
FEDERATION OF SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN. TRANSVAAL REGION

P.O. Box 10876, 
Johannesburg.
19th August 1955.

Dear Friend,
At the Transvaal Congress of Mothers held on Sunday August 7th, 

the following resolution was passed:

"This meeting of women urges the Federation of South African 
Women to consult with the Congresses and other organisations 
with a view to organising a mass deputation of women of all 
races to Pretoria to protest against the Bantu Education Act 
and all other oppressive legislation, to protest against 
the site and service scheme, and to demand proper housing 
for all people."

To give effect tc this resolution, the Executive Committee of the 
A.N.C. Women's League, and representatives of the S.A.I.C. and S.A.C.P.O. 
have been invited to attend a special meeting of the Transvaal Regional 
Exeuctive Committee of the Federation of South African Women, which will 
be held on Saturday afternoon, August 27th, at 11 Mylor House, at 2 p.m.

You are urgently requested to attend this important meeting.

Yours fraternally,



m m m s L s u m i  m m *  • s m w w a a k .

The Ciiairlaoy and f.e&berd, 

rxecutive Committee,

A.N.G. Woman's iie&£ue.

P.O. Box 10876, 

Jonannesburg. 

lyth August, Ijbb.

Dear /riends

At tiie i’ransv a I Congretts uf ftotners held on Sunday, 7th August 

the following resolution waa paaBed:

"Tius abating of women urges tne federation of couth -fricen 

• omen to consult witn tne uongreuses and otner organisations 

witii. a view to organising a u&^s aeputation of wohmi of all 

races to Pretoria to protest a^ainat the Bantu isaiuoatJ.on Act, and 

all ot^ar oppressive legislation, to protest against tne ajte 

oau service acneiue, and to demand proper housing for all people."

In order to jive effect to tlij.B resolution, yuur ^.ocutive is

cordially invited to attend a special meeting of the I'ra/iovaal Regional 

■ xeni'tive Committee of the Federation of South Africa;-; .omen, which >.111 

be h~ld at 2 p.2. cn l iturday, August 2Yth, at :lom . 11, i.j lor House.

It is earnestly hoped that your full Executive will attend this 

important meeting, so that a campaign for tne aeputation to Pretoria 

may be planned aad launched with the letst possible delay.

Yours fraternally,

Secretary, Transvaal *>,rjion.



c \ . * t

The Secretary,
A.N.C. Women's League, 

Branch,

The Federation of South African Women, 
Transvaal Region,

P.O. Box 10876, 
JOHANNESBURG

15th September, 1955.

£

Dear Friend,

I enclose copies of a leaflet addressed to African Women urging them 
to join the Mass Deputation of Women of all races to Pretoria on Thursday, October 27th, 
where women will protest to the Minister of Native Affairs and the Minister of the 
Interior against the harsh and oppressive laws that cause suffering to the people of 
South Africa.

This Protest has the full and enthusiastic support of the African 
National Congress and was discussed fully and endorsed at the A.N.C. Women's League 
Conference on Sunday, September 11th. I am sure we can count on your active assis
tance in organising many women in your area, not only to attend in person, but to 
raise funds for their transport to Pretoria.

Would you please assist us by sending to P.O. Box 10876, Johannesburg, 
the names and addresses of the churches and any other organisations in your area to 
whom you think we should send leaflets? Wherever possible would you please give the 
name of the Secretary, so that a personal letter can be sent? This is very urgent 
and it will help if you can send this information immediately.

We intend that our protest deputation shall consist of at least ONE 
THOUSAND WOMEN!-------------  Yours fraternally,

REGIONAL SECRETARY.



P.O. Boot 1087S,
JDHANiiSSHTPG.

11th October, 1955.

The Hon. J. de Klerk,
Honourable Minister of Labour,
Laboria Building,
c/r. Schoeman & Paul Kruger Streets,
PRETORIA.

Dear Sir,

At a Congress of Mothers held in Johannesb- rg in August, 1955, the many women 

present passed unanimously a resolution that a mass deputation of women of all 

races, should be sent to Union Buildings, Pretoria.

The purpose of this deputation is to prese t a protest to the Ministers 

concerned against various legislation and living conditions which women feel to 

be unjust, unreasonable, or detrimental to the people of South Africa.

Included in this legislation, both enacted and proposed, are the Natives 

(Settlement of Disputes) Act and the Industrial Conciliation Bill.

Many hundreds of women of all races have announced their intention of joining 

this deputation, and arrangements have been made for them to come to the Union 

ftiil'ings on Thursday, October 27th, 1955.

It is earnestly hoped that you will provide this deputation with the 

opportunity of presenting to you their objections to this legislation.

The women request, therefore, that you meet them at the Union Buildin s at 

12 noon, on Thursday 27th October, and that you consent to receive four represent

atives who will speak on their behalf.

Yours faithfully,

Secretary,

Federation of South African Women (Transvaal Region).



The Federation of South African w'onen, 
Transv aal Region,

P.O. Box 10876,
JQ1U -NKoBURG

11th October, 1955*

The Secretary,
Women's Defence of the Constitution League,
Leisk Building,
cor. Rissik and Bree Streets,
JOHANNESBURG

Dear Friend,

The Federation of South African rfoman makes a special appeal 
to the tonen's Defence of the Constitution League to join with women of 
all races in this mass protest. In honouring the courageous stand made 
by so many European Women in your opposition to the Senate Act, we want to 
emphasise that the oppressive legislation against which we you to join 
us in protest, the appalling housing conditions to wliich so many thousands 
of families are condemned today, the brutal "reclassification" of the 
Coloured people, the insidious and steady encroaciiment upon civil liberties, 
police raids, the application of the degrading and vicious pass system to 
African women - all these attacks upon the individual, the family, the state, 
are the common concern of all women, be they registered voters or not, be 
they European or non European women.

The response to this call to women of all races lias been 
magnificent. Hundreds of women have already expre ssd their determination 
to join this mass deputation and every day more applications are received.

It is as mothers and women that we shall go to Pretoria and we 
are confident that we shall not call in vain on your members to ally them
selves with other women and to accompany us to Pretoria.

tfe have requested the idnisters of Justice, Labour, the Interior 
and Native Affairs to receive our deputation at the Jnion Buildings on Thursday, 
October 27th at 12 noon.

We hope that your League will co-operate with us in this great 
deputation and that you will assist U3 by circulating the enclosed letters 
amongst your members and requesting those who wish to join us to fill in the 
form at the end of the letters and to return th^m to the above address as soon 
as possible so that we may inform them of the fifxal arrangements for transport, 
etc.

Yours sincerely,
HELEN JOSEPH

HON. SECRETARY



P.O. Box 10876,
JOHANNESBURG.

11th October, 1955.

Dr. the Hon. T,2. Donges,
Honourable Minister of the Interior,
Union Buildings,
PRETORIA.

Dear Sir,

At a Congress of Mothers held in Johannesburg in August, 1955, he many women 

present passed unanimously a resolution that a mass deputation of women of all 

races, should be sent to Union Buildings, Pretoria.

The purpose of this deputation is to present a protest to the Ministers 

concerned against various legislation and living conditions which women feel 

to be unjust, unreasonable, or detrimental to the people of Couth Africa.

Included in this legislation are the Group Areas Act, the Population 

Registration Act, and the Departure from the Union Regulations Act.

’"any hundreds of women of all races have announced their intention of 

joining this deputation, and arrangements have been made for them to come to 

the Union Buildings on Thursday, October 27th, 1955.

It is earnestly hoped that you will provide this deputation with the opportunity 

of resenting to you their objections to this legislation.

Ihe women request, therefore, that you meet them at the Union Buildings at 

12 noon, on Thursday 27th October, and that you consent to receive four represent

atives who will speak or: their behalf.

Yours faithfully,

Secretary,

federation of South African Women (Transvaal Region).



P.O. Box 10876,
JOHANNESBURG.

11th October, 1955.
Adv. the Hon. C.R. Swart,
The Honourable Minister of J stice,
Union Buildings,
PRETORIA.

Dear Sir,

At a Congress of Mothers held in Johannesburg in August, 1955, the many women 
present passed unanimously a resolution that a mass deputation of women of all races, 
should be sent to Union Buildings, Pretoria.

The purpose of this deputation is to present a protest to the Mini ters con
cerned against various legislation and living conditions which women feel to be 
unjust, unreasonable, or detrimental to the people of South Africa.

Included in this legislation is the Criminal Laws Amendment Act, the Riotous 
Assemblies Act, the Public Safety Act and the Suppression of Communism Act.

Kany hundreds of women of all races have announced their intention of joining 
this deputation, and arrangements have been made for them to come to the Union 
Buildings on Thursday, October 27th, 1955.

It is earnestly hoped that you will provide this deputation with the opportunity 
of presenting to you their objections to this legislation.

The women request, therefore, that you meet them at the Union Buildings at 
12 noon, on Thursday 27th October, and that you consent to receive four represent
atives who will speak on their behalf.

Your8 fa'thfully,

Secretary,
Federation of South African Vbmen

(Transvaal Region).



f c ? V \ v »

P.O. Bax 1087G,
J01IAHNESBURG.

11th October, 1955.

Dr. the Hon. H.F. Verwoerd,
Houn curable Minister of Non-European Dept.,
Union Buildings,
PRETORIA .

Dear Sir,

At a Congress of Mothers held in Johannesburg in August, 1955, the many 

women present passed unanimously a resolution that a mass deputation of women 

of all races, should be sent to Union Buildings, Pretoria.

The purpose of this deputation is to present a protest to the I rdstcrs 

concerned against various legislation and living conditions which women feel to 

be unjust, unreasonable, or detrimental to the people of South Africa.

Included in this legislation ate the Bantu Education Act and all Acts 

relating to the Pass Laws. As women we shall protest particularly against the 

peuposec' extension of the Pass Sjtsten to African women, and against the housing 

conditions in which so many thousands of African families must live.

I-any hundreds of women of all races have announced their intention of Joining 

this deputation, and arrangements have been made for them to come to the Union 

Buildings at 12 noon, on Thursday ?7th October.

It is earnestly hoped that you will provide this deputation with the 

opportunity of presenting to you their objections to this legislation.

The women request, therefore, that you meet them at the Union Buildings, 

on Biurdday 27th October, and that you consent to receive four representatives 

who will speak on their behalf.

fours faithfully,

Secretary,

Bederation of South African Women (Transvaal Region).



UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA.—UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.

KANTOOR VAN DIE MINISTER VAN NATURELLESAKE. OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF NATIVE AFFAIRS.

Room 103 (West Wing),
No. P.1/2.A. Union Buildings,

PRETORIA.

October 13th, 1955.

Dear Madam,

Your unsigned letter dated October 11th, 1955» 
has been received at this office. Anonymous communications 
are not considered by the Minister.

For your information, I can however state 
that before a deputation is received the bona fides of 
the organisation requesting an interview must be 
established and it must also be clear that the subjects 
to be discussed justify an interview. Furthermore 
sufficient proof must be given that the deputation can 
speak on behalf of those it purports to represent. Racially 
mixed deputations from a racially mixed organisation are 
not received. If truly representative Bantu women were, 
however, to request an interview on matters concerning 
them, such a request would certainly be considered.

The matters you mention as subjects for 
protest indicate that you are not well-informed. The Bantu 
Education Act receives wide-spread support from the Bantu 
themselves, whose committees are given by this Act, control 
of their childrens' education. This was demonstrated inter 
alia at the recent indaba with all the chiefs of the 
Zulu nation where unanimous support was announced of their 
own accord. Protest by European women would by contrast 
be valueless. The Pass system has been abolished, even 
for men, but the law of the land provides for a Population 
Register of all races and both sexes, and this is in
corporated for the Bantu in a Reference Book system which 
serves many useful purposes for the Bantu themselves, and 
was generally welcomed by them. Protest, if any, should 
have been made before the Bill became law. It is now 
useless. Housing conditions for the Bantu are being improved 
beyond recognition, and the Government has developed many 
schemes for this and is spending sums on Bantu housing 
throughout the country on a scale never contemplated before, 
so that the inherited backlog of bad conditions is being 
eradicated at the most rapid pace. This therefore seems 
to be a subject for praise and not protest.

Under such circumstances a request for an 
interview does not seem justified even if your anonymity 
disappeared, and you could satisfy the qualifications 
described in the second paragraph above.

Yours faithfully,

PRIVATE SECRETARY.

The Secretary,
Federation of S.A. Women (Tvl. Region),
P.O. Box 10876,
JOHANNESBURG.



P.O. Box 10876, 

JOHANNESBURG.
flie Town Clerk, l6th October> 1955>

City Hall,

PRETORIA.

Dear Sir,

In terms of Section 110 of the Bye-Laws, as amended, the Federation 

of South African Women wishes to apply herewith for permission to hold a public 

meeting on Thursday, October 27th, 1955, at 12 noon, in that portion of the 

lower road (known as the "Old Tram Route") immediately in front of the Union 

Buildings.

In response to a widely-expressed feeling among women that a mass 

deputation of women of all races should be sent to Pretoria to present a state

ment of the opinion of women concerning various legislation, the Federation of 

South African /omen (Transvaal Region) agreed to convene this deputation.

The Federation of South African Women was formed with the spedaffc object 

of drawing together women's organisations, and also organisations including wonen 

as members, so that women of all races may come together in a women's movement 

which will strive for the attainment of equal rights for all women, for the 

preservation of the family, for the happiness and wellbeing of all children. It 

is in the spirit of these aims that the Federation consented to convene the mass 

deputation of women to Pretoria.

The address of the Federation is given above; its office-bearers are: 

Chairman, Mrs. Josie .Palmer; Hon. Secretary, Mrs. Helen Joseph.

Many hundreds of women from Johannesburg, the Reef and Pretoria have 

announced their intention of joining this deputation, and arrangements have been 

made for them to come to Union Buildings on 27th OctoDer. The purpose of holding 

a meeting is for the women to gather together prior to sending their deputation to 

the Ministers concerned, and to receive a report from their representatives after 

the statement has been presented to the Ministers.

It is not intended to use loudspeakers, bands, or other instruments, as 

mentioned in section 110 (3).
Further to this application, we would like to ask permission for a procession 

of women to proceed round Union Buildings and back to the meeting place.

If any further information is required, we will be obliged if you will 'phone 

Mrs. Joseph at 23-2X81 8321.



We sincerely hope that permission will be granted, to meet the urgent 
desire of the women, who are coming together at considerable personal 
financial sacrifice in large numbers, so that they can present their point 
of view as women and as mothers on questions about which they feel most deeply.

Tours faithfully,

(Mrs) Helen Jospfsh,
Hon. Secretary,
Federation of S.A. tfomen (.Tv, Region.)



9

the Hon. the F.anister of Native Affairs 
noom lu3 (West Wing),
Union Buildings,

Jt'Rji.TORIA.

P. ). Box lu876,

JOHANNESBURG.
16 th uc to tier 1^55

Dear Sir

In reply to the letter of October 13th from your private secretary, 
I wish to offer my personal apologies for the onarussion of my signature 
from the letter of October 11th addressed to you from the Transvaal Region 
of the Federation of South African Women, the ommission was accidental, 
and 1 wish to assure you that there was no intention to withhold my 
personal identity and to despatch an anonymous communication.

The Federation of South African Women was formed with the specific 
object of drawing together women's organisations and also organisations 
including women as members, so that women of all races may come together 
in a women's movement which will strive for the attainment of equal rights 
for all women, for the preservation of the family, for the happiness and 
wellbeing of all children. It is in the spirit of these aims that the 
Federation consented to convene the mass deputation of women to Pretoria.

Tne further contents of your letter have been referred to the 
Regional Executive Committee of the Federation for consideration.

Yours faithfully,

M̂rs) Helen Joseph,
Hon. Secretary,
tvl. Kegion, Federation of b.A. Women.



District Commandant of Police, 
Police Headquarters,
PRETORIA.

P.O. Box 10876, 
JOHANNESBURG .
17th October, 1S55.

Dear Sir,
For your Information, I enclose a copy of a 

letter sent to the Town Clerkm Pretoria, in connection 
with the holding of a public meeting.

Yours faithfully,

(Mrs) Helen Joseph,
Hon. Secretary,
Tvl. Region, Federation of 

3 .A . Women.



511, Leisk House,
Bree Strset, 
JOHANNESBURG.

18th October, 1955.

The Hon. Secretary,
The Federation of South African Women, 
Transvaal Region,
1.0. Box 10876,
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear ILadam,
I acknowledge and thank you for your letter 

of the 11th instant, and in reply have to advise that this 
League cannot associate itself with your Organisation in 
connection with its deputation to the Ministers at the Union 
Buildings on the 27th October next.

The League will he pleased, however, to notify 
its Members in General Meeting of the contents of your letter.

Yours truly,

-E.H. Saunderson, 
for Secretary.



Lab. 59.
A. 26/48.

UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA. 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.

MINISTERS VAN ARBEID. 
MINISTRY OF LABOUR.

LaboriagBuilding, Pretoria 

18th October, 1955*

The Secretary,
Federation of South African Women 

(Transvaal Region),
P.O. Box 10876,

JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Madam,

I am directed by the Honourable J. de Klerk,

Minister of Labour and of Public Works, to acknowledge 

receipt of your letter (unsigned) of the 11th October, 1955f 

and to advise that due to the fact that my Minister will be 

away on official duty at Bloemfontein on the 27th October, 

it will not be possible to meet your deputation on that date.

Yours faithfully



P.O. B O X  
POSBUS

City Cnuttril nf $Iretnria 
^tafcaraafc nan Pretoria

q * M i
R E F .  N O .  . y  / ........ / . _______

TOW N C LER K’S DEPARTMENT 
AFDELING VAN DIE STADSKLERK 

PRETORIA

20th October, 1955.

Federation of S.A. Women (Transvaal 
Region),
P.O. Box 10376,
J O H A N  N E S B U R G,

Dear Madam,

re : Application for Permission to hold a 
Public meeting and Procession._____

Your letter of the l6th October, 1955, in the 
above connection, refers.

In terms of Administrator’s Notice No. 413 of 
3rd June, 1953, I have to advise that the application of 
the Federation of South African Women for permission to 
hold a public meeting and procession at the Union Buil
dings at 12 o’clock noon on Thursday, 27th October, 1955, 
is hereby refused.

I may state that the decision to refuse your 
application was reached after consideration of represen
tations received from the District Commandant of Police, 
Pretoria.

Yours faithfully,

T E L E P H O N E :  M U N I C I P A L  E X C H A N G E  

T E L E F O O N :  M U N I S I P A L E  S E N T R A L E

The Hon. Secretary

/̂TOVJN c l e r k : '



J. 24/6

UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA.-UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.

Ministerie van Justisie, 
Ministry of Justice,

Uniegebou,
Union Buildings,

PRETORIA.

The Secretary,
Federation of South African Women

2 0  -10-1955

(Transvaal Region),
P. 0. Box 10876,
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear lladam,

I am directed by the Honourable 

the Minister of Justice to acknowledge receipt 

of your letter of the 11th October, 1955, and 
to Inform you that the Minister regrets that 

he will not be able to receive the deputation.

Yours faithfully

PRIVATE SECRETARY



C/o P.O. Box 1294, 
PORT ELIZABETH.

22nd.October 1955.
Secretary,
Federation of South African Women,
TRABBVAAL.

Dear Friend,
At a Conference held at Port Elizabeth recentljr 

a Congress of Mothers Committee was set up. This committee 
has decided to invite both Mrs. L.Ngoyi and Mrs, G.Smith 
who have recently returned from overseas, to address a 
meeting at Port Elizabeth.

The Committee would appreciate it if you could 
make arrangements with Mrs.Ngoyi and let us know if it is 
possible for her to pay a visit to Port Elizabeth next month.

Mrs. Smith will be invited at the same time and 
an early reply will be appreciated so that arrangements for 
both cou Id be made at the same time.

Yours in the struggle,
CONGRESS OF MOTHERS COMMITTEE,



c \ . l

P.O. Box 10076, 
Joiiannesburg.

The Hon. The Minister of Justice, 23rd October, 1955,
Union Buildings,
Pretoria.

Dear Sir,

In reply to your letter of the 11th October, 1955, I am directed 

by the Transvaal Regional Exeuctive Committee of the Federation of South 

African Women to express their regret that you sill be unable to receive the 

mass deputation of women on October 27th, 1955, at 12 noon, and to request 

you to arrange for a deputy to receive the written protest to be submitted 

by the women.

lours faithfully,

(Mrs) H. Joseph,

Hon. Secretary, Tvl. Region, Federation 

of South African toomen.



P.O. Box 10876, 
JOHANNESBURG.

the Hon. Minister of Satire Affairs, 23rd October 1955
Room 103 (West Wi g)
Union Buildings,
PRETORIA.

Dear Sir,

Tour letter of the 13th October, 1955* bas been considered by the 
Transvaal Regional Executive Committee of the Federation of South African 
Women, arid I am directed to inform you that the Federation is convening 
a mass deputation of women of all races, and cannot therefore accept the 
principle of a deputation from one racial group only.

On October 27th, 1955, the mass deputation of women will present a 
protest against a number of Acts of Parliament which affect adversely the 
people of South Africa. The matters mentioned in our letter to you of 
11th uctober are included in this protest and once more, therefore, we request 
you meet the women and receive their protest.

Tours faithfully,

(Mrs) Helen JosMh,
Hon. Secretary,*^1. Region, 
Federation of S.A. Women.



C

P.O. Box 10876, 
Johannesburg.She Hon, The Minister of Labour, , 4* 23rd October 1955.Ministry of Labour,

Laboriag Building,
PRLiTGRIA.

Dear Sir,

In reply to your letter of the 13th October, 1955, I am directed 
by the Transvaal Regional Executive Committee of the Federation of South 
African .omen to express our regret that you will be unable personally to 
receive the mass deputation of women on October 27th, 1955, at 12 noon, and 
to request you to arrange for a deputy to receive the written protest to 
be submitted by the women.

lours faithfully,

(.Mrs) H. Joseph,
Hon. Secretary, Tvl. Region, 
Federation of S.A. Women.



P.O. Box 10876,
»u * m  JOHANNESBURG.The Town Clerk,
City Council of Pretoria,
P.O. Box 440,
PRETORIA.
Dear Sir,

Further to your letter of the 20th October, 1955, informing me that permission 
has been refused for the Federation of South African Women to hold a public meeting 
and procession at the Union Buildings at 12 noon on Thursday, 27th October, 1955, I 
am instructed by the Transvaal Regional Executive Committee of the Federation to 
appeal to the General Purposes Committee of the Council in terms of 110 bis. (8) 
of the Pretoria Municipal Traffic Byelavs.

Clause ($) of this section states the grounds on which the Town Clerk may 
refuse permission for a public gathering or procession, but no reason is set out in 
your letter of refusal, other than a statement that the decision was reached after 
consideration of representations received from the District Commandant of Police, 
Pretoria. Weaassnot informed of the nature of these representations.

The Federation of South African Women wishes to appeal to the General Purposes 
Committee for a revision of this decision on the following grounds:

(1) The hundreds of women who form this mass deputation are proceeding 
to Pretoria in accordance with what must only be accepted as a fundamental and 
traditional right - the right to'present their case to the pepresentatives of 
the government of the country.

(2) The deputation has been convened in order to meet the rising demand 
among women of all races that their objections to various legislation should be
presented and on a scale which will conform to the widespread dissatisfaction 
among women.

(3) The mass deputation will consist of women only, and has one purpose 
only - to present a written protest to the Ministers concerned.

(4) For this purpose, four representatives of the deputation will present 
the protest, but it is the firm intention of the hundreds of women to be present 
personally at the Union Buildings.

(5) Permission for a public meeting is requested so that hundreds of 
members of the deputation may come conveniently together in one public plr* 
send forth their representatives with their protest, and to receive fror 
a report after the protest has been presented.

(6) Permission for a procession around the Union Buildings 
so that the mass deputation may be provided with an opportunity of demonstrating 
publicly their solidarity as women, the nature of their protest by means of banners, 
and may employ the time-honoured procedure of a public march to express public 
opinion.

(7) The peaceful nature and orderly and dignified nature of this requested 
procession and public meeting is undoubtedly indicated by the statement in our 
original application that no loudspeakers, bands or other instruments would be 
used.



In conclusion, we wish to remind the General Purposes Committee that on 
previous occasions permission has been granted for hundreds of European women to 
march in protest in Pretoria against the Senate Act, to the Union Buildings.
Further marches are being planned and publicly advertised in demonstration 
against the dissolution of the Senate. Tet when women of all races wish to 
come together in a public meeting and procession to protest against living 
conditions, injustices and indignities which are held in opprobrium far and 
wide , within and without the borders of South Africa, permission is refused.
It is difficult to escape from the conclusion that this permission is being 
withheld on racial grounds, for careful study of the reasons for which permission 
may be refused according to your regulations reveals the following:

(1) A peaceful orderly deputation of women, to present a protest to 
certain representatives of the government, will not result in a public distanbanc* 
or riot, or damage to property.

(2) In the portion of the road known as "The Old Tram Route" immediately 
in front of the Union Buildings, that a meeting of possibly one thousand women 
would not cause any obstruction to traffic or interference with the amenities 
and conveniences of the public generally.

<3> A mass deputation of women of all races cannot provoke a feeling of 
hostility between different races; on the contrary, such a deputation creates 
feelings of friendship and harmony arising out of the very composition of the 
mass deputation.

The Federation of South African Women therefore urges the General Purposes 
Committee of the Pretoria City Council to review this decision of the Town Clerk 
and, at the time of the celebration of the hundredth anniversary of this great city, 
to act with justice, consideration and sympathy towards these many women of the 
Transvaal who are coming together in this mass deputation, «nri to grant the 
permission which we seek to hold this public meeting and procession.

The Regional Executive Committee would appreciate the privilege of sending 
a representative to appear before the General Purposes Committee. For this 
purpose, in view of the urgency of the matter, you should telephone me at 
33-0975, so that this could be arranged.

lours faithfully,

(Mrs) Helen Joseph,
Hon. Secretary, Tvl. Region,
Federation of South African Women.



N,A. 455

AIM/. UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA.-UNIE VAN SUID-AFRIKA.

OFFICE O F THE MINISTER O F  NATIVE AFFAIRS. KA N TO O R VA N  WE MINISTER V A N  NATURELLESAKE

No. P.l/2.A. Room 103 (West Wing),
Union Buildings,

PRETORIA.
October 24th, 1955*

Dear Madam,
In accordance with my former letter (dated 

October 13th, 1955) such a deputation as is mentioned 
in your letter of the 23rd October 1955 > will not be 
received by the Honourable the Minister of Native Affairs. 
It is also quite clear that it is not intended to make 
genuine representations but to take part in an agitation 
which stands self-condemned.

Yours faithfully,

PRIVATE SECRETARY.
The Hon. Secretary,
Tvl. Region, Federation of S.A. Women, 
P.O. Box 10876,
JOHANNESBURG.



The Transvaal Regional Executive Committee of the S.A. Federation of Women 
requests you to correct certain statements made in your issue of the week ending 
Saturday 22nd October.

We are not aware from what source you derived your information as officials 
of the Federation were not at any time approached by representatives of your paper, 
nor asked for information about the Women's Protest. Your information is certainly 
not correct, and we would like to inform you of these fact*:-

(1) Dr. Verwoerd has not stated that he is willing to gieet the women. On this 
point his letter awrrty says that he is not prepared to meet racially mixed delegations, 
and then goes on to set out why the delegation from the Federation of Women is also 
unacceptable for other reasons.

(2) The Federation represents various women's organisations, and organisations 
with women among their members. It has no individual membership, nor is it confined 
only to mothers, as you state.

V3) There is no feeling in the Federation that African Women should meet the 
minister even though other sections will be excluded. The Federation represents all 

racial sections, and cannot divide itself into compartments to meet the racial 
requirements of the Minister of apartheid.

4̂) 'Ptangwgraiwwp.wTggwzY The Federation agreed to convene the mass demonstration 
to Pretoria on the urgent request of many women and of their organisations. At no time 
has there been any suggestion that the women are going to Pretoria to "plead" with the 
Ministers (as you state) not to proceed with certain legislation. The demonstration is 
in the nature of a mass protest. The statement issued by the Federation on behalf of 
those taking part opens with these words: "We women of South Africa have not come to 
beg or plead, but to ask for what is our right as women, as mothers, and as citizens 
of our country."

We trust that you ill give full publicity to these points to correct the 
misleading statements whihh appeared in your report.




