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1. The position of UK* and the strategy of national democratic struggle (NDS)

"*■ -I
is said to stand against or at least not to advance the struggle of the

—  ------------------------- - - . ^ ■- e. . > . .j  > •  • N , . ,  ^ . -. ■■ . ~ . 1 ^  . . * »

working class.
%

•H2. This argument is phirased in a variety of forms, eg:

" . A

•

a. The struggle for national liberation slows down, impedes, obstructs or 

prevents the struggle for socialism

b . ’Nationalist' struggle is petit-bourgeois or tends to be petit-bourgeois 

in nature. It is therefore inevitably contrary to working-class interests.

She strategy of dass-alliances is safid to lead to an inevitable down

grading of working-class interests.

i

c . Those supporters of NDS who are socialists are said to be supporters of 

a mechanistic two-stage approach -first NDS, then stop and perhaps we move

on to socialism. a

3 . These argumeths correspond with specific analyses of the nature of the SAn 

state, the nature of oppression and exploitation.

Basically these analyses contend that it is in reality or primarily 

class exploitation that blacks encounter. National oppression is often 

reduced to racism and is seen as merely a means to divide workers -something

that is  not peculiar to SA . 1'*~  ̂ ^
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4 . Any strategy, if it is to be appropriate mist correspond to the material 

reality that it confronts.' This includes:

i .  The forms of domination and exploitation in the specific social formation

i i .  The level of developjment of our own forces and the poltiical forces that 

we confront.



5. In the case of SA, an adequate treatenf^n*doands a historical analysis 

of the development of these factors. Since'fcSTis limited, fcfre&B T 'B ar* - 

very broad pointsi ' oj^ c. %

Throughout SAn history there has been a strangle between the white conquerors 

now settled, and the indigenous people. This^tx^ole has taken a variety of 

forms, altering with the phase of colonisation/cmquest, resources at the 

disposal of each side etc. These phases may bcndly be delineated as

i .  Resistance with primitive weaponry (correspoding to the level of 

material development) of tne -bows and arrows against the arms of the

(*£«t tiers.

i i . limited armed resistance of Khoi. Both Sac and Khoi decimated or
A

assimilated as 'coloureds*

i i i . Tribal resistance, lasting a century in the case of Xbosa and decades 

in the case of the Pedi, Venda, Sotho etc. AT n a y  phases the two forces 

were evenly matched -especially Boer vs Africans, especially when the 

latter bad arms. But the British army often tilari the balance against

@ e  AFricans - ' ^  f ;
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a) ^  need forjpxm an 'native policy to facilitate control 

bj^more efficient labour supply

c) creation ai/vhlxe 'nation' ~ <d :—v
A  9

tK
d) creation of national market.

A

These factors ir. turr. gave rise to



•a . the origns. of a national movemetn against apartheid in 1912

fcb the creation of a common market, de*elopmetn of industry etc, pr/6moted 

labour struggles and the development of political organisations of the working

class

V. Over the decades these two streams of the SAn struggle , that of labour « d  

that of the people's national movement tried to find one another. At times 

they viewed each other with/ suspicion, ~KT times with contempt.

Vi. Kith the maturation of both movements a gradual convergence of their interest! 

and the development of an alliance - (significant events were anti-pass campai® 

and miners strike of ̂ 9 4  Os, Dadoo-Naicker-Xuma pact. Defiance campaign)

3he fruits of these developments were TW n the Congress Alliance in 

the 1950s

v ii. This process of consolidation of cross-class alliance was however interruptec 

by state repression, starting with the Treason ti££j*l and culminating in the 

banning of the ANC and the jailing of many of its members and activists in 

the early 60s

vxia. The period 1963 to late 1970s saw wery limited presence of ANC although 

underground units and armed units operated in a limited way

i*- 2973 saw Natal workes engage in dranatic strikes. Yet mainly non- 

UTttaotiised/ arx^xfsoi ated from wider poltj£cii struggle

-rUsr
1976 rising -generally not linked to workers nor to Congress tradition

4

l i ,  Late 1970s saw the emergence of independent tralde unions and the
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frvl'Hte re-emergence of democratic popular organizations. : 'a
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6. How do we relate to this reality? Should we be waging a class struggle 

and are we .therefore, wasting the time of all socialists by «jgaging in £

class alliances?

To provide answers we need to look at the nature of the state that we 

confront.

7 .a. In one sense, in that it reproduces capitalist relations and forces

of production, “fche South Africa* s%a*e is very similar to the IK, France -
A

ijqLVother capitalist states. There is a class (workers) who are forced to 

sell their labour-power at a wage in order to exist. They sell this to the 

bosses who own the factories, mines etc

The value of what the* produce is greater than their wage. The difference

*

between what they produce and what they are paid goes into the pockets of the 

bosses.

* \  - : v S

Ojt of this contradiction between t ^ 1 "interests of capital and labour, there 

is a class struggle between workers and the bosses.

jf-y-
&

b. In addition to thyCis contradiction, however, we have in S  a situation 

where all £s enjoy political freedom while all blacks irretentive of 

class endure national oppresssion.

All Whites? Not just white bourgeois but also petit-bourgeois and workers 

enjoyjl access to power in varying degress. The price of their vote has been 

certain concessions in S/n history to white workers. They en jag relatively

• ■‘flj.S-
high wages as a * subsidy1 for their whiteness (due to super -excitation of blacks)
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whites then form an « l l i »  bf classes who lord it over .1 1  bl«ks 

« .  alliance is no ,. ^  ^  ^  ^  '

« ^ a s  of SAn history. Mghl «  * * ,  ^  ^  ^

sections of the black population »nrt*K„

f*> r,K ^p  u ^ T  rec5fsi°"- ° -  rt ' * ~
i - f - ' - A  >/»■* « - £ « .  _ 2 .  - « " * 2? *  a* /*

CS-S-1 O .X to w 1 n~IZ. ■ „ / . . -  . ---<=&•.--- - - r. . .
v / « * ^

Tbe black people^p-SA nave beendenirf their „

,  to control their «  cc*n,ry. *11 * ,  esfeCiaIly Africans, endure-ti™

oppression. All blacks. , , ,  „  vlctlM  of ^

^  2 t  i s  n o t  o n l y  fa la c k  w o r k e r s ,  b u t  all M a r k *  j  •
a u  b l a c k s  w h o  a r e  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d  a n d

e n s u r e  d i s a b i l i t i e s  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  « p e c , o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .

C k *  o f  t h e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  t h e  S n  s t a t e  i s  t h a ,  b i t t e n  i n t o  i t s  s t ^ t u r .

“  S y S t e m s U c  ° P P r e s s i « i  o f  a l l  b l a c k s .  I t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  f a c - s

t h a ,  f a c i ) \ j ( a t e s  c a p i t a l i s t  e x p l o i t e d .  P r o f i t s  a r e  h i g h e r  a n  S A  t h a m

"  " ° Ft ° ther Sta‘ “  ^  » - » « « »  d i .a b i l i ^ T o f  blacks makel a ,

more difficult for the,.
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