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The volers and Ike parties 
j standing for tiea a c  cannot ad- 
! Rut it because tfcrv would be 

admitting breaks* the Elec
toral Act For ocij voters who 
genuinely cannot reach the 
polls on election d2» may cast 
a special vote in stan ce .

Croups srging a t  election 
boycott canao: a f c j ;  iL They 
would be admjttaf that voters 
fear somr fenr. of aalimidalion 
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Meanwhile p a r m  do a roar
ing trade in spec-, voles The 
other day a cam tiste  — let 
him remain aanessss — was 
boasting of a greaf sacrifice lie 
had made *

lie had spec: as aJiemoon at 
a meeting betf to arrange milk 
deliveries it part at his area, 
making u easier for local fam
ilies 1-j bii) iru.^
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She Federasie van Afritaanse 
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publicity secretary. Mr 
:k "Terror" L e iou .u i dc

J i t  Lekota be^an his speech 
iirAfrikaani Bu: unfortunately 
th/interpreter doing a simulka 
n *u s  translation into Xbeia 
tou ld  not understand A fri- 
k^ins So Mr Lekota had to 
switch to English.

J jt c r  in U«e evcoinp a Ira Jo 
u*qp  speaker had the same 
prortrm. He began his speech 
in Afrikaans, which the inter- 
^reler failed to understand 

Ever anxious to spring to the 
defence cj Afrikaam, Mr Le-

^ota took over as interpreter, 
enatling the t^de kuoius! to 

|com plete his speech in 
Afrikaans 

Even the FAK should ap 
prove But informed sources 
believe that at this stage there 
is no truth in the rumour tha: 
the FAK will join the ITDF or 
that Mr Lekota w ill be appoint 
cd to the President s Council 
The same sources also denv 
any links between the Her- 
su gte  Nasionalt- Party and 
some of the more outspoken 
m embers of in the bey co 'l 
movement
^ ) n c  sp cu k ir  in A tk in .i 
rw*ded off a speech ic ringir.; 
loops with ATrikaans sls^jru- 
w *^ : can be tranilated as -tin 
• t r i f l e  continues '. ~forw«n: 
•jitfc the struggle" aad ' one 
Urn;, one nation .
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Electi on

roaring trade with some legal hitches

And valiant attempts are made f m ™  =made from an unexpected quarter to
keep Afrikaans alive in the campaign

The hunt for special votes ,s ^  ^  ^  ^

»ight be come » convenient way of voting „ i thout being seen 

at the polls on election day.

But, Of course, nobody is going to ed.it this.

voters end the parties standing for election cannot 

ed.it it because they would be ad.itting breaking the 

Electoral Act. For only voters who genuinely cannot reach

the polls on election day may cast a c
cast a special vote in

advance.

Groups urging e lectio„ boycott ^  ^  ^

would be ad.itting that voters fear so„ e f(jr> #f 

inti.idation. Anad inti.id.tion is, of course, illegal.



Meanwhile parties do a roaring trade in special votes. The 

other day a candidate - let him remain nameless - was 

boasting of a great sacrifice he had made.

He had spent an afternoon at a meeting held to arrange milk 

deliveries in part of his area, making it easier for local 

families to buy milk.

What made this public-spirited act a great sacrifice for 

him, he believed, was that he could have spent the afternoon 

collecting at least 20 special votes. That's selflessness 

for you .

A strange ring

The Federasie van Afrikaanse Kultuurverenigings (FAK) and 

other defenders of the Afrikaans language should have been 

present at the Athlone rally. They would have been

delighted at the exertions of UDF publicity secretary, Mr 

Patrick "Terror" Lekota, in defence of the Taal.

Mr Lekota began his speech in Afrikaans. But unfortunately 

the interpreter doing a simultaneous translation into Xhosa 

could not understand Afrikaans. So Mr Lekota had to switch 

to E n g l i s h .

Later in the evening a trade union speaker had the same



pr oblem. He b e g a n  his speech in Afrikaans, which the 

in te rp r e t e r  faile d to u n d e r s t a n d .

Ever anxious to spring to the defence of Afrikaans, Hr 

Lekota took over as the interpreter, enabling the trade 

unionist to complete his speech in Afrikaans.

Even the FAk should approve. But informed sources believe 

that at this stage there is no truth in the rumour that the 

FAK will join the UDF or that Mr Lekota will be appointed to 

the President's Council.

The same sources also deny any limks between the herstigte 

Nasionale Party and some of the more outspoken members of 

the boycott movement.

One speaker in Athlone rounded off a speech in ringing tones 

with Afrikaans slogans which can be translated as "the 

struggle continues: forward with the struggle* and "one 

land, one nation*.

To someone from the Transvaal, this sounded strangely 

familiar. One has heard these slogans many times at 

political meetings and seen them emblazoned on political 

banners .

At leftwing meetings? No Actually at HNP, Conservative 

Party and Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging meetings. And in the



old days at N a t i o n a l  Party mee tings.

Victory ball

Labour Party organisers in Swartkops, the seat contested by 

their leader, the Rev Allan Hendrickse, are already 

organising a post-election vistory ball.

There is little doubt that the ball will be held. But what 

is less certain is whether Mr Hendrickse will dance at it. 

His leg, which he injured at an election meeting, is still 

in plaster, and the MP for Swartkops might be forced to be a 

wallflower at his own party.

(by D Breier, 122 St George's Street, Cape Town.)
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