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LO ltVx V o  SW3CXJS- I

,  ^  t v , ,  a , W c  4 8 o > ^ - ^  * - «  5 , , « « . - ~ 0

' d° "° \HU7 ^ ,  ' “J 4 ~  ^ ““-a ~'l,ta3  " " '“ °"a ax^uV-io^ K>«b*- \ 1 (J a
J <3 , . ^  +®‘-"s-u'P ̂

o t r t ^  . « W  ~  w  ~ c  t *  u ,  f - «

ro»t CO— I 'h l I Z ^  «<*'&« -"d •robcv.^s . rwy «|
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THE SUNDAY STAR 

Dear Sir

ivAGISC tSYi-'.BOL OF SOUTH AFRICA

Three Conscripts fasted for 3 weeks in September 19S5. Thousands 

fasted for 24 hours on 7 October. They all went without food as 

part of the "TROOPS OUT” campaign of the 2ND CONSCRIPTKBB CAMPAIGN .

alongside other organisations, continuously calls for the 

withdrawal of the troops from the townships. Weddo so because we 

believe thattheir presence in the townships further increases 

conflict in our war-torn country. Webbfelieve that the mere presence 

of young white men brandishing guns and SADF uniforms increases 

the hatred among black and white in South Africa.

We believe that all South Africans must be concerned about the 

increasing level of militarisation and must work towards a just 

peace. It is clear that we must work harder and faster now in a 

time when white civilians are taking it upon themselves to wage 

war against neighbouring black residential areas. We refer to the 

^ h o r r i f y i n g  incidents of hagiso.

The ECC will launch a national "WORKING FOR A JUST PEACE CAMPAIGN" 

in April. In ECC centres all round the country we v/ill demonstrate 

in apractical way that we should use pick-axes to build peace 

rather than destroy it,

WE CALL FOR AN END TO CONSCRIPTION 

WE CALL FOR A JUST PEACE IN OUR LAND!

Yours sincerely 

is A. Rademeyer 

Publicity Officer 

.,:;d CGNSCRiPTior cai p a i g n .

Room 22 7 

Khotse House 

42 De Villiers St. 

Johannesburg 

10 f.arch 1986

The Editor

hotter sent only to Star.



Room 22 7 A  Ly .

i hotsc House

4? De Villiers

7 March 1986 "

THH COITCH

~ ' THE CITIZStt

•i Dear Sir

-  - -  - . \- - LaDF^HJT: \

I would like to respond to &?x: letter from Pro-ijatriaoof 1

6/03/86. 1

The principal rfuestion is not how '’defenceless’' and innocent' 

blackspgpple will defend themselves from radical elencnts. ..

but rather how they will be protected from the 5ADF!

Ho cannot assess the activities of the SADF in the townships

accurately due to the restrictions on t -e press.

Can P r o - a t r i a  inform us where he/she collects their well- \

"informed facts?£

;y arc there so many funerals in the townships.

Certainly not for local entertainment!!

The Institute for Race Relations Has released the figure of

over 1< deaths in t t 1 1 onths of unrest.

Does the *ro-Patria believe these deaths are all caused by

'radical olack elements".- 

Lot's rather be Pro—Peace!

Yours sincorely /

i-:S. m . acefrteyer

s '

V
V

• V

V

f  ■ *• i ‘
<* H r- '

1 „ i »>* ’ >i
4,

\
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Hoc: i

■ i otse house 
/ V \ ' ' [c r . t,

Jol annesburg

/‘Iona ■ I i n s o n

- im: ST/ifC

.-oar ■ " : ••.'•■set!iron

I would 1 ike to Inform you oi anotl -C I. really

a pity that you wet :oncert of the 14 Marc I •

Ti o concert vra: very succ . I itely TOC people attended,

.

will oo entertained by school bands as well m. by TKh 'S i.IAl 
: 'r • v; i I ’ • ■ <•; j . co.

e : _________________ _

Venue: Church hall 3*rd St* VICT< R 

nfcranco: a?

<‘-»tur.v. : a

4 local school bands 

Disco

• ny 1 -4iK- '■'■at ' s interested in -p-lay in" -at fcK- concert ft re v/eicotne 

e assure all attenders an end of term celebration to beat all

celebrations*

ours sincerely 

a, a. v- : eyor 

T o l : 4 3 - "4t.3
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Dear Sir

On 2 April 1985 the End Conscription Committee held a public protest 

meeting. The following statement of demands was endorsed by the 30 

organisations and prominent individuals listed below, and by the 300 

people who attended the meeting.

South Africa is facing a Civil War.

The massacre of mourners in Uitenhage is the latest of 
a grim toll of violence killing our country.

We believe this conflict between township residents 
and the security forces is rooted in the unjust 
discriminatory practices of this government.

Peace can only come through the building of a democratic, 
non-racial, undivided South Africa.

1.We demand an immediate stop to State violence.

We demand that the army and the police force
stop implementing indefensible

State policies.

2.We d e m a n d  the abolition of an  apartheid laws.

We demand the release of security detainees and 
negotiations with the silenced leaders of our people.

3.We demand that the government stop conscripting 
young South Africans into a war of its own making.

We demand the cancellation of the July call-up.

4.WE CALL FOR A JUST PEACE IN OUR LAND

Signed by or on behalf of:

1 . United Democratic Front

2. Western Province Council of Chruches

3. Black Sash

4. NUSAS

5. UCT Student Representative Council

6. Conscientious Objectors Support Group

7. Women's Movement for Peace

8. International Youth Year Committee

9. Student Union for Christian Action

10. Catholic Justice and Peace

11 . Retail and Allied Workers Union

12 . Clothing Workers Union

13. Revd Alan Boesak

14. Revd David Russell



15. Revd Syd Luckett

16. Mrs Sheena Duncan, National President Black Sash
17. Mrs Mary Burton, Western Cape Black Sash
18. Mrs Nofe'l Robb, Western Cape Black Sash
19. Mr Zoli Malindi, Western Cape President, UDF
20. Prof Mike Savage

21 . Prof Frances Wilson

22.
Revd Abel Hendricks, Past President Methodist Chruch

23.
Revd Wilfred Abrahams, Regional Chairman Congregational

Church
24. Revd Doug Bax

25. Revd Lionel Louw, Chairperson WPCC
26. Prof J v 0 Reid, Deputy Vice-Chancellor UCT
27 . Ministers Alliance AME Church
28. Women's Front

30 , tod Goaa^iptioa

Submitted by:

Michael Evans

Chairperson, End Conscription Committee

P.O. Box 208

Woodstock

(I would be very grateful if you would publish the full list of endorsers; 

if this is impossible, then at least a representative selection.)



14 St Michaels Road 

Observatory 7925 

9 April 1985

The Editor %

The Argue

Dear Sir

I am writing on behalf of the End Conscription Committee which ten days ago 

submitted an advert to your newspaper. The advert was for a public meeting 

and was headed: "Civil War Protest Meeting..."

It was apparently on your instruction that the advert was withdrawn from 

publication. We are therefore requesting reasons for your action, consi

dering that we followed all the correct procedures in submitting the advert.

>

More importantly, the ECC is concerned at the attitude your newspaper would 

appear to be taking to the End Conscription Campaign. The committee which 

heads the campaign in the Western Cape represents 19 organisations (including 

inter alia, the Western Province Council of Churches, the United Democratic 

Front and the Black Sash). The campaign has been endorsed by many prominent 

individuals, including Sir Richard Luyt, Professor Francis Wilson and the 

Revd Alan Boesak. In the year since the campaign was launched it has 

attracted wide-spread support.

Yet Argus coverage has not reflected the campaign's growth or impact. All 

letters submitted have been spiked and important events have received little 

or no coverage, notably the recent public protest meeting. We in ECC have 

heard from reliable sources that it is unwritten Argus policy to give as 

little coverage to the campaign as possible. Is this the position, and if 

not, what are the reasons for the limited coverage which you are giving the 

campaign?

In the past the Argus has been consistently critical of government policy, 

and of the injustice and violence of apartheid. The ECC is asking na more 

than that individual conscripts have the freedom to choose whether they 

participate in an army which is seen to be defending the apartheid system. 

Surely it would be consistent with Argus policy to give coverage (even if 

not outright support) to such a campaign?

I would be happy to discuss any of these issues with you personally, or to 

forward you with ECC literature. I look forward to hearing from you.



P.O.Box 2 08, 

Woodstock. 

7195

2nd May, 1985

The Editor 
Cape Times 
77 Burg Street 
Cape Town 
8001

Dear Sir,

Your editorial, "The Call-up" of Monday 29 April highlights 
one of the key problems facing our troubled and divided 
country. You correctly argue that the SADF is playing a 
role which, far from being in defence of South Africa, is 
further aggravating conflict.And you rightly condemn the 
use of young white conscripts in quelling the legitimate 
protest we now see in black townships around the country.

The violent confrontations in the Eastern Cape over recent 
months have seen South African fight against South African. 
Does this not point to the intensification of the civil war 
our counry is experiencing. And in many of these instances 
it would appear that it is the mere presence of the SADF in 
the townships that has exacerbated the anger of the people 
living there. The use of the SADF and the police

in an often brutal and highly repressive way, indicates 
a further worrying tendency. This is best summed up in the 
words of Professor John Dugard of Wits University, who was 
quoted in Time magazine (8/4/85) as saying that, "the 
Eastern Cape can best be viewed as Gestapo Country."

In a year when the democratic world is celebrating the 40th 
anniversary of the defeat of fascism in Europe, it is 
disturbing to note the increasing ease with which the 
authorities resort to violence to solve problems. When one 
adds the continued denial of political and human rights to 
the majority of South Africans and the inherently violent 
nature of the apartheid system, one is forced to ask:
Are there not parallels between the South Africa of today 
and the Germany of the thirties and forties?

The pill becomes an increasingly bitter one to swallow when 
we see that young white men have little choice as to whether 
to participate in the SADF, a body so closely tied to the 
maintenance of apartheid. It is interesting to note that 
in the war that ended 40 years ago South Africans were allowed 
to choose whether they would fight against fascism. The same 
can not be said in South Africa today. Young white men are 
being forced increasingly to take up arms on the side of the 
SADF against their fellow South Africans.



It is in this light that we in the End Conscription 
Committee call for an end to conscription. The growing 
condition of civil war in South Africa has furthermore 
made the call for peace an ever more urgent necessity. 
Therefore at the same time as we call for an end to 
conscription, it is vital that this is accompanied by a just 
peace in our land. It is only on this basis that we might 
avoid the disastrous consequences of our country sinking 
further into the abyss of violence and reaction.

Yours sincerely,

Michael Evans
Chairperson End Conscription Committee



5 Lower Trill Road
OBSERVATORY
7925

13 May 1985

Mr Hugh Roberton 
The Argus
122 St George's Street 
CAPE TOWN

Dear Mr Roberton

We in the End Conscription Committee are concerned that 

our views on the issues of militarisation and 

conscription are fairly reflected in the press. To 

this end we have on numerous occasions submitted comment 

in the form of press releases to your newspaper. These 

have, however, often not been published. This is 

probably a consequence of their not being topical by the 

time they reach your offices.

To overcome this problem we would greatly appreciate it 

if we might be contacted for comment by your journalists 

when writing stories on the issues of the SADF, conscription 

and the state of unrest in South Africa, especially where 

the military have been deployed.

I can be contacted at the above address or by telephone 

(47-0519). Your response to this request would be 

appreciated.

Yours

DAVID SHANDLER
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Letter - for publication

The Editor 
C APE TIM?S

Dear Sir,

The Civil Rights League has much appreciated the reports 

by Mr. Riaan de Vllliers on the situation in black townships. 

These humanise the bare facts ana figures issued by officialdom

and help us Keep unfi informed and balanced view in our racially
r

polarised society. * - - ,

With the entry of the SADF into the Vaal townships last 

October (vigorously protested by the League) it seems many have 

become conditioned to accept a new level of confrontation. we

must guard against this Drocess. Too frequently media reports 

to-day refer only briefly, almost incidentally, to the presence 

of soldiers assisting in the policing of black townships. We 

must never lose sight of the fact that a privileged white minority 

rules over an unenfranchised black majority, and that the sons of 

the white minority only are conscripted, i.e. cancelled to serve

in the SADF, For their sake, and for the future of all South 

Africans, the League continues to call for an end to military 

conscription, for the state of emergency to be lifted, and for 

genuine negotiations to begin for the restructuring of government

to meet the just and reasonable demands of all our people.

Yours faithfully,

Newlands
Lirs. D. Cleminshaw, Committee Member 
for CIVIL RIGHTS LEAGUE

2 , Luchan Rd., 
Newlands 7700

1st August 1985.



Ik,



PO Box 208 
Woodstock
5 August 1985

The Editor 
Cape Times 
77 Burg Street 
Cape Town 
8001

Dear Sir

Amidst the blinded vitriol that has come from the authorities over these past 
weeks, the words of Dr Beyers Naude as quoted in your newspaper (5/8/85) offer 
much hope. In these times of acute conflict and debate, his suggestion of a 
just peace should be seriously considered by all South African democrats.

His simple statement that "peace is only possible through justice", gives the 
lie to the Nationalist government's intentions in declaring the present state 
of emergency. The Government has claimed that through resorting to this action 
it intends to restore peace to our country's troubled townships. There can be 
few who do not agree that our land is in dire need of peace. But there can be 
no doubt that the present government has little hope of achieving this.

The peace that P.W. Botha and his government talk of is a peace without justice.
As long as they maintain their hated apartheid system we will see no justice or 
peace in our country. Employing the SADF and SAP to put down the legitimate 
protest that has grown throughout South Africa further impedes the cause of 
peace. Rather than being seen as peace-makers the security forces are increasingly 
being recognised as the defenders of apartheid.

And it is young conscripts, without any right to object, who are being forced into 
these situations. We simply cannot allow this to continue. If we agree with 
Dr Naude's proposal we must begin to work for peace, not by deploying troops in 
the townships, but by pulling them out. Young men should not be forced into the 
SADF against their will. And indeed, the SADF, the SAP and the great apartheid 
machinery should cease to be used against the will of the majority of our people.
If we want peace in our land, we must work for justice.

Yours faithfully

David Shandler
End Conscription Campaign Press Officer



LETTER ~ FOR PUBLICATION

The Editor 
CAPE TIMES.

Dear Sir,

Since 1967, when military conscription was first Imposed ^  

white males, the Civil Rights League has urged greater recognition 

rights of conscientious objection, and provision of alternative, 

constructive forms of national service.

As a sIgnat017 to the Declaration to End Conscription, the 

League has participated in the End Conscription Campaign. Thus we 

have been privileged to meet some of the small number of C.O.s and 

their relatives and friends, many of whom have rejected voluntary 

exile and remained in South Africa In order to campaign legally 

and non-vlolently for recognition of human rights. Among them are 

Iiichard Steele, Michael Evans, Anita Kromberg and Sue Britton, whose 

recent detention is an outrage and compels us to demand their 

immediate release.

fie reject the transparent attempt by Deputy Minister of 

Defence, Mr. A. Vlok, to smear them by linking the End Conscription 

Campaign with what he perceives as "the evil goals of the ANC".

Mr. Vlokfc thinking demonstrates a monstrous reassertlon of the 

principle of certainty that underlies apartheid Ideology. We 

believe that what he actually fears and wishes to stop are the 

fasts planned t»y C.Os which may awaken many to the existence of 

moral choice in any situation.

?;e hope it is not the state's intention to continue crushing 

the ascent of talented and dedicated youth. These youngsters are 

forward-looking, confident of success in the conflict between moral 

intellectual leadership and outmoded civil authority. It Is time 

for the Nationalist Government to yield. New men and women are 

knocking at the door.

Yours faithfully, 

for: civil ;u g h t s  league
Newlands.

uirs. D. Ciemlnshaw, Committee Member.

2 Buchan Rd., Newlands 7700 1.2th September 1985.



30 Maileson Road,
Mowbray
7700.
12th September,1985.

Dear Ed i tor ,

I wish to respond to Mr Ken Owen's column published l a s t  week in your newspaper 

in which he made some very u n fa i r  statements'about the End Conscr ip t ion  Campaign.

You might ask on what grounds do I respond? I am a committed Chr i s t ian  

doctor and part of the SACLA C l i n i c  team serv ing  the Crossroads squattercamp. I have 

been involved in the ECC s ince i t s  launch in September 1984; a concient ious  

objector to undergoing fur ther  m i l i t a r y  serv ice  and w i l l  be s t a r t i n g  a 20 day fa s t  

in St George 's  Cathedera l , Cape Town, on the 17th September as a central  part of the 

ECC's present campaign. I th ink I represent a l l  aspects  of the End Conscr ipt ion  

Campaign that Mr Owen f in d s  o f fen s ive .

In the present troubled times in South A f r i c a  with 36 m ag ister ia l  

d i s t r i c t s  under a s ta te  of emergency I fin'd i t  d i f f i c u l t  to understand how the ECC 

can be accused of  generat ing  a "myth of c o n f l i c t  created to serve p o l i t i c a l  ends".

I f  there was no c o n f l i c t  then one wonders why the government declared a s ta te  of 

emergency. Speaking to b lacks  in Crossroads  there is  no doubt in the i r  minds of 

the c o n f l i c t  - from l i t t l e  ch i ld ren  who c a l l  a l l  po l i ce  and SADF a l i k e  s o l i d i e r s  

or "amajohni"  , r i g h t  to the leaders of that oppressed community.

The ECC is  very aware of  the delema fac in g  white co n sc r ip t s  ca l led  

up to do "Nat iona l  se rv i c e " .  Yound men who today might be at  a combined church 

serv ice  in Langa or at  a rasta party in Guguletu and next year w i l l  be in a SADF 

patrol of those same townships armed to k i l l .  Young men were a lready quest ioning  

why they should f i g h t  in Namibia when a l l  church de legat ions  to that land have 

reported that the SADF is  seen as an army of occupation and not wanted by the 

majori ty  of  Namibians. Now the c o n f l i c t  is  not 2,000 kms away but 15 kms down the 

road in the black  townships. As a well known bank advert goes: Makes you think!

When 18 year o ld  men who are not r e l i g i o u s  p a c i f i s t s  have to try  and 

obey the i r  conscience, fac ing  a penalty o f  6 years  in p r i son ,  i s  i t  small wonder 

that the 1983 Cape Town Diocesan Synod (before the troops were used in the black  

townships) stated i t s  mind as : " l t  i s  immoral to consc r ip t  people under the present 

system".



So rather than t ry ing  to create c o n f l i c t ,  the ECC is  a c t u a l l y  try ing  

to help reduce the c o n f l i c t  of conscience co n sc r ip t s  face by c a l l i n g  for  an end to 

compulsory conscr ip t ion  and a j u s t  peace in our land. We are not opposed to conscr ip ts  

only to conscr ip t ion !

The End Conscr ip t ion  Campaign i s  a legal  o rgan i sa t ion  c o n s i s t in g  of 

a number of church, student, women's and p o l i t i c a l  o rga n i s a t io n s .  I t s  c a l l  is  shared 

by many other o rga n i sa t io n s  and p o l i t i c a l  pa r t ie s  in South A f r i c a .  I t  is  a 

pr inc ip led  o rgan i sa t ion  that c a l l s  fo r  peace and not war. I t  has no contact  with 

the A fr ican  National Congress (ANC) a s s u g g e s t e d  by the sate and is  t o t a l l y  

committed to a legal  campaign ^ f  non v io lence.  As proof of th i s  committment the 

core of our present campaign w i l l  be people f a s t i n g  fo r  a j u s t  peace in centres  

around the country. How much more pass ive  can one be than to stop eat ing  for  a 

period as a s ign of personal committment, s o l i d a r i t y  with those who are su f fe r ing  

and to spend time praying fo r  our country and ta lk in g  to those consc r ip t s  who wish 

to t a lk  about the i r  personal delema.

As a p r in c ip i l e d  o rgan i sa t ion  we are not c a l l i n g  for  peace at any
>

price.  We be l ieve  that a p r e - re q u i s i te  for  peace is the withdrawal of troops from 

the townships. Using s o ld ie r s  in black townships is  to e f f e c t i v e l y  turn the s tate  

a g a in s t  some of the people - which I be l ieve  j u s t i f i e s  the use of the words 

" c i v i l  war".

I t  is  very d i s tu r b in g  that Hr Owen, who is  a committed opponent of 

apartheid,  should t ry  and create b i t t e r  d i v i s i o n  amongst opponents of apartheid.

I f  he is  genuinely concerned about the c o n f l i c t  in our country, then would it  not 

be better to a t tack  the root cause, apartheid,  rather than the End Conscr ipt ion  

Campaign and i t s  c a l l  fo r  a j u s t  peace?

I persona l ly  be l ieve  that Mr Owen was shar ing  h is  s incere  concerns but 

does he r e a l i s e  that with in  a week the government has responded to the groundwork 

of unsubstantiated uncerta inty  he created amongst h i s  readership  by deta in ing  4 

prominent ECC members - 2 of whom are complete p a c i f i s t s  - under the draconian Section 29.



__ I -5
The End Consr ipt ion  Campaign and—f'per^onaH-y-, affl committed to e«T campaign for  

j u s t  peace and the withdrawal of the SADF troops from the townships. I t  is  the

qJT?
same c a l l  that the majori ty  o f  South A f r i c an s  f s  making a t  t h i s  time and we as 

i n d iv id u a l s  and as an o rgan i sa t ion  share a v i s io n  of a South A f r i c a  where men 

and women sha l l  be ab le  to l i ve  together in peace and unity .

Yours s ince re ly ,

DR IVAN TOMS



END CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN
PO Box 208 

Woodstock

_____________________________________7915

16/9/85

Dear Sir

I must take very strong exception to the comoents made by Mr Ken Owen in his column 

of 5/9/85. His arguments have presented a highly dostorted image of the work that 

the End Conscription Campaign is doing.

He would have the public believe that the ECC is mytholigizing the conflict that 

besets our land. We are accused of creating divisions between people, of intending 

to "draw battle lines". He makes the gross assertion that our work serves "the same 

political purpose as the public incineration of "collaborators" - to polarize the 

population."

A number of comments need to be made in response to Mr Owen's remarks. In the first 

instance, whatever lines of polarization have been drawn in this country, are not the 

doing of those working towards an end to apartheid and a society built on justice and 

peace. Rather the divisions in our society are the making largely of the system of 

apartheid. It is apartheid that has put this country on the road to the polarization 

and the very real, not mythical, conflict around us. There are millions of South 

Africans working o rectify this. Mr Owen's comments would seek to create divisions 

amongst those who are working to this end. Rather than the ECC creating the 

divisions it is Mr Owen who is further polarising our already highly divided society.

The ECC exists on the basis that it is open to all who oppose apartheid and 

conscription into the SADF, and who desire a just peace in our land. He do not



exclude anyone who agrees on these basic principles.

We do not need to be mudslinging if we are agreed that we need to get rid of 

apartheid. We need the maximum of unity and democracy in our opposition. There is 

a need for trust amongst those working towards the common end of justice and peace.

It is sad to see that this is not the case with Mr Owen. He would seek to make our 

work illigitimate.. Does this help bring an end to apartheid? Clearly not.

Rather he is providing the room for the state to act against us as it has done over 

the past week.

In the present climate it is highly irresponsible to equate our work with the public 

burning of collaborators. There is no way in which this assertion can be justified. 

Bhat has occurred in our townships in indeed awful. It is the system of apartheid 

that has created this terrible violence; and it is democreats who are trying to stop 

it. The incineration of collaborators is a symptom, not a cause, of the polarisation. 

The burnings only confirm the divisions.

The campaign to end conscription is similarly a symptom of what apartheid has 

created. It is compulsory conscription into the SADF which has caused further 

polarisation. There are thousands of young men who are abhorred by the thought that 

they are serving, or are expected to serve,in the army that is defending apartheid. 

This, Mr Owen, is the root of the division around the conscription issue. It is the 

moral obligation of democrats living in South Africa to address this problem. We 

cannot turn our backs on these young men and say "No, we will not tackle the issue of 

conscription because it causes divisions". The divisions are already there. The 

task is to build unity.

And unity can only be achieved if we rid our country of apartheid. This requires a 

committed and concerted attack on all aspects of apartheid. We do not need divisions 

amongst those on the same side of the fence.

David Shandler _ ECC Press Officer



END CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN
PO Box 208

Woodstock

795

16/9/85

Mr A Heard 

The Cape Times 

77 Burg Street 

Cape Town

Dear Mr Heard

I must thank you for your positive response regarding our requests. I have 

enclosed an article written by our National Co-ordinator, Mr Laurie Nathan, as 

well as a letter in response to Ken Owen's column. Iwould greatly appreciate 

your publishing these. These are a little belated, but in terms of the state's 

repression of our work over the past week, I am sure you will understand.

Many thanks,

David Shandler



The Editor 
Cape Times 
77 Burg Str 
Cape Town

Dear Sir

Mr Willem Steenkamp (On P a r a d e ,9/10/85) poses a number of 
questions to the End Conscription Committee, following my address 
to the peace rally held in Cape Town last week.

Mr Steenkamp was clearly not amongst the 4000 people who attended 
the rally. If he had been there, he would not have misquoted and 
misrepresented my comments regarding the role of the S.A.D.F. 
Nowhere did I suggest that "it is no longer a question of simply 
reforming the S.A.D.F. but of totally abolishing it in a just 
society."

The ECC has never denied the right of a state to defend itself 
against external aggression. A future, democratic South Africa 
will no doubt require a defence force to defend its borders.

My point was that "if we examine the role that the defence force 
plays at present, then we can only conclude that it has no role 
to play in the peace process."

What is this role? ECC believes that in Southern Africa the 
S.A.D.F. is playing an aggressive and destabilizing role. It is 
in Namibia as an occupying army against the wishes of the 
international community, major local church groups and the people 
of Namibia itself. And within South Africa, the S.A.D.F. is 
directly propping up the system of apartheid.

Mr Steenkamp repeats the well-worn myth that the S.A.D.F. is 
merely an "obedient, statutory body. "In 1979 General Magnus 
Malan asserted that "the defence force supports government 
policy ..."( C . T .28/10/1979) And "support" has involved far more 
than carrying out the wishes of the government in power.



These roles are the reason why ECC has asserted thet the 
defence force has defined the enemy as the people of South 
Africa, an assertion which Mr Steenkamp strongly disputes. South 
Africa faces no military threat. The frontline states put together 
could not hope to match the power of the S.A.D.F. even if they 
had aggressive intentions. Rather, the only "threat" South Africa 
faces is from those who are opposing apartheid.

In the townships, as both Molly Blackburn and Ivan Toms 
commented, the residents do not distinguish between the army and 
the police. Both are regarded as the enemy. It is this situation 
which led Molly Blackburn to say: "If you are black and living in 
the Eastern Cape you can honestly say you are living in a civil 
war."

ECC is in no way sanctioning the brutalities committed by the 
police, as Mr Steenkamp infers. ECC is opposed to brutality in 
whatever way it manifests itself.

But ECC, as a body primarily concerned with the issue of military 
conscription, is particularly perturbed at the involvement of 
conscripts in alleged attrocities. We have received numerous 
reports from conscripts who have been involved in, or witnessed, 
events which at best can be described as blatant misconduct. 
S.A.D.F. complaints offices are hardly the best barometres to 
test the extent of troop attrocities.

Finally, it is worth repeating E C C ' s essential demand: that 
conscripts be given the right to choose - the right to choose 
whether they go into the townships, and, more importantly, the 
right to choose whether they participate in what many of them 
regard as apartheid's army. Mr Steenkamp would be wise not to 
dismiss this basic demand of a rapidly growing movement.

Yours Sincerely 
Michael Evans
C h a i r p e r s o n ,End Conscription Committee
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uj-cTa^cX ^  ___/ W "  /o o O S c ^ S S  JfcL^ b *2V c

C U ^ U ^ - c J  c/| Cc !<J^hcXjLy Q ^ c A ^ t y  f^XAJ-4-^a^J' .

1)CASS

A^LvtAo^/ ^UCvk^> ■ ____  £00 ojĉ cA_£
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