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The Society of Jews and Christians

R E P O R T
of the

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
for the period 

NOVEMBER 19th, 1937, to NOVEMBER 23rd, 1938.

In submitting the Report for the year 1937-8, the Execu
tive Committee is glad to record a period of considerable 
activity and steady growth. The ready response in Johan
nesburg and the rapid spread of the movement to other 
centres in the Union testify that the Society caters for a 
definite need and fulfils an im portant function in the life of 
our country. The task of enlightenment by the spoken and 
written word is of particular importance in these days when 
overwhelming forces are at work to challenge the foundations 
of a civilised and humanitarian relationship between group 
and group. The very existence of a goodwill movement of 
this kind serves as a deterrent to forces seeking to destroy 
the good relations between the Jew and his non-Jewish fellow 
citizens.

The Society has to its credit manifold and widespread 
activities for the year under review, and we must rest content 
to record in this Report only the main items. I t is equally 
difficult to give full details regarding the activities of Societies 
in other centres, and we shall accordingly deal only with the 
most im portant developments.



The Society of Jews and Christians was formally con
stituted at the first Annual General Meeting which took place 
on the 19th November, 1937. Prof. R. F. A. Hoernle was in 
the Chair. The meeting was addressed by the Hon. J. H. 
Hofmeyr and the Rt. Rev. The Bishop of Johannesburg. A 
constitution was passed (see page 11) and a Council was 
elected. The first meeting of the Council took place on 
December 2nd, 1937, at which the Executive Committee was 
duly elected.

THE SPOKEN WORD.

Insofar as enlightenment through the spoken word is 
concerned, three methods have been adopted: (a) Public 
functions; (b) Private gatherings; (c) Addresses to various 
organisations.

Public Functions: The first public meeting during the 
period under review took place o,n the 10th March, 1938, in 
the Selborne Hall, Johannesburg. It took the form of a 
symposium, the subject being “ Jew  and Gen,tile—Foes or 
Neighbours ? ” His W orship the Mayor was in the Chair, 
and the speakers were Father Runge, Rabbi Weiler, Mr. 
Karlton C. Johnson and Adv. Shacks,novis. The meeting was 
attended by about 400 persons.

On the 16th June, the public function which was held in 
the Selborne Hall took the form of a lecture-concert. Prof. 
P. R. Kirby delivered an address o.n Jewish music, Cantor B. 
Chagy rendered some Jewish liturgical tunes and folk songs, 
Mr. Hyman Sacks commented on each item, and Mr. G. 
Schulman performed violin solos. This function was attended 
b)t about 300 persons. 1

The Society collaborated in the organisation of a public 
meeting at the City Hall on Thursday evening, 17th Novem
ber, to protest against the atrocities being perpetrated against 
Jews and Christians in Germany. His Worship the Mayor 
opened the meeting and then asked Father Runge to take his 
place in the Chair. The other speakers w ere : The Ven. 
Archdeacon U rquhart, Mrs. W. A. Hoernle, Chief Rabbi Dr. 
J. L. Landau, the Rev. R. M. Dryden, the Rev. Fr. C. H. S. 
Runge, C.R., Prof. R. F. A. Hoernle, Dr. Max Joffe, the Rev. 
A. S. Clegg, Mr. A. A. Moore and Rabbi M. C. Weiler. A 
message was read from Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr, M.P.



Private Gatherings: The Jewish question looms so large 
in the affairs of the world to-day that it is natural that every 
thinking man and woman, perplexed and often shocked by 
the tragic events in various countries, welcomes an opportu
nity of haying a frank discussion on m atters pertaining to the 
relationship between Jews and non-Jews. It has been found 
by the Society that a convenient venue for such discussions 
is at small gatherings in. private houses attended by 40 to 50 
invited members and friends. The informal character of these 
meetings is conducive to lively, outspoken and frank discus
sion.

On February 9th, at the residence of the Hon. Mr. Justice 
and Mrs. Schreiner, the Rev. Dr. J. Bruce Gardiner opened a 
discussion on the causes of anti-Semitism.

On April 27th, at the residence of Mr. and Mrs. J. M. 
Heilman, a paper was read by Dr. H. Sonnabend on “ The Jew 
in the Economic Field.”

On May 27th, at the residence of Mr. Adv. and Mrs. M. 
Franks, Dr. W ulf Sachs spoke on “ My Attitude towards the 
Non-Jew.”

On August 17th, at The Priory, Rosettenville, Adv. G. 
Saron discussed “ The Problem of Combating Racial Incite
ment by Legislative Enactm ent.”

On September 29th, at the residence of Mr. Adv. and 
Mrs. M. Franks, Prof. W. A. Willemse delivered an address, 
his subject being “ Some modern views on ithe soul of a 
nation, with special application to the relations between the 
English, Boers and Jews in South Africa.”

On June 29th, a social gathering of young non-Jewish 
and Jewish men and women was arranged by Mr. Karlton C. 
Johnson and Mr. M. Donen. During the course of the function, 
which took place in the hall of St. George’s Church, Mr. 
Ramsay Thomson and Dr. H. Sonnabend delivered short 
addresses.

On Saturday afternoon, October 29th, an At Home was 
held at the residence of Mr. Adv. and Mrs. M. Franks in 
honour of Brigadier-General Sir Wvndham Deedes, C.M.G., 
D.S.O., and Prof. Norman Bentwich, M.A., O.B.E., M.C.



A d d re s se s  t o  V a r io u s  O rg a n is a t io n s : L e c tu re s  and 
a d d re sse s  b y  sp e a k e rs  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  to  v a r io u s  n o n -J e w is h  
an d  J e w is h  S o c ie t ie s , C lubs, etc ., fo r m  an  im p o rta n t b ra n ch  
o f  o u r  a c t iv it ie s . D u r in g  th e  p e r io d  u n d er  re v ie w , th e  f o l lo w 
in g  m e e t in g s  w e re  a d d re s s e d :—

Date- Meeting. Speaker.

9 Feb. _ _ Bertrams Methodist Church .........  Rabbi Weiler.
■April .....  _ Sunday School Teachers’ Associa

tion (3 meetings) .......................Mr. G. Saron.
12 April ... H.O.D., Pretoria ... .........  ...... ..... ... Dr. J. Dexter Taylor.
19 April _ Catholic Students’ Association _ .. Rabbi M. C. Weiler.
25 April _ Youth Social W elfare League .........Rabbi M. C. Weiler.

 ̂ M ay ...... Toe H ...... _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ..........Adv. Shacksnovis.
2 M ay -----Martha Washington Club ....... _ _ _ Rabbi M. C. Weiler.
3 M ay.. _ Jewish Ladies’ Benevolent Society Dr. H. Sonnabend.
3 May _. _ Rotary Club _ _ ----------- ---------- Mr. L. Blackwell, M.P.
9 May _ _ Sunday School Association _ _ „  ... Dr. H. Sonnabend

27 May _ _ Unity Church .......... _. _ _ _ _ _ _ Dr. H. Sonnabend

11 M ay_ _ Toe H, Yeoville Branch ........ . ._ ... Rev. A. T. Shrock.
17 May.. „  W orkers’ Educational Association,

Pretoria ............ . ... _ _ _ _ ._ ... Prof. J. L. Gray.
19 May _ Preliminary Meeting at Pretoria ... Father Runge.
23 M ay_ _ Transvaal W orkers’ Educational

Association ...... _ _ .......... _ _ Rabbi M. C. Weiler.

2.i M ay -----Combined Meeting o f Christian Rt. Rev. Bishop of
Students’ Association and Jew- Johannesburg,
ish Students’ A ssociation_____Rev. Dr. J. Bruce

Gardiner. 
Rabbi M. C. Weiler.

31 M ay.. _ Preliminary Meeting at Bloemfon
tein . . .-------- ... _ ................... ...Father Runge.

7 June _ Anglican Church W om en’s Society,
Orchards Branch _. ... ..... ...........Rev. A. T. Shrock.

10 June _ Anglican Church W om en’s Society Father Runge.
13 Tune _ Independent Cultural AssociationFather Runge.

14 June -  Benoni Public Meeting _____Sen. J. D. Rheinallt
Jones.

30 June _ Brakpan Church W om en’s Society Mr. A. M. Melamet.
11 July . _ Durban Jewish Club .. ._ __________ Father Runge.
25 J u ly -----Meeting at Springs to discuss for- Father Runge and

mation o f a Society --------------  Rev. A. T. Shrock.



Date Meeting. Speaker.
10 Aug------ Bloemfontein Public M eetin g ______Dr. Dexter Taylor.
18 A u g ..  .  Toe H ------------------------------------------- Rev. A: T. Shrock.
25 Aug------ Theosophical Society _ ....... ...............Dr. H. Sonnabend.
30 Aug------ Vereeniging Public M e e tin g ----------Rev. A. T. Shrock.

5 Sept. _ Transvaal Teachers’ Association, Rev. A. W . Eaton and
Rand Central Branch „  ____ Rabbi M. C. Weiler.

21 Sept. _ Meeting o f  Society in Springs ... _ Mr. Ramsay Thomson
and Dr. H. Sonnabend.

23 Sept. _ Reef Traders’ Association _______ Mr. Ramsay Thomson.
6 Oct. —  Public Meeting, Benoni . . ._____ _ Rev. A. W . Eaton.

11 Oct. . _ Public Meeting, P retoria ._______..Rev. Dr. J. Bruce
Gardiner.

13 Oct. .  _ Baptist Church Meeting, Benoni _ Rev. Storey.
20 Oct. _ .. Rotary Club, Benoni ... ... ......... _ ... Mr. M. Kentridge, M.P.

4 Nov------ Presbyterian Church, Mayfair .. .. Dr. H. Sonnabend.
15 N ov .-----Public Meeting, K im berley______ ... Rabbi M. C. Weiler.
21 N ov .. _ St. George’s, Parktown, C.W.S. .. ...Father Runge.

THE PRINTED WORD.

The poisoned plant of prejudice thrives best bn ignorance, 
and is nourished by a flood of lying propaganda. I t is there
fore of the greatest importance to place before the public 
accurate information and reasoned arguments. The Society 
has accordingly published and distributed a number of pamph
lets dealing with various aspects of the problem.

The following publications have so far been issued:—

No. 1.—“ Jews and Christians,” by Dr. Maude Royden.

No. 2.—“ Some Facts about the Society,” with an address by 
the Hon. J. H. Hofmeyr.

No. 3.—“ The Problem of Race,” by Prof. R. F. A. Hoernle.

No. 4.—“ A Jewish Rabbi Appeals to the Christian Con
science,” by Rabbi W. Hirsch.

No. 5.—“ The Jew  in the Economic Life of South Africa,” 
by Prof. J. L. Gray.



Apart from the above larger publications, a series of short 
leaflets under the title “ Facts versus Fancies,” are in course 
of publication. Two of this series have so far appeared, one 
dealing with “ The Jew  and Finance,” and the other with 
“ Jews and Patriotism .”

All these publications are issued in both English and 
Afrikaans and have been distributed amongst members and 
other suitable recipients throughout South Africa. They have 
also been used by Societies in other centres.

Apart from the literature issued by our Society, consider
able use has been made of material obtained from overseas 
organisations with similar objectives.

SOCIAL WELFARE.

1 he Executive is fully alive to the importance of joint 
effort in the domain of social welfare as a means of closer 
co-operation. As a first step in this direction, the Society has 
asked its members to contribute towards a purse to be pre
sented to the Children’s Aid Society. The response has been 
satisfactory, a sum of £63 7s. having been raised.

ACTIVITIES IN OTHER CENTRES.

One of the most encouraging aspects in our work has 
been the rapid expansion of the movement to other centres in 
the Union. Steps have been taken to assure close co-operation 
between the different Societies, and it is hoped that at a later 
date it will be possible to convene a National Conference.

Benoni:

A Society of Jew s and Christians was inaugurated at a 
public meeting called by the Mayor of Benoni on the 14th 
June. About 500 people were present; addresses were 
delivered by the Hon. Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr and Rabbi M. C. 
Weiler.

A further meeting was held on the 28th June, when the 
speaker was Sen. the Hon. J. D. Rheinallt Jones. An Execu
tive Committee was appointed at this meeting, as follows:—

President, Mrs. S. A. Hills.
Vice-President, Dr. C. B. Shapiro.
Hon. Secretary, Miss N. Ramsay.
Hon. Treasurer, Mrs. Cronhelm.
Committee, Mrs. J. Fredman, Mrs. J . F. Kermack, 

Mr. J. Kushlick, Rev. P. W. Lowe, Mrs. 
H. Phillips, Rev. W. Samson.



1 he Society has been very active, and the following meet- 
Society^— addressed by speakers provided by the

Presbyterian W omen’s Association ..............Miss N. Ramsay.
Baptist Church Societies ____ ____________  Rev Storey
Rotary Club ...... ... ......... . ...................  Mr M Kentridge.'
Public Meeting .................... ..... ..................... Rev A w  Eaton

Bloemfontein:

A large audience, representing all sections of the com
munity, attended the inaugural meeting of a Society of Tews 
and Christians in Bloemfontein on the 10th August The 
Bishop of Bloemfontein, the Rt. Rev. A. H. Howe Brown 
who was in the Chair, emphasised that the anti-Jewish move
ment was an offshoot of that intolerance which marred the 
history of our day The Rev. Dr. J. Dexter Taylor, Joint Hon. 
secretary  of the Johannesburg Society, spoke of the personal 
enrichment derived by members of both sections from getting- 
to know their respective spiritual values. Rabbi M. Romm 
described anti-Semitism as a symptom of general moral col
lapse. Mr. F. W. Storey, Principal of St. Andrews’ School' 
pointed to the constructive work done by Jews in Bloemfon
tein^ mentioning the efforts of the Ehrlich, Baumann and 
Leviseur families. Prof. I. S. Fourie, Head of the Department 

at ,the Bloemfontein University College, said 
that the fight against anti-Semitism was part of the struggle 
against the rising tide of materialism.

The following committee was elected:—

The Bishop of Bloemfontein (President), Mr. C. E. 
Kidger and Mr. A. A. K retzm ar (Joint Secretaries), Mr. I. L, 
Horwitz, K.C., the Very Rev. Dean Weekes, Dr. M. Romm,
Mr  R VC ^ '  /  F rS ’ £  W ' St° rey> M r- M- Pencharz Mr. R. C Streeten Mr. L. Hotz, Dr. M. Rindl, Prof. I. S
Fourie, Mr. R B Saayman, the Rev. W. B. Allcock, Capt. 

and Mr', ^  U ^ Z?‘

croth?" thC ^ u d November, the Society held its first social 
gathering. The Bishop of Bloemfontein, the Rt. Rev A H 
Howe Browne, welcomed the members and expressed the firm 
do ^ A rlv 11! the good work the Society was called upon to
fnd Afrikaans! addreSS' d " "  “  E"Slish



Capetown:
The formation of the Capetown Society ^

Christians came about through the . - { l  Church 
Lavis bringing the m atter ,bef° reT̂ J X n resolved to con- 
Council on the 22nd April las . About 180
vene a meeting for the purpose on the 8th Ju  ^
people m e. for the occas.on and / ev. Thos.
Bishop Lavis, w ith Kabbi X Q^rretarv bv the m eeting,
were6 asked t^ d r a " ^  " c S t o t i o o  aod take' the necessary
preliminary steps.

The inaugural meeting of t h |  j f S e m b e r a b o £  800

SS£S“ i c
R u n s e ' th eLady de Villiers and Mrs. W. P. Steenkamp.

, o “  TVie Scientific Approach to Race rroDA Sym posium  on The b c i P r o f e s s o r s  Murray

C h “ r  a X ife  k t  I o n .  Senator F. S. Malan and Adv. Douglas 
Buchanan also spoke.

The Society now has about 400 members, and there is a 
growing interest in the movement.

The members of the Capetown Council are as follows: 
*Rt. Rev. Bishop S. W. Lavis, D.D., President. 
*Prof. A. W. Falconer, Vice-President.
*Rabbi Israel Abrahams, V ice-President.
*Mr. Leon Segal, Hon. Treasurer.
*Rev. Thos. L oose, Hon. Secretary.
*Adv. Miss M. Oblowitz, Asst. Hon. Secretary.
*Mr. W. C. Foster.
*Rev. W . A. Constable.
*Mrs. W. A. Constable.



*Mr. M. Alexander, K.C., M.P.
*Mr. L. Gradner.
*Mr. G. W. Lyon.
*Mr. P. Myers.
*Mr. W. Chappell.
*The Lady De Villiers.
*Mrs. Bairnsfather.
Mrs. de Vos Malan.

*Mr. A. Liberman.
*Rev. I. Levine, M.A.
*Adv. H. M. Bloch.
Adv. Graeme Duncan.
Adv. Douglas Buchanan.

*Mrs. Harold Jones.
*Mr. C. Pearce, J.P.
Rev. A. M. McGregor.

*Mr. A. Friedlander, M.P.
*Mr. I. M. Goodman.
Rev. P. S. Latsky.
Rev. Dr. D. W ark.

*Mrs. J. Dick.
*Mrs. W. P. Steenkamp.

Mr. W. B. Gurney.
*Mr. V. A. Sm artt.
*Miss M. Cox.
Mr. B. K. Long, M.P.

Those marked * are members of the Executive Corn- 
mittee.

Durban:

A Society of Jews and Christians was formed in Durban 
on the 27th October a t a meeting held in St. Paul’s' Hall. The 
Rev. T. G. V. Imman and Rabbi H. H. Freedman were elected 
Joint Chairmen. The meeting was addressed by the Rev. 
Miles Cadman, M.P., Mr. J. Moshal and Rabbi Freedman.

Kimberley:
At a crowded meeting in the Supper Room of the Kim

berley City Hall on the 15th November, a Society of Jews 
and Christians was formed. The meeting, under the chair
manship of the Dean of Kimberley, the Very Rev. H. S. 
Chignell, was addressed by Rabbi M. C. Weiler, who outlined 
the objects of the Society and the necessity for its formation. 
Other speakers were the Rev. W. Pescod, the Deputy-Mayor, 
Mr. R. C. Elliott, Rev. W. Illsley, Mr. D. Cohen and Mr. S. D. 
Stoops.



Pretoria:
A Society of Jews and Christians was inaugurated at a 

meeting held on the 19th May. The meeting was convened 
by the Ministers Fraternal. The Rt. Rev. Bishop W. Parker 
was in the Chair, and the speakers were Father Runge, Rabbi 
Hirsch and Mr. J. Schoeman. The following Committee was 
elected:—

P residen t: The Rt. Rev. W. Parker, Bishop of Pretoria.
Vice-Presidents: Rev. Dr. E. Macmillan, Rev. C. D. 

M urray, Rev. G. P. Ferguson, Rabbi W. Hirsch.
Council: Rev. S. B. Sudbury (Hon. Secretary), Rev. 

A. W. Cook, Rev. D. McRae, Mr. J. J. Groeneweg, 
Mr. J. van Ginkel, Mr. C. Podlashuc, Dr. M. Bliss, 
Rev. J. Adler, Rev. C. Garrat, Mr. W. H. 
Hofmeyr, Mr. J. Schoeman, Mr. C. Isaacson, Mr. 
S. Lezard.

A well attended public meeting was held a t the Presby
terian Church on the 11th October. Rabbi W. Hirsch was in 
the Chair. The Rev. Dr. J. Bruce Gardiner outlined the 
objects of the Society and made an eloquent appeal for better 
understanding between Jews and Christians. A discussion 
followed, and literature was distributed.
Springs:

On the 25th July, a Society was formed in Springs, the 
following Executive Committee being elected:—

President, the Rev. H. G. Leverton.
Hon. Secretary, Mr. Max Goldstein.
Committee, Mr. E. Miller, the Rev. Wm. Menzies, 

the Rev. Savage, Mr. L. Gordon, Mr. A. 
Kapelus, Mr. N. Edelstein.

Father Runge and the Rev. A. T. Shrock addressed the 
meeting, over which Mr. Leverton presided.

A further public meeting was held in the Presbyterian 
Hall on the 21st September, the speakers being Mr. J. Ramsay 
Thomson and Dr. H. Sonnabend.
SIGNED ON BEH ALF OF T H E  E X EC U TIVE CO M M ITTEE OF 
T H E  SOCIETY OF JEW S AND CHRISTIANS, JOHANNESBURG:

C. H. S. RUNGE, C.R., Chairman. 
M. C. W E IL E R , Vice-Chairman.
J. D E X T E R  TAYLO R,
H. SONNABEND,

Joint Hon. Secretaries.



T H E  C O N S T I T U T I O N
OF THE SOCIETY OF JEWS AND CHRISTIANS

1. NAM E.
Article 1:

The name o f the Society shall be “ TH E SOCIETY OF TEWS 
AND CH RISTIANS.”

II. OBJECTS.
Article 2:

The objects o f the Society are to maintain and promote good rela
tions between Tews and non-Jews and to spread knowledge concerning 
the factors (social, economic and others) which lead to friction.

III. LIM ITATIO N  OF SCOPE.
Article 3:

The Society as such shall be independent o f all political parties.

IV. M EANS TO A TTA IN  OBJECTS.
Article 4:

The Society shall endeavour to achieve its objects by the following 
m eans:—

(1) Social intercourse, frank discussion and common study.
(2) Lectures and writings addressed to the general public.
(3) Co-operation in the field o f social service.
(4) The diffusion o f positive knowledge concerning social and 

economic relations o f Jews and Christians in order to eliminate 
grievances which tend to create ill-will, and

(5) The endeavour by each member of the Society in his own 
sphere to promote the objects o f the Society.

V . ORGANISATION.
Article 5:

The Society shall consist o f a President, Vice-Presidents, a Council, 
and Executive Committee and other members.

The Council shall consist o f the President, Vice-Presidents and not 
more than SO other members, all o f  whom shall be elected by the Annual 
General Meeting o f the Society.

The Executive Committee shall consist of a Chairman, Vice-Chair
man, two joint Hon. Secretaries, a Treasurer, and not more than
lo other members, all o f whom shall be elected by a duly authorised 
meeting o f the Council.

The Executive Committee shall consist o f an equal number of Jews 
and Christians.



Article 6:
The functions of the Council shall be to govern the Society through 

the Executive to determine the policy of the Society and to manage its 
affair^ irT accordance with the objects set out in the Constitution. The 
President, or in his absence one of the Vice-Presidents, shall preside at 
the meetings of the Council.

The Executive shall call a meeting o f the Council at least once a 
year prior to the Annual General Meeting, and at any other time at the 
request of at least five members o f the Council.

V II. FUNCTIONS OF EXECU TIVE.
Article 7:

The Executive shall meet at least once a month to transact all 
necessary business.

The Executive shall be empowered to frame rules and regulations 
for the conduct o f the Society’s business and for the election o f mem
bers.

VIII. AN NUAL GENERAL MEETING.
Article 8:

There shall be held once a year on a date to be fixed by the Council 
a General Meeting of the members of the Society, at which

(a) there shall be received and dealt with the annual report of the 
Council for the preceding year, and

(b) there shall be elected the President, Vice-Presidents, and other 
members of the Council for the ensuing year.

IX . M EM BERSH IP.
Article 9:

All persons, whatever their religious or politicalaffiliations,.who are 
in sympathy with the objects o f the Society shall be eligible for mem
bership upon payment of a fee of 2/6d. per annum.

X. A LTE RATIO N S TO CONSTITUTION.
Article 10:

The Council shall have power to alter this Constitution by a two- 
thirds majority of those present and voting at a general meeting of 
Council.



V O R E N B E R G ’ S ,  P R IN T E R S .



‘. THE SOCIETY OF JEW S AND CHRISTIANS
PRESIDENT : )

The R ev/Fr. C . H. S. RUNGE, C .R .

VICE-PRESIDENTS:
The Rt. Rev. G. H. CLAYTON.

iBishop of Johannesburg). 
Adv. M. FRANKS, K .C .
The Rev. Dr. BRUCE GARDINER.
Prof. R. F. A. HOERNLE.

CHAIRMAN ;
Prof. J . L. GRAY.

JOINT VICE-CHAIRMEN :
The Rev. Dr. J . DEXTER TAYLOR.
Rabbi M. C. W EILER.

All correspondence to be addressed to 

the Hon. Secretaries:

P.O. BOX 7791,

JOHANNESBURG.

i o in t h o n  s e c r e t a r ie s :  11th No ve mber. 1943.
The Rev. A . W. EATON. '
Dr. H. SONNABEND.

COMBINED MEETING OF COUNCIL AFP EXECUTIVE.

Dear S ir  (or  Madam),

In view of  the f a c t  that the Annual General Meeting o f  ~ ■ 
the S o c ie ty  w i l l  take p lace  on Wednesday, December 8 th , 1943, 
there w i l l  be a combined meeting_o f  the Council  and~Kxecutivi c^ i  
Committee on Thursday. November 2 5 th f at 5 p.jn. in the - 
Conference R o o m o f t t e  Langham Hotel .

The business o f  the meeting w i l l  b e : -

(a) to approve the Annual Report
(b) to consider  nominations f o r  the Council  f o r  

the coming year ,  and
(c )  to make f i n a l  arrangements f o r  the Annual 

Meeting,

W i l l  you be good enough to send in  your nominations 
to reach our o f f i c e  by November 24th?

Please make every e f f o r t  to attend t h is  meeting.

The Annual Report i s  sent  to you herewith .

Yours f a i t h f u l l y ,

A.W. EATON,
AMELIA LEVY*

Joint  Hon. S e c r e t a r ie s .

,***.. .  1 1  MVJ9.43.
For A ttention .......................................

Recorded .........................................
A cknow ledged .................................................

Answered....................................  I



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE1S REPORT.

' FOR THE YEAR'DECEMBER 9TH 1945 TO DECEMBER.8TH 1945.

The S o c ie ty  o f  Jews and Christ ians came in to  e x is te n ce  f o r  
the purpose o f  c rea t in g  b e t te r  r e l a t i o n s  between Jews and 
Christ ians and, thr ugh the study o f  i t s  causes,  to combat 
ant i -sem it ism  in  South A f r i c a .  For th e  l a s t  Beven years i t  has 
done i t s  work through p u b l i c  addresses ,  p r iv a te  gatherings and 
the d issem ination  of various p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  but c h i e f l y  through 
its -  journal  "Common S e n s e ,1' Today t h is  journal* s p o l i c y  goes 
much fu r th e r  than the o r i g i n a l  aims o f  the S o c ie t y ,  While, our 
i n i t i a l  o b j e c t i v e s  have in  no sense been obscured,  they have 
been combined with the promotion o f  a more genera l  p o l i c y  of 
i n t e r - r a c i a l  and i n t e r - f a i t h  understanding and with an emphasis 
on the s o lu t i o n  o f  so c io -e con om ic  problems,, . This f o l l o w s  our 
growing knowledge o f  the deep-seated  causes o f  r a c i a l  and group 
antagonism w ith in  our s o c i e t y ,  ''Common Sense" is. now well^ 
estab l ish ed  as one of the leading  p rog ress iv e  journals, in  South 
A f r i c a *  We have ample evidence  that - its  message i s  s t e a d i l y  
making i t s e l f  f e l t ,  both  among-the c i v i l i a n  p opu la t ion  and among 
men in  the armed f o r c e s .  • .

PROFESSOR R .F .A. HOERNLE.
« ,

I t  i s  with deep ‘ r e g r e t  that we re p o r t  the death of  Professor  
R.F.A. Hoernle during the current  year .  We wish to p l a c e  on 
record  our deep d e b t ' o f  gra t itude  to him f o r  the many unt ir in g  
se rv i ce s  he rendered t o  the .S oc ie ty  as one o f  i t s  v i c e -p r e s id e n t s  
s ince  i t s  in ce p t io n ,  and to "Common Sense",  on whose E d i t o r ia l  
Board he served zea lou s ly  u n t i l  h is  death.

MR. A .S .  HOLLAND. . .

The Executive wishes to  convey i t s  con gra tu la t ion s  to Mr,
A.S. Holland on becoming Mayor o f  Johannesburg.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the current year were inaugurated by 
the Annual General 'Meeting ,  which was held on Wednesday,
December 9th, 1942, in  the Lecture Room o f  the Johannesburg 
Public  L ibrary,

The business o f  the meeting was preceded by a Symposium 
on "The Poison in Our System - R a c ia l is m ,"  -Professor R.F.A, 
Hoernl£, v ice -P re s id e n t  o f  the. S o c ie t y ,  pres ided  over a J^rge 
audience who l i s t e n e d  with in t e r e s t  to Dr. C o l in  Steyn, i n i s t e r  
o f  J u s t i c e ,  Mr. G. Saron and the Rev, A.W'. Eaton,

• K -

P ro fessor  Hoernle*, a f t e r  proposing  the vote  o f  thanks to 
the speakers,  presented the annual r e p o r t .  The f i n a n c i a l  
statement and the rep or t  on ''Common Sense" were submitted by 
Dr, Sonnabend,’

THE COUNCIL.

The f o l l o w i n g  were e lected-  as members o f  the Counci l ;  
P r e s id e n t : The Rev, Fr. C.H.S. Runge, C .R . j  V ice -P res id en ts ;  
the Rt. Rev. G.H. Clayton (Bishop o f  Johannesburg), Adv. M. 
Franks, the Rev. Dr. J. Bruce Gardiner,  P ro f .  R.F.A,  Hoernle, 
the Rev, J.B. Webb. %

Members o f  the Counci l ;  The Rev. Norman Bennett,  Mr. L es l ie  
Blackwell ,  K.C M.P.,  'Mr.' M. Br.oomberg, the Rev,-A.W, Eaton, 
P r o f ,  S,H# Frankel ,  P r o f . J . L ,  Gray, The Rev, A. Cardross Grant, 
Adv. A. F ish er ,  Dr, K. -Gluckman, Sen. the Horu G* Hartog,
P ro f .  T .J .  Haarhoff,  Mr, -I.H. H arris ,  Mr. H,L. Hawkins, Rabbi 
W. Hirsch, Mr. A.S. Holland, Sen. the Hon. J.D, R h e ln a l l t  Jones, 
Mr. M, Kentridge, M.P.,  Mr, C e c i l  Lyons, Mrs. A. Levy, Rabbi A,H,
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Mrs. N. Levine, P ro f .  I .D. Mac Crone, Mr. D. Mierowsky, Mrs.
S.G. M i l l in ,  Mr. David N. Murray, Miss McLarty, the R t . Rev.
W. Parker, Mr. A .3. Paton, Mrs. A. Pratt  N ick e ls ,  Mr. S. Raphaely, 
Mrs. J. Robertson, The Rev, Dr. A.T. Shrock, Mr. G. Saron, Dr. H.
L. Simon, Dr. H. Sonnabend, The Rev. Dr. J .  Dexter T ay lor ,  Mr.
J. Ramsay Thomson, Mr. W.J.  de V r ies ,  Rabbi M.C. W eiler .

At. the c o n c lu s io n  o f  the meeting a very hearty vote o f  
thanks was expressed t o , Dr. 'H. Sonnabend, who had been the J o in t .  
Hon. Secretary  o f  the S o c ie ty  s in ce  i t s  in c e p t io n ,  p r i o r  to  his^ 
leav ing  fo r  a c t iv e  s e r v i c e .  P r o f .  Hoernl6 Voiced the a p p rec ia t ion  
o f  the S o c ie t y  f o r  Dr. Sonnabend1s en erge t ic  e f f o r t s  on behalf  of  
the S oc ie ty  and o f  i t s  jou rna l  '’Common S e n se . ”

The Council  e le c ted  the f o l l o w i n g  E x e c u t iv e ; -  The Rev. Dr. 
A.T. Shrock, Mr. M. l e n t r id g e ,  M.P.,  Mr. A.S. Holland, Mr. I.H. 
Harris ,  P ro f .  R.F.A. Hoernle,  The Rev. Dr. J. Bruce Gardiner,
The Rev. A. Cardross jrant,  .Adv. M, Pranks, Mrs. A. Franks, Mr. 
David N. Murray, Dr. H.O. Simon, Adv. Bertha Solomon, The Rev,
Dr. J. Dexter Taylor ,  Mrs. J. Robortaon, Mr. W.J. de V r ies ,  Rabbi 
M.C. W eiler ,  Mrs. N. Levine, The Rev. A.W. Eaton, ’ P ro f .  J .L .  Gray, 
Rabbi A . H. Lapin, Mr. H,L. Hawkins, Mr. M. Broomberg,-Mr. G. Saron, 
Mrs, A. Levy.

The f o l lo w in g  were o le c te d  Honorary O f f i c e r s : -  Chairman -  
P ro f .  J..L. Gray; Joint Vice-Chairmen; The Re.v. Dr. J. Dexter 
T ay lor ,  Rabbi M.C. ' . ' e i le r ;  Jo int  Hon. S e c r e t a r ie s ;  The Rev. A.t1'/.
Eaton, Mrs. A. Levy,

WELCOME TO FATHER RUNGE.

The S o c ie t y  in  Johannesburg held an in formal fu n c t i o n  on 
Monday, March 4th, to  welcome i t s  Pres iden t ,  the. Rev. Father 
C.H.S. Runge, P r in c ip a l  Chaplain, Middle East F orces ,  who was 
down on a few days ’ leave from up north .  Father Runge addressed 
the gathering and stated that he hoped the l e s so n  o f  good f e l l o w 
ship and c o - o p e r a t i o n  which had been learned and was being learned 
in  the army would be tra n s la ted  in to  c i v i l i a n  l i f e ,

ADDRESS BY MR. ISAAC GRUENBAUM.

On Tuesday, August 17th, -.Mr, I .  Gruenbaum, who f  or  ̂many 
years was "leader o f  the Jewish people  in  the P o l i s h  Parliament, 
addressed, at the i n / i t a t i o n  of  the Society,members o f  the c l e r g y  
in  Johannesburg, and brought to  them f i r s t - h a n d  in form ation  on 
the tragedy o f  European Jewry,

SYMPOSIUM "T OWARDS PEACE."

On Tuesday., .October ” 6th,  a Symposium e n t i t l e d  'Towards 
Peace" was held" at the Darragh Hall ,  Johannesburg, The speakers 
were the Right Rev. G.H. Clayton (Bishop o f  Johannesburg) -  ihe 
S p i r i t  o f  Peace."} Dr. J,1T. Reedman -  "World Economic R econ stru ct 
ion" • Mrs. Margaret B a l l in g e r ,  M.P. "South A fr ica*  s Part" ;
Mr. Jul ius  Lewin -  "The P o l i t i c a l  Issues ." ,  -Prof .  J .L.  Gray was 
in  the ch a ir .

GOODWILL-DAY.

Goodwill  Day th is  year was held on March 7th. As on prev ious  
years an appeal was made to- br ing  the message o f  g oo d w i l l  to  a l l  
races  and f a i t h s ' i n . S o u t h  A fr ica  through churches and synagogues.

A manifesto signed by the f o l l o w in g  was i s s u e d ; -  Rabbi I .  
Abrahams (Chief  Rabbi o f  Capetown), The. Most Revd. J.R. Darbyshire, 
(Archbishop o f  Capetown), D r . - J .  Bruce Gardiner^(Chairman, Goodwill  
Counci l ,  Johannesburg),  Archbishop B . J . - G i j l s w i jk (A posto l i c  
D e leg a te ) ,  Dr. Alexander Kerr (P r in c ip a l ,  Fort Hare), The Revd.
A.A. W ell ington  (Pres ident ,  C h r is t ian  Counci l  o f  South Af r i c a ) .

The s p e c ia l  Goodwill  Day p u b l i c a t i o n  e n t i t l e d  C a l l in g  A l l  
South A f r i c a n s , "  ca rr ied  a r t i c l e s  by Mr. Alan Paton, Mr. G, Saron,



Rev. G.J.  du P l e s s i s , A South. A fr ican  S o ld i e r ,  Mr. Julius Lewin,
The Rev. A.W. Eaton. ' ■

Thi q b ook le t  appeared in .English and Af r ikaans and a large  
n u m b e r  o f  cop ies  werfe d1 s tr  ibuted  through the churches throughout
the country.

GOODWILL WEEK.

A g a i n  a s  l a s t  y e a r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e f f o r t  I n  t h e  t o e c t i o n ^ o f  

n n-nndwill Week with s p e c ia l  emphasis on schoolcfnildr , 
m a d e  b y  t h e  C a p e t o w n  G o o d w i l l  C o u n c i l .  T h e r e w e r e  d a l l y  t e o a d -  

o a s t s  t o  t h e  s c h o o l s  a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  f u n c t i o n s  w e r e  h e l d .  I n  t h e  

C a p e t o w n  c f t y  H a l l  o n  H a y  1 6 t h ,  a  c i t i z e n s '  m e e t i n g  w a s  h e l d .

S ir  Herbert Stanley p res ided .

A svnposium. on g oodw il l  was arranged by the- °£„nPtown
Jews a n d  Christ ians on May 18th in  the M e t r o p o l i t a n  Hall Capetown. 
The speakers were Bishop S.W, Lay is., Lady d e V i l l i e r a ,  Dr.
Skaife  and Miss T y f i e l d .

/ .  ■ Goodwill  Week meetings were a lso  held ^  ^ 0em£ ° ^ ^ e r  o f ^  
•Elizabeth, Kimberley, Johannesburg and elsewhere.  A. number 
these were arranged by the N ational  Counci l  o f  Women and oy 
p r in c ip a l s  o f  s c h o o ls .
.' ■ • . " COMMON SENSE,”

Durinp* 1943 ’'Common Sense" entered on i t s , f i f t h  year of  
. -Mem" Thp c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  "Common Sense i s  increas ing  

S o n t h l ? !  a d d i t i o n  t o  a n  e v e r - g r o w i n g  l i s t  e f  r e g u l a r  s u b s c r i b e r s

t h e  R a i l w a y  B o o k s t a l l s  n o w  c a r r y  t  h e  !̂ r e c l  a t i o n

' f r o S t S  . £  t h e  f o r c e s  a s 8 w e l l ^ a s  f r o m  t h e  J ^ & l o p S a t i o n  

continue to be r e c e iv e d .
'A number o f  newspaper's throughout the country ,  both - n g l i s h  

a n d  A f r i c a n ”  Z e q S e n U y  > e o r l n t  a r t i c l e s  f r o m  " C o m m o n  S e n s e .

• ■ • T h e  E d i t o r i a l  ; B o a r d  I S  ‘ / h ® S . ^ S a J S i

P ~ V ’ H- S o n n a b e n d  *  I f  t e r '  t h e  d e a t h  o f  P r o f e s s o r  H o e r n l e ,  M r  

J u l i u s ' L e w i n ' w a s  i n c i t e d  t o  t h e  E d i  t o r i a l  B o a r d  a n d  i s  n o w  o n e  

i t s  members.
ADDRESSES TO OTHER SOCIETIES.

The S o c ie t y  always welcomes in v i ta t i o n s  ^

S 2 c h a r y  S ? s b i C Bl K y  J o h a n n e s b u r g  W o m e n s  B a p t i s t  U n i o n .

;.,av ' Miss r ’ van Gelderen Springs G o v e rn m e n t  School .
m J t  M i3S R. van Gelderen Sax on w o ld  G o v e rn m e n t  School  .
¥ L  RnJ AW Baton S t .  John 's  Co l lege ,  Houghton.
TUno Mrs* 3* Hirsch Union o f  Jewish Women, Bethlehem.

A Lew ‘ National  Council o f  Women, Springs.
i n l j  . E *  S' H i S - h  'Union o f  Jewish Women, Springs.
August Mrs. b . - - nAvnKinpfi meeting o f  Jews and
A u g u s t  M r .  H a r r y  L e v i n  ^ S ^ ^ s !  B e ? h e l e h e m .

• ’ ‘ . . .
ACTTVTT IKS IN OTHER CENTRES.

1. BLOEMFONTE IN; ■
O n  G o o d w i l l  D a y ,  S u n d a y ,  M a r c h  7 t h ,  a  C i t i z e n s ’ m e e t i n g

B l o e m f o n t e i r u  t K v f ^ ' . R ^ a S t l B S  t h T r i c i a l  b i t t e r -

by g o o d w i l l .  This requ ired  a persona l  d i s c i p l i n e  
personal s a c r i f i c e ,  . .



Mr G N, Lazarus, Chairman of. * the S,A, Jewish Board of  Deputies ,  
s tressed  the fact that goodwill was not so much a ™>.vejMnt as °f
l i f e  founded upon the re sp ec t  o f  the persona l i ty ,  o f  other n . 
the r ig h ts  o f  a l l  to r e t a in  t h e i r  d ig n i ty ,  t h e i r  in t e g r i t y  -
in d iv id u a l i t y .

Mrs Eybers drew a t te n t io n  to  the p o t e n t ia l  c o n t r ib u t io n  that 
schoo ls  'and parents could m k e  to p r a c t i c a l  g o o d w i l l  In th is  country.

M \T M T Roll inFpr1 M 1 r e p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  the Natives o f  the 
Eastern*Cape*in the ’ House * o f ‘ Assembly, spoke at a w e l l -a t ten ded  mee 
ing o f  the Bloemfontein S oc ie ty  in the Communal Hall on May 15th.

" Earlv  in July ,  Captain the Rev. W. Yesorsky addressed the Soc ie ty  
on race r e la t i o n s  in the army. Capt. Ye'sorsky, who had serve 
chapla in  to the South A fr ican  troops  in  Egypt and L ibyc ,  
wealth S f  persona l  exper ience  t o  bear on the problems he d iscu ssed .

At the end o f  September, the members o f  the Bloemfontein Soc ie ty  
l i s t e n e d  to  Maior t h e R e v .  ft.T.R. Smit, who descr ibed  the impressions 
he had gained during a recent  v i s i t -  to the Middle East on a h o s p i t a l
sh ip .  ;

Th e  Annual Meeting o f  the S o c ie t y  was held on November 18th and 
the g u e s t  s p e a k e r  w a f t h e  Rev. A.W. (Tubby) Eaton, whose su b je c t  was
''Our Pour Enemies."

The Bloemfontein S o c ie ty  has again, as l a s t  y ear ,  sponsored a 
Goodwill  Essay Competition. Major Smit and Mr. Hotz were the 
a d ju d ica to r s ,  and f i v e  p r iz e s  have been awarded.

2. C APETOWN SPC IETY;
At the end o f  January, Rabbi I .  Abrahams, addressing the Cape 

Summer School  held under the auspices o f  the P resbyter ian  Church o f  
South A f r i c a / o u t l i n e d  some o f  the ideas and id e a ls  o f  the Jewish 
f a i t h .  -The Jewish F e s t iv a l s "  was the t i t l e  o f  h is  address.

On February 17th, Mr. M. A l e x a n d e r ,  K.C M.P, addressed the 
S o c ie t y  in  Capetown on '’ Pa lest in e  -  Past and Present.

At the annual meeting o f  the S o c ie t y  on May 16 th ,  add^e®S6|1̂ ®^e 
de l ivered  by Rabbi Abrahams, S ir  Herbert Stanley  and Mr. H.M. Bloc .

Rabbi I .  Abrahams addressed the M.O.T.H.S. S erv ice  on the 
occas ion  o f  D e l v i l l e  Wood Day on Sunday, July 13th.

A lavra sa ther inr  of  members and f r ie n d s  o f  the S o c ie ty  were

f c o ^ u f t e f S  S 10t L PI ? ^ f e s ^ o ? l o : e ^ a\ X l r v r i l f ^ Pwas jA  
the Chair and the Rev. Brown moved a vote  o f  thanks to  the speaker.

A w e l l -a t ten ded  meeting took  p lace  at the 
September 29th, when the Rev. A. Walls  d e l iv e red  an address on xhe 
Dpbt and Duty o f  Christ ians to  Jews."  Bishop Lavis was m  the hai .
At the con c lu s ion  o f  the meeting the f o l lo w in g  ^es^ t Jn?shio  the " 
human treatment o f  Jews in France was proposed by His Vtforship the 
Mayor, C ounci l lor  W. James, and s e c o n d e d ,  by-Bishop Ilennemann:-

"This public meeting of  citizens of  Capetown, held under the 
ausoices o f  the S o c ie t v  o f  Jews and Christians, expresses i t s  Profound 
abhorrence at the unceasing acts of oppression a»d ^ u e l ty  perpetrat

• i- j ews in the Nazi-occupied countries o f  Europe.
’ $It views with horror theinhuman policy of the of
occupied France, which, following the lead of Nazi Germany, ams at_ 
the enslavement and ultimate extermination of the entire oewisn p .

Ul"It°condemns in the name o f  Humanity and R e l i g i o ^  
measures adopted in  France as a crime against
c i p l e s  o f  ju-stice and l i b e r t y  which are b as ic  to c i v i l i s a t i  .

FOR THE EXECUTIVE, SOCIETY OF *

J . L. GRAY, Chairman; M. C . WEILER, J . DEXTER TAYLOR , 
Jo int  Vice-Chairmen; A.W. EATON, A. .
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FOR THE YEAR DECEMBER 9TH 194S TO DECEMBER 8TH 1945.

The S o c ie t y  o f  Jews and Christ ians came in to  ex is ten ce  f o r  
the purpose o f  c rea t in g  b e t te r  r e l a t i o n s  between Jews and 
Christ ians find, through the study o f  i t s  causes,  to  combat 
ant i -sem it ism  in  South A f r i c a .  For the  la s t  Beven years i t  has 
done i t s  work through p u b l i c  addresses ,  p r iva te  gatherings and 
the d issem ination  o f  various p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  but c h i e f l y  through 
i t s  journa l  ''Common Sense ."  Today t h is  j o u r n a l ' s  p o l i c y  goes 
much fu r th e r  than the o r i g i n a l  aims o f  the S o c ie t y ,  While our 

' i n i t i a l  o b j e c t i v e s  have in  no sense been obscured, they have 
been combined with the promotion o f  a more genera l  p o l i c y  of 
i n t e r - r a c i a l  and i n t e r - f a i t h  understanding and with an emphasis 
on the s o lu t i o n  o f  s o c io -e con om ic  problems. . This fo l low s  our 
growing -knowledge o f  the deep-seated  causes o f  r a c i a l  and group 
antagonism w ith in  our s o c i e t y .  "Common Sense" is  now w e l l  
'established as one. o f  the leading  p rog ress iv e  journals  in  South 
A f r i c a .  We have ample evidence' that i t s  message i s  s t e a d i l y  
making i t s e l f  f e l t ,  both  among the c i v i l i a n  -population and among 
men In the armed f o r c e s .

PR OFES 3 OR'R. F . A. HOERNLE.

I t  is  with deep, r e g r e t  that  we r e p o r t  the death of  Professor  
R.F.A. Hoernle during the current  year .  We wish to p l a c e  on 
record  our deep debt  o f  gra t itude  to him f o r  the many untir ing  
se rv ice s  he rendered t o  the S o c ie t y  as one o f  i t s  v i c e -p r e s id e n t s  
s ince  i t s  in c e p t io n ,  and to "Common Sense",  on whose E d i to r ia l  
Board he served z ea lou s ly  u n t i l  his death.

MR. A .S . HOLLAND.

The Executive wishes to  convey i t s  con gra tu la t ion s  to Mr.
A.S. Holland on becoming Mayor o f  Johannesburg.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the current year were inaugurated by 
the Annual General Meeting, which was held on Wednesday,
December 9th, 1942, in  the Lecture Room o f  the Johannesburg 
Public  L ibrary.

The- business o f  the meeting -was preceded by a Symposium 
on "The Poison in  Our System - R a c ia l ism ."  P ro fessor  R.F.A. 
Hoernl£, v i c e -p r e s id e n t  o f  the S o c ie t y ,  pres ided  over a large  
audience who l i s t e n e d  with in t e r e s t  to Dr. C o l in  Steyn, Minister 
o f  J u s t i c e ,  Mr. G. 3 aron-and the Rev, A.-W. Eaton.

P ro fessor  Hoernle', a f t e r  proposing  the vo te  o f  thanks to 
the speakers ,  presented the annual r e p o r t .  The f i n a n c i a l  
statement and the rep or t  on ’’Common Sense" were submitted by 
Dr, Sonnabend.

THE COUNCIL.
0  \

The f o l l o w in g  were e le c te d  as members o f  t be Counci l :  
P res iden t :  The Rev. Fr.  C.H.S. Runge, C .R . ;  V ice -P res id en ts :  
the Rt. Rev. G.H. Clayton (Bishop o f  Johannesburg), Adv. M. 
Franks, the Rev. Dr. J. Bruce Gardiner,  P ro f .  R.F.A, Hoernle, 
the Rev. J.B. Webb.

Members o f  ,the Counci l :  The Rev. Norman Bennett,  Mr, L es l ie  
Blackwell ,  K .C.,  M.P.,  Mr. M. Broomberg, the Rev, A.W, Eaton, 
P r o f ,  S,H. Frankel ,  P ro f .  J .L. Gray, The Rev. A , Cardross Grant, 
Adv, A. F ish er ,  Dr. E, Gluckman, Sen. the Hon. G. Hartog,
P ro f .  T-.J. Haarhoff,  Mr. I.H. H arr is ,  Mr. H,L. Hawkins, Rabbi 
W, Hirsch, Mr. A.S. Holland, Sen. the Hon. J,D. R h e in a l l t  Jones, 
Mr. M. Kentridge, M.P.,  Mr. C e c i l  Lyons, Mrs. A. Levy, Rabbi A.H.

Lapin/



-  2 - 1Mrs. N. Levine, -Prof. T.D. MacCrone, Mr. D. Mierowsky, Mfs - 
S G. M i l l in .  Mr. David N. Murray, Miss M, McLarty, the Rt. Rev.
V  Parker, Mr. A, S. Paton, Mrs. A. Pratt  N ick e ls ,  Mr. S. Raphaely, 
Mrs. J. Robertson, The Rev. Dr. A.T. Shrock, Mr. G. Sar on, Dr. - .
L. Simon. Dr. H. Sonnabend, The Rev. Dr. J .  Dexter T ay lor ,  Mr.
J, Ramsay Thomson, Mr. W.J, de V r ies ,  Rabbi M.C. l/VeHer.

At the con c lu s ion  o f  the meeting a very hearty vote o f  
thanks-was expressed to Dr. R. Sonnabend, who h a d -b e en th e  J o in t .  
Hon. Secretary  o f  the S o c ie ty  s in ce  i t s  in c e p t io n ,  p r i o r  to  his  
leaving  fo r  a c t iv e  s e r v i c e .  P ro f .  Hoernl6 vo iced  the a p p rec ia t ion  
o f  the S o c ie ty  f o r  Dr. Sonnabend's e n erge t ic  e f f o r t s  on behalf  of  
the S o c ie ty  and o f  i t s  jou rn a l  "Common Sense. ’

The Council  e le c ted  the f o l l o w i n g  E xecut ives -  'The Rev. Dr.
A.T. Shrock, Mr. M. Kentridge, M.P.,  Mr. A .S .  Holland, Mr.
Harris ,  P ro f .  R.P.A. HoemlS, The Rev. Dr. J .  Bruce Gardiner 
The Rev. A. Cardross Grant, Adv. M. Franks, a r s .  h . cranks, r .
David N. Murray. 'Dr. 3 . 0 . ' Simon, Adv. Bertha Solomon, The Rev.
Dr. J. Dexter Taylor ,  Mrs; J. Robertson, Mr. W.J. de V ries ,  a 
M C W eiler ,  Mrs. N. Levine, The Rev. Af W. Jiaton, Proi • ^  ’
Rabbi A . H. Lapin, Mr, H.L. Hawkins, Mr. M. Broomberg, Mr. G. aaron,
Mrs. A. Levy.

The fo l lo w in g  were e le c te d  Honorary O f f i c e r s ; -  Chairman -  
P ro f .  J.L. Gray; Joint Vice-Chairmen; The Rev. Dr. J. Dexter^
T ay lor ,  Rabbi M.C. W eiler ;  Jo in t  Hon. S e c r e t a r i e s ’, The Rev. a .-v.
Eaton,/Mrs. A. Levy. ■ • * ■

WELCOME TO FATHER RUNGE.

The S o c ie ty  in Johannesburg held an in formal fu n c t i o n  on 
Monday, March 4th, to  welcome i t s  P res iden t ,  the Rev. Father 
C H S Runpe P r in c ip a l  Chaplain, Middle East F orces ,  who was 
down on a few daJS? leave from up north .  Father Runge addressed 
the gathering and stated  that he hoped the le s son  o f  good f e l l o w 
ship and c o - o p e r a t i o n  which had been learned and was. b,eing learned 
in  the army- would be tra n s la ted  in to  c i v i l i a n  l i f e ,

• ADDRESS BY-MR. ISAAC GRUBNBAUM̂

On Tuesday, August 17th, Mr. I .  Gruenbaum who f o r  many 
years was lead er  o f  the Jewish people  in  the P o l i s h  Parliament, 
addressed, at the  i n v i t a t i o n  of  the S o c i e t y , members o f  the c lergy  
In Johannesburg, and Drought to  them f i r s t - h a n d  Information on 
the tragedy o f  European Jewry.

SYMPOSIUM. ”TOWARDS PEACE."

On Tuesday. October f;6th, a Symposium e n t i t l e d  "Towards 
Peace" was held at the Darragh Hall ,  Johannesburg. The speakers 
were the Right. Rev. G.H. Clayton (Bishop o f  Johannesburg) -  The 
S p i r i t  o f  Peace” ; Dr. J .F .  Reedman - "World Economic R econ stru ct 
ion""  Mrs, Margaret Ballinger, M.P. -  !lSouth A f r i c a  s i art ;
Mr. Ju l ius  Lewin - "The P o l i t i c a l  I s su es ,  . -t 'rof,  J .L . .G ray  was 
in the chair .

' GOODWILL DAY.

Goodwill  Day th is  year was held on M^rch 7th. As on prev ious  
years an '  appeal-was made t o 'b r i h g  the message.of  g ood w i l l  to  a l l  
races and f a i t h s  in South A fr i ca  through churches and synagogues.

* ^
a manifesto sittned by the f o l l o w in g  was " i s s u e d ; -  Rabbi I .  

Abrahams (Chief Rabbi o f  Capetown), The Most Revd. J.R. Darbyshire, 
(Archbishop o f  Capetown), Dr. J. Bruce Gardiner (Chairman, Goodwill  
Council ,  -Johannesburg), Archbishop B.J.  G i j l s w i i k  (A posto l ic  
D e leg a te ) Dr. Alexander Kerr (P r ih c ip a l ,  Fort Hare,) The Revd.
A.A. W ell ington  (Pres'ident, C h r is t ian  Counci l  o f  South “ f n c a ) .

The s p e c ia l 'G o o d w i l l  Day'p u b l i c a t i o n  e n t i t l e d  , C a l l in g  A l l  
South A f r i c a n s , "  ca rr ied  a r t i c lb s  by' Mr, Alan Paton, Mr. G. Saron,



Rev. G-. J. du P l e s s i s ,  A South Afr ican  S o ld i e r ,  Mr. Julius Lewin,
The Rev. A.W. Eaton. ' ,

This b ook le t  appeared in English and Afrikaans and a large  
number o f  cop ies  were d i s t r ib u t e d  through the churches throughout 
the country.

GOODWILL WEEK. .

Again as l a s t  year the g r e a te s t  e f f o r t  in  the d i r e c t i o n  o f  
a Goodwill  Week, with s p e c i a l  emphasis on s c h o o lc h i ld re n ,  was 
made by the Capetown Goodwill  C ounci l .  There were  d a i l y  broad
casts  to  the schoo ls  and a number o f  fu n ct ion s  were h e ld .  In tne 
Capetown City  Hall on May 16th, a c i t i z e n s '  meeting was h e ld .
S ir  Herbert Stanley presided*

A symposium on g o od w il l  was arranged by the S oc ie ty  of.
Jews and" Christ ians on May 18th in  the Metropolitan H all ,  Capetown. 
The speakers were Bishop S.W. Lavis ,  Ladyd e V i l l i e r s , ,  Dr. S.H. 
Skaife  and Miss T y f i e l d .

Goodwill  Week meetings were a lso  held in  Bloemfontein , Port 
E l iza b e th ,  Kimberley, Johannesburg and elsewhere.  A number o f  
these were arranged by the n a t io n a l  Council  o f  vi/omen and by 
p r in c ip a ls  o f  s c h o o ls .

" COMMON SENSE.” "

During 1943 ’’Common Sense" entered on i t s  f i f t h  year  ̂o f  
p u b l i c a t i o n .  The ' c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  "Common Sense" i s  increas ing  
monthly.  In a d d it ion  t o ’ an ever-growing l i s t  o f  regu lar  subscr ibers  
the Railway B ooksta l ls  now carry  the  magazine, as do a lso  a l l  
branches o f  the Central News Agency. Many l e t t e r s  o f _appreci ation 

'from men In the f o r c e s  as w e l l  as from the c i v i l i a n  popu lat ion  
continue to ,be r e c e iv e d .

A number o f  newspapers throughout the country ,  both -English 
and A fr ik a a n s , frequently  r e p r in t  a r t i c l e s  from Common Sense.

The E d i t o r i a l  Board i s  composed o f :  The Rev._A,Vv. Eaton,
P ro f ,  J .L .  Gray,, the- Rev. Fr .  C.H.S. Runge, C.R.-, Mr. G. Saron 
and Dr. H. Sonnabend. A f t e r  the death o f  P ro fessor  Hoernle, Mr. 
Ju l ius  Lev/in was imited to the E d i t o r i a l  Board and i s  now one o f  
i t s  members.

ADDRESSES TO OTHER SOCIETIES.

The S o c ie ty  always welcomes in v i ta t i o n s  f o r  speakers ,  A l i s t  
o f  su b je c t s  and a panel o f  speakers are supplied  on req u es t .  The 
fo l l o w in g  le c tu r e s  were d e l iv e red
Eebruary Rabbi Lapin Ministers*1 Fraternal  o f  the Reef .
March  ̂ Mrs. A. Levy- Johannesburg Women's Bapt ist  Union.
May Miss R. van -Gelderen Springs Government School .
May MJl3S R. van Gelderen Saxonwold Government School  .
June Retf. A.W. Baton. St,  John 's  Co l lege ,  Houghton.
June Mrs. S . H i r s c h  Union o f  Jewish Women, Bethlehem.
July Mrs. A. Levy National  Council o f  Women, Springs.
August Mrs. S. Hirsch Union o f  Jewish Women, Springs.
August Mr. Harry Levin Combined meeting o f  Jews and

C h r is t ia n s ,  Bethelehem.

ACTIVITIES IN OTHER CENTRES.

1. BLOEMFONTEIN;

On Goodwill  Day, Sunday, March 7th, a C i t i z e n s '  meeting 
presided over by the Mayor, Mr. W. Dickie_-Clark, was held in^ 
Bloemfontein. Major t h e  Rev. M.T.R. Smit said that r a c i a l  b i t t e r 
ness in  South A f r i c a  was due n e i th er  to  race nor language. The 
r e a l  causes were f e a r  and je a lo u sy  and these had to be superseded 
by g o o d w i l l .  This requ ired  a persona l  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  the w i l l  and 
personal s a c r i f i c e .
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