a say in the 
central legislature.

There are still the countless 
dehum anising laws which talk 
o f  “non-W hites.”

T here  a re  s till those  
O p p o s i t i o n  ( W h i t e )  
newspapers which perpetuate 
the apartheid system with 
their "Township Extras.”

And while the Opposition 
parties play their games, many 
o f the leaders of the Blacks are 
imprisoned w ithout trial.

If games must be played, 
then at the very least the White 
Op p o s i t i o n  p a r t ie s —and 
specifically the one party that 
has at least tried to  talk sense 
into this Governm ent, the 
Progs—should realise that the 
time for these games to be 
"W hites only” has long since 
passed.
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Black
Segregation is killing
R v  V t i k p  \i<»r t r» r»

education
By M ike N o rto n

D I S S A T I S F A C T I O N  
W IT H  B anlu , C oloured and 
Ind ian  education  —  in fact 
with Black
c o m p a r t m e n t a l i z e d  
education  in genera l —  is 
w idely regarded  as being 
one o f the m ajor im m ediate 
causes behind the protests in 
Black areas.

O bviously in this country 
seg regated  education  cannot 
be term ed  “ separa te  but 
eq u a l”  mainly because of 
the huge gap in expend itu re  
on Wh i t e  a n d  Black 
education .

H ow ever, even if this gap 
and all o th e r disparities 
w ere rem oved, th ere  is a 
wide belief tha t a "sep ara te  
bu t e q u a l” situation  would 
still not be achieved.

T h e  s t u d e n t  
dem onstra to rs realised this
—  perhaps instinctively —  
for throughout the ir cry has 
not been for equal education  
but for the scrapping ol 
s e g r e g a t e d  e d u c a t i o n  
altogether.

t ne cause o t the studen ts 
in the ir fight for an 
u n fe tte red  universal system 
o f education  is perhaps best 
a rticu la ted  by a judgem ent 
delivered  in the U nited 
S tates Suprem e C ourt on the 
question  o f  segregation  in 
education .

T his particu la r judgem ent 
is regarded  as one o f the 25 
most im portan t “ liv ing” 
d ocu m en ts  o f  A m erican 
h istory. It is in the com pany 
o f the  D ec la ra tio n  o f 
Independence , T he Bill of 
R ights, the C onstitu tion  and 
the E m ancipation  o f Slaves 
P roclam ation.

T he court case tested  the 
validity o f S tate laws tha t

provided lo r racial segre
gation  in the schools.

In the case m inors “ o f 
N egro race” , through their 
legal rep resen ta tives , sought 
the aid o f the courts in 
ob tain ing adm ission to the 
schools in the ir comm unity 
on a non-segregated  basis. 
In each case they were 
den ied  adm ission to  schools 
a ttended  by W hite children 
under laws requ iring  or 
a l l o w i n g  s e g r e g a t i o n  
according to  race.

T h is seg reg a tio n  was 
alleged to  deprive the 
p laintiffs o f  th e  equal 
p ro tection  o f the laws under 
the F ou rteen th  A m endm ent 
o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
C onstitu tion .

T he plaintiffs contended 
that segregated  schools are 
not “ e q u a l” and cannot be 
m ade “ eq u a l” , and that 
hence they were deprived of 
the equal p ro tec tion  o f the 
laws.

In the first instance the 
court found that the Negro 
and W hite schools involved 
had been o r w ere being 
equalized  w ith respect to 
b u i l d i n g s ,  c a r r i c u l a ,  
qualifications and salaries of 
t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  
“ tang ib le”  factors.

It found th a t instead it 
m ust look to  the effect of 
s e g r e g a t i o n  i t s e l f  on  
education .

It ru led  that  today 
education  was perhaps the 
m ost im portan t function of 
state and local governm ent. 
It was required in the per
form ance ol most ol one's 
basic public responsibilities 
which m ake it vital to 
dem ocratic  society as such. 
It was a principal instrum ent 
in aw akening the child to 
cul tural  values.

It was doubtful that any 
child might reasonably be 
expected  to succeed in life if 
h e  w as  d e n i e d  t h e  
opportun ity  of an education . 
Such an education , where 
the sta te  had undertaken  to 
provide it. was a right which 
must be m ade available to 
all on  equal term s.

T he court then  posed the 
q u e s t i o n :  D i d  t h e  
segregation o f children in 
school solely on the basis of 
race, even though the 
physical facilities and o ther 
“ tang ib le” factors may be 
equal, deprive the children 
of the Black group o f equal 
educational opportun ities?  
In answ ering the court ruled 
tha t it did.

It then quoted  a previous 
cou rt ru ling  w hich in 
requ iring  that a Negro 
a dmi t t e d  to a Whi t e  
g raduate  school be treated  
like all o th e r studen ts as 
saying: “ his ability  to study, 
to engage in discussions and

exchange views with o ther 
studen ts, and , in general, to 
learn his profession, depends 
on th is.”

T he court then ruled that 
such considerations applied 
with added  force to children 
in grade and high schools. 
To separa te  them  from 
o thers o f sim ilar age and 
qualifications solely because 
o f their race generated  a 
feeling o f inferiority  as to 
t h e i r  s t a t u s  in t h e  
com m unity that might affect 
the ir hearts and minds in a 
way unlikely ever to be 
undone.

T h e  e ffec t o f  t h i s  
s e p a r a t i o n  o n  t h e i r  
educa tiona l o p p o rtu n itie s  
had been well sta ted  by a 
finding in a K ansas case by a 
court which nevertheless felt

com pelled to  ru le against the 
Black plaintiffs:

“ Segregation of W hite 
and Black ch ild ren  in 
schools has a detrim ental
effect upon the Black children.
I he impact is greater when it 
has the sanction ol the law: for 
the policy o f separating the 
races is usually interpreted as 
denoting the inferiority ol the 
Black group.

“ A sense o f inferiority 
affects the m otivation of a 
child to learn. Segregation 
with the sanction o f the law, 
therefore , has a tendency to 
re tard  the educational and 
ment a l  d ev e lo p m en t o f 
Black ch ild ren  and to 
deprive them  o f some of the 
benefits they would receive 
in a racially in tegrated

school system .”
T he court then concluded 

that in the field o f  education 
the doctrine of “ separa te  but 
e q u a l” had no p lace . 
S e p a r a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
facilities were inherently  
unequal.

T he parallel betw een the 
issues brought before this 
Suprem e C ourt of the 
U nited S lates and those 
obtaining in South African 
e d u c a t i o n  t o d a y  a r e  
unescapable

T he co u rt 's  findings give 
added insight as to the 
m otives o f the Black S.A. 
children  who turned in fury 
on their school buildings, 
institutions which to them 
had become m onum ents to 
their in terio r status.

Millions face famine
T H E  T H IR D  world is in 
danger o f facing annual food 
deficits ranging from 85 
million tons in norm al years 
to over 100 millions in 
“ bad”  years, if  the annual 
increase in food production 
does not rise to at least 3,5 
per cent a year during the 
next 12 years.

This view was expressed

by Mr. R .J. O lem bo. D eputy 
D irector for the division of 
Ecosystem s and N atural 
R esources o f the United 
N a t i o n s  E n v i r o n m e n t  
Program m e ( UNEP) .

S p eak in g - b e fo re  th e  
W orld Food C onference of 
19 7 6  at  I o wa  S t a t e  
Un i v e r s i t y ,  U SA . M r. 
O lem bo p resen ted  a m ajor 
food policy sa tem ent on

behalf o f U N E P  to the 
C o n fe re n c e  whi ch was 
o r g a n i s e d  b y  t h e  
U niversity’s W orld Food 
Institute.

He sta ted  tha t with more 
than 4 0 0 0  million people in 
the world to be fed and an 
annual  population  growth 
rate  o f 2,2 per cent, food 
rem ained one of the urgent 
problem s o f our tim e.



.4  Its a sad moment of tor
ture, sorrow, struggle 
and mental strain . . .  its 
Survival. Seth Sibanda 
(left) and David Kekana 

h , are seen in a scene from 
the jail play, “ Survival".
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THERE IS 
NO 

MOMENT
OF

GLADNESS
’SURVIVAL’

THE FOUR inmates in the super- 5 
charged jail play, “Survival", also 
known as “ The Four Behind bars™ * 
Quartet", in a close harmony song. 
From left to right: Dan Maredi, Seth 
Sibanda, Themba Ntinga, and David 
Kekana.

SHATTERS THE MIND
OOPS! is that a nudist? what in 

heavens name is happening? No its 
nothing obscene. David Kekana and 
the otherthree jail inmatesare in action 
in a scene in “Survival” .

W O R K SH O P ’71, the 
lucrative producers of 
that unusually sophistic
ated one-m an piay, 
“ U hlanga’* (The re ed )/  
have a follow-up contri
bution to our theatrical 
scene —  Survival.

T h e  c o m p a n y ,  ably  
su p e rv is e d  by  Robert 
“ M s h e n g u ”  M a c L a re n ,  
rode th e  c r e s t  o f  the  
w a v e s  w ith  th e  success  
o f  " U h l a n g a ” , fo r  which 
th e  so le  a c to r  Ja m es  
M th o b a ,  w as  nom ina ted  
b e s t  a c t o r  o f  th e  y ea r  
by  a  c r i t ic s  poll. In the  
p a s t  m o n th s  c r it ica l a t t e n 
tion  h a s  b e e n  on-Survival .  
W h a t  w a s  th e  th e m e ?

A fter raking up theatrical 
records in the C ape, and a 
successful one-w eek run in 
Soweto, this high-pow ered 
production  went on to pack 
crow ds at T he Box theatre . 
W its. A play tha t sensitively, 
bu t dynam ically m irrors jail 
situation , Survival has an 
inevitable a lternative title of 
“ A b ird ’s eyeview  o f jail 
life” .

A wise w riter once w rote 
the words: ‘*To a boiling pot 
the flies come o u t.”  but this 
p roduction  was one boiling 
d i s h  t h a t  a t t r a c t e d  
trem endous response. Both 
Black and W hite were 
fascinated by the gripping 
acting ability o f  the four 
inm ates  —  fou r very  
ta len ted  Black actors.

W ith S ibanda on  that 
con tinen t o f ta len t were: 
D an  M a re d i. T h e m b a  
Ntinga and David K ekana. 
Survival is about inm ates in 
grim prisons, and life behind 
bars as seen  by the captives 
them selves is all audiences 
had to learn  about.

T o  s e n s itiv e  m in d s , 
especially in these traum atic 
tim es, this play could not 
have com e at a b e tte r time.

It is simply a spit at the 
outside world for turning a 
blind eye to  the internal 
struggles and to rtu res of 
ja iled  indw ellers

T he four inm ates, who 
belong to  a band called the 
“ F our Behind Bars Q uarte t” 
with absolute fire, anger an d - 
highkicking action, spiced 
w ith choral music from those 
close harm onies, portray the 
t h e m e  wi t h  g r i p p i n g  
strength .

For about two hours, in a 
kind o f frenzied model 
acting, the artists, supposed 
to be unreachable, unseen 
p r iso n ers, es tabl i sh a 
comm on bond between

t h e m s e l v e s  and t he i r  
audience.

E xtraord inarily  unlike the 
actual jail s ituation , they can 
move from behind the bars, 
and they can com m unicate 
with you in an involving sort 
o f way.

T he jail in the them e 
sense o f the play, does not 
only refer to  the ja il o f the 
convicted prisoner, bu t our 
own daily life jails we 
construct around ourselves. 
It is a reflection  of the 
hum anbeings inhib itions and 
fears o f  the unknow n in life.

A g rea te r po rtion  o f this 
stage piece is com m unicated 
through the m usic by the

‘‘F our Behind Bars Q u arte t"  
la rg e ly  c o m p o se d  and  
arranged  by M aredi. who 
w r o t e  a n d  p r o d u c e d  
"M b o n i” . T he m usic is not a 
s h o u t - o u t - l o u d  a f f a i r  
designed to dress up an 
em pty  play, and to  fill-up 
some glaring loopholes like 
in most productions.

T he close h a rm o n ies 
fruitfully serve the ir purpose 
a s  t h e y  s p e a r h e a d ,  
relishingly. the them e lines. 
F r a n k l y  t h e r e  is no  
m o m m en t o f  g la d n e ss . 
Survival simply shatters the 
m ind and ravages the senses.

GLADWI N K H I M A L O

In his new “THEMBI” play which has 
been attracting crowds whenever it 
appeared, Sam Mahangwanedealswith 
the much debated subjects of sex 
education and family planning.

BY TEBELLO RADEBE

DO YOU AT TIMES 
c o m p l a i n  a b o u t  t he  
m o n o t o n y  o r  o I d - 
fashionedness of our church 
hymns? If so . . . then listen 
to Mike Nkole and his 
Apostles on their best selling 
album “ Somelandela” SWA 
(1 4 0 0 9 ) and you will he 
thrilled.

The songs are sung to the 
backround of the usual 
twings and twangs o f  guitars 
like any m qashiyosong. Just 
before you s ta rt writing 
them  off as unholy you are 
then sw ept off into those 
frenzies which many people 
cannot resist in any moving 
church  serv ice as the 
vocalists swing into their

M qashiyo and hym nals but 
this may be reserved for the 
sake o f variety. H ow ever I 
feel only one flaw is to  be 
found on the record.

This is the injustice which 
h a s b e e n  d o n e  on  
“ Ndikhokhele o Jehova”  
(G uide me O thou great 
Jehova” ) which is originally 
a m agnificent classica l 
masterpiece. The song sadly 
loses it savour in this 
version.

T he aptly  placed “ Amen 
A lleluya" seals o f  the 
package touchingly as the 
album  folds up. Actually the 
song carries your spirits far 
away off as you are  forced to  
jo in  the chorus.

reperto ires.
T he popular “ Uyingcwele 

som andla”  and “ T erone ya 
lehodim o” which cannot be 
m issed at Y outh clubs and 
m ovem ents and which is fast 
gaining m om entum  in most 
independan t churches, are 
rendered  with more vigour 
and a swift sw eet tem po.

O n side two. the foursom e 
have “ Som landela U Jesu” 
the old apostolic d itty  
rejuvinated  and brought to 
the contem porary  appeal. 
Not to m ention “ A m ahlathi 
aphelile which sounds more 
beckoning than ever.

M any purists may not 
agree to the m arriage of
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Viewpoints...on a national convention

IT'S ONE W AY TO SAVE 
SOUTH AFRICA - OR IS IT?

We w ould  like to  introduce you to b c u n e w s ’
EcuNews is the weekly news bu lle tin  of the Ecumenical News Service of the S. A. 
Council of Churches.

Compiled by a fu ll-tim e  sta ff of professional journa lis ts , it keeps you up-to-date 
w ith  the most im portant news from  South A frica 's  church w orld  each 
week— news tha t you w ould  not norm ally see in your daily newspaper.

It covers the activities of ALL churches—not ju s t those of the SACC.

Artic les may be freely reproduced, and thus can help in the com pilation of your
parish magazine.

EcuNews has been in existence since June 1971, and has become w idely valued 
as a m edium fo r com m unicating church news both w ith in  and outside the
Church.

We believe all m inisters of the Gospel could benefit by receiving EcuNews.

You can subscribe to EcuNewsquickly and sim ply by filling  in th e fo rm  below and 
putting th is reply-paid card in the post.

The annual subscription is R5.

We w ill invoice you later.

NAME .... 

ADDRESS

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION FOR ECUNEWS: R5,00. 
OVERSEAS AIRMAIL: R20.
SURFACE MAIL: R5,00.

W ITH SO UTH  A FR IC A  in the throes o f what many 
describe as its worst national crisis the call for a national 
convention has been echoing from many quarters. 
Presum ably, as the problem is apartheid, the 
eradication o f this ‘evil* should be the major task o f such 
a convention. H owever, the Prime M inister, Mr 
Vorster, thinks otherwise. On this page The Voice 
publishes the views on this subject o f three prominent 
members o f the com m unity.

RAY O LIV IER  (26-year-of- 
age)

She is a m em ber o f the Youth 
Fellowship M ovem ent of 
South Africa and o f  the 
D ram a Society (Black). She is 
a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  
C ongregational Church of 
Southern  Africa):

I FU LLY  A G R EE with the 
idea o f the calling o f a 
N ational C onvention as soon 
as possible. It is im portant 
h o w e v e r ,  t o  u r g e  t he  
c o n v e n e r s  o f  s u c h  a 
Convention seek as much 
y ou t h  p a r t ic ip a t io n  as 
possible, if past mistakes of 
regarding this section o f the 
population as “non-existant" 
are to  be eliminated.

Recent occurances in South 
Africa, are  indicative o f the 
p re sen t a t t i t u de  o f  the 
youth they have become 
im patient with the old practice 
o f  always being regarded as 
unresourceful and useless in 
the shaping of their land.

One o f the first things which 
1 would like the Convention to 
discuss, would be the position 
of the Black youth in South 
Africa. We would like to see 
the Black youth enjoy the 
same facilities as their White 
counterpart. In o ther words, 
we would like to see seperate 
am enities for the two racial 
g r o u p s  d i s a p p e a r
immediately.

We want to  be able to  enter 
any recreational hall w ithout 
suffering the indignity o f  
being Black. A fter all, we did  
no t ask to  be Black i f  being  
Black is a sin.

One o f my biggest angers is 
prom pted by the law that 
forbids me from staying where 
I can afford to stay. I have 
been looking in vain for a flat 
in the Black residential area 
where I live. At the sam e time 
there are literally hundreds o f 
vacant flats in W hite areas, 
which by virtue o f my colour, I 
may not occupy.

I could see the convening of 
a C o n v e n tio n  b e in g  a 
forerunner to  a better South 
Africa with equal rights for 
everybody. We long for a 
better treatm ent in o u r land of 
birth, and we w ant to share in 
its shaping.

Cry
M R  W B N G A K A N E (75) 

IS P R E S ID E N T  of the 
Institu te  o f  Black Studies 
and form er depu ty  leade r of 
th e  o u t- la w e d  A frican  
N ational C ongress. He was a 
banned  person  betw een 
1963 and 1973. He writes!

We have been overtaken  
by th e  m arch o f history as 
the events o f th e  last few 
m onths have so painfully 
dem onstra ted , and are  now 
hard  p u t to  it to  search for 
a n e w  w a y  o f  l i v i ng  
sufficiently com prehensive 
to accom m odate the national 
aspirations o f  the various 
racial groups in th e  country.

Above the m anifold voices 
th a t claim  to  have found a 
way ou t o f the m orass in 
which we have been landed 
by the W hite m ans refusal to 
heed the black m ans cry for 
a place in the schem e o f 
things, the one persistent

wail is the call fo r a national 
convention , an  assembly 
called expressly for the 
purpose o f forging a new 
c o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  w ill 
gu ran tee  the rights o f the 
individual m em bers o f our 
m ulti-racial society.

In  o th e r  w o rd s  a 
constitu tion  th a t recognises 
th e  w orth o f  every man or 
woman irrespective o f race, 
colour or creed.

T his seem s, on the face of 
it, th e  m ost logical thing to 
do  and he would be assinine 
indeed who would oppose 
such a suggestion. But 
w ithin the South African 
con tex t we canno t avoid 
looking in to  the com position 
o f  such a convention and 
asking the basic question  as 
to  who the convenors are; 
for we a re  faced with the 
inescapable fact o f the 
N a t i o n a l i s t  p o lic y  o f  
A partheid  whose architects 
defend it with a fanaticism  
that books no  deviation.

I f  t h e y  —  t h e  
governm ent, —  were to  call 
such a convention and were, 
as a dem onstration  o f their 
good faith, to concede tha t 
this cu rren t policy led to a 
cul de  sac and had therefore 
to be abandoned , there 
would be no quarre l with the 
idea and everybody would 
w elcom e it.

B ut, having regard to  the 
u tte r  pow erlessness o f the 
people who a re  calling for a 
convention, one canno t but 
feel tha t it would be a futile 
exercise whose only m erit, 
in the eyes o f the liberals 
who are  espousing it, would 
be to  lull the blacks into a 
false sense o f  complacency.

T he approach  to  such a 
conference would be so 
d iv e rg en t as to  m ake 
concensus im possible even 
a s s u m i n g  t h a t  t h e  
N a tio n a l is t  G o v e rn m e n t 
would be willing to  je ttison  
its policy.

W hile the blacks would be 
satisfied with noth ing short 
o f equality  it is comm on 
know ledge tha t the W hites 
would be talking o f such 
periphera l changes as urban 
hom elands o r  rem oval o f the 
irritan ts o f A partheid.

T he Prim e M inister has 
a l r e a d y  s t a t e d  i n  
unm istakable term s tha t so 
far as his G overnm ent is 
oncerned there can be no 
change from presen t policy 
and if the B lacks have any 
aspirations they  can be 
realised in the H om elands.

T here  a re  those who are 
a ttrac ted  by the idea o f a 
N ational C onvention  and 
rationalise the ir a ttraction  
by holding ou t the prospect 
o f educating  those W hites 
who would be attend ing  it.

T his is the height of 
naivete. T here  is not a single 
W hite m an in the country 
w ho does no t know the 
grievances o r aspirations of 
the black m an and to  think 
they will suddenly reconcile 
them selves to  a situation in 
which they have to  move off 
the black m an ’s back and 
share with him  the w ealth of 
the country  on a basis of 
equality  is to  be ignorant of 
the dep th  o f  the habits of 

(To page 16)
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WOMEN’S VOICE

THIS WOMAN MAKES 
TOUGH MEH QUAKE

LISTEN 
TO OUR 

Tf  CHILDREN

By
Qedusizi
Buthelezi

BLACK SIST ER S, this is your colum n. Feel 
free to  write and share your experiences I 
with us. This is the tim e when we need one I 
another m ost. W e ail know  what the recent 
events have been to us.

W e all k n o w  w hat the  c u r re n t  ev en ts  
m e an  to  us. A s  I am  w riting right now , o u r  
c h i ld ren  a re  roam ing  th e  s tree ts .

W e  a re  pa r t ly  re sp o n s ib le  as  m o the rs  and  
p a re n ts .  W e  h a v e  failed o u r  ch i ld ren .  W e 
sh o u ld  bury  o u r  h ead s  in sh a m e .  Yet w e |  
sh o u ld  no t desp a ir .  T h e r e  is still hope th a t  
we m ight still regain the  co n f id e n ce  o f  o u r |  
c h i ld ren  w hich w e h ave  lost.

O n c e  m o re  let m e sa y :  th is  y o u r  forum  feel 
free  to  suggest  how  w e  can  im prove  this) 
c o lu m n  o r  m ainta in  a  high s ta n d a rd  o f j  
writing.

Now  is the tim e to listen to our children. 
For long children “ have been seen but not| 
h eard” . Long gone is that era.

W h e th e r  w e  like it o r  not o u r  ch i ld ren  I 
are  o n e  u p  o n  us. A s  ch i ld ren  w e w ere  
taught to  o b e y  if  no t  reve re  adu lts .  Out- 
p re se n t  g en e ra t io n  is p rep a re d  to  obey  but 
not to  be su b se rv ien t  to  d o u b ts .  You see 
o u r  ch i ld ren  v iew  th ings in the ir  ow n p e r 
sp e c t iv e .  L e t  us adm it  it —  o u r  Youth  is| 
m o re  en l ig h te n ed  than w e are.

I so m e t im e s  w o n d e r  and  ref lec t  w hat I 
k n ew  a t  th e  age  o f  n ine teen .  I r e m e m b e r  us  I 
as  a  g ro u p  o f  boys  and  girls in form five 
w h o  k n e w  no th in g  e lse  but the ir  books .  Yes, 
we had  school p rob lem s  like m a them atics ,  
phys ica l  sc ience  that u se d  to  grill us and  
m y c la s s  m a te s .  W e w ere  kind o f  bo o k ish . |  
call it th a t  if  you  m ay.

W e k n ew  w e  w ere  b lack  in th e  sense  o f |  
c o lo u r  m a y b e ,  bu t  not th e  psychological and 
so c io -e co n o m ic  c o n o ta t io n s  tha t  go with the  
te rm  today .

T o d a y  a  tw e lv e -y ea r  old . f if teen-year  old , 
e ig h te e n -y e a r  old  k n o w s  exac t ly  w hy he is 
do in g  th ings .  T h e y  can  ac coun t  fo r  eve ry  
little e n d e a v o u r  th a t  th e y  make.

N o w  is the  tim e for us  to  sit at co n fe re n ce  
tab le  at o u r  h o m e s  with o u r  ch i ld ren  and  
lis ten to  them .

I k n o w  I h ave  hang-ups .  O u r  cultural 
upb r in g in g  has  a lot to  d o  with it. Respec t 
is th e  c o rn e rs to n e  o f  o u r  cu l tu re .

W e  p a re n ts  jn u s t  n o t t i s e  respec t  fo r  intimidia- 
tion let us listen to  o u r  children their 
hopes, their dreams, their aspirations, their 
ideals, their fears as well as their frustrations.

A h u m b le  beg inning  like “ how  w as  y o u r |
|d a y  to d a y ? ”  cou ld  o p e n  up c lo se d  vistas.

T h e r e  a re  so  m a n y  su b je c ts  th a t  a re  ta b o o  | 
[be tw een  us a n d  o u r  ch i ld ren .  T h in k  o f  the  
sex  m y th s  fo r  in s tance ,  tha t  o u r  ch i ld ren  
g ro w  u p  with . T h e r e  a re  a  h u n d re d  and  one 

| su b je c ts  that w e  e i th e r  avoid  o r  g loss over .
T h e  fu ture  is bright only, if  w e  listen,

I l is tening will lead  to  sharing .  S har ing  will 
lead to  m utual unders tand ing .

WOMEN HIGH court 
judges are still a rarity in our 
world. Small wonder then  
that those women who do 
make it to the top o f  the 
l e g a l  p r o f e s s i o n  are  
outstanding p ersonalities  
who make their contribution 
in other spheres too.

T heir gifts ju s t cannot be 
ignored.

A nnie Jiagge is no 
excep tion  to  the rule: not 
conten t with being high 
court judge in h e r native 
G hana, she has also played 
an im portant part in the 
U nited N ations’ discussion 
on w om en’s rights and in 
addition  to  th a t has been a 
pow erful figure in the 
YW CA and was recently the 
first African women to  be 
elected  a p residen t o f the 
WCC.

H e r elec tion  at the 
N airobi Assem bly surprised 
som e o f her ecum enical 
background is not well 
known.

But as a m em ber o f the 
E vange lica l P re sb y te rian  
C hurch o f G hana she has 
long been active in the 
ecum enical m ovem ent.

She was the for exam ple 
a t the W orld C hristian 
Y outh C onferences in Osle 
in 1948 and in T ravancore, 
India, in 1952. She has also 
been p resen t at various 
W CC assem blies, including 
the first at A m sterdam , and 
was a m em ber o f the 
C o m m iss io n  o n  I n t e r -  
C hurch Aid, R efugee and 
W orld Service from 1968 to 
1971, and before th a t the 
Laily com m ittee.

Annie Jiagge was born the 
sixth of eight children  —  the 
daugh ter o f R o b ert and 
H en rie tta  Baeta —  in Lome, 
Togo, w here her fa ther was 
w orking as a Presbyterian  
pastor; the family was well- 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  w e ll-  
educated .

H e r m other was a teacher 
and active in the YWCA. 
A nnie received h e r early  
education  first in Lom e and 
then a t K eta Presbyterian 
School.

She decided to  follow in 
her m o th er's  footsteps and 
becom e a teacher.

O n c e  q u a l i f i e d  sh e  
re tu rned  to  teach  a t her old 
schoo l and  w as l a t er  
appoin ted  headm istress.

But after six years she set 
off in a new d irection  and 
w ent to  Britain to study law.

H er aim was to  becom e a 
b arrister, graduating  from 
the London School of 
Econom ics in 1949. She was 
adm itted  to  the Bar o f the 
then  Gold C oast in 1950.

From  there  she worked 
her way up the profession, 
practising first as a lawyer, 
then being appoin ted  a 
m agistrate , then  a  judge and 
finally a high court judge. 
H er rise was a sure sign of 
her ability  and tenacity  as it 
is by no  m eans easy for a 
w omen to  m ake h e r way in 
the legal profession.

By 1 9 6 6  sh e  w as 
recognised as the sufficient 
sta tu re  to  be given the tough 
jo b  o f  c h a i r i n g  t h e  
commission appoin ted  to 
investigate the assets of 
m em bers o f the C onvention 
P eo p le ’s Party  and M Ps 
a fte r  the fall o f N krum ah.

Known to  h e r friends as

“ A nnie” and to  younger 
women as "A untie  A nnie” , 
M r. Justice Jiagge has 
clocked up a considerable 
num ber o f “ firsts" —  first 
woman law yer in G hana, 
first woman judge, first 
woman appeal court judge.

She has also been a 
p ioneer in the YWCA 
helping to organize the 
national work in G hana and 
supervising the building o f a 
hostel in Accra.

Active also in the affairs 
o f the W orld YW CA, she 
has served as a vice- 
p residen t o f its executive 
com m ittee and has travelled 
widely on its behalf.

Long concerned  with 
w om en’s rights, she has 
spearheaded  various efforts 
in G hana and on the world 
scene to  prom ote them . In 
G hana she has arranged  
sem inars on civic and 
po litica l e d u c a t io n  fo r 
w om en together from every 
p a rt o f the country.

As a G hanaian  delegate to 
the UN Com m ission o f the 
S tatus o f W om en and its 
chairm an from 1976 to 
1968, she helped d raft much 
o f the D eclaration  on the 
E l i m i n a t i o n  o f  
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  
W om en adopted  by the 
G eneral Assembly in 1967.

H er work has brought her

m any honours: the "Gimbles’ 
In ternational Award for 
H um anitarian  work, the 
G rand  M edal o f  G hana, a 
doc to ra te  in Laws from the 
U niversity of G hana, the 
chairm ansh ip  o f  the Council 
o n  W o m e n  a n d  
D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  
governm ent o f G hana and 
now  the presidency o f  the 
WCC.

P a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  t h e  
N airobi Assem bly will have 
noticed her strong  and 
com m anding personality  in 
the plenary presen ta tion  on 
women.

She m akes h e r points 
forcefully abou t the issues 
which concern her. H er case- 
is m eticulously p repared  and 
as a judge she is used to 
being listened to.

She never speaks in a 
hurry , bu t em phasizes every 
word, seeking to  register her 
points strongly on the mind 
o f th e  listener.

Always available to  the 
causes she believes in, Annie 
Jiagge is respected  in G hana 
as a sym bol o f  th e  
em ancipation  o f women. 
M any  d y n am ic  w om en 
adm ire her, and h e r abilities 
and  ach iev em en ts  have 
brought the respect o f men 
too.

Y oung male barristers
tem per the ir respect with 
fear. “ She can be as sw eet as

anything outside court bu t 
once you get inside she can 
m ake you q u ak e .”

She is know n for taking a 
tough line in divorce o r child 
m ain tenance cases, making 
qu ite  sure th a t women are 
no t left w ithout support by 
irresponsible m en. W om en 
are  no t to  be trea ted  as 
chattels.

Away from court she is a 
very  d ifferen t person —  a 
charm ing  and g en e ro u s  
hostess who loves flowers 
and spends m uch tim e 
cultivating and arranging 
them .

A g reat family person, 
A nnie Jiagge organizes all 
k i n d s  o f  p a e t ie s  fo r 
m a r r i a g e s ,  s c h o o l  
prom otions and to  celebrate  
o ther festive occasions.

H er public activities have 
som etim es draw n criticism 
th a t she is too am bitious and 
has no respect for m en. But 
those who know h e r well 
understand  Annie Jiagge as 
a p ioneer w ho tries to  excel 
in all th a t she does. She feels 
she cannot afford to  “ le t her 
side dow n".

This perhaps is a view 
w h i c h  c a n  o n l y  b e  
appreciated  by women who 
have been pioneered  in their 
own field too. T heirs is not 
an easy  role, for society 
expects far m ore from them 
than from o th e r  women.

WOMEN MAY BE 
DEACONS SOON

SEVERAL TALKS and
discussions have been held 
on women deaconate in 
Malawi’s Anglican Church. 
W hen the matter was 
debated by both synods o f  
the Church, the vote was 
seventy to one in favour of 
a d m i t t i n g  w o m e n  to  
deaconate while the other 
synod went even further and 
called for an immediate 
training programme as the 
first step towards realising 
this objective.

Now the subject is on the 
agenda for the Provincial 
Synod.

At first the problem  looks 
simple to  those in favour of 
a d m i t t i n g  w o m e n  t o  
d eaco n a te , bu t to  the 
conservatives, th e  issue 
needs serious consideration. 
T he conservative feel tha t 
right from the beginning the 
work o f a deacon was only 
m eant fo r m en and not 
women.

D uring the debate, the 
A rch ib ishop  o f  C e n tra l 
Africa, the M ost R ev. 
D onald A rden found it fit to 
define the word d eacon .” 
W riting in the Ju n e /Ju ly  
issue o f the  A nglican 
N ew sle tte r (E C C L E S IA ), 
R ev. A rden stated  tha t the 
Anglican C hurch has been 
c a lle d  to  re v iv e  th e  
deaconate  in the ancient 
sense:

“ We would therefo re  see 
the deaconate  conferred  
upon m en and women who 
are  deeply  com m itted to

C hrist w ithin the C hurch, 
and who are  perform ing a 
caring  o f serving m inistry  in 
the world in the nam e o f the 
C hurch , o r who are carrying 
ou t a pastoral m inistry 
w ithin the C hurch .”

T he Anglican C hurch  has 
been reacting to  several 
r e s o lu t io n s  p a s s e d  by 
various councils o f churches 
inc lud ing  th e  L am b e th  
Bishops M eeting in 1968, 
the W orld C ouncil o f 
C hurches V Assem bly in 
N airobi, K enya, last year 
a n d  t h e  A n g l i c a n  
C onsu lta tive  C ouncil in 
T rin idad this year. These 
m eetings have called on the 
Anglican C hurch to  revive 
the office o f deacon  and to 
tra in  and o rdain  women as 
well as men.

M ost o f these who a re  in 
favour o f the m otion cite I 
T im othy 3:11 and argue tha t 
it refers to  women d3acons, 
and not to  deacons’ wives. 
T he opponen ts of the issue 
are  said to  be afraid of 
seeing women playing a 
m ore vital role in society.

But despite the debate 
which has been going on, 
both synods have agreed 
that the next step is to 
p r o v id e  t r a i n i n g  fo r  
voluntary women leaders.

From  n ex t January  the 
A ssociation o f Sou thern  
A f r i c a  T h e o l o g i c a l  
Institu tions —  A body which 
unites P resbyterian , R om an 
C a th o lic  an d  A n g lican  
train ing program m es —  will

h a v e  t o  o f f e r  f o u r  
c o rre sp o n d e n c e  c o u rse s . 
T he first two are  aim ed a t a 
certificate and a diplom a in 
a theology while the final 
u rse will lead to  the aw ard 
o f  a B atchelor o f Theology 
o f the U niversity o f South 
Africa.

A nother reason advanced 
by  those in favour o f women 
deaconate  is that, "G od 
created  m an in his own 
im age: m ale and fem ale he 
created  th em .” T hey  go on 
to  say tha t all life is a 
partnersh ip  and therefo re  all 
m inistry  in the nam e of 
C h r is t  s h o u l d  b e  a 
partnersh ip .

Those against the whole 
idea argue th a t women 
cannot be apostolic because 
all the  apostles w ere m en. 
T hey  go on to  po in t ou t tha t 
the  husband o f a deaconess 
would find the housew ork 
suffering.

Some o f  these questions 
were discussed at the 
m eeting o f  the Committee 
for V olu n tary  W om en  
D eacon s h eld  at the  
Southern Malawi’s  Diocesan  
Headquarters in June this 
year.

W hile th e  question  has 
been passed over to  all 
m em bers o f the Anglican 
C hurch in M alawi, seven 
wom en w orking for various 
p rivate firm s in M alawi have 
a lread y  ex p re ssed  th e ir  
in te rest in the d eaconate.

AFRICA ACTS feature
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DO YOU KNOW?
•  that Christians in South Africa can listen to their own 

broadcasts beamed from Addis Ababa every Tuesday 
night.

•  that the programmes are produced in South Africa by 
South Africans under the auspieces of the South African 
Council of Churches.

•  that the programmes are aimed at the Christian 
community and consist of news items, comment on 
topical issues, music, interviews and panel discussions 
as well as devotional material.

NOW TUNE IN!
•  every Tuesday night at 20h25  on the 41 meter band,

7 1 5 4  kHz.
•  listen for the distinctive signature tune "Elizabeth 

Serenade” .

ALL ENQUIRIES TO: P.O. BOX 31190, BRAAMFONTEIN. 2017

The programme is beamed by the worldw ide Radio Voice o f the Gospel 
which is sponsored by the Lutheran W orld Federation.
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AFRICA VOICE
AFRICAN RAIL LINK COST

T H E  T A N Z A N I A -  
Z A M B I A  Ra i l wa y  o f  
TAZARA, which connects 
Zambia and Tanzania, is 
now in full operation after 
the official handing over to 
the people of the two 
countries by the Chinese 
Vice-Premier Sun Chain in 
July this year. The ceremony 
was also attended by 
President Mobutu Sese Seko 
of Zaire and Seretse Khama 
of Botswana.

The railway is C hina’s 
largest overseas aid and its 
construction was described 
by C h ina’s V ice-Prem ier as 
p a rt o f that  co u n try ’s

i n t e r n a t i o n a l
responsibilities.

In less than one year since 
T A ZA R A  began operations, 
it has already proved very 
profitable. D uring the trial 
period —  O ctober 1975 to 
M arch 1976 —  the railway 
c a rr ie d  a b o u t  293  0 0 0  
passengers, and 350 000 
tonnes o f goods. The net 
profit realised during  the 
sam e period was TShs. 
1 0 1 5 3 4  00 0  (about U.S.

AFRICA ACTS 
FEATURE

$12 692 000). T hese figures 
have shown a trend to rise 
m onth afte r m onth.

T he railw ay rou te  runs 
th ro u g h  big a re a s  o f 
uninhabited  land, where 
wild anim als w ere a m eance, 
dry areas w here w ater was a 
p r o b l e m ,  m a r s h y  a n d  
m ountanious areas, where

m achine work was a hazard. 
D espite all these problem s, 
the construction  arm y, was 
determ ined  to work.

O ne unjust C hinese was 
heard  saying, “ I am not 
afraid o f losing bone and 
flesh. I am willing to  give my 
life for A frica.”  And that is 
exactly  w hat a num ber o f his

com rades gave.
O v e r  1 6 0  w o rk e rs ,  

including 64. C hinese, d ied 
during  the building of the 
railway. Some died from 
tropical d isease, while o thers 
fell over cliffs and bridges as 
they w orked.

P res id en t N y erere  in 
paying a tribu te  to those 
who lost th e ir  lives said. 
“ We m ust never forget 
them . T h e ir nam es should 
be inscribed in a roll of

DAR-ES-SALAAM  
— Pres i dent  Jul ius  
Nyerere of Tanzania 
welcomes Dr  ̂Carl Mau, 
General Secretary of the 
L u t h e r a n  W o r l d  
Federation, to a meeting 
at the president's home 
here. Dr. Mau and other 
LWF officials were in 
Tanzania to greet the 
president and brief him 
on the plans for the 1977 
LW F A s s e m b l y  
scheduled for next June 
in Dar es Salaam . 
Presiding Bishop Sebas
tian Kolowa (far right), 
newly elected head of 
th e  E v a n g e l i c a l  
Lutheran Church in 
Tanzania, also took part 
in the meeting. To the 
right of Dr. Mau is Dr. 
Mikko Juva of Helsinki, 
LWF president.

honour and displayed for all 
to  see .”

T A Z A R A  is o f g reat 
benefit to Z am bia, T anzania 
and o ther cen tra l African 
countries. Zam bia is a land
locked country , and has 
been experiencing  trad e  
problem s, especially since 
she closed her bo rder with 
R hodesia . T he new railway 
will open up sou thern  
T an z a n ia , w hich  is a 
potentially  rich agricultural 
and m ining region.

Zaire has already started 
importing salt through the 
ra i l wa y .  M a l a w i  and  
Botswana are expected to 
soon join in using the 
railway. Also, TAZARA will 
facilitate travel between one 
country to another in the 
region and this will help  
bring unity among these 
co u n tr ies . U n d ou b ted ly , 
TAZARA will contribute to 
the liberation struggle in 
southern Africa.

Presiden t N yerere  thinks 
there  are m ore benefits. He 
has said . “ From  the C hinese 
we have learn t the real 
m eaning o f revolutionary  
c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  
in ternational solidarity; and 
the m ean ing  o f  h a rd , 
disciplined and dedica ted  
w ork.”

T he enorm ous w ork done 
by these ded ica ted  w orkers 
in c lu d e d  b u ild in g  3 2 0  
bridges, 22 tunnels, and 
several culverts.

W hen I asked Ezekiel 
N gonyani, a T anzania  police 
officer w ho for som e years 
was a ttached  to  TAZA RA , 
what im pressed him most 
abou t the C hinese, he said. 
“ In th e ir  cam ps they lived in 
harsh conditions. M ost of 
them  slept on benches which 
had no m attresses.”

Reading maketh a fu ll man. . .

so why not visit our ecumenical library 
and become a full man?

The ecumenical library, situated on the 6th floor of 
Diakonia House, Braamfontein (80 Jorissen Street) is 
the first of its kind in South Africa. 
With its wide variety of books, the library provides an 
excellent research source. Among other facilities 
provided by the ecumenical library, is its lending service

FOR FURTHER PARTICULARS CONTACT THE LIBRARIAN AT:

80 JORISSEN STREET. DIAKONIA HOUSE, BRAAMFONTEIN, 2017. 
TEL: 724-0346
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“ N E W S P A P E R S  HAVE  
even forgotten Jake. I 
wonder what has happened 
to him? I heard one o f his 
former fans remark at the 
ringside. The same question 
has been asked by thousands 
and thousands o f  people. 
And now Jake tells you 
what’s happened to him.

“ I am  still very much 
alive, excep t th a t the 
g rea test thing has happened  
to  me. Som ething greater 
than  the E m pire crow n I had 
won a fte r blasting Teddy 
G a rd en e r,”  he says.

Jake  gives us a glimpse of 
how he becam e the happiest 
man on ea rth , then the 
saddest, and reg re tted  taking 
up boxing. Now on to  the 
“ m iracle" th a t changed his 
life.

“ T he referee raised my 
hand as the w inner and new 
Em pire flyweight cham pion. 
I had beaten  T eddy G rdner 
on a 12th round T .K .O . 1 
felt the happiest man on 
earth  and could sm ell the 
world crow n. I told myself 
tha t I ’ll soon w ear it and 
cling to  it like glue so tha t 
nobody should take it away 
from m e.

“ As is always the case in 
boxing, the boys were after 
my newly won crown. The 
m eant proving to  the world 
th a t I d id n ’t ju s t have a push 
over with G ardener.

“ I p roved tha t I was a 
w orthy cham pion by beating 
all my challengers. I also 
qu ie tened  the British press 
a fte r  I had knocked ou t one 
o f their young heroes, 
Jim m y Pearce, in four 
rounds.

THE MIRACLE 
THAT 

IAKE TULI
“ O n e  o f  th e  m ost 

un fo rtunate  ones th a t tried 
his luck was a Frenchm an, 
H onore P retesi. Though that 
fight added  to my chances of 
fighting for the world title, it 
m ade a lot o f people afraid 
to  fight me —  including the 
wofld cham p.

“ I learned only three days 
later that Pretesi did not 
regain consciousness in the 
hospital and he died. My 
manager Mr. Wicks did his 
best not to break the news to

TEBELLO'S 
TOUCHLINE 

TAUNTS
THE LONG AWAITED announcement by 
the Minister of sport about "changes” 
in the now controversial sports policy 
brought some high hopes of normalisation 
to many sports lovers.

Yet the sameannouncement has proved 
to be equally loaded with ambiguity and 
lim itations. It has been very interesting 
to look at the scenery from the touchline 
and I invite you to review it together with 
me here.

Cricket: N a ta l  and  W .P .  ind ica ted  tha t  
th e y  w e re  no t p rep a re d  to  invo lve  itself  in 
“ m u l t in a t io n a l s ”  as th e  policy  se em s  to  
im ply .  T h e  L ead ing  e x p o n e n ts  in the  
im p l im e n ta t io n  o f  th e  “ n o r m a l "  policy 
c la im e d  th e  c o n fu s io n  w a s  c a u se d  by  a slight 
e r r o r  in th e  t ran s la t io n  o f  the  s ta te m en t  
f ro m  th e  M in i s te r ’s o rig ina l A fr ikaans  . . .

R ugby: T h e  rec en t  ac t io n  by  the  eight 
C a p e  W hite  p layers  w h o  fe a tu re d  in the  
d e f ia n t  K W A R U - S E D R U  m atch  p inpo in ts  
th e  o b v io u s  l im its  o f  th e  policy . Is it no t  
c h e e k y  f o r  C h e e k y  W a tso n  to  say  th a t  he did 
n o t  d e fy  th e  law  but th e  po l ic y ?

Athletics: T h e  q u es t io n  o f  a w a rd in g  S p rin g 
b o k  c o lo u r s  to  all s e e m s  to  be on e  o f  the  
m ain  o b s ta c l e s  here .

Soccer: Mr. N o rm a n  M id d le to n 's  la test 
re je c t io n  o f  th e  policy  c a n  on ly  be regarded  
as  an e c h o  o f  m a n y  o f  his  p rev io u s  s ta te m en ts  
e v e n  p r io r  to  th e  an n o u n c e m e n t .  W hich  g ives 
o n e  th e  least h o p e  o f  a n y  p ro g re ss  to w a rd s  
n o rm a l  s o c c e r  d esp i te  th e  “ h o p e fu l’’ m o v e s  
o f  th e  m o tiv a t in g  c o m m ittee .

Tennis: I feel obliged to  hail the  new e s t  
m o v e s  a b o u t  th e  inv ita t ions  to  th e  Blacks 
to  p la y  in th e  S o u th e rn  T ra n sv a a l  S en io r  
O p e n  . . . bu t .  T h is  e x c i te m e n t  may be 
s q u a s h e d  like all the  o th e r s  b e fo re ,  bec au se  
the  m a in  p ro b le m  with th e  policy  lies in the 
p ra c t ic a l  pa r t  o f  the a n n o u n c e m e n ts .  T h e  
p r in c ip le s  and  th e o r ie s  b e c o m e  null and  void 
ju s t  w h e n  the  ball is s u p p o se d  to  s ta r t  rolling.

The list o f  obstacles and petty frictions 
which are the root causes o f m isunderstandings, 
discontentedness and controversy on the sport 
fields is w ithout doubt endless. O ne is compelled  
to conclude that only genuine m ixed sport at 
all levels will end  it all. BY TEBLLO RADEBE

me right away. He even kept 
newspapers away from me. 
He must have guessed how 
badly I would receive the 
news.”

“ I becam e the opposite of 
being th e  happiest man on 
ea rth  and said to myself, 
“ Why did I take up 
boxing?"

“ I thought a person who 
had com m itted  sin was much 
be tte r for a t least only G od 
would know  about it.

“ But with me the whole 
world knew  and th a t caused 
me to  detest the new spapers 
which had ju s t given me so 
m uch praise. I felt as if the 
peoples o f the world all had 
their eyes on me and were 
pointing accusing fingers.

“ In bed alone, I lay like a 
frightened ra t in a corner, 
w aiting to  be crushed. I felt 
as if  I had com m itted the 
m ost brutal m urder. All 
these thoughts raced in my 
mind.

“ But there  was always my 
m anager and som e friends 
and clergym en who consoled 
me. T hey told me th a t it was 
one o f those un fo rtunate  
happenings.”

“ I prom ised not to take 
even a penny from my next 
bout pu rse, but would give it 
to the widow, I felt much 
relieved a fte r giving her

315. I had kep t my 
prom ise with G od to give my 
purse to  the widow.

Dances
“ We would go to shows, 

o r go to  cinem a shows in the 
W e st E n d .  We  a l s o  
fre q u e n te d  n igh t clubs, 
d a n c e s ,  i c e  r i n k s ,  
pantom im es. And I would be 
invited out for d inners, etc.

“ I had lots o f good times. 
But I felt there  was 
som ething missing in my 
life .”

“ Som ething m issing?” I 
asked.

“ And please know  that I 
asked m yself the sam e 
question  several tim es but 
could not m ake ou t what it
w as.”

“ Y ou know w hat? The 
devil is full o f  tricks 
som etim es. For I brushed 
aside the idea and thought 
m yself to  be crazy to think 
tha t I was missing som ething 
when I had all tha t I needed 
and plenty o f m oney.”

“ I had got together with 
some o f the world’s best 
known stars backstage at 
shows. And I would have 
week-ends in Paris, which is 
one of the best attractions in 
the world, in between fights 
just for pleasure.

“ Y et a fte r all those 
things, when alone at hom e I 
felt I was missing som ething. 
But that som ething was a 
m yster to m e .”

Jake bought a rad io  and 
placed it beside his bed to 
try and find w hat he was 
missing.

O ne day he accidentally 
heard  a man speak about

By a 
Special 

Correspondent

salvation over the rad io  from 
L uzem bourg . H e found 
him self glued to the radio. 
He realized  th en  that  
salvation was what he was 
missing the mind.

“ Y es, salvation is what I 
lack in my life to  clear all 
my w o rrie s  a w a y ’, I 
m uttered  to  m yself.”

Jake tells me tha t there  
was a call to accept C hrist at 
the end  of the serm on. But 
he crossed his legs and 
lau g h ed , t h i nk i n g  h ow 
ridiculous it was for the man 
who was miles away to tell 
him to  give him self to  the 
L ord.

He twiddled the knobs 
and got him self a lively 
station with swing music that 
soon had his feet tapping. 
His friend and roommate 
R o n n i e  M i l l e r  c a me  
snapping his fingers in 
response to the music. 
Allthoughts of being a 
Christian were chased away.

“ I was heading for my 
d ream s come true, to  win 
the world Flyweight crown. 
H ad  th e  t h e n  w orld  
cham pion. D ado M arins not 
refused to  fight me. I ’m sure 
I would have won the title. 
W hat else on  earth  would be 
there  for me to  seek? Yet 
this thing tha t has happened 
a fte r 32 years o f my life is 
the g reatest thing there  is ."

I then  recalled how the 
short O rlando  born Zulu 
m ade world headlines after 
w i n n i n g  h i s  E m p i r e  
Flyweight title.

In many hom es the only 
talk  was about the little 
Jake . Songs were composed 
abou t him and children  in 
the s tree ts  sang abou t Jake.

Perhaps the person who 
b e s t  s u m m e d  J a k e ’s 
g rea tness was the late Henry 
N xum alo , g rea t A frican 
j o u r n a l i s t ,  w h o  w h e n  
shaking hands on Jak e ’s 
arrival said. “ I shook the 
hand tha t shook the w orld.”

Crowded
I listened with curiosity as 

he continued  his story, 
thinking tha t he would 
m ention som ething about 
m aking a  come back. But 
this was a d ifferen t Jake 
a ltogether. He is no more 
the old Jake who when 
c ro w d ed  by a u to g ra p h  
hunters, cam eram en, and 
reporters , always told them  
abou t his high hopes in 
boxing.

I was interview ing the 
new Jake, full o f life. But 
before I take you in to  his 
new life, le t’s have a b rief 
look a t what he has done.

M any o f you know  his 
boxing story. From  an 
am ateur, he becam e the first 
Black in South Africa to win 
an E m pire title. In fact some 
people are  still heartb roken  
th a t he was sidestepped for a 
chance a t the world title.

D o you rem em ber in 
those old hot sum m er days 
when O rlando  residen ts 
have no swimming pool and 
F a ther H uddleston started  
raising funds so tha t one 
could be built for them ?

Jake con tribu ted  200 
tow ards the funds in an 
exhibition  fight.

Not only the Orlando 
community makes use o f the 
swimming pool, but many 
others. And today when 
tourists visit the townships 
they are shown this beautiful 
African swimming pool, as 
was the British Prime 
Minister, Mr. Macmillan.

D o you know that Jake 
fought com m unism  that is 
threaten ing  the world?

He d id n 't use arm s, but 
his gloved fists by taking 
p art in a bout tha t took 
p l a c e  i n  M a n i l l a ,  
Philippinese, in o rder to 
ra ise  f u n d s  t o  f ight  
com m unism .

But th is is the new Jake 
relating  the thing that 
changed his life. He talked 
as som eone  w ho had 
discovered treasure o r a 
l i f e t i m e  c r i p p l e  w h o  
m iraculously gained norm al 
oife.

“ It s ta rted  when I was 
m any miles away from 
hom e, lying on a bed in a 
m i n i s t e r ’s h o u s e  i n 
W esterm inister, E ngland ,” 
he says.

It began when Jake was 
enjoying the best tim e o f his 
life. I t’s seldom  that people 
th ink  about G od when they 
a re  heroes o r in luxury.

“ I t  was m y first day in 
E ngland and had ju s t woken 
up, w hen there  was a knock 
a t the door. A W hite 
w om an en te red  when 1 
answ ered.

I was ab o u t to  jum p  up to 
g rea t h e r when she said 
c o u r t e o u s l y ,  “ G o o d  
m orning, Sir. Will you have 
y ou r b rek fast here  or 
dow nstaris?”

“ D o w n s t a i r s  p l e a s  
m a d a m ,”  I sa id  w ith 
confusion a t being called 
“ S ir.”

“ T hank  you. S ir”  she said 
m ajing a note of it and 
slowly closed the door 
behind her, leaving me 
puzzled.

“ I  looked a t my skin to 
see if  it had tu rned  white 
overnight. I thought that 
there  was som ething wrong 
som ew here.

“ I found ou t la ter that I 
was wrong, because I was 
addressed as Sir w herever I 
w ent. English good m anners 
m ade my com plex gradually 
d isappear as I adjusted 
m yself to the conditions.”

D uring that tim e Jake  was 
enjoying a d ifferen t life. 
W hen we are in the 
tow nships we risk our lives 
to walk in the streets at 
night. We are not safe even 
in ou r hom es from tsotsis.

B ut, says Jak e , “ In 
England I could walk from 
one side o f the country to 
the o th e r as late as 2 a.m. 
when I felt like it, w ithout 
fear that a tsotsi would 
waylay me o r th a t I would 
be bundled into a pick up 
van for a night pass." 
“ Instead I would m eet a 
police officer on his night 
beat.

“ Good evening. Sir’ or 
‘good m orning s ir’, he would 
greet me.

“ G ood evening officer, ’ I 
would g ree t back and 
som etim es add , ‘a fresh 
m orning, hey? and go my 
way hom e.

“ I wan an Em pire cham p 
by then  and the whole world 
knew  it. My friends were 
plentiful.

Jake was still King of the 
E m pire flyweights and dual 
fly and bantam w eight South 
African cham p.

As in E urope, the boys 
back home were after his 
two crowns. So in 1953 he 
had to  defend his bantam 
title against what he calls the 
hardes puncher he has ever 
m e t .  S l u m b e r  D a v i d  
G ogotya.

“ He was the m an who 
finished m e,”  says Jake, 
“ but little did Mr. Wicks 
realise how punished and 
how  softened I had been by 
Slum ber, though I won by a 
K .O .”

"M y  m anager cabled me 
to  get to  England as soon as 
possible because he had 
lined me up to  fight a 
F rench-Jew ish m an, R obert 
C ohen.

To page 15

'After the fight 
the frenchman 
did not regain 
consciousness 
and died in 
hospital -  they tried 
to keep the news 
from me'
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'They hailed me 
as the Fighter 
of the year 
and /  decided 
to buy a home 
for R52 000'

Loss

F rom  p a g e  14
“ I had beaten  some o f the 

best bantam s in E urope and 
I thought, here was ano ther 
ch an ce  to  w in w orld  
recognition. F o r C ohen was 
N um ber O ne con tender for 
the world bantam  title.

“ In the fight with C ohen I 
pulled everything I had. O ne 
tim e I shook the Frenchm an 
and saw him back-pedalling. 
But he was ju s t as tough and 
becam e more cautious.

“ We l l ,  a s  I h a v e  
m entioned before, there was 
noth ing left in me, because I 
had used up everything on 
the hard-punching Slum ber, 
and tha t m eant a long lay-off 
before I could regain it, I 
lost the fight on points, 
th o u g h  C o h en  h im se lf  
looked m ore o f  a loser than 
1 was. No w onder he was 
puzzled when the referee 
raised his hand.

“ But th a t’s how  boxing 
goes, so I had to  take it like 
a sportsm an. C ohen was the 
first m an to  defea t me. He 
won the world bantam  
weight cham pionship two 
fights later.

“ D espite the loss, the 
press hailed th a t fight as the 
fight o f the year, and at the 
annual press d inner they 
presen ted  m e with a plaque 
for being the best fighter of 
the year. I was also 
com plim ented as the best 
flyweight since the great 
Jimmy W ilde.”

H ere Jake sw itches to his 
family affairs, which got so 
bad th a t he was nearly 
divorced.

“ I had bought a house 
w o r t h  R 5 2  0 0 0 , ”  he  
continued, and decided to 
send for my wife, Peggy. A 
friend and I w ent to m eet 
her at Southham pton.

“ I am afraid my heart was 
still upset when we went to 
m eet her, because o f gossip I 
had received from Jo’burg. 
But som ehow I felt it would 
surprise people if  I m et my 
wife in a nasty m ood. So I 
p retended  to act like a 
happy husband m eeting his 
wife for the first tim e after a 
long absence.

“ Peggy hugged me as if 
saying, ‘Forget all the old 
quarrels, darling .’ And the 
grow n-up children  tha t were 
small when I left, helped us 
to  forget. E verything turned 
to an exciting re-union. We 
s o o n  g o t  e v e r y t h i n g  
straightened ou t and there  
w ere no m ore doub ts about 
each o th e r.”

Ja k e ’s d ream s were for a 
w o rld . B u t G od had  
som ething else in sto re  for 
him.

Jak  continues, “ I never 
stopped listening to  spiritual 
serm ons. I can ’t rem em ber 
how  m any postcards of 
com plim ents and question 
about salvation I had w ritten 
to each speaker. B ut they 
never reached th e  post

office, for they ended  in the 
w astepaper basket. I d o n ’t 
know  why I did this, but I 
know  that it was all the 
dev il’s work. *

“ T he message I used to  
enjoy on the rad io  was Billy 
G rah am ’s  and it h it me. 
H ow ever, I hesita ted  to give 
m yself to  the L ord because 
o f a fellow  who used to  come 
and hold B ible studies that 
confused m e.”

Jake tells me th a t one day 
he could not stand it any 
longer, and decided to ask 
this gentlem an w hat he 
thought abou t G raham ’s 
m essage over TV.

T he m an disapproved and 
d id n ’t believe th a t Jesus 
saves. H e w ent to the ex ten t 
o f tearing  G raham  to pieces.

Jake  changed and becam e 
serious as he told me this, “ I 
d idn ’t like his criticism s, 
because not only were they 
un true , but I d o n ’t criticise 
anybody m yself and hate to 
do  so. Only la te r did I, 
d iscover why he d id n ’t like' 
G rah am ’s m essage. He was a 
Jehovah ’s W itness.”

M e a n w h i l e  G r a h a m ’s 
message was working in 
Jake , as it has done in 
m illions o f people tha t have 
given them selves to the 
Lord.

The message touched him 
so much one day that he felt 
like punching through the 
TV screen to ask Graham 
how he knew that he (Jake) 
was in existence. Jake 
wanted to ask him why he 
chose him out o f  millions of 
people sitting in their homes 
listening to his message.

P oor Jake  d id n ’t know 
that it was G od speaking 
through G rah am ’s messages. 
Y ou would th ink  th a t he was 
talk ing face to  face with you.

Salvation
And Jake  with his em pire 
Flyweight crow n to  G raham  
was no  d ifferen t than  any 
o th e r lost soul.

“ At night in bed I thought 
over G raham ’s message and 
was very m uch concerned 
abou t my country . I thought 
th a t if th e re  was any place 
th a t needed  salvation it was 
my country , south o f  the 
L im popo. And how  I wished 
G raham  could put his foot 
th ere  w here there  are still 
m illions o f lost souls!”  

M ean w h ile  G od was 
gradually  show ing Jake  the 
m ysterious th ing  th a t he was 
missing so  much in life.

Jake  was still overseas, 
living as a hero  and in 
luxury when this thing tha t 
changed his life started .

H e re tu rned  home in 
1958 with his E m pire  
Flyweight crow n stripped off 
by Dai D ower. He tried a 
com eback and lost to the 
t o u g h  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  
flyweight, M thim khulu .

O ne day last year, I went 
to interview  Jake on  ano ther 
story  a t his hom e. I found a 
C oloured p asto r had com e to

invite him  to  a church 
service.

“ Y ou are  ju s t in tim e, or 
you would have found tha t I 
had gone to  a  church 
serv ice .”  he told me.

Funny the way G od 
works! W hen Jake  was in 
E ngland , he used  the 
speakers on  th e  rad io  to  talk  
to  him, and back home He 
sent H is servants personally 
to  ta lk  to  him, I thought.

la k e  says, “ I was invited 
by many people to go to 
their churches, including the 
Jehovah’s W itnesses, in 
which I had already lost 
interest. I told their ladies to 
send a man to see me and 
promised them a fist on the 
nose if they continued 
coming themselves! That 
stopped their persistence.”

“ O ne day I w ent to  a 
gathering in a classroom  to 
hear som ebody preach. I 
was convinced once m ore 
th a t what I needed  was 
C hrist.

“ I rem ained behind after 
the service to ask him many 
questions abou t salvation, 
som e o f them  sim ilar to the 
ones I had w ritten  on  post 
cards in E ngland.

“ T he p reach er explained 
every th ing  to  me and all my 
confusion c leared . T ha t day 
I accep ted  the L ord  as my 
personal Saviour —  the 
L ord who cam e from heaven 
to  pay th e  penalty  for my 
sins and  for the sins o f the 
w hole w orld. He died  on  the

cross, at C alvary, to cleanse 
me from all unrighteousness.

“ O ne w onderful thing is 
tha t in G od’s eves I am 
justified . Just as if I had not 
sinned before. Now I trust 
him  with my life even 
though I have not got all the 
earth ly  com forts. I have 
peace with G od which is 
g rea te r than  all the riches on 
e a r th ."

Jake says, “ Think about 
this. W ho are the most 
w orried people on earth?  
W h i c h  p e o p le  m o s tly  
com m it suicide? And which 
peop le  m ostly  go  fo r 
divorce?”  T he rich people. 
But, says Jake , "F o r what

His own 
soul

shall it profit a m an if he 
shall gain the whole world 
and lose his ow n soul?” 
(M ark  3 v. 36).

Jake concludes with a 
le tte r  to  a totsi (thug):

“ D ear Tsotsi,
T he best approach you 

can make to  peace and 
happiness is to  enjoy G od’s 
grace, riches a t C h ris t’s 
expense; n o t a knife. Hve 
you peace w ith God?

“ Form  heaven  you will 
receive understand ing  and 
the indw elling Holy Spirit to 
r e g e n e ra te  y o u r w ho le  
being. Avoid im morality. 
F lee from  h e r tem ptations.

J A K E  T U L I

“ W hen she spread  her 
delicacies on h e r tab le , when 
her wine spark les in  the cup, 
when she sm iles a t you, and 
asks you to  d rin k  and be 
happy, then  is the  hour o f 
danger. If you allow h e r to 
deceive and betray  you, the

prom ises she gives o f joy 
change to  m adness, and her 
enjoym ent leads on to 
disease and death .

‘Are you scared? You 
should be. B ew are, tsotsi!"

JAKE TULI

'That day /  
accepted the 
Lord as my personal 
saviour -  the 
Lord who came to 
pay for my sins'
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ALL
MUST
ATTEND

(From  page 10)
thinking o f the South  African 
Whites.

M rs V irg in ia  G cab ash e , 
general secretary o f the 
Federation o f Black W omen 
and Executive m em ber o f the 
SA Council o f Churches:

A PR E-C O N D IT IO N  for 
such a  convention must be the 
a t t e n d a n c e  by  p e o p l e  
attracted from all walks o f life, 
including political leaders 
presently in detention. The 
Convention would have to be 
a m ultiracial one. In other 
words, a  radical departure 
from the apartheid  practice 
would have to  be assured.

Among the main outcom es 
of the Convention would have 
to  be the repealing o f all 
d iscrim inatory laws ranging 
t h r o u g h  e d u c a t i o n  to 
e m p l o y m e n t .  P r e s e n t  
le g is la tio n  such  as jo b  
reservation which gives the 
W hite first preference in job 
situations would have to be 
scrapped. The ideal situation 
would be to  leave the labour 
m arket to open com petition 
which would ensure that the 
best man gets the job . 
irrespective o f their colour or 
race.

On the educational scene, 
the present disparity which 
allows the African child only 
ab o u t R50 a year as against 
R500 for a W hite child over 
the sam e period, would have 
to  be put right.

ALONGSIDE the destruction 
o f quasi-government property 
such as administrative offices, 
liquor stores, beerhalls and 
recreational halls, church 
buildings (many o f  which were 
used as schools) also became 
targets during the unrest in 
South Africa.

The careful selection of the 
targets seem indicative o f the 
fac t t ha t  the a t t a c ke r s  
focussed on buildings which 
symbolised apartheid and all 
tha t it represented. The 
a t t a ck s ,  pa r t i c u l a r l y  in 
Soweto, o f vehicles bearing 
signs o f belonging to White 
e n te rp r is e , a p p e a re d  to  
suggest that the question of 
econom ic Black oppression 
and labour exploitation, also 
played a role.

It has alm ost become an 
a ccep ted  fac t wi th the 
e x c e p t i o n  o f  a f e w 
d i e h a r d s -  t ha t  t he SA 
political situation played a 
vital role in the disturbances.

Targets
The im m ediate problem  

however, arises out o f  fact that 
church buildings also became 
targets o f  arson and  other 
m eans o f destruction. The 
question is: ‘ Has the Church 
b eco m e  id e n t i f ie d  w ith  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  s u c h  as  
adm inistrative offices and  
beerhalls?''

Well, an ad libertum 
interview with Blacks, the 
youth in particular. left no 
doubt in my own mind, that 
the Church in South Africa 
was fast losing credibility. The 
inevitable conclusion which 
one com es to after the 
interviews is that most Blacks 
regard the Church in S.A. as 
an irrelevant institution if 
not an extension o f the status

CHURCH MUST REACH 
OUT TO YOUTH

By Relevation N toula

quo.
Blacks I spoke to. are 

clearly despondent with the 
ch u r c h  to whi ch,  unt i l  
recently, they had pinned their 
hopes, fo r a peaceful solution 
to  their problem s. Most of 
them nonetheless, had been 
forced into the belief that the 
C hurch in its present state 
could only be an obstacle in 
the struggle for liberation.

“Not only have I turned my 
back on the Church, but also 
regard it as a collaborator in 
the oppressive system,” a 
Form  II students told me. "If 
the Church in S.A . had ever 
c la im ed  Je su s  C h r is t’s 
lordship, tha t must have been 
a long time back.”

A n o t h e r  y ou t h  whose  
father is a M ethodist minister, 
summerised the situation like 
this: “ Until a  few m onths ago, 
I had been a regular church
goer. I knew at the time that 
Christ shared in my struggles 
for liberation.

“ But now I know that He is 
a "W hites only Saviour.”

She said she had reached 
the conclusion after hearing 
her dad , Sunday after Sunday, 
preach about the Christ who 
was only interested in man's 
soul. "I need a Christ that 
shares in my everyday life.”

she c o mm e n t e d .  T he 
message that the Church had 
become irrelevant, came loud 
and clear in virtually all other 
interview. It is im portant 
however, to note that the 
present youth rejection of the 
Church, results from utter 
frustration.

As one youth puts it: "The

Church in S.A. is sleeping 
through a revolution."

An unfortunate trend which 
I perceived in my interviews 
with the youth, is tha t not only 
are the majority o f them 
r e j e c t i n g  t h e  c h u r c h  
institutional, but the Christian 
faith as a whole.

// seem s dear that the time

has com e fo r  the Church to  do  
som e heart-searching if it is to 
retain the confidence o f  the 
you th . "Tor the time has com e  
fo r judgem ent to  bt'gin with  
the  household o f God: and if  it 
begins with us. what will be 
the end o f those who do not 
obey the Gospel o f G od ’" 11 
Peter 4:17.

REASON FOR THE VOICE
O UR FIR ST  and foremost - 
aim  is to  bring abou t greater 
Christian unity in our divided 
society, and also to create a 
forum for exchange of ideas 
b eyond  d e n o mi n a t i o n a l  
divisions. We endeavour to 
fulfil C hrist’s desire "T H A T  
THEY MAY BE O N E.”
TH E VOICE is the first 
ecumenical venture o f its type 
ever to be undertaken in 
South Africa. It comes into 
being as a result o f  a  concern 
by m em ber churches o f the SA 
Council ol Churches that the 
Voice of the C hurch in South 
Africa ought to  be heard, 
particularly in present day

South Africa.
Scientific surveys recently 

conducted by the SACC 
showed that there was a 
serious need for a Christian 
news bulletin. The crying need 
is particularly felt in Black 
circles where the appeal of 
secular newspapers is o f a 
limited nature and aimed at 
specific race groups rather 
than at South Africans as a 
people.

I he survey further revealed 
t ha t  B lack re a d e rs  a re  
yearning for a news bulletin 
which could traverse race and 
ethnic affiliations. More than 
anything else, readers would

like to  hear the voice of the 
Church today.

It is for these reasons then 
that ou r articles are from a 
C hristian perspective.

THE VOICE will initially 
be published on a monthly 
trial basis. Your comm ents on 
this first issue could well 
determine w hether o r not we 
should continue with the TH E 
VOICE. We therefore request 
you to indicate to us how you 
feel about this issue o f THE 
VOICE. Ours is tosatisfyyou! 
Please direct your comments 
to: Editor. TH E VOICE. P.O. 
Box 31190. Braamfontein, 
2017.

YOUTH SECTION

ORPHANS D ETERM IN ED  
TO SU C C EED  IN LIFE

AFRICA ACTS 
FEATURE

TO BE BO RN AN 
orphan is a very painful 
experience for one to 
endure. Think o f the agony, 
loneliness, frustration and 
bitterness and you may be 
tem pted to lose hope 
completely in life.

But to  25 o rphans —  18 
boys and 7 girls —  housed 
a t K phene, a suburb  of 
A ccra, G hana no am ount of 
sorrow  and separa tion  can 
fru stra te  their efforts to 
m ake their m arks in the 
sands o f  life.

A visit to  the ch ild ren ’s 
h o m e  sh o w s s p a r k l i n g  
dete rm ina tion  and unsagged 
hope w ritten  on the ir faces. 
T hey a re  determ ined  to 
lea rn  hard  to  becom e 
G h an a’s g rea t scholars. O ne 
o f th e  child ren  told me “ we 
know  we have no earth ly  
pa ren ts  bu t we are  happy 
th a t o u r heavenly father 
does every th ing  for us 
through his ag en ts .”

B ut who is th is G o d ’s 
agent through whom these 
ch ild ren  have now com e to 
stay together as b ro thers  and 
sisters? For the answ er. 
P astor Jam es K. B enhein, 43 
y e a r  o ld  fo rm e r  b u s 
conducto r w ho is in charge 
o f the o rphans tells his own 
story: “ T he idea to open an 
o rphanage daw ned on me in 
1971 w h en  I v is ited  
G erm any w here I m et Rev. 
P e te r Assmus whom I stayed 
with for a while.

“ O ne day I had a vision in 
which I saw  som e African 
ch ild ren  w orking in a ship

and when the ship was about 
to  dock it left pieces of 
b roken sticks sca ttered  all 
over the port.

“ T he voice to ld  me th a t I 
should gather those broken 
sticks for they  are  precious 
to the L ord . W hen I 
na rra ted  the story to  Rev. 
Assm us, we prayed  over it 
toge ther and in ano ther 
vision, it was revealed  to  me 
th a t G od w anted me to  open 
an  o rphanage in A ccra.”

W hen P asto r B enhein 
re tu rn ed  to  G hana in 1972 
he fulfilled his vision and 
w ith the aid o f  his wife he 
opened  an orphanage with 
five child ren  a t D ansom an 
E sta tes in Accra.

The beginning, Pastor 
B en h ein  reca lls , “ w as 
difficult because there was 
little funds to sustain the 
c h i l dr e n .  T h ere  w ere  
occasions when they fell ill 
but through prayers, God 
healed them for m e” he 
said.

In M arch 1972, Pastor 
B enhein w rote to  Rev. 
Assmus in G erm any telling 
him abou t the establishm ent 
o f the o rphanage and asked 
him if he could come and 
see the children .

W h e n  R ev . A ssm us 
recieved the le tte r  he cam e 
to G hana to  see the children  
and was so p leased  that 
w hen he w ent back hom e he 
shipped a VW bus to them .

Since then R ev. Assmus 
who is th e  head o f the 
G erm an  m ission  ca lled  
O denw alderh ieden  has been 
supporting  th e  orphanage.

O th e r assistance comes 
from  the C hris tian  Council 
o f  G hana, N ational C atholic 
S ecre taria t and well wishers.

D uring  D ecem ber last 
y e a r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
en te rta ined  the H ead o f

S tate and C hairm an  of the 
S uprem e M ilitary Council, 
G eneral I.K . A cheam pong 
w ith m usic and being 
i m p r e s s e d  wi t h  t h e i r  
perform ance, he donated  
so m e  m o n e y  t o  t h e  
orphanage.

Spiritual
W ith a s ta ff o f  four in 

charge o f  the o rphanage. 
P astor B enhein  is deeply 
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  
sp iritual w elfare o f  the 
children .

P asto r B enhein organises 
p ray e r m eetings twice a day 
w here Bible lessons and 
singing are taught.

T he children  are  taught 
e t i q u e t t e  a n d  o t h e r  
household chores. T hey also 
accept invitations to  sing and 
preach a t church services 
and social functions.

A cco rd in g  to  P a s to r  
B enhein 19 o f the children 
are a ttend ing  the New Era 
P repara to ry  School and six 
o thers  a re  at the C hristian 
M ethodist Secondary School 
in A ccra. T he e lder o f them , 
a girl is in form  3 and Pastor 
B enhein is confident tha t 
everything would be done to 
educate  them  to  university 
level provided they learn 
hard .

H ow ever Pastor Benhein 
is not p repared  to augm ent 
the n um ber o f ch ild ren  until 
a new building has been 
acquired  “ because I want 
the children  to  be decently  
accom m odated to  enable 
them  live happily.

And as a move tow ards 
this, a plot has been 
acquired  a t F rafraha near 
Accra w here a new  cen tre  is 
to  be built.

T h e  c e n t r e  w h e n  
co m p le ted  w ould  o ffe r  
vocational su b jec ts  like 
m a s o n r y ,  s e c r e t a r i a l  
p r a c t ic e ,  f a r mi n g  a n d  
carpen try  to  the children . 
T he purpose o f  this, says 
Pastor B enhein  “ is to 
p repare  the children  for a 
secure fu ture and a fte r they 
have o b ta ined  a good 
education , they can live 
independen tly .”

P a s t o r  B e n h e i n  is 
how ever not satisfied with 
the way some people trea t 
the children . “ It is a pity 
th a t som e have no sym pathy 
for them . W hen we receive 
gifts from overseas donors 
they expect us to pay full 
duty  and w hen I exp lain  that 
the goods a re  for the 
orphans I am  told to  go to 
hell.

“ These ch ild ren  are  ou 
own and they should be 
helped to  develop their 
t a l e n t s , ”  s a i d  P a s t o r  
B enhein.

Born a t K wabon, near 
M epom  in the E astern  
Region o f G hana, Pastor 
Jam es B enhein had his 
education  a t the Anglican 
Prim ary and K orle G anno 
Royal Schools in Accra. He 
is m arried with five children .

All item s in th is  bulletin  
m ay  b e  free ly  q u o te d  o r 
r e p r o d u c e d .  H o w e v e r , 
u n le s s  sp ec ific a lly  s ta te d , 
item s sh o u ld  no t b e  q u o te d  
a s  re flec tin g  th e  view s of 
th e  S o u th  A frican C ounc il 
of C h u rc h e s .
P rin ted  by Z en ith  P rin te rs , 
80 J o r is s e n  S tre e t, B raam 
fon te in , J o h a n n e s b u rg .

TRAGEDY FACES 
YO U TH  CLUBS

IT  W O U LD  IN D E E D  be 
a tragedy if for lack o f funds 
t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  
Association o f Y outh  Clubs 
w ere forced to  disband and 
its 38 years o f skill and 
know-how would be lost to 
the u rban  com m unity.

T h i s  i s t h e  s a d  
p rem onition  o f things to 
come which looms over one 
of the few organisations in 
SA which is ded ica ted  to 
creating  a clim ate in which 
the energy and inventiveness 
o f the Y outh w hether black 
o r W hite can be channelled 
tow ards activities which are  
good and w orthw hile.

It also assists them  to 
becom e happy and useful 
citizens o f the future.

A lthough the S.A.A.Y.C. 
is national non-political, 
g o v e r n m e n t  c r e a t e d  
organisation, there  is a 
C hristian  and m oral basis to 
all its club work.

Since its inception in 
1938 the S.A .A.Y .C. can 
claim  to have given hope, 
o p p o r tu n ity  a n d  som e 
t r a i n i n g  for  l i f e ,  to  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  150  0 0 0  
Black and C oloured children 
in the R eef w ho have been 
its m em bers during  the 
period.

T he S.A .A .Y .C. depends 
o n  g r a n t s  f r o m t h e  
G overnm ent, o th e r sources 
from  th e  general public and 
i t s  o w n  f u n d r a i s i n g  
cam paigns. H ow ever it has 
m ade strenuous efforts to 
p ersuade particularly  the 
governm ent to increase their 
annual grants. Even the 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S o c ia l 
W elfare first subsidised the

association in 1947, it gave 
it R5 400  which was to be 
increased pro  rata  to  the 
num ber o f  clubs each year.

N early th irty  years later 
bearing in mind the reduced 
purchasing pow er o f money, 
inflation, and the fact that 
the Association now has 
m ore than tw ice its original 
num ber o f clubs tha t subsidy 
should have been increased 
to a total o f R 25 000.

In his 1 9 7 5 /7 6  Annual 
report the chairm an o f the 
A sso c ia tio n  M r. J o h n  
W entzel has stated  tha t the 
association is facing a crisis, 
th e ir  p re s e n t f in an c ia l 
position is such tha t w ithout 
m ore support from both the 
public and private sectors 
the Association may be 
forced to close down.

T he C oloured  section has 
already gone in to  a recess.

Indeed this would be a 
te r r ib le  b l ow to  t he  
A ssoc ia tion  w hich was 
founded by Miss Joane Pirn, 
w ho for 36 years until her 
death  in N ovem ber 1974, 
was its chairm an.

T hrough the Association 
she tired tried too do  for the 
ch ild ren  o f th e  B lack 
w orkers in the areas served 
by the clubs w hat her father 
M r. H oward Pim had done 
fo r t he i r  p a r e n ts  by 
establishing the B antu Mens 
Social C en tre  and o ther 
schem es for the useful 
leisurere-tim e occupation of 
the w orkers.

T he Association can be 
contacted  a t 47 Estromin 
H ouse, co rner P ritchard  and 
S i m m o n d s  S t r e e t s  
Johannesburg  o r phone 838- 
1100.
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